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CTW: Psalm 100    Reading: I Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 

AGD: The problems you see in the Corinthian church is related to a reliance on human power (human 
perception, priorities, protocol). He asks some questions to have them reconsider their understanding 
(remember they think a lot of what they think/know.) 

1. Do you not know that you are God’s temple? 
2. Do you not know that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 
3. People who are destructive of the Church incur God’s wrath 

a. Dividers—pitting one against another 
b. the proud—thinking more of oneself than is right 
c. “the wise,” –confident in his/her knowledge or ability to know, crafty/clever 
d. the powerful—able to force/leverage people to do his/her will 
e. self-sufficient—reliant upon individual/human resources 

4. Reliance on the Holy Spirit 
a. Unifying 
b. Humbling 
c. Revealing 
d. Weak/meek 
e. Spirit dependent 

5. Do not be deceived 
a. The Christian life can’t be lived in/through human effort 
b. We will never figure out all that we need to know but we can trust God to reveal it 
c. Don’t think to much of yourself or your ideas but compare them to God and His revelation 
d. Don’t boast in what you can build with your own hands—boast in what God has done 

God has given us everything we need as individuals 

• Forgiveness/justification 
• Holy Spirit 
• People and other resources 

God has given the Church everything she needs 

• Leaders 
• Holy Spirit 
• Spiritual gifts and other resources 

CLOSE—Paul didn’t want the Corinthian church relying on human power 

• I Cor 2:4-5 he reminds them that he didn’t come to them in human strength but in Holy Spirit power 
• I Cor 4:19-20 he will tell them it’s not about words but power 
• He will go on in I Cor 5:4 to reveal they have power to deal with sin 
• Christ he says in I Cor 1:18-25, is the power and wisdom of God 

So who is the engine in our church? Whose power do we operate in? Who casts the vision for what we might 
do? Who do we depend on the Holy Spirit or something less? Is our wisdom from the world or from God’s 
revelation? 

You are God’s Temple and God’s Holy Spirit lives, leads and loves here. His presence and His power are ours in 
Christ Jesus. Let us rely only on Him. 


