
Petersburg Cumberland Presbyterian Church  “God’s Building”  2-12-17 

CTW: Ezra 1:1-4    Reading: I Corinthians 3:1-15 

AGD: A building contractor dies unexpectedly at 40….160…”We added up your time sheets” 

My goodness the Corinthian church had some problems. And here I though only our church had things we 
were still working on! 

Paul had come through as a missionary and in partnership with Priscilla and Aquila (who later on brought 
Apollos on board) established a church in Corinth (one of the most wealthy, hedonistic and sexually immoral 
cities in ancient Rome) 

• Paul tells us he planted and Apollos watered  
• God did the building 
• The building is the Church (as well as individual believers)—the temple/hosts of the Holy Spirit 

Foundation 

• Jesus Christ 
• Salvation/Justification 

o Evidenced by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
• Security 

Build 

• Paul and Apollos contributed 
• We are also called to build 

o It doesn’t mean we know how to build well 
o We can look at the materials 
o Not so bright framers with nails….”they are for the other side of the house” 

• The thing is by your choices, practices and behaviors you are ALWAYS building 

Rewards 

• The Church (and it’s individual members) are precious to God 
• God rewards those who work with Him 

o There will be a test 
 Fire of God’s holy judgment 
 (note that salvation is secure) 
 But not all works will survive 
 But even the tiniest things of value (cup of cold water) will be rewarded 

o Examine our work 
• I can’t say how God will reward exactly 

o We can take a clue from Jesus 
 How did He live and build here? 
 What materials did He use? His own body and blood. 
 Jesus was an expert builder 
 And He’s the One “preparing a place for us” 

 

 

 



 

 

CLOSE 

God has a building. What are you adding to it? And what is the quality of your work? 

• We can start today, everything counts, the foundation is already there (for the Church and each 
Christian), and we can build on Christ by being like Christ. 

In the past few weeks many of you have invested time, effort and money into the benefit for Rickie. 

• Every bit of that will count. 
• Maybe you didn’t do much. Just sent some money. You will be rewarded by God for that. Maybe you 

did a lot. You will get a great reward from God. 

 

I have to ask do you even have a foundation? 

 

God is building. God is building up people. God is building a Church that will reign over the earth. The Lord is 
looking for people willing to build with Him. He’ll provide the tools 

 

 


