
Petersburg Cumberland Presbyterian Church  ”Want”   1-22-17 

CTW: Jeremiah 3:15-25     Reading: I Corinthians 6 

AGD: What is your worst problem? What are you going to do about it? 

• Yesterday, I couldn’t get my chainsaw started. 
• Anger did nothing for me. 

 

In our passage Paul is criticizing the church in Corinth for hashing out their disputes in court.  He’ not saying 
don’t have conflict nor is he saying who is right. He’s saying, “Grow up and work it out yourselves.” 

I deal with that a lot. Many conflicted couples want me to say, “You are right and you are wrong” 

Certain things make it extremely difficult to resolve conflict 

• Hurt feelings 
• Anger 
• Focus on facts 
• Needs 
• Self 

The Apostle Paul is talking about an ongoing pattern of going to court to resolve conflict. What does he say? 
Grow up. Your immaturity is shameful. Seek wise Godly counsel/judgment. (some times we out to listen more 
to the criticism of faithful, mature others who have loved us). Better to be wronged and defrauded than to 
prove your lack of faith/humility. 

Ouch.  

But Paul doesn’t say it’s not wrong how they have been treated. In fact, names several kinds of unrighteous 
people: sexually immoral (remember that?), idolaters, adulterers, homosexuals, thieves, greedy, drunkards, 
revilers, swindlers.  

Note that Paul is not naming sins--he is naming types of sinners. Without God’s grace people are enslaved to 
sin and it can define us. 

• Look at gay pride parade 
• Or a greedy corporate board meeting 
• Or Tinder or any hook up app 
• A group of people caught up in indulging their sinfulness 

But We want… 

We want comfort. We want pleasure. We want what suits us and we want our needs met. 

That’s why we get angry. That’s why we get revenge. That’s why we like meeting people with the same 
appetites as us—because it makes our selfishness seem more acceptable. 

Maybe there was nothing wrong with me getting angry about the chainsaw but I can tell you all I was 
concerned with was what I wanted. And that’s between me and a thing. 

What about when I’m angry at another person and all I think about is what I want? 

 

 



Psalm 23 has an interesting phrase, “I shall not want” 

• We think of it as “God will provide all I need and I won’t lack any needed thing” 
• And that is true and right. God does provide all we need.  
• But should we also think what it means to “not want?” Should I work a little on lowering my want? 

Maybe then I would notice that other people have wants too. 

• They want love. They want acceptance. They have needs just as critical as my own. 
• Maybe the chainsaw needed a day off. Maybe God didn’t think it would be a safe day for me to use it. 

 

And that may be the thing we think least about when we are fearful, angry, hurting or in need. What does God 
want? 

Paul continues in chapter six talking about appetites for food and sex.  

People can become dominated by any appetite but he tells us that we were not created to serve our appetites 
to but serve God. 

• That may mean forgiving someone who wronged you 
• We would be a lot less angry if we were a little less selfish 
• Serving God instead of our appetites may mean doing without something you need and trusting God 

for His timing. 
• The truth is God is supplying everything you need. 

o Not that its wrong to ask for your daily bread but pair that will accepting what gets put on the 
plate. 

Ever think about what God wants? 

• God wants mature disciples who love others—even the unlovable 
• God wants His people to be humble 
• God wants us to confess our sins and repent 

o Because God wants to forgive 
• God would have us be more angry with injustice and sin 
• God would have us be distributors of His grace 

CLOSE 

We’ve got a lot of problems. Wayward children. Money trouble. Non-cooperative chainsaws. We may have 
interpersonal conflict. We may even be caught up in sin but those things don’t define us. 

What defines us is the grace of God. 

This world is temporary. So use your body and the things you have to glorify God. 

 

 

 


