
Petersburg Cumberland Presbyterian Church  “Party”     09-11-16 

CTW:  Revelation 19:1-9     Reading: Luke 15 

AGD: Religious leaders grumbled that tax collectors and sinners were drawing near 

Lost sheep 

• Leave 99? 
• Celebrates finding it, tells others 
• More joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 

 

Lost silver coin 

• Searches 
• Tells others 
• There is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents 

Lost son 

• “I wish you were dead” 
• Lost—leave, squandered, reckless/indulgent 

o Famine 
o Began to be in need—hired out to another, feeding pigs and wanting their food, “no one gave 

him anything” 

“But when he came to himself” 

• Remembered his father but no longer worthy to be called your son 
• His self redemption repayment plan 
• Father was searching 
• Repentance and confession 
• Father’s forgiveness 
• Celebrate 

Older son---“Im not gonna party” 

• Been working—how many of us think God just wants to work us? 
• Angry to hear about the party 
• Father goes looking! 
• Son criticizes him and shares his resentment 

 

CLOSE 

We could dissect the texts and see how we are like sheep that wander off, coins that get lost through no fault 
of our own. We can and should see ourselves as insolent sons who choose the world over our Father and we 
may even see ourselves as an older brother who resents God’s grace but don’t overlook the theme. 

• God holds us as valuable 
• God goes looking for the lost 
• Jesus let the sinners come near. 



Jesus reaching out to the Pharisees. Can you see that? Jesus tells these parables in response to their 
grumbling. He wanted them to get a different picture of God. God wants the lost to be found. Not because the 
lost deserve to be found but because God loves people.  

But even that is not the primary theme. The point Jesus drives home is this: There is joy and celebrate in 
heaven when a single sinner repents. 

We should also note that “there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents” 

 Jesus is saying God Himself is joyful and delighted when a sinner comes home 

 The angels, who can see all we do but be constantly astounded to see God our Father celebrating 

 Have you ever thought about how much God values you? Have you ever realized that God led a 
celebration when you finally came to yourself and repented? 

 

And God wants to party! 

Seek the lost. Be glad when a sinner hangs around to hear the Gospel. Rejoice when one repents.  

Come on in! There is a ring on your finger, good shoes on your feet and a robe of righteous on your back. 
You’ve been invited to the party! 

 


