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CTW: Luke 10:21-23      Reading: I Corinthians 3 

AGD: You know sometimes we just don’t understand things correctly. Ronald Regan said “It isn't so much that 
liberals are ignorant. It's just that they know so many things that aren't so.” He might have been paraphrasing 
Will Rogers who said, “It isn’t what we don’t know that gives us trouble, it’s what we know that ain’t so.” 

That is so true. Sometimes the biggest barrier to knowing something are the things we already know. A partial 
truth is more than sufficient to supplant the actual truth especially if it gets there first. 

  

Paul was dealing with such a situation when he wrote this letter to the Corinthians. From before anybody could 
say, it was “known” that good things come from God. It was common understanding that if good things were 
happening in your life then God was pleased with you (or in case of pagan the gods were pleased with you). 
And therefore suffering, especially epic or extreme suffering indicated divine displeasure. 

That distortion is still believed today. Maybe you do to? If when misfortune befalls you (you make a mistake, 
or something fails or something expensive breaks) does your mind wonder what you have done to offend 
God? 

Remember Job? All his friends worked pretty hard to convince him that he must surely have done something 
evil to have such trouble befall him. Maybe it’s all rooted in our childhood when parents punished us. 

o Of course often the correction was rooted in their anger or personal displeasure rather than evil 
o And then there is the innocence of children. It happens for sure but most of the things children 

get in trouble for are not actions of willful sinfulness. Most often it’s that they can’t manage 
their emotions or the stress of a situation. Sometimes they just don’t know better. 

But regardless of the roots it is easy to believe good things happening means God is for us and bad things 
happening means the opposite. 

Paul is dealing with criticism that his suffering and the rejection of so many people is evidence/proof that he is 
not really an apostle. He wrote this section of scripture to correct their understanding. 

He begins by reminding them of their relationship with one another.  

Ever heard a criticism of someone but then you remembered who they really were? 

Liars often tap into our fears and distrust 

The legalists were tapping into the ancient and pervasive belief that God accepts the good. 

Therefore by their reasoning Paul’s difficulties indicated misalignment with God and that meant the 
Corinthians should reject the Gospel of grace Paul preached and do something more reasonable—as in work 
their way into heaven with good behavior and ritual purity. 

 

Paul responds: “Do we need to prove ourselves that what we revealed is from God? Remember our love for 
one another. 

• Paul steps out of reason and logical arguments to step into loving relationships 
• Then Paul says it shouldn’t surprise us that God does something better that we expected 
• I mean it would be a good thing if people could work or earn their way into heaven but isn’t it a better 

thing that God gives salvation as a gift? 



 

Once the base of loving relationship is established then Paul does use some reason. He acknowledges that 
what they preach is odd and “new.” And then contrasts the New Covenant with the Old Covenant 

God made us ministers of a new covenant, “not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life” 

• Law—letter that kills     Spirit—gives life 
• Death, stone, intense glory    even more glory 
• Ministry of condemnation    ministry of righteousness (far exceeding glory) 
• Lost its glory      surpassing glory 
• Came to an end But still had glory   Permanent has much more glory 

 

Evangelists have such hope so they can be bold (not like Moses who had to be humble/veiled) 

“But their minds were hardened.” Hear the Law/Old Covenant but the truth is veiled. The veil is only removed 
through Christ. 

The veil covers their hearts but the veil is removed when one comes to Christ. 

The way to see Christ is to be with the Spirit. As we behold the glory of the Lord [The sufficiency of Christ] 
then we are transformed into His likeness (becoming more glorious) 

 

THEFORE, we don’t trust in ourselves or get discouraged. 

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. [Its not veiled to the redeemed?] 

• “the god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers” 
• Satan doesn’t want them to see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is God [Paul is saying 

that people remain unbelievers until they recognize Jesus as God and the One who has died to save us. 
• Paul doesn’t preach Paul, “but Jesus Christ as Lord” 
• We are just sharing what God shared with us when He gave us the knowledge of His glory in saving 

the world through Jesus Christ 

 

 

Jesus Came to Save the World—John 12:44-50 

44 And Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me. 45 And 
whoever sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in 
me may not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; 
for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and does not receive 
my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day. 49 For I have not spoken 
on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say and 
what to speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father 
has told me.” 

 

 


