
Petersburg Cumberland Presbyterian Church  “Hearing Impairments”   08-21-16 

CTW: Isaiah 55:1-11      Reading: Matthew 13:1-23 

 

AGD: We continue this week on the topic of hearing from God. Today I hope to consider some of the barriers 
to hearing—Hearing Impairments if you will. 

Jesus gives four categories of things that interfere with hearing from God. These are the types of things that 
make us hard of hearing. 

I should begin by saying that if you are not regularly hearing God correcting you then you are probably not 
hearing from God. I wanted to preach the Isaiah text but two sermons is probably more than you want to 
hear. Just one we can listen and forget but two and the listening will become a drag. But the text says that 
God’s ways are not our ways. We have to keep that in mind when we are trying to hear from God.  

• God is transcendent 
• God is holy 
• God has other priorities 

 

There are barriers to hearing from God 

1. Satan steals 

2. The cost 

3. The world distracts 

4. Hearts 

 

Sin and obedience—deal with sin and consider if you were obedient with the last thing God said 

Pre-commitment (God is not a consultant) 

Be specific 

If no answer move forward with what you believe is best—but continue to listen 

 

Satan couldn’t steal if our hearts were eager to accept the seed. Seek first the Kingdom God. #1 Mistake is to 
think it is about you.  

The costs don’t look so much when compared to the price God paid to redeem us. Our crosses are costly but 
His was infinitely more so. 

If we less preoccupied with this world. If our priorities were shifted then we would not allow ourselves to lose 
what God is giving 

More than anything else what we receive from God depends on our hearts. You know what softens hard 
hearts? Do you know what opens closed hearts? What is the hope for rocky and divided hearts? It is the love 
of God. 

 


