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Petersburg Cumberland Presbyterian Church  “> Son of Man”     5-1-16 

CTW:  I Peter 1:3-9        READING:  John 14:6-31 

AGD: Today’s sermon is going to be theologically dense. I apologize for that in advance but we are dealing 
with what is probably the greatest theological issue of human existence—Suffering 

Three weeks ago we considered how God and His purposes for us are greater than our hardwiring to seek 
pleasure and avoid pain. Then we studied the next week that God’s grace is greater than His judgment. Last 
week I thought we were done with this series on suffering when we were reminded that God’s love is greater 
than any created thing. For as great as our suffering may be it is temporary but our relationship with God is 
everlasting. We cannot be separated from His love. 

Today we will dig even deeper to explore Jesus’ words that the Father was greater than Himself.  

• Doesn’t mean Jesus was not divine but that Jesus was in temporary state. (Humbled). Jesus called 
Himself the Son of Man—a title revealing His humanity. 

• He accepted the limitations of human beings—finitude (space, time, body), submission and suffering 
under sin. 

• The Father on the other hand retained all His eternal glory and power and His dominion 

Jesus said those who believe in Him will do the works that He does and even greater works. 

He did such amazing things that we dismiss His miracles as unique to Him. While it is true God (Father and 
Spirit) did many miracles to confirm Jesus as the Christ it is also true that human beings CAN live the life of 
faith Jesus lived. 

• When we just think of Jesus as Divine then we give ourselves an out for our weak faith. As far as His 
calling and His destiny or purpose if you will, then Jesus was unique but we are all unique. Your call is 
not mine nor mine yours. God has a unique purpose for us all and the same power of God that Jesus 
lived by is available to us all. 

• But we don’t depend on God like Jesus do we? 
• “I just do what I see the Father doing” 
• Jesus promises the Holy Spirit 

Jesus humbled Himself—even to death on a cross. 

• We can’t even humble ourselves to submit to one another 
• We certainly don’t die easily but we fight and scrape and struggle to live and have it all. 
• Hebrews 2:9-10 –God has a purpose for man and it is to rule over creation. Sin cost us that dominion. 

To reclaim it for us the Son allowed Himself to be made “for a little while lower than the angels.” In His 
humbled estate Jesus obeyed God even through suffering and death (which was God’s grace to us and 
the glory and honor Christ won for Himself) 

• For it was fitting for Him/God…to perfect/complete the author (Christ) of our salvation through 
sufferings. To correct what was wrong in the world, to break the power of sin, God had to suffer. In 
faith, submission and obedience to the Father the Son subjected Himself under the brokenness of the 
world, bearing it’s pain (separation from God) so that break the dominion of sin and Satan and restore 
it to human beings. 
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Jesus said His disciples should rejoice that He was about to return to the Father. His temporary humiliation 
was ending and He would once again assume the full glory of the Godhead. In His humble estate Jesus 
accomplished what was necessary to redeem a sinful human race and reconcile us with a Holy God. 

We would do well to be like Jesus—being obedient even in suffering—for it brings about glorification—first for 
Christ but also for us. 

Philippians 2”5-13 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed 
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, 
God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every 
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to 
will and to work for His good pleasure. 

 


