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Petersburg Cumberland Presbyterian Church  “>Pleasure-Pain”     4-10-16 

CTW:  Psalm 71   READING:  Acts 5:12-42 

AGD: I got an email the other day that must be from God. Well, not from God directly but it is so perfect a 
solution to my problems that I think of it that way. It was from a “Thompson Duke” who works at a bank in 
Ouagadougou Branch. I don’t even know where that is but its so exciting! He got my name “from a reliable 
web directory.” 

Anyway it seems this guy who had an account at the bank died. The guy was a foreigner like me and Sir Duke 
(well he doesn’t say he’s a sir but I like to think of him that way) anyway Sir Duke says “no matter my 
country” I can lay claim to the account. 

Sir Duke says my “integrity and trustworthiness” will make us successful without any risk. And I was a little 
afraid of getting into trouble for acting like I was family to this dead guy. 

Faithful Mr. Thompson Duke will set up a new bank account and after we transfer the money he will keep 45% 
and I will keep 45%. Now that seems fair since I wouldn’t have even known about the money if he had not 
contacted me besides if the dead guy’s balance is “US $35.5 million” like he reports (And I have no reason to 
doubt him) then that means my part is US $15.975 million. 

You know what I could do with 16 million dollars? I could get a new ride, pay off the house. I could blow this 
Popsicle stand altogether! Not that I wouldn’t come back to visit you all or at least send you some postcards. 
That’s why I think it’s from God—miracle money that solves all my problems. 

Oh and that’s not even the best part! You know I said we would split the money 45/45? Well, half of that 
remaining 10% will go to bank fees but get this the other 5% ($1,775,000) will go to charity! “No way!” you 
say! Who give that much money away? But Sir Duke and I are going to give it to “charity and motherless 
babies homes.” 

See why I see this as divine favor? 

Now, I just have to get him my Social Security Number, credit card number and my bank account information. 
Dana, will you help me with that right after church today? Then I gotta email it 
to thompsonduke@fixcobf.com... I shouldn’t have told you that address! 

-------------------------- 

Do you know what makes people to susceptible to scams and “solutions” like that? Yeah, it’s greed and 
materialism but underneath that it’s because our brains are hardwired to seek pleasure and avoid pain. 

• Hot rivet 
• We want to do what leads to comfort and pleasure and avoid anything that is difficult or painful 
• And this pain/pleasure brain drives a lot of our greed and selfishness.  

Today, I want to explore suffering and struggles. I do so cautiously because suffering is real and I don’t want 
to come across as unrealistic or indifferent or God forbid, dismissive of suffering but I do hope to throw some 
light on how we as Christians understand and deal with pain and suffering. It’s very different than how the 
world deals with it. 
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In our text the apostles, all 12 including the new guy Matthias, get a heavy dose of suffering.  

• The text is so sparse (vs 40 “and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged 
them not to speak in the Name of Jesus, and let them go.” It’s easy to pass over.  

• But this wasn’t a pedestrian beating—the Sanhedrin was infuriated and humiliated. And it wasn’t a 
whack or two but probably 39 lashes since Leviticus said to hit a man more than 40 times would 
degrade him. Of course the whip would have had 3 or more strands so 39x3=117 stripes so I’m not so 
sure respect for the offender was their concern, even if they were technically within the limits of God’s 
Law. 

But the Apostles leave rejoicing. 

Like I said are brains are wired to seek pleasure and avoid pain. Usually we don’t rejoice after experiencing 
hardship or misfortune. I don’t think I would have left rejoicing 

So what did they have that made it possible to rejoice? 

1. Centered on Truth  
a. We think of pain and pleasure more than we think of what we ought to do. We don’t ask, “What 

is right?” We ask, “What do I want?” 
b. The Twelve were fixated on living and speaking the truth 

2. Obedience over anything else 
a. Are we called to be comfortable or to be obedient? Should we not be obedient—even if that 

means suffering? 
b. We may never get to a place to “fellowship in His sufferings” if we are not willing to be obedient 
c. Is it not possible or permissible for God to ask of His servants to serve Him even if it means 

suffering? 
i. The Disciples had a revelation—they recognized that their beating was really 

the same cost that Jesus paid to do God’s will 
3. Loving loyalty 

a. Their suffering didn’t make them question God’s love 
b. Being secure in God’s unfailing love does more than anything I know to bear things with 

endurance 

And they had faith in the face of suffering—the vision to see beyond immediate circumstances. (Even to trust 
God when they couldn’t see at all). 

• Didn’t Jesus warn us “to count the cost” and that if they hated Him the world would also hate us? 
Didn’t He also say, “Fear not, for I have overcome the world?” 

Over and over in our text the disciples defy the religious rulers of the day. They preach when they are told to 
be silent. They preach even when it brings suffering. And God stands by? No, God shows up with power. Here 
we have the church as it ought to be—leaders leading the people in faith and God’s grace all over them. That 
grace giving them opportunity serve, heal people and draw the lost to God Himself. And is that not what the 
Gospel is? That God in Christ Jesus has made a way for sinful people to be in relationship with Him. 

There is a lot of things you can receive grace for. Just about anything you have faith for really. But where you 
see God’s grace most powerfully at work in the book of Acts is when the Church is giving witness to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. God is all for that because Jesus is the Only Way to the Life, Love and Liberty  
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By contrast to the disciples what was motivating the religious rulers?  

• Vs 17—jealous and anger/indignation 
• Pride and selfishness (They felt entitled to use their power for selfish gain) 
• Fear of being (rightly) held to account and offended they were not obeyed—Peter contrasts their 

commands to God’s 
• Vs 33—blood rage 
• Self-serving interest 
• So how often are we moved around by the same things? 

It’s for them to know but it’s possible that a person’s great suffering—sickness, misfortune, mistreatment—to 
be a blessing. Sometimes suffering is really an invitation for us to deepen their connection with God.  

This is where I want to be extra cautious because I don’t want to minimize or dismiss anyone’s pain but I do 
want to say that life with God is more than pain. There are greater things than pain or pleasure. I see in this 
text a group of people who caught hold of a new perspective.  

They wanted to identify more with Christ than with the world. Even suffering with Christ was 
preferable to being comfortable with the world. We live in this world but we are not of this world. 

 

CLOSE: In a sinful world suffering is inescapable. It comes as a result of the inherent brokenness of the 
creation, as a result of our own sin or foolishness or the sin of others. The pain is real but it’s not eternal. In 
fact, it cannot not pass the barrier of death. It cannot follow you home if your eternal home is with the Lord.  

Jesus Himself drank the cup of our suffering. He is not a stranger to pain. In His body on the cross Jesus 
Christ experienced all the pain of human suffering but being obedient to God was more to Him than the pain. 

He endured the cross and despised the shame and now sits at the right hand of God the Father interceding for 
us. His pain is not even over. He continues to suffer with us. When you suffer, you are never alone. God is not 
a spectator in our pain but a willing participant because He loves us. 

And while His love will last forever our suffering will not. One day we will arrive in His presence and with His 
own nail scared hand He will wipe away the brokenness, the pain and the tears from our eyes.  

More real is our hope than our suffering. God is more than faithful enough to save us. His power is greater 
than sin and suffering and all that is wrong with us. 

You have a brain but you are not a brain. The Spirit that indwells you through the redemptive work of Jesus 
Christ is greater than your brain. God’s love is a greater motivator than any earthly pain or pleasure. Let God, 
not your pain or pleasure, determine how you live. 


