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The practice of chemistry touches every part of our lives. Your 
pharmaceuticals, fibres, plastic, petroleum and food has likely been 
created, checked or modified by a chemist. Furthermore, chemists 
develop more efficient and sustainable ways to use raw materials and 
manufacture products, minimizing both the cost and the environmental 
impact. Chemists also play crucial roles in environmental monitoring 
and remediation, protecting your health and safety by ensuring the 
quality of the water you drink and the purity of the air you breathe. 

For those reasons and many more, the practice of chemistry in Alberta 
is regulated by the provincial government through the Association of 
the Chemical Profession of Alberta (the ACPA). 

In Alberta, only chemists who are registered members of the ACPA may 
use the titles P.Chem. (Professional Chemist) or C.I.T. (Chemist in 
Training) as appropriate. These titles provide immediate assurance to 
government, industry and the public that specific levels of education 
and work experience have been met. 

The ACPA is committed to the following objectives:  

1. To ensure that our members meet the high standards of 
professional competence and ethics needed for protection of 
industry and the public. 

2. To increase the knowledge, skills and proficiency of our 
members in all things relating to chemistry. 

3. To foster greater general interest in chemistry and a better 
understanding of the chemical profession by industry and the 
public at large. 

4. To provide a voice for professional chemists in Alberta. 

The ACPA is one of only six professional organizations whose members 
may sign off on Alberta environmental reports or sites for closure. 

What is the ACPA? 
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A profession is a vocation or calling, especially one that involves some 
branch of advanced learning or science. Medicine, law and engineering 
are commonly cited examples of professions, but chemistry is an 
equally worthy profession!  

Professionals are highly educated and experienced persons who can be 
trusted to perform complex tasks to high standards. In the western 
world, professionals normally enjoy considerable work autonomy and 
are paid well for doing creative and intellectually challenging work.  

Professional chemists who meet equivalent education and experience 
qualifications deserve the same respect, status and pay that all other 
professionals enjoy. 

In Canada, every province has its own legislation governing professional 
duties and responsibilities. By law, professions must have an 
independent professional association in each province. National 
associations can advise and assist, but they cannot administer 
professional activities in this country. 

The provincial government cannot provide expert oversight in all the 
professions, so it expects professionals to take responsibility for the 
quality of their own work and to ensure the safety of the public. 
Professionals who are willing to do so and who meet the qualifications 
are given a title that no others are allowed to use, so that the public 
can identify them and use their services confidently. Taking legal 
responsibility for their work usually means that professionals need to 
have errors and omissions (malpractice) insurance. 

Professional associations are self-regulated, which means that they  

- ensure initial competency by requiring strict educational and 
experience qualifications for their professional members, 

- ensure ongoing competency by requiring proof of continuous 
education (professional development credits), 

- educate their members regarding legal responsibilities to ensure 
safety of the public, 

- require their members to abide by a code of ethics, and 

- enforce the rules through a disciplinary committee that has the power 
to strip professionals of their membership and right to use the title. 

In this province, the ACPA is the sole self-regulated association for 
professional chemists under Alberta law. 

What is a professional? 
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Many of you will use your BSc, MSc, or PhD in chemistry to get a job 
and to develop your career. If you qualify for full membership in the 
ACPA as a Professional Chemist, you will benefit in several ways: 

Recognition 
Your P.Chem. title will demonstrate to your employer, your colleagues, 
and your clients that you are a qualified, practicing professional 
chemist and that you continually upgrade your skills and knowledge. 

Professional Stamp 
Every P.Chem. is issued a personalized professional stamp, which is 
used to certify that a professional chemist has taken responsibility for 
the quality of the work that has been stamped and signed. 

Sign-Off Opportunities 
Full (P.Chem.) ACPA members who have expertise in environmental 
remediation and reclamation of upstream oil and gas sites are now 
allowed to take responsibility for professional sign-off in these areas. 
The Alberta government will be granting sign-off authority to 
professional chemists in many other areas of chemical practice in the 
future. Chemists who do not have professional status (P.Chem.) will 
not have the legal authority to sign off work in any of these areas. 

Networking 
The ACPA provides opportunities to network with your peers and share 
ideas, work opportunities, and other news about the profession. 

Professional Development 
The ACPA provides workshops and seminars in support of lifelong 
learning for our members. We will help you advance your skills and 
knowledge to keep ahead of rapidly changing needs and technologies. 

Member Benefits 
ACPA members will soon be able to take advantage of group rates for 
home and auto insurance. We also hope to offer discounted rates for 
errors and omissions insurance in the near future as well.  

Advocacy 
The ACPA is the voice of professional chemists in Alberta, with 
important links to several ministries within the government of Alberta. 
The ACPA is a full member of the PRO6 group (which includes the 
Alberta professional associations of engineers and geoscientists, 
biologists, agrologists, foresters, and forestry technologists) and of the 
Joint Environmental Professional Practice Board.  

Career Mobility 
The ACPA has reciprocal agreements with increasing numbers of other 
professional chemist associations across Canada. If you are a P.Chem. 
in Alberta, you should have no trouble qualifying for membership in 
similar organizations in other provinces. 

 

Why should students be interested? 

The “P.Chem.” title says 
that you are a true 
professional who is 
deserving of respect  

and recognition.  
Use the title with pride. 

 

Sample of the ACPA stamp 
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Full-time students in CSC-accredited chemistry programs in Alberta can 
join the ACPA as student members for free. All you need to do is the 
following: 

1. Fill out the Student Member form on the “Membership” page of 
the ACPA website at www.pchem.ca, and  

2. Send us an original transcript of your university course 
registrations for the current year. (Student members must send 
in a new transcript each year.) 

To find out whether you are in a CSC-accredited chemistry program in 
Alberta, check the list of accredited programs for Alberta universities 
at http://www.cheminst.ca/index.php?ci_id=1891&la_id=1 on the 
Canadian Society for Chemistry (CSC) website. 

 

Student membership 
 in the ACPA is free. 

How can students join the ACPA? 

To qualify for full membership in the ACPA, you will need to have 
received a four-year Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry from a 
CSC-accredited university in Alberta (or the equivalent). The minimum 
educational requirement is 16 single semesters of chemistry courses, 
including at least four half-year courses (or equivalent) at the 3rd-year 
or 4th-year year university level. At least two half-year chemistry 
courses must be in each of the four major chemistry disciplines: 
organic, inorganic, physical, and analytical. Since some CSC-accredited 
programs allow course substitutions that do not meet ACPA 
requirements, be sure to plan your degree program carefully! If in 
doubt, please e-mail our Registrar at <registrar@pchem.ca>.  

To obtain full ACPA membership as a Professional Chemist and the right 
to use the title of P.Chem., you must also demonstrate at least two 
years of full-time chemistry-related work experience, with at least one 
year of this work experience being obtained in Canada. Only the 
Professional Chemist category of membership has full rights, privileges, 
and responsibilities. 

If you have met the educational requirements but do not yet have 
enough work experience, you may apply for membership as a Chemist-
in-Training (C.I.T.) and have the right to that title in Alberta. When you 
have enough of the right work experience, you can then apply to 
become a Professional Chemist. 

How can you become a PChem? 

To become a full member of 
the ACPA (a P.Chem.),  
you will need to meet  
strict educational and  

work experience 
requirements. 
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If you have enough of the right kind of chemistry courses, you can 
apply to become a Chemist-in-Training (C.I.T) using the application 
form available on the “Membership” page of the ACPA website at 
www.pchem.ca.  

If you are missing one or more of the required courses, you have 
several options: 

1. Take and pass the missing course(s) 

2. Pass the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) in the deficient area(s) 

3. Pass the graduate student entrance exams(s) in the deficient 
area(s) in the Chemistry Department of an Alberta university  

Once you have met both the course requirements and the work 
experience requirements, you can apply to become a full member 
(P.Chem.).  

The ACPA, together with other professional chemist organizations 
across Canada and with the CIC, is also developing professional practice 
examinations in chemistry. These exams will include sections on ethics, 
relevant legislation, quality assurance, and professional liability. All 
full members of the ACPA will eventually be required to pass these 
exams as well. 

What happens after graduation? 

If you are missing some 
courses in chemistry,  
you still have options. 

The ACPA has designed a distinctive gold or silver ring that may be 
worn (if desired) as an indication of full Professional Chemist status. 
The Chemist’s Ring, like the ACPA professional stamp, is modelled on 
the classic representation of the benzene ring. 

Purchase of a Chemist’s Ring is optional and is made available on a 
cost-recovery basis. Rings can be ordered by any ACPA Professional 
Chemist in good standing. Each ring will be engraved inside the band 
with “ACPA” and the membership number of the purchaser. 

Formal presentation of Chemist’s Rings normally occurs at the Annual 
General Meeting of the ACPA, but rings may also be delivered by mail. 
Further information is available at www.pchem.ca.  

What is the Chemist’s Ring? 

Chemist’s Ring of the ACPA 



 

Chemistry Students and the ACPA 
 

Page 6 
 

 

The objectives of the ACPA Code of Ethics are the following: 

1. To promote and increase the knowledge, skills and proficiency of its members in all things relating to 
chemistry. 

2. To foster greater interest in and better understanding of the chemical profession by industry and the 
public at large. 

3. To set standards for competency, fitness and moral character for our members that will ensure the 
protection of industry and the public and generally reflect credit on the chemical profession and the 
Association. 

Duties of Members to the Public: 

1. A member shall have proper regard in all his or her work for the safety, health and welfare of the 
public. 

2. A member shall protect the public welfare by acting responsibly at all times and by cooperating with 
government and consumer agencies. 

3. A member shall not be associated with enterprises contrary to the public well-being or sponsored by 
persons of questionable integrity. 

Duties of Members to their Employers or Clients: 

1. A member shall provide competent and responsible services, and shall only undertake work which he or 
she is competent to carry out. 

2. A member shall be honest, diligent and conscientious in the performance of his or her duties. 

3. A member shall not be engaged in activities conflicting with his employment, nor accept remuneration 
for services rendered other than from his or her employer or client, unless his or her employer or client 
gives written consent to do so. 

4. A member shall set fees which fairly reflect the knowledge, skill and time involved in performing 
services. 

5. A member shall not disclose confidential information without the express consent of his or her 
employer or client. 

Duties of Members to Themselves, Other Members and the Association: 

1. A member shall practice chemistry in accordance with the laws of Alberta and Canada. 

2. A member shall present a good image to the public by maintaining high ethical standards of practice 
and standards of personal ethics that reflect credit to the Association. 

3. A member shall support the Association and further its aims. 

4. A member shall conduct himself or herself towards other members with fairness and good faith. 

5. A member shall endeavour to co-operate with other members, and will encourage the ethical 
dissemination of new methods and technical knowledge. 

6. A member shall not deliberately or maliciously attempt to injure the reputation of another member. 

7. A member shall maintain a high level of competence through continuing education. 

The ACPA Code of Ethics 



 Application for Professional Membership 
 
  
P.O. Box 21017, Edmonton, Alberta T6R 2V4  E-mail: Registrar@pchem.ca Website: www.pchem.ca 

 

I am applying for ACPA membership and registration as indicated below:     (select one category) 

 Professional Chemist (P.Chem.) Annual P.Chem. Dues:   $150.00* 

 Chemist-in-Training (C.I.T.) — applicants with less than 
two years of full-time chemistry-related work experience 

One-Time Non-Refundable 
Application Fee: 

$25.00* Annual C.I.T. Dues:   $75.00* 

 

Dr./Mr./Ms. Surname Given name and initials 

Residence Address ٱ Send mail here Employment Address ٱ Send mail here 

City / Province Postal Code City / Province Postal Code 

Residence Phone Employment Phone Fax E-Mail 
 
Post-Secondary Education  (Attach additional pages if necessary) 
The minimum educational qualification for professional membership is a B.Sc. in Chemistry from an Alberta University or the equivalent from 
elsewhere. Please provide original transcripts, or a photocopy of your degree certificate that has been verified and signed by a Notary 
Public, an ACPA-registered Professional Chemist, or a member of another registered profession approved by the Registrar. 

Dates (from – to) Institution Location Degree Obtained Subject of Degree 

Dates (from – to) Institution Location Degree Obtained Subject of Degree 
 
Chemistry-Related Work Experience  (Attach additional pages if necessary) 
The minimum amount required for P.Chem. membership is two years of full-time chemistry-related work experience or the equivalent. 

Dates (from – to) Employer and Location Position Major Responsibilities 

Dates (from – to) Employer and Location Position Major Responsibilities 
 
Declaration of Applicant 
I hereby certify that the foregoing statements are correct.  
I will provide verification of my education and work experience if and as required. 

Signature Date 
 
Declaration of Reference   The person providing the reference must be a registered professional or a member of the clergy. 

I hereby certify that the applicant is known to me and is of good character. I recommend acceptance of this application. 

Name (please print clearly) Signature Prof. Reg. No. (if applicable) 

Occupation E-mail Telephone 
 
Please make cheques payable to the Association of the Chemical Profession of Alberta. Please submit this completed application form and 
the $25.00 non-refundable application fee to The Registrar, ACPA, P.O. Box 21017, Edmonton, Alberta T6R 2V4   

 
 

ACPA Professional Registration Form 29Nov2003. 

SJB
Typewritten Text

SJB
Typewritten Text
*As of March 2011.



   Application for Retired,  
   Associate, or Student Membership 
 

P.O. Box 21017, Edmonton, Alberta T6R 2V4   E-mail:  Registrar@pchem.ca             Website: www.pchem.ca
 

 
I am applying for ACPA membership in the category indicated below: 
 
  

Retired Member 
 
Please provide your previous registration number: 

  ACPA,    ACPO, or   OCQ 
 
 

 
Annual Dues:  $50.00 

  
Associate Member 
 

 
Open to any individual interested in the practice of chemistry. 

 
Annual Dues:  $50.00 

  
Student Member 

 
Open to students currently enrolled in a university degree 
program in the chemical sciences. 
 

 
Annual submission of an 
original copy of current 
grade transcript. 
(No membership dues.) 

 
 
 
Dr./Mr./Ms. 

 
 
Surname 

 
 
Given name and initials 

 
 
 
 
Residence Address                                     Send mail here 

 
 
 
 
Employment Address                       Send mail here 

 
 
City/Province 

 
 
Postal Code 

 
 
City/Province 

 
 
Postal Code 

 
 
Residence Phone 

 
 
Employment Phone 

 
 
Fax 

 
 
E-Mail 

 
Student Membership Applicants Only:  Post-Secondary Education 

 
 
Enrolled since 
(Date) 

 
 
 
Institution 

 
 
 
Location 

 
 
 
Degree 

 
 
 
Subject of Degree 

 
 
Prior Degree 
Granted (year) 

 
 
 
Institution 

 
 
 
Location 

 
 
 
Degree 

 
 
 
Subject of Degree 

 
Signature of Applicant 

 
 
Signature 

 
 
Date 

 
Please make cheques payable to the Association of the Chemical Profession of Alberta.  Please submit this completed application form 
and your annual dues to The Registrar, ACPA, P.O. Box 21017, Edmonton, Alberta  T6R 2V4. 
No application fee is required for these membership categories. 

 
ACPA Application Form for Retired, Associate and Student Members 08Mar05 

mailto:Registrar@pchem.ca
http://www.pchem.ca/
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