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New Church News

 
The gifts he gave were that some

would be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some
pastors and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for

building up the body of Christ,
until  all  of us come to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of

the Son of God, to maturity, to the
measure of the full stature of

Christ.
- Ephesians 4:11-13 (NRSV)  
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Dear Emily, 
 
Please don't be a one-legged starling...EQUIP others for
ministry!
 
On the way home from church recently I stopped at a traffic
light and watched a group of starlings trying to eat out of a
discarded plastic dish someone had tossed from their car. The
dish had a clear plastic cover that
was split open, enabling the birds
to pick at the feast inside. One of
the birds hopped around the dish
frantically pulling at the lid while
trying to chase the other birds
away. He had just one leg. He
hopped and pecked and picked his
way inside the dish. Plastic and
food spun out from his frenzy.
Mission accomplished  - but what
a mess he made! 
 
Church planting requires a great deal of persistence and
stamina. It's hard building something from nothing, growing
and then multiplying it. Church planters are typically
entrepreneurial-type people. They are often the first ones on
the scene and they quickly figure out how to get stuff done
without a great deal of resources or people - like the one
legged Starling.
 
Part of what effective planters do is to intentionally invite
others into the center of the work; to create teams and
prepare them for ministry.  I like Rick Warren's S.H.A.P.E.
analysis for helping people find their best place on a team (or
best seat on the bus).  
S = the spiritual gifts God uniquely gives us,  
H = the heart that compels us to serve,  
A = the natural abilities we have,  
P = the passion that drives us, and  
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Upcoming Events  
 
Want to know what additional
equipping opportunities we'll be
sharing with our Exponential
contacts? Here's the list:
 
Normal, IL: 
- North Central Jurisdiction Boot
Camp/Basic Training (May 9-12,
2011)
 
Dallas, TX:  
- School of Congregational
Development (July 27-31, 2011)
  
- Boot Camp/Basic Training
(August 14-18, 2011)
 
Ocean, NJ:  
- Basic Planter Training (August
19-21, 2011)
 
Lakeland, FL:  
- Boot Camp/Basic Training
(August 22-25, 2011)
 
- Hispanic Boot Camp
(November 1-4, 2011)
 
- New Church Leadership
Institute (November 29-
December 1, 2011)
 
Nashville, TN:  
- Church Planting Innovation
Forum (October 19-21, 2011)
 
Baltimore, MD:  
- Boot Camp/Basic Training
(November 15-17, 2011)
 
Fayetteville, AR:  
- New Church Leadership
Institute (January 23-26, 2012)
 
- Boot Camp 2.0 - tune-up for
new starts in years two to five
(January 25-26, 2012)  
 
- Boot Camp/Basic Training (May
7-10, 2012)
 
Portland, OR:  
- New Church Leadership
Institute (March 12-14, 2012)
 
 
The Calendar of Events
at path1.org incldues March
event dates. Look for events in
order by date, not location. If
you have additional events to
add to the calendar, please let
us know! Use the "submit" event

E = the experiences we have already gained in life. When we
seek to equip others to share in the ministry of Christ through
the church we would be wise to consider their unique shape.
 
So, how's your ministry shaping up? Are you going at it like a
one-legged Starling or are you finding ways to invite and
equip others to join in the ministry too?
 
An old Amish saying goes like this, "Many hands make light
work." If the work feels heavy to you right now maybe you're
not investing enough of your time and resources equipping
others. The choice is yours:  hop around solo or hand the
ministry to the people God has sent you. 
 
Moving Forward in Faith,
 
Gary Shockley, Path 1's Number One Fan 

Exponential 2011 - Largest Gathering of
Planters on the Planet?
What happens when you cross the
"Largest Gathering of Planters" with the
United Methodist Church Planting
Movement?  We will let you know after
Path 1 participates in Exponential 2011
as a silver sponsor! Billed as "the largest
gathering of church planters on the
planet," this event will enable us to
reach 4,000 participants from April
26-29, 2011.

In addition to having a display area, we will have an ad in the
program book and will distribute materials in participant
bags. A team of Path 1 annual conference developers, staff
strategists, and others will be on hand to "meet and greet"
prospective planters who feel called to plant churches through
The United Methodist Church. We believe that many who
attend this event are longing to be United Methodists - they
just might not know that yet!

A big THANK YOU to these annual conference partners, who
made the sponsorship possible: 

Arkansas Annual Conference - Bob Crossman
Central Texas Annual Conference - Gary Lindley
Florida Annual Conference - Mont Duncan
Northern Illinois Annual Conference - Martin Lee
North Texas Annual Conference - Jim Ozier
Virginia Annual Conference - Marc Brown

 
If you're planning to attend the event, please stop by and see
us! If you are interested in being a part of the team of
greeters, please contact Emily Reece or Candace Lewis.

From the UMC New Church Starts Blog: 

EQUIP Planters for Effectiveness 
In any healthy church
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planting toolslink at the top of the page to
add your equipping event to our
listing.
 

On the Move... Thanks to
your Support!
  
Your apportionment giving helps
fuel this movement and will
allow staff to accomplish the
following in March/April:

Translating and editing new
Spanish-language resources for
church planting 
------------------------------------
Partnering with annual
conferences for exploratory
meetings and ongoing
consultation throughout the U.S.
------------------------------------
Updating Lay Missionary Planting
Network (LMPN) materials to
enhance our partnerships with
area design teams and
participants
 ------------------------------------
Preparing for our team's
involvement in the School of
Congregational Development,
July 27-31, in Dallas, Texas 
------------------------------------
Mentoring LMPN participants in
New York Annual Conference 
------------------------------------
Creating a strategic planning
process related to planting
racial/ethnic new churches
------------------------------------
Coordinating upcoming events -
SCD, Innovation Forum,
Pentecost Journey Training, NEJ
planter training, etc.
------------------------------------
Preparing for our presence at
Exponential 2011 in Orlando
------------------------------------
Coordinating seminary research
project related to Path 1 and
United Methodist church planting
------------------------------------
Preparing to launch additional
Lay Missionary Planting Network
training sites in Idaho and
Montana in May
------------------------------------
Working with congregational
developers to collect data for
reports on our quadrennial goals
of assessing and equipping
1,000 prospective planters and
planting 650 new churches
------------------------------------
Meeting with the General Board
of Discipleship directors, March
16-19, in Nashville

multiplication system, certain
practices seem to produce more
fruit, as we find leaders and
partner churches, EQUIP them
for effectiveness, plant and
multiply. Here are a few best
practices that equip planters,
teams and Annual Conference
leaders. 

1. Where possible, enable high-potential leaders to serve on
a successful planting team or within a vibrant, growing
congregation before beginning their work as lead planter
for a new church. To learn more about the power of this
apprenticeship model read Exponential: How You And
Your Friends Can Spread A Missional Movement.  

2. Develop or utilize training in new church development
and multiplication for emerging annual conference leaders
(lay and clergy) to build a culture of multiplication. Utilize
specific tracks at the School for Congregational
Development to equip district superintendents, district
committees and potential partner congregations.

3. Ensure planters, spouses and key members of the
planting team go through "basic training" before they
plant. Coaches sometimes attend training like this with
planters and their teams, which can result in a highly
cohesive plan. See the sidebar for many opportunities
offered throughout the connection.

READ MORE... 
 
Please comment on this blog to add, edit or affirm this list of
fruitful equipping practices.

Cross-Cultural Equipping Opportunity:  
Pentecost Journey Train-the-Trainer Event
Saturday, May 7, 2011
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Grapevine First UMC  
(Central Texas Conference)
  
Demographics point to continual growth of the U.S.
Hispanic/Latino population. Intentional preparation for cross-
cultural ministry has proven to be extremely helpful for
growth and sustainability of this type of ministry. Lay leaders,
missions/outreach chairpersons, and clergy people willing to
facilitate a guide to Hispanic Ministries should plan to attend
this training. 
 
Grapevine First United Methodist Church started a mission
congregation that has vastly expanded its outreach to the
Hispanic population around the church. The congregation
exemplifies a mindfulness and willingness to be in ministry
with their Hispanic neighbors so will enrich the event with
their insights and models.
  

This ground-breaking event trains
people from local churches/ districts/
conferences to be facilitators for the
Pentecost Journey using the resource
of the same name.  
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Developing new church planting
resources in partnership with
folks in the field 

SCD 2011: Dallas · July
 
The 2011 United Methodist
School of Congregational
Development will take place in
Dallas, Texas, July 27-31. The
school offers training for both
new congregations and
established churches that seek
to create new places for new
people.  
 
The basic schedule involves an
Intensive class (which meets
Wednesday afternoon and 
Thursday morning), a Ministry
Track (Thursday afternoon and
Friday) and two Workshop
choices (one Saturday morning
and one Saturday afternoon).
For the new church options,
please look for the titles
listed in GREEN on the
registration and information
site.
 
Questions? Please contact
path1@gbod.org. We will send
more detailed information about
SCD in a separate email
newsletter in April.  

Question of the Month:
 
What resources have you
found really help EQUIP

planting teams?
 
Click on the question above to

post your answer.  
Can't wait to hear from you!

 

Follow-up Links
  
About Path 1
  
At these Events
  
About GBOD  
  
About Exponential 2011
  
About Grapevine First UMC
Hispanic Ministries  

 
The $50 registration fee includes the
training and a copy of the resource.  
 
Interested in attending?  
 

Contact Blanca Longhurst (blonghurst@gbod.org) for
registration and more information.
 

Innovation Forum Rescheduled for October
19-21, 2011 - Nashville
  
Now is time to begin inviting your
innovators to the Church Planting
Innovation Forum! The Forum brings
together the very best of what's happening
in the the church planting world and
creates environments that spark
innovation.  This event will maximize
learning and interaction for new church
start planters, congregational developers,
district superintendents, coaches and
congregational leaders partnering to start new communities of
faith. 

 
Invest good R & D time with

Bill Easum as he shares trends and insights from his
consulting and coaching career
Some of the most creative planters and coaches from
across the connection with ideas about making the
seven seasons of church planting more fruitful
Colleagues using Open Space Technology to explore
your topic or answer your burning question

So hold the dates, assemble your team (bring 3 and the 4th
goes FREE) and look for registration and more information
soon! 

As always, the New Church Starts staff at GBOD stand ready
to assist you with any of these tools, tips, and ideas.
Call, email or connect with us on the Path 1 Facebook fan
page (you'll want to "Like" this page to receive automatic
newsfeeds to your Facebook page). Continue sharing
questions, learnings and resources with planters through the
Path 1 New Church Start Movement group.

Sincerely,
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