
DISCIPLESHIP @ URBAN VILLAGE CHURCH 

The Stations of Your Faith Community 

 

Urban Village Church in Chicago created a map diagram based on the famous Chicago “L” train maps. In this 

diagram, there are multiple stations where persons can get on board the Urban Village faith community. Urban 

Village does not expect that all will enter their community via public worship – although they recognize that 

worship is a major portal of entry.  As they envisioned varied stations, they discovered that some were “inbound” 

and some “outbound.”   

 

Here is the Urban Village map. Notice the varied possibilities for getting on board.  Notice that some experiences are 

more inward in their energy, others more outward. Some are more geared for an individual journey and others for a 

communal experience.   

 

An “Old School” Map 

Though not always traveled on a clear day, discipleship is a journey with a map: to be disciples of Jesus is to love God 

and love our neighbor. Inspired by our great city, we envision discipleship as an “L” ride – a discipLeship journey, if 

you will – that integrates and offers our whole life.  The inbound train is about loving God.  Through worship, 

spiritual practices, healthy living, Bible study, and community we love God and receive God’s grace.  The outbound 

train is about loving our 

neighbor.  As we practice 

invitation, service, vocation, 

seeking justice and 

stewardship, we become the 

grace we’ve received from 

God.  The journey of 

discipLeship is one of 

receiving love to give it and 

giving love to receive it. 

 

 

 

This approach harkens back to an ancient concept that was re-popularized in the mid-twentieth century by Church 

of the Savior in Washington, D.C., through a book (by Elizabeth O’Connor) entitled Inward Journey/Outward 

Journey.  One could make a compelling case that Church of the Savior was the birthplace of the modern Missional 

Church concept, where church membership privileges are secondary to mission responsibility in the world. In the 

1970s they were just an oddity, unlike any other church around.  True pioneers, they were more in sync with the 

currents and trends of early 21st century than the time in which they developed.   

 



During the latter half of the twentieth century, Church of the Savior grew to 900 worshippers a week on around a 

dozen campuses in relatively small worship gatherings. With these persons, they started more than two dozen 

significant helping institutions that minister to poor and marginalized people in Washington, D.C.  A few hundred 

people mobilized themselves to serve many thousands of people.  The entryway to community was more often a 

service experience than a worship experience.  Urban Village is growing on a similar trajectory fifty years later.   

 

If your church were to create its own map, with at least six critical stations (public worship being one of them), what 

would these stations be?  Feel free to mark up the blank map below and to draw one on the wall for the group to 

use. What might you name the stations?  How would you develop each station in a way that it will actually attract 

and invite people from the community where you live and serve? Which stations would you develop first, and 

which others might you hold back for a few months or years, until the first ones develop? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does your map address the following concerns?   

• What do you offer other than worship?   

• How will you help people to express their individuality and answer their questions about faith?  

• Where will people get started helping others?  


