
  
Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your minds, so 
that you may discern what is 
the will of God - what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.  

- Romans 12:2 (NRSV) 
  

Seven Seasons of 
Planting a New Church  
Many people seem to think that a 
new church isn't truly a "church" 
until worship, open to anyone who 
will come, occurs each week. 
Worship is essential, of course, 
but "church"  is about many other 
things as well.   
Path 1 has studied many new 
churches and found that seven 
key seasons influence their 
success. This newsletter explores 
the first two: Discerning and 
Visioning.  
Whenever a planter brings 
together the first few people who 
begin praying, visioning and 
working toward the creation of a 
new church, the church has 
already begun. Discerning and 
Visioning play key roles in the 
early days of a new church,  
influencing the cyclical seasons of 
planting and growing that follow. 
Discerning and Visioning never 
end, but rather inform and impact 
all other seasons in the life of the 
church.  
We'd love to hear your feedback 
about the ideas in this newsletter. 
Use the Facebook "Question of the 
Month" link below to share your 
thoughts. 

 

Discerning and Visioning 
January 2011 

Dear Friend of Path 1, 
 
Have you noticed how prolific 
coaching has become in our 
culture? I just googled the word 
"coaching" and found 58,900,000 
results. It showed me websites for 
career, life, sports and executive 
coaching. I even found a site called 
Rich Dad's Coaching. Apparently, if 
you are a father and have lots of 
money you need a coach to help 
you figure out how to spend it!  
   
I do a fair amount of coaching in my 
Path 1 work, focused exclusively on new church development. 
My wife Kim is a full-time ministry coach with a focus mainly 
on the transformation of existing churches. We have some 
interesting conversations. While there are some differences in 
our methodologies we agree on this: Good coaching helps a 
person (or an organization) get from where they are to 
where they want to be or, better yet, where God wants 
them to be. These crucial steps epitomize discerning and 
visioning.  
  
I have planted two United Methodist churches. I didn't have an 
"official" coach for the first one (a church planter friend of 
mine in a neighboring community met with me and let me pick 
his brain and cry on his shoulder) and waited a little too long 
to get a coach for the second one. If I could rewind the tape I 
would have INSISTED on working with a good coach from the 
moment I began discerning and visioning for those 
congregations. The support, insights and partnership would 
have been invaluable.  
  
Just last week, an annual conference leader was lamenting to 
me how difficult it has been to find good coaches for his church 
plants. Guess where I pointed him? Yes, to our Path 1 

Page 1 of 4News from the Path: Discerning and Visioning

2/16/2011http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=shqyfkcab&v=001uhMSa17EQAe6Z...



 
Join our Mailing List!  

  

In This Edition 
Facebook "Question of the 
Month" 

Visioning a "Porch" for your 
New Church 

Preparing for Ministry with 
Hispanic/Latino Persons 

On the Move... Thanks to 
your Support!  
Your apportionment giving helps 
fuel this movement and will allow 
staff to accomplish the following 
in January and February: 
 
Listening and exploring church 
planting opportunities during 
Discovery Week in Iowa  
------------------------------------ 
Leading follow-up consultation 
with our partners in Mississippi 
------------------------------------ 
Meeting with the Path 1 Team in 
Nashville  
------------------------------------ 
Working with the Native American 
Comprehensive Plan to move 
forward in our Lay Missionary 
Planting Network (LMPN) 
partnership  
------------------------------------ 
Facilitating sessions of 
LMPN training in Greater New 
Jersey and Desert Southwest 
------------------------------------ 
Planning for the First-Ever Church 
Planting Innovation Forum, March 
31-April 1 
------------------------------------ 
Preparing new promotional 
communications for UMC presence 
at April's Exponential 2011 
conference  
------------------------------------ 
Building a fund development 
infrastructure to stoke the church 

Coaching Network! I encourage you to register for our 
upcoming Church Planting Innovation Forum and recommend 
that you reach out to Dr. Phil Maynard, who serves as the 
part-time director of our Path 1 Coaching Network. Phil's 
commitment is to develop the best new church start coaches 
out there! 
  
Okay, so do you REALLY need to have a coach? Do you want 
this project that you're pouring your blood, sweat and tears 
into to succeed wildly? Do you envision reaching more people, 
younger people, more diverse people for the Kingdom? Or do 
you want to figure this thing out on your own and bemoan the 
fact that you don't have good help? Hey, the choice is yours!   
  
Moving Forward in Faith! 
 
Gary Shockley  
Executive Director,  
Division of New Church Starts 
  

Tools for the Season of Discerning 
The discernment process begins when a prospective planter 
(or potential partner congregation) senses God's calling to 
plant a new church. Such a divine calling is greater than 
simply a desire to start a new community of faith. This calling 
gets affirmed by others who assess and affirm the necessary 
gifts for this ministry. Ongoing discernment could occur in 
regional training events, personal or corporate study, prayer, 
and conversations with experienced church planters or 
partnering congregations.   
 
Are you called to plant a church? Check out these resources as 
a starting point for your personal Season of Discerning. Try 
these tips to assess your church's readiness  to multiply its 
ministry through church planting.  

Are You Visioning a "Porch" for 
Your New Church? 
by Erik Hall, planter, Barnegat Anew  
  
Where I grew up, in Northern New Jersey, all of the homes in 
the neighborhood had front porches. They were places for 
people to gather. Even strangers - and those we wouldn't 
necessarily invite into our homes for a formal visit - were 
welcomed onto the porch.  
  
Porches are inclusive, gathering places, but they are also 
transitional places, connecting the intimate inside with the big-
wide-world outside. Jesus was fond of inviting people onto the 
"porch."  
  
I've noticed that Jesus was always drawing the circle of 
inclusivity (his "porch") larger and wider than where his 
followers were comfortable. He often redrew his "circle" to 
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planting movement 
------------------------------------ 
Enhancing communication with all 
stakeholders 
------------------------------------ 
Developing new resources in 
partnership with folks in the field  
------------------------------------ 
Continuing to work with 17 annual 
conferences in their 
implementation of LMPN, 
identification of potential partner 
churches, and church planting 
systems.  
------------------------------------ 

Question of the Month: 
How can I assist 

prospective planters to 
discern their calling to 

church planting ministry?  
  
Click on the question above to 
post your answer. Can't wait to 
hear from you! 
  

Learn More... 
  
At These Events  
  
 
About Planter Assessment 
  
 
About Readiness 360 
  
 
About Path 1 Coaching  
 
  
About Erik and Barnegat Anew 
 
 
About Upper Room Books 
 
  
About GBOD 
  
  

make room for the least, the vulnerable, the children, and the 
outcast.  In Mark 9 we find him rebuking his disciples, who 
wanted to stop someone from casting out demons in Jesus' 
name because, strictly speaking, he "wasn't a follower" of 
Jesus. Here, Jesus again widens the circle: "...whoever is NOT 
AGAINST us is for us" (Mark 9:40, NRSV).  
 
Read More  

Discerning and Visioning for 
Ministry with Hispanic/Latino Persons 
  
The U.S. Census projects roughly 47 million persons in the 
United States with Hispanic or Latino heritage - more than 
25% of whom came to this country in the past decade. This 
population trend means changed community demographics 
and presents ministry opportunities for conferences and 
congregations throughout the United States - probably for 
yours!    

As part of its ongoing effort to equip 
congregations to plant new ministries 
with Hispanic/Latino persons, Path1, 
through Upper Room Books, recently 
released Pentecost Journey: A Planning 
Guide for Non-Hispanic/Latino 
Congregations, written by Marigene 
Chamberlain and Melanie Lee Carey.  

This DVD resource helps churches 
develop comprehensive ministry plans 
that honor the uniqueness of the 
Hispanic/Latino cultures while considering 
the intercultural context of ministry in the United States. See a 
sample video from this resource here.  

In addition to this new publication, check out these free, 
downloadable resources for working in Hispanic/Latino church 
planting ministry.  

For additional consultation regarding church planting in the 
Hispanic/Latino context, please contact Path 1's Director of 
Hispanic/Latino New Church Starts, Sam Rodriguez. 

As always, the New Church Starts staff at GBOD stand ready 
to assist you with any of these tools, tips, and ideas. 
Call, email or connect with us on the Path 1 Facebook fan page 
(you'll want to "Like" this page to receive automatic newsfeeds 
to your Facebook page). Continue sharing questions, learnings 
and resources with planters through the Path 1 New Church 
Start Movement group. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Innovation 
Forum Group 
Discount!

Register now for the Church Planting Innovation 
Forum. Buy three, get one free!  
 
Convince your colleagues to attend with you and save! 
Register all attendees from your conference, district, or 
church at the same time and pay $675 by check or credit 
card to get the discount 
fourth registration FREE.  
 
Questions? Call Becky at 615-340-7120.  

Offer Expires: Enter Expiration Date here

You received this email because you signed up at path1.org to "Join the Movement" or indicated in some 
way that you wished to be kept informed about Path 1. Please feel free to forward this message to your 
friends. If you no longer want to receive these newsletters, please remove your name from our lists using 
the "Safe Unsubscribe" link below.

Forward email 

Path 1 | Office of New Church Starts | General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) | P.O. Box 340003 | Nashville | TN | 37203-0003

This email was sent to ereece@gbod.org by path1@gbod.org |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy. 
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