
News from the Path: Gathering

 
After this the Lord appointed seventy

others and sent them on ahead of him
in pairs to every town and place

where he himself intended to go.  He
said to them, "The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; therefore ask

the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest."

- Luke 10:1-2 (NRSV)
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Upcoming Events
  
Hope to see you at some of
these upcoming events: 
 
April 26-29: Exponential 2011 -
Orlando, FL
 
May 7: Pentecost Journey
Facilitator Training - Grapevine,
TX

Gather to Scatter to Gather
April 2011

Dear Friend of Path 1, 
 
 
Our Path 1 staff and others in the United Methodist
church planting movement spend a lot of time thinking
and strategizing with conferences, districts and local
churches around the seven seasons of church
planting. This month, our newsletter focus on the season
of Gathering reminds us of the purpose of our  efforts -
changing the world, one life at a time.
 
In the church, we
often get geared up
for big days like
Easter and then let
out a big sigh when
it's over, as if the
work of keeping
people connected ends
there. Yes,
Easter defines us as
people of resurrection faith. Yes, Easter allows us
to gather many new people and share the good news of
Jesus Christ with those who may have never before
heard the story. Yes, Easter merits our best efforts. But
if we gather people for one important day and then lose
them the next month, what have we gained for God's
reign on earth?
 
I hope, as you're preparing for the Easter Gathering in
your community you're also strategizing about what
comes next for the souls you touch. Check out the ideas
in this newsletter for ways to impact the community as
you gather people and make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.  
 
Moving Forward in Faith,
 
Gary Shockley, Path 1 's Number One Fan 
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May 10-12: NCJ Boot Camp -
Normal, IL
 
July 27-31: School of
Congregational Development -
Dallas, TX
 
August 19-21: NEJ Planter
Training - Ocean, NJ
 
October 18: Facilitation Training
for Coaches - Nashville, TN
 
October 19: Consultation 
Training for Coaches - led by Bill
Easum - Nashville, TN
 
October 19-21: Church Planting
Innovation Forum - Nashville   

On the Move... Thanks to
your Support!
  
Your apportionment giving helps
fuel this movement and will
allow staff to accomplish the
following in months to come:

Translating and editing new
Spanish-language resources for
church planting 
------------------------------------
Partnering with annual
conferences for exploratory
meetings and ongoing
consultation throughout the U.S.
------------------------------------
Preparing for our team's
involvement in the School of
Congregational Development,
July 27-31, in Dallas, Texas 
------------------------------------
Mentoring LMPN participants in
New York Annual Conference 
------------------------------------
Creating a strategic planning
process related to planting
racial/ethnic new churches
------------------------------------
Coordinating upcoming events -
SCD, Innovation Forum,
Pentecost Journey Training, NEJ
planter training, etc.
------------------------------------
Coordinating seminary research
project related to Path 1 and
United Methodist church planting
------------------------------------
Preparing to launch additional
Lay Missionary Planting Network
training sites this spring and fall
------------------------------------
Working with congregational
developers to collect data for
reports on our quadrennial goals
of assessing and equipping
1,000 prospective planters and
planting 650 new churches
------------------------------------
Establishing new processes and

Gathering: Engage your Community
 
Session Four of the Lay Missionary
Planting Network curriculum focuses on
Community. To be specific - it's about
getting to know your community and
getting known in your community. 
 
New churches have a distinct advantage
of serving the community because they
start with a blank slate and without the
baggage of "Oh, that's the church that..."
You get to decide how you want to be
perceived by your community. You get to
manage people's first impressions of
your church by the people you serve and those you gather
along the way. To maximize this opportunity, consider how
your new church answers these questions:

If our church could do anything in our community, what
would we do?
Who can help us discover what the community really
needs and whether our church can meet those needs?
How can we help make people's lives better in our
community?  

If you'd like to receive a sample PDF of the Session Four
Participant Book, which includes more questions and
suggestions for getting to know and serve your community,
please contact us.

From the UMC New Church Starts Blog:
 

Gathering, Serving, and Reaching 
  
Have you visited our blog lately? Here's a sample of
what you'll find there:
  
"Gathering Butts in Seats...What's Your Strategy?" by
Gary Shockley

As a young church planter I was reminded, on more than
one occasion, that my most important task was "getting
butts in seats." Butts, after all, could build much needed
critical mass, bring in dollars for the church coffers, and
satisfy prescribed benchmarks needed for an "official"
launch.READ MORE... 
  

  
"The Gathering Season: One Planter's Current Reality"
by Matthew Johnson, Planter of The Community UMC,
Northern Kentucky

When I began to prepare to plant a church in the
Kentucky suburbs of Cincinnati, I learned something
interesting... Most of the people who live in our mission
zone aren't FROM here.In fact, a large percentage of
people have lived here less than five years.Thus, much of
our gathering work has been done with the idea that
people are longing for a place to belong. READ MORE...

  
  
"Bread for the Journey" by Susan Woodworth, New
York Annual Conference
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criteria for Path 1 coaches and
organizing facilitation and
consultation training for fall
2011 - keynote from Bill Easum
------------------------------------
Compiling applications for media
grants to review and select
recipients for fall weekly worship
launch
------------------------------------
Developing new church planting
resources in partnership with
folks in the field - particularly
learning about multiplication
from folks in Asia in preparation
for writing a book on
multiplication 

Financial Support for  Your
Worship Launch
  
Path 1, in partnership with
Rethink Church at United
Methodist Communications,
offers media grants for churches
preparing for weekly worship
launch. We're currently receiving
media grant applications for the
fall 2011 launch season.
Deadline is May 15.  

Gathering Ideas  
 
We're gathering ideas, just like
you! Have you heard a new idea
that you can't wait to try? Do
you have a great story to share
- and the results that will inspire
others to try it in their context?
Drop us a line. We'd love to
share your story in a future
newsletter or through our blog
or website. Send your stories
(500 words or less, please) to
Path 1. Good news fuels the
church planting movement and
we can't wait to hear yours!
 

Question of the Month:
 
How are you gathering new
people by serving others in

your community?
 
Click on the question above to

post your answer.  
Can't wait to hear from you!

 

Follow-up Links
  
About Path 1
  

We share bread. Every Tuesday evening and Wednesday
morning, individually wrapped loaves of freshly-baked
bread are distributed. The bread (typically between 75-
100 loaves/packages) passes through scores of pairs of
hands, delivered by a growing network of newly-created
small groups throughout northeastern Sullivan County in
the Catskill Mountains of New York. READ MORE...

 
 
"Newspaper Church in a Twitter World" by Beth Estock,
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference

Who do you know who is spiritual but not religious? My
hunch is that you could come up with a substantial list of
friends, relatives, and neighbors that find church as we
know it not relevant to their lives, confusing and frankly
a waste of time. Some of those folks might have had
disappointing experiences with the church and others
might not even think of church as a way to grow
spiritually. READ MORE...

 
To stay current with the UMC New Church Starts blog,
subscribe to the RSS feeds when you read these posts. Feel
free to add your voice to the conversation by commenting on
the posts and answering the bloggers' questions. If you're
interested in writing blogs for Path 1, please contact  Emily
Reece.

New Churches Can Change the World
  
Recently, you may have seen
information about the Call to Action
Research and the measures of
congregational vitality addressed
through the world-wide webcast, United
Methodist Leadership Summit. Most
successful new churches build these
factors of vitality into their DNA to reach
people who may not be reached as
effectively through established
congregations.  
  
At Path 1, we believe that new churches are the game-
changer for The United Methodist Church. As one of the
denomination's four areas of focus we see new congregations
bringing energy, cultural relevance, and world-changing
passion to their ministries, thus influencing the other areas of
leadership, partnering with the poor and stamping out
diseases of poverty.
  
In the coming weeks, your church can be involved in some
global initiatives and lead in changing the world and The
United Methodist Church: 

Encourage your congregation to participate in World
Malaria Day awareness activities and raise funds for
Imagine No Malaria.
Get involved in "Change the World" weekend and serve
your community in a new and creative way.
Use the questions from the Leadership Summit to begin
a dialogue with clergy and lay colleagues in your area
to influence change in your conference.

As always, the New Church Starts staff at GBOD stand ready
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At these Events
  
About GBOD  
    
About Matt Johnson and The
Community   
  
About Change the World  
  
About Path 1 Coaches
 

to assist you with any of these tools, tips, and ideas. Call (877-
899-2780, xt. 7130), email or connect with us on the Path 1
Facebook fan page (you'll want to "Like" this page to receive
automatic newsfeeds to your Facebook page). Continue
sharing questions, learnings and resources with
planters through the Path 1 New Church Start Movement
group.

Sincerely,
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