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Jerry Meusburger and Dianne Revoir plan to retire as owners of
Bargain Upholstery after more than 30 years in business.  
Center: The couple’s dog Emma is a familiar sight at the shop.
Photos by Scott Carlson

Jim Stage

By Scott Carlson

After a 36-year run, the husband and
wife owners of Bargain Upholstery in
South St. Anthony Park plan to close
shop this
summer and
retire. 

Jerry
Meusburger
and Dianne
Revoir said it’s
been a good run
for Bargain
Upholstery, 797
Raymond Ave.
He has focused
on the re-
upholstery
work, she has
handled the books and advertising,

“You start a [upholstery] project
and get to see a finished product three
or four days later,” Meusburger said.
“I will miss the people [customers]
the most.” 

Revoir has enjoyed the variety of
her work. 

“The best thing about the
business is the neighborhood,” she
said. “A lot of other businesses have
been here a long time. It’s been fun to
be with them but also see the
changes.” 

Meusburger never imagined he

Bargain Upholstery closing shop
would have a career as a furniture
upholster. In the 1970s, he left Iowa
to take a job in human resources, and
then attend Luther Seminary in St.
Anthony Park. But when he

answered a
help-wanted
ad for an
upholstering
job,
Meusburger
found a new
calling.

“I got
more excited
about tearing
up furniture
than going to
church,” he

said, laughing. In 1983, after learning
the craft at one Twin Cities shop,
Meusburger decided to open his own
upholstering business. The couple
has faced their share of challenges. At
one time, Bargain Upholstery found
itself competing against bigger
companies that primarily focused on
lower pricing, Meusburger said. 

“It hasn’t been easy, but
fortunately we were able to withstand
the bad times,” Meusburger said.

In recent years, the business has

Look for a new retailer, boreal, to open this month in the commercial
space vacated earlier this year by the popular Bibelot shop on Como
Avenue in St. Anthony Park’s downtown district.

As the Bugle went to press, St. Anthony Park Foundation executive
director Jon Schumacher reported that boreal owners Janet Haugan
and Peggy Merrill plan to operate their store “in the same spirit of
former Bibelot owner Roxanna Freese as a welcoming spot that offers
creative, attractive merchandise for all ages.”  Haugan and Merrill are
former Bibelot employees; Haugan served as Bibelot’s general manager.

Boreal means “far north” in Latin, Schumacher said in his weekly
Foundation email newsletter.  Haugan and Merrill planned to open
boreal pending store remodeling and receipt of the shop’s merchandise,
according to the newsletter.

In January, Freese held a “Retirement Sale” at her St. Anthony Park
store and three other Twin Cities locations. White Bear Lake-based
Good Things took over Bibelot’s Grand Avenue and Linden Hills
locations but closed the St. Anthony Park and northeast Minneapolis
venues. 

—Scott Carlson 

boreal opening at vacant 
Bibelot spot

Venerable Schneider
Drug closes 
By Scott Carlson 

After more than 100 years in
business, the Prospect Park
neighborhood’s vulnerable Schneider
Drug store, 3400 University Ave.
S.E, shuttered its doors for good on
May 1. 

Jim Stage, Schneider Drug’s
owner and pharmacist, blamed
changes in medical insurance
reimbursement practices during the
past year for putting a squeeze on the
longtime pharmacy’s revenue. He
also alluded to growing
redevelopment pressures along the
University Avenue corridor with the

Schneider closes to 15

Bargin Upholstery to 15
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Transition Town –
All St. Anthony Park

This is one of a series of occasional columns from Transition Town–All St. Anthony Park, the neighborhood-based group work-
ing for a local response to climate change: a smaller carbon footprint and a stronger community. You can find out more about
Transition Town at www.TransitionASAP.org.

by Tim Wulling

Shady or sunny roof? It doesn’t
matter. Not a property owner? That
might not matter either.

Anyone with an Xcel Energy
electric bill has options for going
solar. Even if you don’t get an electric
bill, supporting solar with a
modest—or large—investment is
still possible. 

Community solar: Subscribe—or
invest 

In the metro area, subscribing to a
community solar garden is the easiest
way to go solar. Here’s how it works:
A developer leases an urban rooftop
or a rural field and installs a large
array of solar panels— a solar
“garden.” As a subscriber you get
credit for some of the electricity
produced by the array. Xcel enters a
credit on your bill for your portion
of the solar production.

There’s a catch, of course. The
developer sends you a monthly bill to
help pay for the solar installation and
operation. But you come out ahead.

The credit on your electric bill is
larger than what you pay the
developer. (And if you pay a few
thousand dollars up front for “your”
solar panels, your monthly payment
to the developer is even less.) Either
way, with auto-pay the
inconvenience of two monthly bills
is small.

If you’re a St. Paul resident ready
to subscribe to a solar garden, an
option right now is Cooperative
Energy Futures’ [CEF] Ramp A
project, a huge array on top of a
parking ramp by Target Field in
Minneapolis. CEF, a Minneapolis-
based solar co-op, is also pushing to
get community solar gardens on St.
Paul school buildings. Become a
member of CEF for $25, then
subscribe to one of their existing solar
gardens or invest in additional shares
in the co-op to fund new ones. Read
their investment documents
carefully.

For six years, Transition Town –
ASAP’s Community Solar Group has
sought a solar garden in our own
neighborhood. But finding a
commercial building with the right
roof and an owner willing to lease it

for the life of the array has been
surprisingly difficult. Currently, the
most likely prospect is just outside St.
Anthony Park and has made no
commitment. 

Rooftop solar for your home or
business 

Your best return on a solar
investment comes if you own a
property with good sun exposure
(check the map at
solar.maps.umn.edu). An installer
puts an array on your roof, signs you
up with Xcel for net metering, and
applies for rebates. You can have
outright ownership, or in some
arrangements you can lease the array
and avoid much of the up-front cost. 

Some organizations offer “bulk
buy” programs. The organization vets
installers, and you get a pricing
advantage as part of a larger project.
Bulk buys have been—and might
again be—offered by Midwest
Renewable Energy Association and
Cooperative Energy Futures. Check
them out.

Join our June 22 solstice picnic

Meet neighbors and share info on

going solar at Transition Town –
ASAP’s summer solstice potluck
picnic at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, June 22
at Hampden Park. Bring a dish to
share, picnicware for yourself, lawn
chairs or blanket, and a Frisbee or
other lawn games. Check out our
solar oven and taste some samples!
Beverages and music provided. Rain
location: 971 Manvel Street, just
north of the park. 

Meanwhile, visit these helpful
websites.

Clean Energy Resource Teams:
CleanEnergyResourceTeams.org/sola
rgardens 

Cooperative Energy Futures:
CooperativeEnergyFutures.com

Midwest Renewable Energy
Association: MidwestRenew.org

Minnesota Commerce
Department:
https://mn.gov/commerce/consumer
s/your-home/energy-info/solar

Tim Wulling is a retired electrical engi-
neer and lifelong renewable energy ad-
vocate. He lives in St. Anthony Park.

Many Ways to Go Solar

On the roof of Deneen Pottery last spring, Niles Deneen with installers from Midway-based All Energy
Solar.  The pottery on Capp Road is now partly powered by the 400-panel array.  Photo by Mindy
Keskinen.

$3800
Next program begins
October 15th, 2019
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Drop-Off, organized by St. Paul and
District 10, is an opportunity for St.
Paul and Falcon Heights residents to
get rid of the junk they can’t throw
in the trash, and to get rid of it for a
reasonable price. To find out what
you can bring and how much it will
cost, go to https://bit.ly/2MZemCa.
Or look for the flier in your mailbox. 
Volunteers get bonus: If you
volunteer to work a 3.5-hour shift ,
you can get rid of one load of your
junk for free. Volunteers will be well-
fed and hydrated. Register at
www.district10comopark.org/volunt
eer_form.html.
If you are a senior: District 10 will
try to pick up items in advance for
senior citizens in the neighborhood.
You pay for what you are disposing,
but the pickup itself is free. Call
District 10 at 651-644-3889 to get
on the pick-up schedule. Please call
no later than Friday, May 31. 
Future Drop-Offs in other parts of
the city (all are Saturdays from 8
a.m.-1 p.m.):
• June 22: Washington Technology
Magnet High School (Rice at
Nebraska)
• Sept. 14: East Side (exact location
to be determined)
• Sept. 28: Shepard Road (between
Davern and Alton)

Ten elected to Board
More than 120 community
members turned out April 16 to
elect new board members to the
Como Community Council.
Elected to two-year terms, which

approved funding for Phase 2
buckthorn removal at Kasota Ponds.
SAPCC will once again contract to
have Minnesota Native Landscapes
remove the invasive species, this time
along the north and west banks of
the east pond.  

June SAPCC Board Meeting
Thursday, June 13, at 7 p.m.
Jennings School, 2455 W. University
Ave.

SAPCC committee calendar 
Environment:Fourth Wednesday of
the month, 7-9 p.m. 
(Held at SAPCC office 2395 W.
University Ave., Suite 300E)
Equity: First Monday of the month,
5:30-7:30 p.m.
(Held at Seal Hi-Rise 825 Seal St.)
Land Use: First Thursday of the
month 7-9 p.m. 
(Held at Jennings Community
School 2455 W. University Ave.)
Transportation: Last Tuesday of the
month 7-9 p.m.
(Held at SAPCC office 2395 W.
University Ave., Suite 300E)
*Times and locations subject to change.

Como  
District 10 Community Council 

Junk drop-off June 8 at Fairgrounds 
The annual Citywide Drop-Off at
the State Fairgrounds is Saturday,
June 8, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. The

Rodriguez named new community
organizer

The District 10 Como and District
12 St. Anthony Park community
councils have hired Emily Rodriguez
as their new community organizer.  

Rodriguez moved to the Twin Cities
a year ago from the Northern
Virginia and Washington D.C., area,
which is where she grew up. Prior to
her new job, Rodriguez spent two
years organizing and fundraising for
Clean Water Action.

“I was able to work on campaigns in
a number of states and helped pass
legislation in Virginia, Maryland,
Rhode Island, and Minnesota,”
Rodriguez said. “In addition, I’ve
worked on many local elections in
this state, as well as in Virginia and
Maryland and managed Clean Water
Action's contract work with America
Votes and Minnesota Youth
Collective to increase voter turnout
in the midterm elections.

Rodriguez said, “I am deeply
passionate about community
engagement, lifting and centering
voices of community members who
have been historically silenced, and
building conversations and action
within the community that is
equitable and thoughtful.”

Kasota Ponds Restoration
Continues
The Mississippi Watershed
Management Organization has

expire in 2021:
• Chair: Melissa Liu
• Secretary: Marika Staloch
• Sub-District 1: Sarah Reuter
• Sub-District 2: Amanda Rohrer
• Sub-District 3: Sara Benzkofer
• Sub-District 4: Alexis Baker
• At-Large: Debra Verber, Jennifer
Victor-Larsen, Maggie Zimmerman
• In a special election, Mike Ireland
was elected Treasurer, filling the one
year remaining in that term.

Cleaning up Como Lake 
Bring your canoe or kayak on
Saturday morning, June 1 (or rent
one), and team up with other
neighbors to pull trash from Como
Lake. Or you can participate by
walking the shoreline and cleaning
up litter there. 
District 10 will supply snacks,
beverages, and equipment. Join the
cleanup anytime between 9 a.m. and
noon. 
To sign up: Fill out the online form
at
www.district10comopark.org/lake_cl
eanup.html.

Join Community Yoga on June 9
District 10’s next Community Yoga
is Sunday June 9 from 9:30-10:30
a.m. at the Como Park Streetcar
Station. The session will be suitable
for all levels of skill and experience.
Bring a yoga mat or blanket and wear
comfortable clothes. Registration is
$5, which benefits the Como
Community Council.
The class is limited to 25

participants; register in advance at
www.district10comopark.org/comm
unityyoga.html. 

Put It on Your Calendar
• District 10 Ice Cream Social.
Friday, July 12.
• Como Neighborhood Pollinator
Garden Tour. Saturday, July 13. 

Upcoming District 10 Meetings
•Como Community Council Board:
Tuesday, May 21.
• Wednesday, May 29. 
• Neighborhood Relations
Committee: Tuesday, June 4.
• Land Use Committee: Wednesday,
June 5. 
•Como Community Council Board:
Tuesday, June 18.
All meetings typically begin at 7 p.m.
at the Como Park Streetcar Station,
which is at the northeast corner of
Lexington Parkway and Horton
Avenue. Renters, homeowners, and
other community members are
always welcome to attend and
participate. Whenever possible,
agendas are posted in advance in the
Board News section of District 10’s
website. 

Streetcar Station Begins Summer
Hours
From now through September, the
Como Park Streetcar Station is open
every Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.
Pick up organics recycling bags or
kitchen starter kits, or chat with a
District 10 board member who is
staffing the day. 

St. Anthony Park 

Lauderdale 2018 police report
touts technology, traffic safety 
By Anne Holzman

Lauderdale police launched their
body-camera program last
November and initiated several
traffic-safety intensives during 2018,
St. Anthony Police Chief Jon
Mangseth reported at the April 9
City Council meeting.

Lauderdale has a longstanding
contract with the nearby suburb of
St. Anthony, accounting for about
four full-time police officers serving
in Lauderdale along with volunteer
reserves. 

Besides buying body cameras,
the department trained all officers to
use them and set up a system for
camera use audits and reports.
Officers were also trained in the use
of naloxone, an emergency treatment
for opioid overdose, and police
vehicles have been equipped with
treatment kits. They also received
crisis-intervention training to help
them respond effectively to mental-
health emergencies.

The use of technology was a
major theme of the department’s
2018 report. Besides adding the body
camera and naloxone programs, the
department expanded its use of social

media. At the council meeting,
Mangseth praised the work of officer
Kiel Rushton, who he said has taken
the initiative and shows a flair for the
medium. In the written report,
Rushton explained the department’s
use of Facebook, Instagram, and
other platforms in friendly tones.
“The donut jokes never get old,”
Rushton stated.

The printed report, available
online or at city hall, breaks down
Lauderdale crime statistics and
compares them to prior years.
Mangseth noted that an uptick in
traffic citations during both 2017
and 2018 correlates with snow
emergencies that hit the city both
years in early spring.

Theft report numbers can vary
widely from year to year, and 2018
showed a spike, from 17 in 2017 to
49 in 2018. Police Capt. Jeff Spiess
explained in an email that 11 of those
thefts were gas drive-offs, and that a
series of thefts from unlocked
vehicles in early July drove the
number up fast over two evenings.

“As you can imagine, a
motivated thief can enter a number
of unlocked vehicles in a matter of

minutes, resulting in multiple victims
and separately reported incidents of
theft,” Spiess wrote.

Meanwhile, traffic safety was a
continuing concern during 2018,
especially street racing. Mangseth
said the city partnered with state
patrol and other area law
enforcement last year to stop and cite
drivers; that effort has resumed with
spring weather. 

Traffic enforcement also
included participation in Towards
Zero Deaths, a grant-funded
campaign in which St. Anthony
police made hundreds of extra stops,
citations, and arrests to discourage
drunk driving.

Council members thanked
Mangseth for protecting the
community and noted the
importance of the Reserves,
volunteers who patrol parks, perform
home checks for absent
homeowners, and provide security at
schools and events. Mangseth said
the program has high turnover, partly
because reserves go on to paid work
in law enforcement.  The department
is often in need of new volunteers.

Barbara Swadburg
651-271-8919
barb@lyndenrealty.com

SOLD
1940 Fulham Street #109 SOLD
1940 Fulham Street #200 SOLD
1949 Fulham Street #201 SOLD
2280 Long Avenue. #2280 SOLD

2227 Knapp Street, Pending

3333 Chelmsford Street 

ESTATE SALE
May 25 and May 26, 2019
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Well-done, Steve Parker!
By Scott Carlson 

This issue of the Bugle marks the end
of an era: After 17 years as this
newspaper’s graphics coordinator and
production manager, Steve Parker is
retiring. 

During his tenure, Steve has
served three editors, designing and
producing more than 200 issues of
the Bugle. Each month, Steve took
stories, photos, graphics and ads and
crafted creative and sparkling page
layouts. Even when it seemed
impossible, he managed to get
everything to fit.  But then, I guess,
that is the work of a true pro. 

From the time he was a kid,
Steve knew he wanted a career in
commercial and fine art. Steve grew
up in Blackduck, a small Minnesota
town north of Bemidji. He studied
commercial art in the early 1970s at
the Alexandria Technical College.
Then it was off to a string of
commercial art jobs at newspapers
and an occasional trade publication. 

One of Steve’s notable jobs was
working for the millionaire
philanthropist Percy Ross, handling
production of a truck-equipment
publication. He was also a package
designer for Ross’ B.F. Nelson Corp. 

Before starting his own freelance
business, Steve worked at Skyway

News and the St. Paul Pioneer Press.  
When Steve learned that the

Bugle needed a graphics coordinator
and production manager in 2002, he
interviewed with then-editor Dave
Healy, armed with a portfolio of
work. Healy was impressed and the
rest, as they say, is history. 

“Many Bugle readers probably
don’t know Steve’s name,” Healy
said. “He labored behind the scenes,
but his handiwork was visible every
month. For 17 years, Steve made the
Bugle look good—better, in fact,
than any comparable neighborhood
newspaper. It was my privilege to
work with Steve for eight years and
to benefit from his expertise, his care
and his good humor. I hope
retirement treats him as well as he
treated his colleagues.”

After Healy left, Steve worked
with his successor, Kristal Leebrick. 

“Steve Parker has worked on the
Bugle longer than anybody in its 45-
year history, and I am sure his deep
institutional knowledge will be
missed,” Leebrick told me. 

“Not only did he know how to
design and produce a newspaper,
Steve’s a very talented artist. People
probably don’t realize that some of
the drawings that illustrated certain
stories or advertisements were Steve’s

work. 
“I’ve had a lot of jobs and co-

workers over the years, and I put my
time working with Steve at the Park
Bugle at the top of my favorites list.”

Steve has been collaborating
with me on the Bugle since
September. His easygoing personality
and dedication to the Bugle have
helped smooth the transition . 

“I loved working on the Bugle,”

Steve said of his tenure. “It’s been fun,
and I cherish the friends I have
made.”  

After years in commercial art,
Steve now plans to spend more time
pursuing fine art and travelling to art
shows with his wife, Cindi. 

We wish Steve well in his
retirement and new pursuits. Thanks
for the journey and a job well-done!

Questions Langford Park Band-
stand proposal

After reading about a proposed new
bandstand for Langford Park in the
last Bugle, I wanted to add some
early thoughts on the subject. There
are two considerations as I see it: 1.
Do we need a new bandstand? 2.
How will this new structure be
developed and used? 

The question of whether the
SAP community needs — or wants
— a new bandstand is dependent on
your thoughts about the current one
and how you want to see Langford
Park used. While the current
bandstand has some historical
interest and is the last remaining
bandstand in the city that was built
in its era, it is not very accessible to
some people, and has not been
maintained very well over the years.
It has seemed to serve its purpose for
the one-day 4th in the Park event,
albeit, maybe less so over the years. 

How this new structure is
developed and used is another
consideration. The 4th in the Park
Committee proposal for a new
bandstand (which is open for
discussion as I understand it), is
about three to four times larger than
the bandstand we have, not
including a section for permanent
seating to create an amphitheater
type of area. This is quite a bit larger
than the current bandstand.

More concerning is the
committee is also talking to St. Paul
Parks and Rec about making the
bandstand available on their website
for anyone to book and hold events
there. This could potentially add
events every weekend of the summer.
We live in a smaller community
within a large, metropolitan area.
With that comes noise and light
pollution that we all have to deal
with in various ways every day. I
would prefer any bandstand to not
substantially increase those elements.

I live on the south side of
Langford Park near the athletic and
skating rink area. While I generally
enjoy seeing people using the fields,
I would not enjoy the equivalent of
the Langford Park Classic happening
across the street every weekend for six
months out of the year. The parking
and noise would be a detriment to
our enjoyment of our neighborhood.
It seems like this type of use is what
the 4th in the Park Committee is
proposing for the new bandstand.

I am looking for thorough input
sessions to discuss whether a new
bandstand is desirable for Langford
Park, and, if so, what that means for
the community. I hope the neighbors
directly impacted by a new
bandstand will attend the
information session that is going to
be scheduled at the elementary
school to voice opinions and help in
decisions that affect the livability of
their homes. And I hope that the

larger SAP community will put
themselves in our shoes as they think
about the size and use of a new
bandstand. Under what conditions
would you want one right across the
street from you?

— Valerie Green
St. Anthony Park 

Maintain balance between ac-
tive and passive park space 

In the May 2019 Bugle, the St.
Anthony Park community learned of
the potential plans for a new
amphitheater and companion stage
structure proposed for Langford
Park.

We enjoy the 4th in the Park
event and are thankful for the strong
and longstanding leadership of that
committee to bring the community
together. However, given the current
proposed size of the new
amphitheater and bandstand we are
concerned this new structure could
drive significant change to the
balance of active and passive green
space currently enjoyed in Langford
Park. 

Over the years, the green space,
originally designed in the late 1800s
by H.W.S. Cleveland and W.M.R.
French, has steadily shrunk with the
addition of significant building
structures and their associated
programing. The elementary school
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at the northeast end of the park and
the recreation center at the south end
of the park play important roles in
our community, offering wonderful
programs and enriching the character
of the park. 

However, in light of our history
of slowly reducing the amount of
green space in Langford Park, it is
worth pausing to reflect on the
potential impact of building another
structure with increased programing
in the green space that remains. 

In addition, the ongoing
maintenance and upkeep of the
current park has been a challenge
over the years. As such, funds would
need to be secured for ongoing
maintenance due to increased use
stemming from the addition of a
programed amphitheater and the
agencies accountable for
maintenance over the long-term
would need to be identified. Given
the importance of Langford Park to
the community, we have an
opportunity to address this
maintenance challenge. 

What is the right balance
between active and passive space? As
the park currently enjoys significant
community use, we hope an
outcome can be reached to ensure
green space for generations to come. 

— Lydia Midness

Letters to 5

Steve Parker at work designing page layouts for the Bugle. 
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C O M M E N T A R Y
Welcome to the Bugle editorial pages, the place where we exchange ideas and opinions. The views reflected in the commentaries and letters printed here each month are the opinions
of the individual writers, not the Bugle staff or board of directors. We encourage community participation on this page, but we do retain the right to edit letters and commentaries for

clarity and brevity. Letters should be kept to 400 words or fewer and commentaries should be 800 words or fewer. Send your commentaries or letters to editor@parkbugle.org

Grappling with building-name changes at U of M 
By Richard Beeson

Editor’s note: Last month, the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Board of Regents
declined to change the names of four
campus buildings—Coffman Memo-
rial Union and Nicholson, Middle-
brook and Coffey halls—named for
former administrators, despite a task-
force recommendation that claimed the
men being honored had exhibited a
pattern of racism and anti-Semitism.
UMN regent Richard Beeson, who is
also executive vice president at Sunrise
Banks, wrote this opinion piece for the
Bugle.

Several years ago, our renowned
University of Minnesota faculty
began work on the issue of housing
segregation and political surveillance
on campus during the 1930s. 

I had the opportunity to tour
“Campus Divided” and have spent
time listening and learning, including
conducting additional research. The
work by Campus Divided was a
significant undertaking and disclosed
a part of our history that has been
largely untold. It also revealed
behavior which, through today’s lens,
is disappointing and discriminatory.

There are no generally accepted
standards around college building
renamings and that becomes
apparent and problematic as soon as
specific names are considered. In my
view, there are conditions under
which buildings should be renamed.
The facts and intentions must be
indisputable, and the behavior

extraordinary in relation to
the context of the times in
which they were occurring.

I will focus here on Lotus
Coffman, the leader and
second-longest serving
university president from
1920-1938. The task force
concluded that Coffman
could have forced integration
of Pioneer Hall in 1935—but
did not—and that his name
should therefore be removed.

The records are limited
and, of course, neither the
parties nor their children
survive. There are no
recordings and the written
history of the university
provides only a glimpse. We’re
left with news accounts and
letters. At the end of the day, I
found the evidence on
Coffman compelling but
unconvincing, for the following
reasons:

Seven of the Big Ten universities
had segregated campus housing in
1935.

— There is no evidence
Coffman prevented African-
Americans or Jews from attending
the university.

The regents may have believed
that housing segregation was legal
under the separate but equal Plessy
vs. Ferguson doctrine and given
constitutional autonomy. That is
legally disputable, but the practice

campus “International
House” for non-white
students but was unable to
obtain board support

The larger Twin Cities
community was a center of
anti-semitism and private
housing was red-lined as
evidenced by a separate
university study. The
university itself, despite its
segregated housing practice,
was otherwise more socially
tolerant than the community
it served. Former chair and
regent Linda Cohen
recounted the hurtful job
discrimination her father
experienced after he graduated
and the off-campus injustices
she encountered a generation
later.

Coffman, who was born in the
1870s, was a more broadly
progressive thinker than the ordinary
person. There is no evidence of racial
slurs, baiting or superiority claims.
The letters I reviewed are noticeably
absent of racial or religious references.

The Student Committee on
Negro Discrimination concluded
that Coffman’s University was
relatively discrimination-free, except
for this housing matter on which
they felt he was completely wrong.

Coffman created General
College, a transformative move,
enabling thousands of students and
ultimately giving more students of
color access to the university. The U
of M’s Nobel Prize winner Norman
Borlaug immediately benefitted after
failing admission to liberal arts in
1933.

President Coffman was a
visionary leader and a substantial
president between the two world
wars and through the Great
Depression. However, he failed to
provide leadership on this issue and
missed an opportunity to place
Minnesota on the leading edge of the
early civil rights movement. The
university will atone for its mistakes
and transgressions and must be able
to accurately describe the complex
legacies of Coffman and the others.

Finally, 1930s student activists
included the legendary St. Anthony
Park resident and WWII
conscientious objector Warner
Shippee.  He was a remarkable and
wise man who would have been
helpful in these conversations.

Please stop in at Sunrise Banks
or email me
at rbeeson@umn.edu with your
thoughts.  I will continue to evolve
my views based on input. Thank you
for the opportunity to serve on your
land-grant university.

Letters from 4

Richard Beeson

Save historic Langford Park
Bandshell
I recently watched an excellent TPT,
Channel 2, production called Lost
Twin Cities.  The reoccurring theme
of the show was that a Twin Cities
landmark had been demolished and
about 30 years after the fact, a
dreadful realization of what was lost
would sink in … followed by, “what
the heck were we thinking?”

We are at a similar crossroad
now in St. Anthony Park.  The 4th
in the Park Committee thinks
Langford Park needs a large
entertainment venue located in the
center of the park.  However, that
would mean demolishing our
current 107- year-old, historic
Langford Park band shell that is the
very last one of its kind in all of St.
Paul.  

Many neighbors oppose razing
the historic 1912 Langford Park
band shell because it would be an
irreplaceable loss of history and
heritage to St. Anthony Park and St.
Paul.  The historic band shell is not
fancy but it has been ”Our Band
Shell”, ever since President Taft was
in office.  It’s a period piece that gives
identity and differentiation to this
community.  

The current band shell was sized
in proportion to the area of Langford
Park where it’s located.  One of the
proposed replacement structures is
many times larger than our current
band shell with seating to
accommodate a 40-piece orchestra.
The estimated cost is $200,000 to
$400,000, (per 4ITP committee).  If
you include the proposed permanent
audience seating for the new band
shell, this would capture a huge
amount of green space.   

SAP residents would be better
served if the 4ITP Committee
applied a small fraction of the money
that a new band shell would cost, to
reviving the Historic Langford Park
Band Shell. If our current band shell
were painted in a vibrant, multi-
color, Victorian color scheme that
reflected the time period in which it
was built, it would shine like a pretty
penny. It would be stunning; a one-
of-a-kind band shell in St. Anthony
Park.  

Langford Park has a lot of daily
activity at both ends.  The center of
the park, where the band shell is
located, has always remained the
open and quieter section of the park
where users can throw a Frisbee,
spread a blanket, read a book on a

park bench or simply walk on turf
and enjoy peace and quiet.  The
open space does not require a large
entertainment venue to make it
complete. It is complete now.  We are
so lucky to have such beautiful large
sections of green space in St.
Anthony Park.  They are jewels in
our amazing neighborhood, and I’d
like to see a commitment to retain
and maintain them for everyone to
enjoy.

I have the utmost respect for all
the good work that the 4th in the
Park Committee does for this
community.  Their hearts are clearly
in the right place.  But their initiative
to build an entertainment venue in
the center of Langford Park, which
would knock down our 107 year old
historic band shell, is a misstep. Our
historic band shell is quaint part of
what defines our community; a
community with an eye towards the
future while demonstrating respect
for the past.

There is a danger period every
historic structure encounters; the
time between when they are old and
when they are cool.  Our quaint
band shell has arrived at that
juncture. We are the stewards of this
band shell; the only ones who can

usher a physical part of history into
the future.  My hope is that 30 years
from now, when distant visitors
experience Langford Park for the first
time and see kids playing on our
then 137- year-old band shell they
will say, “Wow, that’s pretty cool!”    

-- Phill Duff
St. Anthony Park  

went unchallenged in court.

The regents publicly passed a
resolution directing Coffman to
maintain Pioneer as segregated.
Powerful board chair (for 36 years)
and attorney Fred Snyder separately
instructed then-Dean Coffey to “go
slow on the race problem.” The
power dynamic between Coffman
and board members Snyder, Dr.
William Mayo and James Ford Bell
remains unexplored.

Coffman had interest in an off-

DAN BANE CPA, LLC

Certified Public
Accountant

Providing Individual & 
Business Tax Service.

Call for an appointment 651-999-0123
or visit my website at: www.danbanecpa.com

Conveniently located in the Baker Ct Bldg 
(1 Blk East of 280 at corner of Territorial & Raymond) 

at 821 Raymond Ave – Ste 310, St Paul 55114.

Notice
The 4th of July Committee,
which is exploring the idea of
building a new bandstand for
Langford Park, has scheduled
an informational meeting on
the proposal for 7 p.m.
Thursday May 23 at the park.
It is a “bring your own chair”
event. 
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Como Park High School sophomores Audrey Power-Theisen, Sophia Lancaster, Ruby Kosiak, and
Trinity River Ridge sophomore Nicole Vessel (L to R), earned the top prize at the Majestic Dance
Competition on April 14 in Minneapolis. Courtesy photo by Northwest Como Recreation Dance team. 

Northwest Como Dance
Program Soars to 
Unexpected Heights
By Eric Erickson

Four high school students
representing Northwest Como Rec
Center earned the title of grand
champion in the Majestic Dance
Competition at the Minneapolis
Convention Center. 

Ruby Kosiak, Audrey Power-
Theisen, Sophia Lancaster and
Nicole Vessel performed in the
Senior Small Group category and
claimed the top prize by scoring 297
out of 300 possible points. 

Teams from city rec centers
aren’t supposed to do that. But this
team, and the entire Northwest
Como Dance Center, are beating the
odds.

Rachel Handren was working in
the after-school daycare program at
Northwest Como Rec Center in
2014 when community recreation
director Darcy Rivers asked if she
would be interested in starting up a
dance program. Neighborhood
parents had expressed an interest,
Rivers was receptive, and Handren
said yes.

With an extensive background in
dance, Handren passionately
pursued the dance project with the
objective of making ballet, jazz and
hip-hop dancing accessible and fun
for youth. There was a class for ages
3 to 5, and another for ages 6 to 12.

Dance studios have mirrors,
handrails for ballet, wood floors and
other expected amenities. The rec
center has a gym. A few do-it-
yourselfers contributed some PVC
pipe for handrails, 20 students
enrolled, and the Northwest Como
Dance Center was born. 

Fast forward to 2017:
Participation quadrupled and talent
was on the rise, too. 

“I recognized that the students
taking my classes were needing more
and more challenges and weren’t
being pushed enough by simple
recreation classes,” Handren said. “So
I met with Darcy and discussed
creating a competitive program.”

The facilities didn’t change, but
the options did. In 2018, 15 students
chose to take the bold step of
preparing for competition and all it
entails: costumes, judges, events, and
even intimidation from experienced,
well-established studios and dancers.  

Como Rec Center’s 15
competitive dancers held their own
in solo and ensemble numbers. They
gained confidence, enjoyed the
experience, and realized they wanted
to work in order to reach higher levels
of skill and expertise they witnessed
at events. 

As the 2019 sessions began,
Handren was thrilled with the
massive growth of the dance center:
More than 100 dancers enrolled,
including 35 who chose to
participate in the competitive
program. Those 35 dancers
represented Northwest Como across
the metro area in three large events
this spring. Their efforts culminated
with the Majestic Dance
Competition from April 11-14, the
largest event in the state attracting
teams from across Minnesota and
neighboring states. 

“We save the biggest and
toughest for last,” Handren said. 

The small ensemble of Kosiak,
Power-Theisen, Lancaster, and Vessel

practiced three nights a week through
the winter. With Handren’s creativity
and encouragement, they enjoyed
developing their movements,
choreography, and expression for
“Matchmaker” from Fiddler on the
Roof. 

The first competition in
February produced an “OK” score
according to Handren. “It wasn’t
what we hoped, but we went back to
practice, worked with critiques and
committed to become better.”

The second competition
produced a better score, but the
group felt there was still a lot of room
for improvement. The girls were
motivated for the Majestic. 

After completing their routine
on the Majestic stage, the girls had an
adrenaline rush. “We knew we had
performed at our highest level,”
Kosiak said.

What happened next caught
Rachel Handren completely off
guard.

“Typically, after a routine, the
judges enter their scores and teams
wait for awards,” Handren said.
“After ‘Matchmaker,’ one of the
judges immediately came backstage
and complimented us for the
choreography and passion from the
girls and the story they told.” 

“These judges are professionals
in the dance and entertainment
industry,” he added. “Judges don’t
leave their seats to follow up with
performers and offer compliments.
The input was jaw-dropping to
receive.” 

Dance to 16

Expires June 30. Cannot be combined with other offers.
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School News 

• Twenty-six students in the Big
Brothers and Big Sisters (BBBS)
program at Como Park High School
and Como Park Elementary School
completed a service/learning project
during the April snowstorm. They
made more than 300 sandwiches for
the Sandwich Project, a grass roots
organization whose mission is to feed
the needy. The completed
sandwiches were delivered to shelters
and food shelves throughout St Paul.

“Bigs” and “Littles” form “Matches,”
which are consistent partners and
pairings within the program. The
Matches started with a discussion
reflecting on the significance of
serving our communities with the
Sandwich Project and other
opportunities they can participate in
throughout their lives. Then the
teams worked together efficiently
building and bagging turkey and
cheese sandwiches. The Matches
who were not able to participate in
sandwich-making helped by creating
instructional posters and motivating
messages to help support the
Matches as they made the
sandwiches.

The event demonstrated how
individuals or small groups can make
a big impact in simple ways. Como
Park High School’s BBBS advisor is
health teacher MaryClare Bade. The
Como Park Booster Club provided
financial support for the Sandwich
Project.  

• Como’s Global Cultures Showcase
featured dance, song and poetry from
students proudly representing their
home cultures. An evening
performance on April 25 was
followed by an additional show for
participating classes at the end of the
school day on Friday. 

Somali, Ethiopian, West African,

Hmong, Karenni and LatinX
dancing troupes brought energy to
the auditorium. A Karen group of 40
students performed a traditional
song. The program included
inspiring poetry readings and vocal
soloists from a broad range of
perspectives. Como junior Nimo
Mohamud and English Learning
teacher Jane Sevald organized the
show, with support from the Como
Park Booster Club.

• French College in the Schools
(CIS) students attended the Field
Day at the University of Minnesota
in mid-April. They met other French
students from the greater metro area,
attended French classes, and learned
about the engaging work of Mme
Estelle Arnaud-Battandier, Consular
Affairs Officer for the Consulate
General of Canada in Minneapolis.

• For four advanced Como Park
French students, spring break was a
great adventure across the Atlantic,
visiting Paris and Orléans, France
with French teacher Mme. Patricia
Teefy. In Paris, the group visited
several iconic sites — the Eiffel
Tower, Notre Dame Cathedral de
Paris (before the fire), the Louvre,
and Orsay museums. In Orléans
(liberated by Joan of Arc), students
stayed with French families, attended
school with their host sisters, and
visited famous chateaux in the
surrounding area. 

• The first two weeks of May were an
intensive time for students enrolled
in Advanced Placement classes, as AP
exams were administered for 20
different courses at Como.
Altogether, 286 Como students took
596 exams. The AP exams students
choose to take are a culminating
measure of the study and knowledge
they gained from the rigorous
college-level courses.  

• The spring choral concert, which
featured all five Como choirs, was
held May 6 in the Como
Auditorium. The groups directed by
Ms. Carole Whitney include the
Soprano /Alto Choir, Tenor / Bass
Choir, Donna di Cantare, Concert
Choir, and the Chamber Singers. 

There was also a fan-favorite
performance by Como’s Micography
Vocal Jazz Group, which consists of
16 students who commit to a weekly
two-hour evening practice session.
The concert concluded with the
presentation of musical honors
earned by students this school year
and special recognition for the senior
class of 2019. 

A highlight for 20 members of the
Concert Choir will occur from May
24-28. That’s when the students
travel to New York City and perform
with an ensemble group at Carnegie
Hall. 

• The spring band concert is
scheduled for May 23 at 7 p.m. in
the auditorium. In addition to the
instrumental, band and choir spring
concerts at school, many Como
musicians performed in the St. Paul
Public Schools Honors Concert at
the Ordway Center for the
Performing Arts on April 23. 

• Como’s annual graduation
ceremony is scheduled for June 5 at
5:30 p.m. at Roy Wilkins
Auditorium and will be followed by
the all-night graduation party. The
annual post-graduation event at
school is hosted by Como parents
and supported by many community
groups. 

— Eric Erickson is a social studies
teacher at Como Park High School. 

Como High School News 

The Como Choirs closed the Spring Choral Concert on May 6 by performing “Farewell, My Friend” in
the Como Auditorium.  Twenty students from the Concert Choir will perform at Carnegie Hall during their
May 24-28 New York trip. Photo courtesy by  Eric Erickson.
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Fisher and his team thinking ‘outside the box’ with tiny houses
By Dave Healy

What if thinking outside the box
meant rethinking the box?

Most of us live in boxes: a house,
a condo, an apartment, a dorm. But
a tent is not a box. Asking how to
house the homeless is asking how to
provide boxes for people who don’t
have one.

St. Anthony Park resident Tom
Fisher has a lot of ideas about how to
do that. One of them involves small
boxes, what have come to be known
as “tiny houses.”

Fisher was trained as an architect
and for 19 years was dean of the
University of Minnesota’s College of
Design. 

“Architects do most of their
work for people with a lot of money,”
he says, “but I’ve always been
interested in how we could make our
expertise available to poor people.”

Fisher cites the health-care
industry as an example: “The
conviction that health care is a basic
right led to the creation of a public-
health system. Architecture needs a
public-health version of itself.”

In 2015, Fisher resigned as dean
of the college to become the fourth
director of the U of M’s Design
Center, a place that attracted him
because “we don’t just study
communities; we work with them.”

Fisher believes that a public land
grant university, like the U of M, has
a responsibility to serve all the state’s
residents. For him and his colleagues,
that means seeing all kinds of

communities as assets.

Building tiny houses 
“Homeless people have knowledge,”
he says. “They have skills; they have
ambitions. How can we help them
make use of those?”

One of the Design Center’s
projects involves constructing tiny
houses and finding places to locate
groups of them, thus creating small
communities of independent living
spaces. That idea came from talking
with homeless people about what
they want. 

“If you want to serve a particular
population, start by talking to them,”
Fisher notes. “But even well-
intentioned people sometimes fail to
do that.”

What Fisher and his colleagues
learned by talking to homeless people
is that one of their biggest concerns
is security. “People who lack housing
still have possessions — not many, by
middle-class standards, but they have
things they want to protect. Over
and over we’ve heard them say, ‘I
wish I had a door with a lock.’ ”

Value community
The Design Center also learned that
many homeless people value
community. 

“When cities decide to break up
homeless camps, residents of those
camps fear being dispersed hither
and yon,” Fisher says. A tiny house
has a door that can be locked. And a
group of tiny houses — say two
dozen or so — creates a community.

Another thing the Design
Center learned by talking to
homeless people is that most of them
don’t just want a handout.

“When we bring socks and first-
aid supplies and granola bars to
people living in tents or on the street,
they’re grateful,” Fisher says. “During
this winter’s polar vortex, we found
temporary motel accommodations
for some of them during the worst
weather, and those people were
thankful. But they also want to be
able to do things for themselves.”

And many have skills that could
use under the right conditions.

“One misconception about
homeless people is that they end up
that way because they can’t, or won’t,
do productive work,” Fisher says.
What they need is a different kind of
workplace.”

Is there a way homeless people’s
skills and energy could be harnessed
in a venture that results in housing
for them? That’s what Habitat for
Humanity does. Its clients are
expected to put in a certain amount
of “sweat equity” on a house that
Habitat helps them build. But, as
Fisher observes, Habitat’s focus is on
intact families, whereas most
homeless people don’t have family or
other connections. They need a
different kind of assistance.

Fisher calls what the Design
Center is doing a “community first”
model, which is based on an
approach pioneered in Austin, Texas.
Homeless people need more than
housing; they also need the support,

opportunities and security provided
by living near other people. 

Rethinking the box 
What if thinking outside the box
meant rethinking the big box?

One consequence of the shift to
e-commerce is the closing of brick-
and-mortar stores. What to do with
those abandoned structures?
Woodland Hills, a church in
Maplewood, purchased a former big-
box store and repurposed part of it
for their use. About half of the
building, some 72,000 square feet,
was unused until the church agreed
to make it available to Settled, a
nonprofit offshoot of the Design
Center that plans to create a
construction center where tiny
houses will be built. Part of the space
might also provide living quarters for
people who work on the houses.

The Design Center also has a
project under way with Hennepin
County Medical Center that would
use money from the health-care
system to fund housing for the
homeless. To come up with a design
for that project, Fisher and his
colleagues are working with Alchemy
Architects, located on Raymond
Avenue in south St. Anthony Park,
to create a small community of tiny
houses in Minneapolis. 

Founded by Geoff Warner,
Alchemy is best known for its
weeHouse, a modular, prefabricated
housing system. Recently, Alchemy
has been working on a project called

Light House to accommodate the
growing market for accessory
dwelling units. 

For the HCMC project,
Alchemy designed a 12’ x 30’
structure that can house two to four
people. Warner describes the
challenge of juggling several variables:
size, sustainability, cost and ease of
construction.

“We wanted these houses to be
energy efficient, but also low-cost,”
he says. “Our target is $20,000 per
person. The houses are extremely
well-insulated, with R54 structurally
insulated panels, and have triple-
glazed windows. They don’t have
solar panels, but those could be
added later. And they’ll come in kits
that can be assembled onsite by
people without construction
experience.”

The units won’t have plumbing
but will be equipped with
composting toilets and clean and
grey water storage tanks for limited
domestic uses. Showers, laundry and
a kitchen will be available in a
centrally communal building.

Warner says, “We asked
ourselves, ‘What are the critical
things someone needs to live
comfortably?” Living comfortably:
Something anyone has a right to.

Dave Healy is a former editor of the
Park Bugle. 
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5050 annual saint anthony park
ARTS FESTIVAL six. one. nineteen

th

The 50th Annual St. Anthony Park Arts Festival will be held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, June 1. 

The festival features more than 70 artists, as well as a community area, plant and book
sales, art activities, food and music. Proceeds benefit the historic St. Anthony Park Branch
of the St. Paul Public Libraries. A brief of synopsis of the Festival’s four featured artists
follows:  

Kat Corrigan
For working artist and longtime art teacher Kat Corrigan, a career in the visual arts was a
natural choice. Her mother is a retired art teacher, so Corrigan grew up around an
abundance of art supplies, and always felt comfortable experimenting with them. 

But even as Corrigan became a habitue of museums and frequently dabbled in drawing
as a child, she cites her discovery of the Daily Painting network in 2009—an online
movement based on the idea of painting small each day—as the genesis of her current
practice. For 10 years now, Corrigan has been uploading paintings, including many canine
and feline muses, to her blog.

“Painting every day keeps my eye connected to my hand, and it feels like I am painting
one continuous painting,” she says. “In the past, I claimed to be an artist, but I wasn’t
painting every day. I feel so much more confident about my work and my skill level now.”

In addition, Corrigan says that being an art teacher has helped develop her artistry.
Having taught visual arts for nearly 30 years, Corrigan believes her time spent developing
new lessons, as well as revising older ones, shapes and sharpens her painting and vice versa. 

“I love paintings that look effortless but that I know took years to accomplish—not
that the painting itself took that long—more that the artist worked and worked at the skill
to paint something quickly, confidently and freshly,” she asserts. 

With Vincent Van Gogh, Alice Neel and John Singer Sargent amongst her artistic
influences, the Minneapolis artist displays in her work similarly bold, gestural brushwork,
coupled with a well-honed keenness to light. Her oeuvre is replete with luminous renderings
of animals against black gessoed surfaces; energetic, soulful portraits that tug at the
heartstrings.

“Animals appeal to me because there is no judgment there,” Corrigan says. “In my
personal experience, I’ve had an easier time getting along with the critters I meet than the
people. I was a kid who was bullied, and I preferred the company of animals to people.
And in loving them so long, and drawing them, I have gotten to really understand the
anatomy. I love painting black dogs. And black bears. Pulling the light out is a joy.”

Meanwhile, Corrigan’s pursuit of zoological subjects continues. “I am currently
obsessed with deer, so I’m painting a lot of them right now,” she says. At the moment,
Corrigan is also working on crafting puppet shows with her family (her husband is a
puppeteer) and hopes to have an online class up and running soon.

—Aarohi Narain

Gruchalla and Rosetti
At an age when most people have retired, Richard Gruchalla spends weeks on the road in
pursuit of work that he loves.

“I’ve been a potter for 50 years,” Gruchalla says. “The creative process was instilled in
me” as a child growing up in Moorhead, Minn.

The Duluth resident and his wife, Carrin Rosetti (who Gruchalla says is “a little
younger”), work as team. He does the “throwing and carving” and she is responsible for
the glazing and the colors. Together, the couple is among the featured artists at this year’s
50th anniversary St. Anthony Park Arts Festival on June 1.

The couple’s style, which is characterized by brilliant colors and the crackle pattern
characteristic of the Raku firing technique that they use, owes something to Asian influences
and Old English work. More recently, though, the pair has been concentrating on a “redo

or homage to the Arts and Crafts style” of early 20th century America. Their signature
pottery style is landscapes accented by a touch of copper wire.   

It’s a look that rivets the attention of the viewer, and their pieces are designed to be the
focal point of a decoration scheme, not the workhorses of daily cooking and dining. 

“The low temperature firing process we use…allows us to use bright colors, but our
pieces are not intended for cooking or serving food,” Gruchalla explains.

At 71, Gruchalla is comfortable in his mastery of his craft. “Time and experience will
teach you a lot.”  It’s “pretty easy” to talk about the technique, but “the transfer of
imagination to your fingertips is what’s hard to explain.”

Gruchalla estimates the couple does about 10 shows a year now, ranging as far away
as Texas.  That’s down from a few years ago when they were averaging twice that number,
even making a loop to Florida art fairs during the winter months.  He says, “We’re contented
to be on the road. It’s fun travelling together, and it makes for less than half the work [of

going alone.]”
Their artistic partnership is of long duration, but Gruchalla remembers the years when

he was a solo artist.  More than twenty-five years ago, both he and Rosetti were going
through divorce when they coincidentally rented separate studios in the same building in
downtown Duluth.  “She had the studio down the hall, and it took us six to eight years to
meet.  But it’s been bliss ever since.”

When they met, Rosetti was a weaver with her own flock of sheep, whose wool she
sheared, combed, carded, dyed, spun and wove.  Not perhaps the most convenient lifestyle
for someone who was planning to spend substantial time on the road. 

Over the next few years, Rosetti combined her skill at dyes and color with Gruchalla’s
mastery of form. 

“It was initially difficult to blend our work together,” Gruchalla says. But those days
are long behind them.  

Do they ever have artistic differences? Gruchalla is philosophic. “If it doesn’t come
back [from Rosetti] the way I envision it, I’ll just make another piece.”

—Judy Woodward 

Sue Hammes-Knopf
Although she has always been creatively inclined, it wasn’t until she was 40 that Sue
Hammes-Knopf decided to build a career in the arts. After several years in the nonprofit
world, she started her handmade jewelry business, Full Bloom Beadwork. 

As a student at Mankato State University, Hammes-Knopf pursued a degree in art—
with a concentration in Fiber Art—and focused on weaving fibers using large floor looms.
With Full Bloom Beadwork, she translates her deep weaving experiences into the distinct

Featured artists to 12

Featured artists headline St. Anthony Park Arts Festival

Richard Gruchalla and his wife Carrin Rosetti make and glaze a variety of
pottery. Photo courtesy the artists.



10 P A R K  B U G L E   n  J U N E  2 0 1 9

Artists
Artists and booth numbers 

Ceramics
Yvonne Asp-Grahn, 31
James Bottomley, 75
Caitlin Dowling, 14
Nicholas Earl, 21
Vanessa Greene, 28
Richard Gruchalla and Carrin
Rosetti - Featured Artist, 41
Chad Jerzak, 52
Susan Koehler, 18
David Menk, 25
Wendy Penta, 73
Amy Von Bargen, 62
Jenny Weber, 38

Fiber & Wearable
Patti Berg, 33
Cindy Brown, 43
Sharon Cherney, 81
Dawnette Davis, 51
Katie Faragher, 54
Barbara Geurink, 32

Ann Holter, 67
Nancy Hovland, 23
Jill Hunter, 22
Ann Ringness, 34
William & Linda Sumner, 63
Mariella TerBeest-Schladweiler, 59
Bao Yang, 61
Neng Yang, 76

Glass & Enamel
Lynn Barnum, 20
Mary Ila Duntemann, 82
Warren Slocum, 42

Jewelry
Ann Aas, 27
Janice Ahlstrom, 17
Mary Anderson, 39
Lynn Brofman, 37
Mary Gohman, 12
Robert Hale, 53
Sue Hammes-Knopf - Featured
Artist, 69
Darcy Horn, 15
Judith Hurd, 72

Aaron, Eric Kahmann, 77
April Keilen, 56
Louise Payjack-Guillou, 24
Jessica Prill, 79
Jeannie Trelles, 65
Rebecca Wicklund, 74

Mixed Media
Rebecca Bruzek, 55
Emily Donovan, 57
Judith Hurd, 72
Sharon Miller-Thompson, 78

Painting & Drawing
Helen Bond, 80
Kat Corrigan - Featured Artist, 50
Patti O'Brien, 66
Erik Pearson, 71
Sue Rowe, 13
Kathryn Weese, 80

Paper & Printmaking
Kaitlyn Birk, 68
Kendra Gebbia, 30
Emily Koehler, 10

Steve Nowatzki, 40
Mary Steinson, 35
Kelly Thielen, 58

Photography
Mary Foster, 64
Dan Leisen, 16
Doug Ohman, 26

Sculpture
David DeMattia, 83
Dan & Lee Ross, 70
Thomas Sack, 45
Jennifer Wolcott, 60

Wood
Darcy Horn and Benjamin
Leatham, 15
Bill Brown, 11
Cameron Christian, 44
Aryn Kern, 36
Andrew Kringen, 51
Dan Onkka, 29
Andy Sackreiter, 19

Activities
Book Sale 10 a.m.  –  4 p.m.   * Library, lower level
Chalk Art 10 a.m. - 4 Business end of Carter Ave. 
Children’s Art * Library end of Carter Ave. 
Community Groups  * Como Ave. near Library:
- Park Bugle, - SAP Area Seniors, - SAP Community Council,
- St. Paul Parks & Recreation, -Transition Town

Custom Poetry * Como Ave., near the library  
Garden Club Plant Sale 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  * Inside Lutheran Church on Como
Ave. & Luther Place
Henna * Como Ave., near the library
Library Storytime 10 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  * Como Ave. side garden of the
Library
Library Storywalk 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  *Business end of Carter Ave.
Teatro del Pueblo Puppet Theater "Adventures of Juan" performances
starting at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.  * Como Ave. side garden of the Library

Primary Sponsors:
T-Mobile
Renewal by Andersen
the Harlan Boss Foundation for the Arts

Activity Sponsors:
Dual Citizen Brewery
Saint Anthony Park Community Foundation
Steve Townley Realty
Tim and Tom's Speedy Market

Street Food:
Al and Mrs. Al’s Kettlecorn
Best Way Gyros
HomeTown Creamery
Nico’s Tacos (street food in front of their restaurant at 
2260 Como Avenue)
Xtreme Cuisine (Jamaican)
Tim and Tom's Speedy MarketOutdoor Grill 

Restaurants:
Colossal Cafe - 2315 Como Avenue
Finnish Bistro and Coffee - 2264 Como Avenue
Karta Thai - 2295 Como Avenue
Nico’s Taco Bar - 2260 Como Avenue

2310 Como at Doswell - St. Paul
Open every day 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Phone: 651-645-7360 / tntspeedy@msn.com

rrs TM

BEST PRICES 
at the arts 
festival!

Garden
Center

is OPEN!

SPEEDY MARKET

 

 

SPEEDY MARKET

Join us for our famous

BBQ Burgers! 
Hot Dogs & Brats!

BBQ Burgers! 
Hot Dogs & Brats!
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Music 
Main stage on  the library lawn:

10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.: Center for Irish Music Youth
Ensemble, Irish
11 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.: Adam Granger, Acoustic Guitar / Singer
Noon to 12:45 p.m.: Ted Olsen Trio, Jazz
1p.m. to 1:45 p.m.: Paul Seeba, Folk / Pop

2 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.: Barrel Flash, Pop / Rock / Folk
3 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.: Greg Herriges, World Music
4 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.: Phil Rukavina, Solo Renaissance Lute

Music at Speedy Market
Music at St. Anthony Park Lutheran Church (Mandolin
Orchestra 11 a.m., Prevailing Winds at 1p.m.)

J U N E  2 0 1 9   n P A R K  B U G L E     11
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Featured artists from 9

language of jewelry, fashioning whimsical, mixed media regalia using
colorful, bold beads and complex weaving techniques. 

It’s been more than 25 years of Full Bloom Beadwork, and Hammes-
Knopf has no intention of stopping. 

“I enjoy creating wearable art,” she says. “I like selling art jewelry
directly to my customers and through them, I’m fortunate to witness lots
of joy and happiness—and that is what sustains me: creating joy and
happiness through wonderful pieces of art jewelry. My curious nature also
sustains me, there are so many possibilities. One idea leads to the next.”

Many of Hammes-Knopf’s pieces feature Peyote weave and seed
beads. These beads frequently appear as focal elements of her jewelry,
complemented by mixed media elements including fused glass, enamels,
and lamp work glass beads. 

“Often, when I begin making a piece of jewelry, I first consider the
ending of the piece, I ask myself, ‘How will it all come together? And how
will the piece function as a wearable?’ 

“In this process, I choose the materials or the materials inform me to
best perform a needed function. For example, I may use knotted silk cord
as a functional element to secure a clasp, or I might weave a bit of chain
into a bead-woven element for a functional solution. I look for aesthetically
pleasing outcomes with good design.”

With her art jewelry, Hammes-Knopf seeks a balance between form
and function—her works are rooted in the magic that happens when utility
meets aesthetic appeal. While she has dabbled in various different artistic
techniques, Hammes-Knopf does not always craft every component of her
pieces. Instead, she lets a sense of eclecticism shine through in her work
and draws inspiration from multiple sources. 

“I’m inspired by the materials,” she says. “I’m inspired by the next idea
and the next color combination. I’m inspired by the problems to solve
inherent in making wearables.”  

Hammes-Knopf’s eccentric creations have consistently earned her a
spot at some of the greatest outdoor festivals in the United States. With no
dearth of ideas, she continues to churn out one quirky design after another
and has a loyal base of customers among art enthusiasts and more. 

“Except for when I'm traveling, I have a daily practice of going to my
downtown Northfield studio and making some art,” Hammes-Knopf says.
“I also take time to hang out with my 2-year-old grandson, walk in nature,
cook delicious meals and practice yoga. Everyday life inspires me.” 

—Aarohi Narain

www.carteravenueframeshop.com                               hours: weekdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. / saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

When you have 
a difficult project

          
             

           

           

           Page 1

Stop in & satisfy your
artist’s palate

Art Fair Wine Tasting 
1-4 p.m., 

Saturday, June 1

2236 Carter Avenue   651-645-5178   www.thelittlewineshoppe.com
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Neighbors  

Cider Festival June 8
The Minnesota Cider Guild will host
the 2019 Minnesota Cider Festival
from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday June 8, at
the Como Lakeside Pavilion, 1360
N. Lexington Parkway. The event
will bring together cider fans and
friends for unlimited samples from
around 100 local, national and
international cider brands. 

Early entry tickets are $60 and
general admission tickets are $50.
Designated driver tickets are $10.
Tickets will be sold at the door for
$70 (early entry) and $60 (general
admission). Tickets are available
online at https://bit.ly/2UUTrA2

Agriculture grant goes to Clark
North Central Region Sustainable
Agriculture Research and Education
Program (NCR-SARE) recently
awarded a $38,390 grant to Matthew
Clark, a U of M assistant professor in
the Horticulture Science department
on the St. Paul campus.

The grant will help support
Clark’s project, “A Comprehensive
Curriculum for Cold Climate
Grapevine Production: Practical
Skills for the Novice and Vineyard
Manager.”

Prospect Park garden walk, plant
sale
The 2019 Prospect Park Garden
Walk and Plant Sale will be held June
22 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The plant
sale will be held at Pratt School at
Orlin and Malcolm avenues, and the
garden walk is free. Location maps
and descriptions of the featured
gardens will be available on the day
of the walk. 

The Lab previews pilot brewery
The Lab, a new brewery incubator at
767 N. Eustis St., showed off its
facilities on April 30. 

The Lab has an on-site pilot
brewery for new and established
beverage companies to brew, ferment
and create prototypes, as well as
refine recipes and formulas. It also
has a full-service laboratory that will
enable beverage creators to outsource
testing to confirm their products
consistency and quality.

Meanwhile, The Lab’s taproom
offers a variety of new and exclusive
beverages for customers to sip and
sample before they are available to
the general public. That includes
limited batches of alcoholic drinks
such as beer, hard soda and seltzers
— all made on-site — as well as non-
alcoholic drinks, including tea,
sparkling water, protein and energy
drinks, and children’s beverages.

New arrivals at Como Zoo
A new snowy white female baby
Dall’s sheep is now part of the Como
Zoo family of animals. 

The baby sheep was born on the
fifth day of the fifth month and is the

fifth lamb to mother “Storm”, and
thus has been named “Quinn” (five
letters!), according to zoo officials.
Quinn is now on exhibit with her
mother Storm, father Sylvester, 1-
year-old sister Sunny and
almost-2-year-old sister Drizzle.

Dall’s flock is most notable for
the massive curled horns sported by
the rams. The ewes also have horns,
but theirs are shorter and slenderer.
The typical gestation period for a
Dall’s sheep is 175 days.

The arrival of Quinn comes on
the heels of Como Zoo also recently
announcing the birth of a baby snow
leopard, the first such snow leopard
birth in 12 years. 

Women’s march June 1
Women Against Military Madness
will hold its 12th annual Walk
Against Weapons on Saturday, June
1, at Como Park.

Check in for the nearly 2-mile
walk is at 10:30 a.m. in the south
parking lot at the Lakeside Pavilion,
with the walk commencing at 11
a.m. A short rally, prize-drawing and
closing ceremony are scheduled at
11:45 a.m. 

Tuesday Scholars talk 
Janet Wolman, a former history
teacher at Blake School, will give the
last in her of talks on the postwar
experiences of World War I at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, May 28, at the Roseville
Library, 2180 N. Hamline Ave. She
will discuss the complex economic
consequences of war in the U.S.
during the Roaring Twenties and
beyond, including “What did
Minnesotans and other American
soldiers face when they returned
from the battlefields of Europe to the
farms and cities they’d left behind?” 

Girl Scout troop forming in St.
Anthony Park
St. Anthony Park United Church of
Christ is forming a Girl Scout troop
that will be linked to Boy Scout
Troop 17. 

The girl troop, which will serve
girls ages 11 to 17, needs to have at
least five girls and one female leader,
Troop 17 Scoutmaster Mike Smith
said. 

“We are looking for interested
girls and adult leaders,” Smith said.
For further information, contact
Smith at 651-398-5552 or email him
at  johnmichaelsmith@comcast.net).

Raymond Avenue gallery
The Raymond Avenue Gallery, 761
Raymond Ave., will hold a reception
from 6 to 8 p.m. on May 31 for an
exhibition opening of art done by
Jody Williams, Bill Gossman and
Tim Lloyd. Williams specializes in
little art, Gossman makes use of
repeating natural forms in his art and
Lloyd works mainly in metals. The
three artists’ works will be featured
through July 19. For further
information, call the Gallery at 651-
644-9200. 

Gibbs Farm Museum 2019 season
starting
The Gibbs Farm Museum kicks off
its 2019 season on Memorial Day
weekend for its members and new
friends with a series of free activities
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
May 25. Some activities include:
Music from Light of the Moon, farm
animals, craft activities and Gibbs
Farm homemade ice cream.  

A new program at the Museum
is “History Revealed at Gibbs Farm.”
The first session will be on June 11
with author Adam Regn Arvidson
sharing stories from his book “Wild
& Rare: Tracking Endangered
Species in the Upper Midwest.” A
prairie tour starts at 6 p.m. and
Arvidson’s presentation and book
signing begins at 7 p.m.

The Gibbs Farm Museum is
located at the northwest corner of
Cleveland and Larpenteur avenues in
Falcon Heights.  For further
information, see the Gibbs’ website
at
https://www.rchs.com/event/2019-
members-friends-celebration/.

Cider Festival, Como Zoo arrivals and more 

Baby Dall’s sheep (above) and baby snow leopard (right)
Photos by Como Zoo. 

LIZ PIERCE ATTORNEY AT LAW
Divorce & Custody, Wills, Trusts & Probate, Real Estate

House calls by appointment
pierce@prlawoffice.net   www.lizpierce.com

In Milton Square, 2230 Carter Ave., St. Paul, 651-645-1055

             

Litigation / Wills & Estates & Probate
Real Estate & Leases / Divorces & Family

Criminal Defense / Business Start-ups

Guild 842 Building 651-647-6250

“Hi, I’m Amanda, 
Legal Assistant at the 

Ferdinand Peters
Law Firm.

www.ferdlaw.com / ferdpeters@ferdlaw.com

F             
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L I V E S  L I V E D
The Park Bugle prints obituaries free of charge as a service to our communities. Send information about

area deaths to Mary Mergenthal at mary.mergenthal@gmail.com or call 651-644-1650.

Lives Lived sponsored by

         

Middle School and High School into
the 10th grade. He transferred to
Creative Arts High School in St.
Paul, where he graduated in 2004.

In 2004, Chris’s artwork was
chosen for exhibition in the Ordway
Honors Art Exhibit at the Minnesota
Museum of Art. Chris continued
painting into his adult years. His
other passions were skateboarding,
cheering all Minnesota sports teams,
and animals that responded to his
gentle manner.

Chris is predeceased by his
grandparents, Howard Wohlers and
Louise and Russell Livingston; and
his cat, Fezzik. He is survived by his
mother, Gloria Livingston
Hutchinson, and stepfather, Jay
Hutchinson; his father, David
Livingston, and stepmother Janice
Porter; grandmother Jean Wohlers;
and siblings Annelisa Livingston
(Marcus), Nicholas Livingston (Jill),
Taylor Livingston (Dani), and Noah
Livingston; girlfriend Kasey
Boudreau; friend RayQuan Wingo;
and his cat Mr. Heisenberg. 

Special thanks to his ACT team,
to his social workers and lawyers, and
others who have supported Chris
over the years. To honor Chris, if you

Teresa Hiles
Teresa Ann Hiles, 90, died April 30.
She was born in Pine River, Minn.,
to Homer and Alice (Kosse) Fraser.

She is survived by brothers Leo
(Doris) and John (Lois) Fraser,
children Susan (John) Mayher, Gary
Hiles, Richard (Lynette) Hiles, Paul
Hiles, six grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren. 

Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated May 6 at Corpus Christi
Catholic Church in Roseville, with
interment at Fort Snelling National
Cemetery.

Christopher Livingston      
Christopher Howard Livingston, 34,
lost his battle with mental illness on
Nov. 25, 2018. Despite his struggle
with anxiety and depression, his kind
gentle spirit was evident. Family and
friends will miss his warm hugs and
loving presence. 

When his family moved to
Falcon Heights in 1993, Chris
attended Falcon Heights Elementary.
During these years he enjoyed Little
League baseball, playing violin in
school orchestras, and studying
piano. He attended Roseville Area

cross paths with someone who is
suffering, be compassionate and
nonjudgmental, because everyone
deserves to be loved. 

A Celebration of Life for Chris
has been held at First Congregational
Church of Minnesota in
Minneapolis. Memorials preferred to
NAMI-MN-Alliance or The Animal
Humane Society of St. Paul.

Patricia Moore
Patricia Ames Moore, 90, died May
3.

Pat loved the great
outdoors—camping as a child along
the Crow River, cross-country skiing
through the woods at Steamboat
Lake, water skiing on Woman Lake,
swimming with the little
grandchildren (because their parents
said it was too cold to go in!) and
singing around the campfire at night
while making s'mores with the kids. 

Pat loved to bake, loved
having her grandchildren stay
overnight, loved to dance and to sing.
And wow, could she sing! Every
Wednesday evening, she could be
found at church choir practice. And
on Sunday she could bring tears to

your eyes with her beautiful, warm
soprano voice. 

All who knew her will miss
Pat's intense positivity, laughter and
smile. Her loving spirit has joined
those who passed before her, her
husband Bob and sons Bruce and
Jim. Special thanks to the incredibly
attentive, caring and loving staff at
Johanna Shores.

She is survived by children,
Douglas (Samira), Cindy (Peter); 11
grandchildren, and 13 great-
grandchildren. 

A memorial service was
held May 11 at Falcon Heights
United Church of Christ. Memorials
preferred to the Falcon Heights
Church music program. Private
interment will occur at Fort Snelling
National Cemetery at a later date.

Robert Stoika 
Robert J. “Bob” Stoika, 92, died
April 21. He was born and raised in
the Como neighborhood area. 

Bob was preceded in death by
his wife, Betty; and sisters, Catherine
Sweet and Betty Buelow. He is
survived by children, John (Lisa),
Patti, and Dan; five grandchildren;

and seven great-grandchildren. 
Mass of Christian Burial was

celebrated April 25 at Church of
Corpus Christi in Roseville, with
entombment at Calvary Cemetery.
Memorials are preferred to Corpus
Christi Church.

Debra Ann Tousignant
Debra Ann (Wessels) Tousignant, 64,
died April 25. She is survived by
husband Dan; Dan's family and
Deb's family: Dick (Dad), Greg, Sue,
Vicky, Alesha, Dejrianna, Sarayah.
Mass of Christian Burial was held
May 9 at Church of Corpus Christi,
Roseville.

June Wheeler  
June Wheeler, 95, died May 3. She
was born in St. Paul to Myrtle and
Walter Trenkner. June spent the early
years of her life in the Como area and
graduated from Murray High School
in 1941. She attended the University
of Minnesota and earned a B.S.
degree in public health nursing in
1946. 

June worked for the Wilder
Foundation as a visiting nurse on the
east side of St. Paul, visiting and
attending persons in the lower Payne
Avenue district and in Swede
Hollow. She taught health education
classes for the Red Cross at schools in
the Twin Cities. She also worked as a
nurse at various hospitals, including
the Salvation Army Booth Memorial
Hospital in Como Park. 

Her main career was as director
of foster care and medical care at the
Children’s Home Society of
Minnesota, where she made several
trips to South Korea to bring orphans
to the U.S. for adoption. 

June was preceded in death by
her parents, Walter and Myrtle
Trenkner; brother, Richard Trenkner;
and grandson, Samuel Peterson. She
is survived by her husband, Richard;
children, James, Anne (William)
Tisel, Dawn (Michael) Georgieff,
Linda (Richard) Peterson and John
(Marie Hawthorne); seven
grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren. 

A memorial service was held
May 10 at Central Presbyterian
Church in downtown St. Paul, with
interment at Oakland Cemetery.

SAP Community
Foundation awards
2019 grants 

The Saint Anthony Park
Community Foundation has
awarded $43,191 in grants for 2019
to 28 non-profit organizations and
groups serving the District 12
community.

The Foundation’s latest recipients
include a diverse group of

SAP Foundation grants to 16

� CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
ST. ANTHONY PARK CAMPUS  

2200 Hillside Avenue, 651-633-7644
10 a.m. Sunday contemporary worship

Authentic • Thinking • Active
Great for those seeking to love Church again (plus the coffee is REALLY good)

� HOLY CHILDHOOD CATHOLIC CHURCH 
1435 Midway Parkway, St. Paul, 55108
www.holychildhoodparish.org
Pastor, Fr. Timothy Cloutier
Weekend Masses: Sat. 5 p.m., Sun. 9:15 a.m.
Weekday Masses: 7:45 a.m. (See website for June schedule.)
Confession: Sat. 4 - 4:30 p.m.
Parish office: 651-644-7495, contact@holychildhoodparish.org
The Feast of the Ascension - Sunday, June 2, 9:15 a.m.   
Mass of the Quiet Hour - George Oldroyd- Choir, Harp & Organ
The Feast of Pentecost - Sunday, June 9, 9:15 a.m.
Mass in A – César Franck
Choir, Strings, Oboe, Harp & Organ

� LYDIA PLACE COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITIES— ELCA
2162 University Ave. W.
Scott Simmons, pastor, 612-859-1134, lydiaplace.com
Wednesday Evening Worship - see lydiaplace.com for details 

Hymntap beer & hymns, 4th Mondays 7 p.m., Dubliner Pub,

� MISSION ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1040 Como Ave., St. Paul, 615-771-0125
David King, Pastor
info@missionopc.org, web site:  missionopc.org
Sunday School at 9 a.m., Worship Services at 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.
1st Sunday each month - Fellowship Lunch and 2 p.m. Service

Nursery available

� NEW LIFE CHURCH
965 W Larpenteur, Roseville    651-488-5581
www.newlifechurchroseville.org
Church hour all year  10:00am
look for Park and Ride for State Fair
All are welcome. 

Community           Worship Directory
� PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH—ELCA
1744 Walnut Street (at Ione), Lauderdale, 651-644-5440
www.peacelauderdale.com
Sunday worship: 9 a.m.

Reconciling in Christ Congregation
All are welcome. Come as you are.

� ST. ANTHONY PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
2323 Como Avenue W.   (651) 645-0371
Staffed nursery available - Handicap-accessible
Pastor Glenn Berg-Moberg and Pastor Jill Rode
Web, Facebook, & Twitter: SAPLC
Worship: Summer Schedule 10 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer: Starting June 5, 7 p.m

� ST. ANTHONY PARK UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
2129 Commonwealth Avenue (corner of Commonwealth and Chelmsford)
651-646-7173, www.sapucc.org
During the summer, we worship at 9:15 a.m.

Christian Tradition � Progressive Faith � All Are Welcome

� ST. CECILIA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
2357 Bayless Place, 651-644-4502
www.stceciliaspm.org
Handicap-accessible
Saturday Mass: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday Masses: 8:15 a.m. and 10 a.m. 

� ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
The Rev. Blair A. Pogue, Rector | 2136 Carter Ave. (at Chelmsford)
651-645-3058 | www.stmatthewsmn.org | Facebook stmatthewsmn
Summer Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Noon Eucharist: 12 noon

To add your place of worship to the directory, contact Bradley Wolfe at 

952-393-6814 or bradley.wolfe@parkbugle.org
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advent of the light-rail transit line
passing by his store. 

“Things (development) are
changing with the Green Line,”
Stage said. “The real estate is
changing, and I wouldn’t be surprised
if this (drugstore) building becomes
part of the University Avenue
boom.”

Schneider Drug’s closing marks
a further loss in the Twin Cities’
roster of independent drugstores.
Stage, who also owns Lloyd’s
Pharmacy and Setzer Pharmacy in St.
Paul, bought Schneider Drug in
2015 from Tom Sengupta, who
owned the store from 1972 to 2015.
Before Sengupta, Earl Schneider
owned the drugstore, which Stage
said dates back to 1898.

On its last day in business,
customers like Brenda Eccleston, said
they were sad to see Schneider  Drug
closing shop. “It has a great
neighborhood feel and accessibility,”
she said.

While Stage made a few changes
to Schneider Drug when he bought
it from Sengupta in 2015, the store
retained much of its old-time feel,
with wooden counters and file
drawers and an ample display of
vintage Coca-Cola memorabilia,
including namesake canisters and
trays. At one time, the store even had
a café.

“I will miss the community and
the people who came here,” Stage
said. “I am gratified to have had four
years to serve the public and all of our
patrons.” 

Schneider closes from 1

Bargain Upholstry from 1

benefitted from the recycling boom,
Revoir said. Waste-conscious
consumers turned to Bargain
Upholstery, hoping Meusburger
would transform a beat-up sofa or
chair into a beautiful piece of
furniture, extending its life and
keeping it from landing in a landfill. 

Worries about generating new
business are now a thing of the past.
The couple stopped taking new
orders in April and expects to be
working on a backlog of existing
orders through at least July. 

When it comes time for
Meusburger and Revoir to retire this
summer, they will be ready to
celebrate another milestone: their
40th wedding anniversary. 

            

Personal Care 
for Quality 
Smiles
Dr. Brent Fredrickson, DDS
1651 Dale St. N
(651)488.5888
www.chaletdental.com

Chalet Dental Care

C             

            

YYoouurr ffrriieennddllyy nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd ssaalloonn

SSaalloonn iinn tthhee PPaarrkk
22331111 CCoommoo AAvvee..,, SStt.. AAnntthhoonnyy PPaarrkk

convenient . cozy . experienced
for an appointment call 

651-645-2666 

651-330-6281
2295 Como Avenue

Saint PaulOrder online: kartathai.mobilebytes.com

Happy Hours @ Kartathai Restaurant St.Paul 3-6 p.m.

$3 Tap Beer / $3 Wine / $3 Liquor
$2 OFF Apps w/drink!

            

SERVING BREAKFAST AND LUNCH Monday-Sunday 7am-3pm 
2315 Como Ave. St. Paul 651-797-4027 www.colossalcafe.com

"Like" us on Facebook or Follow us on Twitter!

Lic #4890       www.nillesbuilders.com       525 Ohio Street
651-222-8701

• Additions
• Roofing
• Concrete

• Remodeling
• Garages
• Siding

NILLES
Builders, Inc.

MULCHES         COMPOST         CLASS FIVE         TOP SOIL
ORGANIC GROWER’S BLEND         RAISED GARDEN BLEND
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by Clay Christensen

The Birdman
of Lauderdale

Chance finds signs of spring 
[Editor’s note:  This column was origi-
nally scheduled to run in the May
Bugle but had to be held due to space
constraints.] 

My early morning stroll keeps me in
touch with the changing seasons. My
direction and destination are set by
chance … I mean Chance, our
cocker spaniel. He picks what
direction we’ll head and which
corners we’ll turn.

It’s been great to see the weather
improve. We’ve had a very
challenging winter with lots of snow
and some subarctic mornings.
Thankfully, on those bitter
mornings, Chance would quickly do
what needed to be done and then
turn around to head for home. No
leisurely stroll for him, thank you.

I’ve enjoyed watching the return
of spring in the neighborhood. Lots
of folks think that robins are the
harbingers of spring, but we have
small flocks of them that stay over the
winter. They may have found trees
that still have their fruits or berries
that they can eat.

For me, the first sign of spring is
the returning of the male red-winged
blackbirds. I saw and heard the first
ones on March 17. There were three
of them at the top of a tree, singing
to each other. We saw another in the
yard about five days later.

The older adult male red-wings
return north before the others.
They’ve had territory up here in prior
years and want to be the first to claim
it again. They’re followed by the
females that will compare the
territories each male is offering. Lastly
come the younger males with little
chance of setting up housekeeping
this early in their lives.

Robins also do some things that
indicate spring’s arrival. They start to
sing their morning song, which
serves to declare their territory and is
an attempt to attract a mate. The
males begin to squabble and chase
each other with an intensity that
looks serious. Apparently their
testosterone levels increase as the days
get longer.

Nearly every morning now, I’m
seeing Vs of Canadian geese heading
north, about 65 in one morning
formation, honking as they go. Hope
they can find open water where
they’re headed.

Meanwhile, this is also the time
of the year when I hear woodpeckers
drilling away at tree limbs and
trunks. Sometimes they’re working
on a future nest hole, but often
they’re trying to find the best
resonance to declare their masculinity
and attractiveness as a potential mate.
And, unfortunately, sometimes the
surface that most appeals to the
whacker is your siding or the flashing
around your chimney.

I also begin to see pair-bonding
demonstrations by some bird species.
Male northern cardinals will often
offer food to the female to help
strengthen their bond. House finches
also share food.

One species I had not seen do
this sharing ritual until this year was
a pair of blue jays. I didn’t think a jay
had a romantic bone in its body
(that’s anthropomorphizing, buddy!).
But I saw one jay offering food to
another. I can’t tell male blue jays
from females (unless, as I tell my
wife, I can see the color of the hair
ribbon).

Years ago I saw a pair of blue jays
at the other end of the “bonding”
spectrum. I looked out my kitchen
window and saw a lump in the yard.
I focused my binoculars on it and
discovered it was two blue jays locked
in mortal combat.

Each jay had one of its feet
clenched around the beak of the
other. Whichever bird let go first was
going to get a sharp poke in the head.
These had to have been males, trying
to settle a score. I went outside to try
to get a photograph, but they
decided I was a bigger threat than
each other, let go, and flew off.

I really think it’s spring,
however, when I see the first
returning common grackle and
European starling. These birds can
dominate and decimate my feeders,

but it’s nice to see one or two of them
as a sign of spring. Grackles try to
intimidate one another by preening,
puffing out the chest, strutting about
with the beak sticking straight up. I
think they miss out on food with all
the posturing at each other!

And this time of year the male
northern cardinal starts advertising
his desirability as a mate. He takes a
prominent perch and belts out his
territorial/mating song. I think it
sounds like what I used to know as a
wolf whistle, followed by six or eight
notes on the same pitch.

Another sign of spring, although
not bird-related, is sighting the first
chipmunk. For us, it was mid-
March. That’s one sign that gets
Chance’s attention. He freezes,
staring at the critter (Is that what I
think it is?), and then explodes in a
lunging, barking frenzy which must
take years off the chipmunk’s life
expectancy.

I think winter is finally behind
us and spring is here.

Clay Christensen lives and writes in
Lauderdale.

When the awards were
announced, tears of joy kicked in as
the girls realized all they had
accomplished. They were called to
the stage for a “Platinum Elite” score
of 297, called back up to claim first
place in their category, and called up
once more as Grand Champion for
earning the top score of all routines
and categories on their stage. 

“Hearing all that was just levels
and levels of being overwhelmed,”
Power-Theisen said. “We were
thinking, is this really happening?”

The meteoric rise of the
Northwest Como dancers means
they will compete in a national event

Dance from 6

next month. Travel won’t be an
obstacle — it’s being held at the Mall
of America in Bloomington.

But an additional benefit of
their success will take them far away
from St. Paul. Their victory in the
Majestic automatically qualified the
group for a prestigious competition
called “The One” in Orlando,
Florida during 2020. 

Until then, you can find these
champions and over 100 other
young dancers, humbly doing what
they love in a rec center gym in the
northwest corner of Como Park. 

organizations and initiatives. More
than $20,000 of the grants are going
to public schools for programs
providing arts, environmental,
tutoring and special education for
area educational institutions. This
marks the 20th year of Foundation
grant awards. 

SAP Elementary received funding
from the Andy Boss Fund for its
artist-in-residence and
environmental programs, while
Murray Middle and Como Park
High won awards to support
community engagement,
environmental partnerships, sports,
and tutoring.

Newer programs benefiting area
youth receiving grants include St.
Paul Urban Tennis, Junior
Achievement, and Shakespeare in St.
Anthony Park.

The Foundation continued its
support of the International
Institute’s program helping to
introduce New Americans to our
everyday community life. A grant to
help replace trees along Como
Avenue was matched by Como
property owners and community
members. There were also grants for
the Creative Enterprise Zone,
including Gremlin Theatre,
FilmNorth’s Senior Stories, a Mural
Festival and a new community office
and meeting space called Co-Creatz.

Other grant recipients included St.
Anthony Park Area Seniors, Music in
the Park Series, Keystone
Community Services, and the Park
Bugle receiving operating funds. 

Foundation grants from 14
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By Janet Wight

If you are looking for a unique,
family-friendly local festival, consider
visiting Houston, Minn. Each
March, this charming hamlet hosts
the International Owl Festival, a
weekend gathering of more than
2,000 owl enthusiasts from
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, and
other states in America.  

The International Owl Center
hosts this festival, relying on more
than 100 community volunteers, a
truly an impressive number given
that Houston’s population is less than
1,000 people. Houston is just one
hour’s drive beyond Rochester in the
southeastern tip of Minnesota,
nestled among scenic farms and
rolling hills. Owl events are held
throughout Houston at the Owl
Center, Houston High School, the
Houston Community Center, and a
local church.

The festivities include options
for all ages: live owl programs, an owl
pancake breakfast, specialty vendors,
owl artwork, an awards banquet, owl
face painting, and much more, all
focused on owls and the unique
geological features found in this
Minnesota region. Field trips include
evening owl prowls, as well as a
birding and natural history bus trip.
Most participants attend for just one
day, but others stay one or two nights
in nearby Winona or La Crosse in
order to participate in more of the
scheduled activities. It might even be
possible to spend the night at Loken’s
Sawmill Inn, a small hotel

conveniently located right in
Houston, if it is reserved far in
advance.

My husband Jeremy and I
thoroughly enjoyed the programs we
attended. We were captivated by the
live-owl presentations (provided by
the Illinois Raptor Center) which
gave us the chance to see and learn

about snowy, short-eared, barn, great
horned, barred, and eastern screech
owls. We also attended an
informative talk about the history of
the Houston Nature Center and its
popular great horned owl named
Alice. 

Although recently officially
retired, Alice participated in

Minnesota’s International Owl Festival is a hoot!

Houston, Minnesota is host to the annual International Owl Festival.
Photo by Jeremy Wight. 

programs attended by over more
than 75,000 participants in her
impressive 20-plus year educational
career. Another highlight was
attending the awards banquet, where
we listened to a talk by owl expert Dr.
Paula Enriquez of Chiapas, Mexico,
who was the recipient of the
Champion of Owls award. 

Owl Center Executive Director
Karla Bloem is a knowledgeable,
professional, and welcoming host
who is involved in all aspects of the
festival. Originally hired to direct the
Houston Nature Center, Karla had
the idea to celebrate Alice’s hatch day
with a party in 2003. Nearly
everyone was surprised when more

than 300 people attended! 
The International Owl Center,

established in 2015, now runs the
festival. Karla’s devotion to owls is
evident in all aspects of this annual
celebration which she oversees with
infectious enthusiasm.

Seeing beautiful and regal owls
up close, attending a variety of
informative programs, and soaking
in the small-town flavor of Houston
makes the International Owl Festival
an appealing winter gathering for owl
enthusiasts of all ages.

Janet Wight is a resident of Como Park,
where she lives with her husband and
daughters.

The Park Bugle is seeking candidates
to fill opening on our board of
directors. 

The volunteer board consists
of residents and business people from
the communities we serve – St.
Anthony Park, Como Park,
Lauderdale and Falcon Heights.
Currently, the board, which meets
monthly, is beginning short- and
long-term strategic planning to
continue the Bugle’s mission of

providing news and information for
our readers well into the future.

We are looking for candidates
who have one or more of the
following skills or background:
organizational management or
strategic-planning skills, especially
with nonprofits; prior experience on
a nonprofit board; social media,
background in fundraising or grant

writing, sales, advertising or legal
experience and a strong connection
to the community. 

To apply, please send a short
note and biography to
editor@parkbugle.org  with
DIRECTORS in the subject line or
send a letter to Park Bugle, P.O. Box
8126, St. Paul, Mn. 55108 Att:
Directors.  

Bugle seeks new board
members

COMO
BY THE LAKE
SENIOR APARTMENTS

Just across from Como Park
Heated underground parking

Two elevators
Small pets welcome

651-489-3392

Exceptional
Senior Living

901 East Como Boulevard  
St. Paul, MN 55103

651-645-0386  
sourceandgames.com
2057 Snelling Ave. N., Roseville

Open 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon-Sat & 
Noon - 6 p.m. Sunday

SOURCE COMICS 
& GAMES

10,000 square
feet of pure 
awesome!
Minnesota’s largest, most
comprehensive selection
of comic books, both
new and back issues, as
well as trade paperbacks,
collecting supplies, 
statues, toys, posters,
and everything else that
has to do with the 
wonderful world of
comics!

           

Join the Friends of Breck Woods

         
  

NOW
with convenient 
online donation 
button at
SaveBreckWoods.com/donate

              

           

           



18 P A R K  B U G L E   n  J U N E  2 0 1 9

SAINT ANTHONY PARK
LIBRARY 
2245 Como Avenue

All events and classes take place in the
Saint Anthony Park Library
auditorium unless otherwise noted. For
more information about upcoming
programs, please call the library at
651-642-0411 or
visit www.sppl.org. 

31 May and 1 June 10 a.m.-4
p.m. both days

Saint Anthony Park Branch Library
Association Book Sale

3 Monday, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Middle School Book Club

For sixth- to eighth-grade students.
Please register and pick up a copy of
the book at the Information Desk.

5 Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Adult Book Club

First Wednesday of the month to
discuss interesting books. All are
welcome. No registration is required.

13 Thursday, 2-4 p.m. Senior
Cinema: On the Basis of Sex

Felicity Jones stars as a young Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, who brings a
groundbreaking case to the U.S.

Court of Appeals that overturns a
century of gender discrimination. Run
Time: 120 minutes.

Co-sponsored by the Saint Anthony
Park Area Seniors.

18 Tuesday, 10:30-11 a.m. and
11:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Summer
Spark: Dreamland Arts –
Children’s Stories from India

Storyteller Zaraawar Mistry will
perform stories he heard during his
childhood in India with musical
accompaniment by Greg Herriges. Join
us for an enticing musical storytelling.

25 Tuesday, 10:30-11 a.m. and
11:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Summer
Spark: Dodge Nature Center –
Raptors

Join us for an exhibition and education
of birds of prey. Meet a raptor up
close and personal. 

Ongoing Events and Classes

Mondays, 2:30–4 p.m. Funday 

Opportunity for teens to hang out
with friends after school, play games,
listen to music or do homework. Note:
No Funday on June 3. 

Tuesdays and Fridays, 2:30 p.m.-
3:30 p.m. Seniors Free Exercise
Program

Enjoy fun, gentle exercises for adults,
led by a qualified instructor. Co-
sponsored by the Saint Anthony Park
Area Seniors. Note: No exercise on
June 4

Wednesdays, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
English Conversation Circle

If English is not your first language,
come and practice in casual
conversation. All are welcome.

Fridays, 10:30-11:00 a.m.
Nature Play Storytime – held
outdoors in the library garden

Kids age 3 and older get to discover
nature, with a new topic, books and
hands-on learning each week. Program
will be held outdoors (except for
severe weather) and play clothes
suggested. No storytime on June 7

Saturdays in June, 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. One-to-One Tech
Help

Drop-in help for people with questions
about their tablets and smart phones.
No registration required.

Wednesdays, 12-19-26, 7:30
p.m. Mandarin Chinese
Conversation for Youth

Practice your Mandarin language skills
in conversation and group activities.
Intended for elementary-school
through high-school students who are
learning Chinese and want to keep
their skills up over the summer!

Registration is required and limited to
20 participants.

LANGFORD PARK
RECREATION CENTER
For more information, call 651-298-
5765 or go to
www.stpaul.gov/langfordrec

Thursdays, Karate: Soo Bahk Do.
Ages 5 to adult, ongoing, from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. $45/month

Thursdays, May 23-Aug 8.
Intermediate Pilates for adults, from
11 a.m.-noon $73

Sun, June 9, Painting on The Patio
for adults, from 2-3:30 p.m. $35 at
Urban Growler

Tuesday, June 11 Home Composting
for adults, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free

Tuesday June 11 to Friday June
14. Archery Camp ages 9-17, from
8:30-10:30 a.m. $50

Thursday June 13 Essential Oils
and Bugs for Adults, from 10 a.m.-
noon $5, plus $10 supply fee

Monday June 17- Thursday June
20. Four Course Cooking for ages
12-16, from 5-7 p.m. $30

Monday June 17- Thursday June
20 Cheerleading Camp ages 4-7,
from 9 a.m.-noon $86

Wednesdays June 19- Aug 28.
Zumba for adults, from 6:45-7:45
p.m. $82

June 24-27 Compas Arts Puppetry
Camp ages 10-14, from 9 a.m.-noon
$146

June 24-28 Arts Journalism Hands
On Camp ages 13-16, from 9 a.m.-
noon $138

Thursday, June 27. Raising and
releasing monarch butterflies, ages
10-adult, from 6-8 p.m. Free

July 1-2 Rhythm & Drum Fun Camp
ages 7-13, from 9 a.m.-noon $20

Fridays Senior Gym Bowling
ongoing, from 9:30-11 a.m. Free

NORTHWEST COMO
RECREATION CENTER
For more information, call 651-298-
5813 or go
to www.stpaul.gov/northwestcomoRec
.

Monday June 3 from 6:45-9 p.m.,
Art/Wine/Pizza for adults, $50 at
Delicata

Monday to Friday, June 10-14
Advanced Minecraft Command Block
Camp ages 9-13, from 1-3 p.m.
$110

Thursday June 13, Micky, Minnie
and Me Art ages 4-9, from 1:30-
3:30 p.m. $30

June 17-21, Creative Writing Camp
ages 7-12, from 10 am-noon $55

June 17-21 Creative Writing Camp
ages 12-16, from 1-3 p.m. $55

Mon/Wed, June 17-July 24. Artist
Workshop Class ages 13-20, from
12:30-2:30 p.m. $90

June 17-21. Archery Camp ages 9-
17, from 8:30-10:30 a.m. $60

June 24-28 Outdoor Adventures &
Swimming Camp ages 7-12, from 8
a.m.-5 p.m. $174

June 24-28 Artist Workshop Camp
ages 6-10, from 9-11 a.m.  $80

July 8-12 Spanish Camp for
Beginners ages 7-12, from 10 a.m.-
noon $80

Tuesdays/Thursdays. Ongoing
between 4:30-6 p.m. Taekwondo for
ages 5-17 $50/month

ST. ANTHONY PARK
AREA SENIORS 

Special offerings:

Thursday, June 6 Caregiver &
Bereavement Support Groups at SAP
United Church of Christ (2129
Commonwealth Ave.), 10-11:30
a.m. All are welcome.

Friday, June 14 Game Day,
Centennial United Methodist Church,
2200 Hillside Ave., 10 a.m.-noon.
No charge or registration required.

Friday, June 21 Game Day,
Centennial United Methodist Church,
2200 Hillside Ave., 10 a.m.-
noon. No charge or registration
required.

Tuesday, June 18 at 11 a.m. lunch
outing to Pad Thai. Call 651-642-
9052 for more details.

June 11 Blood pressure clinic, Seal
Hi-Rise, 825 Seal St., 3-3:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 27 at Centennial
United Methodist Church, 2200
Hillside Ave. 10 a.m. Breakfast for
caregivers and care recipients

Sunday, June 30. Sippin’ Suds for
St. Anthony Park Area Seniors
fundraiser at the Urban Growler,
2325 Endicott St., from 4 to7 p.m.
Call 651-642-9052 to purchase
your ticket.

OTHER ORGANIZA-
TIONS, GROUPS 

17 Monday Community Sing, Olson
Campus Center, Luther Seminary,
1490 Fulham St., St. Paul, 6:30
p.m. gathering, 7-8:30 p.m. singing.
Event is free, but a hat will be passed
to help support the music leaders and
to make the sings possible.

J U N E  E V E N T S Commercial 
Real Estate

sponsored by

            

            



J U N E  2 0 1 9   n P A R K  B U G L E     19

Bugle classifieds work,
Let them work for you.

Classifieds
Send your ad to classifieds@parkbugle.org or P.O.Box 8126, St. Paul, MN 55108, or call Fariba
Sanikhatam, 651-440-8160. Ads are $1 per word. Phone numbers, email addresses and websites are
considered two words. Add a box or art for $10 each. Next deadline: June 5.

WINDOW COVERINGS NEED UPDATING?
Custom blinds & shades to plantation
shutters & drapery. Full service, local
small business. Free consultation: 612-
741-9325 www.blindattraction.com

WATER DAMAGE REPAIR. Plaster, sheet-
rock, woodwork & painting. Wallpaper
and wallpaper removal, ceiling and wall
painting. Family business in the Park 70
years. Jim Larson, (cell) 612-309-7656,
651-644-5188 or 
jimmyrocket1464@gmail.com       

Home
Services

PARK ANGELS CHILDCARE. Infant to 11
years old, near Como & Doswell. Call
Adella, 651-644-5516

Child Care

QUALITY CLEANING AT REASONABLE rates,
serving area over 30 years. Rita & Molly,
612-414-9241

Yard Care

A TREE SERVICE, INC. Tree removals,
trimming and stump grinding. Over 38
years of experience. 612-724-6045

ALL YOUR GREEN NEEDS:
Mowing/lawncare/landscaping.
23+years in St. Paul call 651-695-
1230. www.sorensonlawn.com  

CNT LAWNCARE MOWING hedge
trimming 651-757-6339. 

FRESHEN UP YOUR HOUSE WITH A FRESH
COAT OF PAINT. We satisfy all your
painting needs. Painting, staining, water
damage repair, sheetrock, spray
texture, spray texture removal,
wallpaper and wallpaper removal.
Family business in the Park 70 years.
Jim Larson, (cell) 612-309-7656, 
651-644-5188
jimmyrocket1464@gmail.com    

LOCALLY LOCATED IN LAUDERDALE. Spe-
cializing in bathroom/ kitchen remodel,
trim carpentry, tile work/flooring, and
handyman services. Fully insured.
Caleb, 651-260-7589.

House
Cleaning

20/20 WINDOW WASHING:
Larry’s Window Washing.

Perfect windows every time!

651-635-9228.

BURTON’S RAIN GUTTER SERVICE.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired,
installed. Since 1973. Insured, bonded.
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.
www.burtonsraingutter.com

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING Interior/exterior
painting. Ceiling/wall repair. Very detail-
oriented. I strive to have a professional
& positive relationship with my
customers. Tom Marron 651-230-1272.
www.brushstrokespainting.org

PAINTING, WALLPAPER REMOVAL – Painter
Jim since 1982. Small painting jobs,
wallpaper removal. 612-202-5514

20/20 HOUSE CLEANING Per-
fect house cleaning.
W/over 25 yrs exp. in the
area. Family-owned & op-
erated, 651-635-9228

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS, INC. Interior &
exterior painting. Complete carpentry
services. 651-917-2881

Park 
Bugle

Like us on 
Facebook              

• Kitchens • Additions
• Bathrooms • Basements

• Exteriors

            

Just 10 minutes away at 2190 Como Avenue

• Angie List since 2001 • Satisfaction guaranteed 
• 1 Year warranty on work

• Serving the Roseville, Como Park, Falcon Heights,
Shoreview, Macalester/Groveland & Highland Park 

areas for over 35 years.

ALL STAR

Water Heaters

Jack Stodola
Cell: 612-865-2369

FREE ESTIMATES &
NO CHARGE FOR 

OVERTIME!

• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling 
• Replace/Repair • Faucets 
• Toilets • Disposals 
• Water Piping 
• Plumbing Repairs
• Water Heaters

No overtime charge for nights and weekends

A                  

The Park Bugle—an award winning monthly
community newspaper serving St. Anthony
Park, Falcon Heights, Lauderdale, and

Como Park—has an immediate opening for
an advertising sales representative.  Bugle
Ad Reps are responsible for maintaining

and increasing advertising from businesses
within an assigned geographical territory

and/or vertical category.  This is a 
commission-based position.  If you would
like to join our team, please submit a 
resume to:  editor@parkbugle.org

HELP WANTED
Advertising 

Representative -
Park Bugle

             

Moisture damaged
window sills, casings
& trim replaced

Hyde & 
Harmsen 
Construction
Andy 651-698-3156
Since 1975

Rotten 
Wood?

H               

           

Window Washing “You’ll see 
the difference!”

20/20 Cleaning Family owned & operated for more than 20 years
https://www.2020cleaningspecialist.com/

Call Larry! 
651-635-9228
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CPHS Cougar Sports
Eric Erickson highlights Como Park Senior High School athletics each month in the Bugle.

By Eric Erickson

When Como Park High School
science teacher Dylan Adair got the
green light to hold volleyball tryouts
for a boys’ club team this spring, he
knew there would be some excited
kids.

But he didn’t expect to see 48
participants in the gym, which was
simultaneously a blessing and
challenge. 

In Como’s inaugural effort to
field a competitive boys’ volleyball
program, tryout numbers matched
Como’s current football
participation, and surpassed baseball,
track, tennis and golf — the
traditional spring sports.

The Minnesota State High
School League (MSHSL) sanctions
and regulates most high school
sporting activities in the state. But it
has never overseen boys’ volleyball. 

However, in 2018, 38 schools
across the state formed clubs and
played in the Minnesota Boys’ High
School Volleyball Association. Como
is one of a dozen new teams in 2019,
bringing the total number to 50. 

Como High’s decision to offer
boys’ volleyball didn’t come easily.
Lack of funding was a factor, as was

gym space, and the possible pull of
student athletes away from other
spring sports. 

With a spirit of service and
creativity, things came together. Adair
volunteered to be coach and Como
athletic director Koua Yang
supported the new opportunity for
students — with some unique
requirements. 

All interested boys’ volleyball
players had to agree to participate in
one of the existing traditional spring
sports. Volleyball would be a bonus
activity, played three nights a week. 

Ultimately, the requirement was
a win-win, evidenced by increased
participation in golf, tennis and track
— and those 48 boys at volleyball
tryouts.

“It was a good problem to
have,” Adair said. “But we had to
narrow that 48 down to a workable
number. Given my limited
experience in coaching volleyball,
and limited uniforms, resources, and
gym time, we decided it was realistic
to have 24 players; 12 on the varsity
and 12 for a junior varsity team.”

So, Adair had some serious
evaluations to do. He recruited his
brother Alex Adair (who is
recognized by the family as the more

experienced volleyball player) and
Tigana Lê to be volunteer assistants.

What they quickly noticed was
an abundance of athleticism. And a
lack of height — the Cougars are not
a tall team. But they make up for that
drawback with scrappiness and
quickness, coming up with digs “to
extend points and keep us
competitive,” Adair said.

As the Bugle went to press, the
Cougars varsity team had a record of
four wins and three losses. They have
been victorious over East Ridge,
Rosemount, and Mounds View. 

The Cougars’ results are
especially impressive given that prior
to this season, the group’s volleyball
experience consisted of playing pick-

up games at the park, and the
occasional Hmong festival or Karen
church event.

One factor in the Cougars’
success is the boys’ energy and
excitement for the organized game,
and the joy of playing for Como. 

Senior co-captain Va Lee said,
“We love it. Our team spirit is really
high. It’s like another little family here
at Como.”

Jackee Saw, the other senior co-
captain, explained that playing
volleyball is a great outlet. “Every
time you step on the court, every
stress, every problem that you have
just evaporates,” he said. “You’re just
focusing on the game and having
fun.”

Freshman Moua Tia Xiong, a
talented outside hitter and setter for
the varsity, has a contagious
enthusiasm, both for this inaugural
season and the future of the program.
“The teammates and coaches are
really motivating,” Xiong said. “They
motivate us every practice to be a
better version of ourselves. And we
also want to put our name on the
history of volleyball at Como, as the
first team ever.”

While the history of this first
season is still being written, one
theme that seems to be emerging: the
Cougars’ ability to play bigger than
they look. Not a single player is  6
feet tall. 

That doesn’t stop 5’6” senior
Shong Xiong from spiking winners
as an outside hitter. “He’s got major
hops,” Adair said. 

Junior captain Thai Lee and
freshman Eh Ta Lee Htoo are two
other players at the net. At 5’8 and
5’10 respectively, they’re two of the
tallest Cougars. With impressive
vertical leaps and improved
positioning and timing from
practice, their defensive blocks are
helping the team win points. 

Other steady contributors
include freshman Pah Reh who plays
libero (a defensive specialist in the
back row), junior Dominic Vang
who is a setter, and senior Mu Ku Shi
who helps wherever it’s needed. 

Meanwhile, Adair is impressed
by his players’ discipline, on and off
the volleyball court. It’s important to
remember that with the special
arrangement of playing volleyball,
each boy has a tennis, track or golf
practice or meet before they hit the
court in the gym at 4:30. 

“They are really dedicated
athletes and stand-up guys.,” Adair
said. “They’re leaders in the school
and they’re going above and beyond
to make this happen.” 

The Como Park boys’ volleyball
program will certainly evolve as the
sport does. Future teams will be more
experienced, may have more
resources and gym time, and may
even be part of the Minnesota State
High School League.

But the foundation for all future
Cougar volleyball players is being
built by a spirited, gritty group of
guys who are making Como Park
sports history — and enjoying every
minute of it. 

Eric Erickson is a social studies teacher
at Como Park High School and a long-
time coach of school and youth sports in
St. Paul. 

Boys’ volleyball proves a popular new spring sport

Como boys’ volleyball players Eh Ta Lee Htoo (#11) and Thai Lee
(#1) team up to block a Mounds View player’s spike during the
Cougars’ victory on May 6. Photo by Eric Erickson
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Congratulations to 
our 2019 Grantees!

�Avalon School

� Park Bugle

� CEZ – Chroma Zone

� Como Park High 
Choir, ROTC, 
Girls Tennis,
& Community 
Engagement Event

� Transition Town/  
CoCreatz Space

� FilmNorth

� Gremlin Theatre

� International Institute

� Junior Achievement

� Keystone Community 
Services

�Murray Middle School 
Music, Pilot Tutoring,  
& Wolf Ridge

� Leisure Center

� St. Anthony Park 
Nursery School

� St. Anthony Park 
Elementary Arts &
Wolf Ridge

� St. Anthony Park 
Area Seniors

� Schubert/Music in 
the Park Series

� Shakespeare in SAP

� St. Paul Urban Tennis

www.sapfoundation.org

              


