
 

 
 

The Westheimer Prize 
 
We are very fortunate to be able to offer The Westheimer Prize to Park School 

students again this year.  This extraordinary opportunity has been made available by 

Pat Westheimer, who graduated from Park in 1961, having attended the school from 

the age of three.  After graduation from Goucher College, Pat returned to Park and 

taught English in the Upper School for three years before moving to California, where 

she continued teaching English.  

 
In 1991, Pat moved to Lisbon, Portugal, where she wrote a regular column and 

featured articles for The Portugal News, the largest English-language newspaper in 

the country. She trained international students in writing skills and coached them for 

the SAT and TOEFL examinations. Pat died in the spring of 2016 but not before 

endowing the Westheimer Prize out of her deep conviction that spending time 

overseas is a valuable component of a well-rounded education.  

 
Two prizes of up to $7000.00 for work or study abroad during the summer of 2018 will 

be awarded to Park sophomores and juniors, who would not otherwise be able to take 

this trip.  It is expected that your program will be a minimum of four weeks and will 

include at least 25 - 30 hours of work or service each week.  Student-budgets must 

not exceed the limit by more than $200.00.   
 
To apply for the Westheimer Prize, you must complete the following application and 

submit it to Traci Wright on or before December 1, 2017.  The committee will review 

proposals and return them to you by December 15, if additional information is 

needed.  Final applications must be submitted to Traci Wright by January 5, 2018.  All 



completed applications that satisfactorily meet the criteria described below, as 

determined by a committee of Upper School faculty and administrators, will be placed 

into a lottery.  The prize winners will be randomly selected from the lottery pool on 

January 26, 2018.  If selected as a Westheimer Prize winner, you will be expected to 

make a presentation to the Upper School student body about your experience. 

Westheimer Prize Application 
 

Part I: The Project 
 

Please respond to the following questions.  Feel free to include other 
information that you feel may be important. 
 

§   What will you do? 
§   What do you hope to accomplish? 
§   If you will be working, what is the organization’s purpose? 
§   What will your responsibilities be? 

§   How many hours will you be working weekly? 
§   What type of work will you be doing?  If you know, what specific 

projects will you be working on? 
§   What will you do in your down time? If you will be studying, where will 

you be enrolled? 
§   What classes will you take?  
§   When does the term begin and end?  How often do classes meet 

each week?   
§   How do they relate to your current curriculum at Park? 

§   Please provide supporting documentation, including web links, that 
describe the program and/or organization to which you are applying. 

 
Part II:  You 
 

Please respond to the following questions about yourself to provide the 
application review committee with a complete picture of your candidacy. 
 



§   Why do you want to participate in your proposed work or study 
program? 

§   What personal qualities do you possess that will ensure success in 
your proposed program? 

§   Describe your extra-curricular activities both in and out of Park.  What 
role do you play in these activities?  What is your time commitment to 
these activities? 

 
Part III:  Your living accommodations 
 

Part of the challenge and reward of participating in the Westheimer Program is 
managing your life abroad. 

 
§   What arrangements have you made for living accommodations? 
§   How were these arrangements made? 

 
Part IV:  Your budget 
 

To the best of your ability, please provide a detailed budget of your 
Westheimer Program expenses.  In doing so, make sure to include relevant 
costs associated with: 

§   Travel 
§   Living accommodations 
§   Cost of tuition and other fees (if applicable) 
§   Food and other living essentials 

In addition, please note any income associated with your work that may offset 
the costs of the proposed program. 

 
Part V:  Affidavit of financial need 
 

With your application, you must submit the attached affidavit, signed by your 
parent/guardian, affirming that without benefit of the Westheimer Prize you 
would not be able to participate in the program you have proposed due to 
financial constraints. 

 
 
 
 



 
Timeline for Westheimer Prize 

 
October 25 at 12:30 p.m. Student Information Meeting  
 
Friday, December 1, 2017 Completed applications are due to Traci Wright on or 

before this date. 
 
Friday, December 15, 2017 The Student Application Committee will review 

proposals and return them to you, if additional 
information is needed.  

 
Friday, January 05, 2018 Final applications must be submitted to Traci Wright. 
 
Friday, January 26, 2018 Lottery drawing to determine two winners and one 

alternate. 
 
 
 

*We will use at least one M-Block to work on proposals.



Westheimer Prize Application 
Affidavit of Financial Need 

 
 
 
I hereby affirm that without benefit of the Westheimer Prize,  
 
_____________________________ would not be able to participate in the           
(Applicant’s name) 
 
above-described program due to financial constraints. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________        ___________________ 
           Parent/Guardian’s Signature                              Date 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


