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Summer Reading Catalogue 2016 
 
 

FICTION 
 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Sáenz. 2012. (Michaela Hawley 
and Angela Balcita) 
Taking place in 1987, two 15-year-old Mexican-American boys meet over the summer. Aristotle and Dante 
become friends as two loners with seemingly nothing in common. From Booklist, "Family issues take center 
stage, as well as issues of Mexican identity, but the heart of the novel is Dante’s openness about his 
homosexuality and Ari’s suppression of his." A slower-paced YA novel, this is a “tender, honest exploration of 
identity.”  Publisher’s Weekly. FIC SAE 
 
The Art of Charlie Chan Hock Chye by Sonny Lieu. 2016.  (Josie Renkwitz and Christine Tillman) 
“A startlingly brilliant tour de force….Although the premise sounds simple—it purports to be the biography of a 
fictional comic book artist—what Liew does with it is anything but. At once dizzyingly meta and deeply 
heartfelt, the book spans 80 years, and in its complicated layering, reminded me of everything 
from Maus and The Tin Drum to, believe it or not, Ulysses….Probably the greatest work of art ever produced in 
Singapore.” —John Powers, Fresh Air   FIC LIE 
 
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison. 1970.  (Harry Levine and Karyn Fisher)  
The Bluest Eye is Toni Morrison's first novel, a book heralded for its richness of language and boldness of 
vision. Set in the author's girlhood hometown of Lorain, Ohio, it tells the story of black, eleven-year-old Pecola 
Breedlove. Pecola prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she will be as beautiful and beloved as all the blond, 
blue-eyed children in America. In the autumn of 1941, the year the marigolds in the Breedloves' garden do not 
bloom. Pecola's life does change- in painful, devastating ways. 
What its vivid evocation of the fear and loneliness at the heart of a child's yearning, and the tragedy of its 
fulfillment.  Goodreads.  FIC MOR 
 
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky. 1866. (Eli Asdourian and Liz Hirsch) 
A philosophical and psychological exploration of the nature of crime and conscience, this classic novel set in 
19th Century Russia tells the tale of a young, impoverished student who believes he can justify murder. Travel 
the gloomy crowded streets of St. Petersburg and meet Dostoevsky’s complex characters who are struggling to 
cope with the physical and moral perils that threaten them.  FIC DOS 

The Deadly Nightshade by Justine Ashford. 2015.  (Luke Pound and Katherine Arner) 
Six years after The War wiped out the majority of the world's population, nineteen-year-old Nightshade has 
become a deadly product of the chaotic environment in which she lives. Taught from childhood to suppress all 
unnecessary emotions—pity, compassion, love, hatred, fear—in the name of survival, she has no trouble 
defending herself against the gangs that ravage her world.  
 
But when Nightshade is befriended by fellow loner Connor, the flame of humanness is slowly reignited within 
her. When the duo find themselves pursued by a vengeful gang, they are left with no choice but to seek refuge in 
a small town and knowingly threaten the safety of its inhabitants. Forced to choose between survival and 
surrender, with the fate of an entire community in her hands, Nightshade must decide whether to save her own 
life or her newfound humanity.  FIC ASH 
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Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran Foer. 2002.  (Bennett Demsky and Jon Acheson) 
“Jonathan is a Jewish college student searching Europe for the one person he believes can explain his roots. 
Alex, a lover of all things American and unsurpassed butcher of the English language, is his lovable Ukrainian 
guide. On their quixotic quest, the two young men look for Augustine, a woman who might have saved 
Jonathan's grandfather from the Nazis. As past and present merge, hysterically funny moments collide with 
episodes of great tragedy--and an unforgettable story of one family's extraordinary history unfolds.” Goodreads.  
FIC FOE 

The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand. 1943. (Parker Brotman, Christian Lillie, and Roger Seidenman) 
Written by the influential libertarian writer and philosopher Ayn Rand, The Fountainhead details the struggles 
of Howard Roark, a young aspiring architect, as he fights against the establishment and tradition. You don't need 
to agree with Rand or come in with any prior knowledge; all you need is the willpower to read a 753 page book 
during the summer. Written in 1943, The Fountainhead still leaves a notable mark on American culture, values, 
and politics. FIC RAN 

Freud’s Last Session by Mark St. Germain, 2010, and The Last Confession by Roger Crane, 2007, 
(Connor Moore and TEACHER) 
Read two plays and talk about the cross overs. 
Freud's Last Session: 
The play centers on legendary psychoanalysts Dr. Sigmund Freud who invites the young, rising Oxford Don 
D.S. Lewis to his home in London. On the day England enters World War Two, Freud and Lewis clash about 
love, sex, and the existence of God, and the meaning of life, and the effect religion has on it, just weeks before 
Freud took his own life. Freud's Last Session is a deeply touching play filled with humor and exploring the 
minds, hearts, and souls of two brilliant men addressing the greatest questions of all time.  
The Last Confession is a stage play about the election and death of Pope John Paul I. The play follows Giovanni 
Benelli who recounts, during his last confession, his role in the death of John Paul and how this led him to lose 
his faith.Disturbed by the corruption in Vatican City, caused mainly by Paul Marcinkus and Jean-Marie Villot, 
Benelli attempts to manipulate theAugust 1978 conclave and elect Albino Luciani as Pope. The plan succeeds 
and Luciani becomes Pope John Paul I but his unconventional views and actions make him enemies in 
the Curia. Just thirty three days into his reign, John Paul dies suddenly and Benelli investigates the death, 
suspecting the Pope was murdered. Realising that a request for an autopsy would damage the church, Benelli 
decides to end the investigation and tries to become Pope himself. This time his efforts to manipulate the 
conclave fail and a compromise candidate, Karol Wojtyła, is elected Pope. 
 
The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins.  2015. (Catherine Robbins, Lauren Singer and Carolyn Sutton) 
Intersecting, overlapping, not-quite-what-they-seem lives. Jealousies and betrayals and wounded hearts. A 
haunting unease that clutches and won’t let go. All this and more helps propel Paula Hawkins’s addictive debut 
into a new stratum of the psychological thriller genre. At times, I couldn’t help but think: Hitchcockian… The 
“girl on the train” is Rachel, who commutes into London and back each day, rolling past the backyard of a 
happy-looking couple she names Jess and Jason. Then one day Rachel sees “Jess” kissing another man. The day 
after that, Jess goes missing. The story is told from three character’s not-to-be-trusted perspectives: Rachel, who 
mourns the loss of her former life with the help of canned gin and tonics; Megan (aka Jess); and Anna, Rachel’s 
ex-husband’s wife, who happens to be Jess/Megan’s neighbor. Rachel’s voyeuristic yearning for the seemingly 
idyllic life of Jess and Jason lures her closer and closer to the investigation into Jess/Megan’s disappearance, and 
closer to a deeper understanding of who she really is. And who she isn’t. This is a book to be devoured.  Neal 
Thompson, Amazon. 
 
 



3	  
	  

The Godfather by Mario Puzo. 1969.  (Liam Bannon, Dennis Villacorta, and John Kessinger) 
When Mario Puzo's blockbuster saga, The Godfather, was first published in 1969, critics hailed it as one of the 
greatest novels of our time, and "big, turbulent, highly entertaining." Since then, The Godfather has gone on to 
become a part of America's national culture, as well as a trilogy of landmark motion pictures. Now, in this 
newly-repackaged 30th Anniversary Edition, readers old and new can experience this timeless tale of crime for 
themselves. From the lavish opening scene where Don Corleone entertains guests and conducts business at his 
daughter's wedding...to his son, Michael, who takes his father's place to fight for his family...to the bloody 
climax where all family business is finished,The Godfather is an epic story of family, loyalty, and how "men of 
honor" live in their own world, and die by their own laws. Amazon. FIC PUZ 
 
In Persuasion Nation by George Saunders (Ben Doyle, Race Mahaffey and John Trout) 
The Amazon page describes it fairly accurately with this quote: "Talking candy bars, baby geniuses, 
disappointed mothers, castrated dogs, interned teenagers, and moral fables—all in this hilarious and 
heartbreaking collection from an author hailed as the heir to Kurt Vonnegut and Thomas Pynchon."  
FIC SAU 
 
The Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom. 2010. (Isabel Berner and Nancy Dickson) 
The book is about a 7 year old Irish girl who travels to America with her family. She arrives in America, with 
very little memory, no family, and news that she will be an indentured servant. She works in a kitchen house 
with many black slaves who take her in and help raise her. The story switches between her story, and the story 
of a biracial slave who has a secret connection with the master of the house. This book shows, in gruesome 
detail the story of what it truly was like to be enslaved.	  	  FIC GRI 
	  
Leviathan by Scott Westerfeld. 2009.  (Isaac Lichtenstien and Samantha Fuss and TEACHER) 
World War I is brewing as the Clankers and Darwinists prepare to go to war. Prince Aleksander, heir to the 
Austro-Hungarian throne, is on the run from his own people; accompanied by only a few loyal men and their 
Stormwalker war machine.  Meanwhile, disguised as a man, Deryn Sharp enlists in the British Air Service, 
finding herself aboard The Leviathan, a fabricated airship.  Follow along as their paths cross in this spectacular 
steampunk adventure.  FIC WES 
 
The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov. 1966. (William Warren and Adele Dinerstein) 
Nothing in the whole of literature compares with The Master and Margarita. One spring afternoon, the Devil, 
trailing fire and chaos in his wake, weaves himself out of the shadows and into Moscow. Mikhail Bulgakov’s 
fantastical, funny, and devastating satire of Soviet life combines two distinct yet interwoven parts, one set in 
contemporary Moscow, the other in ancient Jerusalem, each brimming with historical, imaginary, frightful, and 
wonderful characters. Written during the darkest days of Stalin’s reign, and finally published in 1966 and 
1967, The Master and Margarita became a literary phenomenon, signaling artistic and spiritual freedom for 
Russians everywhere. Amazon.  FIC BUL 
 
Me Before You by Jojo Moyes.  2012.  (Lizzie Kane, Noe Wolf, and Susan Weintraub) 
Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life—steady boyfriend, close family—who has 
barely been farther afield than their tiny village. She takes a badly needed job working for ex–Master of the 
Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after an accident. Will has always lived a huge life—big deals, 
extreme sports, worldwide travel—and now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the way he is. 
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Will is acerbic, moody, bossy—but Lou refuses to treat him with kid gloves, and soon his happiness means 
more to her than she expected. When she learns that Will has shocking plans of his own, she sets out to show 
him that life is still worth living. 

A Love Story for this generation and perfect for fans of John Green’s The Fault in Our Stars, Me Before 
You brings to life two people who couldn’t have less in common—a heartbreakingly romantic novel that 
asks, What do you do when making the person you love happy also means breaking your own heart. Barnes and 
Noble.  FIC MOY 

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern. 2011.  (Ruby Elbert, Madeline Wolf, and TEACHER) 
The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, when yesterday it was not. 
Within the black-and-white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking amazements. 
It is called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at night.  
 
But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway: a duel between two young magicians, Celia and Marco, 
who have been trained since childhood expressly for this purpose by their mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to 
them both, this is a game in which only one can be left standing. Despite the high stakes, Celia and Marco soon 
tumble headfirst into love, setting off a domino effect of dangerous consequences, and leaving the lives of 
everyone, from the performers to the patrons, hanging in the balance. Amazon.  FIC MOR 
 
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver.  1998. (Becca Overton, Liat Klopouh and Traci Wright) 
The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical 
Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them everything they 
believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously 
transformed on African soil. What follows is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and remarkable 
reconstruction over the course of three decades in postcolonial Africa.  Amazon. FIC KIN 
 
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd. 2001. (Lindsey Weiskopf and Elliott Huntsman) 
In the Secret Life of Bees, Lily Owens, a 14 year old girl surrounded by avid racism wants nothing more than to 
leave her life and her father by escaping to Tiburon, South Carolina, the town that potentially holds the key to 
her dead mother's past. After Lily and her lifelong mother figure, Rosaleen are taken in by three spunky, black 
beekeeping sisters, she learns more about herself and the power she has in the world.  FIC KID 
 
This One Summer by Mariko Tamaki. 2014.  (Jamie Brodie and Nancy Fink) 
This One Summer is a graphic novel about Rose and her family and an annual trip of theirs to Awago Beach. 
While the beach is Rose's sanctuary, this summer will be full of turmoil for her. Rose's parents won't stop 
fighting, and Rose and Windy get caught up in a catastrophe. In this unforgettable summer, at least Rose and 
Windy have each other.  
 
 
Watchmen by Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons. 1995. (Sam Tabrisky, Kendall Laughton and Tony 
Asdourian) 
"Considered the greatest graphic novel in the history of the medium, the Hugo Award-winning story chronicles 
the fall from grace of a group of super-heroes plagued by all-too-human failings. Along the way, the concept of 
the super-hero is dissected as the heroes are stalked by an unknown assassin. (From Amazon.com)  FIC MOO 
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NONFICTION 

 
The Argonauts by Maggie Nelson.  2016.  (Catie Turner and Maria Spiegel) 
Maggie Nelson's The Argonauts is a genre-bending memoir, a work of "autotheory" offering fresh, fierce, and 
timely thinking about desire, identity, and the limitations and possibilities of love and language. At its center is a 
romance: the story of the author's relationship with the artist Harry Dodge. This story, which includes Nelson's 
account of falling in love with Dodge, who is fluidly gendered, as well as her journey to and through a 
pregnancy, offers a firsthand account of the complexities and joys of (queer) family-making. Graywolf Press.   

Behind the Beautiful Forevers by Katherine Boo.  2012.  (Noah Blau and TEACHER) 
In this brilliant, breathtaking book by Pulitzer Prize winner Katherine Boo, a bewildering age of global change 
and inequality is made human through the dramatic story of families striving toward a better life in Annawadi, a 
makeshift settlement in the shadow of luxury hotels near the Mumbai airport. Abdul, an enterprising teenager, 
sees “a fortune beyond counting” in the recyclable garbage that richer people throw away. Meanwhile Asha, a 
woman of formidable ambition, has identified a shadier route to the middle class. With a little luck, her beautiful 
daughter, Annawadi’s “most-everything girl,” might become its first female college graduate. And even the 
poorest children, like the young thief Kalu, feel themselves inching closer to their dreams. But then Abdul is 
falsely accused in a shocking tragedy; terror and global recession rock the city; and suppressed tensions over 
religion, caste, sex, power, and economic envy turn brutal. With intelligence, humor, and deep insight into what 
connects people to one another in an era of tumultuous change, Behind the Beautiful Forevers, based on years of 
uncompromising reporting, carries the reader headlong into one of the twenty-first century’s hidden worlds—
and into the hearts of families impossible to forget. Amazon. 305.5 BOO 
 
Black Elk Speaks by John Neihardt.  1932.  (Eli Litwack and Kirk Wulf) 
This story reveals the life and visions of the Lakota healer Nicholas Black Elk (1863-1950) and the history of 
his Sioux people during the closing decades of the Old West. In 1930, the aging Black Elk met a writer John G. 
Neihardt (1881-1973) on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. The Lakota elder talked with Neihardt to 
share his visions and life with the world.  Black Elk's vision came to him during a time of loss, when outsiders 
were stealing the Lakotas' land, slaughtering buffalo, and threatening their way of life. Black Elk Speaks is the 
moving story of a young Lakota boy before the reservation years, the unforgettable history of an American 
Indian nation, and an enduring spiritual message. Amazon.  
970.2 BLA 
 
Girls and Sex by Peggy Orenstein. 2016.  (Jesse Anderson and Patti Porcarelli) 
"The author of the New York Times bestseller Cinderella Ate My Daughter offers a clear-eyed picture of the new 
sexual landscape girls face in the post-princess stage—high school through college—and reveals how they are 
negotiating it. A generation gap has emerged between parents and their girls. Even in this age of helicopter 
parenting, the mothers and fathers of tomorrow’s women have little idea what their daughters are up to sexually 
or how they feel about it. Drawing on in-depth interviews with over seventy young women and a wide range of 
psychologists, academics, and experts, renowned journalist Peggy Orenstein goes where most others fear to 
tread, pulling back the curtain on the hidden truths, hard lessons, and important possibilities of girls’ sex lives in 
the modern world."  Harper Collins. 305.23 ORE 
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Homage to Catalonia by George Orwell.  1938.  (Aaron Eline and Peter Warren) 
BA first-hand account of the brutal conditions of the Spanish Civil War, George Orwell's ‘Homage to 
Catalonia’. “Every line of serious work that I have written since 1936 has been written, directly or indirectly, 
against totalitarianism and for democratic Socialism as I understand it”. Thus wrote Orwell following his 
experiences as a militiaman in the Spanish Civil War, chronicled in Homage to Catalonia. Here he brings to bear 
all the force of his humanity, passion and clarity, describing with bitter intensity the bright hopes and cynical 
betrayals of that chaotic episode: the revolutionary euphoria of Barcelona, the courage of ordinary Spanish men 
and women he fought alongside, the terror and confusion of the front, his near-fatal bullet wound and the vicious 
treachery of his supposed allies.  946.081 ORW 
 
Lab Girl by Hope Jaren.  2016.  (Yifei He and Julie Rogers) 
An illuminating debut memoir of a woman in science; a moving portrait of a longtime friendship; and a 
stunningly fresh look at plants that will forever change how you see the natural world. Amazon.  580 JAR 
 
The Man Who Quit Money by Mark Sundeen.  2012.  (Lydia Eastman and Ileana Imhoff) 
In 2000, Daniel Suelo left his life savings-all thirty dollars of it-in a phone booth. He has lived without money-
and with a newfound sense of freedom and security-ever since. The Man Who Quit Money is an account of how 
one man learned to live, sanely and happily, without earning, receiving, or spending a single cent. Suelo doesn't 
pay taxes, or accept food stamps or welfare. He lives in caves in the Utah canyonlands, forages wild foods and 
gourmet discards. He no longer even carries an I.D. Yet he manages to amply fulfill not only the basic human 
needs-for shelter, food, and warmth-but, to an enviable degree, the universal desires for companionship, 
purpose, and spiritual engagement. 332.4 SUN 
 
Roots by Alex Haley.  1976.  (Solomon Stephens and TEACHER) 
"Early in the spring of 1750, in the village of Juffure, four days upriver from the coast of The Gambia, West 
Africa, a man-child was born to Omoro and Binta Kinte."  
So begins Roots, one of the most extraordinary and influential books of our time. Through the story of one 
family—his family—Alex Haley unforgettably brings to life the monumental two-century drama of Kunta Kinte 
and the six generations who came after him: slaves and freedmen, farmers and blacksmiths, lumber mill 
workmen and Pullman porters, lawyers and architects...and one author. Amazon.  921 HALEY 
 
Shakespeare: The World as Stage by Bill Bryson. 2007.  (Thao Kahn and Gregory Brandt) 
We’ll honor the quadricentennial of William Shakespeare’s death by reading and discussing Bill Bryson’s lively 
depiction of the milieu in which the Bard lived and flourished.  Publishers Weekly notes that “Bryson’s curiosity 
serves him well as he delves into subjects as diverse as the reliability of extant images of Shakespeare, a brief 
history of the theater in England and the continuing debate about whether William Shakespeare of Stratford-
upon-Avon really wrote Shakespeare’s works.”  A reviewer for The Sunday Times of London calls the book “a 
brilliantly funny and insightful travel guide to 16th century England,” adding that “As an abbreviated tour around 
the world of Shakespeare, this could hardly be bettered.” 822.3 SHA 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


