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Library opens to rave reviews
by Jeremy Golden ‘08
Over the past 10 years, while
large-scale renovation and building projects, including the Athletic and Arts Centers, even the
playground, added to the beauty
of the campus, the library remained a dowdy old maid. All
of that changed last year when a
broken air conditioning system
created the opportunity to commit to a $2.5 million overhaul of
both libraries and library gallery.
On Monday, September 18,
2006, the school celebrated
the official opening of the justcompleted, on time and within
budget renovation of both the
Lower, and Middle and Upper
Schools Libraries. Over 100
students, teachers, parents, and
invited guests came to see the
completely revamped space that
everybody had been looking
forward to for so many years.
Head of School David Jackon thanked everyone who had
contributed to the project completed so quickly over the past
nine months, and noted that the
final product was “the best work
we’ve done in space and design.”
Senior architect for the renovation was David Benn of Cho,
Benn + Holbeck; Kinsley Construction was responsible for
managing gutting and reconstruction. In addition, Jackson
acknowledged the work of Park

School’s Director of Finance
and Operations Joan Webber,
the library and facilities staff
members and Library Director
Susan Weintraub who was responsible both for helping with
the library design and managing to keep the library open to
students during construction.
Weintraub then spoke about
the pressures of reducing a
normal design and construction schedule from two to four
years to eight months. Despite the shortened timeline,
she noted that, “We achieved
every goal and exceeded all
expectations for a beautifully
designed and wonderfully built
functional Park School space.”
To mark the opening, the
library celebrated the recent
publication of two children’s
books by Laura Schlitz, Librarian for grades two to five.
The Hero Schliemann the
Dreamer Who Dug for Troy,
and A Drowned Maiden’s
Hair. (See Reviews, p. 6.)
Schlitz began writing both
works during summer Faculty and Curriculum Advancement (FACA) projects. Two
more children’s books, are
due out in 2007 from her publisher,
Candlewick
Press.
Before reading the first
chapter of A Drowned Maiden’s Hair, the author remarked
that “it is the children who in-
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The Lower School Library’s enlarged story corner easily accommodates a class or two.
Closed for renovation last January, the Lower School Library reopened temporarily in April.
Final touches were completed in August.

spire me and give me ideas.”
Comments about the libray
have been positive. “The new
library is so great, it’s like the

old library plus one,” said Emmet Ingram ’08. “It’s comfortable and conducive to learning,”
explained Lea Bacharach ’07.

“I think the new library’s great,
there’s more space overhead,”
said English teacher Kirk Wulf.
“It feels lighter and airier.”

Senate adopts dance resolution
by Anders Hulleberg ‘07
Ever since its members took
office last May, the Student
Council has faced one overarching challenge: bringing dances
back to Upper School. The issue arose at last spring’s homecoming dance, when a student
was caught intoxicated. Earlier
this year, the Council proposed
implementing an honor code
under which students would
hold each other and themselves
accountable for their actions.
Many members of the faculty
grumbled about the idea, and

sent the Council back to the
drawing board. “They wanted something more concrete,
more solid,” said Council Vice
President Jesse Naiman ’07.
On September 20, the Student Senate ratified Resolution one, which states that a
breathalyzer may be used on a
student as an objective means
of determining whether the
student is drunk only after a
chaperone has expressed suspicion of the student’s sobriety.
The School first purchased
breathalyzer for last spring’s
Senior Prom, where it produced

the desired effect: universal sobriety amongst the students.
“Discomfort is definitely an
issue,” said Naiman. “Some
are worried about being falsely
accused. Others are worried
about its showing a lack of
trust between students and faculty. A few people mentioned
that they would feel humiliated
if they had to be subjected to a
breathalyzer.”Brown and White
Day, which traditionally includes
an evening dance, is set for Saturday, October 7. There has
been no final word about whether the dance will be reinstated.

Summer program studies race
by Scott Shuldiner ’09

photo by S. Weintraub
Upper School seniors A. Stein, M. Streuver, and J. Goldbarb
find comfortable seating in the library’s new magazine corner.

If you thought teachers spent
their summers lounging by the
pool and sipping iced tea, think
again. Last summer, 58 Park
faculty took part in 10 Faculty
and Curricular Advancement
Program (FACA) projects held
at Park. Established in 1989 in
honor of Park’s 75th anniversary, FACA is a program that allows teachers to meet and work
on curricular projects and professional studies of their choice.
Louise Mehta, Associate
Head of School and administrator of the FACA program described it as “an effort to value
curricular work by faculty as

necessary to their professional
growth, their learning from each
other, and their devising of new
teaching approaches, courses
and programs for students.”
During summer 2006, Upper
School Dean of Students, Traci
Wright, together with June Bennett, Krista Dhruv, and Carol
Kinne, led a one-week program
entitled “Broadening the Conversation about Race” in which
faculty met to discuss topics
regarding race in everyday situations. “The purpose of the program was really to create an open
dialogue about racial issues that
affect us both personally and
as professionals at the school,”
explained Wright. “In most con-

versations about race, people of
color talk and white people listen. This conversation created an
open environment for everyone
to talk, and everyone to listen.”
Upper School science teacher Julie Rogers was one of 34
faculty, administrators and staff
members who participated.
“The program helped me to feel
a greater sense of community,
and to talk to my colleagues
more openly about race,” she
said.
To continue the conversation with students and faculty,
Wright has launched a new Mblock class. Each week, students will meet to discuss racial
issues.
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Editorial
Keep your perspective
As we begin yet another school year, tensions mount as we get ready for tests,
essays, grades and everyone’s favorite: applying to college. But while we’re worrying about exactly how much colleges care about that C+ we got in freshman science
or whether or not we’ll start in our games this fall, we’re ignoring the millions of
people with real problems. From our friend whose parents are getting divorced,
to the hundreds of innocent people who are senselessly murdered each day in the
war-torn region of Darfur, we need to learn to put our problems in perspective.
All over the world, people are suffering. In Southeast Asia, families are doing
their best to heal their ravaged economies as well as the holes in their lives left by
losing loved ones in the 2004 tsunami. Families in America’s own South are still
struggling to put their lives back together. In Baltimore, there are families wondering where they’ll sleep tonight.
In our own community, we have friends suffering from eating disorders, anxiety, depression, substance abuse, and problems at home or with
friends. The least we can do in the course of our busy lives is to take a minute to ask the big-eyed kid who’s sitting by himself what he did this summer.
So, this school year, while you’re stressing over that C+, remember: you’re lucky.
Don’t feel guilty that you’re not saving the world, but remember that that C+ isn’t
exactly destroying it.

Make it happen
The best feature of true freedom is the capacity to do anything you want. The downside of freedom for those in the Park community is that it’s easy to do nothing. Park can
help you find your goals, and once you know what you want and are ready to devote
yourself toward those objectives, Park will help you succeed. Whether it’s a senior
project, resuscitating Immersion Week or making your friends eat outside with you to
watch the pond catch the first rays of fall, you’ve got all you need to make it happen.
Even though the schedule has changed to encourage participation, you could still
tune out, no matter where you are. The question is: Why would you? You have the daily
benefit of being in the same room with genius. You even have the option to have one-onone interactions with said genius. Park is unique, but you’re only here for a limited time.
But remember, don’t do too much. C’mon, you’re already in Habitat, Model
UN and tutor French. And your homework is seriously cutting into your free time.
Here’s the fun part. If you put a little more effort into some of those assignments
and make them your own, then it’s not lost time. Make the best of whatever you’re
doing. That way, when you look back on your complete high school experience,
you’ll have four years’ worth of clear good rather than a blur of dull monotony.
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by Mickey McCauley ’07
So, in what I hope does not precipitate
a pattern, I would like to preface this letter, or what-have-you, with an apology.
I would like to acknowledge my shortsightedness in the planning and shopping
phases of the somewhat ill-fated Ice Cream
Social. There was a definite shortage in ice
cream and toppings, and, combined with
unfavorable weather, the Ice Cream Social
devolved into more of a Grab A Handful
Of M&Ms And Run Back Inside Without
Actually Socializing. I admit I drastically
underestimated the amount of ice cream
necessary to satisfy an Upper School.
Next time (awww yeah!) will be better.
Now, then! We’re back in business
(school business.) I’d tell you all about
my summer, but it probably wouldn’t end
up very interesting in this forum. Ask me
about it in person if you really want to
know. In any event, I suppose there are a

few news-worthy items from the government I can relay to you without turning
this entry into too much of a ramble.
One such item is the revitalization of the
old bulletin board next to the college announcements in the B-Hallway. We intend
to make more use of the board and keep
students abreast of events. Already, the
game schedules for the varsity sports teams
have been posted. Check them out if you’re
interested in coming to a game (which I
highly and self-motivatedly recommend.)
We may be opening the board to groups/
people with things to announce (CD sale?
Fun X-block activity? Misanthropic cult?)
Another item is a reminder of the flipflop sale. The price, over which there still
may hang some confusion, is $16 for a pair
(which, for your consideration, is less than
the same brand of flip-flops at a regular store,
and yet ours come with at least 50% more
school spirit.) We have not nailed down a
central location for sales, and we are looking for vendors (probably future senators.)
Finally, on the dance subject, we (the
Student Council) are reconsidering our
original proposal and attempting to convene
with faculty to get specific quarrels and
issues to address, along with possible solutions. Sorry, no major breakthroughs yet.
So, here we are again at the start of another
8.5 months of revisions and lab write-ups.
But let’s not let the prospect of schoolwork
bring down our attitudes. We can bring
the warmth of summer to the halls of Park.
We’ll throw it right back in the teachers’
faces. Heck, wanna really stick it to them?
Let’s enjoy this year. Here’s hoping !
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New faculty bring fresh perspective
by Anders Hulleberg ’07
Every year, new faces infuse the Park
Upper School with a fresh set of personalities and dynamics. Often, it is the freshman
class that provides the most notable changes;
the With 97 students, the class of 2010 is
proving to be no exception. But not all of

this year’s new faces belong to the freshman
class. Two, in fact, can be found at the head
of the classroom, leading discussions, explaining material and giving out assignments.
They belong to English teacher Monica West
and Spanish teacher María José González.

Monica West, English

W

est comes to Park from
New York City, where
she worked as an instructor of
literature and writing at the College of New Rochelle and as
a project editor of educational
materials for Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, a publishing company.
She graduated cum laude from
Duke University in 1999, with a
B.A. in English and Ameri-

can literature, and a minor in
Spanish literature. Before completing her Master’s in English
literature at New York University, West taught as a bilingual
elementary teacher at Ignacio
Conchos School in Phoenix. At
that time, she was a member
of Teach for America. She has
also taught in East Harlem and
the Bronx. “English has always

been my passion, both now and
when I was teaching elementary
school. It’s something I’ve always wanted to do,” she said.
It was the Park philosophy
that drew West to Park. “I read
through the philosophy, and I
liked how it seemed [that] the
Park community believed in
educating children, and I wanted
to see it in action,” she said.

photo by M.J. Kiehne ’09
Monica West is teaching two blocks of English 9 and two
blocks of an elective, Voices in the Margin.

María José González,
Modern Language

G

photo by D. Rosenthal ’08

María José González enters the Modern Language Department teaching Spanish I,
Accelerated Spanish III, and an upper level elective, Coversacions Diarias.

onzález comes to Park
all the way from California, where she taught for
three years at The Webb Schools.
A native Spanish speaker, she
grew up in the Dominican Republic, where she attended
Pontificia Universidad Catolica
Madre y Maestra in Santiago,
graduating summa cum laude.
González’s travels have taken
her as far as Spain and South
Korea, where she lived for a
year. Aside from teaching, her
other talents include flamenco

dancing and a singing voice that
garnered first place at the Second Music Festival in Santiago.
Of Park, González said, “One
of the things that has impressed
me is the great sense of community. I felt welcomed from
the moment I stepped in the
Commons. Everyone here offers
me support and understanding.
I’ve also been struck by how
open-minded the students are.
They seem to be very mature
for their age, very tolerant.”

Freshman trip shows positive energy
by Matt Young ’10
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O

n September 14, Park’s
largest freshman class
ever traveled south to Anne
Arundel County for an overnight
retreat. The 97 ninth-graders
stayed at Camp Letts, a 100year-old YMCA camp on an
inlet of the Chesapeake Bay.
Upon arrival, the class
participated in several exercises designed to spark
relationships between the Park
veterans and their new classmates.
But what seemed to be more
successful in building these

relationships was the free time
given to the class to explore
Camp Letts. During these periods, students intermingled
while practicing archery and
playing games of soccer, football, tennis and volleyball.
In the more structured time,
the grade had several discussions about student government,
personal goals for the ninth
grade, fundraising and how
those funds should be spent.
On Thursday night, the
freshmen gathered for a bonfire

during which students sang,
recited poetry, and told scary
stories and raunchy jokes. After the bonfire, a “social” was
held in the basement of one of
the camp’s cabins. However,
problems with the volume of the
music made it less a dance and
more a time for the class to hang
out and get to know one another.
The grade also found time
to elect senators. Before the
bonfire, 12 candidates gave
well-prepared speeches to the
grade addressing such issues as

the food and traffic in the cafeteria, fundraising, M-block classes
and, of course, Park dances. The
next morning, the grade elected
Forrest Carroll, Mike Leffer,
Harrison Macks, Dan McGill,
Arthur Sonnenfeld and Lucie
Weinberg to represent the freshman class in the Student Senate.
The trip to Camp Letts gave
freshmen their first opportunity to show the faculty that
they could be trusted and that
they are something to look forward to for the next four years.
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Commentary
Chaos signals
warm welcome
by Monica West, English
It is the first day of school, and
loud screaming and chanting greet
me before I walk up the steps leading to the Upper School. “What am
I getting myself into?” I wonder as I
step through metallic streamers and
nearly bump into a herd of seniors.
I am a newcomer, but somehow
this seeming chaos has soothed my
normal feelings of trepidation. It
is clear that students are excited to
be here, and their school spirit is
contagious. Even though I don’t
know any of the seniors who are
screaming and dancing around me,
I know this is a place where I can
be free to be myself. No one has to
tell me that; I can feel it all around
me and see it in the faces of people
I pass. Although I have been reading about the Park community for
months, nothing in the handbooks
has prepared me for this excitement and enthusiasm about school.
In previous places where I have
worked, school has always been
a place where people dread coming on the first day. Knots form
in their stomachs as they round
the corner and see the building
that they have been away from all
summer. That is not the case here.

Four weeks have passed since
my first day at Park, and I am still
in awe at the curiosity and love of
learning that my students have.
They embody so many parts of
the philosophy that I read during
interviews and other visits. I know
that I belong here, because other
inquisitive and thirsty minds like
mine roam the hallways in search
of answers to their questions.
Moreover, I feel at home because
so many members of the Park
community have gone out of their
way to make me feel welcome.
They have made my adjustment to being a teacher again
easy, and for that I am thankful.
It would be a gross understatement to say that coming to Park
has been a huge transition in my
life. I moved from New York
City to Baltimore, and went from
meeting manuscript deadlines to
writing lesson plans. Yet even
though I am adjusting to being a
teacher again, I feel like I have
finally found a home—a place
where teachers and students love
learning equally. So bring on the
shouting and the cheering. I have
finally found a place where teachers and students love learning,
and that is exactly where I belong.

photo by D. Rosenthal ’08
One of the many activities now offered during-M block, “Broadening the Conversation
about Race” pushes students to reexamine stereotypes and cultural misunderstandings.

M-Block adds useful time
to Upper School schedule
by Eve Rorison ’08
The addition of M-Block to this year’s
schedule might have added a bit of confusion to our routine Monday agenda, but it has
brought with it many unforeseen benefits.
The Upper School added M-Block to our
schedule to provide ninth-graders the extra
time needed for math and language classes
which require constant review and practice;
meeting twice a week just wasn’t sufficient.
The question then became, how would the
remaining sophomores, juniors and seniors
spend their time? Instead of just an extra 40
minutes to roam the halls, M-Block offers an
array of activities. English teacher Howard

Berkowitz is offering a once-a-week class on
progressive education; and a course called
“Broadening the Conversation About Race”
is being led by a number of teachers, most of
whom attended this summer’s FACA on race.
If you choose not to attend these courses, MBlock could also serve as a time for quiet study
in the new library, chemistry help sessions, tutoring, college counseling, and club meetings. For
most, having M-Block is extremely convenient,
allowing dedicated time for other activities
that might ordinarily take away from lunch.
Although at first it might be confusing to know
where to go and what to do, once you get the hang
of it (and you will), M-Block is quite beneficial,
and a good addition to our Monday schedule.

Welcome to Weird, Inc.
by Ken Greller ’10

photo by D. Rosenthal ’08
Sam Hulse ’08 mascarades as a pirate on International Speak
Like a Pirate Day. The level of participation evident at Park
could be illustrative of the school’s weirdness quotient.

Park’s weird. Excuse my third
grader simple-speak, but it is.
It’s weird, and worth embracing. Breaking the confines of
typical educational rules and
classroom construction, Park
breeds something interesting
every day. As we are humans,
there will always be specific
personality types that are totally
unavoidable--loud kids who are
obnoxious for the hell of it, quiet
kids who don’t pay attention or
don’t feel comfortable talking in
class, etc. But Park classes will
be bound to hold a special few
who can do otherwise and do
something intellectual. It’s nearly
an art form. Of course, I wouldn’t
really know… I’m still new.
There are 26 new freshmen
in the entering ninth-grade class,
making our staggering student
count of 97 the biggest ever. I had
97 kids in my gym class alone
in middle school. We were, in
fact, one of the smaller classes in
Sudbrook Magnet Middle School
history, with 340-some students
(about 10 fewer than the grade

before us). I was a face among
many, and I didn’t know everyone.
Not everyone knew me. It was the
lay of the land, and nothing odd.
It seemed much the same here-but it isn’t. There is much more
of a sense of interconnectivity
at an “independent” school, a
place hidden somewhere in its
own private hills. I--being only
three or so weeks into the year-still drift to the awkward sides
of the hallway, meeting people
here and there, with the new kids,
who are bewildered by everything. We’re free and confused.
We a t P a r k h a v e s o m e thing deeply wanted by all
students, by all people in general, a much-needed break with
G block, but the lack of structure makes no sense at first.
It occurs to me that I’m a part
of a strange movement, something truly progressive in the
realm of education, by the simple
act of supporting and subjecting
myself to what Park has to offer.
Nothing here looks like a
school; everything is comfortable.
The halls are clean and warm (or
cool, depending on the weather

outside). Everything works--the
bathrooms always have soap and
most of the dispensers are even
automated. Nobody complains
about Bush’s new laws governing
education--at least not their own
education. There’s a certain sense
of bliss about people. Binder broken? The school store can fix it
so that you don’t even need cash!
A capitalist paradise? Perhaps.
It makes a teenage idealist feel
rather odd, stepping on carpet
his parents paid for, in one way
or another. In a lot of ways, it
feels like going to school at
a large corporation. One can
find sweatshirts being sold with
the school’s logo and see the
budding new advertising campaign somewhere about the walls.
On the day of freshman orientation, as we split into groups
to read the school’s almighty
philosophy, many students were
taken aback by reading “The Park
School, Inc.” on the back of their
pamphlets. What exactly is a tax
dollar? I’m starting to forget… I’m
starting to forget a lot of things.
Maybe that’s just high school,
but I’m sure a lot of it is just Park.
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Camp counts!
by Mica Fidler ’08
I’m tired of responding to
the question “What did you do
this summer?” It’s not because
I didn’t like what I did over
the summer; in fact, it’s the
opposite. I’m ecstatic with the
eight-week all-girls’ camp I’ve
attended each summer for the
past 10 years. The people I’ve
met, the life-molding lessons
I’ve learned and the traditions
that have ingrained themselves
into my mind have truly formed
the person that I am and the
values that I consider important.
Camp has imprinted itself on
me just as much as the school
I attend does during the other
nine months of the year and all
of the extracurricular experiences that Park supplies. Thus,
it’s absurd that I have to defend
camp against an unimpressed
shrug of superiority (“Oh right,
you went to camp again”) each
time this question is presente.
The problem is, I come home
from two months in “The Promised Land” (Poland, Maine)
bursting with exciting stories,
pictures and memories of a

summer spent doing what I love
most (sports, acting, cheering,
singing and general cult-like
traditions) with those I love most
(the campers and counselors) in
the place that means the most
to me (atop a hill above a lake-Tripp Pond, actually--removed
from the summer box office and
juicy gossip, from social tension, shopping and homework),
but it just isn’t as awe-inspiring
to other people as it is to me.
People want me to believe
that spending the summer romping around in the woods of
Maine is not as stimulating
as the other trips and educatio n al en d eav o rs t h a t a re
expected of me “at my age.”
I have no problem with community service and world travel
during the summer. Indeed, I
respect the people who venture into these activities and
certainly anticipate anxiously,
with a justifiable pang of nostalgia, next summer, when I
will join in that massive throng
of high-schoolers hoping to
expand their knowledge of the
world with a summer’s trip to
India, Africa or the West Coast.

South African journey
includes service, safari
by Franny McGill ’08

T
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People need to understand
how the experience of sitting in
an Adirondack chair, writing in a
journal, cheering with your best
friend in the world, whose “real”
home is 2,000 miles from yours,
is equally as fulfilling and inspiring as a summer spent touring the
country or studying in Europe.
If ever I’m fortunate enough
to see the sun set over the Grand
Canyon, to smell California’s
redwoods and hear their branches shiver in the breeze, or to
look up at the star-crammed sky
from a remote tropical beach
on a Caribbean island, I will
have something with which to
compare them. In those brilliant
sights, I will be able to see and
relive my summers in Maine in
the perfect Technicolor detail
with which I see them now.

Freshman class supersized

his summer, my brother
and I went to visit my aunt
Sydney in Johannesburg, South
Africa for six weeks. Sydney has
been living there for about three
years, researching the economics
of AIDS. Because she thought it
might be her last year there, we
thought we should take advantage of the situation and visit.
For the first two weeks, Daniel McGill ’10, my brother,
and I worked at Coronation, a
public women’s and children’s
hospital in Joburg in the HIV/
AIDS clinic, helping the clinic
enter data, sort the crates of
anti-retroviral drugs that came
in (the medicine used to treat
AIDS), and playing with the
kids who came in for treatment.
The waiting room for the
clinic was tiny and minimally
furnished with rows of wooden
benches and a few desks for the
sisters (in South Africa the nurses
are called “sister,” even the men).
Coming in for treatment was
generally an all-day ordeal for
the patients, and the kids--infants to 14 years--would have
nothing to do but sit on the
benches for hours on end. So, as
volunteers, we would play with

photo by V. Green ’08

to children ages 1 through 17,
although most of them are
much smaller than average;
there was a 17-year-old boy
about as tall as my 9-year-old
brother. We got to choose where
we wanted to work; I chose
to work in the baby ward and
Daniel went with the toddlers.
The orphanage was pretty
short-staffed, so there were only
two sisters for the 12 babies living in the ward, meaning I was
able to do a lot. I helped to feed
and change them (which, with
12 babies, took up a large portion of the day), and also played
with them and gave them some
personal attention that they did
not generally get from the sisters.
It took me the first week

by Ariel Oshinsky ’10

‘The orphanage was pretty shortstaffed, so there were only two sisters
for the 12 babies living in the ward,
meaning I was able to do a lot.’

L

ast April, in the Park
School’s Podcast the
question was asked “Will the
largest ever incoming freshman
class have a positive or negative
effect on the Park community?”
As a freshman in the class of
97 students, I think the answer is that there will be both
positive and negative effects.
Originally when I heard
that my class was getting 26
new students I was very excited. I have found, however,
that although there are many
good aspects, a large grade also
comes with a few problems.
When walking into my second
class meeting on September 6, I
saw at least five students who I
recognized but I had no idea who
they were or what their names
are. I saw another five students I
couldn’t pick out of a line-up if
my life depended on it. Because
there are so many new faces,
it is much harder to become
friendly with the new students.
Given the presence of so
many people, it has become
harder to spend time with friends
from Middle School. This is
particularly true in the cafeteria.
At lunch, the tables seem to
be filled with freshmen. When
walking into the annex, it is
almost impossible to find my
friends, and when I do, the

photo by A. Patel ’08
Members of the freshman class occupy the cafeteria and annex during X Block in huge numbers.

table they are sitting at is often
already filled with people. This
means that I and others sit at
tables with people we don’t
know, or people with whom
we are not very good friends.
This is not bad because it forces
you to spend time with people
other than your close friends,
but isn’t part of lunch about
spending time with friends?
Conversely, there are some
very good aspects to having
a large grade. One thing Park
strives for is a diverse student body. The more people
in a grade, the more diverse
it is. Because our grade is so
large, I feel we can make great
contributions to the existing
clubs. For example, the first
Habitat for Humanity meet-

ing was filled with freshmen.
When thinking about our
grade now, I wonder what it will
be like when we are seniors. Will
our size be a benefit because we
have so many people interested
in a wide variety of clubs, sports,
and classes? Will the size of our
grade make things like getting
the lead in a play, making varsity
and even getting senior internships more difficult? I believe
that both are likely to be true.
After our class graduates, a
new decade will begin. Will our
class have made a difference at
Park? Will it have helped shape
Park in a positive way for the
next decade of students? I hope
and believe that the answer to
these questions is yes. And I think
ultimately our size will help us.

them while they were waiting
–either by bringing in cards,
reading them books (which they
didn’t really understand – they
just loved having people read
to them), playing hand games
(they LOVED thumb war), or
taking them outside to play on
the playground next to the clinic.
We could usually communicate with them to some
extent because they learned
English in school starting at a
very young age. The kids were
adorable and amazingly wellbehaved when it came to sitting
virtually still for eight hours.
I spent the next two weeks
working at an HIV/AIDS orphanage and hospice called
Sparrows, an organization
we heard about while working at Coronation. The actual
community looked a little bit
like Tatooine from Star Wars;
the buildings were small pink
domes, joined in little clusters
that served as homes for the kids.
The orphanage was home

and a half to learn all of their
names, and even then the sisters laughed at my horrible
pronunciations – but hey,
with names like Kghatatso,
Phillisiwe, and Thabisiso, it
was hard not to butcher them.
Because most of the children
were very underdeveloped in
both their physical size and
skills, I also helped some of the
older kids with their homework
and played soccer with them.
Overall it was a lot of fun
and very interesting, and
the staff and other volunteers--college students from
Germany and the US--were great.
We spent the remaining two
weeks going on Safari in Kruger
National Park and visiting Swaziland and Cape Town. Aside from
cheetahs, we saw the majority of
the big animals, of which my personal favorite was the warthog.
If you are interested in spending a summer or several weeks at
Sparrows, I can put you in touch
with the volunteer coordinator.
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Reviews
The Hero and the Maiden: two books by Laura Schlitz
by Peter Sicher ’07
“On the morning of
the best day of her life,
Maud Flynn was locked in
the outhouse singing,‘The
Battle Hymn of the Republic.’” That’s how
Park School Librarian
Laura Schlitz introduces
the young heroine in her
new novel, The Drowned
Maiden’s Hair. Elevenyear-old Maud lives in
the Barbary Asylum for
Female Orphans where
she is constantly butting
heads with her teachers.
But on “the best day of
her life,” things change for
Maud. The Hawthorne sisters, Judith and Hyacinth,
come to the orphanage
looking for a little girl to
take home with them, and
surprisingly they choose
Maud. But when Maud
goes home with the sisters
to begin what she thinks
will be a wonderful new
life, the sisters oddly order her to remain a secret.
None of the neighbors
may know she exists. To
tell you why she has to

courtesy Candlewick Press

remain secret would ruin
the story; you will simply
have to read the book.
In Maud, Laura Schlitz
has created a charming

young heroine who will
certainly please fans of
Hermione Granger from
the Harry Potter series.
Not only is Maud delight-

ful, but so is her story.
The writing is excellent,
the characters are welldeveloped, and the plot
is exciting and intrigu-

ing. I would recommend
this book to anyone who
is a kid or a kid at heart.
Laura Schlitz also has
written a book that tells

Schlitz will be reading from
her book Sunday, at 1 p.m.
during The Baltimore Book
Festival, 600 N. Charles St.

Invincible: a
Philly twist on a
proven formula

Gnarls Barkley
covers hip-hop,
soul, and rap

by Mike Leffer ’10
by Peter Treadway ‘07
The year 2006 has seen a number of interesting, innovative and creative new releases in the
music scene, including Audioslave’s Revelations, Tool’s 10,000 Days and The Roots’ Game
Theory, among many others. But one album
marks the rise of a new artist who has taken
hip-hop, soul and rock fans by storm. Gnarls
Barkley’s St. Elsewhere, released in early summer, has become a smash hit that pop music fans
and those with more eclectic tastes can enjoy.
But just who is Gnarls Barkley? The answer
isn’t exactly simple; Gnarls Barkley is a fictional character created by DJ and producer Danger
Mouse (born Brian Burton, who produced such
albums as Gorillaz’ Demon Days and Danger
Doom’s The Mouse and the Mask) and singer
Cee-Lo Green (born Thomas Calloway, formerly of the Goodie Mob). That’s right, Gnarls
Barkley is not an actual person, a persona.
Using this character, Danger Mouse and CeeLo wrote the smash hit “Crazy,” which became
the first single ever to attain the No. 1. spot on UK
music charts entirely through online downloads.
This album has something for almost everyone, ranging from the Motown soul of “Smiley

the story of Heinrich
Schliemann, the man who
discovered the ruins of
Troy. Schliemann is a fascinating figure. Not only did
he find Troy’s ruins, in an
age when scholars thought
that Homer’s Iliad had no
truth to it, but he raised
public interest in archeology as well. Despite this,
Schliemann was far from
perfect. His archeological techniques seriously
damaged the ruins of Troy,
and he was given to lying.
Schlitz gives a fair
and balanced look at
Schliemann; she condemns
his faults and extols his virtues. The Hero Schliemann
is well-written and informative, and Robert Byrd’s
illustrations are wonderful. I would recommend
this book to any children
who are interested in history or to parents who are
looking for a good book
to read to their children.

Faces,” the funky riffs of “Crazy,” and the
spy-movie tunes of “Gone Daddy Gone” (originally by the Violent Femmes), to the more hip
hop-style beats in “Feng Shui.” All masterfully
written and produced, St. Elsewhere is the kind
of collaboration that happens once a decade.
Danger Mouse’s liking for retro and
old-school samples complements he powerful and soulful voice, whether Green is
delivering his trademark croon or doing
something completely new and different.
The album’s lyrical content seems strangely
centered around mental illness, instability,
paranoia and the like. Ranging from the introspective “Just a Thought” to the self-parodying
“Who Cares?” it’s the troubles of the human
brain that St. Elsewhere focuses on. Somewhat disconcertingly, Danger Mouse and
Cee-Lo seem to have successfully dug into
the Gnarls Barkley character by giving him
real problems. As fictional as Gnarls Barkley
might be, it’s easy to imagine that the real
man himself might be out there somewhere.

Crazed Philadelphia Eagles
fans, football and the ever popular
“zero to hero” approach: What
more could you ask for? Invincible, which takes place in south
Philadelphia in the 1970s, is about
a 30-year-old bartender and substitute teacher Vince Papale (Mark
Wahlberg). Vince is an “average
Joe” with a pretty normal life, but
recently he has been down on his
luck. Vince relieves his stress by
playing football with his friends,
and to him it’s just fun until he
hears some life-changing news.
The newly announced coach of
the Eagles, Dick Vermeil (Greg
Kinnear), decides to hold open
tryouts for the team. Anybody
can try out, and Vince’s buddies push him into entering. He
comes to the tryouts as one of
the smallest players and is made
fun of on the field all day long.
But against all odds, he makes
the team. This is when the movie
really begins and when Vince realizes that he could make history.

Although the story is compelling and inspiring, it mimics the
other major “zero to hero” sports
stories that have been done so
many times before: Rocky, Remember the Titans, Glory Road,
The Replacements. However,
this movie is still very enjoyable
because it is a true story and the
emotions are so real and believable.
The movie does a good job
of describing 1970’s Philadelphia and uses the sadness and
depression of Vince’s mediocre
lifestyle to its advantage to make
the audience empathetic with the
city’s plight of poverty and bad
football. Anyone would enjoy this
movie because of its intense emotion and positive outlook on life.
Even if you aren’t a football
fan, Invincible has an important
moral: You can achieve anything
you want in life as long as you
have enough heart and put all your
strength and effort into achieving
that goal. Heart and dedication
are what make Invincible such a
great film, rather than special effects, big budgets or A-list actors.
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Sports
Talented underclassmen make Varsity
by Alexis Green ’07
Wi t h o n l y t w o
starting seniors, captains Dan Ryugo and
Joe Press, this year’s
Boys Varsity Soccer
team is young and
fairly inexperienced.
Having lost 10 seniors
from last year, five
of whom were starters, the majority of
the Bruins are now
from the junior and
sophomore classes.
Three freshmen made
the cut following a
rigorous preseason in
August: Nick Ryugo,
Andrew Duberg and
goalie John Hettleman. Hettleman is the
first freshman starting goalkeeper the
Bruins have had on
Varsity in 32 years.
With the exception
of three players, ev-

eryone on this year’s
team is either new to
the varsity level or
playing a new position. Rex Gelb ’08 is
now playing forward,
a huge difference from
his position as a defenseman last year.
Press, who played
outside midfield last
year, is now playing
sweeper, the last man
on defense protecting Hettleman, who
is facing an intense,
challenging role as a
varsity soccer goalie.
“Ideally, we didn’t
want to put a freshman into the goal,”
said Coach Lucky
Mallonee ’62. “The
position of goalie is
extremely stressful
and has a lot of pressure.” Although this
stress will be combined with Hettleman’s

lack of experience
on a varsity team,
Mallonee has strong
faith in his abilities.
The Bruins started the fall with four
preseason games.
They lost 2-1 to A
Conference opponents John Carroll,
4-0 to St. Paul’s, and
2-0 to Gilman, before winning against
C Conference Baltimore Lutheran, 3-0.
The season began September 8
with a strong game
against Boys’ Latin.
Mallonee, while disappointed with the
1-0 loss, believed that
the boys played hard
and well. “I anticipate that the team will
most likely struggle
before things fall into
place,” he said. In
the rescheduled game

against Key School,
the Bruins dominated
throughout, and won,
3-0, with goals from
Noam Yaffe ’09, Colin
Smith ’08 and Nick

Ryugo ’10. On September 13 the Bruins
hosted Friends School,
and despite playing
well and dominating large portions of

the game, they only
managed a 1-1 tie.
This year’s team
is bursting with talent
and promise, and we
should see this grow

in upcoming games,
including a five-game
home stand starting at
the end of September.

by D. Rosenthal ’08
J. Searson ’08 clears the ball upfield in the September 13 game aginst Friends School.

Young Boys JV team ranks third in MIAA-B II
by Regina McKinney ’10
and Ben Goldstein ’08
As the JV soccer team
opened up its season,
many players took the
field for their first game
in a high school uniform.
The team is made up of
mostly freshmen and
only three sophomores.
With coach Chad Joseph running the show,
the team has focused

on conditioning, which
they hope will pay off
late in games and toward
the end of the season.
The Bruins are off to a
rough start (1-3-2) but are
in third place in the MIAA
B Conference Division II.
Though the Bruins lost two
of their first three games,
they aren’t far behind the
division leaders. Their
second loss came at the

hands of Boys’ Latin, a 1-0
heartbreaker September 8.
Captain Nathan Jones
’09 thinks this team has
the potential to be quite
good: “We’ve got a lot of
work to do, but once we
get there, we can definitely
compete in this league.”
The Bruins are facing a few obstacles going
into this season, but Jones
is optimistic. “The team

has never really played at
this level before, but with
each practice, we’re improving,” he said. Joseph
hopes that a pervasive
optimistic attitude will
help the team succeed.
With captains Jones,
Everett Rosenfeld ’09
and Chris Benn ’09 at
the helm, the Bruins have
by A. Patel ’08
the potential to exceed JV Captain C. Benn ’09 bypasses a St. Paul’s
opponent.
expectations this season.

X Country kicks off good season
by Sam Cornblath ’10

Paul Hulleberg and John
Kessinger are ecstatic about the
potential of this year’s Boys
Cross Country team. In fact, according to the two coaches, “This
year’s team may be the best
team we have ever had.” Park’s
largest Cross Country team in
recent years is one of nine teams
in the MIAA A conference.
Led by seniors Anders Hulleberg and Jesse Naiman, the team’s
top five runners also include
sophomores Lucas Hulleberg,
Peter Merritt and Ethan Haswell.
Although both coaches agree
that “long-distance runners are
made, not born,” Park’s No. 1
runner, Anders Hulleberg embodies both. As featured in The
Baltimore Sun August 30, he
“is looking to improve on a big
junior season in which he took
fourth place in the MIAA A con-

ference championship race and
sixth in the large schools division
at the state private school meet.”
The season started off Thursday, September 7, with a race
against Archbishop Curley and
Mt. St. Joe. Although the Bruins
finished last, the race had some
bright spots. Anders Hulleberg
placed second overall while
Naiman placed ninth overall,
good showings for both runners.
On September 12, the team
raced only John Carroll; Loyola
failed to show up. The Bruins
ran a strong race, with Hulleberg winning by a large margin.
Park beat the visiting Patriots,
but due to Loyola’s absence, the
race did not count in the standings.Nevertheless, it was still
an encouraging sign for the rest
of the season as the team looks
to capitalize on their potential.

by D. Rosenthal ’08
Boys Cross Country continues to expand. (left to right) B. Starr ’07, P. Merritt ’09, E. Haswell
’09, S. Shuldiner ’09, A. Hulleberg ’07, J. Rosse ’09, B. Brewster ‘10, I. Long ’07, S. Althauser
’07, P. Ellwanger ’08, Coach Paul Hulleberg, P. Treadway ’08, R. Sandler ’09, K. Long ’10, J.
Naiman ’07, L. Hulleberg ’09.
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Varsity Field Hockey high on talent
by Jeremy Scharf ’07
Losing three key starting
seniors may sound like quite a
problem, but it hasn’t fazed this
year’s squad. The team starts
nine seniors, all of whom have
high expectations for the season, including three third-year
starters, Liz Gauvey-Kern ’07
at center mid, Helen Ryan ‘07
at center back and Carrie Young
‘07 in goal. “We are hoping to
pull together with all our experience and make this our best
season yet,” said Captain Julia
Schwartz `07. So far, the team
has proved itself strong in its
preseason tournament as well
its two games so far this season.
Despite not acheiving their
goal of winning the championship over the last few years, the
girls feel confident that they
can win this year’s title. “I
don’t think I’ve ever played on
a team with this much chemistry. We have a lot fun at
every practice, and I think it
translates to our work on the
field,” said Carly Attman ‘07.

In its first two games, the
team has definitely showed
promise, even though the Bruins
lost to rival Friends, 1-0. The
season opener was an tough loss
for the Lady Bruins, as Friends
beat them in the championship
two years ago, and just last year
the Quakers knocked them out
early in the playoffs. The Bruins also had possession of the
ball for most of the game. “We
completely dominated between
the 25s but had some trouble
in both circles,” said Young.
F o r t u n a t e l y, c a p t a i n s
Schwartz, Young, Gauvey-Kern,
and Ryan were able to lead their
team in practices and in their
strong 3-0 win against Seton
Keough. The Bruins dominated
the entire game; forwards Allie
Stein ’07 and Madison Elliott
’07 each scored goals. Stein
feels great about her highly
talented team. “This year’s team
is strong and has an amazing
chemistry. We support each
other and flow together. We
all want it and we have a great
season to look forward to.”

Girls Soccer relies on
experience over depth
by Aaron Brant ’08
Park Girls Varsity Soccer
returns to play this fall with a
familiar roster, a new coach and
high hopes. Jeff Jennings, an
Upper School science teacher,
has taken over the reins as head
coach for the team. He coached
the eighth-grade boys soccer
team last fall, and is looking
forward to a new experience
with this team. Jennings says
he’s expecting a “hard-fought,
aggressive and fun season, playing good soccer and having a
blast,” though he acknowledges
that the team will face its share
of challenges along the way.
For one thing, the soccer
program does not posses the
numbers that it had hoped for.
With only 17 players on Varsity,
depth will definitely be an issue. Jennings also says the girls
need to “work on their game

in the air and their ability to
play an aggressive, full-contact
game.” Because this is his first
year, Jennings is still unsure
of what most of their competition will be like, but after the
girls tied their conference rival,
Maryvale, 1-1 September 8,
both he and the team have a
good sense of where they are.
The Bruins stuck it out to the
end and played their hearts out.
It will take the same kind
of effort if the team is looking
to get past last year’s loss in
the conference semi finals to
Severn. Advancing past the semi
finals is one of the team’s major
goals, a goal players adamantly
believe they can accomplish.
“We have a really strong group,
and I think that this is our year,”
said midfielder Gabby Lessans
’08. Forward Jane Eisner ’08 is
ready to help push the Bruins
toward a championship season.
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by A. Patel ’08
E. Rorison ’08 attempts to dribble past two defenders during a 0-0 tie against Glenelg.

Energetic freshmen provide
spark for JV Field Hockey
by Alex Katz ’10
The Girls Junior Varsity Field
Hockey team kicked off its
season at home September 8
against Friends School. Friends
had already had two scrimmages earlier in the season,
while the Bruins had yet to play.
Park showed no signs of
nervousness in its first game,
eliminating the Friends offense. The Quakers did not
take a shot on goal for the entire game, and the Bruins beat
Friends, 2-0. Juniors Rebecca Knowles, Erin Shafer and
sophomore Lindsay Shiff are
returning from last year’s team.
Park beat Seton Keough,
6-0, with another strong defensive showing and a more
potent offense. Part-time goalie
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Shafer needed only one save
to keep the shutout intact.
Both Shiff and Shafer are going to split time in the goal.
“I expect a great season.
We’re starting out really well
and hopefully we’ll just get better. There’s definitely going to
be plenty of goals, and we’re a
very spirited group of girls,” said
midfielder Alexis Feldman ’10.
Other prospects include freshmen Julia Meyerhoff, Emily
Breiter, and Maria Schwartz. Later in the season, Park will have

to face difficult opponents, such
as Glenelg Country School, The
John Carroll School, McDonogh
and Maryvale Prep, which Park
has struggled with in the past.
Coach Robin Cardin-Lowe,
who is entering her tenth season
coaching the Junior Varsity, isn’t
fazed. “We’re a much deeper
team than we’ve been in the
past. The freshmen bring an energy and enthusiasm to the team,
but also come with the discipline
of sophomores. It should be a
fun and competitive season.”

Girls Tennis sees
playoff possibilities
by Harrison Macks ’10
There are strong hopes for the Girls Varsity Tennis team this
year. One of the benefits of the large freshman class is that there are
some great new players who will help the team now and in years
to come. Some of the stars for this year’s tennis team include Jillian Gordon, a phenomenal sophomore singles player, and Sydney
Booker, a junior Coach Betty Medalie mentioned as a top player.
“I think our team looks really good this year,” said Maddie Macks
’08. “We have a shot in the playoffs. Plus, with the addition of
several underclassmen, there is potential for the team in the future.”
Although there is some stiff competition for the Bruins tennis team, such as Glenelg Country School and Friends, Medalie
hopes “to finish at the top of the division, despite the competition.” Medalie also praised Captain Jill Goldfarb: “There is great
leadership, and the team helps each other to play well.” The
Bruins’ big matches are still ahead of them, so there is still plenty
of time for the team to mature and develop before the playoffs.

