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THE POSTSCRIPT
School day 
to increase 
by 15 to 60 
minutes 

Postscript covers Donald Trump’s Baltimore visit
Firsthand Feature

by BENNETT DEMSKY ’18 
and JACK SHEEHY ’17

The circus came to Baltimore 
on Monday, September 12, with its 
ringmaster, Donald Trump. To better 
understand who Trump is and what he 
represents, we went to see him speak.

The Republican Presidential 

nominee addressed the 138th Na-
tional Guard Association of the 
United States General Conference 
(NGAUS) at the Baltimore Conven-
tion Center.  NGAUS is “the nation’s 
oldest military association lobbying 
solely for [its] benefit,” according to 
its website.  Its annual conference is 
only for National Guard members 

from every state and U.S. territory.  
We requested and received press cre-
dentials to cover the speech for The 
Postscript.

 We were the only people in the 
room, between the guardsmen and re-
porters, who were under the age of 18 
—but we were treated like real press.  
The CNN people didn’t talk to the 
ABC people, and nobody spoke to us.

The main attraction arrived on 
time.  It’s hard to imagine how phys-
ically unimpressive Donald Trump 
actually is while watching him on 
television.  He’s tall, but slouches, 
and his shuffling gait certainly does 
not give the impression of a president.  
He walked on stage to thunderous ap-
plause from an audience that had just 
cheered Congresswoman Tulsi Gab-
bard, a progressive Democrat from 
Hawaii. 

Trump’s speech was tame—at 
least by his standards. For the first 
10 minutes, the Republican Presiden-
tial nominee read what was almost a 
normal campaign speech off of his 
teleprompter.  He spoke about the 
importance of the National Guard 
and his utmost respect for it, and he 
promised that he would be a “true and 
loyal” friend to the Guard.  “Whether 
you vote for me, or whether you vote 
for someone else, I will be your great-

est champion,” Trump said.
But then, he moved off script, 

and it was obvious.  The topic of his 
speech became Hillary Clinton, who 
he criticized for smearing half of his 
supporters as “deplorables.”  Speak-
ing as if Clinton had personally in-
sulted the Guard, Trump described 
her comments as “vicious” and “de-
monizing.”  He criticized Clinton’s 
military and economic policies, and 
ended with more praise of the Na-
tional Guard, which he called the 
“first and the last line of defense for 
our people.”

Standing in that convention hall, 
we found it difficult to understand 
Trump’s appeal. Yes, he is a talented 
speaker, and his speaking pattern 
seemed less strange in person, but the 
content of his speech was lacking, in 
both quality and quantity. 

When we left the convention cen-
ter, our perspective became clearer.  
On the street corners outside, we 
witnessed a confrontation between 
Clinton and Trump supporters. In the 
crowds, we were able to speak with 
supporters of  Trump. Our opinions of 
the Republican Presidential nominee 
were unchanged, but we now have a 
better understanding of his appeal. 

by JACK SHEEHY ’17

Local police shooting prompts lockdown
“This is not a drill.” These five 

words, barely heard over the school’s 
intercom system, alerted students and 
faculty on Friday, September 23 to a 
nearby police emergency.  The un-
explained incident prompted a lock-
down, and confusion. 

The call from Baltimore County 
Police that prompted the lockdown 
came in at approximately 1:30 p.m. 
to Director of Security Donald Brad-
shaw. 

“There was some indication that 
shots had been fired, but we didn’t 
know what that was about,” Head 
of School Dan Paradis said. “Donny 
Bradshaw alerted me and recom-
mended that we go into a high alert 
mode. We also sometimes call this a 
modified lockdown mode, one of our 
three main security protocols.”

“A modified lockdown status is 
when something is going on in the 
community or surrounding area that 
would require, for safety reasons, to 
move activities indoors,” Bradshaw 
said. 

Prior to the shooting, around 
1:00 p.m., two men, Oddis Bernard 
Colvin, Jr. and Eugene Stratton, al-
legedly robbed a Wells Fargo Bank 
in Pikesville. Twenty minutes later, 
Colvin was fatally shot by a police 
officer while driving at the Falls and 
Old Court Roads intersection. Strat-
ton, who was wanted by the FBI, was 
taken into custody. 

by MOLLIE EISNER ’17

Head of School Dan Paradis an-
nounced to faculty Sept. 22 that the 
school day will be lengthened begin-
ning next year. 

The amount of time to be added 
and how it will be used are yet to be 
determined, but Paradis cited specific 
programmatic reasons prompting the 
decision. 

“We are adding more instrumental 
music in the Middle School, we are 
dedicating more time to science in-
struction in Lower School, and there 
have been conversations across all 
three divisions about getting students 
off-campus for various service learn-
ing and experiential learning activi-
ties,” Paradis said.

With important decisions yet to 
be made, Paradis has formed a task 
force comprising administrators and 
faculty from all three divisions.  He 
would not speculate about how much 
time is likely to be added, but in his 
email to faculty he mentioned 15, 30, 
45, and 60 minutes as options. 

“You add 15 minutes on a daily 
basis, and that’s an hour and a quarter 
a week,” he said. “All of a sudden 
that’s real instructional time. So it 
might be that a relatively small daily 
change would still create some sig-
nificant benefit.”

Upper School Student Council 
President Bunmi Osias ’17 sug-
gested that 30 minutes would be a 
“reasonable” addition, which could 
run from 8:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. Osias 
and US Principal Nancy Dickson, a 
member of the task force, both said 
that having office hours for teachers 
is a possibility. 

Dickson added that the way ex-
tra time is used next year may not 
be permanent and that all decisions 
in the Upper School will be made by 
its faculty.

“It could be that next year the 
changes are minimal,” she said, “but 
we have longer term plans for assess-
ing the schedule.”

Some members of the community, 
especially Upper School faculty, have 
expressed concern. French teacher 
and Modern Language Department 
chair Jenny Sorel volunteered to 
serve on the committee because she’s 
against lengthening the school day.

“I think it’s important to have 
voices of opposition on [the task 
force] to make sure that the other 
point of view is heard, about why 
maybe it’s not in our best interest to 
extend the school day even with the 
understanding that it’s happening,” 
she said.

Osias also expressed hesitation. 
“It seems good in theory, but then 
there’s the whole issue of when does 
it happen, and what are we doing dur-
ing this extra amount of time,” she 
said. See Trump, p. 5

The goal of a modified lockdown 
is to move everyone inside and lock 
all of the doors. To communicate with 
students and faculty, “we sent an alert 
out through the intercom systems and 
the radio,” Paradis said. “Then we 

swept the building to alert people in-
person.” 

“Employees were very calm and 
showed strong leadership for the stu-
dents,” Bradshaw said. 

“Because the Lower School has 

practiced lockdowns… [students] un-
derstood what to do and could do it in 
a calm and orderly manner. In some 
classrooms, students read quietly. In 
others, teachers tuned to their radios 

Lloyd Fox/Baltimore Sun

Republican Presidential nominee Donald Trump spoke at a 
conference in Baltimore Sept. 12.  Postscript reporters at-
tended the event.

photo by B. Demsky ’18

See Lockdown, p. 5

Following the Sept. 23 apprehension of two alleged bank robbers, one of whom was shot and 
killed at Old Court and Falls, County police alerted the school to go on lockdown.
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The Postscript is a wholly extracurricular publication of the upper school committed to 
publishing truthful, objective, and high-quality content that informs the broader community. Our 
purpose is to hold the school and the administration accountable, and if we make an error, we 
ask you to hold us accountable, too. We encourage all members of the community to contribute 
to the paper by writing letters to the editor.

I have been a student at Park since the first 
year of kindergarten. during my time here, i 
have heard many conversations about diver-
sity, inequality, and injustice. When i entered 
the upper school, the discussions shifted and 
focused on the role of diversity within our 
community. as i grew more aware of lgbt is-
sues, i began to notice that these conversations 
did not address transgender students at park. 

last year, two other members of the pride 
club and i did an assembly to teach the upper 
school more about what being transgender 
meant. We suggested a few things that the 
community could do to make itself a safer 
place, and at the end of the summer, luke 
pound sent an email to students and faculty 
with a few specific suggestions about what 
could be done this year.

 two of these suggestions focused on pro-
nouns: giving students the chance to share their 
pronouns along with their names on the first 
day of school, and reminding us to use the cor-
rect pronouns when referring to one another.

the pronouns that someone uses when they 
are talking about a transgender person are very 
important. When you refer to someone with 
their preferred pronouns, it shows that person 
that you accept them as their gender. While 
it may not seem significant to someone who 
identifies as cisgender (identifying with the 
gender which they were assigned at birth), the 

pronouns you choose to use for someone tell 
them the way you see them.

the important thing to understand about 
misgendering is that the situation you might 
witness is never an isolated incident. if you 
aren’t paying attention, you probably won’t 
notice the frequency with which someone re-
fers to you by gendered pronouns or terms, 
but if you take the time to listen to how you 
are spoken to and about, the gendered words 
start to add up. 

for people who are comfortable with the 
words that go along with the gender they 
were designated at birth, this isn’t likely to be 
a problem, but when you don’t identify with 
the gender that those words are partnered with, 
it can be huge. they are reminders that the per-
son who is speaking does not see you as your 
gender, which can feel incredibly invalidating.

if someone requests that a different name 
or a different set of pronouns be used for them, 
it is incredibly important that you make the ef-
fort to do so. by giving you this information, 
they are trusting you to respect them and to 
keep them safe.

the park school philosophy states that, 
“it is the objective of the school to be a place 
where each person is respected and valued…” 
if we as a community want to make park a 
space where all of its students feel as if they 
can safely be themselves, using everyone’s 
preferred pronouns and names is an important 
step.

 by REBECCA DETLING-EDSALL ’17

Pay attention to pronouns
cartoon by Josie Renkwitz ’18

While i too strongly endorse hillary 
clinton for president, i take excep-

tion to some of the commentary above—both 
in tone and content. to me, it speaks only to 
those who are already ardent fans and does not 
try to make a convincing and respectful case for 
those who are unhappy with their choices this 
year—in particular the many millennials who 
passionately supported bernie sanders.

i ,too, feel that clinton’s resume well quali-
fies her to be a capable president. I do not agree 
that her flaws are all small (the issue of the pri-
vate server is a serious one, and she has changed 

her mind on issues if it is in her political inter-
est). and while i do agree with clinton’s per-
spectives in general, i want to acknowledge 
that there are many people (perhaps not in the 
park community, but in the country) who le-
gitimately do not.

for this group, the argument against trump 
is the strongest one. as noted above, trump’s 

lack of foundational principles and the likeli-
hood that he will treat the presidency as his 
own reality tv show disqualify him from the 
position.

voting matters. participating matters. there 
is no shame in voting against evil, even if your 
vote is less than passionate.

—t.k.

after careful thought and consideration, 
The Postscript has decided to endorse 

hillary clinton for president.
We have chosen clinton for many reasons. 

first and foremost, she is an experienced leader 
who has consistently demonstrated a devotion 
to public service. president barack Obama, a 
one-time political rival who worked closely 
with her for many years, said it best: “i can say 
with confidence there has never been a man or 
a woman more qualified than Hillary Clinton 
to serve as president of the united states of 
america.”

she has championed healthcare issues 
throughout her career and has been a powerful 
advocate for women’s reproductive rights. as 
a united states senator from new York, she 
fought for legislation to help first responders 
and their families after the september 11 at-
tacks in 2001. during her tenure as secretary 
of state, she became a well-respected diplomat 
who, among other things, laid the groundwork 
for the iran nuclear agreement and helped to 
advance the rights of women and other mar-
ginalized groups around the world. that is just 
a small part of the list of hillary clinton’s ac-
complishments.

she is powerful, poised, and precise. she is 
hard-working, well respected, and, as her hus-
band, former president bill clinton, highlighted 
in his speech at the democratic national con-
vention, hillary clinton does not quit. 

she has been criticized unfairly in this elec-
tion about things ranging from seeming “cold” 
to health disclosures, largely as a result of im-
plicit gender bias. it is dangerous that the few 
mistakes clinton has made have often been 
equated with donald trump’s corrupt business 
dealings and hateful rhetoric. it is unbelievable 

that, in the face of trump’s bigotry and hostile 
temperament—both traits that make him en-
tirely unfit to serve as President of the United 
states—many people are more concerned that 
clinton is dishonest or unlikable. 

as high-school students, we do not want to 
head out into a world in which donald trump 
is president of the united states. his intoler-
ance not only puts our national security at seri-
ous risk, but it also harms the culture of our 
country. We need to treat everyone civilly and 
value different perspectives—that is the only 
way we can tackle issues of racial and economic 
inequality and progress further into the twenty-
first century.

We believe that hillary clinton is, without 
a doubt, the best candidate. this election has 
proved to be yet another hurdle hillary must 
get over as a female politician. throughout her 
entire life, the odds have been against her, but 
she has persevered. We hope that she will be 
able to, once again, persevere and make it back 
to pennsylvania avenue—this time on her own 
terms. 

Two endorsements for Hillary Clinton
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Profiling incident highlighted 
importance of new security hire

by MOLLIE EISNER ’17

after two students of color were challenged 
by a member of the school’s security team last 
spring, the job of hiring a new security chief 
required greater scrutiny.  at the end of the 
process, the committee recommended the best 
candidate. 

“i was fortunate enough to land it,” donald 
bradshaw, the new director of security, said 
about the job opening. bradshaw, who spent 
four years in the army as a k-9 medic and 21 
years in the baltimore city police department, 
11 of which he spent in homicide, was drawn to 
park because of its history, and because he loves 
working with children. “i thought, ‘hey, that 
looks like a lot of fun,’” he said. “i really like 
interacting with kids. i used to coach baseball, 
softball, and soccer.” 

bradshaw was hired following the may 10 
incident when a member of the security team 
breached protocol by questioning two students 
of color after school, asking for their student 
identification cards. At the time, there had been 
no permanent security head since december 
2015. Joan Webber, director of finance and 
Operations, explained that the confrontation 
influenced the hiring process. “The incident 
made us ask certain questions and look for the 
right fit,” Webber said. 

“in the interview process, we talked about 
what happened last spring. We talked about 
establishing common protocols that all of our 
security officers should follow,” Head of School 
dan paradis said.

Webber asked candidates how they would 
handle different scenarios around the school. “i 
did use this particular situation as an example,” 
Webber said. “his [bradshaw’s] answers were 
more appropriate as to what we would expect 
to happen here.” 

Webber also had individual meetings with 
existing members of the security staff. “i’ve 
talked to many members of the security staff 
to ask what they would have done,” she said. 
“each and every one of them supported the 
school’s position that the incident was not 
handled properly.”

bradshaw shared his thoughts about what 
happened in may. “honestly,” he said, “that 
time of day, i probably wouldn’t have even 
thought twice about it. this school is very ac-
tive. something occurring very early in the 
evening is not a red flag.”

“i’m keeping this Postscript,” Webber said, 
referring to the may 31 issue that contained the 
page one article, “security questions students 
after school.” “i’m giving a copy of this to don, 
and i’m keeping this one because i have to re-
mind myself every day of this. When i read 
chris’s [noakes] account, my heart just broke. 
for him to not feel safe here can’t happen, and 
shouldn’t happen again.”

“this didn’t just get swept under the rug,” 
Webber continued. “it’s too important.”

“i sat down with several different upper 
school students who were clearly impacted by 
the incident,” paradis said. “those conversa-
tions were really important. the students were 
helping me to understand, and challenging me, 
and pointed out the ways in which an incident 
can ripple, and can have consequences that are 
important to address. One of the questions that 
was raised was, ‘how much of that should have 
been made more public?’ i certainly was chal-
lenged to think about that.”

bradshaw has reached out to the students 
involved. “he is sorry about what happened, 
even though he wasn’t here,” chris noakes ’17 
said. “he wanted to meet with me, face-to-face, 
and just talk. it was powerful.” 

in fact, bradshaw plans to reach out to 

everyone. “My goal for the first six months 
is going to every classroom, trying to talk to 
everybody,” he said. “i also want to introduce 
myself—i want people to feel comfortable with 
me. i want people to get to the point where they 
walk down the hallway and say ‘hey, mr. don, 
how are you doing?’” 

“We encouraged don to really get to know 
people and to learn about us,” Webber said. 
“he’s learning, and he’s come off to be a quick 
study.” 

Paradis explained the difficulty of Brad-
shaw’s position. “it’s a hard balance,” he said. 
“let’s be welcoming, let’s assume the best, but 
let’s ensure that we have some basic safety and 
protocol in place.”

bradshaw will, for example, implement rou-
tine lockdown drills. “i think people need to 
be prepared,” he said. “the more you practice 

something, the more you’re aware of what to do, 
the better you react if it actually does happen.”

the lockdown drill will, likely, be different 
from the one that occurred last year. bradshaw 
explained that the method used last year was 
outdated. “unfortunately, a lot of schools are 
teaching people to congregate in a corner. that’s 
dangerous,” he said. 

What stood out about bradshaw, Webber 
said, is that “he is open-minded. he is someone 
who will listen.” 

bradshaw is going to keep the door to the 
security office open and encourages students 
and faculty to stop by and say hello. 

“it’s my understanding that a lot of the se-
curity directors haven’t lasted that long,” brad-
shaw said. “i plan to change that trend. i plan 
on being here a while.” 

photo by N. Blau ’18
New security chief Don Bradshaw was hired this summer following an ex-
tensive search for someone who could manage modern safety concerns in a 
school setting. Bradshaw spent 21 years working for Baltimore City’s police 
dept.

Admission posts record-breaking year with 32 new ninth graders

this year, in addition to 50 ris-
ing freshmen, 32 new ninth graders 
joined the upper school. “this is 
the largest group of [newly enrolled] 
freshmen that we have had at park,” 
director of admission ruthie kalvar 
said. 

although admissions plans every 
year for an infusion of new students in 
the ninth grade, the class of 2020 will 
have a record number of four-year 
students. this past year saw heavy in-
terest in park, which demanded work 
from both the admissions team and 
student hosts. 

“last year, there were a lot of 
prospective students and it felt like 
there were always people visiting,” 
admission ambassador Will tucker 
‘19 said. “it’s good to see that there’s 
so much [interest].”

“[We worked] with an exceptional 
group of freshman applicants, and we 
were fortunate that so many of them 
chose to join the park community,” 
kalvar said.

the record-breaking year for up-
per school comes in the wake of de-
creasing admission trends that hit the 
lower school especially hard.

in the november 2013 issue of 
The Postscript, baylor knobloch ’14 
wrote: “the great recession in 2008 

and its effects on economic growth 
and demographic trends have pushed 
enrollments down to levels not expe-
rienced for over two decades.” 

at that time, most lower school 
grades were down to three sections 
from the four that had been standard 
for over a decade. at this point, all 
grades are at three sections. 

“this past season was a really 
healthy admissions year,” noted low-
er school principal lisa sun. “We’ve 
decided that having three sections is a 
really sustainable model for us.”

interest has been high enough for 
some grades to move back to four 
sections. With four sections, how-
ever, the homeroom standard of 15-
16 students would drop, with smaller 
class sizes passing through a grade. 
staying at three sections means that 
classes can be properly filled and the 
faculty shuffling that has occurred 
in order to accommodate fluctuating 
class sizes can be eliminated. 

This year’s success in filling three 
sections per grade means that lower 
school is now at capacity for most 

grade levels.
“admissions is amazing about 

communicating with us whenever 
there are changes,” third grade 
teacher ellen hoitsma said. she noted 
that the current third grade class had 
been “super small” in first and second 
grades, but this year “we got a great 
influx of strong candidates and ended 
up with 15-16 per class.”

“the new students who have 
begun at park this year are a really 
strong group of kids,” lower school 
assistant principal silvia patterson 
said. “[there’s been] really great 
admissions work this year and all 
years.”

Although admission also fluctu-
ates in the middle and upper schools, 
it doesn’t appear to have been as dras-
tic or to have had the same effect as 
in the lower school. 

“the average size of my classes 
–the number of students i teach—
hasn’t changed much, but i’ve seen 
more classes that are either large or 
small,” upper school math teacher 
and admission committee member 
tony asdourian said.

“Over the years, i’ve seen [gradu-
ating] class sizes differ. it does have 
an impact on what grade levels i’ll 
teach [because of the distribution of 
students],” middle school spanish 
teacher di bobrow said. “it’s more 

by LEAH GENTH ’18 of a year by year thing, though—this 
year the eighth grade is larger but the 
sixth and seventh grades are both on 
the smaller end.”

divisions have had to accommo-
date trends in admission differently. 
“Once the economy shifted, families 
weren’t seeking independent schools 
as much,” kalvar said. “We saw more 
families at that time looking at low- 
or no-cost options.” 

some families start at public 
schools in order to save money, and 
then are more likely to opt for inde-
pendent schools at the break between 
lower and middle or middle and up-
per schools. 

“in sixth grade we get so many 
students which balances out small-
er grades coming from the lower 
school,” bobrow said. 

another reason is that even if 
smaller classes make their way into 
the middle and upper schools, few-
er sections doesn’t have to mean as 
much reworking of faculty positions, 
since teachers usually are working 
within a single discipline.

“it’s always an ongoing conver-
sation between admissions and me,” 
scheduler and physics teacher sean 
lally said. “mainly what i have to do 
is work with the existing framework 
and balance the section sizes.”

photo by N. Blau ’18

Freshmen (left to right) J. McKee, D. Partlow, N. LeBlanc, and 
B. Johnson gather informally for lunch in a classroom.
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A typical summer for kids at most 
high schools often includes copious 
amounts of requisite summer work. 
As Park students, we’re lucky that we 
never have to deal with dull pages of 
math, Spanish, and science work over 
the summer. 

All that is asked of us is to read a 
single book.

We are given the freedom to 
choose from a wide-ranging list of 
student sponsored books, and we are 
only required to participate in one 
book group discussion, which takes 
place in lieu of an assembly at the 
beginning of the year. 

We don’t have to write a book 
report and we are not tested to see 
if we actually did the reading. In the 
other words, our summer reading has 
no effect on our grades in any way. 

Despite the fact that summer read-
ing is a school “requirement,” the 
lack of accountability involved in the 
process results in many students feel-
ing little incentive to actually do their 
summer reading, and consequently, 
surprisingly few do. 

 Communal experience

“Summer reading is, in many 
ways, one of the best examples of our 
progressive approach and philosophy 
at the school,” English Department 
Chair Patti Porcarelli said. “It’s com-
munal, we make it together, students 
are in charge of it, and faculty mem-

bers are supporters and sponsors.” 
We are a school that prides itself 

on its invitational culture, and it’s 
a shame that so many students take 
advantage of the administration’s re-
laxed approach to summer work. 

As Park students, we are supposed 
to have a desire to learn, as well as 
to challenge our peers and ourselves. 
When students neglect their summer 
reading, it not only takes away from 
their learning, but also from that of 
the book group. 

“You could definitely tell who did 
and didn’t read the book, especially 
since we were in a small group to 
begin with,” Lexi Mantilla ’19 ex-
plained.

Diversity of opinions

Summer reading discussions take 
place in a laid-back setting in which 
students are able to discuss and de-
bate ideas about the book, but in order 
to be truly beneficial, they require the 
participation of the full group. Stu-
dents who don’t read the book are 
disregarding the fact that the point 
of summer reading is to come to-
gether as a community to discuss the 
book, and that a community greatly 
benefits from a diversity of opinions 
and ideas. 

The idea behind summer read-
ing isn’t to force boring text on us or 
even to make sure that we keep up our 
studying over the summer; it is sim-
ply to allow us to come together with 
students, who share similar reading 
interests, that we may never interact 

Come together and do your summer reading

cartoon by Tyrese Duncan-Moore ’18

with outside of our book groups.
“My question to students who 

don’t read is ‘Why not?’ Are you 
trying to get out of something that’s 
uncomfortable? When you don’t do 
your homework, what do you gain 
from that? When you don’t read a 
book in preparation for a discussion, 
what do you gain from that? You 
don’t. It’s a loss,” Porcarelli says.

Summer reading isn’t supposed 

to be a stressful experience; we’re 
allowed to read the book at our own 
pace, without being forced to get to 
chapters by certain dates, as is cus-
tomary when reading most books for 
school. 

It introduces us to various books 
so that we can find something that 
caters to our interests, and it allows 
us to share a piece of literature that 
we find interesting with the rest of the 

by  BENNETT DEMSKY ’18

by  MONTANA LOVE ’18

Homecoming is a Park School tra-
dition. Every year, the Student Gov-
ernment spends around a month and 
hundreds of dollars designing the fall 
dance. The event promotes athletics, 
school spirit, and a sense of commu-
nity as an Upper School. The money 
it raises funds student activities, do-
nut day, and more dances. 

It is also a Park School tradition 
that every year at homecoming, the 
Boys’ Varsity Soccer team comes to 
the dance an hour late. As loud music 
reverberates throughout the room, the 
team runs in—without shirts, sport-
ing costumes such as chef aprons or 
boxing shorts. 

With the exception of one or two 
rule-abiding soccer players, members 
of the Varsity team do not pay for 
their tickets, and instead opt to enter 
through the side door. For somewhere 
between five and 20 minutes, they 
dance half-naked, and then leave to 
go to after-parties. It is a tradition that 
is unnecessary and disrespectful.

It should be noted, first, that this 
tradition breaks a school rule. In the 
fall of 2013, Head of School Dan 
Paradis asked the members of the 

Boys’ Cross Country team to not run 
with their shirts off while on cam-
pus. The decision to implement the 
policy stemmed from an incident in 
which a girls’ athletic team was de-
nied permission to practice in sports 
bras. If girls can’t take their shirts off 
on campus, then boys shouldn’t be 
allowed to either. 

Yet, for some reason, the adminis-
tration doesn’t prevent 25 boys from 
showing up to an event with their 
shirts off, even though it’s in direct 
violation of school policy. What 
would the reaction be from faculty, 
parents, and the administration if the 
Girls’ Varsity Soccer team decided to 
come to homecoming without shirts?

But more importantly, the Boys’ 
Varsity Soccer team disrespects the 
student body and the Student Gov-
ernment on a perennial basis by not 
paying for their tickets.

“I’m not going to pay,” an anony-
mous member of the Boys’ Varsity 
Soccer team said.

There is a real problem here. Not 
paying for a ticket is an affront to 
those who work hard to plan a fun 
dance for the entire Upper School. 
Now, this is not to say that the Boys’ 
Varsity Soccer is out to ruin everyone 

else’s homecoming experience. The 
team is made up of thoughtful and 
respectful student-athletes who just 
want to have a good time. 

“What we do at homecoming is 
a great way to bond as a team. It’s 
something that we all come together 
to do, and we try to do it in the most 
respectful way possible,” said cap-
tain Jacob Hulit ‘17, the sole soccer 
player to pay for his ticket ahead of 
time last year. 

The team isn’t out to do anything 
bad whatsoever. “We have silly out-
fits and we come in late, but we’re 
trying to make homecoming fun for 
everyone,” said Xandi Egginton ’18. 
“I don’t think it’s disrespectful. It’s 
not about us saying that we’re going 
to take our shirts off and run around 
and disrupt everything.”

The trouble is, even without inten-
tion, the Boys’ Varsity Soccer team 
is, to steal Egginton’s words, running 
around disrupting everything. 

So this year, I have a simple re-
quest for the boys on Varsity Soccer: 
show respect for the people who 
organize and attend homecoming. 
Remember that you are not above 
the rules.

 Pay for your ticket, and put on a shirt. 
 
. 
 

Pay for your ticket and put on a shirt                                  

Upper School community. 
“I would not have read anything 

in the summer if it wasn’t for summer 
reading,” Harry Levine ’18 said. In 
a day and age, when—and let’s be 
honest here—many students don’t 
choose to read for pleasure, summer 
reading is a pleasant way to get to 
enjoy a book for the sake of reading. 
As Park students, we should actually 
read our books.

cartoon by Henry Kouwenhoven ’18

A message to Boys’ Varsity Soccer: 
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Sitting in Howard Berkowitz’s Writing 
about Politics course, Camille Bosshard ’17 
exhibited no apprehension while carefully de-
scribing the intricacies of Switzerland’s politi-
cal system to a group of wide-eyed sophomores. 

With the addition of brand new faculty, 
teachers, and administrators, Park also wel-
comes an influx of new students. Three of these 
newcomers help bring an important facet of 
diversity to the community: they are students 
with international backgrounds.

 Bosshard, an exchange student from the city 
of Winterthur, Switzerland, is experiencing an 
American lifestyle and education for the first 
time. “My father always told me [to become 
an exchange student] because you never learn 
languages [in the same way] and it is easier 
when you are young,” she said.

Bosshard is participating in a program with 
AFS, American Field Service, an organization 
that matches students who wish to study abroad 
with community members who wish to host. 
Liz Hirsch, Co-director of College Counselling 
and Upper School English teacher, is currently 
hosting Bosshard. 

Bosshard brings different experiences into 
the classroom than a typical Park student. In 
Switzerland, she adopted the common Swiss 
practice of having an apprenticeship in high 
school, where she attended school for two days 
and worked in the office of a textile company 
for the remaining three days of the school week. 
Bosshard specialized in marketing with interna-
tional companies, having worked closely with 
customers from China, Thailand, and other ar-
eas of Asia. 

At Bosshard’s former school, students stayed 
in the same group for each subject, which makes 
Park’s practice of having a different grouping of 
students in each class a shock. Another surprise 

was the length of each school day. In Winter-
thur, school started at 7:40 a.m. and lasted until 
5:50 p.m. 

The biggest shock she felt was the attitude 
students had towards teachers: “Students [at 
Park] are friends with teachers. This is unusual 
because [in Switzerland] when I talk to teachers 
it is usually about the homework… I never talk 
to them about how their weekend was. It wasn’t 
a relationship. It was [the teacher’s] teaching.” 

This fall the Upper School also welcomed 
two students with strong international roots. 
The parents of Petra Budavari ’20 immigrated 
to the U.S. less than 20 years ago, and the fam-

ily annually returns to their home in Agárd, 
Hungary, near Petra’s maternal grandparents, 
every summer for two months. Hungarian is 
Budavari’s first language—she learned English 
in kindergarten. 

Before becoming a Park student, Buda-
vari attended the Baltimore Public Montessori 
school. “Park was a lot more like Montessori 
[than my other school options] and I felt more 
comfortable,” she said. “I really like the teach-
ers and how they teach and the whole school 
philosophy… there is a lot of freedom and 
teachers will give you that freedom because 
they expect you to do well.” 

International students bring fresh perspectives
by RACHEL MILLER ’19

M. Ebadi ’20, and P. Budavari ’20 are new this year and bring with them unique 
perspectives. Ebadi grew up in Kabul Afghanistan, and has lived in Baltimore for 
two years. Bosshard grew up in northern Switzerland. 

photo by B. Demsky ’18

Anti-Trump protestors confront Trump supporters outside the 
Baltimore Convention Center September 12.

Trump, from p. 1

Baltimore’s anti-Trump protestors demonstrate hostility 

Trump supporters have been 
unusually aggressive at rallies 
and campaign events this election 
cycle. But what we saw outside of 
the convention center was quite 
the opposite.  The Trump support-
ers were quiet and respectful, and 
the pro-Clinton protesters were ag-
gressive and angry, to the point of 
disrespect. “Oh, they’re screaming 
at me because I have this hat on,” 
Mary, a Trump supporter, told us. 
“They were all yelling at me, with 
their ‘F-Trump.’ I confronted them. 
‘Why are you having that word up 
there? I can’t believe it.’ They’re 

looking at me screaming in my face: 
“F-you, F -you.”

Although these protesters were 
speaking out against Trump’s hate-
ful rhetoric, we were bothered by 
the way they cursed at individual 
Trump supporters. They were hating 
hate hatefully, in a way that stands 
in contrast to the Democratic Party’s 
message of optimism and tolerance.

Though they were verbally ha-
rassed because of their candidate’s 
bigotry, the Trump supporters we 
talked to are not the stereotypical 
outward racists and homophobes that 
Hillary Clinton labeled “deplorable.” 

The people we spoke to are people 
who feel that Trump is genuine and 
that he cares about fixing the prob-
lems important to them. 

Vicky, an Annapolis area resi-
dent, thinks he can fix the economy 
and the immigration system. “We 
want the immigrations [sic] to come 
in, but we want them to do it legally,” 
she said. “My mom, she was born 
and raised in Canada. She spent 59 
years of her life holding a green card. 
She went every four years to INS to 
do exactly what she was supposed to 
do--she jumped through the hoops. 
But now you come in here illegally 
and you get, god knows, you get a 
house, you get food, you get every-
thing else you want.”

But does Trump really care about 
what Vicky wants? He has convinced 
her, and millions of others, that 
they can trust him when it comes 
to the issues they care most about.  
But while Trump may have earned 
Vicky’s trust, the man we saw that 
day has yet to prove that he can earn 
America’s trust.  

Donald Trump is a showman, and 
his address to NGAUS demonstrated 
that.  Rather than detailing his plan 
for the National Guard, he pandered 
to the crowd and insulted his politi-
cal opponent.  Like a circus, Don-
ald Trump arrived, put on a show, 
packed up, and left.

for any further instructions,” Lower 
School Assistant Principal Silvia Pat-
terson said. 

But, the intercom system proved 
ineffective. “What didn’t work well 
was the communication,” Paradis 
said. “Our intercom system is imper-
fect. It does not reach every corner of 
the building.” There was also confu-
sion among faculty about the radio 
channels. 

“We learned that repeating impor-
tant information is helpful,” Paradis 
said. “Some people heard the tail-end 
of something, but didn’t hear the full 
announcement. They knew some-
thing was happening, but didn’t know 
what. Obviously, that’s a problem.”

“Some faculty went to full lock-
down mode. What I don’t know yet is 

whether they didn’t hear or whether 
they didn’t understand it,” Paradis 
said. 

The lockdown ended around 1:50. 
It “ended very quickly considering 
the type of incident that Baltimore 
County Police were involved in,” 
Bradshaw said. 

“Once the drill was over… confu-
sion remained because not all teach-
ers and classrooms heard the ‘all 
clear,’ and thus remained in lockdown 
mode,” Upper School Principal Nan-
cy Dickson said. 

The lockdown was, ultimately, 
helpful. “It turned into an opportu-
nity for us to see how prepared we are 
for an actual situation,” Paradis said. 
“What comes out of this is a height-
ened awareness of the importance of 
understanding emergency protocols.”

Lockdown, from p. 1

Lloyd Fox/Baltimore Sun

photo by N. Blau ’18

In addition to Budavari, Mesra Ebadi ’20 
joins the freshmen class with a more interna-
tional perspective than most of her peers. Ebadi 
lived in Kabul, Afghanistan’s capital, until 13, 
when she and her family moved to Baltimore 
in November of 2014. 

Later that week, Ebadi started school at Ro-
land Park Middle School, where she remained 
until coming to Park this fall. In Kabul, Ebadi 
attended an international school, where English 
was the primary language, and Dari, one of Af-
ghanistan’s national languages, was studied in 
the same way students at Park study French, 
Spanish, and Mandarin. 

Ebadi also continues to celebrate holidays 
associated with her life in Afghanistan, includ-
ing celebrating the New Year by eating special 
food and observing other traditions. 

“When I shadowed last year, I really liked it 
here… part of [why I liked it] was the class dis-
cussions, and also every student I met had nice 
things to say about Park. [It was] a very friendly 
environment when I walked in,” Ebadi said.

All three students are joining clubs and ath-
letic teams. Bosshard plays soccer and is in-
volved in the Service Club. Budavari has joined 
Circus Club, Beekeeping, Annual Fund Club, 
and Medical Science Club. Ebadi plays on the 
tennis team and is also a member of the Medical 
Science Club, in addition to ADAPT (formerly 
known as P.A.C.E.D. – Park’s Awareness Club 
for Education on Disabilities). 

Being an international student, “you feel a 
little bit different —culturally you don’t have 
the same life as most Americans do here. Part 
of it is the language and how I was raised,” 
said Ebadi. 

“I see diversity in people who also speak 
other languages, and I find that comforting and 
nice,” Budavari added.

School goes on lockdown

A nearby police shooting of an alleged robbery suspect prompt-
ed a lockdown Sept. 23.
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Frank Ocean has always been good with 
words. In one line he can evoke an emotion, 
memory, or idea that takes lesser artists full 
tracks, even whole albums, to accomplish. He 
also makes excellent music. Even without his 
beautiful lyrics, the songs themselves are ad-
dictive. Hits like “Thinkin Bout You,” “Sweet 
Life,” “Novacane,” or “Pyramids” are virtually 
impossible to get out of your head. This com-
bination has made him one of the most univer-
sally loved musicians of our time. Ocean has 
entered the realm of pop god, among the ranks 
of Prince, Michael Jackson, or David Bowie.  

When listening to Ocean’s new music, be it 
Endless or Blonde, a different pleasure arises. 
In lines from the fourth track of Endless, he la-
ments: “How come the ecstasy always depress-
es me so?” This new pleasure is in Blonde, too, 
where on the track “Self Control,” he sings, “I’ll 
be the boyfriend in your wet dreams tonight.” 
Explicit self-revelation is new for Ocean.

 This line on “Self Control” is jarring, un-
apologetically sexual. In previous albums, 
when he talked about himself in songs (which 
was rarely), it was usually in abstraction. Only 
one song in his earlier career comes to mind, 
“Bad Religion,” where he sang emotionally 
about something he personally cared about. 

To hear Ocean leave nothing up for inter-
pretation when he confesses his loneliness after 
taking a drug designed to do the opposite is not 
only eye-opening, but refreshingly new. 

It has taken the multi-instrumentalist and 
producer a long time to get to this point. 
Ocean’s first musical project, a mixtape called 
nostalgia, ULTRA, (released 2011) includes a 
cover of MGMT’s “Electric Feel.” His version, 
“Nature Feels,” closes out the mixtape. The 
song is drastically different from who he and 
his music are now. “Making love, underneath-
cherry trees, baby girl, let me show you how 
my nature feels.” 

“My cavewoman, my caveman, doing wild 
things in a wild land.” This five year old song, 
perhaps befitting the caveman theme, is lyri-
cally primitive. It has clear gender roles and is 
heteronormative. But even when he’s singing 
it, he’s not completely buying it. He sounds 
snarky, cartoonishly chuckling at the fact that, 
yes, he has just had sex. 

 
Even after four years away from music, 

Ocean does not fully feel free. Endless opens 
with an auto-tuned German warbling about 
Apple devices and a cover of an Aaliyah song 
which was originally a cover of an Isley Broth-
ers song. 

As a visual album, it opens with multiple 
shots of Ocean wearing black sweaters, mind-
lessly cutting wood. He’s afraid to be his true 
vulnerable self, and the visual album shows 
that. 

After the first two tracks, he sheds the 
black sweater in favor of a white long sleeve. 
It is in this next sequence that he addresses his 
problem with the drug ‘ecstasy.’ It is in these 
tracks (“Alabama,” “Mine,” “U-N-I-T-Y”) that 
he opens up, becoming more introspective and 
personal. 

He does this in both Blonde and Endless, tip-
ping back and forth between the literal and the 
abstract. On both, though, we see the finish line. 

In Endless, Ocean, without clones or flashy 
clothes, climbs up the stairs he himself has 
built, finally able to stand on his own. 

Ocean’s new album is Frank Making art in summer
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A year after the nostalgia release, Ocean 
opened up publicly, revealing a relationship 
he had had with another man. That was his 
first step to fully expressing himself, but even 
then, he seemed abrasive. On his debut album, 
Channel Orange, (released 2012) he told intri-
cate and wild stories of drug dealers (“Lost”), 
crackheads (“Crack Rock”), and in “Pyramids” 
he tells a story which alludes to ancient his-
tory and a nude dancer working late nights. 
Ocean’s personal stories, however, were few 
and far between. 

by HARRY LEVINE ’18

“ explicit self-revela-

tion is new for Ocean... He’s 

afraid to be his true vulner-

able self”

On Blonde, he opens with “Nikes,” a song 
which describes an obsession with pop culture 
and is sung primarily in auto-tune. Again, the 
quest for self-love begins. “Ivy” and “Pink + 
White” are steps forward: perfect examples of 
poetry at work, musically and lyrically. 

“Be Yourself” is another step back. A spoken 
word interlude of his mother disavowing the 
use of all drugs, especially marijuana, hurts 
him, producing some sort of inner conflict. In 
the next track, “Solo,” he describes doing some 
dirty dancing while tripping on acid. 

by CICI OSIAS ’19 
and CATIE TURNER ’17

Many in our community are committed to 
what they are passionate about; even when 
school stops. This summer, several students 
and teachers pursued fascinating art projects. 

This summer has been full of firsts for Felice 
Falk ’18. Falk has been working on illustrat-
ing a children’s book on pen pals in Israel and 
Baltimore. “It’s not exactly a format I’m used 
to,” Falk said. “It has to look like kids drew it, 
so it’s challenging.”

The process of professional illustration has 
been new, too: “It’s a lot of sending in roughs, 
editing, getting feedback—a lot of sending 
work back-and-forth, which I wasn’t used to 
in art.”

Falk’s illustration work has also been rec-
ognized online by Broadway professionals. A 
fan of the Broadway musical Hamilton, Falk 
has been creating illustrations about the show 
for some time. “I’m hugely into Broadway—I 
love everything about it,” she said.

But after sharing her work through social 
media this summer, Falk found recognition she 
hadn’t imagined: Hamilton actors admiring her 
art and engaging with her online. The official 
Hamilton Instagram page posted her work. The 
experience, Falk says, has been incredible. “Ev-
ery time someone I really admire says some-
thing about my art, I’m in a place of, ‘Did that 
just happen?!’”

Daniel Neiman ’17, playing under the name 
Captain Morris, has been focusing on bringing 
his music to life this summer. Neiman finished 
his album Interviewee in the spring, and is now 
turning his attention to developing his live set.

Neiman’s live shows heavily involve pro-
jection and audience participation. “To keep it 
exciting, I don’t want it to be the same every 
time,” Neiman said. “That means thinking about 
different ways in which the audience can par-
ticipate [at] every show.

After playing in the Meyerhoff auditorium 
this spring at Assembly and again for an eve-
ning performance, Neiman played smaller ven-
ues over the summer. Primary among his con-

cerns has been “looking at ways to incorporate 
projection on existing surfaces that might be at 
a venue,” Neiman said.

Neiman brought his fresh performance-
based sensibilities to the new music he created 
this summer, as well. The theme for his new 
album is dance.

“When I was writing the earlier material 
for my album, I wasn’t doing it with the idea 
of playing it live,” Neiman said. But over the 
course of several performances, “it’s become 
apparent that dance, having people onstage, 
plays a big role in the success of a show.”

“There’s a satisfaction that comes when you 
first have a recorded draft of a song, especially 
when it’s dancey,” he said. “It’s a very euphoric 
feeling.”

Luke Pound ’18 and Josie Renkwitz’18 
spent this summer polishing the second issue 
of their online comic series: “Boys Against Hu-
manity.” This comic takes place in an alternate 
version of Park School, the Parkville Combat 
Preparatory School (PCPS). In this comic, the 
Earth is full of monsters, and the main charac-
ters attend PCPS where they learn how to fight 
the monsters. 

The characters may look familiar to some; 
they are based on real students at Park. The idea 
for Boys Against Humanity came about fresh-
men year when Renkwitz had made a draw-
ing of Pound holding a sword from Legend of 
Zelda. 

Pound loved it. In turn, he made up imagi-
nary scenarios for what was happening with 
the character. This, along with portraits Renk-
witz drew of other students, evolved into Boys 
Against Humanity. 

Pound and Renkwitz are very dedicated to 
evolving the story. “We work really well to-
gether… and as of right now, we’re both one 
hundred percent committed to continuing this 
comic, even after we graduate, which still kind 
of amazes me,” Renkwitz said.

Their comic can be found at boysagainsthu-
manity.tumblr.com

Falk’s drawing of Lin-Manuel Miranda, creator and scorewriter of Hamilton: 
An American Musical. Falk’s work is featured on the Hamilton Instagram page.

photo courtesy Athletic Department

graphic courtesy Felice Falk

courtesy www.itunes.apple.com

courtesy www.vulture.com

Blonde is a confessional album. Ocean 
shows moments of loneliness and weakness. 
He cries against empty love, only to be un-
heard. “Self Control,” for example, will have 
any sane person on the verge of tears. The al-
bum is uniquely him. By the end, he breaks 
free of any insecurities, saying simply, “I’m not 
brave.” On the last track, “Futura Free,” Ocean 
perverts the auto-tuned crooning, speaking his 
most personal lyrics, refusing to hide. 

In a self-effacing song with Bo Burnham-
like comedic style, Ocean essentially apolo-
gizes to his fans, saying that they shouldn’t be 
paying him, he should be paying them. 

“I’m not a god,” he says, “I’m just a guy.” 
The album ends with “Futura Free,” a stream 
of consciousness rambling that is nearly inco-
herent at times. Where does Frank Ocean go 
from here? 

Anywhere. Absolutely anywhere.
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WORD ON THE STREET 
Beginning this fall, every varsity sports team will be 

flaunting new brown, white, and centennial blue uniforms. 
The change had been the brainchild of former President of 
the Board Bruce Fleming, who, along with Head of School 
Dan Paradis, handed the idea over to the Athletic Depart-

ment.
Each uniform was uniquely designed by athletic directors 

Jenny Brennan, Dia Clark ’06, and Robin Lowe ’85 and head 
athletic trainer Dan Lopez. “It’s about being proud of our 

colors, our team, and our history,” Lowe said. 
The hope is that someday soon every team at Park 

will be wearing these new uniforms. 
So far, students and faculty have had mixed reactions, 

especially regarding the inclusion of centennial blue in the 
jerseys. The Athletic Department explained that a third color 
was often necessary during the design process. Centennial 
blue recently became an official school color, so it seemed 

like a good fit.
The Postscript interviewed people around 

Park to get their uncensored opinions of the 
new uniforms.

I don’t understand what the relation-
ship between [centennial blue] and Park 
is. The stripe and crew for the boys isn’t 
my favorite design, but they’re sports 
teams, so what do you expect?”

-Max Wiggins ’10
Upper School English teacher

“

The once-storied rivalry between the Bruins 
and the Quakers seems to have lost some of 
its prestige in the last decade. In an attempt 
to spark the intense matchups of the past and 
arouse school-wide support, Park will travel to 
Friends on October 8 of this year for the inau-
gural Rivalry Day.  

The event will feature seven varsity and ju-
nior varsity contests between Park and Friends. 
The two schools will claim points for each vic-
tory. The school with the most points will be 
crowned the “winner” of the first ever Rivalry 
Day.

Up until the nineties, Park and Friends were 
bitter rivals. The schools would face off twice a 
season in every sport, the matchups highlighted 
on each team’s schedule. Once the Maryland 
Interscholastic Athletic Association and Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association of Maryland 
were formed in 1994, new conferences were 

made. The rivalry between Park and Friends 
subsided, while new rivals such as Saints Peter 
and Paul and Glenelg Country School emerged.

Rivalry Day was conceived a couple of 
years ago during a meeting between the Board 
of Trustees and Headmasters of Park and 
Friends. “The idea was, how could we reig-
nite a bit more of a rivalry that would be great 
for both schools,” Park Head of School Dan 
Paradis said. 

This year’s Rivalry Day will be a one-day 
competition with seven teams playing games at 
Friends’ campus on its homecoming day. There 
are big plans for the future of the event. The 
Athletic Department spoke about alternating 
the location each year, having a Rivalry Day for 
every season, including Middle School teams, 
involving alumni, fundraising, hiring music 
groups, and even having some sort of mascot 
battle. Above all, however, the goal is to see a 
commitment from the Park community.

More important than reigniting an old ri-
valry, or whatever plans for the future there may 
be, this inaugural Rivalry Day is about inspiring 
school spirit, and not just for student-athletes 
and their families. 

“It’s an opportunity for it to be an event the 
community can get behind and be excited about. 
We want lower school families out there; we 
want middle school families out there; we want 
to be able to bring everyone together,” Athletic 
Director Jenny Brennan said.

Director of Girls’ Athletics Robin Lowe ’84 
agreed, “We can just go through the motions 
and play a bunch of games and that’s fine, but 
we’re looking for more than that.” 

Paradis echoed his plea to create a sense of 
camaraderie at Park through these competitions. 
“My hope would be that in the best of ways this 
is a rivalry and an experience that can make us 
proud of Park, proud to be a part of Park, and 
ultimately make us a little more comfortable 
about showing school spirit.” 
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by ZACH STERN ’19

Rivalry Day vs. Friends set for October 8

Henry Kouwenhoven ’17 designed 
a graphic for Rivalry Day. The Bru-
ins and the Quakers will compete at 
Friends on Saturday, October 8.

The stripes are interesting… there’s 
only so much you can do with brown 
and white. I like the blue. I think the 
uniforms would look better if there were 
more blue, and less brown and white.” 
-Christopher Westbrook ’20

“They’re very different--they’re more 
sophisticated. The blue adds a unique ac-
cent. It’s interesting that it’s tri-colored. I 
like the brown and white. It’s an interest-
ing design.” 

-Nicole Makarevich ’19

The white uniforms look really good, 
but the brown jerseys are really ugly, es-
pecially with the blue collar.” 

-Toni Elewa-Gidado ’18

I think there’s room for aesthetic im-
provement, but I’m a woman who thinks 
that basketball players would look nicer 
in leotards and tights—so you could really 
see the muscle.” 

-Laura Amy Schlitz, 
Lower School Librarian

At first, I wanted to throw up. I didn’t 
like them all. But, in the past couple of 
weeks, they’ve really grown on me. It’s 
one of those ugly jerseys that you love 
because you feel proud of your team.” 
-Xandi Egginton ’18

“ “

“

“

“
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S. Lowe ’19 and B. Abrams ’17 
model the new  athletic uni-
forms.

S. Lowe ’19 and B. Abrams ’17 
model the new  athletic uni-
forms.
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Olympic values 

close to those of              
Park

          On the morning of August 
14, Ben Way of Fox Sports 
broke news of what would be-
come the Ryan Lochte scandal. 
“BREAKING: @USASwim-

ming Gold medalist Ryan 
Lochte has been held up 
at gunpoint at a party in 
Brazil,” Way’s tweet read. 

An hour later, the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) denied that the Lochte in-
cident actually occurred. Lochte then gave 
an interview in which he talked about how 
he’d been mugged with a gun pressed against 
his forehead. 

Long story short: as local police investi-
gated, it became clear that Lochte had made 
it all up. The IOC was right. His teammates 
admitted Lochte had lied. Lochte was in-
dicted for false reporting of a crime and also 
suspended for 10 months, effectively exclud-
ing him from participation in the 2017 World 
Championships.

Lochte’s suspension by the IOC was 
based on violation of the ‘Code of Conduct’ 
— part of the IOC ‘Code of Ethics.’ These 
rules include “maintaining harmonious rela-
tions with state authorities.” Lochte obvi-
ously failed this expectation. 

Another IOC governing document, the 
“Fundamental principles of Olympism,” 
articulates the original values on which the 
modern Olympics were created: “Olympism 
is a philosophy of life, exalting and combin-
ing in a balanced whole the qualities of body, 
will and mind. Blending sport with culture 
and education, Olympism seeks to create a 
way of life based on the joy of effort…”

Similarly, Park’s founding documents rely 
on joyful student effort. Park seeks to pre-
pare us for the “increasingly interconnected 
democratic society.” The Park founders’ phi-
losophy is based on a commitment “to the 
ideals of citizenship in an open society…
to [make] education a means to improving 
social conditions for all citizens.” 

Park teaches us traditional school sub-
jects, and character values. Olympism, too, 
looks further than sports to the quality of an 
athlete’s character. 

Park has recently resurrected its old mot-
to “Mens Sana in Corpore Sano,” a Latin 
phrase, which translates to “a sound mind 
in a sound body.” The motto expresses the 
belief that athletics are an extension of the 
classroom, that the whole of our experience 
at school matters. 

Lochte found out that international com-
petition is not just about winning races. He 
failed to realize that good sportsmanship is, 
as stated in the “Fundamental principles of 
Olympism” and similar to Park’s revived 
motto, “a philosophy of life…combining in 
a balanced whole the qualities of body, will 
and mind.”

Ryan Lochte not only violated the IOC 
Code of Conduct, he also violated the core 
values of Olympism. Park students are held 
to similar standards; playing sports is about 
both athletic competition and the character 
values athletes carry on to the playing field. 

Girls’ Varsity Soccer: This year’s team has 
championship aspirations now that two-time con-
ference champion Glenelg Country Day School 
has been promoted to the B Conference. Park’s 
girls have dominated in their first four games, 
winning all four by a combined score of 21-2. 
Only four upperclassmen start on the team, so 
watch out for Varsity Soccer to sit atop the con-
ference for years to come.

Boys’ Varsity Soccer: Last season’s tal-
ented squad was decimated by injuries, seeing 
its season come to an end in a devastating 3-1 
semi-final loss to Severn. Sitting at 4-3 in fourth 
place in the B Conference, the team is off to a 
slower start than it would have liked. However, 
as winners of their last three games, including a 
10-0 thrashing of Mount Carmel, they will hope 
to finish strong in the second half of the season.

MIdfielder B. Abrams ’17 launches a header in the Bruins 6-0 
victory over St. Mary’s on Kelly Field. The team  currently sits 
in fourth place in the MIAA B Conference.

Boys XC: After a successful 2015 campaign 
placing third in its championship meet, Boys’ Cross 
Country is led this season by captains Timmy Bar-
rick ’17 and Brian Malone ’17. All-conference 
award winner Barrick is consistently dominant 
and helped the Bruins overpower Glenelg Country 
School in its first conference race. Standing unde-
feated at 1-0 in conference, Boys’ Cross Country 
is off to a solid start.

Field Hockey:  Girls’ Field Hockey sits atop 
the IAAC C-Conference with a 5-0 in confer-
ence record. After opening the season with a 
9-0 win over Seton Keough, the Bruins have 
followed suit with wins over Mercy, St. Timo-
thy’s, and Catholic High. The team has a strong 
underclassmen presence this season including 
freshmen Hailey Smith and Molly Bloom, 
and sophomore Sydney Lowe. Lowe, an all-
conference award winner a season prior, was 
recently named IAAM Athlete of the Week for 
her “fine play.”

Girls XC: Girls’ Cross Country is undefeated 
through two meets. The team easily handled both 
Friends and St. Timothy’s. The Bruins also rose to 
the challenge against St. Paul’s, a B-Conference 
team. Through every win, Park has maintained 
a perfect score as the Bruins placed in the top 
five slots in every meet. Consistently finishing 
in the top two spots are Clara Brill-Carlat and 
Julia Luljak. 
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T. Barrick ’17 leads the Bruins Boys’ 
Cross-Country team this September at 
the Spiked Shoe Invitational.
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Levitt Alone

52:5 Combined ratio 
of goals scored to 
goals allowed for 
Girls’ Varsity Field 
Hockey and Girls’ 
Varsity Soccer

Girls’ Varsity Tennis: The team has 
begun the regular season with an overall re-
cord of 2-2. One of two Park sports in the 
A-Conference, the team is captained by se-
niors Olivia Sun, Stephanie Davidson, Eliza 
Miller, and Mollie Eisner. The Bruins won its 
games against Roland Park Country School, 
and Notre Dame Prep. However, it fell to the 
likes of McDonogh and Mount de Sales.

6Overall victo-
ries  by the un-
defeated  Girls’ 
Varsity Cross 
Country team

Fall Sports


