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The first wave of H1N1 
came and went by mid-October.

The number of students in 
the Upper, Middle, and Lower 
Schools absent due to fl u related 
symptoms blossomed during the 
week of October 5 to 9.  By the 
time initial Upper School cases 
peaked, Middle and Lower School 
infections continued to fl uctuate.  

The school responded with 
persistent efforts to main-
tain proper hygiene, and is 
continuing to take a precaution-
ary stance, requesting kids with 
symptoms to just stay home. 

“At this juncture, there are no 
plans to close the school,” said 
Head of School Dan Paradis.  
Nurse Jan Brant said that clos-
ing school is currently, “not the 
protocol; it wouldn’t help things.” 

The latest information says 
that the virus can only stay on 
surfaces for two to eight hours, 
so the main thrust for proper 
hygiene, in Brant’s opinion, is 
not the cleaning done at night, 
but instead cleaning during the 
day. “One example of a way 
we can prevent the spread is 
wiping down surfaces often 

Swine fl u strikes early
by Alex Elias ‘11 touched like desks and door 

knobs after class,” Brant said.
Brant also said that new stud-

ies show the incubation period 
to be about two to five days, 
and that most people with H1N1 
fl u fully recover in three to fi ve 
days. In addition, she said that 
the virus,“can be very mild; 
not everyone is getting fevers.” 

Though there have only been 
four confirmed cases in the 
Upper School, the term ‘con-
fi rmed’ is subjective. The H1N1 
test is only given to people 
so sick they need to go to the 
emergency room, but no Park 
students have been that ill to date. 

The test itself is only 50% 
accurate; most physicians are 
simply making an educated guess 
when they diagnose someone 
with H1N1. According to in-
formation that has come out 
recently, Brant said, “it’s tough to 
tell when an illness is H1N1 and 
when it isn’t.” She said that stud-
ies now indicate that up to 20% 
of individuals infected may not 
show any symptoms of the virus. 

Meanwhile, teachers have 
been making due with dimin-
ished class sizes. “[I] had to 
make a few changes,” said Up-

per School history teacher Tina 
Forbush. “When you’re missing 
one-third of the class it makes 
a big impact. But the biggest 
impact is on the students. For 
kids who are missing class and 
the material discussed, it’s tough 
to catch up,” Forbush said.

Those who were out sick, 
returned to fi nd missed work wait-
ing for them. “I’m really behind 
on my work. I missed three ten-
nis matches and a lot of biology 

work,” said Juliet Eisenstein ‘11.
“The bottom line,” said Par-

adis, “is that today has been better 
than yesterday, and tomorrow 
will be even better.” He went on 
to say that the school is, “guard-
edly optimistic” after this “spike 
in cases of fl u-like symptoms.” 

Brant said reports show that in 
most schools, the virus “seems to 
last for about a week, not all year,” 
and believes that, “the worst 
is over for the Upper School.”

photo by R. Hill ‘11
The newly installed pond fountain adds beauty to the campus and 
oxygen to the water.

Fountain improves pond’s health

by Emma Gross ‘11

Students peered out of the 
windows and ran outside to 
get a better look at the new 
fountain spouting water from 
the center of the pond. The 
fountain, installed by Facilities 
Supervisor Steve Hecner, was 
turned on, Monday October 11. 

cals into the water that increase 
growth of helpful bacteria. 

Improving water quality was 
not Willard’s only concern about 
the area. “The banks of the pond 
serve as a dam,” he said. “The 
roots of the trees planted there 
damage the banks.” To preserve 
the pond, and prevent it from 
overflowing into the stream, 
four trees will be removed.  The 
goal is to cover this area with 
planted wild grass and fl owers. 

In addition, new pipelines will 
be installed in the water, con-
necting the pond to the stream, 
to prevent water from overfl ow-
ing.  These projects should be 
complete by this fall or spring.  

“The pond is a great place 
and environment to be used as a 
teaching tool for all divisions,” 
said Willard. “The positive re-
sults so far have been thanks 
to an overall effort from ev-
eryone who has an interest in 
the preservation of the pond.” 

 

“It looks good, sounds good, 
but it also serves a vital purpose,” 
said Robin Willard, Physical Ed-
ucation teacher, who has headed 
the project of restoring and caring 
for the  pond. The fountain is the 
fi rst of many new renovations to 
keep the pond secure and healthy. 

“In July, I waded into the 
water, and came out knee high in 

thick, green, smelly algae,” said 
Willard. Algae that sits on the 
surface of the water is formed 
by harmful bacteria that feed 
off of the waste at the bottom of 
the pond, and clouds the surface 
of the water preventing other, 
better, species from growing.

After much research, the foun-
tain became one of the solutions 
to the problem.  The fountain 
circulates water in the pond, 
improving oxygen flow. This 
increase in oxygen encourages 
helpful bacteria to grow and 
eat waste that would otherwise 
fuel algae-producing bacteria. 

“We have seen instant results,” 
Willard said. “Already the water 
is clearing.” The fountain will 
run through the fall, and then 
be removed in the winter. It will 
be installed again in the spring.  

In addition to the foun-
tain, barley straw now sits on 
the banks of the pond. Barley 
straw releases natural chemi-

Total Number of Students Absent or Dismissed Early due to Flu-like Symptons
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Editors-in-chief
Sam Cornblath, Rachel Shapiro, 

Daniel Tsemach

Your ugly editorial defense of seniors 
intimidating freshman is fl atly errone-
ous in its assertion that no one in the past 
has faced repercussions for such despi-
cable acts. Both of the classes to which 
I was faculty adviser were told repeat-
edly that I would seek suspension or 
expulsion of any student who engaged 
in bullying tactics, and I have similarly 
warned other senior classes and my own 
advisees about hazing other students.

But the more reprehensible error of the 
editorial is its rejection of the moral prin-
ciples of Park’s philosophy, which explic-
itly states that we should “act…towards 
others with respect, kindness, concern and 
moral conviction,” creating “a cooperative 
sense of community…and…a sympathet-
ic understanding of the rights and needs 
of others” in a “place where each person 

is respected and valued” and “positive 
expectations produce positive virtues”.

It is a dispiriting commentary on 
the power of progressive education 
when Postscript editorialists, some of 
whom have been at Park for a dozen or 
more years, are utterly oblivious to the 
most cherished ideals of the school.

So I propose a much more direct and 
robust philosophy for future freshmen 
when they face ignorant, arrogant thug-
gery: “I won’t be wronged, I won’t be 
insulted, and I won’t be laid a hand on. 
I don’t do these things to other people 
and I expect the same thing from them.”

Sometimes John Wayne is more 
compelling than John Dewey.

--John Roemer, History

We wanted to thank you for giving 
each of us our own copy of Postscript.  It 
was great to be able to read a newspaper 
that we could relate to.  This issue was 
well written, and well organized  (It was 
easy to fi nd an article or section we want-
ed to read.), and the topics chosen were 
good ones to cover.  It was so good we 

wanted to make a Youtube of us reading 
it:  “ Fifth Graders Reading at the Offi ce.”

One recommendation----Please include 
a few comics/cartoons in the next issue. 

Manythanks!

 --Mrs. Pula and Mr. Puri’s Class

While Andrew Barry warns that grow-
ing social inequality could lead to revo-
lution, he adds that we can address this 
inequality without joining the “White 
Army.”  This is good advice, espe-

cially since the White Army supported 
the Russia Czar and not the Bolsheviks.

--Jesse Naiman, Class of 2007

No defense for seniors who hazed freshmen

Fifth grade class appreciates the paper

Russian army confusion
Letters to the editors

Kudos to the freshmen

cartoon by S. Smith ‘10

It’s probably the last thing on their 
minds at the moment, but three years 
and eight months from now, the mem-
bers of the Class of 2013 will be cel-
ebrating their graduation from high 
school. They will be the 100th group 
of Park School seniors to do so.

If you had to pick a grade (other 
than the Class of 2010) to represent our 
centennial class, you couldn’t do bet-
ter than the Class of 2013. This year’s 
freshmen are engaged in their classes 
and eagerly participating in extracur-
ricular activities. Even among the se-
niors, who are practically required to dis-
like ninth grade students, the sentiment 
is clear: the freshmen are pretty great.

They jumped right into Upper School 
life, apparently unfazed by the transition 
to high school. Perhaps this was a result 
of this year’s new and improved Ninth 
Grade Orientation, where the freshmen 
spent three days learning about the Up-
per School from the seniors. Getting to 
know the oldest kids in school before the 
start of the year surely gave them a boost 
of confi dence. Their teachers are pleased 
with the effort they’ve put forward so far 
and enjoy having them in class. “Our sec-
tion is kick-ass,” said History Chair John 
Kessinger about his ninth grade class. 

Freshman participation in clubs is 

impressive.  Activities are thriving on 
ninth grade students’ contributions. The 
bulk of Habitat, Partners, Jewish Cul-
ture Club, and Admissions are freshmen.  
They actively participate in each club 
and give thoughtful suggestions.  After 
last year’s general lack of ninth grade 
involvement, it is comforting and ex-
citing to see a freshmen class that is so 
enthusiastic and willing to get involved.

The Class of 2010 volunteer part-
nership with Midtown Edmondson, for 
example, gained 16 ninth grade partici-
pants who are excited about continuing 
the project after the seniors graduate. 

Besides classes and clubs, the Class of 
2013 is also active in athletics. The Var-
sity Field Hockey team starts two stellar 
freshmen and Girls’ Varsity Soccer has 
many strong ninth grade players. Fresh-
men comprise the majority of the Girls’ 
Cross Country team as well. The members 
of the Class of 2013 are fun, outgoing, and 
important additions to Bruins’ athletics.

It’s not often that upperclassmen—
especially seniors—feel the need to 
compliment the freshmen. And, just 
to clarify, this editorial is not an apol-
ogy for any past comments or behav-
ior.  We simply wanted to take this 
brief—and rare—opportunity to tell 
the Class of 2013, “Good job so far.”
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“That makes me feel uncom-
fortable! It’s creepy! I don’t like 
it when you do that! Please stop!” 
Students giggled nervously in 
their seats as Dean of Students 
Traci Wright stood at the po-
dium introducing Park School’s 
fi rst sexual harassment assem-
bly, held Wednesday, October 7.  
“We understand and are prepared 
for students to make jokes related 
to this topic,” Wright explained, 
“but this really is a serious issue.” 

Seated on stage were several 
Upper School faculty members 
and Head of School Dan Par-
adis, who helped Wright present 
the Sexual Harassment Policy to 
the Upper School student body. 
“This assembly is not the result 
of a bad episode or incident,” 
said Principal Mike McGill. 
“Our school prides itself on 
not having a rule book; instead 
we have positive expectations 
for students. In presenting this 
policy we hope to provoke con-
versation and awareness about 
certain issues in order to create 
the community we aspire to be.” 

Though entitled “Sexual 
Harassment Policy,” the pre-
sentation covered all types of 
harassment: verbal, nonverbal, 
physical, and electronic. “Harass-

ment is bullying on all different 
levels and can be in all different 
forms,” said Wright, “ girl to girl, 
boy to boy, student to teacher, or 
teacher to student. If someone is 
made to feel uncomfortable be-
cause of their gender, religion, 
or race, it’s important for peo-
ple to be able to say, ‘Stop, that 
makes me feel uncomfortable.’” 

Presenting sections of the 
policy were history teacher John 
Acheson, science teacher Jeff 
Jennings, and Middle and Up-
per School counselors Krista 
Druhv and Dave Tracey. In ad-
dition to the written policy, 
teachers shared stories and ex-
periences of harassment they had 
witnessed or been exposed to.  

Math teacher Tony Asdou-
rian led a discussion with the 
audience, describing different 
scenarios and inviting students 
to voice their opinions on which 
cases they considered harass-
ment. Examples ranged from 
making ethnic jokes, to leaving 
hate mail in someone’s mail-
box, to friending a teacher on 
Facebook, or to being invited by 
a teacher to meet at Starbucks. 

Students’ opinions of these is-
sues differed. “Often it’s about 
the context,” said Julia Boscov-
Ellen ’11. “Students at Park have 

very different relationships with 
teachers than at other schools. If 
a teacher asks a student to meet 
at Starbucks and the teacher had 
taught him for multiple years and 
they have a pretty comfortable 
and friendly relationship, or may-
be they were doing an indepen-
dent study together, it would be 
ok. If it’s the fi rst month they’ve 
known each other and there is 
absolutely no reason not to meet 
at school, then it’s less OK.” 

For other examples, students 
were less sure. “It’s all about 
impact versus intent,” Grant 
Kitchen ‘12 said. “Judging 
what is really harassment versus 
what is just doing something to 
be annoying can be diffi cult.” 

Conversations about the as-
sembly continued during adviso-
ry and throughout classes the next 
day. Opinions on the effects of the 
assembly were mixed. “I don’t  
think anything will change,” 
said Morgan Palmer ’12. “There 
will just be a bunch more jokes 
made.” Jamie DeMarco ’11 took 
a different view. “I thought they 
did a good job making the defi -
nition clear on what exactly is 
considered harassment,” he said.

A complete version of Park’s 
Sexual Harassment Policy can be 
found on the school’s website. 

photo by A. Sussman ‘10

Upper School math teacher Tony Asdourian facilitates a conversa-
tion following an assembly on sexual harassment.

Sexual harassment policy takes center stage
by Emma Gross ‘11

Two students traveled over-
seas this summer with grants 
from Patricia Westheimer ’61. 
Created in 2006 by Westheimer 
to honor her father Julius Wes-

theimer ‘34. The grant awards 
$5,000 to each of two students for 
travel overseas to work or study. 

Christina Cubera ’10 used the 
grant to do community service 
work with a school in Ghana, 
while Julia Schneiderman ’11 

used it to pursue her passion for 
acting in England.  Although 
they traveled to two different 
countries with completely dif-
ferent cultures, Cubera and Sch-
neiderman both returned with 
new perspectives of the world. 

Cubera described her trip as 
“the best experience ever.”  Dur-
ing her three week trip with the 
organization Global Leadership 
Adventures, she spent 3 hours a 
day, 4 days a week at a primary 
school.  There, she helped re-
vamp a soccer fi eld by clearing 
trees and painting a mural on 
the school wall. In addition, Cu-
bera spent time in the classroom 
teaching about American culture 
and learning Ghanaian customs. 
“There’s not a day that goes by 
where I don’t think about the 
kids I met there,” Cubera said.

During her time away from 
the school, Cubera and the rest 
of the group traveled around the 

country to visit tourist attrac-
tions, including the Cape Coast 
Castle where they saw under-
ground slave dungeons, and 
Kumasi, a town known for its 
lively markets.  She also came 
back with an even greater appre-
ciation for the prosperity she has 
as an American.  “I’ve always 
known that I’m fortunate to go to 
a school like Park, but going to 
Ghana and seeing poverty has re-
inforced all of that,” Cubera said.

Schneiderman chose a very 
different trip in which she hoped 
to further pursue her love of act-
ing. In England, she participated 
in a four week theatre tour to 
London, Bath, Oxford, Worces-
ter, Liverpool, and York with an 
organization called Exploration 
in International Living.  While 
traveling with the group, she saw 
many shows including, As You 
Like It, Chicago, and Julius Cae-
sar.  Schneiderman said that one 

of the main things she took away 
from the trip was “an even great-
er appreciation for Shakespeare.”  

In addition to being a spec-
tator, Schneiderman took act-
ing workshops and saw popular 
English tourist sites.  One of her 
favorite sites was Crosby Beach 
in Liverpool.  “It was so beauti-
ful; we were all running around 
like little kids,” Schneiderman 
said. She also enjoyed celebrat-
ing her sixteenth birthday on 
the trip, although she was at 
fi rst a bit apprehensive about it.  

The Westheimer Prize gave 
Cubera and Schneiderman the 
opportunity for life-changing ex-
periences.  “I think traveling, in 
general, is a great experience if 
you’re open to it,” Schneiderman 
said, who hopes to do more travel-
ing in the future.  “People should 
really take advantage of [the op-
portunity].  There are no limits to 
where you can go,” Cubera said.                                   

photo by M. Gold ‘10

J. Schneiderman ‘11 and C. Cubera ‘10, recipients of the 2009 
Westheimer Prize, traveled to England and Ghana, respectively. Fi-
nal applications for 2010 are due in January.

by Lindsey Moskowitz ‘11

Westheimer grant funds the chance to follow summer dreams
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A new admissions database may 
lead to an improvement in diversity 
and overall enrollment. With members 
of the admissions offi ce consolidating 
cumulative data on students into one 
database, trends in enrollment, and de-
mographics will be readily available. 

Admission Coordinator of Commu-
nity and Student Services Valerie Brice is 
heading the project, working during and 
after school hours to complete it. Director 
of Admission and Financial Assistance 
Marcia Holden is also contributing along 
with help from Receptionist Rachel Hock-
ett. Additional assistance also comes from 
Park parent Buzz Merrick who is knowl-
edgeable about Microsoft Excel and data-
bases in general, Upper School statistics 
teacher Bruce Hamilton, Head of School 
Dan Paradis, the principals, and some 
members of the Board of Trustees.“It’s 
a tremendous undertaking,” said Holden. 

It was apparent to the admissions of-
fi ce that there needed be one defi nitive 
source of information. When questions 
were asked such as, “how many boys 
withdrew in 1978?” the offi ce would 
have to sift through multiple sources to 
get an answer. One particular event veri-
fi ed this fact when the Board asked for an 
overview of admissions data, and fi gures 
about fi nancial assistance. “The process 
of pulling information together from a 
number of sources was crazy, and neither 
reliable nor entirely accurate,” said Brice.

The database will contain such data 

including gender, parent’s occupation, 
zip codes, grade of entry, family in-
come, racial diversity, and many oth-
ers. The immediate goal is to collect 
basic information spanning three years.

“With a global view, we can see year-to-
year comparisons that will allow us to see 
trends and make predictions,” said Brice. 
The database has the potential to assist in re-
taining students and improving enrollment. 

For example, after inquiring through 
several different avenues, admissions 
learned that in the primary level, most 
kids who leave Park go on to enroll at sin-
gle sex schools. With that information, the 
admissions offi ce is able to market the im-
portance of co-ed schools to prospective 
families. The way in which admissions 
previously obtained this information was 
ineffi cient: “Some parents offer that in-
formation freely, sometimes we have the 
opportunity to ask, sometimes we learn 
through members of the community, and 
sometimes we just never learn where chil-
dren enroll if not in Park,” said Holden. 

If there was a comprehensive database, 
Park could address more issues of this 
kind, and throughout the school. “When 
families turn down Park there are trends, 
patterns. [The database] can help us in 
how we work with parents,” said Brice. 

The database could also lead to an in-
crease in diversity. “The database will 
help us see who is part of our commu-
nity,” said Brice. With a holistic view of 
the school, it will be easy to see where 
Park is lacking and, “how Park fi ts into 
what’s happening demographically.”  

Admissions undertakes 
data collection project
by Mariama Eversley ‘10

Sharpless sees progress in protecting oceans

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Oceana CEO Andy Sharpless explains the 
problem of overfi shing of the oceans.

by Rachel Shapiro‘10

Global warming is not the only en-
vironmental issue plaguing the planet.  
The oceans are also in serious danger 
due to current global fi shing practices. 

On September 30, Andrew Sharp-
less, CEO of Oceana, an internation-
al organization focused on protecting 
the world’s oceans, spoke to the Up-
per School about this severe problem. 

According to Oceana’s website, over-
fi shing and pollution are devastating 
the oceans. Scientists believe that life 
in our oceans is quickly approaching 
an irreversible collapse. They predict 
that the oceans will be empty by 2048 
unless effective action is taken soon.  

Sharpless, son of former Head of 
School F. Parvin Sharpless (1976-1995), 
met the founders of Oceana in 2000 and 
“fell in love with their approach” to this 
issue.  Oceana develops campaigns that 

have specifi c timeframes and defi nite 
goals. Issuing scientifi c reports, fi ling 
lawsuits, working with grassroots orga-

nizations and lobbying for policy chang-
es are components of every campaign. 
“Oceana’s chief concern is changing 
policy,” said Sharpless. He explained that 
there are some laws in place that are sup-
posed to be protecting the oceans and their 
inhabitants, but most are either ignored 
entirely or only selectively enforced.

Sharpless’s assembly focused mainly 
on Oceana’s daunting task of protect-
ing the oceans, but the organization has 
made impressive accomplishments in 
recent years. One million square miles 
of ocean fl oor are now off-limits to bot-
tom trawling, an extremely destructive 
fi shing practice in which giant, weighted 
nets are dragged across the sea fl oor, ef-
fectively killing every living thing in 
its path. The European Union has made 
it a criminal offense for ships to dump 
oily water back into the ocean, and the 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line has agreed 
to stop dumping untreated sewage. 

Oceana is supported by around 300,000 
individuals from 150 countries worldwide 
who demonstrate their commitment to 
the cause online through e-mail and ad-
vocacy rather than not donations. The 
organization receives about 70% of its 
funding from major foundations, while 
the rest comes from smaller donors. 

photo coutersy www.oceana.org

Oceana runs several public service an-
nouncements.

Parents and students who had nev-
er witnessed the spectacle of Brown 
and White Day may have been be-
fuddled by decorations on the front of 
the school and nautically-dressed ju-
niors dancing wildly in the carpool line.

 With this exuberant display of school 
spirit, Brown and White Day began. Brown 
and White Day is the fi nal day of school 
spirit week and is celebrated by wearing 
brown and white clothing to school, es-
pecially T-shirts designed and sold by the 
junior class.  Juniors are also in charge 
of decorating hallways and classrooms. 

Friday’s festivities were just a warm-up 
for the two main events of the weekend: 
Homecoming and Saturday in the Park. 

To improve overall attendance, Par-
ent Program Coordinator Ellen Small and 
parent Lindley Weinberg scheduled both 

Celebrating school spirit
by Sean Langley ‘10

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Lower school students paint pumpkins for Halloween at the new Saturday in the 
Park.

events on the same day this year so that 
soccer and fi eld hockey games could serve 
as extra activities for visiting families to 
enjoy. “We were hoping that some people 
would walk back and forth between the 
games and the activities,” Weinberg said.

The day was fi lled with a number 
of activities, including a petting zoo, 
pony rides, moon bounces, an obstacle 
course, and taking photos with the Bru-
in. Some clubs hosted their own events; 
a car wash raised funds for the an-
nual upper school civil rights tour, and 
Habitat for Humanity staged a fun run.  

Students and parents enjoyed a wide 
variety of things to do for a large por-
tion of the day while Upper School 
students awaited the big Homecom-
ing Dance as the fi nale.With the wide 
range of things to do, the many people 
who attended had no excuse to be bored.
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The bus costs $1300 per year, so why is parking free?

Park School charges approximately 
$1,300 per year to those students who take 
the bus to school every day.  The reason we 
charge this bus fee is very simple:  Park must 
pay to operate its bus service, and the fee 
is used to partially defray those expenses.  

It’s a simple principle:  If you use a 
service, you pay the cost of providing 
that service (somebody has to).  It’s a 
principle we live by every day – when we 

by Bruce Hamilton, History

photo courtesy B. Hamilton
History teacher Bruce Hamilton defends 
his parking spot.

pay for the food we eat, when we pay for 
people to do repairs on our homes, when 
we pay for electronic gadgets and so on.  

All of these prices we pay, for various 
goods and services, have a side effect (be-
yond the direct effect of covering the cost 
of providing the good or service).  These 
prices send powerful signals to us consum-
ers:  If your desire for that particular good 
or service is not strong enough to pay the 
price, then don’t use the good or service.  

Without prices, there would be chaos; 
we would all try to get more of (almost) 
everything, and we would pay no attention 
to the fact that it takes time and valuable re-
sources to produce goods.  In other words, 
prices force us to think before we grab.  

But there is one good for which 
Park School does not charge a price, 
and this failure to charge a price has 
all the predictable consequences.  The 
good is parking space on our campus.  

The result is what economists refer to 
as excess demand – a situation in which, 
at the current price, the amount of the 
good that people want to consume ex-
ceeds the amount that is available.  The 
result is that some people are denied park-
ing privileges, some are shuttled in from 
our remote site, and many are unhappy.  

For any good, when the quantity de-
manded exceeds the quantity supplied, 
there are two obvious solutions:  in-
crease supply or reduce the demand. 

One way to reduce the demand is 
to raise the price; I believe we should 
give that option serious consideration.  

Here is my justifi cation for raising the 
price:  

refrain from parking that we no longer 
have “excess demand.”  Problem solved.  

But we may fi nd that it takes a sub-
stantially higher fee to bring demand in 
line with supply.  If that fee is so high 
that it would more than cover the cost of 
a new parking lot, then it makes sense to 
build the new parking lot (and continue 
to charge the fee equal to the cost of the 
new lot).  (As a very rough guess, the 
annual parking fee necessary to defray 
the cost of constructing and maintain-
ing an additional parking lot would be 
somewhere between $1000 and $2000.)

In an effort to be envi-
ronmentally friendly, all 
plastic water bottles have 

been removed from the school 
store and cafeteria.  Students 
are now being encouraged to 
bring in their own reusable wa-
ter bottles that can be refi lled 
at the new water fountains.

Unfortunately, this seemingly 
simple plan to reduce our waste 
has several fl aws.  For one, the 
water fountains in the Upper 
School do not work.  They peri-
odically have little or no pressure, 
and the water is lukewarm at best.  

Not only do the water foun-
tains not work, but it has also 

been proven that using water 
fountains speeds the spread of 
illness.  Hundreds of students 
touch the handles of a water foun-
tain each day and if one of those 
students is sick, it is likely that 
the rest will become sick as well.

Now, instead of buying 
a water bottle at lunch, stu-
dents have turned to purchas-
ing juice, or Gatorade, which 
come in bottles that use twice 
as much plastic as the water 
bottles that were sold last year.  

So instead of drinking a bottle 
of water, students are drinking a 
Gatorade, which has 34 grams 
of sugar per bottle, and are 
wasting twice as much plastic. 

If a student were to drink a 

bottle of water, which has no 
sugar, in place of Gatorade ev-
ery day for one year, they would 
reduce their sugar intake by 27 
pounds.  Perhaps Park should 
be more concerned with the 
students’ health, rather than the 
hazard of plastic water bottles.

With recycling bins stationed 
all over the school, there is no 
reason why students should 
have to trade a healthy diet for 
a green lifestyle.  By reinstat-
ing the sale of water bottles the 
school would enable students 
to do both.  We would be using 
bottles with half as much plastic 
and consuming a much healthier 
beverage.  One way or the other, 
something has to change.  If fi x-

Banning sale of water bottles doubles plastic waste
by Jake Max ‘12

ing the water fountains is the so-
lution the school comes up with, 
so be it, but it seems evident that 

selling water bottles, as long 
as they are recycled, is a much 
better solution to this problem.

The problem

Expanding our parking capacity 
would cost (a lot of) money, not to men-
tion the environmental and aesthetic 
harm it would do to our campus.  Are 
we sure that the benefi t to drivers is suf-
fi ciently large to justify this expense? 

It is at least possible that even a modest 
price would reduce demand suffi ciently to 
eliminate the problem.  It would be foolish 
to do something draconian if a $100/year 
fee eliminated the problem.  (My guess is 
that we would need a fee of substantially 
more than $100 to eliminate the excess de-
mand, but at the moment we don’t know.) 

As I mentioned in my opening sen-
tence, some people do not drive to, or park 
on campus; they take the bus (and pay for 
the privilege). 

Is it fair that your bus-riding classmates 
see a large chunk of Park School money 
going to expanding our parking space so 
that their car-driving classmates can park 
for free?  

How big should the parking fee be?  I 
see three candidates for a “reasonable” 
parking fee:

1. A fee just high enough to discourage 
just enough parkers from wanting to park 
on campus.

2. A fee just high enough to defray the 
costs that Park School would incur by 
building more parking spaces.  

3. A fee equal to what Park School cur-
rently charges its bus patrons.  

The Hamilton proposal

My own proposal is the following:  We 
should go with either option 1 or option 2, 
whichever is lower.  Suppose we begin by 
charging $100 per year for parking privi-
leges, and that at this price enough people 

Unanswered questions

If we were to decide to institute 
a parking fee, there are all kinds of 
practical questions to be considered:

1. How do you physically collect the 
fee?  (I do not propose a toll booth.)  Could 
we do it with transponders or stickers?

2. How do we go about fi nding out how 
high the fee would have to be in order to 
eliminate the current excess demand?  
(One possibility is an auction.) 

3. Do we charge by the day (only pay 
for those days when you actually park on 
campus) or by the year?  

4. Do we give discounts for carpoolers 
(beyond the automatic discount that comes 
from splitting the fee among riders)?

These are important questions.  But 
it seems to me they are details (yes I 
know that’s where the devil is) that 
can be discussed if we decide that 
the basic idea isn’t completely nuts.  

Finally, if my proposal makes you 
so angry that you want to let the air 
out of my tires, my car is the grey 
Prius with the bike rack on the roof.  

photo by M. Gold ‘10
J. Max ‘12 shows two alternatives to bottled water:  sugary sports 
drinks, and dysfunctional water fountains.

Sugary drinks make poor substitute for missing beverage
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One notice-
able change for 
the new school 
year was the re-
placement of the 
library’s fl eet of 
decrepit laptops.  
For many, the 
laptops are a great 
convenience.  If 

all of the desktops are taken and you want 
to hang out with friends in another part of 
the library, or if you just need some peace 
and quiet to work, the library’s 10 laptops 
are the solution.  But for something so 
appreciated, students treat them terribly.  

It is regrettable that the school has to 
purchase new laptops.  I am not saying it 
was the wrong move; in fact, it was ab-
solutely necessary.  The old laptops were 
in remarkably poor condition.  Some of 
the old laptops lacked keys, others had 
broken screens, and a few had screens 
attached to the keyboards by a piece of 
tape.  One laptop was even rendered com-
pletely useless.  Park has a policy of re-
placing computers after four years of use, 
but the library laptops were so bad that 
they had to be replaced after only three.

Most damage can be attributed to in-
advertent mistreatment such as carrying 
them by their screens.  However, some 
students intentionally ripped off keys, 
often many at a time, according to Su-
san Weintraub, Director of Library Ser-
vices and Information Technologies.  

There’s a distinction between mis-
treatment and neglect.  Leaving laptops 
lying around on tables is neglectful, but 
it’s not mistreatment.  Ripping off keys, 
on the other hand, goes beyond indiffer-
ent or callous; it is malevolent behavior 
that is also just plain stupid.  Why people 
actually take the time to destroy some-

thing that isn’t theirs is beyond reason.
It cost $10,000 to replace the laptops.  

The money was drawn from the technol-
ogy budget, so it’s not as if it could have 
gone to fi nancial aid or Habitat for Hu-
manity, but it still could have been used 
for other purposes.  For instance, many 
English, history, and math teachers have 
been anxious to receive a ceiling-mounted 
projector, and the money used for the lap-
tops could have equipped four classrooms.

If students treat the computers so 
badly, what’s to say that these new lap-
tops won’t last any longer than three 
years?  To counter this trend, the library 

Senior Henry Coll enjoys the benefi ts of being able to borrow a laptop to use it in 
any location within the library. 

photo by J. Eisenstein ‘11

Library buys new laptops; 
will students cooperate? 

Cafeteria operates at a loss

Our cafeteria 
isn’t known for 
its gourmet food, 
and it isn’t known 
for its reasonable 
prices, but did 
you know it’s not 
even profi table?

The cafeteria is adequate, but not nearly 
as good as it could be.  The problem isn’t 
the food itself; as far as cafeteria food goes 
it’s fi ne.  It isn’t the fault of the cafeteria 
workers, who do an admirable job making 
lunch for hundreds of people in the span 
of a few hours.  Is the food top-notch?  
No, but I dare anyone else to do better.  
The cafeteria has two problems: prices 
and choices, and they are indelibly linked.

Before the Healthy Food Committee 
started abusing its power, the cafeteria 
was making a profi t – but the commit-
tee’s fi rst instinct was to ban anything 
remotely unhealthy.  “We went from one 
extreme to the other,” Financial Direc-
tor Joan Webber said; french fries were 
replaced with vegetables, and a once-
plentiful profi t turned into a 25% defi cit.

When the administration even-
tually relaxed initial stringent food 
guidelines, the cafeteria’s defi cit im-
proved to 10%, rather than 25%.  

“We are willing to take losses,” Web-
ber said.  Yes, the administration is willing 
to take on the losses by passing the burden 
onto parents, students, and teachers in the 
from of higher tuition, fewer improve-
ments, and fewer benefi ts to teachers.  It’s 
easy to take losses when you can just pass 
them on; we’re the ones who need to say no.

It doesn’t matter if you buy from the 
cafeteria every day of the week, or never 
have for the past three years.  Your tuition 
money goes to provide corporate welfare 
to the company that runs the cafeteria, 
people who are insulated from the effects 
of their own defi cit.  In economic times 
like these, when the school is cutting back 
on trips, families are running tight bud-
gets, and fi nancial aid requests are going 

up, the school is taking our money and us-
ing it to subsidize a fl ailing food service.

Then, there’s the other issue: the lack 
of choice.  Busybody parental bureaucrats 
are still at work deciding what we can 
and can’t eat, regardless of whether they 
even know us.  Nobody’s arguing with the 
existence of a committee to decide what 
Lower School kids can eat, but we aren’t 
in Lower School any more.  We’re in High 
School, and soon we’ll be on our own in 
the wonderful world of college, free of 
interfering committees, and inexperi-
enced in the art of making healthy choic-
es.  The school is doing us a disservice.

photo by M. Gold ‘10

by Jeremy Cohen ‘12

photo by M. Gold ‘10

by Jesse Orr ‘11

photo by J. Patterson ‘10

Rose Potter provides students and faculty with made to order sandwiches and 
wraps.

has taken fairly drastic measures.  They 
require that students ask for laptops, 
which are now kept inside the offi ce, and 
then check them out through the com-
puter system. The new laptops are no 
longer available to use after school hours.  

“I think the students of Park School 
should be more grateful for the things that 
they receive,” Jordan Williams ‘12 said.  
It’s almost laughable that some students 
lack either the patience or the courtesy to 
do something as effortless as taking proper 
care of a computer.  Students need to realize 
that the laptops are a privilege, not a right.

 “It’s a community resource, but lap-
tops require care and attention,” Wein-
traub said.  If students don’t start han-
dling laptops properly, it won’t be long 
before they begin to fall apart like the 
old ones.  The student body has two 
choices.  Either we clean up our act and 
start to take care of the laptops, or we 
cross our fi ngers and hope that we’ll get 
another chance if these break as well.

‘Ripping off keys...is ma-
levolant behavior that is 
also just plain stupid’

If we are going to have limitations 
and regulations, they should be made by 
more than a committee of parents with 
too much free time – for starters, the com-
mittee could include some people who 
actually eat the food.  Let us have a say 
instead of fearing our input, perhaps they 
could even ask the Student Government; 
it’s not like we do that much anyway.

But, without a doubt, they should ask 
someone outside of the administration.  
If they’d like to fulfi ll the claim on the 
“Healthy Dining” section of the Park 
website that states, “The preparation and 
serving of healthy foods is an opportunity 
to inform and educate students on nutri-
tion and promote healthy choices,” you’d 
think they’d give us options.  If our admin-
istration really believed in positive expec-
tations, they wouldn’t just force us into 
choosing “healthy” food for our own good.

Without a doubt, it’s time to take ac-
tion.  If the administration won’t fol-
low the Park Philosophy on its own, 
we should give them a helpful push.  If 
they won’t ask us what we’d like to eat, 
we’ll tell them what we want, and back 
up our words with action.  After all, the 
current situation is bad for everyone – we 
couldn’t exactly make it worse, could we?

‘The cafeteria has two 
problems: prices and 
choices’
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One of the fi ner moments of George 
Bush’s eight-year term was his uncanny 
ability to duck the shoes hurled at his 
head by Muntadhar al-Zaidi on December 
15, 2008.  In the Arab world, the sole of 
a shoe is a great insult, and al-Zaidi and 
his famous footwear became a symbol 
of hope throughout Iraq.  He was seen 
as a hero and applauded for his beliefs.

There is no doubt that his soles made a 
difference.  Soon after the incident, videos 
and games memorializing it littered the 
web. Al-Zaidi became a champion of his 
ideals and a sign of ultimate human power 
in many Muslim countries, while providing 
a laugh for weary Democrats along the way. 

For it all, al-Zaidi served nine months 
in an Iraqi prison, and after his recent re-
lease reported being beaten and tortured. 

Since America’s invasion in March, 
2003, Iraq has progressed towards be-
coming a free society.  Yet with the at-
tending rights, there is a great respon-
sibility. The essential question is: In a 
free society, where is the line between 

freedom of expression and assault?  
Throwing your shoes at the leader of 

the free world may not be the perfect ex-
ample of freedom of expression. But as the 
former president said, this type of behav-
ior is indicative of a free society in which 
people can draw attention to themselves. 

There is no doubt that al-Zaidi had a 
valid point. His shout, “This is for the wid-

by Sophie Neiman ‘13

Shoes may be fashionable but words speak louder

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
D. McGill ‘10 leads the pack at the Annual Habitat for Humanities 5k Run at Saturday 
in the Park October 3.

After a re-
cent, somewhat 
controvers ia l 
all-school as-
sembly to cel-
ebrate the tenth 
anniversary of 
Park Habitat, 
the club has 
come under 
a fair amount 

of criticism.  The assembly includ-
ed presentations by Habitat partici-
pants in all three divisions, songs by 
a capella groups, and an emotional 
talk by a Park Habitat homeowner.

There have always been people who 
oppose Park’s Habitat program for 
multiple reasons, including its need to 
raise money and advertising methods, 
but in the past month those feelings 
have been verbalized more than ever.

 The criticism heard the most 
since the assembly is that Habitat is ob-
noxious in its advertising and constantly 
pats itself on the back.  I am one of 11 
student leaders of Park Habitat, so I do 
have subjective feelings about this is-
sue already.  Nevertheless, I do not feel 
that being a Habitat leader disqualifi es 
me from defending the program; it puts 
me at an advantage in many ways, since 
I know more details about the program 
than the average Upper School student.  

 First, let’s address the aggressive 
advertising that some feel Habitat uses.  

ows and orphans and all killed in Iraq!” 
can only be echoed in truest sentiment. 

Al-Zaidi had more than full right to 
make his opinion heard.   The catch? 
The way he did it, however entertain-
ing, could not have been more wrong. 

Raised in America, the “land of the 
free,” freedom of speech and freedom of 
expression are easily taken for granted.  I 

Habitat responds to criticism uncovered by assembly
by Blake Pruitt‘11 The Upper School hears about our program 

much more than any other club or activity 
because we need more money and support.  
I don’t think it is unreasonable to advertise 
for our fundraisers when we need to raise 
$100,000; and, in reality, we do not have 
more fundraisers than usual for a program 
that raises the amount of money we do.  

One of the reasons we advertise is 
to inform the community.  While this 
may come off as self-congratulatory, 
the idea is to keep everyone informed 
about what Habitat is doing.  It has been 
made clear that the way we advertise 
does not work for many people, and we 
can defi nitely rethink how communicate.

It has also been said that it is not clear 
where our money goes.  Every penny that 
Habitat raises goes to building materials 
for the house we are sponsoring.  If anyone 
who had a question about the monetary 
details of Park Habitat cared enough to 
spend fi ve minutes researching, he could 
fi nd the answer very quickly by speaking 
to any of the leaders or faculty advisers.  

The other main criticism of Habitat, 
which connects directly to the all-school 
assembly, is that we are arrogant and feel 
the need to pat ourselves on the back.  It’s 
evident to everyone, including myself, 
that the assembly was not done perfect-
ly.  The Eightnotes and Vocal Chords’ 
songs were not appropriate for this par-
ticular event, but overall the assem-
bly did have an effect on many people.  

While the consistently cynical Upper 
School predictably found something wrong 
with the assembly, I have heard about sev-

w o u l d — t o 
use the for-
mer presi-
dent’s own 
words—love 
to gesture at 
him “with-
out all fi ve 
fi ngers,” but 
I know it 
is probably 
wiser to use 
my words. If I were ever to meet Bush, 
rather than making a rude gesture, I would 
use my First Amendment right to tell him 
just what was wrong with his policies. 

Al-Zaidi has that same right. I would 
fi nd it strange if no Iraqi ever questioned 
the Bush Administration’s policies.  But 
by pitching his shoes at a president’s head, 
al-Zaidi made himself look over-zealous 
and disrespectful. His point couldn’t have 
been more valid but it could have been 
better made. There is a responsibility that 
comes with basic human rights: not only 
to use them, but also to use them well.

photo by J. Patterson ‘10

eral instances of Lower School students 
going home to their parents and asking to 
become involved with Habitat.  I also do 
not believe that anyone at this school is 
in a position to criticize the homeowner, 
Kim Washington, for sharing her story, 
however realistic it might have been.  It is 
important for every student to understand 
what the deserving homeowners have 
gone through and how much work they put 
in to become a homeowner.  The only le-
gitimate complaint about Ms. Washington 
is that she should have spoken for longer.

On a side note, while some members 
of the Park community may criticize our 
Habitat program, we have been recognized 

by Habitat for Humanity International; 
Park Habitat is the recipient of the Campus 
Chapter Clarence Jordan Award for “the 
chapter which demonstrates creativity or 
innovation within the standards of excel-
lence,” as well as an Honorable Mention in 
the Campus Chapter of the Year category.

The leaders of Park Habitat are not try-
ing to force everyone to get involved or 
contribute; we are just trying to get enough 
knowledge and opportunities out there for 
people to make their own decision about 
whether to get involved, and that should 
defi nitely be allowed.  It doesn’t matter if 
you don’t care about Habitat; it matters that 
you care about something and get involved.

photo by J. Patterson ‘10

cartoon by S. Smith ‘10
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Experimental science cluPokemon resurfaces

Creating arts aBy the Numbers

What Lucie Weinberg ’10 and Lexi Feld-
man ’10 wanted most was to start a club at Park 
before they graduated. All summer, Weinberg 
worked to come up with the ideal new club for 

by Leah Shapiro ‘12

Co-Leaders of Art From the Heart L. Weinberg
tions about their art project.

Pokémon has a card game, board 
game, television series, movies, and now 
a place at Park School. The Pokémon 
club made its debut this school year as 
a place where one can go to discuss type 
advantages, battle strategies, and the pros 
and cons of battling Team Rocket with a 
party of fi ve as apposed to a party of six. 

The idea of the club began to gain 
steam at the end of last school year. “I 
noticed that someone was selling a Game-
boy for $10,” said co-leader Nick Halle 
‘12, “and I thought, hey, I can afford that, 
so I started playing my old games again, 
and I rediscovered my love for Poké-
mon.” With help from friend and co-lead-
er Ham Sonnenfeld ’12, it wasn’t long 
before this club went from just one per-
son playing to a circle of people watch-
ing, arguing, and discussing these games.

A typical Wednesday X block in Poké-
mon club can include watching two or three 
episodes of the TV show, while pausing and 
breaking down the battle scenes, discuss-
ing choices the characters make, playing 
Gameboys, or having a live action battle.

The club’s reputation is spreading 
rapidly. “There are a lot of people in-
terested in joining,” Halle said. “But 
we really don’t want people walk-

ing in and walking out; it’s a serious 
commitment, so we’re pretty strict.”

 “All in all I think we’ve done pretty 
well,” said member R.J. Gitter’12. “I 
went into this wanting to educate my 
peers as to the true value of playing Poké-
mon, and I think we’ve been successful.” 

photo www.images-amazon.com

Ash and his pokémon friends’ on the 
cover of the second season DVD.

by Justin Long ‘11 by Leah Shapiro ‘12

Ever been interested in new kinds 
of science, the kind they don’t teach 
in a typical science class? Or how 
about doing experiments; not be-
cause they are educational, but be-
cause they’re fun? New this year, the 
Science club will explore the world 
of science in a different, more re-
laxed way than in class. This club 
makes it possible to perform easy 
and exciting experiments, have in-
teresting discussions on scientifi c 
notions and/or simply hang out with 
others who have similar interests.

Both leaders, Ethan Bennett ‘11 
and Joel Naiman ‘11, coincidently 
came up with the same idea for a 
science club independently over the 
summer. Naiman knew that he want-
ed a club centered around discussion, 
while Bennett wanted a club that 
focused on science in general. This 
fall, along with the help of faculty 
adviser Sean Lally, they combined 
their ideas to create the Science club. 

The fi rst meeting was not as suc-
cessful as the two had hoped, with 
an appearance of only one prospec-
tive club member. Still, Bennett and 
Naiman were optimistic and believed 

their small turnout was due to their choice of 
meeting day, Friday, and location, the base-
ment. Bennett and Naiman are working to 
change both the day and location of the club. 

The two leaders have several ideas on 
how to get more students interested. “Bribe 
people!” Naiman joked. “Only kidding. 
We’re planning on putting out good, in-
triguing announcements and giving out 

Leaders J. Naiman ‘11 and E. Bennett ‘11 make
looking for the optimal meeting space and tim

Number of clubs: 72
Number of clubs run by student 
leaders: 60
Number of student leaders: 92
Number of Senior leaders: 59
Number of Junior leaders: 22
Number of Sophomore leaders: 11

Forty-three members of the class 
of 2013 responded to a Postscript 
survey about their involvement in 
extracurricular clubs. The above 
graph summarizes our fi ndings. 
It should be noted that all refer-
ences to “Freshmen” are of the 43 
surveyed students, and are consid-
ered representative of the whole.

What do you think of the clubs at school?

“There’s lots to choose from. There is 
something to fi t everyone’s interests. If 
there isn’t something you like, you can 
create a new club.” --Portia Boston ‘13

“I like the wide selection of clubs.” 
--Eavan Flanagan ‘13

26

16 16

44

16

23

14
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9

Percent of 
Freshmen

Which Clubs Are Most Popular?
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ub launches KIPP tutoring changes focus

and crafts for good causes Did you know about Did you know about 
these clubs?these clubs?

Bee Keeping

Chess Club

Amnesty International

CLIO
CLIO is a page turner of student 

written historical arguments free for 
the entire Upper School to read. The 
collection of writing is a historical 
journal fi led with term papers from 
9th -11th graders and comes out once 
at the end of the year. Although the 
magazine was not published last year, 
the editorial staff would typically 
meet half a dozen times in the fall 
term, review submissions, and help 
with essay authors on their papers.

This club harvests and markets 
honey crop from Park’s own hives 
of over 40, 000 bees. The group sells 
the honey they harvest at the carpool 
line in 3 different sized jars as well as 
making lip balm, candles, and other 
beehive-made products. Also, the club 
educates lower school students about 
the honeycomb harvesting process.

This club does not meet on a spe-
cifi c day, nor does it compete in com-
petitions, but its members are dedicat-
ed to the enjoyment of playing chess. 
With traveling plastic chess boards, 
students can be seen playing all over 
the school, both indoors and outdoors. 
The club is open to anyone who wants 
to play chess or would like to learn.

Amnesty International is a world-
wide organization that fi ghts for human 
rights. This club meets weekly to learn 
about current human rights violations 
and writes letters of concern to foreign 
governments concerning the injus-
tices. This year the club’s main focus, 
along with letter writing and spreading 
awareness, is to raise enough money 
to free an enslaved Nepalese girl and 
monitor her captor so he cannot par-
ticipate in the slavery trade anymore.

the upcoming year. She decided on the “Artsy 
Fartsy” club, coined by Feldman, her friend 
and co-leader, which focuses on creating and 
selling arts and crafts in order to benefi t the 
Ronald McDonald House and other charities. 

The club plans to make a variety of 
arts and crafts, including stringing, quilt-
ing, dream catchers, and more, while 
enjoying each others’ company. The 
goal is to sell its creations to the com-
munity with the profi ts going to a char-
ity that the members chose. Even further, 
Weinberg and Feldman hope to person-
ally deliver some of their art to the chil-
dren at the Ronald McDonald House.

“We hope [the club] is perceived as 
any other club would be,” Weinberg said. 
“We know the name is kind of funny, but 
we wanted it to catch people’s eyes.” The 
name was changed during the fi rst meet-
ing from Artsy Fartsy to Art From the 
Heart (AFH), in order to avoid any of-
fensiveness and encourage people to join.

AFH meets Fridays at G block. “We 
got a lot of people to sign up, now we 
just have to see if they show up,” Feld-
man said. “Anyone is welcome if they’re 
willing.” The two leaders hope that AFH 
will both excite Park students as well as 
benefi t the community and a good cause. 
“I’m really looking forward to getting 
close with the club members and hopeful-
ly taking a trip to the Ronald McDonald 
House in the near future!” Weinberg said. 

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
 ‘10 and L. Feldman ‘10 give the club instruc-

by Juliet Eisenstein ‘11
After seven years successfully 

teaching students at the KIPP: Ujima 
Middle School in Baltimore City, 
the Park School KIPP club has de-
cided to implement a slightly new 
style of tutoring at the charter school. 
Although there are not any major 
changes, this year the sessions will 
be more concentrated since Park 
students will tutor fewer subjects, 
only math and reading instead of 
science as well, to KIPP students to 
make the program tighter and more 
effi cient.  “We’re making our pro-
gram more focused and specialized,” 
KIPP co-leader Laura Edelman ’11 
said. Edelman, Molly Wassel ’10 
and Jeremy Winer ’10 lead the club. 

The program was changed to en-
sure that the KIPP students truly com-
prehend the subjects that Park tutors 
were helping with.  Edelman added, 
“Things were not necessarily going 
badly before, but we felt as though 
we could be getting more work done 
and make more of an infl uence if 
we structured the session more.”    
    Another tweak to the system will 
affect the beginning and end of each 
gathering. “We’re beginning each 
session with a small warm-up to 

build focus,” Wassel said, in order to calm 
the students down. These warm-ups will 
include academic activities, sometimes a 
game and other times a quick exercise, 
such as mad-minute math problems, word 
jumbles, crosswords, puzzles, and more. 
In the last 10 minutes of class, the session 
will change focus, and tutors will help 
their students with organization. “They’re 
learning not only good study skills but 
good organization skills,” said Edelman. 

Other news about KIPP includes the 
new lower school, KIPP: Harmony, 
that has been built down the block from 
KIPP: Ujima.  The new school was built, 
in essence, to give inner city kids the 
chance to start getting a valuable educa-
tion early on.  Because Park KIPP group 
has a strong relationship with KIPP: 
Ujima thus far, and there are only so 
many tutors available, they will continue 
to help out only in the middle school. 

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Leaders M. Wassel ‘10 and J. Winer ‘10 discuss plans for their upcoming tutoring 
sessions with KIPP students.  

photo by J. Eisenstein ‘11

candy and food, and hopefully this article 
will help too.” In addition, Bennett believes 
that spoken word might be the best way to 
attract members. “Telling people to come 
can actually go a long way,” Bennett said. 

The schedule of a typical day has yet to be 
decided by the club’s members. “How the club 
is run is going to be determined as time goes on, 
and as we get more members,” Naiman said. 

e plans for their new club.  The Science Club is 
e.  
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“It’s brown sugar water, really,” con-
fesses the executive to the cameraman and 
those watching at home. This is shortly fol-
lowed by a logo that states, “COCA COLA 
- It’s very famous.” This is what commer-
cials look like in an honest world, an alter-
nate reality where no one can lie. No one, 
that is, except Mark Bellison, a lecture 
writer who has fallen asleep in front of this 
commercial after another uninspiring day. 

In The Invention of Lying, Ricky Ger-
vais (of the British comedies The Offi ce 
and Extras) plays Mark, a sardonic schlub 
who involuntarily becomes an idol when 
he discovers the hidden power of lying. 

Mark discovers how to lie when he 

goes to the bank and tricks the teller into 
giving him a larger withdrawal than he 
has in his savings. From then on, he is 
like a kid in a candy store, pulling some 
amusing exploits that almost veer off into 
random, Family Guy-esque interludes. 
As expected, Mark’s new ability spirals 
out of control when he creates his own 
spin on monotheism (the 10 command-
ments scribbled on pizza boxes) in what 
was only an attempt to comfort his ailing 
mother. This is when it becomes clear 
that comparisons are being made be-
tween our world and Mark’s, and we see 
the place that falsehood can take in faith. 

Before any of that takes place, we see 
Mark on an uncomfortable fi rst date with 
Anna (Jennifer Garner). She is quick to 
let him know, in a curt, singsong way that 
she is not going sleep with him because 
he is way out of her league. The method 
in which she pursues this though, is what 
I found unappealing about Garner’s char-
acter. She is not necessarily honest; Anna 
just talks like she’s writing a thesis on her 
stuck-up opinions. For example, Anna 
says that she can’t “procreate” with Mark 
because their “offspring” would have 
“snub noses.” She reads like a shallow 
mad scientist. Anna’s character contrasts 
with their waiter Martin Starr of Freaks 

by Katelyn Greller ‘13

True thoughts about The Invention of Lying

and Geeks fame in this scene, who says 
deadpan, and much more naturally, that 
he is embarrassed by his job and Anna’s 
beauty only makes that harder. This also 
goes for other supporting actors, such 
as Tina Fey, Rob Lowe, Jeffrey Tambor 
and Louis C.K., who were convincing 
and witty even though speaking com-
pletely honestly isn’t a usual thing to see. 

Invention of Lying was a good fi lm 

with the right ratio of cute and intro-
spective. At times, the plot was slow 
and the dialogue felt improvised. There 
were hardly any clear jokes but mostly 
dry humor and nuanced changes in tone, 
which could be a nod to Gervais’ acting 
style on The Offi ce. Still, I would recom-
mend it to anyone who likes a thought-
ful, romantic, soft science fi ction com-
edy, which I know is a tall order to fi ll. photo courtesy impawards.com 

photo coutresy www.fi lmshaft.com
Anna (Jennifer Garner) and Mark (Rickey Gervais) ask for a table on one of their 
many dates in The Invention of Lying.

Ice cream is a staple of American food 
culture. No matter where one has been, an 
ice cream stop tends to make the outing 
complete. We live surrounded by heavy 
sundaes and mix-in creameries; this con-

sumption is the enemy of dieters and full 
of fat, sugar, and calories. For this rea-
son, non-fat frozen yogurt chains have 
become popular all around the country. 

Rather than spending time reading a 
fl avor packed menu, frozen yogurt shops 

narrow the choice down to three fl avors 
for you. Mr. Yogato, the fi rst of its kind 
in downtown Baltimore, has mastered 
this art. Located in Fells Point, this new 
frozen yogurt joint has already drawn a 
large crowd. Mr. Yogato provides two 
main fl avors, named with perfectly fi t-
ting adjectives: tangy and creamy. If this 
doesn’t satisfy your palate, one or two ad-
ditional fl avors are provided weekly. My 
fi rst visit to Mr. Yogato featured Stwaw-
bewwy Banana and Yango Maasango. 
The second time was Kiramel. I decided 
to stick to creamy and was pleasantly 
surprised to see an array of creative top-
pings. The basics such as peanut butter 
cups and Oreo pieces were options, but so 
were juvenile guilty pleasures like Cap-
tain Crunch, Fruity Pebbles, and toasted 
Mini-Eggos. If I had been daring, I could 
have even topped my yogurt with oddi-
ties like wheat germ, tim tams (Austra-
lian cookies), and li hing mui (a salty, 
dried Asian plum). A variety of exotic 
fruits are offered, as are toppings on the 
house such as olive oil, honey, and basil. 

Brightly colored chairs make Mr. Yo-
gato’s interior inviting. Located in the 
back is a room well equipped with hula-
hoops, arts and crafts supplies, and fi nger 

Mr. Yogato dishes out unique frozen yogurts
puppets for entertainment. Upbeat music 
plays from speakers and it wouldn’t be 
considered weird to break out into song 
or dance. In fact, these very actions could 
help you save money. Quirky signs ev-
erywhere list creative ways to receive 
discounts on your order. According to 
the Yogato Rulebook, “You can try your 
luck with a trivia question and get 10% 
off or added. If you can reenact the en-
tire 47-second Thriller dance, 20% is 
taken off. A fl avor is named after you if 
you buy yogurt for 30 consecutive days. 
If you can stump the owner Steve on 
trivia regarding Seinfeld or The Rock, 
10% is knocked off.” My favorite rule is 
that “anyone wearing a kickball uniform 
and has played hard (evidenced by dirt 
on their knees) will receive an automatic 
10% off yogurt.” This goofy and enter-
taining approach to a yogurt shop works 
extremely well here, but those who would 
rather keep it serious and get work done 
are welcome to use the shop’s free wifi .

Mr. Yogato is the perfect touch for a 
Fells Point block already packed with bars 
and boutiques. It is refreshing and satisfy-
ing. Who needs Phish Food from the con-
tainer when there is a cup of Saori’s cho-
co-delicious covered with Cookie Crisps?

by Ellie Kahn ‘12

photo by E. Kahn ‘12
Mr. Yogato, located in Fells Point, offers guests an inviting, and quirky atmosphere, 
as well as tasty desserts.  Patrons who re-enact the dance from Thriller earn a 20% 
discount.

As well as a healthy scoop of goofy entertainment 
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by Ashley Suan ‘13

Entertaining musical update of Fame worth a look

photo courtesy collider.com

Tasteful zombie movie
brings humor to genre

by Eskender McCoy ‘10

Demons and sex. That is the subject 
of the dark comedy/horror fi lm Jennifer’s 
Body. Starring Megan Fox and Amanda 
Seyfried, this movie has enough blood to 
fi ll a kiddy pool, and is pretty funny too. Di-
ablo Cody directs beautifully, and Fox and 
Seyfried give convincing performances.

After developing a crush on lead 
singer Nikolai Wolf (Adam Brody), shal-
low cheerleader Jennifer Check (Megan 
Fox) becomes entangled in an indie rock 
band’s botched sacrifi ce to Satan. She is 
then endowed with incredible powers, and 
an insatiable hunger for human fl esh. In 
order to quell her hunger, Jennifer feasts 
on and murders the town’s young men, 
and the only one who can stop her is her 
best friend, the nerdy Anita “Needy” Le-
snicki (Amanda Seyfried), who is armed 
with an intimate knowledge of the occult. 

A strength of the movie is its humor, 
which is fi lled with the requisite shallow-
ness and sometimes stupidity of Fox’s 
character Jennifer, and lots of sexual more-
than-innuendos. Everything that comes 
out of Megan Fox’s mouth (including the 
black vomit) could also be uttered by a 
drunk, perverted construction worker with 
meticulous knowledge of teen culture. 

This campy fl ick is not one for the kids. 
It will have you laughing, and then scream-
ing in horror and disgust. It will make you 
cringe when Jennifer regurgitates black 
fl uid onto the fl oor. Repeated stabbings 
associated with ritual sacrifi ce and sci-
ence teachers with prosthetic arms add to 

this effect. These scenes may make you 
fi nd Megan Fox less attractive, but a 
kissing scene involving the two starring 
actresses will make up for them. And if 
you dislike indie rock bands, this mov-
ie can help you channel your hatred.

The downside to this movie is that it 
has one major target audience, that be-
ing teenage boys. So if you are a teen-
age boy, you should defi nitely see this 
movie. If you aren’t a teenage boy, then 
you still might enjoy it. Megan Fox is 
not the only thing to love about Jen-
nifer’s Body. There is even a slightly 
deeper theme surrounding friendship, 
and how relationships can change when 
friends murder each other’s boyfriends. 
And make sure you stay for the credits.

Funny and disgusting: 
perfect for teenage boys
by David Agronin ‘13

Megan Fox  plays a blood-thirsty 
cheerleader in Jennifer’s Body.

photo courtesy page2live.com 

This might sound weird but Zom-
bieland is probably the most taste-
ful zombie movie I’ve ever seen 
(and I’ve seen many). I was pleas-
antly surprised that this post-apoc-
alyptic fi lm was supported more by 
its sense of humor than by its action. 

At the start of the fi lm, it’s been 
four months since patient zero, the 
fi rst human carrier of a mutated ver-
sion of mad cow disease, bit a coroner 
in the morgue. In a clever voiceover, 
Columbus (Jesse Eisenberg), a stu-
dent from Texas explains why, to his 
then-knowledge, he is the last human 
left alive. It all has to do with his list 
of “rules” for surviving what he calls 
“The United States of Zombieland”.

After a while he meets up with Tal-

lahassee (Woody Harrelson), a man ob-
sessed with fi nding the last Twinkies in 
existence, and Wichita (Emma Stone) 
and Little Rock (Abigail Breslin) a pair of 
con-artist sisters. They decide to travel to-
gether for safety and in an attempt to keep 
from getting involved personally they 
use their destinations instead of names. 

The zombie genre is cluttered with 
fi lms full of shambling monstrosities 
and hard-boiled zombie killers. So it’s 
nice to see a movie that doesn’t take it-
self even remotely seriously. Z-land was 
made with the similar humoristic intent 
as Shawn of the Dead, but shot differ-
ently.  Some of the humor and sexual 
innuendo seems juvenile, but when you 
put them in context, it works very well.

This is not a movie for the weak stom-
ached, however; Z-land is unashamedly 
violent. Many zombies have blood pouring 
out of their mouths after they take a can-
nibalistic bite of someone. And the liberal 
use of slow motion during dramatic mo-
ments results in blood spraying across the 
screen in crimson arcs. But unlike many 
zombie fl icks, there is not a zombie attack 
every fi ve minutes. Other than the opener 
and the fi nale, the fi ght scenes are spread 
out and usually only last two to three min-
utes, so as not to become monotonous. 

Overall, this is a very funny movie, but 
not one for everyone. If you fi nd the idea of 
a zombie getting clotheslined by a ukulele 
or fl attened by a piano hilarious, then this 
fi lm is for you. If you fi nd the image of a 
zombie taking a bite of a manwich gross…
maybe you should go see Whip It instead. 

photo courtesy impawards.com

Many children decide from an early 
age what they want to be when they 
grow up. While some don’t pursue their 
dream profession, others do all it takes 
to obtain it. Fame is the story of teen-
agers who are sure they want a profes-
sion in performing arts, and are work-
ing hard to make that dream a reality. 

This remake of the 1980 movie fol-
lows the lives of a group of teenag-
ers who attend the New York High 
School for the Performing Arts, from 
their entry auditions to graduation.

The cast consists mainly of young-
er actors who play the teenagers, but 
there are several adults in the cast. The 
teachers are played by Kelsey Gram-
mer, Megan Mullally, Charles Dut-
ton, Bebe Neuwirth, and Debbie Allen. 

Each has a huge impact on the 

plot, whether by opening up new op-
portunities for their students or by 
helping them realize that perform-
ing might not be the career for them. 

fi lm creates confusion. The plot jumps from 
character to character, sometimes spending 
only a few minutes on one and then 15 on 
another. After dramatic scenes, the movie 
jumps to new characters without conclud-
ing what happened in the previous scene.

While this movie is rated PG, it should 
have been rated PG-13. With scenes in-
volving alcohol and other themes inap-
propriate for young children, it is more 
suitable for a 13 and older audience. 

Overall, this movie is entertain-
ing for teens and adults alike. The 
new hip-hop score, spectacular danc-
ing, and a plot that will keep you inter-
ested all contribute to its appeal.  The 
twists and turns keep the audience en-
gaged all the way through the credits. 

Movie goers will leave with 
a new appreciation of what it 
takes to succeed as a performer.   

Denise Dupree (Naturi Naughton) 
is the most interesting of the teenag-
ers. She is an aspiring pianist who fi nds, 
with the help of her friends, that her real 
passion is singing. Against her parents’ 
wishes, Denise follows her new love of 
hip-hop and pop music and shows what 
it takes to become a successful singer. 

Naughton is the only actor who 
sings songs from the original movie. 
The former theme song of the mov-
ie was remade into a hip-hop ver-
sion to appeal to younger audiences. 

Two other characters of interest are 
on-and-off  couple Jenny Garrison (Kay 
Panabaker) and Marco (Asher Book). 
Jenny is training to become an actress, 
while Marco wants to be a singer. Book 
was well suited to play Marco. Panabaker, 
on the other hand, did not have the vocal 
qualities required to make her part shine. 

The movement between scenes of the 

Jennifer’s Body:
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At lunchtime the caf-
eteria has a hustle 

and bustle atmosphere that is 
reminiscent of a food court. 

The annex, or the dining 
area for Upper School students 
right outside of the cafeteria, 
has a dozen or so circular tables 
fi lled with students engrossed 
in conversations. The tile has 
recently been replaced and all 
of the walls and the ceiling are 
bright white. These tiles pro-
vide the annex with a newer 
look as opposed to the grungy 
feeling that it used to have, 
but the pure white of the room 
gives it an institutional feel. 

When you enter the cafete-
ria itself you see rectangular 
picnic style tables with bench-
es attached to them where 
younger and older students sit 
and enjoy their lunch break. 
The cafeteria was painted a 
few years ago with pastel col-
ors that give it a warmer feel. 

Step into the lunch line and 
you are greeted, by one of the 
many kind employees who 
work in the cafeteria, with, 
“Can I get anything started for 
you?” or “How are you do-
ing today?” and “What can I 

do for you?” On checking out 
you receive a  “Have a good 
day,” or some variation of 
that. Small kindness can really 
mean a lot to a student who 
may be having a tough day.

In the last couple of years, 
the cafeteria has increased its 
efforts to be offer healthier eat-
ing options for students and 
faculty alike. This new direc-
tion has greatly affected the hot 
food. It is a diffi cult task to rec-
reate a dish that is fried for in-
stance and make it healthy but 
it’s certainly not impossible. 

As an example, there are 
many different options to make 
a chicken breast healthier. One 
is grilling it instead of frying it. 
Another is pan-frying the chick-
en without battering it instead 
of deep-frying it with a bat-
ter. This is but one example of 
how to make a menu healthier 
while still maintaining quality.  

While the hot food can 
sometimes be a disappoint-
ment, the rest of the cafeteria’s 
food is pretty good. There are 
many options for sandwiches 
to get at the sandwich bar. 
You can choose from a vari-
ety of different meats ranging 
from roast beef to bologna and 
you also choose your cheese, 

toppings like lettuce, tomato, 
onions, peppers, and olives, 
and the condiments that you 
would like on your sandwich.  

I am also a fan of the salad 
bar where you have the option 
of romaine lettuce or mixed 
greens to make as the base of 
your salad. From there you can 
pick other toppings like grilled 
chicken, mushrooms, onions, 

peppers, and tomatoes and you 
can also choose from a number 
of different salad dressings. 

The soup that the cafeteria 
offers is usually savory and 
particularly nice to have in 
the winter. Sometimes though 
I fi nd it to be a bit too salty. 
This is very common in soup 
that is made in large quanti-
ties because commercial stock 

Cafeteria serves up healthier, costlier food 
by Nate Kaufman ‘10

is often used and these stocks 
are usually high in sodium. 

The cafeteria does a fi ne job 
making students and faculty 
good food, but in my mind they 
lose out on customers because 
of their prices and inconsis-
tent hot meals. One thing that 
I can’t deny is that the cafeteria 
has a bunch of hard working 
and friendly people at its helm.

photo by M. Gold ‘10

The cafeteria serves wide range of food from hot items, to deli options and a salad bar.  Healthier 
choices taste good, but have driven prices higher.

Theresa Rebeck’s Spike Heels opens Thursday
The fi rst play of the Park theater season 

is typically performed in November and is 
usually a musical. This year, however, the 
season will begin earlier with a student 
directed play—a full length one, at that. 

Spike Heels, written by former Park 
Resident Author Theresa Rebeck, is di-
rected by Seniors Ken Greller and Georgi 
McCauley. They are very excited about 
the performance this upcoming weekend.

The comedy follows the lives of 
four people, whose love lives become 
intertwined in an amusingly confus-
ing way. To fi nd out the details, you’re 
going to have to attend one of the per-
formances. The cast—though small—
consists of some of the top actors in the 
senior class: Maggie Casey, Geoff Lit-
tle, Ben Redgrave, and Maria Schwartz, 
so this play is not one to be missed. 
    “It’s a completely new endeavor for all 
of us,” said Greller. “The play is provoc-
ative, contemporary, and has a small cast, 
which demands more from the actors. 

by Michael Gold ‘10

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
Left: Spike Heels poster designed by Molly Wassel ‘10 advertises the upcoming 
show.  Above: G. Little ‘10 and M. Casey ‘10 rehearse a scene while Directors K. 
Greller ‘10 and G. McCauley watch the run-through.

It’s totally different from anything we’ve 
ever done before. We’re just as excited as 
you to see how it turns out,” he said.

Spike Heels opens Thursday, October 
22 at 7p.m. and will be performed again at 
8 p.m. Friday and Saturday. Tickets are on 
sale at the Upper School and front desks.
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The two meets against Calvert 
Hall and McDonogh had tough 
outcomes for the Boys’ Cross 
Country team.  Captains Kyle 
Long ’10 remained optimistic 
following the Calvert Hall race. 
“We might have lost, but we 
are continuing to improve,” he 
said. The way Head Coaches 
Paul Hulleberg and John Kes-
singer run practice, the team can 
expect to progress throughout 
the year. Each practice they will 
run anywhere from 5 to 8 miles, 
and on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays they do calisthenics.

Rebuilding is the focus for 
this season. Hulleberg is posi-
tive about this year, but knows 
that it will be tough to have as 
much success as the Bruins 
have had in a tough A confer-
ence. “We’re trying to hold our 
own this year, and rebuild for 
next year,” he said. While it is 

true that the team might face 
diffi culties this year, next year 
they will only be losing one se-
nior, Long, while the team will 
be returning Captain Jamie De-
Marco ’11, Brandon Keiser ’11, 

Justin Long ’12, Jack Califano 
’12, and Gabe Acheson ’12. Ad-
ditionally, runners from JV will 
continue to progress this season 
through hard varsity practices.

As the team looks forward, 

they can expect to have more 
tough challengers, as meets 
with Archbishop Curley and 
Mount St. Joseph loom in the 
later part of their rigorous 

schedule. If the Bruins contin-
ue to progress at their current 
rate, then the team will have a 
great chance to show that this 
is more than a rebuilding year.

Boys’ Cross Country undergoes rebuilding
by Drew Goldfarb ‘12

photos by R. Shapiro ‘10

Left: The Boys’ Cross Country team starts its race against Mc-
Donogh and Calvert Hall September 22.  Right: K. Long ‘10 and J. 
DeMarco ‘11 make their way to the fi nish line.

Top players in the NFL wear skirts of protection
by Michael Ginsburg ‘12

Sports Commentary

Lloyd Fox/Baltimore Sun/MCT 
Baltimore Ravens Terrell Suggs forces a fumble as New England Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady tries to pass in third-quarter action. 

After experiencing my fi rst Patriots 
game in Foxborough, I learned that the 
fans resemble star quarterback Tom Bra-
dy well; they’re all whiners. They com-
plain the second anything doesn’t go their 
way and start yelling for a penalty when 
one of their players is barely touched. The 
referees seemed of the same mind, as they 
called two unnecessary roughing the pass-
er penalties that resulted in touchdowns. 

New rules made in the offseason moved 
the league to protect the star quarterbacks, 
while taking wins away from teams who 
continue to play aggressive football.

Ravens players, known for their physi-
cal style of play, were disgusted by the 
quality of offi ciating. “[It was] embar-
rassing, terrible,” were words used by 
star linebacker Ray Lewis and safety Ed 
Reed to describe the quality of offi ciating. 

Two questions that surfaced after the 
game were: was the NFL protecting its 

marquee players, and were the Ravens 
being over-scrutinized due to their reputa-
tion of having a very aggressive style of 
play on defense. On the subject of being 
targeted for having an aggressive defense, 
Head Coach John Harbaugh said, “I sure 
hope not. That goes back to the credibil-
ity of the league and the credibility of the 
game. I know Joe Flacco got hit fi ve dif-
ferent times during the game hard, and 
there was one call. Tom Brady didn’t get 
hit fi ve times - and we wanted him to be 
hit more - but when he sort of got hit, it 
was called. That goes to the credibility.” 
Through their four games, the Ravens 
have been called for roughing the passer 
four times; while there have only been a 
total of 22 throughout the entire league, 
accounting for roughly 20 percent of 
the league’s roughing the passer calls.

The other reason was that the NFL 
is protecting its key players. Brady, 
known for his heroics in late game situ-
ations, is one of the top quarterbacks 
in the league. In 2008, Brady was the 
second highest paid quarterback in the 
league, only trailing Peyton Manning. 

Additionally, Brady missed nearly 
all of last season with a torn ACL and 
MCL suffered in the fi rst quarter of their 
week one game against the Kansas City 
Chiefs. The injury was a result of Chiefs 
Safety Bernard Pollard continuing to at-
tempt to tackle Brady after falling to the 
ground. Pollard grabbed for Brady’s leg 
and pulled causing the injury. Conse-

quently, the NFL created a rule to protect 
quarterbacks that states, “A rushing de-
fender is prohibited from forcibly hitting 
in the knee area or below a passer who 
has one or both feet on the ground, even 
if the initial contact is above the knee.”

The NFL is making sure that they 
protect their players by making it more 
diffi cult to injure star players. Though 
it’s not bad to make injuries less likely, 
the calls in the game were ridiculous. 
When Ravens’ Defensive Lineman Ha-
loti Ngata barely brushes Brady’s hel-
met or Linebacker Terrell Suggs grazes 
Brady’s leg and Brady gives a perfor-
mance worthy of an Oscar, they shouldn’t 
be called for roughing the passer. 

“Tom Brady is good enough to make his 
own plays. Let him make the play. When 
you have two great teams that are going 
at it, let them go at it. Both of their touch-
down drives had personal fouls that kept 
drives alive. Did that win or lose the game? 
No, but it got them 14 points,” said Lewis.

Roughing the passer is a penalty that is 
meant for when the quarterback is hit hard 
late. The NFL’s special treatment of quar-
terbacks is ludicrous. Rule changes are 
never made after running backs or wide 
receivers have their legs taken out from 
under them. The NFL needs to protect 
their players when they need protecting, 
but no one was ever injured when their 
faced was brushed or leg slightly grazed.

Alex Elias ‘11 contributed to this article.
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Coming out of a strong 2008 sea-
son, the Boys’ JV Soccer team is 
working dilligently to repeat its success. 

Last year, the Bruins made it to the 
semi-fi nals where they played St. Paul’s. 
The game came down to penalty kicks, 
and Park ended up losing the game by 1. 
“Right now we are 1-0-2, but I think at 
this point in the season, we could easily 
be 3-0,” Captain Jake Abrams ’12 said.  
The other captains are Michael Cun-
ningham ’11 and Drew Goldfarb ’12. 

Although they lost key starters, they 
gained 14 talented freshmen. They’ve al-
ready had a huge impact, scoring fi ve out of 
six goals. “They have been working really 
hard and are going to be a key if we want 
to win a championship,” said Goldfarb. 

In its fi rst conference game, the team de-
feated St. Vincent Pallotti 4-0. The Bruins 
got off to a quick start when Nathan Ran-
drianarivelo ’12, scored from 25 yards out.  

Freshmen Matt Roberts and Eric Sussman 
scored one and two goals, respectively. 

The Bruins’ most recent game was 
against the Glenelg Dragons. The game 
was close, and Park missed many op-
portunities.  The team held onto the 
ball too long, and often had open shots 
that missed the goal. The game came 
down to double-overtime. Although 

Every summer, Athletic Directors 
from all members of the Maryland Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) 
meet for their annual summer work-
shop. At the workshop, they discuss 
what happened during the year, what 
went well, and what could be improved.

One of the largest decisions that 
was made at this year’s workshop 
was to eliminate Junior Varsity and 
Freshman/Sophomore playoffs.  From 
now on, the team with the best regular-
season record will be declared the 
outright champion, and will receive 
a conference championship plaque. 

“I supported JV playoffs at the con-
ference,” Park Athletic Director Ridge 
Diven said. Four years ago, a move sim-
ilar to this was made to get rid of Girls’ 
JV playoffs. Abolishing something 
like this requires a vote from all of the 
Athletic Directors (ADS). Surprisingly, 
some of the powerhouse A-conference 
schools supported the change, while 
other schools strongly opposed it. 

The change was made for three 
reasons. First and foremost, some 
athletic directors questioned the im-
portance of JV playoffs; second, 
non varsity sports exist mostly for 
player development, not for inter-
scholastic competition; fi nally, budget 
was a minor concern of the MIAA. 

Reactions of members of the com-
munity have been overwhelmingly 
negative. Max Berner ’12 was a mem-
ber of last year’s JV soccer and Fresh/
Soph basketball team, and is currently 
a member of this year’s JV soccer 
team. His stance has not wavered. 
“The lack of playoffs takes away 
that motivation and drive at the end 
of the season,” Berner said. “When I 
look back on the season, it will seem 
as though something was missing.” 

Park alumnus, Mickey Abrams ’79, 
parent of a current JV athlete also re-
acted strongly. “It’s a disappointment 
because there’s a certain amount of 
excitement you get from the playoffs 
that won’t be there anymore,” he said.

“I understand people will be un-
happy,” said Diven in response to the 
reactions, “but let’s just look at the 
positives.  The decision is reversible if 
it happens to not work out, and for now, 
every game is important,” he said. In 
the end, although some are disappoint-
ed, teams will need to work around this 
change and fi nd a way to cope with it. 

MIAA strips 
playoffs 
from Boys’
JV season
by Michael Ginsburg ‘12

the team made a strong late push, they 
couldn’t score and the game ended in a tie. 

Team members are confident in 
their abilities. “We think we have a 
good shot at making a strong run in 
our conference,” said Abrams. Their 
next six games are against the tough-
est opponents in the conference and the 
team hopes to continue their success.  

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
P. Gerald ‘13 fi ghts for the ball against Glenelg Dragon while M. Bucholz runs to his 
aid September 30.

by Michael Ginsburg ‘12

Freshmen bolster Boys’JV Soccer team 

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10

Wins no indication of quality for JV Hockey
by Aiden Piper ‘11

The Girls’ JV Field Hockey team’s 
record certainly does not reflect how 
well the Bruins have been playing, espe-
cially with a recent 4-1 loss to McDonogh.

Though the game resulted in defeat, 
McDonogh had previously destroyed 
Friends School 10-0, a team the Bruins 
beat.  Everyone was excited by how well 
the team played. “Our offense was great,” 
said Junior goalie Lindsey Moskow-
itz. “We didn’t let them get ahead too 
much, and scoring a goal was fantastic.”  

The team has been working hard 
this season, running more, and focus-

ing on set plays and communication. 
The Bruins are more competitive this 

year with a record of 2-5-1. “This is my 
fourteenth year of coaching JV fi eld hock-
ey, and this is one of the most competitive 
teams I’ve coached,” Head Coach Robin 
Cardin-Lowe ’84 said.  “We’re having 
legitimate games, not just holding on.”

With a solid defense, and consis-
tent improvement, the second half of 
the season is looking bright.  “For a 
JV team, I don’t evaluate by wins and 
losses,” said Lowe. “I evaluate by how 
the girls are moving forward.  I’m 
very proud of how they’re playing.”

R. Hettleman ‘13 warms up before their 
game vs. John Carroll September 30.

This year’s Girls’ Cross Country team 
is off to a fresh start with a rejuvenated 
sense of purpose. The 13-member team, 
the largest in a decade, is comprised of fi ve 
returning members and eight new ones. 

“It’s nice to have so many new people 
involved who are quite good,” said Cap-
tain Suzy Yaster ’10. The team has been 
a serious competitor in the IAAM A con-
ference this season with a record of 8-7.                 

The girls are also hoping to claim 
their fi rst winning season in many years. 
With so many dedicated runners, the 
team is off to a great start. “The season 
is going better than usual,” Captain 
Maggie Casey ’10 said. “We are bond-
ing as a team and have a solid group of 
runners who have been working really 
hard, especially the freshmen,” she said.

In practice, the girls run an average 
of one and a half miles, working on 
various skills such as hill practice and 
breathing exercises.  Each member has 
now gained the confi dence and strength 
to run three miles. “So far cross country 
has been a challenge but it is very self 
satisfying,” said Maddy Riorda ’13. 

Coach Kent Walker is very optimistic 
about this year’s team. “They should 
be proud of their achievements and 
I am confident that they will contin-
ue to improve.” In addition, Walker is 
pleased with the leadership of the veterans. 

“Kent is amazing,” said Yaster.  “He 
is really encouraging and excited about 
the future of the team.” The combina-
tion of devotion, spirit, and a deep team 
unity are key factors in what could po-
tentially be a very successful season. 

by Hannah Sibel ‘13

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10

Girls’ X Country poses serious threat

Cross Country team members M. Riorda 
‘13 and Z.  Ramazankyzy ‘11 get in extra 
practice by participating in the Habitat 
5k Run.
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Girls’ Soccer beset by unusual number of injuries 
by Daniel Stern ‘12

When asked if injuries had made 
an impact on his team, Rob Piper, 
one  of  the  coaches  of  the  2009 
Girls’ Varsity Soccer Team, laughed. 
“Well, that’s an understatement,” he 
said. “Injuries have decimated us.  

While nobody would argue that 
injuries should shoulder all of the blame 
for the team’s winless in-conference 
start ,  ‘decimated’ certainly seems 
to be an applicable term to describe 
the Bruins’ starting lineup, down six 
regulars due to injury by October 2.

We hope to get some of our players 
back really soon, Piper said. t' just been 
a very bizarre season of injuries. Two 
of our three captains are injured, Lucie 
[Weinberg '10] and Adrienne [Tarver '10].

 In the IAAM, the regular season is 
used only to determine playoff seeding. In 
other words, everyone makes the playoffs. 
“We’re hopeful that Lucie will be back 
in time for the playoffs,” Piper said. 
“Adrienne’s injury is a whole different 
thing. We really have no knowledge of the 
severity or extent of her injury. We just 
have to wait and hope that she’ll be ready.” 

 Aiden Piper '11, one of the team's 
defenders, was enjoying a stellar individual 
season before an injury sidelined her 
as well. It's always awful to be injured, 
especially to be one of so many girls 

that are injured, but we just have to 
work through it, A. Piper said. By score, 
you wouldn't think that we're doing 
so great; our record isn't the best. But 
as a team, we've been working really 
hard and meshing in all areas; everyone 
knows how they want to improve 
and technically, from top to bottom, 
we've gotten a lot stronger,” she said. 

 One positive outcome from the 
number of injuries is the maturation 
of the team’s younger players. “The 
silver lining here,” Piper said, “is that 
a lot of younger players are getting 
important in-conference minutes. The 
experience of those players will certainly 
help us as a program down the road.” 

On Brown and White Day, a winded 
Bruins team fell at the hands of Garrison 
Forest School, losing 3-0. The loss was 
encouraging because of the performance 
of  the  team’s  younger  members .  

A day earlier, the group scored its 
fi rst in-conference goal in a losing effort 
against Roland Park Country School. The 
team found the goal to be encouraging, 
proving that they had the ability to get on 
the scoreboard against quality opponents. 

Rebecca Kolodner ‘13 was expected to 
contribute this season but has so far been 
hampered by an injury that has kept her out 
of most of the squad’s games. Kolodner 
is one of the players that is anticipated 
to make an impact on the team down the 
road, whether it comes in the playoffs this 

year, or when she takes an upperclassman 
leadership role in a few seasons. 

“I, and I know all of us younger players, 
have been learning from people who are 
going to graduate this year and next year. 
We as a team can take that advice and do 
well with it. In the next few years, if we can 
avoid injuries, we can improve and become 
a hard team to stop,” Kolodner said. 

With Arianna Strome ’12 already 
starting in goal and young players like 
Kolodner, Tess Savage ’12 and Emily 
King ’12 getting significant playing 
time, the team should have a good 
nucleus in the years to come. Still, for 
Piper and the 2009 Girls’ Varsity Soccer 
Team, the leaders are the oldest players. 

“I’ve been most impressed this season 
with the resilience of my seniors,” Piper 
said. “They’re among those who’ve been 
injured, but all of them, Lucie, Mariama 
[Eversley ‘10], Georgi [McCauley ‘10] 
and Adrienne, have really supported the 
team and the younger players. They’ve 
provided good guidance on how to work 
through adversity, on and off the fi eld, and 
respond to the diffi culties that we face.” 

Piper has just one request of his 
team and of the Park community. “Be 
patient. Down the line, the patience 
and effort that the coaches, fans and 
players put into this season, regardless 
of its result, will prove helpful in our 
bid for a championship later on.”

by S. Cornblath ‘10
A. Hohman ‘11 tries to regain possession of the ball from a St. John’s Viking Sep-
tember 23. 

This year’s Varsity Tennis team 
has enjoyed a great season. The 
team boasts a record of 9-1 and the 
girls are continuing to get better.

 “Our coaches are amazing and 
the team is the strongest it has ever 
been,” said Captain Jenn Swirnow 
’10.  The Bruins dominated in 
every match against Glenelg 
and came out with a 5-0 victory. 

Captain Sofia Macht ‘10 
has played some great matches 
this year, and Juliet Eisenstein 
‘11 has been very strong as 
the number one singles player. 

“Great assets to this year’s team 
have been the three Freshmen, 
Shira Cohen, Elizabeth Kuntz, 
and Ashley Suan who have all 
been playing phenomenally,” said 
Assistant Coach Betty Medalie.  

Cohen has gone undefeated 
this season.  Although there 
have been a number of absences 

due to illness, the team has still 
come out with many victories.

The only loss the team has 
encountered this season came 
against tough opponent Mc-
Donough. The fi nal score was a 
disappointing 1-4. Cohen, who 
plays the number two singles, 

was the only match won against 
McDonogh, but there were a 
couple of other very close games. 

The varsity tournament be-
gan October 16 McDonogh 
where all B conference schools 
came together to play individual 
matches based on their seeds.  

Tennis heads to tournament 
after almost-perfect season
by Reid Danels ‘13

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Number one singles player J. Eisenstein ‘11 hits the ball back to 
Oldfi elds opponent October 6.

photo by A. Sussman ‘10

A. Himmelrich ‘11 practices her 
forehand October 6.

The Girls’ JV Tennis 
team has been working hard 
throughout the season; how-
ever, they have not been 
able to play in many games. 
The problem is the limited 
number of schools that can 
field a JV Tennis squad.

Regardless of the lack of 
competition, the girls make 
up an excellent team with 
strong players throughout 
the lineup. Some key play-
ers this year include doubles 
partners Andie Himmelrich 
’11 and Julia Kaufman ’12. 
“They complement each 
other well and are a hard 
team to beat,” said Emma 
Kandel-Krieger ’10.  The 
pair defeated a strong Mc-
Donogh team September 10. 
Other strong players include 
Freshmen Jordyn Saltzman 

and Molly Tucker who make 
up another doubles pair. “Molly 
and Jordyn are both aggressive 
players.  They work really hard 
in practice and it shows in their 
matches,” said Kandel-Krieger.  

Although JV Tennis does not 
have many opponents, the team 
is still able boast a solid record. 
The team is well prepared for 
the rest of their season and is 
strengthening the tennis program.  

by Reid Danels ‘13

JV Tennis searches 
for competition
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Games to 
watch
October 20:
Varsity Field Hockey at 
Maryvale, 4:00
Girls’ Varsity Soccer vs. 
Bryn Mawr, 4:00
Varsity Tennis semifi -
nals at McDonough, 
4:00
Boys’ Cross Country vs. 
St. Joseph’s, 4:00

October 23:
Boys’ Varsity Soccer at 
St. Paul’s, 4:00
Boys’ Cross Country at 
St. Paul’s, 4:00

October 28:
Girls’ Cross Country 
championship race, 
3:00

Games of 
the month
October 2:
Boys’ Varsity Soccer 
played St. Paul’s and 
defeated the Crusad-
ers 3-1.
Girls’ Varsity Soccer 
scored their fi rst goal 
of the season at RPCS.
Girls’ Varsity Tennis 
beat St. Paul’s 3-2.

October 5:
Varsity Field Hockey 
tied Friends School in 
overtime 0-0.
Boys’ JV Soccer domi-
nated St. Vincent Pal-
lotti 6-1.

October 8:
Varsity Tennis swept 
John Carroll 5-0.

October 9:
Boys’ Varsity Soccer 
beat Severn 2-0.

Inconsistencies plague Varsity Soccer
by Alex Katz ‘10

After years of chasing an 
elusive championship, this 
year the Boys Varsity Soccer 
team looks to have a chance. 

Leading the team are senior 
captains, and four-year players, 
Jonathan Hettleman, Andrew 
Duberg, and Nick Ryugo. Along 
with coaches Lucky Mallonee 
’62, and Roger Seidenman 
’85, these three lead a team of 
mostly seniors, which has been 
both an asset and a liability. 

“This team hasn’t fi gured out 
quite which way they would like 
to go,” Mallonee said. “This is 
most of the guys’ last chance to 
play soccer, or any sport for their 
school team, and they want this 
experience to be the most memo-
rable it can be. However, because 
there are so many seniors who see 
little or no playing time and feel 
that since they aren’t contributing 
in games, they don’t need to bust 
their butts in practices,” he said.

Averaging just one goal per 
contest, scoring has been the big-
gest struggle for the 3-3-1 Bruins. 
If the team cannot get the offense 
moving, it could face problems 
as the season progresses. This is 
one of the more evenly matched 
conferences the MIAA has seen. 
With no clear favorite in any 
game, the league is wide open. 

“The conference is very even-
ly matched,” Hettleman said. 
“While we know that we can 
beat anybody in the league, we 
know that we can also lose to 
any team in the conference on a 
given day.” New to the MIAA B 
conference this year is St. Paul’s 
School, which moved down from 
the A conference this season. “St 
Paul’s has come out very strong 
and has shown the ability to run 
away with victories in a domi-
nating fashion,” Hettleman said.

Though offense has proven 
diffi cult for Park, the team relies 
on a strong defense to carry them 
through games. Sweeper Forrest 
Carroll ’10 and goalkeeper Het-
tleman command a stingy defense 
alongside Duberg, Nick Sangiamo 
’10 and Emmett Freedman ’11. 

As the season reaches its mid-
point, the Bruins have already 
endured a few hardships. Park 
played one of the best weeks of 
soccer this season, downing tra-
ditional powers Friends School 
and Boys’ Latin in the same 
week, but after the Boy’s Latin 
game, an altercation between 
Duberg and a group of raucous 
Boy’s Latin fans left Duberg sus-
pended for the following game 
against a strong Annapolis Area 
Christina School team. Making 
matters worse, star midfielder 
Ryugo was inactive due to illness.

After the teams battled, Park 
was forced to accept a 2-1 defeat. 
With both Duberg and Ryugo 
back in the lineup, Park traveled 
to new rival Glenelg Country 
School. Again Park fell short, 
this time in overtime, losing 1-0.

The Bruins were able to stop 
the bleeding with their strongest 
win of the season, squaring off 
against the fi rst place St. Paul’s 
Crusaders October 2. In the fi rst 
15 minutes, Arthur Sonnenfeld 
‘10 scored two quick goals with 
a third coming from Andrew 
Patterson ‘11 minutes later. St. 
Paul’s struggled to pierce the 
Bruin defense and was held 
scoreless until a free kick at 

the end of the game. The domi-
nant performance over a highly 
skilled St. Paul’s team shows 
that a bright future is ahead.

With the playoffs looming, the 
Bruins need to fi nd themselves 
and increase production in order 
to challenge teams like AACS, 
St. Vincent Palotti, and St. Paul’s 
so that for the fi rst time in over a 
decade, Boys’ Soccer can hang 
a banner in the Athletic Center. 

“We absolutely have all the 
necessary weapons we need to 
make something real out of this 
season,” said Duberg, “We just 
need to decide how we’re going 
to use them. I’m very excited for 
the second half of our season.”

photo by A. Sussman ‘10

A. Sonnenfeld dribbles past an alumnus during their Homecom-
ing game on October 2.

Varsity Field Hockey improving steadily
by Aiden Piper ‘11

The Girls’ Varsity Field Hock-
ey team has been playing well, 
with two recent wins over John 

Carroll and rival Friends School.  
The Bruins are ecstatic with their 
progress, and are working hard 
each practice to improve consis-

tently.  “We started off insecure, 
we were a new team and had a 
lot of things to learn.  But we 
learned quickly, and I’m proud of 
how fast we’re improving,” said 
Senior Captain Maria Schwartz

An important contribution to 
the team’s success is their close-
ness.  “I feel the team this year 
has more chemistry,” said Kayla 
Franze ’11. “We play as a collec-
tive team more.”  The team also 
has a range of skilled players, 
from talented freshmen to a de-
pendable sophomore goalie and 
strong midfielders.  The wide 
variety of members balance the 
team and the Bruins are able to 
trust each other on the fi eld.  “Yen 
Baker (’13) is without hesitation 
[one of the strongest players].  
Kayla is also really strong in the 
circle,” said Schwartz.  Franze 
also attributes the teams’ recent 
victories to Sophomore goalie 

Maddi Wyda. “She’s going to 
play a big role in our success 
as a team this year,” she said.

The team is also working to 
improve their play, particularly 
communication and conditioning.  
The coaches have incorporating 
more cardio work into this sea-
son.  “Teams we face are going 
to be blown away by how much 
we’ve improved,” said Schwartz.

Looking forward to the second 
half of the season, Head Coach 
Kara Hickok ’95 said, “I am hop-
ing to see a more balanced game, 
and hope to play tighter defense 
and more aggressive offense.”

Though the team may have 
had a slow start to the season, 
they continue to feel optimistic, 
and practice hard.   “It isn’t the 
individual people who make the 
season,” said Franze, “it’s the 
team.  I’m looking forward to 
see how this team does this year.”

photo by R. Shapiro ‘10
E. Breiter ‘10 drives the ball down the fi eld after a Quaker pen-
alty October 5.


