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US promotes
activities
by Michael Roswell ’07

photo by J. Harbold
Lower School teachers Jenny Harbold and Linda Halpert organized a Septermber 11 fundraiser for Katrina victims. The yard
sale/bake sale/car wash, with the help of the upper school student government and a slew of volunteers, raised a total of $8,500. Two
hundred backpacks were also donated to the Salvation Army for distribution to evacuees at Du Burns Arena.

Upper School approves government
program to unite student body
by Rachel Kutler ’06

The results are in from the September 15 vote, and Operation 66 is a go. Passed by just a majority two-thirds of the
Upper School, the Student Government initiative endeavor
to unite the student body.
Operation 66 is a color-war-like challenge in which the
Upper School will be randomly split among eight teams.
Team members will strive to earn a total of 200 points by
attending athletic games and musical and theatrical performances, and for winning events at any of four field days set
for the end of each quarter. Field day activities may include
three-on-three basketball, chess, and Pictionary. In between
field days, participants will record points on the team’s scoreboard when they attend a point-worthy event.
Once a team accumulates 200 points, the entire Upper
School, rather than a single team, will receive a Student
Government-sponsored reward. Rewarding the whole school
rather than a single winner addresses the most prevalent

concern students raised at an assembly and by e-mail. A
number of people commented that competition is contrary
to the philosophy and does not promote unity. The final
purposal addressed the rewards change, stating that, “this
is to eliminate possible animosity that could be created by
creating rewards for one team instead of all of them. At the
same time, teams can push themselves to be the first to reach
the goal.”
The Student Council, which consists of President Kyle
Tarver ’06, Vice President Ben Leighton ’06, Treasurer Allie
Brandt ’06, and Secretary Carrie Young ’07 devised the idea
of Operation 66 at the end of last year and over the summer
as a mechanism for building build student cohesion. “Our
purpose is to unite students and have more people attend and
support school events,” said Young.
“I think if students get behind it and participate in the spirit
in which it was intended, minimizing competition and maximizing a community-minded spirit—then I’m optimistic,”
said Upper School Principal Mike McGill.

Last year, the schedule review committee
pondered a major complaint about the current schedule: students were misusing their X
and G-Blocks. This year, the conversation has
continued. “By and large, I and most faculty
members believe X and G-Blocks are not being
taken advantage of,” said Upper School Principal Mike McGill in a recent interview. Some
have suggested eliminating part of the free time,
but other solutions include requiring a minimal
level of participation in activities. This, however, according to McGill, could weaken the
activities rather than strengthen them.
Already, the faculty has set out to push for
change by showing the underclassmen “why this
stuff is as important as class,” said McGill. In a
speech to the ninth grade early this year, McGill
read from senior essays urging students not to
make the mistake of failing to get involved. The
topic of X-Blocks and what non-Parksingers do
with their G-Blocks has had a prominent spot on
the agenda of recent faculty meetings. The administration is in the process of creating a roster,
which it will distribute to advisors to help them
see who is participating in what activities. It
will then send a letter home to parents highlighting the importance of committing some X-Block
and G-Block time to activities. In addition, the
schedules distributed to students at the start of
each quarter will include activity blocks, further
“underscoring their importance to the student
eye,” said McGill.
The faculty’s thinking “didn’t get as far
as changing the schedule” and nobody has a
clear idea of what those hypothetical changes
might entail. McGill would view changing the
schedule or requiring that students take part in
activities as a failure. He stated vehemently, “I
hate ever catering to, or making decisions according to the lowest common denominator, as
the faculty felt it was forced to do with Immersion Week.” At the same time, “the continued
abuse of the freedom built into the schedule
won’t be accepted.”
The implications of McGill’s comments are
clear. Rather than requiring a minimum of committed time or eliminating extra blocks, thus
reducing opportunities for the most involved,
more students would, of their own volition,
spend more time doing more varied things during X and G-Blocks. This movement would
prevent any curtailing of student freedoms or
any changes to the schedule.

Class of 2006 skates into its final year at Park
by Naomi Jacobs ’06

Taking a short break from an intense workload, the senior
class hopped onto two yellow school buses September 16 and
headed for Putty Hill Skate Land for a day of bonding.
Senior Off-Campus Day, sometimes called Senior Retreat, provided a chance for the Class of 2006 to be together
outside of school and reflect on the senior projects program
which, according to Class Adviser John Roemer, is their
“final exam.”
Once at the rink, skating began in earnest. Those who
brought their own rollerblades zoomed around or danced
easily. Others fell more often than not, and most moved in
groups, holding each other upright. Senior Jackie Black observed, “I thought that it was fun despite my minor injuries

and we actually did ‘bond’ as a grade. And I love our grade.
You can quote me on that.”
Although some of the soccer team chose not to participate
in the skating at the request of their coach, they still had the
opportunity to dance in the middle of the roller rink. The
class also took time to elect its senators for the year.
Summing up the day, Anna Lippe ’06 said, “It was a great
bonding experience because we all skated together and
unleashed our inner child.... After all, we are products of
the 80’s.” This day of leisure was a chance to relax before
college application deadlines roll around. It was also an opportunity to show the faculty and administration that students
can indeed live up to the philosophy’s expectations to act as
mature adults. As much as one can on roller skates, that is.

photo by A. Brandt ’06
Seniors, A. Gold, J. Savage, R. Brown, M. Irwin
roll a senior fly by at Skateland.
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Foreign students experience
a different culture at Park
American Field Service students Marika Svennblad, Guillermo
Cunningham, come to Upper School from Finland, Argentina
photos by S. McCoy ’06

by Liz Gauvey-Kern ’07

Several weeks before school
began, Marika Svennblad and
Guillermo Cunningham each made
their way through the crowds at
customs and immigration and out
the glass sliding doors of BWI.
Stepping out into the state of Maryland, this was their first time in the
U.S., and they would be spending
the next year here speaking only
their second language.
Each greeted by their host families, Svennblad and Cunningham
were brought back to their “homes
away from home.” Cunningham is
staying at the Hulleburg house with
Paul Hulleburg, Middle School
music teacher, his wife Dawna
Cobb, and students Anders ’07 and
Lucas ’09. Svennblad is staying
with Ada Sonnenfeld ’08, and her
parents Michael Sonnenfeld and
Betty Symington.
They both arrived here through
the AFS Intercultural Program,
Svennblad from Finland and
Cunningham from Argentina.
Svennblad is from Helsinki, the
capital of Finland.

Missing home
Back home Svennblad attended
high school and studied kickboxing
for years, though a recent injury
has made her wary of returning to
the sport. When asked if there was
anything she missed about Finland
she replied, in a longing tone, that
she misses the bread, the thick and

grainy homemade Finnish bread.
Now she is enrolled in classes at
Park, is a team-member on the JV
field-hockey team, and has only the
choices of wheat, white or rye.
Cunningham is from Argentina,
a country best known perhaps, for
its mountains whose peaks reach
high up through the clouds. These
mountains are some of the tallest in
the world. After graduation, Cunningham is interested in pursuing
a career in drawing. Commenting on what he misses, he spoke
about how Argentinean culture

encourages a more relaxed way
of life. For example, the hours of
his old school in Argentina were
7:30 to 12:30, and for the rest of
the day there was more time just
to visit friends and family. Now,
Cunningham is a Cross Country
team-member, and is enrolled in a
full day of classes, 8:30 to 3:00.

Student exchange program
The AFS Intercultural Program,
which brought Svennblad and
Cunningham to Park, is one of the
largest community-based volunteer
organizations. Through its
international student exchange program it brings
students together in the hope
of building a more just and
peaceful world. Its primary
goal is not simply to improve
students’ language skills,
but, to build lasting bonds
through interaction between
people and their nations.
Describing the program,
Jacque Delors, the Chairman of the International
Commission of Education
for the Twenty-first Century,
said “…while education is an
ongoing process of improving knowledge and skills,
it is also – perhaps primarily – an exceptional means
photos by R. Kutler ’06 of bringing about personal
M. Svennblad ’06 (top) and G. Cundevelopment and building
ningham ’07 (bottom) have joined the relationships among individUpper School for the academic year.
uals, groups and nations.”

Rina Foygel and Jeff Jennings are new to the math and sciece
departments, respectively.

Foygel, Jennings join
Upper School faculty
by Tony DeMarco ’08

Irina Foygel and Jeffrey Jennings are this year’s new
additions to the Upper School faculty. Foygel is teaching
mathematics classes CMIC IIA, CMIC III, and AP Calculus
AB. Jennings has taken over sections of Biology and AP
Environmental Sciences in the science department.
This is Foygel’s first formal teaching job although she
taught at a summer program in Providence, Rhode Island.
Last year Jennings taught at Punahou, an independent school
in Hawaii. Jennings is entering his eighth year as a teacher.
Jennings has experience coaching both Junior Varsity and
Varsity soccer, and will be coaching eighth grade soccer here.
Foygel will be teaching dance during her spare time.
Both teachers are alumni of Ivy League schools: Foygel
went to Brown, and Jennings attended University of Pennsylvania. They both enjoy outdoor activities such as hiking.
He also likes bicycling and skiing. Foygel, on the other hand,
loves movies, knitting, reading, and cooking.
Jennings took his love of biking to a new level, and rode
across the country. He found that the experience was very
rewarding. “It was great. I met lots of strangers that would
feed you dinner and give you a bed without any questions.”
In addition he has hiked 400 miles of the Pacific Coast Trail,
and 150 miles in Vermont.
Thus far Foygel has been enjoying Park. She thinks that
the school is very welcoming and has a beautiful campus.
Impressed with the student body, she thinks “the students
are friendly and involved.” She was surprised at how many
stay after school and hang out. Jennings has also had a good
experience thus far. He thinks the faculty is, “very dedicated,
and thoughtful,” and that students are, “hard working and
ready to learn.”
Foygel replaced Dr. Catherine Luccarelli and Jennings
was hired to take over classes for long-time science teacher
Ellen Reynolds, who announced her resignation mid-June.

Biology teacher leaves on a moment’s notice
by Anders Hulleberg ’07

As every member of the
Upper School community has
undoubtedly noticed, longtime
Upper School science teacher
Ellen Reynolds did not return
this year.
June 18, 2005, Reynolds
sent a letter stating that she had
gotten engaged, was moving to
Hawaii with her fiancée, and
would not be able to honor her
contract.
In an interview closely preceding the start of this school
year, Upper School Principal
Mike McGill, who was vacationing in Switzerland at the time of
Reynolds’ resignation, sounded
light-hearted about the situation, joking that, “members of
the Upper School faculty gave
me a hard time about the week I
had chosen to vacation because

not only was that the week
during which Ms. Reynolds
made her announcement, but it
was also the same week during
which the computers crashed as
well, which caused many Upper
School faculty the need to rewrite their final comments.”
In mid-June, when the school
received the letter, the situation
was more serious. “The school
took immediate action,” confirmed McGill. “We sent out an
urgent alert to the search firms
we work with in looking for new
faculty. We put an ad in The
Baltimore Sun, as well.” After
two interviews, Park found a
replacement for Reynolds in Jeff
Jennings. Jennings is teaching
Biology and AP Environmental
Science. “We were extremely
lucky to find someone as qualified as Jeff as quickly as we did,”
said McGill.

Reynolds’ departure immediately affected the students in the
ever-popular first semester science elective, Marine Biology,
which typically includes a trip to
Woods Hole in Cape Cod. This
year, Marine Biology and AP
Environmental Science students
travelled instead to Horn Point
Research Center in Cambridge
on Maryland’s Eastern Shore,
which Upper School science
teacher Reuwei Hanewald describes as “a beautiful campus
with spots to observe marsh, forest, estuary, and river habitats.”
Though students may miss
out on the bonding experiences
that came with the trip to Cape
Cod, which, according to McGill, “have their own merit,”
Hanewald saw an opportunity
to better fulfill the AP Environmental Science curriculum with
the change in travel plans. “Ac-

cording to the College Board,”
remarked Hanewald, “one of
the goals of the AP Environmental Science curriculum is to
encourage student advocacy for
the environment. That students
become familiar with their local
environment is also one of the
course’s goals. We will be able
to keep tabs on what the environmental scientists we meet
at the Eastern Shore are doing
throughout the year, which is
something that was not as easily done with scientists based in
Massachusetts. This will enable
us to better fulfill the goals of
the course.”
When asked if he felt Reynolds had in any way blind-sided
the school with the sudden nature of her departure, McGill
responded, “It’s possible that,
with greater warning, we could
have salvaged the trip to Cape

Cod, but given that none of the
faculty is familiar with the itinerary, and given the record number
of students involved in the trip
this year (53 from two sections
of AP Environmental Science
and one section of Marine Biology), it’s just as likely that the
trip would still be headed for the
Eastern Shore.”
Reynolds, who parted ways
with Park after 27 years, taught
Biology, AP Environmental
Science, Social Behavior of
Animals, Marine Biology and
other electives over the years.
Michael Roswell ’07 commented, “She was one of those rare
teachers who could give you
an assignment with little to no
formal criteria or requirements
and still motivate you to take it
seriously. In this sense, she was
the ultimate Park teacher.”
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Katrina forces alumni from Tulane
Earley departure from New Orleans

Hendler, Hillman flee

by Benjamin Earley ’05

by Everett Rosenfeld ’09

had to leave. Immediately my
Mom began to fret. She started
As a Baltimorean, I thought I pacing, and talking about calling
could stomach it, but the Louisiana to get a flight home or a rental car.
heat was starting to get to me. I We were soon informed that the
had just lugged my fifth and final President of Tulane would be givbag up to my seventh floor dorm ing a speech in the auditorium. I
room at Tulane University. I was decided to wait and hear what the
thinking, that’s probably going to President had to say at one o’ clock.
be the hardest part of the semester. However, by that time, my mom
What else do I have to do? Make had discovered that all flights out
some friends, go to class, do some of New Orleans were booked.
work. Nothing a little partying
The President informed a packed
won’t solve. My roommate, Alex, auditorium that there were two ophad just gone down to the quad tions for the students: find a way
to grab the rest of his belongings home with your parents, or travel in
when my floor’s Resident Assistant buses to Jackson State University.
popped his head in the doorway.
Coincidentally, a girl I knew from
“Hey, it’s me again,” tall, lanky Baltimore sat directly in front of
Andrew said nervously, “Um…be- me, and she said that she would
cause of hurricane Katrina, the probably be going to Jackson State.
President of Tulane wants to evacu- As we left the auditorium, I called
ate the school by this afternoon. a friend from Baltimore who also
Dorms will close at 6 p.m.”
told me that he was going to get on
It was the first day of school, I the buses to Jackson.
had only been in Monroe Hall for
About 600 students gathered at
an hour and a half, and we already the athletic center to sign up for
buses, and by 7 p.m.,
we were on our way.
We were allowed to
only bring what we
could fit on our lap,
which for me was a
backpack with a change
of clothes, an iPod, cell
phone charger, deodorant, a bed sheet, pillow
and a bathing suit. (The
chance that we may
have to swim out of
trouble at one point occurred to me.) Four and
a half hours later, we
arrived in Mississippi.
A gymnastics floor was
placed over top of the
cement ground of the
basketball arena, our
home for an indefinite
photo courtesy B. Earley ’05 period of time. The millimeter of gruff carpet

did little to dull the pain of sleeping
on the floor.
By the time I woke up on Sunday morning, a few friends from
Baltimore had decided that the
earlier we left, the better. We made
calls all morning to airlines flying
out of the Jackson airport, trying
to secure the earliest flight. The
best we could do was a 10:20 a.m.
flight the next morning. By that
time, who knows what Katrina
could have decided to do? Dave
Frankel, a graduate of Gilman,
remembered around noon that his
dad was flying out of the Jackson
airport that day, and had offered to
drive us home. A quick phone call
and Mr. Frankel was on his way in
an industrial-sized van. Six of us
gleefully hopped into the van at
12:30 in the afternoon.
Barely minutes into our drive,
one of my friends got a call from
her parents telling her that there
was a 9:30 flight out of Nashville
to BWI that night. Finally, things
were looking up: it would take us
about six hours to get to Nashville,
which would leave us with plenty
of time to board our plane. We got
to Memphis about three hours later,
and decided to stop by Graceland,
an Elvis lover’s paradise. We saw
both of Elvis’s personal planes, his
estate, and the famous Heart Break
Hotel.
It was eight o’ clock when we
stepped up to the Southwest desk
at the airport in Nashville. The
agent promptly informed us that
there was also an 8:20 flight that
was only half full. After they
patted each and every one of us
down, and searched through all of
our bags (one-way tickets will do
that to you), we finally boarded
the plane to BWI. When the plane
landed at 11 o’ clock in BWI, I had
never been so happy to smell the
Baltimore air.

School welcomes students
displaced by Hurricane
by Anders Hulleberg ’07

In response to Hurricane Katrina, the administration has admitted four Lower School students whose
families were directly affected by the hurricane.
According to Principal Betsy Leighton, Daniel
and Matthew Nathan, along with Stephanie and
Daniela Corea will be attending Park “indefinitely;
certainly until they’re able to straighten everything
out.” D. Nathan and S. Corea are in Kindergarten,
and M. Nathan and D. Corea are in third grade.
The Nathans, whose New Orleans home was
flooded, arrived in Baltimore to stay with extended
family. The Coreas, originally from Nicaragua,
came to Baltimore when Park parents Richard and
Janet ’74 Livingston responded to a notice Park sent
out alerting members of its communities that Johns
Hopkins University was providing class space for

professors, undergraduate, and graduate students directly affected by Katrina, by offering to house those
involved in the Hopkins program.
Stephanie’s and Daniela’s father, who was working on his Master’s Degree in public health at Tulane
University on a Fulbright Scholarship, was offered
a space in Livingston’s home less than a week after
Katrina struck. He will continue to work towards his
degree at Hopkins.
As to how the two families are handling an undoubtedly stressful time, Leighton said, “Everyone is
doing well considering the circumstances.” Currently,
the Nathans are looking for an apartment, while the
Coreas have already moved into one of their own.

Imagine being a freshman
in college. It is your first day
of orientation. Your parents
are with you, your possessions
are deposited into your newly
found dorm room, and you are
starting to meet new people.
This is a day that almost all
adults (who went to college)
will never forget. But for photo courtesy J. Hendler ’04
Josie Hendler ’04 this day
was quite a bit more memorable. Hendler was enrolled as a
freshman at Tulane University in New Orleans.
Hendler wasn’t the only Park alum to be enrolled at Tulane. Julie Hillman ’97 was about to start her first year of
graduate school at Tulane’s School of Social Work.
Hendler’s first hours were normal, she had dropped her
things off in her room, had made friends with her roommate. Then, in lieu of a convocation speech, the freshmen
and others, including athletes and graduate students, who
were already on campus, were summoned to an emergency
meeting. Hurricane Katrina was headed to New Orleans. The
President of the University gave students three options. They
could go home with their parents (most of whom were still
there), arrange for an alternative place to go if they could
not get home, or let Tulane evacuate them by bus to Jackson
State University in Mississippi.
Hendler decided to go to Jackson with about 600 other
students, partly because she had already made a few friends.
They slept on the floor in the gym, which Hendler said wasn’t
that bad. “They were very hospitable; they sheltered us and
fed us. They even arranged Wal-Mart trips.” After staying
there for four days she took a flight back to Baltimore. She is
now spending a semester at a university in Putarenas, Costa
Rica. Hendler is planning on returning to New Orleans in
time for the spring semester.
“I’m not where I planned to be, but thanks to people’s
kindness in this situation I’ve been helped in completing a
semester which would have been otherwise lost. I also saw
how beautifully people were able to handle themselves in
emergency situations. Everyone was very empathetic and
understanding it was truly beautiful to see everyone helping
each other as best they could.”
Hillman has a different outlook. She too was at Tulane
when the emergency meeting was called, and she too chose
to evacuate to Jackson, but the similarities end there.
She slept on the raised floor of the gym (as did many others) wrapped in nothing but her blanket. “The Campus was
kind of in the ghetto so no one was allowed to leave; they
even had guards to make sure no one left. The Wal-Mart
trips were the only way to get off the campus.” With four
days of nothing to do it got boring, “It was hard to relax or
to concentrate on anything like reading; there were so many
people around. You couldn’t even go outside because it was
so hot. I was all alone; I had one friend but she left pretty
early on.”
Once news arrived that the levee had broken, the university told students to find a flight home. Hillman returned to
Baltimore August 31, a full three days after the hurricane
hit.
“Right now I am living with my dad in Baltimore and
taking two classes at the University of Maryland School of
Social Work. I am working on a water taxi, the same job I
had over the spring and summer.”
“At first I didn’t know how to deal [with what Katrina
did,] I felt very overwhelmed. I was out of college for three
years and it had taken me a while to figure out what I wanted
to do with my life, and now I’m back in Baltimore. This is
the last place I wanted to be, and I was here for a reason I
couldn’t even fathom. I had no clue what I would do, and
I was a little weepy. But now I am hopeful, I am expecting
to go back to Tulane next semester (if the school’s current
estimations are correct.)”

page

4

The Postscript | October 4, 2005

Editorial
Revive our activities
Every day we have between three and four-and-a-half hours of class. We
could therefore come to school at eight thirty and be out by one. Sports
practices would be over by four and we would be able to finish our homework before dinner. We could have such a schedule, but it would keep us
from doing the things that we really care about. Activities provide these
opportunities.
With just a little time and organization, clubs bring together students
who might not be in the same social circles, but have similar interests. It
gives them a way to work with people across grades on something more
enjoyable than science posters or history presentations. This is why the
administration goes to such great lengths to provide for them.
Unfortunately, too many students in past years have neglected to take
advantage of our activities. Many that should have a wide appeal are underattended. Clubs like Amnesty International and The Ecology Club, which
one would expect to flourish in a school known for its civic-mindedness,
flounder because too many students are complacent simply spending 75
minutes lounging in hallways and never consider doing something productive after they finish lunch. The same lack of enthusiasm is what brought
an end to Immersion week last year.
Faculty and administrators are eager to increase participation in extracurricular activities. There are two ways to make this happen. The first is
to get students to make the move and take responsibility for the activities
available to them. The second is to require that everybody participate in
at least one X-block activity. But in addition to being anti-progressive, this
would hamper the intrinsic value of the activities. In other words, students
would not go to activities because they want to, but because they have to.
With the Activities Open House behind us, we’re at a crossroads. We
have the momentum we need to make this year one of change, but we need
to work to sustain it. Think now about what you’ll be able to say you did
while you were here. Dive head first into something—anything.

from the president:

Katrina, Operation 66
Change Campus Life
by Kyle Tarver ’06
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Hello all,
I hope that everybody has had as
smooth a transition into the school year
as possible. It is good to see everybody
again and good to work with everybody
in class. I know the time between 8:30
and 3:00 feels like an eternity, but the
year will begin to slip away quickly,
especially for the seniors.
I would like to thank everybody
who has contributed to the Hurricane
Katrina aid. To me, it illustrates one of
the things that is really special about
Park School. Students from all grades,
parents, teachers and administrators all
came together September 11 to give
to those in need. The help that upper
schoolers provided was greatly needed
and greatly appreciated, and I encour-

age all that are still inspired to help, to
keep looking for new ways to do so. The
Student Government is in the process of
planning a variety show type production
that would take place later in the fall,
where all proceeds from admission tickets
would be donated to aid for the victims. If
you would like to submit an act or help us
in the planning process, you can see any
officers or senators, or write to us by email
(StudentCouncil@parkschool.net for those
of you that haven’t used it).
I would also like to thank everybody
who has had an open mind about Operation 66. I feel like everyone can have a
good time with it if they allow themselves
to do so. I also understand that some
people don’t want to have anything to do
with it, and that is a perfectly reasonable
position as well. I just ask that although
you may not agree with it, or respect it at
all, to be considerate of those people who
do, and to not hinder them from having a
good time.
The goal of this is for everyone to have
fun, and I apologize to anyone offended by
its creation. We weren’t trying to rewrite
the philosophy, or coerce anyone into
anything, but rather just have a good time.
For those of you who wish to continue the
conversation about Operation 66, I invite
you to speak with me at anytime, even
if it is just to say how much you hate it.
Hopefully I will be able to change your
mind, but if not, that’s fine also. Peace in
the Middle East.

Policies

We welcome letters to the editor. Please send letters to
postscript@parkschool.net.
We reserve the right to edit all submissions for language and length
Some material courtesy of American Society of Newspaper Editors/KRT Campus High School
Newspaper Service.

cartoon by Calvin Lee ’06
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Gaza pullout hits home

Crisis affects students with
personal ties to region
by Ben Hyman ’06 and Everett Rosenfeld ’09

Ben Hyman ’06 gets close look at situation while on vacation in Israel
by Ben Hyman ’06
JERUSALEM -- In a country
familiar with instability, a step to
promote peace has led to protest and
political turmoil.
Here in Jerusalem, a center of the
resistance, orange ribbons hang from
car antennas and rear view mirrors.
Activists wear orange clothing and
wristbands. Signs read: ‘It’s an international crime’ and ‘We shall not
forgive; we shall not forget.’ Hundreds of thousands in Israel share
this sentiment.
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon took
a significant risk when he announced
the Disengagement Plan in February 2004. The Plan, which includes
withdrawal from both the Gaza Strip
and settlements in the West Bank,
came as a surprise to political analysts, said Karen Brunwasser of the
Shalem Center, a think tank in Jerusalem. “No one knows the political
spectrum.” Brunwasser, the director
of communication at the center, was
once opposed to Sharon, but now
supports his initiative: “The settlers
were a small population, but they had
an enormous military force [protecting them from the Palestinians].”
The Disengagement is also good,
according to Brunwasser, because
ceding the Gaza Strip will reduce the
number of non-Jews in the country,
preserving the Jewish majority.
Dr. Eran Lerman agrees. He is
the Director of the Middle East office
of the American Jewish Committee.
He says the Israeli government has
posed the right question, “How do
[the Israelis] separate from the Palestinians? The Palestinians want to
go back to before the 1967 war, and
want the Israelis to admit wrong in
the 1948 and 67 wars. It seems like
the answer for Israel is partition, but
not on [the Palestinians’] terms.”
Jacob Rosen, Sr., a senior diplomat and advisor to Jerusalem
mayor Uri Lupolianski, thinks that
the resistance is overplayed, “Don’t
be mistaken by the exposure on TV,”
he warns, “The [Jerusalem citizens]

are [only] concerned about the [City
of Jerusalem]. ... People understand
that the settlements need to be evacuated.”
The political ramifications of
the Disengagement are widespread.
Sharon deserted his base and his
party, Likud, when he carried out
the disengagement. Sharon and exPrime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
the two heavyweights of Likud, split
over the Disengagement. Now Sharon attracts different voters and may
form his own political party, which

may cause a Sharon-Netanyahu
showdown. The politics are further
complicated by the fact that Sharon
is in his 70s and is rumored to have
heart trouble. And what makes the
situation harder to predict is the parliamentary system in Israel, which
requires the majority party to form
a coalition with other parties to get
a majority of members in the Israeli
legislature, Knesset. For now, the
orange continues until the real questions are answered.

photos by Peggy Brennecke

(Photos clockwise from top) Orange ribbons like this one, have swept
across Israel in protest of the Israeli army’s forced eviction of Jewish
settlers; the Ramon crater is in the Negev desert in Israel’s southern
end; Jews pray at the base of the Western Wall, the Muslim Dome of
the Rock sits above; The Citadel sits as a beacon in The Old City.

Some may argue that the latest turn in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is too distant, too irrelevant to be given
their attention. But for some in the Park community, the
struggle across the Atlantic might as well be in their living room.
Dr. Nachum Pfeffer has experienced the Israeli-Arab
conflict first-hand. The father of Michael ’03 and Julie
’08, Pfeffer was a tank commander for the Israel Defense
Forces. He spent the Yom Kippur War defending the Suez
Canal, and he understands the implications of the secession of the Gaza Strip. “It’s a terrible social pain for the
Israelis. I don’t think there’s another country in the world
that would evacuate their populace after 25 years of sitting on the land that belongs to them by right of conquest.
It’s a human tragedy because of what it’s doing to uproot
families, communities, industries and things that exist
where nothing existed before.”
Pfeffer also sees the issue from a military perspective:
“From the military point of view, Gaza has never been
a strategic place. Israel has had to invest a tremendous
amount of resources … for what? To use people as a
human shield? This just cost a tremendous amount of
life.”
While Pfeffer was in Israel, David Weis ’71 was taking
science with Jim Howard. A Park lifer, Weis later moved
to Kibbutz Gesher, a communal farm in northern Israel.
After living 25 years in Israel, Weis returned to the U.S.
and is currently Controller for Baltimore Hebrew Congregation. But his feelings towards Israel never left him.
“I had great expectations that the Jews and Arabs could
co-exist better and there could be major improvements.
While there were some, the sticking point had been the
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. I was in favor
of withdrawing from Gaza the whole time,” said Weis.
Despite his support of the withdrawal, Weis isn’t planning
on supporting Prime Minister Ariel Sharon any time soon,
“I was very upset about what Sharon did [while Defense
Minister during the 1982 Lebanon War]. He made huge
strategic errors and lied to the public. I had great disregard
for him as a politician. … I would vote for [the left-wing]
Labor Party or someone else left of Sharon,” he said.
While Amit Yaffe and her son Noam ’09 left Israel a
decade ago, they still sympathize with their former countrymen. “I feel for the people who were evacuated that
they’re losing their homes and they need to relocate,” said
Yaffe, “ but on the other hand I feel it’s a very important
move towards peace.” Noam agrees: “I think it’s a little
bit extreme but they might as well totally separate [the
Palestinians] and let them start their own government.”
Pfeffer, too, understands the political consequences of
the withdrawal. “Israel historically was always willing to
give up land for peace,” he said. “Pulling out of Gaza is
a signal to the world: ‘We are keeping our bargain, giving
back the land.’ Time will tell who was right, if the withdrawal was justified.”

page

6

The Postscript | October 4, 2005
A summer of small things is just as good. | page 7

Commentary

Does Operation 66 promote school spirit? | page 7

by Coby Lerner ’09

by Sara Lever ’09

A

ugust 31 was one of the most intimidating yet
exciting experiences of my life. It was my first
day out of my isolated little Jewish day school,
Krieger Schechter, and I felt like I was entering a new world.
The first day was completely overwhelming but also terrific.
I felt like a real person and really important despite the fact
that I was kicked off several benches and from then on was
petrified to sit down. I also must have passed my locker twice
before I realized it was mine, I probably tried the wrong combination on my locker three times before getting it right, and
definitely got squirted with a water gun by a senior. People
were running everywhere and there was so much to keep
track of between the crazy schedules and the mass mobs of
upperclassmen crowding the hallways.
Even with this minor hazing, students were so welcoming.
I felt completely comfortable after a few hours, despite the
fact that I must have walked into the wrong class three or four
times. The teachers at Park are like your friends and always
seem open for a conversation. Classes have been incredibly
interesting and I genuinely look forward to each class when I
arrive at school each day. I feel like I have made friends and
have begun to socialize very quickly. Although the schedule
is confusing, I seem to be making my way around. The Park
way of teaching has exposed me to so many different types of
learning and ways of looking at things from multiple perspectives. More specifically, studying the Park philosophy has
been quite interesting, even though it seemed repetitive at
times. I already love school and the Park community.
There are some opportunities that are already
being given to me that I have never even encountered.
I am very excited about getting involved in clubs
and I look forward to becoming a part of this unique
learning environment.
I still feel like the typical freshman, standing in small groups wherever I can find space,
but I’ve grown not to mind the awkwardness. Even though I don’t have a bench
or a hallway or special territory yet,
I am sure that I will find one soon.
Park has been a great transition
for me as a freshman and as a
student in a new school. I am
looking forward to my upcoming year here at Park.

a new
hallway
Freshmen Sara Lever and Coby
Lerner recall their first day of school
and contemplate the year ahead

I won a gold medal at the world
youth championships, which was
in Morocco. My medley relay was
2/10ths of a second of the world
record.

Elan Hillaire ’08

I

walked into my bedroom Tuesday evening,
the night before the first day of school, to
find my blue beta fish turned brown, cold,
and upside down floating at the top of his tank. I
couldn’t help but think that this death was a metaphor as I embarked on the journey I was beginning
for the next four years of my life.
I walked down the hallways Wednesday
morning at 8:00 a.m. with 300 lbs. of books on
my back, listening to the elated screams of upper
classmen. I won’t lie; I was afraid. Inexplicable
fear crept through my body as I walked down the
hallways feeling as if everyone was dismissing
me.
The spectacle I witnessed that morning
is almost beyond words: seniors with mini water
guns, music blasting in the hallways, and mini
basketball hoops hanging from the ceiling. A
large number of male seniors were wearing black
t-shirts with the “Superman” logo emblazoned in
silver on the front. I was informed that the “S” was
for “Super Senior”.
The females’ t-shirts went way beyond
the guys’. On the front they had the same “Super
Senior” “S” and a sampling of various random
writings. On the back, most of them had the
senior’s last name printed across the top like on a
sports jersey. Below the name was written “Chix
of ‘06”. On the very bottom of the shirts, in
smaller letters, was written “Fry Like Bacon Little
Freshmen Piggies”. I found this comical but
also a little unnerving.
After this horrifying first day
of trying to find classes, getting to
know teachers, and trying to get
through the mobs of intimidating upper classmen in the
halls, things started to look
up. Some seniors I already knew checked on
me to see how I was
doing. By the end
of the day, I thought
that I might actually
survive the nightmare.
Unlike my fish, I might
not get flushed after all.

I went to Eritrea witha group
calling ‘Physicians for Peace’. We
delivered supplies to hospitals, did
surgeries, and as much as we could
do to help in any way.

Susie Al-Ibrahim ’08

I hit this car with my car spun out
of control and I hit a hill. My car was
totaled. (Quan is OK.)

What we did

Quan Tran ’06

First rollercoaster!

Anna Lippe ’06

I got a job this summer with MICA.
I worked in a team of grad students
and high school interns and taught
art to middle school kids in the
inner city.

Gaetano Grippo ’06
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Operation 66: Mission
already accomplished
by Sarah Fetting ’07

earing the Student
Government offer up its
ideas for Operation 66 to the
Upper School did not surprise me
in the least. The ideal of a cohesive
student body has long been just that
— an ideal — one that Park holds
in high priority. However, the recent
introduction to Operation 66 spins like a broken record.
From a junior’s perspective, class meetings seem to
focus solely on how we can further unite the grade—forget
the fact that the majority of my classmates (and other
Upper School grades as well) have been together since
Lower School. I can’t help but be annoyed by the high
premium the student government, teachers, and stray
individuals have placed on upper school bonding as a

H

“I can’t help but be annoyed by the
high premium the student government,
teachers, and stray individuals have
placed on upper school bonding...”
carton by Charlie Hankin ’06

whole or as individual classes. Operation 66 reinforces that
ideal of organized events set aside from daily school life to
promote bonding.
Honestly, I think that from putting so much emphasis
on initiatives like Operation 66, upper schoolers may have
forgotten that students have already found both close and
casual friendships without organizations. I’m not saying
that this means any attempt at creating Operation 66 is
ultimately fruitless. But I do know that once students find
friends, they don’t shut everyone out like the exaggerated
high school cliques seen in movies. They are receptive
and friendly enough on their own, right? So why do we
need that seemingly constant nudge towards organized
mingling?
I’m sincerely happy to see the student government bring
such a big idea to the table this early in the year, especially
with so much energy. But I wonder what all that energy
could accomplish directed towards more important issues
than Operation 66, outside of the student body, and outside
of Park.

The Summer of Small Things

by Rachel Kutler ’06

This summer I did not backpack
through Europe, volunteer in the
Johns Hopkins Children’s ward,
or scuba dive at the Great Barrier
Reef. I worked as a counselor at a
horseback riding camp.
Forty-five kids, stubborn ponies,
and the ever-present humidity
were just a few of the “perks” of
my job. This blasé job, however,
did not prevent me from having a
spectacular summer. I can attribute
two joys in particular that made
this conviction true: Soft-Stuff Ice
Cream, and the Howard County
Fair.
Soft-Stuff Ice Cream rests on the
side of a busy street. Nothing more

I went to Churchill, Manitoba to
research the enviroment, and we
ended up doing a research project
on Canadian geese.

appealing. I can throw on a pair of
jeans and a t-shirt and spend the
evening with a group of friends
doing just about nothing of educational or intellectual value.
At the fair, one can lose all inhibitions and act like a kid again:
petting baby animals, eating an
endless supply of corndogs and
burgers, and riding dilapidating
rides.
I learned this summer that one
does not need to do miraculous
things in order to have an amazing
summer. I have come to appreciate
and value the small things in life:
the perfect scoop of ice cream and
a rusting Ferris wheel. That brings
me happiness.

than a counter is attached to this
worn motel; this ice cream shop
does not look particularly inviting.
Yet every night of the summer,
people line a boardwalk leading
up to the dinky stand. Their frozen
custard, especially peanut butter
shell over vanilla, is bliss to the
mouth on a summer night. There
is nothing like sitting on a picnic
bench behind the shop, licking
oversized scoops of vanilla, chocolate, or strawberry custard and
watching the sky slowly darken.
The Howard County Fair is not
everyone’s cup of tea. There are a
lot of greasy foods, livestock, and
mullets. However, these nonchalant
aspects make the fair all the more

Trey: I went to Pat’s House
Pat: It was sweet.

Trey Boone ’07 and Patrick
McMahon ’08

Kat Whitney ’08

I coached basketball to 8-13 year
olds. I was an assistant this year, but
next year I’ll be a full-time coach.

Anthony Kinslow ’08

this summer

I went to a camp in Spain. We
helped Spanish people speak English
better.

Adraine Noar ’09

I fell down the stairs and cut my
foot in three places.

Allie Gold ’06
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Six Feet Under dies peacefully
by Rebecca Martin ’06

This summer marked the end
of the five-year run of what was
arguably the best show ever
to appear on the small screen:
HBO’s Six Feet Under. A drama
about a dysfunctional family that
runs a funeral home, Six Feet
Under transcends its medium. It
seems less like a television show
than a long, well done movie or
a visualized novel with complex
characters, ambitious themes,
and innovative narratives.
Producers, writers, and cast
have confirmed repeatedly that
Six Feet Under is thematically,
above all, a show about coping
with death. The action is initiated
by the death of Nathaniel Fisher
(Richard Jenkins), husband,
father, and head of the family
Six Feet Under, the acclaimed HBO series, ended its run in style
business. Every episode begins
with an often bizarre, some- of Nathaniel, who hectors and rests on a core of compellingly
times comical death of a person counsels his loved ones. It is drawn, sympathetic characters,
who will become that week’s also deliberately provocative. It each one played to perfection
client of the Fisher and Diaz includes, for example, a story- by the ensemble cast. The refuneral home. Corpses talk to line dealing with brother/sister maining Fisher family includes
the undertakers, revealing to the incest and a lengthy masturba- the mother, Ruth (the brilliant
characters information they oth- tion scene that only HBO could Francis Conroy); the eldest and
middle brothers, Nate (Peter
erwise refuse to admit. The show pull off.
However, the show never Krause) and David (Michael C.
sometimes flirts with surrealist
fantasy, as in the talking corpses abandons physiological realism Hall), respectively; and Claire
and the frequent reappearance for very long, and its success (Lauren Ambrose), the young-

PAZO is tops in tapas
by Carly Schleider ’06

If you’re tired of hamburger dinners and can afford to
splurge, treat yourself to a meal
at PAZO.
Located in Fells Point, PAZO
is an upscale restaurant specializing in tapas. Tapas are small
portions of food that originated
in 19 th century Spain. It is
said that tapas, which means
“cover” in Spanish, were first
served in bars to keep flies out
of wine glasses. Bartenders
provided customers with flat
objects- saucers, playing cards,
or napkins- to place upon their
glasses when they were not
drinking. Eventually, bartenders
substituted inedible objects with
thin slices of ham, realizing that
the meat’s saltiness would keep
customers thirsty. Since then,
Spanish tapas bars have opened
all over Spain, dominating the
social scene and satisfying a variety of gastronomic cravings.
PAZO is not your typical
tapas bar. For one thing, you
won’t find flies hovering above
your table. The only thing hovering above your table will be a
well-groomed waiter looking to

make your stay as enjoyable as
possible. The service at PAZO is
first-rate. Waiters are very familiar with the cuisine served, and
can describe any dish in great
detail. What’s refreshing about
this is that they are not trained to
say any one thing. Instead, they
share their knowledge and personal recommendations on each
dish, just as an eager student
would do in a classroom.
PAZO’s setting is one of a
kind. It is situated in a renovated warehouse and features
a contemporary, Mediterranean
interior. Though its sheer enormity is somewhat overwhelming,
its décor, marked by warm, red
tones and dark woods, gives off
a highly intimate and epicurean
ambiance. The main dining area
is speckled with private, curtained booths, plush lounges
for mingling, and long tables
for larger parties. For jampacked evenings, a sophisticated,
wrought iron staircase leads the
way to an equally beautiful and
exotic mezzanine, which overlooks the entire dining room in
addition to a well-stocked bar
and open kitchen.

Most important, the food at
PAZO is incredible. Because it
is a tapas restaurant, the menu is
not split into first courses and entrées; such terminologies do not
exist in the tapas world! Instead
it is divided up topographically,
with offerings from the Land,
Sea, and Field, in addition to a
list of Neapolitan pizzas. Dishes
vary, including everything from
simple, grilled lamb chops to
impressive yellowfin tuna &
borlotti bean salads with tomato,
arugula, and capers.
The best feature of the food is
that you get to try a little bit of
everything! As aforementioned,
tapas are small dishes of foodmuch like hors d’oeuvres- that
can be eaten in mass quantities.
When ordering, tables act as
units, choosing from many different items to split amongst
themselves. Eating a meal at
PAZO is, without a doubt, a
much shared experience.
PAZO is located at 1425 Aliceanna St. Baltimore, Maryland
21231. (410) 534-7296.

photo courtesy HBO

est child. David’s lover, Keith
(Mathew St. Patrick), Rico
(Freddy Rodriguez), the Hispanic employee and eventual
partner at the funeral home, and
Brenda (Rachel Griffiths), Nate’s
disturbingly intense on-and-off
romantic partner, round out the
rest of the core.
Six Feet Under never falls
back on conventional soap opera
clichés: these characters can’t be
pigeonholed. I could summarize
Ruth’s character by saying she is
a clinging mother and widow in
mourning, trying to find her way
after her first husband’s death.

But that would sell her character
short. What makes Ruth interesting are the little things—her
sullenness when her children
don’t appreciate her meal as well
as the high contrast between her
deliberately drab, out-of-date
style and her evident pleasure
in her late-middle age sexuality.
The youngest daughter, Claire,
is as splendidly well-rounded as
she is an angst filled teenaged
artist. Her scrappy fights with
her mother and her equally snappy insights into her world (she
points out that people only like
her art when it’s bizarre, equating weird with “meaningful”)
are what make her a delightful
character. In the same way, David and Keith’s relationship as
lovers and life partners, Nate’s
struggle to find happiness, and
Brenda’s attempt to find a stable,
adult identity separate from her
own twisted family never become trite.
A beautiful set and creative
directing support the strong,
character-driven plots. Full of
interesting camera angles and
a well-thought-out use of color,
Six Feet Under looks more like
a small, independent film than a
TV show. But because it unfolds
over such long a period, it has
an almost epic sweep. It’s too
late to catch Six Feet Under on
TV, but now anyone can watch it
from the beginning on DVDs. I
suggest everyone do so.
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New York
Fiona Apple plans to release
Styles more No. 3: Extraordinary Machine
Conservative
by Lauren Schleider ’07

by Rachel Katz ’06

N

e w Yo r k
City: Fashion Capital
of the World. Being as
lucky as I am, I spent
five weeks of my summer right in the heart
of the city, and before
my program began, I
planned to write some
kick-ass article about
all of the fashion I would see. While I’ve been to New York
too many times to count on my fingers and toes, I had never
stayed for more than three days. While there this summer,
however, I began to notice something shocking.
There are many stores that sell clothing so extraordinary,
so completely bizarre, that their merchandise could fill an
entire article. Yet, on the streets, I didn’t find anyone wearing these styles. I’m assuming it was because the clothing
was either too peculiar (no leggy fashion models sporting
their “Derelict” Mugatu-inspired trash-bag dresses) or the
prices were so astronomical (as is the Hermes Birkin Bag,
retail price: $6,000 to $8,000) that no one wanted to buy
anything. While I had previously considered New York the
home of the most eclectic fashions and fun style, I now know
that although many citizens of New York City still dress
fashionably, wearing polos with khakis or jeans, their styles
are quite conservative.
What I did see in the city was what I see at Park. This
observation confirms a hypothesis I had, yet didn’t want to
validate: Abercrombie and Fitch, Ralph Lauren, American
Eagle, and Lacoste are taking over the world.
These monolith clothing companies are slowly monopolizing what we know as popular fashion. It’s all very simple.
These stores, while pricey, are not overly expensive; they all
make attractive, fashionable merchandise; they have casual
wear as well as dressier clothing; and all are very easily
accessible whether you shop online, at the outlets, or at the
mall. These stores cater not only to the preppy rich kids, but
also to the ones who aren’t into golf and tennis. Not all of
their customers own horses or go to elite boarding schools.
They can be anywhere from teen to senior citizen (though
the latter tend to steer clear) and any race or creed. While
I am making a group of dominating clothing companies
sound like a godsend, these corporations do in fact fit into
the aforementioned description.
These conglomerate businesses that are presiding over
the fashion world aren’t necessarily bad. They’re making
the previously mentioned, astronomically priced stores (that
are fun to look in) lower their prices. While I personally shop
at A&F, AE, Polo, and Lacoste, I do have the odd (literally)
skirt from Betsey Johnson, if these designers have to lower
their prices due to the semi-annual A&F sale, so be it. Then
I can buy another skirt.

photo by R. Kutler ’06

R. Winer ’06, E. Azrael ’06, E. Lewis ’06, A. Brandon ’06,
and M. Macks ’08 sport “preppy” fashion.

Fiona Apple, the smoky-voiced
singer who first entered the pop
scene in 1996, recently announced
the October 4 release of her third
album, Extraordinary Machine.
As it nears release, fans and critics
grow eager with anticipation.
Machine will be the Grammywinning artist’s first studio CD in
six years. The album has a new
producer, Mike Elizondo, who
hopes to point Apple’s music in a
new direction without losing her
intriguing twist on confessional
songwriting and heavy, refreshing
sound. According to Elizondo, the
12-song CD is “radically different”
from its nine previously Internetleaked tracks and much of Apple’s
earlier work with producer Jon
Brion. “Everything was done from
scratch,” Elizondo added.
However, the album’s new producer and sound are not the only
causes for fans’ excitement. In May
2003 Brion, who had produced the
leaked songs, announced to MTV
that the album was complete, but
that Sony/Epic shelved it, leaving
more room for pop and hip-hop
acts that are traditionally bigger
sellers. Fans, outraged with the
company’s ignorance, united online
to demand the CD’s release.
“Free Fiona” was the name
given to the international online

photo courtesy SONY
After a six year hiatus, Fiona Apple’s new album will be released October 4.

organization campaigning for
Sony/Epic to release Apple’s third
album. Free Fiona set up booths
on college campuses, arranged
protests in front of Sony headquarters, and started petitions hoping
to change Sony’s decision. Free
Fiona also urged supporters to send
anything with an apple theme—a
fake apple, a photo of an apple, an
apple sticker, even an apple pie—to
Sony with an attached note reading
“Free Fiona!”
Record Executives, on the other
hand, insisted that Apple herself
believed the album to be a work in
progress and that it was not ready
to be released. The singer claimed
that the album was never in a place

that she felt was near completion.
A few days after announcing the
album’s October release, Apple
said, “Now that my album is finally
finished, I am very, very excited to
have people hear what we did. I am
so proud of it, and all of us who
worked on it.”
Though both earlier CDs, Tidal
and When the Pawn…, went platinum, only time will tell for sure
whether or not Apple will have
the victorious comeback her fans
are expecting. Hopefully, her
painfully-honest lyrics and unforgettable voice will make up for
her prolonged absence. After all,
everybody knows that an apple a
day keeps the badness away.

Summer Movie Mediocrity
From 70’s remakes to animated pigeons, bad flicks flood summer box office
by Nathan Oseroff ’07

Movies of all sorts were released
this summer, and many of them
were horribly lame. I believe this
is due to the aptly-titled “Boring
Summer Phenomenon.” After
families have returned from vacation, children lie on the couch for
several weeks waiting patiently
for something to happen. They are
then reluctant to expend the effort
and cash to watch a film that makes
them use any cognitive power.
Therefore, a majority of summer
films are very boring, very cliché,
very unimaginative, and very, very,
very bad.
Some films were worse than
others, noticeably Supercross:
The Movie. Did you guys see the
commercials? There was a plot
hidden somewhere within the
poorly filmed bikes, boobs, and
bad acting, but somehow I was unable to find it. The film Sky High
was released this summer as well,
which you might find appealing if
you enjoyed the other film by Sky
High’s director: Shark Boy and
Lava Girl: IN 3-D. The Dukes of

Hazard was also released, which
recycled the poor acting and underdeveloped plot from the 70’s
TV show for a 21st century version
with poorer acting and plot... but
with JOHNNY KNOXVILLE! And
that guy Stifler from American Pie.
Oh yeah, please don’t let me start
on Herbie: Fully Loaded.
Not all the films out there were
horrible. Mediocrity spread like
wildfire during summer vacation,
when we, as exhausted consumers, needed something vacant but
pretty to look at. There was Valiant,
which looked exceedingly quaint
and exceedingly empty featuring
Ewan McGregor as a poor leading
man-- I mean computer-generated
pigeon. The Skeleton Key looked
OK the first dozen times I saw the
commercial. Sure, that would have
been great if they could have held
the suspense for the entire 90 minutes, and not a minute and a half.
There was another Deuce Bigalow
movie, and somehow this one featured more sexist jokes, disfigured
women, and a plot beamed directly
from the minds of teenage boys
than the last one. The Fantastic

Four, another remake of a classic
comic, took everything good about
a 40-year old saga, condensed the
plot, characters, and world into 2D
characters and overdone computer
graphics.
Be glad there were some films
out there worth watching. Unlike
Star Wars: Episode III, Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory was an enjoyable movie. A preferable, more
closely adapted version of Roald
Dahl to the bizarre Gene Wilder
adaptation, this film was actually
fun to watch. The Aristocrats,
with a tagline of: “No nudity. No
violence. Unspeakable obscenity.”
sounds damn good. The new Tim
Burton film, Corpse Bride, will
have hoards of goths flocking to
movie theatres, and I will be happy
to join them in what I aptly call
“The Nightmare Before Christmas
2.0: Better Plot, Better Film, and
Thank God There’s No Crappy
Singing Like in the Last One.”
There are good movies out there,
so don’t worry. As the school year
begins and we pull ourselves out of
our collective comas, better, more
entertaining films will be released.
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JV Girls Soccer
win early games
Team continues improving
communication and basic skills
by Sophie Macks ’06

photo by B. Weinstein ’06

S. Gold ’06 takes a shot on goal after beating four defenders during a game against St. Pauls School for
Girls.

Girls Varsity Soccer shows
potential for championship
Team sets high standards for second season in
B Conference
by Brad Mendelson ’06

The Girls Varsity Soccer team
sets the bar pretty high, and with
the dynasty they have built, there
is no reason not to expect great
things. The team dominated the C
conference, winning back-to-back
championships before moving
up the B conference last year.
In their first B conference season,
the girls made it to the championship, but allowed two goals late
and came up a little bit short.
This year’s squad returns several starters from last year’s team.
Leading the way are senior captains
Natalie Brown, Sarah Gold, and
Saba McCoy, as well as junior captain Meghan McMahon. As with

any high school team there are some
big holes left by graduation, the two
most notable being the loss of last
year’s top scorer and goalkeeper.
The team seems to be rotating
different players as forwards to fill
this gap, and so far it appears Gold
will be able to fill the spot best, as
she seems to be able to find the back
of the net. In the goal the team now
looks to freshmen Lyn Meyerhoff.
The team started off the season with three blow-out wins,
and took their undefeated record
into conference play against Roland Park Country School. They
knew it would be a difficult game
against a top caliber team. The
girls played hard and got goals
from Gold and McMahon, and

came out with a big 2-0 win.
The team dropped two games
in a row, which hurt their place
in the standings. In those games,
they suffered injuries in addition to the losses. McCoy broke
her foot while playing against
Key School in Annapolis September 16. They will have to try
to make up for the loss because
she will be out until January.
Coach Zerhusen decided to
condition in the pool to help the
girls without risking more injury.
Overall, there’s a lot of talent and endless potential. With
that combination the girls
could be getting back to their
championship winning ways.

The JV Girls Soccer team got off to a strong start this year
when it won its first scrimmage 3-0 again Towson Catholic. Team captains Madelyn Clark ’07, Lauren Schleider
’07, and Ali Semenza ’07, will be leaders and role models
by continuing to encourage their teammates and working hard. The girls hope to see more wins than losses this
year and due to their first triumph, this goal seems attainable. The skill level on the team this year is impressive.
“Individually, we have a lot of skill, but we need to work
on communication in order to thrive both on and off the
field,” said Schleider. Mica Fidler ’08 added, “We have
some really strong freshmen who play offense and everyone on our team has a good foot and can shoot the ball.”
Wednesday September 13, the team met its first inconference opponent of the season: Roland Park Country
School. RPCS is the defending champion coming off an
undefeated season. The Bruins triumphed 2-1 with goals
by Ellen Halle ’09 and Kayla Bruun ’09. The team traveled to Maryvale School September 19, and played a
close match that ended in a 1-1 tie. The girls suffered their
first loss against Friends Wednesday, September 21, 3-1.
Thus far the games have been bringing them closer to
achieving their goals, and made for a fun filled season.
Players to watch include Bruun, Fidler, and Leah Gold ’08.

photo by S. Rashba ’09

K. Bruun ’09 dribbles around a Friends School defender.

Deep JV Soccer team expects success; coach encourages broad view
by Michael Roswell ’07

This year’s JV Boys Soccer team, which has made
four team playoffs for the past two years, has big
cleats to fill, says the coach, five-year veteran Chad
Joseph. This year’s soccer team didn’t receive all the
freshman players they would have hoped to absorb.
Despite the downsize, there are talented veterans
and enthusiastic freshman working hard to ensure
their participation in the conference playoffs, a task
that will be difficult. Last year, in addition to Varsity and JV teams, a third group of players formed
as an addition to the JV team. This was in response
to the overwhelming number of athletes trying to
play. Even so, the Bruins had their work cut out for
them, competing against schools with more male athletes. This year, the JV program only has one team.
The 17-man team, although smaller than hoped for,

by no means lacks depth. From the ever-energetic and
wildly enthusiastic Quan Tran ‘06; to the talented goalie
Nathan Jones ‘09 who has stepped up to play on the field
in defense; to the returning keeper Paul Ellwanger ’08;
and Captains James Searson ’08, Tony Demarco ’08, and
Patrick McMahon ’09 bring a lot of talent to the team.
Other returning players who show promise include Colin
Smith ‘08, Eric Dembert ’08, and Anthony Kinslow ’08.
The improving JV soccer program is driven by the
collaborative efforts of the natural team members and
leaders who try out, and their coaches, Joseph and
Mike Stiller ‘85. Joseph seems to have found the right
combination of high expectations as a coach, and friendly
relations as a person, knowing where to toe the line and
when to recognize and respect each player’s challenges.
He tries to instill the notion that hard work in soccer, as
in school and life at large, is integral to success. He aims

each year to put together a cohesive group of strong athletes who can move without the ball, anticipating plays.
According to Joseph, the growing strength of the soccer
team is a direct result of well trained young athletes
working together over several seasons to compete against
schools like Severn, St. Mary’s, Boys’ Latin, and Friends,
all likely contenders for the four-seat JV playoffs.
In its first regular season game, the team lost, but
Joseph thinks the team played well. He was proud
that it held the score at an even 0-0 until the larger
team won because of its depth. The 17 players didn’t
have enough stamina to play at the same pace as a
larger team for the whole game. This loss indicated
the grander theme of teamwork, from hauling equipment to scoring goals. One game never makes a
season, and the Bruins showed their skill by rounding off their in-conference record to an even 2-2.
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Varsity Field Hockey begins year Cross Country
eagerly anticpates
with strength and confidence rest of season
Tara Gelb ’06 played in Europe over summer, refined skills Boys roar ahead; Girls ecstatic
by Ben Levin ’08
about having full team
The Girls Varsity Field Hockey
team is coming off a successful
year that ended in a heartbreaking
2-1 loss in the championship game
last season to rival Friends School.
The loss left such a sour taste in
senior Captain Tara Gelb’s mouth
that she decided to work on her
game and went across the pond
to do so. She and her sister, Erica
’05, now playing for University of
Rochester, traveled with a group
of girls to play field hockey in Europe. “We played in England and
went to the most intense camp
in Holland, which was run by
Dutch national team coaches and
club coaches.” All of the playing
helped, and Coach Barb Purkey
thinks that T. Gelb’s skills have
improved enough to allow her
to control the midfield this year.
She and fellow captains Sarah
Dunn ’06 and Jen Ries ’06 will
be the leaders of this team. According to Purkey, Dunn is the
“prototype left-middie,” and the
midfield featuring Dunn and
Gelb should be the strength of
the team. “Carrie Young ’07 has
really impressed me in the goal,”
Purkey said. The defense in front
of Young will feature juniors
Helen Ryan, Carly Attman, and
Julia Schwartz with Ryan being
the most experienced of the three.
Scoring, however, could be
a problem. Purkey is hoping
Val Green ’08 will be able to
contribute a lot offensively. The
offense took a large blow last
spring when Eve Rorison ’08
went down with a torn ACL,
which will cause her to miss the
first several weeks of the season.
Fortunately, the team is very
deep, and Purkey is not scared
to bring players off the bench.
The Lady Bruins had a preseason play-day with St. Paul’s,
National Cathedral, and St. Agnes St. Stevens on August 26,
and a few days later scrimmaged
against Bryn Mawr. “I saw a lot
of improvement from the playday to the second half of the
Bryn Mawr game,” said Purkey.

by Mica Fidler ’08

photos by Ben Weinstein ’06

J. Ries ’06 passes in a Varsity Field hockey game (top); T. Emmer ’07
puts a shot in the back of the goal (below).

At the beginning of the season, the Girls Cross Country team was one runner short of a full team. With
only four team members, Rachel Brown ’06, Christina Rickman ’08, Christina Denny ’08, and Mara
James ’07, their times could not be counted in meets.
The girls kept their spirits high, though, and practiced
diligently, hoping for one more runner to constitute a full,
eligible squad. They hosted a race at Oregon Ridge on
September 14 and ran well, though they were forced to
withdraw their times. Finally, thanks to Kiley Ford ’06 who
started practice September 19, the girls can now put their
hard work to the test. The runners, ecstatic and appreciative of her participation, are eagerly anticipating their next
meet October 4. The race will be hosted by Key School at
Quiet Waters Park. Team leader Brown spoke excitedly
about the team, asserting that now that it can compete, it
will be a formidable threat to the other schools. “Christina
Denny is very fast and shows a lot of potential for the next
two years,” Brown said. Brown is hopeful that the team’s
hard work in practice, despite its small numbers, will pay
off in the upcoming meets and the rest of the racing season.

Boys X-C

The team continued to improve
when the Lady Bruins opened their
conference schedule September 2
against rival John Carroll. Scrappy
finishes in front of the goal by
Ries and Allie Stein ’07 in the first
half proved to be the difference
as the defense, led by Young’s 12
saves, shut out John Carroll for a
2-0 win. The Bruins then traveled
to a much weaker Seton Keough
team September 7. Park teams
have a tendency to sink down to
opponent’s playing and intensity levels, but this squad did not.
It dominated the game and returned with a 3-0 win and growing
confidence. Ries tallied two of the
three goals, while Stein added the
third. Two days later the team had
to travel to John Carroll to face a
team ready for revenge. This time

the Bruins dominated again, only
to come up short. The second half
belonged to the Bruins, but they
could not turn their dominance into
goals. The Patriots had few chances
but capitalized on two breakaways
and came away with a 2-0 victory.
“We started out with two strong
wins, but the second John Carroll game was a step back,” Dunn
said. “We’re working hard and still
learning how to play together, so it
should be a good year.” The team
showed that the John Carroll game
was a fluke by winning their two
most recent games. One of those
games was against Friends, who
beat Park in the Championship
last year. The 1-0 win shows that
the Lady Bruins are capable of
beating anybody in the conference.

The Boys Cross Country team has gotten off to a great
start this year. There is a record turnout of 19 runners, six
of whom will be running on the Varsity squad. Under the
leadership of coaches Paul Hulleberg and John Kessinger, the
team raced well against Archbishop Curley September 8 in a
record-breaking meet at Herring Run Park. Though Park lost
the race, junior star, Anders Hulleberg ‘07, won the Varsity
race. Jesse Naiman ‘07 placed sixth. Lucas Hulleberg ’09,
one of three new freshmen, set a record as the first runner
ever to win a JV race, running the 1.8 mile course in 11:52.
September 13, the team raced in a three-school meet
versus Calvert Hall and perennial powerhouse Loyola Blakefield. Although A. Hulleberg won the race, the Loyola team
(ranked first in the Greater Baltimore Area by the Baltimore
Sun) won, having had better collective times than the other
two schools. The team also raced Saturday, September 17
at Hereford High School in the Bull Run Invitational. This
meet, one of the largest and most competitive in the state, has
a mix public and private school competitors. The team raced
well, and A. Hulleberg placed twelfth. The runners expect
that their toughest race, aside from the MIAA championship
at the end of the season, will be at home, against Archbishop Spalding October 11. Both the Varsity and JV teams
won at a home meet against John Carroll September 20.
A. Hulleberg scored his third individual win of the season.
“The two teams whom we think we can beat are
John Carroll and McDonogh, and the addition of three
talented freshmen, Ethan Haswell ’09, Nathaniel ColbertSangree ’09, and Lucas Hulleberg could give the team
the jolt of talent we desperately need,” said A. Hulleberg.

Girls JV Field Hockey ready for a first win
by Ellen Halle ’09

“In regard to wins and losses
our team has not been very successful,” JV Field Hockey coach
Robin Cardin-Lowe said recently of her primarily freshman and
sophomore squad. “However,
over the past four games we have
grown as a unit and have made
great strides defensively and are

beginning to feel more confident
moving the ball down the field.”
Most of the first games were
losses— but they played a close
game against Friends Friday,
September 16, which ended 1-0
in favor of the Quakers. “Even
though we lost, the team has
improved a lot over the season
and we look forward to playing

them again,” said midfielder
Anya Fries ’09. This match was
the first time the team came
within one goal of its opponent, an accomplishment that
keeps them in the hunt for some
wins throughout the season.
For the remaining part of the
season, McDonogh and Maryvale
are expected to be the toughest

opponents. Also, the team will
battle it out again on October
11. Watch for strong drives and
stick skills from Dawn Lee ’09.
“When Dawn becomes more
consistent, she will dominate
the games,” says Cardin-Lowe.
Expect good saves from goalies Lindsay Shiff ’09 and Erin
Shafer ’08, both of whom show

tenacity and determination to
keep the team in contention.
During practice, the girls are
working hard to improve their
stick skills, and they have shown
moments of grasping the complex strategies of the game. “We
just need time and experience to
help us,” stresses Cardin-Lowe.
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Key injuries hamper progress for Boys Varsity Soccer
by Ada Sonnenfeld ’08

Despite graduating many of
their top starters and losing 2-0
to its biggest rival, Boys’ Latin
September 9, Boys Varsity Soccer captains Jon Gill ’06 and
Brad Mendelson ’06 are optimistic about the rest of their season.
Redemption came against
Key School Tuesday September
13. The game, though dominated
most of the time by Park, was
tied 0–0 with only eight minutes
left, when Mendelson scored a
goal that bounced over the goalie’s head. It was Mendelson’s
first career goal. The second goal
was a beautiful pass from Ben
Levin ’08 to Ezra Rosenberg ’06,
who scored with only 30 seconds
left, giving the team a 2-0 win.
Goalie Ben Weinstein ’06
also played a key part in the
shutout game. “This is Ben’s
first year, he’s still learning, getting experience,” said Gill. In
the game against Boys’Latin, he
had some good saves, and got a
hand on their penalty kick, although he wasn’t able to stop it.
“We played hard most of the
game, but it is evident that the
difficulty we’ll have this season
is that we cannot score easily,
which will be a problem,” remarked Coach Lucky Mallonee
’62 about the game against Key.
“We were clearly the better team,
and we had numerous opportunities to shoot, but we were never
able to take them, which can be
quite frustrating,” Mallonee said.
Gill, sidelined by a broken

ankle, is frustrated by his injury. Currently, he is in rehab
with Dan Lopez, Park’s athletic
trainer. “I’ll be able to play in
about two weeks, but I can start
practicing next week,” Gill said.
He broke his ankle in early
July, while playing baseball in
Florida. Even though he’s still
out, he has gone to all of the
team’s practices and games.
Gill believes the team didn’t
play as well as they could
have, though he agrees that
they did dominate, “most of the
(Key) game, but we should’ve
dominated more,” he added.
In the game against Friends
Friday, September 16, the team
managed a 2-2 tie. “There’s a
lot of history between the two
teams,” said Ty Taborn ‘06. “We
tried to keep our cool, knowing we were under-matched.”
At the half, the game was tied
1-1, but after Friends scored
once in the second half, Rosenberg headed the ball into the goal
with eight minutes remaining,
to send the game into overtime, but neither team scored
and the game ended in a tie.
“This is the first time we played
well together,” said Gill. “Everyone is falling into their roles.”
Since the Friends game, the
Bruins have played two more
games. The first against Sts.
Peter and Paul was marked by
a lack of energy and the result
was a 3-0 loss. An even bigger
loss was that of fullback Gus
Bloom ’06 who tore the ACL
in his right knee and will miss

photo by R. Kutler ’06

G. Cohen ’06 volleys a pass in front of the Park School bench in a game against Sts. Peter and Paul.

the remainder of the season.
In the same game senior
Ty Taborn broke his right wrist
on a play near midfieldl. The
injury could sideline him for as
little as two weeks or possibly
the remainder of the season.
Either way it is a huge loss
for the team because Taborn
i s t h e t e a m ’s s w e e p e r ; a
key position in the defense.
The team rebounded September 21, with a win over Cardinal
Gibbons 4-2. The highlight of
the game was Freshman Noam
Yaffe’s three goals in the first half.
Varsity looks to improve on
its 2-2-1 conference record this
week. Wednesday they travel to
St. Vincent Palotti. Friday Park

A. Brandon ’06 #27 dribbles upfield as Cardinal Gibbons defender aproaches.
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The Park School of Baltimore
Brooklandville, MD 21022

plays Severn School at home in
a rematch of last year’s MIAA

B-Conference semi-finals.

Ravens leave several
questions unanswered
by Ben Goldstein ’08

NFL analysts, as well as most
NFL players, will tell you that
preseason doesn’t matter. The
starters only play one or two
quarters and teams often don’t
reveal many of the plays in
their playbook. The first game
of the season is also not always
indicative of how a team will
perform during the regular
season. Last year the Ravens
lost by 17 points in their season
opener against the Browns. The
Ravens ended up going 9-7 and
just missing the playoffs while
the Browns went 4-12 and
ended up dead last in the division. Two years ago, the New
England Patriots, got blown
out their first game 31-0. They
later went on to win the Super
Bowl that season. The lesson
to be learned: don’t worry, it’s
still early. Unfortunately for
the Baltimore Ravens, this may
not necessarily be the case.
As the Ravens took the field
last Sunday night for their season opener, some had high
expectations. Others worried
about the dismal preseason
showing. For the pessimists
among us, the same questions
from last year loomed. Will the
offensive line be able to pass
block? Can Jamal Lewis and
Todd Heap come back in Pro
Bowl form? Will Kyle Boller
finally take the next step and
become a legitimate NFL quarterback? The lengthy preseason
answered none of these questions. The offensive line was
suspect, giving up 12 sacks
and allowing the quarterback
to be hit and hurried countless

other times. The offensive line
played its best game against
the Washington Redskins in
the preseason finale, though
many of the Redskins’ starting
defenders did not play. The
first game of the regular season
was not reassuring either. The
line gave up three sacks, one
of which knocked Boller out.
The last five weeks also
haven’t provided any comfort to
questions surrounding the health
of Jamal Lewis and Todd Heap.
Neither played until the final
game of the preseason, and they
both received only limited action. In Sunday’s game, Lewis
ran the ball 16 times for a total
of 48 yards while Heap caught
four passes and piled up 38
yards. These aren’t phenomenal
stats for players of their caliber.
But among all of the concerns going into this season, the
most pressing has been Boller.
He looked good towards the
end of last season but struggled
early in the preseason. He threw
a total of four interceptions and
two touchdowns in only seven
quarters worth of play—not a
great ratio. It seemed to many
that Boller took a giant step
backward from where he was at
the end of last year. He looked
mediocre in his first start but
was knocked out early in the
third quarter. We won’t see
Boller for at least two weeks
and possibly two months. This
major question mark along
with all the others has yet to be
answered. But don’t worry,
no need to panic, its still early.
The Ravens can only hope.

