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Nobel Laureate visits Upper School
by Nate Kaufman ‘10
Dr. John C. Mather, winner of
the 2006 Nobel Prize for Physics and a senior astrophysicist at
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight
Center in Maryland, spoke to the
Upper School at an assembly October 28 about his work on cosmic
microwave background radiation.
For most of the assembly,
Mather illustrated that his work
supports the Big Bang Theory,
the idea of an ever-expanding
universe that originated in an extremely hot explosion of matter.
During his talk, Mather posed
a number of questions that he
hoped would provoke thought
and discussion. Why is there
matter but no antimatter? What
is dark matter? Was Einstein
right about relativity? How did
we get here? What came before
us? Mather presented these as
important astrophysics questions that are still unanswered.
He explained that he was directing the Cosmic Background
Explorer (COBE) Mission, one
of many projects that aid in understanding such questions. The
COBE Mission studied the pattern
of cosmic microwave background
radiation to create a map of hot
and cold spots in the universe.
The map was used to interpret
gravitational fields that are the
start of galaxies, and gave supporting evidence to the theory

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Winner of the 2006 Nobel Prize for Physics Dr. John C. Mather holds an intimate discussion with science students following his October 28 assembly.

of a big bang that created the
universe. It was for this data that
Mather won the Nobel Prize.
After the assembly, students
in science teacher’s Sean Lally’s
astronomy class remained to talk
more personally with Mather.
One of these students, Alex Katz
’10, was struck by his presence.
“Dr. Mather has done some
really incredible work in the past
few years,” Katz said. “It was a
great opportunity to be able to interact with him in such an intimate
setting after the assembly. It is unfortunate that the rest of the high
school was not privileged enough
to be afforded that chance.”

(JWST) Mission, along with
other missions. Named after
James Webb, the second director
of NASA who sent the U.S. to
the moon, the JWST will complement the Hubbel Telescope’s
findings by allowing scientists
to study the infrared spectrum.
Scientists hope they then can see
inside the dust where stars and
planets are formed. The launch
of JWST is planned for 2014.
Mather’s numerous awards
include the National Air and
Space Museum Trophy, the
Benjamin Franklin Medal in
Physics, and membership in the
National Academy of Sciences.

Maynard Franze succumbs to illness
The entire community mourned the loss of respected colleague,
friend, and mentor Maynard Beale

Franze who died November 5 from
complications of liver disease.
The father of Kayla Franze ‘11,
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Fall sports season wrapup and previews of winter
sports.

Mather was a graduate
student at University of California at Berkley when he
became involved in the design
of a polar orbiting satellite.
Mather learned that the government was asking for designs
for a small explorer spacecraft.
He joined Goddard in 1976
where he began his work on the
Cosmic Background Explorer.
Today, Mather, in addition to
his role as a senior astrophysicist
for the Goddard Space Flight
Center, is serving as Senior Project Scientist and Chair of the
Science Working Group of the
James Webb Space Telescope

photo courtesy L.W. Franze
Maynard Franze, with daughter Kayla ‘11, passed away November
5 from complications of liver disease.

Franze had worked for six years
as a Middle School study hall and
after school supervisor, and as a
summer camp employee. He also
taught sections of Middle School
Life Skills and served as a grade
representative for the junior class.
On Thursday, November
12, students, faculty, parents,
and siblings arrived at Brown’s
Memorial Baptist Church on
Belvedere Avenue to honor
Franze. The church was filled
with more than 400 people from
various communities that Franze
had influenced throughout his
life, including Edmondson High
School class of ’68, and Baltimore City Swim Club (BCSC),
where Kayla swam competitively.
To allow as many students

as possible to attend, Middle School was canceled and
three buses were provided to
transport Upper School students and school employees.
The service included singing
by the choir, a special soloist, and
readings by family and friends, including several letters written by
Park students, and a rousing eulogy. Head of School Dan Paradis
also spoke, telling a story of Franze’s interaction with his son Luke
over the summer at Park Camp.
Franze’s love for hand dancing
and devotion to his family and
friends were the highlights of a
piece written by Franze’s sister
entitled, “Dancing with the Stars.”
Continued, p. 10
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Baylis plans July departure to Texas
by Maddi Wyda ‘12
After managing a number of different
jobs at school for the past nine years, Upper School scheduler, technology coordinator, yearbook adviser, and computer programming teacher Kim Baylis is leaving
after graduation to live on a farm in Texas.
Baylis and her husband Mark
have been planning this for six
years. “[The idea is] to get back to
the biology of humans,” said Baylis.
Baylis’ other duties include running
a large-scale color printer, and handling
standardized testing, including AP exams.
As for scheduling, Upper School Science teacher Bob Carter will return to
one of his former responsibilities. “Most
people don’t know this, but I used to
do the scheduling before Kim took it
over from me when I became science
chair,” said Carter who will step down
from running the science department.
English and Art teacher Susan Asdourian will assume the role as adviser to the
yearbook, The Brownie. Baylis has made
sure to leave no loose threads with the
Brownie. “The current editors are all fully
trained and ready to pass it on,” she said.
Principal Mike McGill is unsure about
who will manage the copier, if the school
decides to keep it. As of now, the machine, located in the basement computer
lab, is used for producing the yearbook,
admissions booklets, the program of
studies, theater programs, and numerous
small projects and student publications.
McGill also said that standardized test-

ing, “will almost certainly be taken over
by someone we already have.”
No decisions have been made
about Baylis’ other jobs as Upper School technology coordinator
and computer programming teacher.
Though the choice to leave now may
seem sudden to some, these plans have
been in the works for many years. Baylis
is trading her Mt. Washington home for
her long-planned dream farm in Texas.
“The idea is to simplify my life,” she
said. She and her husband Mark will buy
only a few essentials such as salt and toilet paper. It will also be, “technoed up,”
as Baylis put it. They will keep in touch
with loved ones and Park students who
may wish to visit the new Texas home.
Meanwhile, work on the farm has already started. Mark Baylis was in Texas
for a few weeks doing what work he
could by himself, but has stopped for
now. “The rest of the work is at least a
two person job,” he said, and will start
up again when Baylis can join him.
The Baylis family chose Texas for their
farm because it is one of only three states
where tropical fruits can be grown--a must
for the Baylises. They considered Florida
and California, but Baylis described these
places as, “too crowded and too expensive.”
The low price of Texas land is an upside, and the environment and feel is
similar to that of South Africa, where
Mark Baylis is from. The Acacia tree,
the tree that giraffes eat from in South
Africa, can be grown in Texas, and that
is just another thing that charmed Baylis.

photo by M. Gold ‘10
Kim Baylis shares her office with a crowd of students including P. Middleton ‘12, T.
Huotari ‘11, C. Burwasser ‘11, M. Fox ‘12, M. Wyda ‘12 and J. Respass ‘11.

The atmosphere and people of Texas
also attracted Baylis when she lived in
Texas for a few years in her childhood.
“I just love the arrogance of Texans. I
love the, ‘my pick-up truck is bigger than
yours,’” she said. “It’s the bigger is better, do it my own way, never say die, get
out of my way that makes me love Texas.”
The farm will be home to many animals
and plants. They will have a 12-month
garden. “I want to grow my own, A-Z,”
said Baylis. “Anything you can eat,
wear or ride we will have.” She gave a
list of animals including alpacas, horses, donkeys, goats, chickens and ducks.
The farm itself is made of recycled material, mainly tires. The Baylises are being
paid to haul away old tires from tire dealers
in the area in their new pick-ups. They will

have a tire fence, and their house will even
be made of tires. The roof will be made
out of rubber shingles and their walls will
be stacked up tires coated with cement.
Baylis’ departure will affect the entire Upper School community. Many
students have expressed regret. Her son,
Mikey, a senior, completely supports
her, but others don’t want to let her go.
“I told her she is not allowed to
leave,” said
Kalyx Solomon, ’11.
“I
ordered
her
to
stay,”
said
Tanika
Lynch
‘11.
The faculty will miss her, too. “I
have never met anyone so creative and
innovative [and] who contributes so
much professionally,” Modern Language Chair Christine Broening said
to Baylis. “You are indispensable.”

Security manual details emergency procedures

photo by J. Patterson ‘10
Bob Peck created a security manual to provide instructions in the
event of different types of emergencies.

by Jackson Hance ‘12
To clarify procedures that will
guarantee safety of students and
employees during emergency
situations, Director of Security
and Safety Bob Peck is publishing a comprehensive manual of
instructions that will cover a variety of cases. Peck is also training teachers on the protocols,

and distributing information.
“We will be hanging sheets
covering evacuation and safety
in every classroom,” Peck said.
“We’re going over each room
and where you would go in the
case of an emergency.” The
school has located the areas
that are the safest in an emergency evacuation, and these
will be indicated on the sheets.

The security manual itself
will outline regulations for five
main situations: lockdowns,
modified lockdowns, emergency evacuations, reverse evacuations, and procedures in the
case of any sort of epidemic, or
other phenomenon which might
require school to be shut down
for extended periods of time.
Lockdowns and modified lockdowns cover any time in which it
would become necessary to hide.
This includes severe weather, an
intruder, or any event happening
within close proximity which
could affect the school adversely.
The most important feature here
is the establishment of safe areas.
“There must not be a roof
overhead, in other words there
must be at least one story above
it, and it cannot have any exterior walls,” Peck said. These
locations would be the safest
areas in the school and would

include the Blaustein basement
and Lecture Hall, the Middle
School hallways, and the hallway
leading to the Blaustein gyms.
Evacuations are the opposite of a lockdown, covering
situations in which the school
must be vacated. This would include fires, gas leaks, and bomb
threats. The security department has determined several
safe areas to which to evacuate:
Boy’s Varsity field, Tompkins
field, and the area across the
pond from the main building.
The manual also sets out
certain regulations for evacuations and lockdowns. Electronics and communications must be
turned off. This protocol is intended to stop any parents from
being alerted to a situation by
cell phone and then speeding to
school before it is appropriate.
“We don’t want anyone coming to Park until we’ve con-

tained the situation,” Peck said.
The one exception to this
rule is that teachers must have
their cell phones with them at all
times, in case they are somewhere
they cannot hear the alarms for
a lockdown or evacuation, and
the school needs to inform them.
These policies also don’t specifically cover every detail of
the process. In explaining the
reason for this Peck said that:
“…you only want to have so
much in writing,” because if
the manual is too detailed then
people won’t have time to read
and understand it. The manual
should be short and to the point.
The administration doesn’t
want the policy to be something
that makes it more vulnerable to
complaints and civil liability. The
school wants a useful tool that
facilitates proper responses to
emergencies, and by doing so insures the safety of the community.
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Polite replaces Riding in Admissions

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Eric Polite II replaced Mark Riding as Director of Middle School Admissions.

by Leah Shapiro ‘12
The new school year brought changes to
the admissions office. With the former Director of Middle School Admissions, Mark
Riding, having resigned unexpectedly
and the current Director of Upper School
Admissions, Mennette DuBose San-Lee
expecting a baby in December, the admissions office welcomes two new faces.
Eric Polite II is the new Director of Middle School Admissions and
Ruth Kalvar ‘85 will be taking SanLee’s place during her maternity leave.
After working at Park since July, 2001,

Mark Riding, the former Director of
Middle School Admission, announced his
resignation after school ended last year.
Riding felt it was time to make a change.
With a possible book deal on the horizon, and other interests he wanted to pursue, he felt he could no longer continue to
work as the Director of Middle School Admission and do a satisfactory job. “I didn’t
see myself in this position for the rest of
my life,” said Riding. “If I didn’t make the
move [when I did], I never would have.”
Currently working on his book and
home-schooling his daughter, Riding
is not interested in leaving the field of
education. Although no longer working
at Park, he hopes to remain a Park parent. His son is in the process of applying.
“I love Park School, and would love
to be a Park family next year,” said Riding. Though he would not say no to an
admissions position if the right opportunity came along, Riding is not seeking out admissions work for the future.
Eric Polite II previously worked at two
other progressive schools: Georgetown
Day School in an interim position last year,
and the Gordon School in Rhode Island
for six years before that. Previously only
working in professional development, equity and diversity, and administration,
this is Polite’s first admissions position.
As for the transition into the Park
community, “So far, so good,” Polite
said. “The community here is really
great and everyone from the faculty to

the kids has been extremely welcoming. However, I still believe I have a lot
to learn about the school and the culture
in order to truly be able to package the
school properly for prospective families.”
Polite has some plans for the future of Middle School Admission. He
hopes to re-work the buddy system, and
have middle school students give school
tours to potential students and families.
With many applicants and limited spots, Polite does feel pressure to
make the right admission decisions.
“The future of children is in my hands
and I’m one of the people who helps
make the decision of who gets access to an excellent education,” he said.
When Mennette San-Lee goes on maternity leave after Thanksgiving, Kalvar will
take over. Ideally, San-Lee plans to return
to work around April 5. Kalvar is an alumna
and current Park parent. Ultimately, “she
had the needed skill set, the interest and
the strong connection with the school—
she stood out,” said San-Lee about Kalvar.
In the meantime, Kalvar has been
training with San-Lee to fill San-Lee’s
shoes when the time comes. Kalvar’s
daily schedule includes becoming familiar with the students, curriculum,
and learning the business side of admission. “I feel very fortunate to have Mennette here to guide me; she gives lots
of guidance and support,” said Kalvar.
According to San-Lee, Kalvar will
be getting hands-on experience, meet-

ing the bulk of applying families,
overlooking student and parent visits,
and participating in information session nights at various high schools.
“I am both nervous and excited
about taking on Mennette’s job, as her
shoes are hard to fill,” Kalvar said.
“Still, Park’s a very vibrant place and
I’m looking forward to becoming increasingly comfortable as I get to know
the students and the school more.”

photo by M. Eversley ‘10
Ruth Kalvar ‘85 will substitute for Mennette San-Lee during San-Lee’s upcoming maternity leave.

Council sponsors Park’s Got Talent assembly
by Mariama Eversley ‘10
The lights dimmed and Aaron
Clayton ’11 took center stage,
wearing a sparkly red fedora
and tan suit. Smooth Criminal by Michael Jackson played
from the speakers, Clayton
broke out into dance, moonwalking and lip syncing. His
rendition of Michael Jackson’s
dance moves earned him second
place in the first annual Park’s
Got Talent, hosted by Adrienne
Tarver ‘10 and Rodney Hill ‘11.
Working to “liven up assembly,” the student council
conceived the idea for a talent
show. “People often stumble to
assembly,” said student body
President Michael Tucker ’10.
“We were inspired by the philosophy to make assembly fun
and set the stage for others.”
The assembly consisted of
different acts including singing, a 90’s-esque glow stick

dance, a theatrical performance of “Robin Hood, Men in
Tights,” and a memorable duet
between Upper School Dean
of Students Traci Wright, and
math teacher Tony Asdourian.
Judges Laura Friedman ‘11,
Tucker, English teacher Monica
West, Arts teacher Christine
Tillman, and History teacher John
Roemer rated each act, offering
either praise or criticism. At the
close of assembly they chose
five top ranking acts, with Brandon Steiner ‘11 as the winner.
“He was excellent,” said Tucker.
Aside from Park’s Got Talent, the student council has future plans for assembly. “We’re
interested in working with the
CCCP (Climate Change Committee at Park),” said Tucker,
“We could use the hour and
15 minutes to have a highschool-wide tree planting.”
The student council may
also organize a second talent
show in the winter or spring.

photos by S. Cornblath ‘10
Clockwise: A. Clayton ‘11
performs “Smooth Criminal”
by Michael Jackson; Traci
Wright and Tony Asdourian sing a medley of songs;
B. Steiner ‘11 accompanies
himself on guitar; J. DeMarco ‘11 reprises a role from
“Don Quixote” that he played
in seventh grade; M. Wecht
‘10, A. Schenerman ‘12 and
P. Middleton ‘12 perform a
parody of Beyonce’s “Single
Ladies”; and the Raging Bros
sang “Men in Tights.”
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Summer group studies experiences of black males
by Robin VanHouten ‘12
Just under the surface of
school life is a battle that some
black male students must fight
daily. To explore the issue,
Park’s Faculty and Curricular
Advancement program (FACA)
met this past summer to gain insight into the academic lives and
experiences of black male students, and exactly what they deal
with everyday here at school.
“There had been concern expressed over many years about
Park’s ability to recognize the
positive contributions of black
males,” said Carol Kinne, Coordinator of Community and
Student Services. After a black
male middle school student left
last year, a number of people
decided that a re-evaluation of
the school itself had to happen.
The resulting FACA, entitled The Black Male Experience at Park, dealt with racial
issues, and worked on understanding what is working well
and the challenges that black
males face in the school setting.

During the two-week-long
project, members of the FACA
interviewed several current,
black male students, who all
gave similar views about what
the black male student’s experience at Park is really like.
“This summer was really
about hearing the stories,” said
kindergarten teacher Kirk LaRue
who co-chaired the group along
with Kinne. He and other members met with several students,
alumni and parents, and listened
as the interviewees recalled numerous events and situations that
had occurred that had possible
connections to race and made
them feel uncomfortable. Events
like school personnel mixing up
the names of some black students
with others’ were often mentioned and discussed in detail.
“Parents offered kind of a bigger picture of what it was like,”
said LaRue in describing how
the various interviews went. According to the parents in kindergarten and grades one through
five, race isn’t really a big part
of inter-student relationships.
Play dates are very popular in

the lower grades and are what
form and keep solid friendships between younger students.
In recalling what a few parents had described, LaRue said,
“Sometime around seventh
grade is when the invitations
stop.” White male students stop
sending invitations to black
male students, and friendships
that had existed for years rapidly die within a short period
of time. “We’re not sure why
it happens, but it’s hurtful.”
To help understand this
friendship problem, faculty
spoke to several current black
male students to ask them
what advice they would give
to new, black male students.
“Think
before
you
speak,” said Jordan Williams ‘12. Be cautious about
whatever you say because it can
be misinterpreted into a negative, whether it was meant to be or
not. For example, if I were to say
that I write poetry, people would
immediately associate it with
rap music, but there’s really no
connection in my mind between my poetry and main-

Thefts prompt security changes

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
S. Yaster ‘10 tries to open the recently-locked door leading to the
Upper School commons from the deck.

by Alex Elias ‘11
With the recent increase of
thefts from the Arts Center to
science classrooms, the school
is revisiting its security policies.
At the end of the summer,
members of the science department found that several laptops and chargers were missing. Though Upper School
science chair Bob Carter said
that over the years some computers had not been returned to
the cart after being used for presentations, this was different.
“I had assumed that we were
not being sufficiently diligent…,”
Carter said. “When we returned
[after summer break], we were

missing several of the laptops…
An examination of the laptop cart
showed no evidence of forced
entry, though it became clear
that it was possible to get into
the cart without a key,” he said.
Earlier this year, Upper School
music chair Adele Dinerstein
found that her wallet was missing
when she was “packing up for
rehearsal [of the musical]. I took
my purse out of the locked place
I keep it and it felt twice as light.”
She said she realized that the
only time during the day that she
wasn’t near enough to her office
to have seen someone breaking in was during assembly.
“It’s a horrible feeling,” she
said. “It really takes you by sur-

prise. It just means that we have
been nicely spoiled in the past
by feeling comfortable in the
school environment,” she said.
“It’s important to remember
that our campus is very open,”
said Director of Safety and Security Robert G. Peck III. “We need
to be more responsible when
it comes to items of value and
not leave them lying around.”
Peck said that the school
is
still
discussing
solutions. “We are locking doors
more and we’re thinking
about adding more cameras.”
One of the changes directly
affects Upper School students.
Locking the door from the
pond, a popular point of entry, caught people by surprise.
Peck explained that there was
a miscommunication when
the door was first locked in
the mornings without warning. Though he said the confusion was unfortunate, “only two
people came to see me about it.
If anyone has any suggestions
about what they would like to see
happen [in terms of security protocol], I’d love to sit down and
talk to them about it,” he said.

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
J. Williams ‘12 (center) gathers regularly with friends during X
block. Williams participated in a study of the experiences of black
males at Park.

stream
rap,”
he
said.
“Everyone came in with their
own reasons to wanting to be a
part of the FACA,” said LaRue.
Faculty members involved in the
project were engrossed, and all
considered it to be very important.
“We were charged with the
question of, ‘What are you going to do after two weeks of
work?’” said Kinne. According
to Kinne, this summer was the
first time in her experience that

participants published personal
to-do lists dedicated to effecting
change. “The lists were shared
within the group,” she said,
“and we plan to meet at midyear to evaluate our progress.”
This points to the fact that
even with all the work done in
this summer’s FACA, there is
still more in store for everyone
involved. “I definitely think
the work is a spring board to
do more work,” said LaRue.

Successful matching grant
boosts annual fund by 3%
by Robin Coltri ‘12
Imagine being in charge of
annual fundraising. With the difficult financial climate, it’s safe
to say one would not be optimistic about the results of the coming year. Despite this adverse
economic situation, help from a
matching grant brought the 20092010 annual fund to $1.5 million, an increase of three percent.
Last year, the school had predicted a 10 percent drop in the
fund instead of the usual average
increase of 10 percent. Chairman
of Development Len Weinberg
’76 and Chairman of the Annual Fund Tom Wetzler ‘84 both
agree that annual giving is essential to the school’s function
and, “without the annual fund
we couldn’t try to pay the faculty
and staff for the fantastic jobs
that they do,” Weinberg said.
But with the downturn in the
economy, there were an unprecedented number of families who
needed financial assistance to remain at Park, and the annual fund
is a large contributor to financial

aid. A 10 percent drop would affect increased demand on the fund.
The school responded by
sending out a special plea to potential donors citing the increased
financial assistance need. One
answer was a generous offer that
had the potential to substantially
improve the school’s situation.
The offer came from the
Meyerhoff family and the terms
were these: for every two dollars
in new or increased donations
that the school received up to
$50,000, they would donate one
dollar up to $25,000 to match.
With the thought that a dollar donated would do more
than a dollar’s worth of good,
the school continued fundraising with vigor. In the end, the
school raised all $50,000 needed
to fully benefit from the Meyerhoff’s offer, thereby preventing
the loss of a number of families.
Accounting for the success
of the campaign, Weinberg
noted that “most parents, alums, and grandparents like Park
and believe in its [the school’s]
mission
and
philosophy.”
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Librarian Twig George publishes fifth book
by Emma Saltzberg ‘12
Lower School Librarian Twig C.
George, along with her brothers, and
their mother--well-known author Jean
Craighead George–have teamed up
to write a companion guide to one of
Jean’s most famous works, My Side of
the Mountain, published 50 years ago.
Pocket Guide to the Outdoors was released September 17, 2009. The family
wanted to create a guide that would get
kids to stop watching TV and go outside.
Twig believes that kids don’t know enough
about activities to do outside, and this book
provides them with practical suggestions.
Standing in front of a fake crackling
fire of her own creation, and accompanied
by a sound track of birdsong, Twig spoke
about the Pocket Guide to a group of
Lower School students, parents, teachers,
and others in the library November 17.
Twig talked about the book, its publication process, what it was like to work with
her mother, and why she loves nature. She
told about her vision of this guide, imagining it as a journal found tucked into a
corner of Sam Gribley’s home, a hemlock tree. (Sam Gribley was the main
character in My Side of the Mountain.)
Twig’s special guest was a real peregrine falcon named Holly. The falcon was significant because when Sam
Gribley lived in the Catskill Mountains, he wasn’t alone; he had his falcon, named Frightful, as company.
Jean Craighead George wanted to

write the Pocket Guide, but at 90 years
of age, it would have been an enormous
task for her to do by herself. She provided the ideas, however, and Twig
worked on the organizational aspect.
Having an author for a mother has
sometimes been hard for Twig, but she
has learned to accept it. “Until I was 40 I
was never going to write books,” she said.
She didn’t want to be just like her mother,
and so she waited to start writing until she
didn’t feel like she was living in her mother’s shadow anymore. It also helped that
she knew what the writing process was like.
Twig has embraced what her whole
family loves: nature. Twig’s father, John
George, is a biologist, as are many relatives on both sides of the family. Jean
was always outdoors with her family.
In fact, My Side of the Mountain is written about an experience that Jean had herself. In the back of the guide, she wrote,
“Sam Gribley is the voice of our family, a
voice from the nights we camped by waterfalls, from the days we made lean-tos in
the woods and fire with flint-and-steel. Sam
Gribley is my father taking me out in the
fields to learn the flowers and edible plants,
and into the woods to know the animals.”
Twig George and her more immediate family are also very interested in
nature. Twig has worked as the Director of Education for the Center for Environmental Education in D.C., and her
husband, David Pittenger, is the Director
of the National Aquarium in Baltimore.
Twig’s four previous books have all

photos by A. Sussman ‘10
Lower School Librarian Twig George describes how
falcons fly at speeds of 120 miles per hour and capture their prey in mid-air. Jim Seeger brought his
falcon, Holly, to George’s presentation in the library
November 17.

been about sea creatures. She wrote A
Dolphin Named Bob based on a dolphin
at the Aquarium, and her other works
include Swimming with Sharks; Jellies: the Life of Jellyfish; and Seahorses.
She calls her books “entry-level” –
meaning they have enough of a story to
keep kids interested in the book, but also
have information to get the kids interested
in researching the topic. “It’s not non-fiction, but it does have information,” she said.
With Pocket Guide to the Outdoors, the
George family is trying to get other people
to fall in love with nature too. This book
is an expression of the whole George family. “Sam Gribley is not just our family’s
passion, but a love deeply rooted in all

Americans—a love of the land to which
we all came—the wilderness,” wrote Jean.
The guide has many useful instructions on everything from making fire
to tying knots. It’s partially the story of
Sam Gribley, but Pocket Guide to the
Outdoors is also a practical book. The
family hopes that this book will get kids
off the couch, and teach them to love the
outdoors just as much as the Georges do.
“There really isn’t anything better,”
Twig said about being outside. “The Waldorf [Hotel]…forget it. [A person can] go
outside with just a blanket and a pocketknife and be fine… Maybe a little hungry.”

Blood drive runs smoothly

Upperclassmen attend health assemblies

by Emma Gross ‘11

by Alec Ring ‘11

Students and faculty brandished “Be nice to me I donated
blood!” stickers and Red Cross tshirts, signifying participation in
the annual blood drive. On November 11, the community met
the Red Cross’ goal of 28 units
of blood. Upper School English
teacher Greg Brandt who coordinated the blood drive said, “This
year’s drive went very smoothly.
There were no faints, throw ups,
or convulsions. Typically one

person falls on the floor, but
this year things went very well.”
This year all time slots for
blood donation were filled. In
total, 43 people showed up to
donate, but 15 were deferred
because they did not reach the
weight requirement, had low
iron levels, or had traveled to
certain places in the last year.
“I donate blood because it’s
just an hour of your time. That
one donation could save many
lives,” said Grace Buchta ’11.

photo by M. Attwood ‘11
Two members of the senior class stop into the gym to donate
blood. Donors contributed a total of 28 units.

The most common cancer
in males between the ages
of 15-35 is testicular cancer.
To educate junior and senior boys about the disease,
Hadassah of Greater Baltimore, a women’s volunteer
organization that promotes
health awareness, sponsored
a presentation October 26.
The assembly included
both informational and personal narrative providing the
students with a two-part look
into the issue. Every student
was also given a packet that
included
self-examination
instructions and other general cancer information.
Marc Kivitz, the leader of
the assembly told students to,
“take it home, take it out in
the community.” Kivitz continued to point out that there
are 7400 cases of testicular
cancer annually, and that “we

lose 300 to 400 good men each
year.” Kivitz spoke about his
personal experiences with the
disease when he was in graduate school. At the age of 21, he
was diagnosed with the disease,
but after many months of radiation and chemotherapy he was
cured. The treatment, however,
left a lifelong scar when Kivitz found out that he could no
longer have his own children.
Kivitz’s presentation was
well-received and seriously considered by the student body. “I
thought it was informative and
the guy did a good job,” Jon Hettleman ‘10 said. “He did a good
job of balancing the seriousness
of the issue while talking to high
school students.” Kyle Long ‘10
agreed: “It was good that we get
the low down on things like this.”
The assembly stressed catching the disease as early as possible since the symptoms of the
disease are all recognizable. The
first step is to find out one’s own

family medical history. If cancer
is common in a male’s family, he
is more likely to contract the disease. The next noticeable sign is
a lump in the chest. Other symptoms include lower stomach discomfort and swelling of the male
reproductive organs. If there is
any concern, one should “see a
doctor immediately,” Kivitz said.
The eleventh and twelfth
grade boys were not the only
ones learning how to lookout
for themselves. A simultaneous presentation was given by
three women from Hadassah to
the upperclassmen girls about
breast cancer awareness. Two of
the women were survivors and,
along with sharing their stories,
they explained the disease’s risk
factors and stressed the importance of regular self-examinations. Early detection, they emphasized, is the key to survival.
Hadassah visits to present these assemblies to juniors
and seniors every two years.
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Editorial
Defending Freedom of the Press, even in high school
A November 11 front-page
article by New York Times Supreme Court reporter Adam
Liptak described a controversy
at a New York private school.
Students at the progressive
Dalton School in Manhattan
hosted Supreme Court Justice
Anthony M. Kennedy at an assembly in late October. Afterwards, the school’s newspaper,
The Daltonian, was hoping to
feature an article about Kennedy and his assembly, but
Kennedy’s office intervened.
The piece was mainly biographical, but also gave a recap
of the Justice’s presentation.
Kennedy’s office “insisted” that
the school submit the article for
“fact checking,” and the school,
with the support of The Daltonian’s faculty adviser, complied.
But why did they agree? In
doing so, they waived a First
Amendment right to Freedom of
the Press. Would we do the same?
Ten years ago Supreme Court
Justice Antonin Scalia visited
here as Resident Scholar, spending the day addressing assembly, and speaking at two smaller
sessions. There was no lack of
student contact with the Justice.
After the main presenta-

tion, students
asked questions challenging the speaker’s
point of view on the Constitution. He responded thoughtfully, describing exactly why
he believed what he did.
The most important part
of his assembly, some argue,
was that, he too, challenged
the audience. Students were
forced to ask themselves why
they believed what they did.
Some teachers describe Scalia’s visit as one of the most
significant assemblies Park has
ever had. Like The Daltonian,
Postscript covered the Justice’s
visit. Unlike Kennedy’s office,
however, Scalia did not “insist”
on reviewing the article that was
soon to appear in our newspaper.
The problem at Dalton has
nothing to do with Kennedy’s
well-known personal adherence to the First Amendment.
It was not Kennedy’s decision
to review the article, and furthermore the problem actually
has nothing to do with the Justice or his office. The problem lies in the Dalton School,
and its reluctance to say, “No.”
Rachelle Work, who was faculty adviser to Postscript at the
time of Scalia’s visit, explains that

cartoon by S. Smith ‘10

“Scalia never asked to fact check
any article we wrote about him.
If he did we probably wouldn’t
have complied - or if we let him
read it as a courtesy, we wouldn’t
have done massive corrections.”
Our philosophy states: “It is the
objective of the school, through
its identity as a co-educational,
pluralistic community, to prepare
students to participate in the pub-

The Postscript

lic life of a democratic society.”
If we indeed want to be prepared
to live in this democratic society,
it is important to understand our
right to Freedom of the Press,
and to understand why both Dalton’s paper and our paper have
the right to refuse any requests
for prior review of its articles.
It is our responsibility as a
newspaper to make sure that the

information we publish is accurate (and we freely acknowledge
that we make mistakes), but if
we are uncertain about the accuracy of an article, it is incumbent upon the newspaper staff to
contact the appropriate parties.
Others are not entitled to review Postscript articles in advance or on request. And if they
did, we would graciously decline.
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Commentary
Private school is an alternative to the public option

photo by M. Eversley ‘10

by Adam Kelmenson ‘11
Baltimore City and County public
schools don’t work. They fail their students and teachers by promoting standardized tests and crushing creativity.
“Blow up the system,” said English teacher Howard Berkowitz. “It’s not working.”
Students attend Park and other independent schools because the quality of the
education at such institutions is far greater
than in any government-run classroom.
Calling Park School better than the
public alternative leads to a difficult and
open-ended question: What is a good
school? “A good school is one where

students feel safe to learn,” said Middle
School Librarian Lisa Gottlieb, who
worked in Howard County Public Schools
for 18 years. Berkowitz had a similar
idea about what makes one school better than another. “In a good school, students want to learn and the relationship
between students and teachers is respectful. It’s not dependent on where students
go to college after graduating,” he said.
For her entire Howard County career,
Gottlieb worked in middle schools. She
thought the school where she worked was
“a good school” until the institution of
the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLBA),
which is a set of public school reforms
implemented by the Bush administration. These reforms awarded money to
schools with high test scores. As a result,
schools were encouraged to teach to the
test in order to get government money.
“It [NCLBA] made me feel like I didn’t
fit. It did terrible things to teaching morale.
It was assessment-driven and it changed
the culture of school,” Gottlieb said.
Park School is the free-market alternative to public schooling. The school
is a business which must make money;

it has a purpose, a need for income, expenses, etc. Like any other business, the
school must have good management or
else risk going bankrupt. All of these
aspects of a business make this school
better than the government alternative.
Although Park is a non-profit organization, meaning it plans to spend as much as
it earns, ultimately breaking even, it has a
purpose, educating students, and therefore
must employ teachers. People employed by
Park need to support their families and to
do that they must have a source of income.
Since the school is financially autonomous, it must strive to be the best it can be in
order to keep and attract paying customers
so that teachers can continue to earn a salary.

‘All of these aspects of a
business make this school
better than the government alternative.’
On the other hand, public schools
don’t have to worry about running efficiently or attracting applicants because

their source of income can never run dry.
Therefore public school workers don’t
have to operate like Park teachers; if
they choose, they can report to work and
perform pre-planned tasks just like any
other government worker. There is no requirement to handle money efficiently or
teach classes creatively because a public
school, unlike Park, doesn’t depend on
teachers to attract or maintain students.
Capitalism seems to stretch only as far
as the actual running of Park. Although
teachers work for a free-market entity,
they themselves are not capitalists. Freemarket ideas suggest that they should
try and make the most money they possibly can. Public school teachers make
more money, so why then would anybody
choose to work at an independent school?
The answer, of course, is the students.
Teachers at Park would agree that it’s
worth it to make less money and have
a more enjoyable teaching experience.
Berkowitz supports this claim: “Starting
next year, I could work at a public school
and make three to four times more money.
Why don’t I do that? Because I like the
students here, I get a better education.”

Our campus: missing the forest for the trees
by Andrew Barry ‘11
Like most private schools,
Park is endowed with a nice
looking campus, complete with
well-manicured lawns and the
requisite greenery. This is even
completed with a small pond.
The forest, however, is by far the
most valuable part of the campus. It is also the most forgotten.
Outside of class, as students
engage in X-block activities,
head to sports practice, or hurriedly edit an English paper, our
forest is generally avoided. And
this is a pity, for the woods offer an area for contemplative
thought, a way to relax;
I
urge students to personally
take time to explore the forest.
As a school, we do very well
academically. Students have the
ability to take a wide variety of
classes. Often because of this,
students can talk intelligibility
about Gogol, politics, or existentialism. But in the end, all
of this talk is merely that, talk;
well-rounded academic education is not a full education. In
the pursuit of the intellectual,
we as a community have neglected other aspects of a full
education; the actual world, including the woods, are just as

important as the subjects we
spend six hours a day studying.
Except for The Woods, an
English class in which students
spend a great deal of time experiencing Park’s woods, classes,
mostly in the science department, use the forest as a resource
for collecting data.
While
these kinds of hands-on activities prove useful, one doesn’t
gain an appreciation for nature
through writing a lab report.
I am not pressing for a school
wide exodus, nor do I wish to
encourage the building of a
school amongst the trees. This
notion, while lovely, isn’t possible at a place like Park; instead, students should seize the
opportunity to enjoy the woods.
Time spent there can be infinitely more meaningful than
sitting around during G-block.
These small bastions of nature are also invaluable in an
age plagued with suburbia. The
serenity of the woods stands
in sharp contrast to the everencroaching threat of housing
developments, places where all
the trees have been cut down to
make way for homes and the only
semblance of nature are the treeinspired names of the streets. In

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
The Park woods offers a private place to relax and to get away; while it gets some use by athletes and
The Woods class, few students actually visit.

short, the woods offer a tangible
sense of place. In this sense it is
a refuge from our world of strip
malls and suburban sprawl. It is
even an escape from our school,
a complex of buildings where
it is entirely possible, to spend
a day walled inside. Life spent
solely cordoned by walls, under
the gleam of fluorescent light,

is quite frankly dehumanizing.
I simply urge the entire community to appreciate the forest
that borders the campus. In our
quest to become environmentally
sustainable, we don’t want we are
trying to save. It is an incredible
luxury to be able to walk in the
woods during free blocks. There
is no way to objectively value

the woods, so all I can do is vigorously implore students to take
the occasional visit to the woods,
to explore the trails that run
through it. This forest may not rival local parks in beauty or size,
but it provides the students of
Park with a small slice of nature,
an escape from the typical, and
should be appreciated as such.
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‘What’s so great about a Nobel Laureate?’
by Daniel Stern ‘12
Weeks have passed since Dr. John
Mather, Nobel Laureate in Physics, came
to speak at an Upper School Assembly. In
introducing Dr. Mather, science teacher
Sean Lally noted that it was “a
privilege to have
him.” It was truly
a privilege to have
him. Dr. Mather is
not only knowledgeable and accomplished
in
his field, but also
a strong speaker
– one who tried
photo by A. Sussman ‘10
to tone down the
complexity of the
subject matter to match his audience.
Still, while some of the Upper School
admired the speech and acknowledged
their fortune in hosting a Nobel Laureate,
much of the Upper School did not. Many
students tuned out and were left bored and
unaffected by the assembly. How could
you blame them? Past guests, such as resident artists, had blindly lectured us without recognizing the mood of the audience.
Others had tried to engage us, but lost the

battle; we were too busy thinking about
our next class, the homework we hadn’t
yet finished, our social lives, or anything
besides the speaker. That would surely
be different for a Nobel Laureate though,
right? All of us would respect and pay attention to someone as talented as he, right?
Wrong. As previous commentaries have
observed, it’s clear to the faculty around us
that we don’t respect assembly speakers,
particularly guest speakers, as much as we
should. We often pay little attention to the
content of their speeches and then, in typical Park fashion, question the little we’ve
heard. Instead, we should be taking initiative to remain focused and give them the
same amount of time as they’re giving us.
The speakers, and everyone else in the
room, can tell when we stay truly engaged;
we laugh at their jokes and nod in agreement. Respect on the part of the students
makes all the difference. Yet, as a whole,
we continue to give no deference. From
the Park-graduated producers to the guest
writers – from the Arctic Club to Math Society, it’s as if every speaker is as boring
and unworthy of our time as the last. As if
alumni have moved on into uninteresting
fields and Nobel Laureates aren’t that great.
Assembly isn’t there as a break, a
way to take time away from our normal

periods. It should be seen as an extension of the regular school day, an extension of the classes and clubs in which
we are constantly engaged. When Dr.
Mather comes to speak about his discoveries in the world of physics, consider it
an extension of physics, chemistry and
astronomy classes. When PAWS or Robotics leaders talk to us about their clubs’
progress, think of it as an update, not as
a mindless, pointless, waste of your time.
Yes, there are other assemblies. “Park’s
Got Talent” and musical performances are
good showcases of the talent that we have
at our school. Those assemblies are the fun
ones. We can sit through those because
they’re enjoyable to watch – we presume
that they’ll be enjoyable to watch. We
give deference to the presenters and the
assembly itself. Guest speakers and artists
are just as important. They showcase talent from outside of our school. Both types
of assemblies are equally important and
deserve the same respect. If we pay attention to one, we should to the other as well.
Adele Dinerstein, high priestess of assemblies, would assert that assemblies
have been thoughtfully prepared, that assemblies are worth your time. So please,
for the sake of our speakers, let’s try to
act accordingly. There is, in fact, as much

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Dr. Mather presents an assembly on the
work that earned him a Nobel Prize.

to be learned from any given assembly as
there is from any given class period. Take
Dr. Mather, for example, Matt Porterfield,
the Park harrassment crew or any other
assembly that you failed to have the courtesy to pay attention to. From now on, man
up. Let’s take responsibility as a student
body; let’s avoid a biweekly naptime and,
instead, take advantage of the opportunity.

Students should ask, not expect to be told
by Katelyn Greller ‘13
“Is it raining?” the students
of Monica West’s class muse
aloud. They are referring to the
trickling of the fountain in the
pond outside. With the same
displeasure, people find that the
door leading to the commons
won’t open. Previously, it was
a shortcut to the Upper School.
Changes have been made,
leaving students confused by the
apparent gap in staff-to-student
communication. While these
choices are not popular, they are
not unwarranted or abrupt. The
reasons for them have not been
kept under wraps, but have not
been highly publicized either.
One change was the addition
of a fountain to our picturesque
pond. This replaced the underwater “bubbles” that oxygenated
it. The fountain is another way
to keep the pond clear of algae.
More unwanted is that the
door leading to the Upper School
commons is now locked; this
was urged by law enforcement
officials. However, all students have not been informed
of that. We wonder why there
was no announcement. We

are used to having changes at
school brought to our attention,
and giving feedback in return.
The main complaint about the
fountain is
that it creates noise
pollution.
T e a c h ers in the
Fishbowl
have complained that
photo by A. Sussman ‘10
the sound
is
roaring. My classmates will attest
that the fountain is a distraction. Not only that, but some
are worried that the fountain
gives Park an air of prestige.
Eva Cohen ’13 said, “The
pond was natural and yet regal
on its own.” At an October Senate meeting, many people agreed
that the fountain makes us look
“snobby” to visitors. On the other
hand, the fountain is not there for
its elegance. Its purpose is to prevent algae. Nevertheless, I think
the fountain is pretty and serene.
Locking the door which leads
to the commons is annoying to
students. Yet Bob Peck, direc-

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
The newly-installed fountain disrupts the pond and is one of the recent changes that have been made
without explanation.

tor of security, takes into account who he will inconvenience
with every decision. Showing me a map of Park School,
Mr. Peck pointed out that the
path through the front of the
school is about the same length
as the one through the deck.
Still, is removing that option necessary for our safety?
Mr. Peck said that the door is
in a blind spot with no camera,
and leads to a hallway with little
foot traffic throughout the day.
Locking the door was recommended by law enforcement

and the fire marshal. If students
knew this, they would be less
annoyed. Mr. Peck revealed that
there was going to be a school
wide e-mail explaining the situation, but the door was mistakenly locked before he could
send it. The door was supposed
to be locked later this month.
Students care so much about
these developments because we
are accustomed to direct and
open communication with our
superiors. In fact, I’m hesitant to
call our teachers and staff “superior” because we are not treated

as “inferior”; our voice matters very much to them. “When
there’s a parking change, I have
kids in my office asking about
it,” said Peck. As with the door,
no one has gone out of their way
to see him in person. I have not
heard of anyone meeting with
someone about the fountain, perhaps because they don’t know
who is responsible for it. We are
fortunate to have input towards
what happens at our school. If we
are not taking it upon ourselves
to change something, though, it
must not be a significant problem.
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Breaks are necessary
for 90-minute blocks
by Jesse Orr ‘11

cartoon by S. Smith ‘10

World Series for sale
to the highest bidder
by Jake Max ‘12
The New York Yankees bought the
2009 World Series Championship. With
a total payroll of over $200 million for the
season, the Yankees spent more money
than any other team by over $60 million.
They defeated the Philadelphia Phillies in
the World Series, who have seventh highest
payroll of $113 million, four games to one.
Five out of this season’s eight playoff
teams placed in the top ten payrolls in
Major League Baseball. The other three
teams were the St.
Louis
Cardinals,
the Colorado Rockies, and the Minnesota Twins. Both
the Cardinals and
the Twins were
swept 3-0 in the
photo by A. Sussman ‘10 first round of the
playoffs and the
Rockies lost in the first round 3-1. The
Boston Redsox lost in the first round as
well. All four teams that advanced to the
League Championship Series, the Yankees, Phillies, Angels, and the Dodgers,
placed in the top ten payrolls in the MLB.
As teams like the Yankees spend more
and more money, it becomes harder and
harder for small market teams to compete
for a Championship. Sure, last year the
Tampa Bay Rays made it to the World Series with one of the lowest payrolls in baseball, but this year they did not even make
the playoffs, finishing in third place in the
American League East. If there was a salary cap then the Rays could have held on
to some of their free agents instead of the
Yankees coming in and out bidding them.
Teams like the Yankees, Redsox, and
Phillies make it to the playoffs year in and
year out because they have the luxury of
taking risks that other teams cannot. If
one of the Orioles’ big players gets hurt
they are in big trouble, whereas the Yankees can just go out and buy a replacement
when one of their players gets injured.
The main reason that the Yankees and
the Redsox can afford to spend so much
money is simply their location. New York

and Boston bring in huge revenues from
their television networks. The Orioles and
Nationals have recently invested in the
television business but they don’t make
nearly as much money. TV advertisements sell for much higher in New York
because the TV market is much more valuable there, due to the larger population.
Baseball has become a sport dominated
by just a few teams. The sport is clearly
on the decline, and if nothing is done,
eventually teams like the Orioles will go
out of business. One reason why the NFL
is the most popular sport in America is because of its unpredictable nature. Almost
every team is in the running for the Super Bowl at the beginning of each season.
The NFL has a salary cap, which limits
the amount of money each team can spend
on players. The most successful NFL
teams are the ones with good management, not the ones with the most money.
If the MLB was to enforce a salary cap,
then teams like the Yankees wouldn’t
just be able to buy the World Series.

‘As teams like the Yankees
spend more and more money,
it becomes harder and harder for small market teams to
compete’

Recently the United States Government set a limit on how much companies
receiving bailout money can pay to their
executive employees, setting a $500,000
salary cap. Any additional compensation must be paid to them in stock which
gives employees an incentive to stay at
the company and help in its success. Ken
Feinberg, the Treasury Department’s
special master for compensation, was in
charge of this project. Mr. Feinberg’s
job was to ensure that employees would
be rewarded based on long-term performance rather than short-term gains. This
encourages workers to take fewer risks,
and work for the good of the company
in the long run. Perhaps Major League
Baseball should follow suit, and save the
game that was once America’s pastime
from its seemingly inevitable collapse.

Recently, some teachers have talked
about getting rid of breaks during class.
Teachers complain that students on break
distract teachers and students in class, due
to their rowdy and loud behavior in the
hallways. However, breaks are a necessary component of many classes; without
them we’d be more distracted, not less.
The introduction of breaks started with
the switch to 90-minute classes to help students become accustomed to longer periods. Since then, they’ve become increasingly popular among students and teachers,
who enjoy the brief respite from class they
provide. This is for good reason; in some
classes, particularly math and modern
language, breaks are necessary to keep
focus during the whole 90-minute period.

‘Breaks are a necessary
component of many classes; without them we’d be
more distracted, not less.’
It’s important to note that the primary
group against breaks is the English department, whose classes are structured
drastically differently from either math
or modern language. If there’s such a
difference between departments, it indicates that breaks are necessary for some,
no matter the opinion of other teachers. Breaks are necessary as they offer
choices to teachers about their classes;
anything else would be a disservice.
Additionally, there isn’t even a problem. More than two thirds of students
polled said they don’t even get distracted by other students on break; as for the

other third, if students are getting distracted by just seeing people in the hallway, it’s a problem with either the class
or the student, but not the kids on break.
There may be a few genuinely distracting moments, but these should be dealt
with on an individual basis – not by going
overboard and banning breaks entirely.
It’s not simply a
selfish wish for free
time that explains our
approval of breaks,
without them many
students would simply
not do as well. I’ve
photo by J. Patterson ‘10
had breaks in math and
Spanish every year of
school, and they’ve served me well by
keeping me from getting bored or distracted in class – the same hasn’t been
true of other subjects. Breaks provide
an opportunity to relax during class, get
a quick bite to eat from the school store,
or just stretch your legs. Without them,
our classes would drag on, and the point
of longer classes (more time to work,
can get more done) would be negated.
Solving the “problem” of breaks
would result in many more issues than
letting them continue. Sure, a few students are distracted, but how many more
would be distracted if they didn’t have
a chance stretch their legs at all? It’s
nice to say that students should be able
to focus for the full period, but it simply isn’t true; we’re teenagers. Abolishing breaks would be the silliest idea I’ve
heard since taking teacher names away
from scheduling was brought up, and
I hope both ideas are left in the dustbin
where they belong. Otherwise, we’ll all
be in for a lot more boredom during class.

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
J. Max ‘12, E. King ‘12 and H. Shulman ‘10 raid Mike McGill’s cookie jar during a
break from class.
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Maynard Beale Franze Dear Friend,
1950-2009
Dear Co-worker...

Continued from cover

Large arrays of flowers surrounded the Pastor’s platform, and
those who desired had the opportunity to console the Franze family.
Despite the dismal weather, the
church remained full of love and support for the mourning family. “There
were a lot of tears,” said Tanika Lynch
’11. “But the service was a celebration of
his life. He did a lot and that was made
clear. Half of it I didn’t even realize.”
“The service was very uplifting, and
although it was such a sad time, the
preacher, choir, and atmosphere helped
ease the sorrow,” said Adam Kelmenson
’11. “It was a gathering for the people he
touched to commemorate all that he was,

and all that he did for us.”
Many of the students who knew Franze
had encountered him in the library, where
his desk was located, as he would greet
passing students. “I met him during Middle School study hall,” said Grant Kitchen
’12. “I talked to him a lot after school. He
would tell me about the progress of all of
his students, or we’d just chat about the
Ravens game.” Those with whom Franze
was very close continue to remember his
encouragement and affection. “Mr. Franze was a great man. He loved and supported all of us,” said Maya Fox ’12. “He’d
say, ‘I know you can do great things.’”
Alex Elias ‘11 and Emma Gross ‘11 contributed to this article.

From
Kayla...
DADDY
You always told me I changed your
life. You said you always wanted a child
and when I was born it helped you to
grow into the man you had become. Yet
I am the one who is truly blessed. You
have raised me to be the young lady I
am today and taught me lessons that will
stick with me throughout my life. You
supported and pushed me in every activity I did. You were my soccer mom, my
coach, my teacher, and my friend. You
were always there for me when I needed
you, and even when I didn’t. You always
looked out for me and when I think about
everything you have done for me I am at
a loss for words. I know that a written letter could never express the appreciation
and gratitude I feel for you. You truly are
the best father ever. I am certain that I
won’t be the same without you, but I have
learned from you that I must stay strong.
I will continue to make you proud because I know you are watching over me.
Thank you Daddy, I’ll always love
you.

by Twig George, Lower School
Librarian
I doubt if anyone would think of me
when they thought of Maynard’s friends.
But, Maynard was my office-mate in
Park’s library for two years. You learn
a lot about a person when you share a
small space. Very quickly you figure out
whether this person will be a friend, or
something else.
Maynard was a friend. He was a
perfect roommate, which is a rare thing.
We quickly figured out when to be quiet
and when to speak, when to leave the
office so that the other person could take
a phone call and when to stay. And, you
learn what they like.
We both liked gum. Our friendship
began with a large plastic jar of Eclipse
gum. 60 pieces. I saw it in Wegmans,
so I bought it and brought it in to the
office. When Maynard came in, I smiled
– look at this! Have some. He took a
few pieces. We went to our classes mine with the sixth graders, his with the
seventh grade study hall. We finished the
week and the 60 pieces. The next week
quietly, with no fanfare, no discussion,
another large pack of gum appeared. He
offered me one. And that began an easy
friendship. We shared gum – peppermint,
spearmint, nothing fruity.

photo courtesy Brownie

He talked about Kayla. I talked about
my daughters. He talked about kids he
was mentoring, and I talked about my
sixth graders. He talked about groups
in the city he worked with and I talked
about parent groups I’ve been part of for
many years. The next week I supplied
the gum, and the week after that he

did. There was no discussion; the gum just
appeared. That’s the way it was.
It’s not always easy to share a cubicle
with someone. There’s not a lot of room,
no privacy. I always kept a shelf free for
him. He ignored my stuff strewn about. He
helped me move the Upper School boys out
of the library classrooms, I helped him find
labor statistics on unemployment for a paper
he was working on.
Every morning there would be a check-in,
“How ya doin’?” If all was good he would
just nod, if there was something going on
he’d say, “I hear ya.” And, the thing was – he
did. Not a lot of advice, no judgment, just a
simple “I hear ya.” I’d ask him if everything
was okay. Usually he’d nod, but sometimes
he’d roll his eyes. I knew what he meant.
We discovered that we both graduated
from high school in 1968 when he helped
organize his 40th reunion. He wanted to find
all the people in his class. And, of course,
there were several that had passed away. He
shook his head and told me a little about
each one. There was a lot to do to prepare for
the reunion weekend, but after it was all over
he was ready for the next one. Maybe in a
couple of years, he said, everyone had such a
good time.
To me, Maynard was a person who
took life on life’s terms. I never heard him
complain, or blame. He saw things clearly,
took responsibility for his part, and was a
kind person. He wanted to do what he could
to make things better, and I watched him
work hard at it – all the time. I’m not sure
you can get better than that.
At the end of school last year I switched
jobs and moved my desk to the other end of
the office. When we left school last summer,
he was full of plans for this year. He wanted
to talk about possibilities for school trips.
In September, when we started school, he
looked tired. Soon he looked ill. When he
passed away, I knew I had lost a good friend,
the perfect roommate, and the community
had lost a clear voice.
At his funeral I learned so much about
him. About the husband and father and
friend that he was. It reminded me that we
need to know each other better. That even
when we see each other every day, and share
a space, we often don’t know enough.
I came back from the funeral and saw
a big jar of gum on my counter. I guess
it had been there all along, but since we
hadn’t shared an office this fall I didn’t pay
much attention to it. Or, maybe now that
Maynard’s gone, he’s messing around with
things and the gum’s a message that he’s
okay and that he wants us all to share, not
just gum, but ourselves. Okay, Maynard, I
hear ya.
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A life dedicated to children
by Nick Sangiamo ‘12
Maynard Franze was a study hall supervisor for almost six years who expanded his role to that of mentor, friend, tutor,
and advocate of numerous Middle and
Upper School students, and their parents.
While stationed in the library because
study hall moved there in 2007, Franze
became an important member of the library staff, overseeing students and caring for the library, and maintaining a
steady presence during long after-school
hours for children waiting for their parents to pick them up. Franze passed
away November 5 after a short illness.
Franze was never one to ignore struggling students. He helped kids who were
behind in classes by providing a quiet
space to get their work done. Although
he made sure the kids did not rush through
their work, he would say, “It’s also important not to stand over top of them.” He
wanted kids to feel comfortable and know
that study hall was not a punishment.
Franze worked with children for several years prior to coming to Park. During his previous job for the Juvenile
Justice System, he was involved with
kids ages 9-18. Many came from foster
homes, or other difficult living conditions.
“I was a community resource for the kids
there, helping them out with various problems
they might have,” Franze said. When working with kids there, he would have them write
down their goals and help them achieve them.
Although there were few success stories to
report from his previous job, Franze recalled

one kid who was extremely determined to
get into high school. Franze was able to
help him pass a test that would allow him
to get back into the public school system,
which he did; he then went on to graduate.
In general, however, his job at
the juvenile center was not rewarding. “For the most part, kids were not
determined at all to improve the condition of their lives,” Franze said.
Often, he needed to restrain some of
his charges, administer their medications, or go to court with them. Failure to make a difference was all too
common. This, he said, was one of
his prime reasons for coming to Park.
“Working with kids is my passion,” said Franze. But, he wanted to
help students who actually valued him.
Dean of Students Traci Wright first
met Franze at a city-wide admissions
convention held by the Association of
Independent Maryland Schools. After
talking for a while, they both believed
Park would be a great fit for him and his
daughter Kayla, then in kindergarten.
Wright described Franze as, “the perfect balance between warm, caring, and
stern,” important qualities for somebody
who strives to make students feel comfortable during study hall, yet also making sure
they would thoroughly finish their work.
When asked what he loved most
about his job, he said, “It’s the relationships I form with the kids.” He enjoyed
communicating with them the most.
Mariama Eversley and Susan Weintraub
contributed to this article.

As a senior at Park, I will leave
with many memories, and one of those
memories will be my relationship with
Maynard Franze. I met Mr. Franze during
my sophomore year when I started
working in the library after school. He
welcomed me with open arms and a
helping hand, always making himself
available to talk to. It gave me comfort
working beside a positive African
American male in a place that was new
and sometimes strange to me.
I have a different background from
many other Park students. When I first
met Mr. Franze, I could tell that we had
similar backgrounds, and that similarity
allowed us to connect well early. He was
able to give me a different perspective on
the Park School. His being fairly new to
Park at the time helped me a lot because
I was able to look at him and see how
comfortable he had become in a different
setting, which gave me confidence that I
would also be able to reach that level of
comfort eventually.
Along with Mr. Franze’s hospitality,
he is also a very committed person,
especially when it comes to the students
at Park. He has a great passion for
working with youth. As a senior in
the Upper School I have been able to
observe his interaction with the older and

younger students. He makes sure that
they are putting their studies first at all
times because he really wants to see them
do well in school. He also takes pride in
the atmosphere in the library by staying
on top of the students if they are not
respecting the others working in there.
Even though he comes off as strict at
times, he still finds time to joke with the
students and is always checking to make
sure things are going well in their lives.
He has definitely been a great example
in my life these three years and he has
motivated me to treat others better.
Mr. Franze is also very much involved
in other aspects of the Park School. He
is part of different committees that focus
on necessary changes that could be made
at Park to make it a better place for the
whole community. I respect the fact that
he joined these committees because I feel
that it’s important to have diversity, as
well as other ideas in the committees at
Park. Mr. Franze definitely brings both
of these types of diversities to Park. Mr.
Franze has become a part of my family
and I will never forget the great times we
shared working together in the library,
and the impact that he has made in my
life.
Karl Nelson ‘09 wrote this letter to the
administration before graduating last year.

Memories of a
gentle man
by Abi Colbert-Sangree ‘13
I just remember one day when I
had been crying. I went into the library
and said, “Hi” to Maynard Franze like
always. He asked me how I was. I said I
was fine. He said, “I know you’re lying.”
He was such a genuinely kind person,
always ready to help or chat.
It’s horrible that he died, so young.
I’m so sorry for his loss.

12

Features
The Postscript | November 24, 2009

Breaks in the Upper School spark debate
by Juliet Eisenstein ‘11

S

tretching one’s legs,
grabbing a quick pickme-up snack from the
school store, and taking a moment to ask a teacher a question
are all reasons why Park students
treasure breaks. Ever since Park
decided to make most classes 90
minutes long, breaks have become
a regular part of students’ daily
schedules. As they transitioned
from 45-minute classes, students
needed a way to adjust to periods
that were twice as long as before.
Over the years, breaks have
become more and more common.
This is evident now about halfway through each block, when
students wander out of their classrooms and crowd the hallways.
According to a poll, the majority of the student body is in
favor of breaks. “An hour and a
half class is just too long to sit in
class and listen to someone,” said
Ben Sottak ’11. Most students
agree that it is helpful to have a
few minutes to rest and recharge.
“It’s a good time to organize your
thoughts,” said Daniil Lyalko ’11.
Many teachers share their students’ opinion and make sure to
give breaks during their classes.
“Students need a chance to reset,” said Upper School math
teacher Tony Asdourian. “In my
math classes, there’s often a certain kind of focus and intensity

in a specific line of reasoning
that requires one frame of mind
and a lot of concentration.” In
math especially, where an entire class can easily be spent
going over only a couple of
homework problems, students
can lose focus without a break.
Upper School Spanish teacher
Paul Villmoare agrees with the
necessity of breaks. “The break
is important to disconnect, relax, and decompress,” he said.
“Most of the time students come
back visibly more focused.”
Other members of the Upper
School community, however, believe breaks disrupt the format of
the class. “If [students] are running around outside your class and
you have to sit there concentrating, it can be pretty distracting,”
said Michael Cunningham ’11.
Many teachers agree with this
frame of mind. “Breaks shouldn’t
be necessary,” said English teacher Kevin Coll. “With 90-minute
blocks, we should be thinking of
our classes as two 45-minute or
three 30-minute units that represent different modes and include
time for reflection and changingof-gears.” He believes organizing classes that way allows for
students to take breaks without ever leaving the classroom.
English teacher Howard
Berkowitz agrees that breaks
should not be necessary, although for a different reason. He
perceives longer class periods as

Students’ thoughts on breaks
“I don’t think students need breaks. We
should be able to sit for an hour and a
half and be engaged by the material. It’s
the teacher’s job to supply us with that
interesting material.”
“All classes need to have a break. It is really
frustrating and exhausting to sit through an hour
and a half long lecture.”

“The only classes I really find myself
craving breaks in are the classes that give
them. This could mean that I only miss
breaks because I have them, but then again
I may be waiting for the end of the period
more in classes that don’t give breaks.”
“Breaks help me focus for the duration of
class and allow me to get a drink or go to
the bathroom without missing class.”

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Upper School students rush to Principal Mike McGill’s office to grab cookies during a 5-minute break
from class.

opportunities for students and
teachers to have continuous, interesting, intellectual conversations without disruption. “I truly
believe that one of the greatest
values of the 90-minute class
is the depth that can be developed when students and teachers work on problems and ideas
together for longer periods of
time without interruption,” said
Berkowitz. “Students expect
me to remain in class and engaged for the full 90 minutes;
I expect the same of them.”
Most teachers note, however,

that they don’t judge other teachers’ decisions about whether or
not to give breaks. “I don’t have
any objection to others not giving breaks,” said Asdourian.
“You have to do what seems to
be the best thing to allow students to work best.” Berkowitz
shares that sentiment. “I trust
[other teachers] know what’s
best for their classroom,” he said.
Though some disagree on the
necessity and purpose of breaks,
most agree that the large number of students that enter the
hallways 45 minutes into each

class period can be overwhelming and disruptive. Berkowitz
teaches in the Humanities hallway, which receives a lot of
traffic during breaks. “Students
in my classes do become distracted when other classes let
out mid-stream and come marching past my room,” he said.
It is evident that people have
a variety of opinions on this issue. What remains to be seen
is how the community will address the disruption that results
from having so many students in
the hallways during class time.
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French exchange students experience American life
by Lindsey Moskowitz ‘11
When students from the Institut de
la Tour School in Paris leaned in with
their traditional French greeting, two
brisk kisses, one on each cheek, Park
students were a bit taken back. Bringing with them rich culture, language, and
traditions to America from almost 4000
miles away, the visitors had arrived for
the second half of the French exchange
program, and were ready to immerse
themselves in American experiences.
While the French students were visiting, it was fascinating to observe similarities and differences between them and their
American teenage counterparts. One big
difference was that the two cultures have
very different attitudes towards education.
“People in America don’t have the
same values for education,” said, Aida
Ladjimi, a student from Institut de la
Tour. “In France, they like to push us
to do more and more so we’re not very
pleased to go to school with so much
stress all of the time.” Teachers were
one of the largest differentiating factors.
“Everyone here is just really close to their
teachers, especially since they call them
by their first names,” said Cecilia Roux.
Typical school days in France are
longer. The day begins at 8:30 and

ends around 6:00. In the middle of the
day they have between 60 hours and 90
minutes for lunch, for which they normally go home. Instead of having afterschool sports at school, they only have
it during the day in a Physical Education
class. Some students play sports through
other clubs or organizations; however the school itself has no programs.
Another observation was the different approaches to eating. America has a
reputation for fast food and large portions,
while French cuisine places a higher emphasis on quality instead of quantity. “It
is something they enjoy and indulge in
without it being excessive, whereas in
America I feel like it’s common to eat and
do most other things in excess,” said exchange student host Laura Friedman ‘11.
During their days at Park, the French
visitors had the privilege of attending some
of Park’s most popular elective classes,
including Animal Behavior, Biochemistry
of Food, Civil Liberties, and Race at Park.
“Race at Park was a great class. I loved
the debate we had between the Americans
and the French,” said Ladjimi. While
they were out of school, their hosts and
chaperones took them to Baltimore tourist sites such as Fort McHenry, the inner
harbor, and Fells Point. They also went
to Washington D.C. and Philadelphia.

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
J. De Saint Leger, A. Pagniez, E. Michau and Liana Fruchtman-Colas ‘86 observe beta
fish during an environmental studies class.

Perhaps the most anticipated trip during their stay was to Abercrombie and
Fitch. Even though in America it’s not
too popular with high school students, in
France, it’s considered “cool” because
they don’t have it there. “In total, all of the
kids probably spent about $1500 there,”
said another host, Laura Edelman ’11.
Besides shopping, the French exchange students really enjoyed getting to

Les étudiants disent…

French Facts

What are the biggest differences
between Park and Institut de la Tour?
-Fewer classes
-More facilities
-Fewer students per class
-Closer teacher-student relationships
-The Philosophy—Park trusts its
students more; La Tour is really strict
-More extracurricular activities after
school
-Park finishes at 3 pm and La Tour
finishes later
-Working on the floor

know the Americans. “I think that Americans are all so nice and we really had a
great welcome,” said Roger Lluis. Park
students had a great time making new
friends as well. “I think everyone got
along well generally and created strong
relationships--the Frenchies with the
Americans, the Americans with the Americans,” said Edelman.” The experience
will surely be one that no one will forget.

What were your favorite activities
during your stay?
How is the life of an American
teenager different from that of a
French teenager?
-Students can drive (the driving age in
France is 18)
-Obsession with BlackBerrys
-More time for extracurricular activities
after school
-The food
-French people dress better

-Halloween
-Civil Liberties class
-Eating Barbecue sauce (not available in
France)
-Attending concerts
-Shopping
-Seeing Spike Heels
-Bowling

-In Paris you are never more than 400
meters from a subway station.
-In French, two weeks is 15 days, quinze
jours.
-French politicians can simultaneously
hold more than one elected office.
-Over 300 kinds of cheese are made in
France.
-More tourists visit France each year
than any other country in the world.

Sophomores bond through alternative tag game
by Shira Cohen ‘13

T

here is a phenomenon
happening
throughout the class of 2012:
blammo. At the beginning of
the year, Sophomores could be
seen holding purple spoons by
their sides and eyeing each of
their peers suspiciously. This
game was originally brought to
park by alumnus Peter Treadway ’08 who started the game
during the year of ’06-07.

R.J. Gitter ’12 brought up the
idea of playing the game at one
of the first class meetings of the
year. “I wanted to play blammo
to make a game during school,”
Gitter said. This year, Blammo
was organized so that every
Sophomore who wished to play
had a purple spoon, which Gitter
handed out. Then he sent an email
to every person giving them a target. The objective of the game is
to catch your target without their
spoon and yell “blammo” and

hit them with your spoon. Then
they are out and you receive their
target. The game finally ends
when only one person is left.
The game began Monday,
September 14 with around
70 Sophomores.
The number slowly dropped to the last
three: Jordan Williams, Linsday Baer, and Madeline Streiff.
During the game, there were
several disagreements whether
certain times could be considered “Blammo free zones,”

which include during class,
sports practices, or club meetings. Some students even argued whether or not the time in
between walking off the field
to the locker rooms counted.
To many students’ disappointment though, those times were
not considered “blammo free.”
The final three players each
had a different way of not losing their spoons. Williams said
he kept it “with my phone,
that way I never lose it.” Baer

kept her spoon “in my backpack and I have a note saying
“remember blammo spoon”.
However, a few sophomores
did not participate in the game.
Amy Livingston, who did not
play, said, “I just didn’t feel like
carrying around a spoon every
second of my day.” The game
was stopped Friday October 30
at 3:30 PM. Williams was announced the winner on the following Monday because he had the
biggest portion of his spoon left.
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Urinetown showcases enthusiastic cast

photos by S. Cornblath ‘10
H. Briggs ‘11 reads out names of the citizens next in line to use the public toilet; the
full cast of “Urinetown” ends the opening song in unison; H. Goelet ‘10, who plays Officer Lockstock, opens the show with the song “Urinetown”; law enforcers B. Pruitt ‘11,
H. Briggs ‘11, D. Tildon ‘11 and H. Goelet ‘10 perform in the opening number.

by David Agronin ‘13
Urinetown (The Musical) makes
a splash. With musical performances and enough pee-puns to satisfy an
eight year-old, seeing this show was
a lovely way to spend an evening.
The cast collaborates well together,
and all musical numbers are audible and
enjoyable. Choreography in Urinetown
is nearly stunning. Leaping and spinning galore all happen in unison and
with grace. The set is also fantastic, and
fits the plot of the musical perfectly.
When a water shortage plagues the
people of a small town, they are forced
to “pay to pee” by an evil mega-company called Urine Good Company (UGC
for short). This sows the seeds of revolt, and bloodshed and hilarity ensue.
Romance is also stirred, and predict-

able plot twists are plentiful. With narration and the absence of a fourth wall,
don’t expect to be surprised by the story.
Aside from puns, the play has a dark,
morbid sense of humor. Not only does
it satirize the ideals of mainstream musicals, but it also deals with the ideas of
capitalism, corruption, and liberty. It
shows that sometimes even the good guys
don’t know what they are doing. Proceed
with caution. While enjoyable, viewing
this play may not leave you feeling good
about the world, though it may cause you
to wet yourself from laughter about it.
While mostly unwavering, the acting
can be a little weak in places. At other times,
there is more of an issue with overacting.
But these issues pale in comparison to the
overall quality of the play. Make sure you
hold it until the intermission, because you
wouldn’t want to miss any of Urinetown.

Urinetown (the Musical)
Music and Lyrics by Mark Hollmann
Book and Lyrics by Greg Kotis
Director: Peter King

Musical Director: Adele Dinerstein
Choreographer: Lester Holmes
Scenic Design: John Trout
Costume Design: Pam Bennett

photos by S. Cornblath ‘10
Leads S. Defries ‘11 and J. Liebow-Feeser ‘11 look toward the urinal factory; H. Goelet ‘10 and J. Boscov-Ellen ‘11 discuss the water shortage; A. Schnenerman ‘12, M. Fox
‘12, L. Shapiro ‘12, M. Swinnen ‘12 take to the stage at the beginning of the show.
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Popular childhood book hits the big screen
by Daniel Stern ‘12

courtesy Matt Nettheim/Warner Bros./MCT

Max Records stars in “Where the Wild
Things Are.”

Childhood. It’s the crayon wax peeling off the crayon and making its way
onto the wall. It’s the building of snow
forts, the whining about eating vegetables, and the grandiose schemes. Honest and deep, Spike Jonze’s Where the
Wild Things Are is occasionally a moving
rendering of childhood at its core. Unfortunately, it’s not much more than that.
For those of us familiar with Maurice
Sendak’s classic – Jonze’s film doesn’t
do much. Neither the imaginary nor simplistic aspects of the story and its illustrations are really captured here. Max is not
a complete brat in the movie, as he was in
the book. Instead, Jonze and screenwriter
David Eggers give us a kid, a genuine kid
that has typical childhood problems such

as a mean older sibling and a perceived
lack of his parents’ love. Twelve-yearold actor Max Records is a perfect Max.
Little things that Records does, from facial expressions to twitches, are just right.
Centering on Max’s wants and obstacles, the first 30 minutes of the film are
brilliant. For example, the look on Max’s
face when his teacher tells the class that
the Sun will eventually crash into the
earth is precious and real. Still, 30 minutes does not make the movie worthwhile. As soon as Max leaves his home
and sets sail on a journey that will lead
to his eventual maturation, the film’s
momentum comes to a screeching halt.
Max’s boat lands on the island of the
“wild things,” a group of monsters that
loosely resemble figures from Max’s life.
Max immediately grows close to Carol,
the “wild thing” with similar behavioral

tendencies as himself. Honestly, the wild
things are somewhat off-putting. They’re
actors wearing large, furry costumes with
computer-animated faces. They speak
modern-American English, as though
they’re just a couple teenagers chatting.
As soon as Max meets the wild things, purity and honesty of his childhood vanishes.
Somehow, the movie is unable to capture the mood of the story; it is its own
entity entirely. That’s perfectly fine. I’m
all for a creative interpretation of the
story that strays from the picture book.
Still, the movie suffers from a bit of an
identity crisis. The start of the film sets
the bar high and creates vivid characters
with lots of depth. The rest of the movie
slacks; there are too many wild things to
care meaningfully about any particular
one. What begins as a fresh and clean
portrait turns into a trite Hollywood flick.

Clooney shines in
disappointing film
by Ben Sottak ‘11
“The most unbelievable parts of this
story are true.” So reads the opening scroll
of The Men Who Stare At Goats, the directorial debut for Grant Heslov. Those parts
deemed “unbelievable” fall under the
category of: spoon bending, invisibility,
mind control, teleportation and the occasional acid trip, all conducted by The New
Earth Army, a branch of the U.S. military
established to train psychic super soldiers.

dietrichthrall.files.wordpress.com

Sound plausible? Apparently it’s
true. The material here is ripe for satire and in less experienced hands could
have wound up in pseudo-SNL territory. However, Heslov and his Oscar
toting cast manage to keep the pace going even when the movie has trouble
deciding what story it’s trying to tell.

Ewan McGregor plays Bob Wilton, a
reporter stuck in the Middle East in search
of a story, who stumbles upon a man named
Lynn Cassady (George Clooney). Lynn, a
retired former psychic soldier of The New
Earth Army, now on a black ops mission
in Kuwait, brings Wilton along for the
ride and shares with him the background
on his former days as a psychic warrior.
They were led by Vietnam-veteranturned-hippie, Bill Django (Jeff Bridges),
who was on a mission to create super soldiers (or Jedi as they’re referred to here).
Django uses every psychedelic hippie tactic in the book to train his soldiers. There’s
meditation, yoga, dancing and of course a
good amount of goat-staring. Lynn’s position in the New Earth Army is challenged
with the arrival of Larry Hooper (Kevin
Spacey), who quickly takes command
in bringing these Jedi to the “dark side.”
If only the rest of the movie maintained the same comedic timing that is
on display here with its stars. Coupled
with several awkward, maybe too offbeat
scenes, the movie suffers from having a
run away plot that builds and builds, but
never seems to reach a fitting climax.
It’s not easy walking the line between satire and slapstick comedy and
although Heslov often stumbles, he
manages to continually pick himself
up with the help of his talented cast.
The real star here is Clooney who
steals every single scene he’s in. While
the final product may be a bit uneven,
the performances of Clooney, Spacey
and Bridges prove that no matter how
many Oscars you have, you’re never above making an ass of yourself.

courtesy Columbia Tristar Marketing Group/MCT
Morgan Lily, Amanda Peet and Liam James star in Columbia Pictures’ “2012.” The
action film was released November 13, 2009.

2012 excites audience
by Jack Califano ‘12

Featuring three death defying car
jumps, a crazy conspiracy theorist, dozens of world- ending tsunamis, giant
volcanoes, six heart wrenching goodbyes, a flying subway train, and screaming giraffes, Rolland Emmerich’s 2012
is the cookie cutter definition of an
Apocalypse movie, and then some. Built
upon the premise that movie goers crave
nothing more than a mindless orgy of
death and destruction, 2012 delivers on
the action at the cost of everything else.
Starting in the year 2009, the movie
moves quickly to explain that in only a
few years radiation emitted from the sun
will begin to heat the earth’s core, causing
a variety of unimaginable natural disasters and ending the world as we know it.
Determined to preserve the human race,
various world leaders get together and
begin building modern day equivalents to
Noah’s ark. Unsurprisingly, things don’t
exactly go according to plan, and the earth
decides to throw its temper tantrum in advance. From this point forward the movie
teeters back and forth between incredible

scenes of destruction and chaos and a series
of tear jerking “Son, your mother and I are
so proud of you, ‘KABOOM’” goodbyes.
Both are done well, but I found myself
growing increasingly numb to it all as the
movie went on. The destruction is simply
too ridiculous to have any real impact on
you emotionally, and leaves you in hysterics rather than shock more often than not.
In terms of character development 2012
falls flat on its face. Spreading itself over
11 interconnected storylines, the movie
uses characters like camera men, their
sole purpose being to give you an up close
and personal view of the unfolding apocalypse. The deaths of many of these men
and women leave you feeling nothing more
than a slight sense of disappointment, one
which vanishes with the next explosion,
and reinforces the idea that their existence
never really mattered in the first place.
In light of all this I still managed to
enjoy the movie. Its story may be implausible, its characters may be inconsequential, and its pacing may be sporadic,
but 2012’s end-of-the-world destruction
is top notch, and will quench any man’s
thirst for indescribable destruction.
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Underwood releases Battle Studies reflects Maythird country album er’s new artistic personality
by Ashley Suan ‘13
Four years ago, Carrie Underwood was launched into stardom
when she won the fourth season
of American Idol. After winning
countless awards over the past
few years, she continues to shine
as she now releases her third album, Play On. The album, which
hit stores on November 3, gives
this country girl another opportunity to sing about life and love.
The opening song, “Cowboy
Casanova” brings listeners right
into the country heart of the music. It is upbeat, fun, and catchy.
It is no surprise that it was a number one single before the release
of the entire album. Another song
with similar qualities is “Undo
It” which shows more of the
country-rock side of the album.
Underwood takes us closer to
her heart in “Mama’s Song” as
she changes the pace and sings
about the bond of a mother and
daughter and the transition from
a mother’s love to the love of her
man. “Temporary Home” also
tugs on our heartstrings, as we
hear about those who although
living with adversity know that
their lives will change. “Look
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by Cody Tracey ‘11
At Me” continues with a heartfelt tone, and Underwood is
sure to bring to these songs the
emotion that the lyrics demand.
The title track Play On sends
us on our way knowing that we
can succeed. It is all about how
you should follow your dreams,
no matter what happens. Whether it is getting back on your feet
after a relationship, or progressing to a new part of life, the main
theme of the album is moving on.
If you love country music
you should definitely buy this
album, and even if you don’t
like country, you will still probably enjoy it. It has varying
qualities, which keeps listeners
enticed. This country rock album is definitely worth playing.

I

t’s a little disappointing
for me to admit, but John
Mayer is certainly not the
same oh-so-adorable “Your Body
Is a Wonderland” John Mayer
that I once knew and loved. He’s
made the unfortunate transition
from a dear musician to an egotripping superstar celebrity who
used to date Jennifer Aniston.
Although it’s not a bad record,
his fourth and newest studio album Battle Studies pretty clearly
reflects this change in status.
Mayer considers the album to
simply be, “headed in a new musical direction.” Following the
2006 pop blues album Continuum
(nominated for three grammys,
winning two), Mayer had some

serious competition with himself.
He figured his best bet was not
to follow the smashing Continuum, but to leave it where it lies
and start something completely
new. The result – Battle Studies.
In a nutshell, Battle Studies
is mainly pop with tiny hints
of blues riffs here and there.
The first single, “Who Says” is
a creative acoustic ode to living without any boundaries.
Besides that, the album is
completely dedicated to breaking up – or maybe as the title
of some of Mayer’s new tracks
would put it, it’s about “Heartbreak Warfare,” and being
“Perfectly Lonely.” The collection of tracks is considered
by Mayer to be a “heartbreak
handbook” – in other words, the
songs reflect his observations
when it comes to Battle Studies.
With that in mind, of course
it’s been rumored that the album
is all about his semi recent breakup with Jennifer Aniston. Whether or not that’s actually true, with
his new celebrity status comes
some generally new themes both
musically and lyrically. Whether
it’s Aniston, Continuum, or even
both, Mayer has created some-

thing brand new in Battle Studies.
My most prevalent surprise
when I listened to Battle Studies
was a musical one. I expected,
and was actually looking forward
to, more heavy bass and drum
grooves with slick blues guitar
iced on top like Mayer has more
recently been known to play.
Instead, I was somewhat pleasantly surprised by Taylor Swift’s
mellow vocals on a chorus for
the song “Half of my Heart.”
Stylistically, the album is a
more developed type of pop – it’s
beyond “Your Body is a Wonderland.” It’s got edgy drum grooves
and flowing arpeggio plucks of
an electric guitar on “Edge of Desire,” and uptight running bass, a
distorted explosive chorus, and
even a blues solo in “Assassin.” The blues is twisted a little
bit in a slightly bizarre cover of
Robert Johnson’s “Crossroads.”
Battle Studies absolutely
highlights the younger, pop side
of Mayer. I think it’s a more developed take on his earlier pop
albums, but this time from the
perspective of the less lyrically
mature celebrity John Mayer, not
the once precious “Your Body
is a Wonderland” John Mayer.

La Famiglia provides family-friendly Italian dining
by Portia Boston ‘13

W

alking into La
Famiglia Restaurant, the décor is
a deep red-orange color scheme
accompanied by yellow and
blue accents with oddly shaped,
eccentric furniture. The area is
dimly, small and narrow. The
scenery suggests that the food
might be unusual as well. Then,
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despite the strange decorations, it
turns out the food is phenomenal.
On any given Saturday night,
it’s bound to be moderately busy,
with a mixed crowd of young and
old couples, friends, and families all looking for a quality sitdown dinner. The quiet, casual
atmosphere is comforting. The
owner, Dino Zeytinoglu, greets
each customer with a smile
and a handshake. He may even
engage in small talk with the
costumer as they wait for their
table. The waiters are not overly
friendly, but they are extremely
attentive and efficient. They are
professional and try to please
the costumer as best they can.
La Famiglia is reasonably affordable, given the quality of food
and the service. Most of the meat
and main courses range from
about $20-30 with the appetizers
varying between $10 and $16.
The food is exceptional. Any
option is a good choice. Every-

thing is incredibly fresh and
smells delicious. I can tell the
meal is going to be good when
they first place the deep breadbasket on the table. The warm bread
roll accompanied by a dip of
virgin olive oil is almost divine.
The caprese salad looks delicious, and it is. The lettuce is
crisp and the garden-fresh tomato
slices paired with mozzarella and
vinaigrette are delicious. The side
plate of noodles is so delicious
that I usually forget my manners and inappropriately slurp
them. They are usually served in
a creamy, buttery, savory sauce.
I’m prone to ordering their
lemon-garlic shrimp served with
linguine. However, if I am looking for a little variety, I would
choose their chicken Marsala, a
chicken breast smothered in an
Italian gravy. Trust me when I
say that whatever you choose
from the menu, you will love.
I would highly recommend
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La Famiglia, an Italian restaurant located at 105 W. 39th St, offers
a wide variety of delicious food.

La Famiglia to all food-lovers
and diners. I know I will visit
again and again. As of now, it

lives up to very high expectations and I invite others try it. I
know you won’t be disappointed.
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Boys’ Cross Country comes to disappointing finish
by Drew Goldfarb ‘12
Heading into the championships Thursday November 5,
the Boys’ Varsity Cross Country team wanted to contend for
a top ten finish after having a
disappointing 1-7 regular season record. In order to place in
the top ten, the A conference
Bruins would have had to defeat all of the MIAA B Conference schools. The last time the
Boys’ Cross Country team lost
to a B Conference school was
four years ago. Still, this year,
they finished in twelfth – losing
to two B Conference schools.
“We were expecting to beat
all of the B conference schools,”
Captain Kyle Long ’10 said.
Head Coach Paul Hulleberg,
echoed this sentiment. “We
thought if everyone had a good
day we could hold off all the B
conference teams and maybe
even beat Mount St. Joseph,” he
said. Mount St. Joseph was the
team’s lone regular season win.
The biggest problem the

team faced was that Captain Jamie DeMarco ’11 was running
on two bad calves. “My time
probably would have improved
by at least a minute,” DeMarco
said. DeMarco finished in 54
place, second out of the Park
runners. DeMarco added that,
running on healthy calves, he
could have placed in the top 40.
The team finished with 354
points, earning them twelfth out
of the 23 competing schools.
This was the worst score that
the Bruins have ended with in
recent memory. Long finished
thirtieth. This was surprising to
Hulleberg because he had finished in the top 15 last year. Jack
Califano ’12 and Gabe Acheson
’12 did well as underclassmen
runners– in 78 and 91 place
respectively. Hulleberg was
pleased throughout the year with
Brandon Keiser ’11 and Califano especially since they were
both new to the team and, by the
end of the season, they were the
team’s third and fourth runners.
Hulleberg is even now look-

photos by M. Mitchell
Above: K. Long ‘10 runs to the
finish line in the championship
race November 5. Right: B. Keiser
‘11 finishes strong in the championship.

ing to next season: “If Jack, Jamie, Keiser and Gabe run a lot
this summer and work hard,
we could be a much improved
team,” he said. With that in
mind, the team might have
come up short this year, but
they have plenty of reasons to
be optimistic about next year.

Field Hockey sets positive example despite tough season
by Adam Kelmenson ‘11
When it comes to sports, the school’s
student body isn’t the most spirited
bunch. The biggest celebrations include
championships, Friday night basketball

games, and the occasional Boys’ Lacrosse
game; in short, supporting the winners.
This fall season, the Girls’ Field
Hockey team ended its season with a record of 2-14-1 and, needless to say, this

photo by R. Shapiro ‘10
L. Feldman ‘10 drives the ball down the field on a free hit against the Friends
Quakers October 5.

team wasn’t high on the “get out and
watch” list. As much of a cliché as it
might be, winning isn’t everything. Nevertheless, there has never been a team
that contributed as much to the school
as the 2009 Varsity Field Hockey team.
The point of playing a sport is to
have fun. “I never left a practice saying
to myself ‘wow that sucked’” said Captain Julia Meyerhoff ’10. Other members
of the team agree that, despite the losing
streak, playing field hockey was fun and
enjoyable. The girls got so much out of
this season, such as friendships, team
bonding, and a sense of accomplishment.
“We had sleepovers and team dinners
that made practices more than just practices. We began to build trust and friendships off the field that affected how we
played on the field,” said Emma Gross
‘11. As each individual is a part of the
community, as well as a member of the
team, the field hockey program made its
first contribution to the school when the
girls first began to enjoy their season.
The team held a fundraiser which benefited not only Park, but those with breast
cancer as well. “Play For The Cure” is a
program started by the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation. The players
asked parents on Brown and White day
to pledge money based on the number
of goals scored, shutouts, wins, etc. On

Brown and White day alone, the team
raised over $300 for cancer research.
“In the past, we just raised money for
jackets or trips to Disney Land, but this
really mattered,” said Meyerhoff. While
jackets are cool, and trips are fun, they
aren’t as important as cancer research. All
sports teams should follow this example
and think twice about where their funds go.
Yet, the girls still had a losing season.
“We couldn’t finish,” said Meyerhoff.
The girls could drive the ball down the
field, passing extensively and dodging opponents with skill but, as soon as the ball
entered the box, nobody was able to shoot
and score. In this regard, the other teams
in the league were simply better.“The
team did work on shooting in practice
but clearly not enough,” said Meyerhoff.
Looking ahead to next year, the hockey
program will graduate five players, Lexi
Feldman, Emily Breiter, Maria Schwartz,
Monica Kessler , and Meyerhoff. In addition, only two freshmen, Tess Gann
and Yen Baker, played on the varsity
team this year, meaning new players
will have to step up. Next year could be
just as problematic in terms of winning.
The Field Hockey team showed
that a sports team can contribute to the
school in more ways than just winning.
They revolutionized sports fundraising, team bonding, and working hard.
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Boys’ Varsity Soccer falls short of high expectations
by Daniel Stern ‘12
In front of a crowd of over 150 students
and parents, the Boys’ Varsity Soccer team
ended its season in disappointment, a 3-2
overtime quarterfinal loss to Friends. The
Bruins (7-5-2) maintained a 2-0 lead over
the Quakers going into the second half,
but the lead was relinquished after two
second half scores by Friends which sent
the game into overtime. During overtime,
a penalty called on Senior Forrest Carroll in the Bruins’ box, gave Friends’
Alex Klein an opportunity to score the

winning goal. When the shot went in,
the squad was faced with the reality of
a promising season ending prematurely.
“We were a talented team this year,”
Head Coach Lucky Mallonee ’62 said.
“Unfortunately, we were never able to
play to our potential. I thought we’d
have a decent chance of winning this
year. I know the boys thought so too.”
Indeed, many players on the team
were also disappointed with the abrupt
ending. “It’s disappointing because we
put together a 2-0 lead in the first half

photo by J. DeStaint-Leger
M. Glick ‘10 tries to regain possession of the ball from a Friends Quaker in the
quarterfinal match-up October 30.

and, in the playoffs, we have to be able to
protect that,” Captain and goalie Jonathan
Hettleman ‘10 said. “When the season
is on the line, you simply cannot afford
to have mental or physical breakdowns
against good teams. Good teams will
convert opportunities that you give them.”
After Andrew Patterson ‘11 and
Arthur Sonnenfeld ’10 each scored,
it looked as though the Bruins were
heading to the semifinals; the team
was dominating in all facets of play.
Unfortunately, the Bruins’ defense
was unable to hold the lead, a pattern
that Mallonee noticed throughout the
second half of the season. “In the first
10 games, we gave up seven goals;
in the final four games, we gave up
seven goals. That type of regression in
defense didn’t help our chances,” he said.
Hettleman has a different take on the
goals given up in the season’s final run.
“I don’t think our defense really took a
step backwards,” Hettleman said. “I just
think that teams tend to score more at
that point in the year. Most offenses are
simply better in the second half of the
season and the second half of games.”
Although Senior Captain Andrew Duberg was disappointed with the outcome
of the quarterfinal match, he was not upset with the season as a whole. “We were
a really good team this year,” Duberg
said. “Whether or not we realized how
good we actually could be is a different

story, but we were a really talented squad.”
The final game was just as controversial
as it was disappointing; the foul called on
Carroll in overtime was viewed by many
players and spectators as a questionable call. “The call,” Duberg said, “was
pretty clearly a mistake on the ref’s part.
There were less than two minutes left in
overtime and many previous pushes had
gone uncalled. You never make that call,
especially not in those circumstances.”
Hettleman agrees,“It would have been
a questionable call outside of the penalty
area,” Hettleman said. “Let alone inside
of it, let alone in overtime, let alone the
circumstances and importance of the
game. Obviously it was a heartbreaking
way to lose but there’s no denying that
we let the game slip out of our hands well
before they were awarded that call and,
for that, we can only blame ourselves.”
Mallonee agrees with his players and
supporters to an extent. “It was a foul and
it was in the box. But the way officials
interpret fouls in the box - you have to
be kept from scoring a goal or it has to
be a blatant injury-causing foul. Otherwise, they’re usually pretty hesitant to
give the other team a free goal,” he said.
Looking forward, Mallonee faces the
reality of graduating eight starters and nine
reserves. While losing quality players can’t
help the team, he sees it as an opportunity
to start again and build up a program that
can win championships down the road.

JV Soccer tops St. Paul’s Tennis prepares for conference change
proudly in the Athletic Center. feelings about moving up,” said
by Aiden Piper ‘11
in strong season finish
“We were such a strong team Juliet Eisenstein ’11. “There
by Michael Ginsburg ‘12
Handing St. Paul’s its first
loss in three years, the Boys’
JV Soccer season ended with
a bang. Unfortunately for the
Bruins, because of the removal of JV playoffs, they had to
watch as the team they’d just
defeated celebrated its MIAA
B Conference Championship.
Captain Drew Goldfarb ’12
still appreciates the win. “It was
great being able to beat a team that
has beaten us for years and years,
and to know that we were the first
in-conference team to beat them
in three years,” Goldfarb said.
“It was a great accomplishment.”
The Bruins’ final in-conference record was 5-3-3, but some
players thought that the record
did not reflect the team’s effort.
The team battled through injuries and, as a result, its record
suffered. “Although it’s not an
excuse, we had many injuries
on our team that held us back
from reaching our full potential,”

Captain Jake Abrams ‘12 said.
Injuries plagued key players
including Nathan Randrianarivelo
’12 and Matt Roberts ‘13. Randrianarivelo was out for a month
with a broken toe, while Roberts
was out for a week and missed
a game due to illness. “Injuries
happen, and while every team experiences them, our team seemed
to get it pretty bad this year. Had
we not had those injuries, our final record could have been much
better,” said Max Berner ’12.
Cohesiveness was another issue the team faced. When Head
Coach Chad Joseph wasn’t at
practice, some players didn’t take
it seriously. “We struggled to get
along at the beginning of the year,
but as the season progressed,
it got better,” Abrams said.
Although the outcome of the
JV soccer season didn’t satisfy the original goals, the team
fought through the adversity
they faced. In the end, it was
a great year of experience.

After finishing a strong inconference season 10-1, the
Girls’ Varsity Tennis team entered
the individual championship
tournament with high hopes.
Freshman Shira Cohen went
undefeated during the regular
season, and the team finished as
runner-ups in the B Conference,
winning a plaque to display

photo by J. Eisenstein ‘11
A. Suan ‘13 serves the ball in the
number three doubles championship match.

this year, and we all worked really well together,” said Senior
Captain Jenn Swirnow. “It is exciting because although we have
a lot of seniors leaving, the team
will continue to be strong with
the amazing freshman we got this
year! The coaches were great, the
girls were great, and I thought it
was just the best season ever!”
The tournament also exceeded expectations: two doubles
teams qualified for the championships. With a bye the first
round, because of the Bruins’
top three finish, doubles teams
Carly Basner ’10 and Chloe
Shiras ’11, as well as Elizabeth
Kuntz ’13 and Ashley Suan ’13,
played in championship games.
Both teams lost to McDonogh
who won all the championship games for their division.
Due to Park’s stellar performance this season, there is a good
chance the Bruins will move up
to the A Conference next year,
joining powerhouse schools like
St. Paul’s. “There are mixed

wasn’t any real competition other
than McDonogh this year, but we
also don’t want to get crushed.”
“The girls are going to have to
work really hard, but I think the
fact that we have been invited to
the A Conference is a real honor,”
Swirnow added. With a strong
base of skilled freshmen, players predict they will continue
to be competitive. “They [the
freshmen] helped our team out
tremendously,” said Eisenstein.
With such a talented group of
players, it is disappointing that
there were only a few fans. The
squad wants more school-wide
support next year, especially
if they move up to the elite A
Conference. “Even though more
fans came out to the tournament,
it’d be nice to have more during
the regular season, too. Tennis is
doing really well and most people
don’t realize that,” said Eisenstein.
The team will continue to practice in the off season, and with an
anticipated change of conferences, next year is looking bright.
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Senior-led team aims for success X Country ends stellar season
by Drew Goldfarb ‘12
After winning just one game
last season, both the Varsity
and JV Squash teams are wellpositioned to succeed this season
due, in part, to hard work put in
by Senior Captains Drew Kaup
and Alex Katz in the off-season.
Additionally, Ashley Suan ’13
is a nationally-ranked squash
player and shows great promise.
“I’m really excited about this
year,” said Kaup. “We didn’t
lose anyone too important, while
other teams lost some good players.” With six returning Varsity
members, the team is in great
shape. Varsity includes the top 10
players and in any given match,
only the top seven scores count
towards the overall outcome.
“This team has a chance to be
truly special,” said Katz. “For the
first time in the program’s history,
we have a senior-laden team, and
the ability to have a competi-

by Hannah Sibel ‘13

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
Number one seed A. Katz ‘10 and number two seed A. Duberg
‘10 play a challenge match November 12.

tive season.” For a program that
hasn’t been around very long,
it shows how quickly they’ve
been able to turn things around.
However, the biggest obstacle
that the team will face is playing in a conference that features
athletic powerhouses such as McDonogh, Gilman, and St. Paul’s.
The squad’s first match
was against the Boys’ Latin

Lakers November 17. The Lakers took five matches, while
third seed Kaup and fifth seed
Sam Cornblath ’10 won 3-1.
For a team filled with seniors,
this year provides an opportunity to finally establish itself as a
strong competitor in a tough conference. It’s the Bruins’ chance
to prove that they can compete
against Gilman and St Paul’s.

Girls’ Cross Country capped
off its season as team members
raced across the finish line during
their championship meet, managing to grab tenth place out of the
17 IAAM B Conference teams.
The team often joked that
not many people in the Upper
School knew who was on the
team; so, for their last team spirit,
they sported t-shirts displaying
“Girls Varsity XC” on the front,
and “No Seriously” on the back.
In the championship meet,
each team is allowed seven members. Therefore, the seven girls
with the best times throughout the
season were chosen to compete.
The team finished, in order of
place at the championship meet,
Ellie Kahn ‘12, Dani Haswell
‘10, Judith Pickering ’13, Eavan
Flanagan ’13, Maddy Riorda
13’, Alix Gresov ’10 and Zhibek Keneskhanova ‘11. Kahn

placed 19 out of 105 total runners. “Our team really pulled
together for the championship.
We gave the meet our very best
efforts, and it really paid off,”
Captain Suzy Yaster ‘10 said.
The team finished its season
with an 8-8 duel meet record. Both
the meets and championship records were the schools best since
2002. Unlike other sports teams,
the Cross Country team completed their season injury-free.
“By the end of the season they
really pulled together, finding
partners to run with so they could
help each other win the races,”
said Head Coach Kent Walker.
The team should be pleased
with its efforts. Looking ahead
to next year’s season, an optimistic Yaster said, “The team
is sure to do very well next
year. I wouldn’t be surprised if
they work off of the momentum of this year, and place even
higher in the championships.”

Indoor Soccer forced to make cuts
by Michael Ginsburg ‘12
The Girls’ Varsity Indoor Soccer team
had a large turnout this year; so large in
fact that Head Coach Rob Piper was forced
to make cuts. “22 girls showed up to play
for this year’s Indoor team. The maximum
I usually hold is 16, but I decided to carry
one more as a backup goalie,” said Piper.
Unfortunately the athletic department
cannot field a full JV team to deal with the
remaining players, as is customary for most
sports teams. Other schools who have JV
teams continue to play through January, and
due to the athletic schedule, Park’s Indoor
Soccer season must end before this time.
Last year, the team was very competitive in the IAAM B conference, finishing
second overall. “We came into our last
game pretty confident, but we were nervous because it was so important,” said

Georgie McCauley ’10, “We were really
excited because we had a good season
and expected to win.” Unfortunately, the
semi-finals came soon after winter break
and the team didn’t have much time to
prepare. As a result, the game ended in
a shoot-out where the team fell short.
The squad lost a few key players
including McCauley, Lyn Meyerhoff
’09 and Kayla Bruun ’09, but Piper expects returning players to improve their
game and lead new players. “We have
high expectations,” said Piper, “Since
we made it that far last year, we expect to make it even further this year.”
Captain Mariama Eversley ‘10 agrees, “I
have high hopes for this season, I think we
have a shot at winning the championship.”
The team’s first game is against
l a s t y e a r ’s s e m i - f i n a l c o m p e t i tors Key School November 18.

photo by D. Tsemach ‘10
L. Gamse ‘10 and N. Casper ‘12 battle in a four on four scrimage during a preseason practice Noveber 16.

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
R. Schwartz ‘13 defends against a St. John’s Viking September 30. The Bruins lost
the game 5-0.

Girls’ Soccer walks away winless
by Alex Katz ‘10
The Girls’ Varsity Soccer team endured
a difficult season this year, struggling
to compete in the IAAM B conference.
In addition, the girls were plagued by
injuries for much of the year. Captains
Adrienne Tarver ’10 and Lucie Weinberg
’10 were among the many who suffered
injuries that limited their contributions.
Tarver’s ailments kept her out of action
for four weeks and Weinberg’s sprained
ankle never fully healed as the season
progressed, limiting her game time.
Senior Mariama Eversley was in a similar situation and found herself unable to
compete due to a groin injury that lingered
for most of the season. “Injuries certainly
stifled the productivity of our team,” said
Eversley. With two captains and a fellow
senior unable to play, Captain Georgi McCauley ’10 was the only leader on the field

for a very young and inexperienced team.
Underclassmen were asked to step up
and fill roles outside of their normal and
expected responsibilities to field a functional team. Many young players such as
Tess Savage ’12, Emily King ’12, Rebecca
Kolodner ’13 and Rebecca Schwartz ‘13
met the challenge. They grew and matured
both as athletes and as future team leaders.
“I think our underclassmen really
stepped up a lot throughout the season,”
said Tarver. “Especially the freshmen. It
was difficult at times because we were
never able to play with our full team, but
everyone did a nice job playing where they
were unaccustomed. I think there is a lot
of talent left to produce a very successful
season next year. I wish them the best.”
Although the team wasn’t able to win a
game this season, underclassmen contributions make the coaches, Jeff Jennings and
Rob Piper, optimistic for the team’s future.
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Games of Boys’ Basketball program remains strong
the month by Daniel Stern ‘12
every game so we’ll need people
October 22:
Girls’ Varsity Tennis
#2 and #3 doubles
pairs lost to undefeated McDonogh in
championship matches.

October 28:
Girls’ Cross Country
runner E. Kahn ‘12
finished 19 out of 105
in the championship
race.
October 30:
Boys’ Varsity Soccer
lost heartbreaking
quarterfinal game in
overtime to Friends.
November 18:
Indoor Soccer beat Key
2-1.

Games to
watch
December 1:
Boys’ Varsity Basketball first game at
Greater Grace, 4:00
Girls’ Varsity Basketball at Garrison Forrest, 4:00

After an upsetting 2008-2009
campaign in which the team
failed to make the playoffs, Boys’
Varsity Basketball has high hopes
this season, sporting 10 members of an athletic senior class.
“We have a ton of seniors which
hopefully means we’ll have good
leadership, and of course our
ultimate goal is a championship,” Jesse Weinberg ’10 said.
Senior Forrest Carroll agrees
with Weinberg. “I think we look
good. We’re a group of hardworking guys who’ll do well
together this year. I think our
team will do really well with 10
seniors, four returning,” he said.
Based only off his first impressions, Head Coach Josh
Wolf expects the Bruins to be
competitive in the MIAA C Conference. “I really like this group
of young men because ego isn’t a
big issue with them,” Wolf said.
“These guys are all about team.
Our biggest problem may be
scoring. Karl was twenty points

to step up to fill the gap he left.
I also love having ten seniors on
our team – it’s a huge advantage
to have such strong leadership
and maturity across the board.”
Michael Ginsburg ’12 is a rarity, a sophomore guard chosen
to play with the upperclassmen.
Ginsburg, though, isn’t fazed
by the pressure of the situation.
“My job,” Ginsburg said, “as
a sophomore on varsity, is to
help the basketball team win
games by making passes, scoring points and playing good
defense. I need to find a way to
just do my job, make an impact
and help my team win games.”
Meanwhile, much of last
year’s Fresh/Soph team rose to
the JV level in the ’09-’10 season. With these additions, the JV
squad has high expectations. Seth
Gelbulm ’11, who was on last
year’s Fresh/Soph team, is looking forward to the coming season.
“We expect to be the best team
we can possibly be - the type
that wins conferences,” Gelbulm

said. “We want to make crisp
passes and shoot the ball well.”
To stay with the team, former
Fresh/Soph Head Coach Justin
McKnight is moving up as well.
“I love Justin’s decision to move

up,” Gelblum said. “He’s a great
coach and deserves everything
he gets.” With the maturation
of this year’s sophomores and
seniors, both Varsity and JV
look to have impressive seasons.

Girls’ Basketball benefits from experience
by Reid Danels ‘13
Over the past two years, the
Girls’ Varsity Basketball team
has boasted a 30-2 regular season
record, giving the team reason to believe this could be a
championship season. The real

test will come in the playoffs,
“We have lost in the championship the past two years
– but third time’s the charm,”
said Head Coach Kevin Coll.
The team could be very successful due to key returning
players. Guards Kristen Smith

December 2:
Indoor Soccer vs. St.
Timothy’s, 4:00
Co-Ed Varsity Squash
vs. McDonogh at
Meadow Mill, 7:00
December 3:
Co-Ed Varsity Squash
vs. Gilman at Meadow
Mill Athletic Club, 3:00
Girls’ Varsity Basketball at Bryn Mawr, 4:00
December 7:
Boys’ Varsity Basketball vs. Friends, 4:00
Indoor Soccer vs. Beth
Tfiloh, 3:30

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
Head Coach Josh Wolf explains a two-on-three drill to J. Weinberg
‘10, D. McGill ‘10 and F. Carroll ‘10 in practice November 12.

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
J. Respass ‘11 and A. Tarver ‘10 practice a one-on-one drill in a
Girls’ Varsity preseason practice November 12.

‘10 and Lucie Weinberg ‘10,
forward Adrienne Tarver ‘10,
and center Rose Coll ‘11 all return to the team this season with
experience and leadership qualities. Juniors Autumn Cohen and
Ashley Hohman also return this
year providing additional depth.
Moving up from last season’s JV team are Rachel
Shapiro ’10 and Jasmine Respass ’11, who are expected
to strengthen the team even
more. Finally, Freshmen Akira
Townes and Zoe Mayers are going to be significant contributors.
“This year ’s team looks
amazing,” said Townes. Players
are confident about the season;
however, there will be tough competition. Catholic High School is
consistently strong, and St. John’s
Catholic boasts numerous returning players. In addition, rivals
Beth Tfiloh and Friends School
also pose threats to the Bruins.
The Girls’ JV Basketball
team is also looking forward
to another strong season. The
squad is led by Sophomores Hannah Himmelrich, Maddi Wyda,

Leah Shapiro, and Kyree Jones.
The JV team could be successful due to the team dynamics
because this group has been
playing together for two years.
The first JV game is at
Bryn Mawr School December 3. “I am excited. This is a
fun group of people, and I am
excited to see what this season brings,” said L. Shapiro.

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
H. Himmelrich ‘13 works on her
lay-up in a Girls’ JV Basketball
practice November 12.

