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Board picks Wyda
to manage search
by Coby Lerner ‘09

photo by D. Rosenthal ’08
Senior R. Pettit attempts to pull Freshman D. McGill across the line in Capture the Flag to tag him
out during field day Nov. 10. The Student Council suggested the idea for the game to expand on
dodgeball, last year’s successful spirit-building playtime event. Grades competed as teams; and
juniors defeated sophomores in a matter of minutes. The senior-freshman match lasted well over
an hour, ending with a 10-on-10 overtime. With their number advantage eliminated, the freshman
class quickly lost to the overwhelming speed of the uniformed senior team.

Park mathletes > competition
by Julian Charnas ’07
Four Park students went to
Johns Hopkins to compete in a
math competition just for fun,
and came back with a third
place trophy. The annual tournament took place Nov. 11.
“We were not going in expecting to win anything,” commented team leader Jonny Weiss ’07.
“We were just going to have fun.”
Upper School Math chair
Tony Asdourian, the coach of
the Dominating Terms, first
got wind of the contest by
mail, and then heard from Tim
Howell, another Math teacher,
that other area schools were
competing. They both looked
at the sample problems, which
Asdourian characterized as
“creative and interesting,”
and thought that Park students
might enjoy tackling them.
Asdourian stresses that

the fun in solving challenging problems is the biggest
reason for competing, and
that the third place overall trophy along with the other individual rewards are just perks.
The competition is made up
of four-40 minute sections. Two
are individual, one is a science/
math team section, and the final
is a purely math team section.
Asdourian approached a
number of students to comprise the team which is limited
to four members. In addition
to Weiss, Juniors Paul Hobbs,
Rebecca Knowles, and Sukhong Min participated. Weiss
won first place in the Combinatorics individual section, and
Min took third in Geometry.
Howard area Home Schoolers won first place overall,
and Sidwell Friends School in
Washington, D.C. took second.
Park’s team outranked Gilman

and other independent schools.
Asdourian notes that Park
might go back next year, if there
is enough interest which he hope
is derived from a desire to work
on interesting problems, rather
than a chance to win trophies.

The Board of Trustees has appointed James Wyda to head the
search committee for a successor to David Jackson. Jackson
announced his intention to step
down on June 30, 2007 and has
accepted a position as headmaster of San Francisco Day School.
A parent of two current Park
students, Wyda has been on the
Board of Trustees since summer
2004. Board members Frank
Boston ’81, Josh Fidler, Mark
Lerner, Jackie Lessing, Jack
Machen, and Betsy Ringel will
also serve on the committee.
The goal of this group, according to Wyda, is not to
make a selection in a vacuum,
but rather to facilitate a process
for a community-wide decision. He believes that there is
nothing more crucial than student, administration, parent,
alumni, and faculty input in
the decision making process.
Board President Mark Lerner was pleased with the selection of Wyda. “Besides being
plain smart,” said Lerner, “he
is well respected by the Board
and the community. Furthermore, because of his job, he
has a sense of justice and a belief in the importance of a fair
process.” Wyda is the Federal
Public Defender for Maryland
and was the court-appointed defense attorney in several famous

cases including Washingtonarea sniper John Allen Muhammad and drug dealer Darrell
Brooks who was responsible
for killing the Dawson family
by setting their house on fire.
In an interview November 13, at the time of the announcement, Wyda said, “We
are confident that we will find
a suitable replacement for Dr.
Jackson because Park is such
an attractive place.” Wyda is
certain that many people will
want the job because of Park’s
desirability, largely attributed
to the extraordinary people
who comprise our school.
A letter sent to parents and
alumni stated that the School
will be employing an “education-oriented recruitment firm
with expertise in conducting
a nationwide search to help
identify potential candidates.”

Jim Wyda welcomes community participation in the search
for a new head of school.

Student proposes homework plan
by Scotty Shuldiner ’09
For the second time this
year, seniors filled the stage at
an assembly to voice dissatisfaction about an important
issue. But this was no warning not to drink before dances;
this time it was a completely
different issue: homework.
The issue, which first surfaced
during a senior class meeting,
is one that concerns all Upper
School students. “The problem is that when I, and the rest

of the student body gets home,
we are spending a tremendous
amount of time on homework,”
explained Sam Althauser, “and
as a consequence of this we are
not able to do things we enjoy,
and often we are forced to stay
up late and end up losing a lot of
sleep.” Althauser demonstrated
his point by sharing a log of
how he spent his time over a
period of two to four hours.
Another senior who spoke
strongly against the heavy workload was Danny Shiff. “The

first step is to create awareness
of the issue,” said Shiff. “We
also hope to make teachers understand that with the other
activities students are involved
in every week, the workload at
Park is simply too high.” To get
the message across, Althauser
proposed the red pen plan. “The
big idea behind the red pen plan
is that we should really only
be spending around two hours
on homework each night,”
plained Shiff. “That being said,
See PLAN p. 3

What’s inside...

Habitat Conference

Homework Overload?

My Fair Lady

Picking up the Pace

news page 3

commentary pages 4

reviews page 6

sports page 7

page

2

The Postscript | November 22, 2006

Editorial
X’s and Oh’s Counting Sleep
The current homework overload debate only captures part of the
student time crunch problem. There is a perception among some faculty that a substantial number of students are just sitting around all
day doing nothing when they aren’t in class. They are worried that
students are not using the lengthy, unstructured X and G blocks to be involved in activities, as was the hope when the schedule was changed.
To begin, everybody who isn’t a student has the wrong idea about X
blocks. People are right in assuming that they can be used for activities,
meetings with teachers, extra time on tests, or required seminars. What they
don’t understand is that the Upper School Handbook suggests that two to
four hours of homework a night is reasonable because students have free
time during the school day to use productively towards finishing homework. The faculty doesn’t understand that the free time is for the students,
and not so the teachers have an extra time to use to extend their classes.
Teachers want students to be fully involved in activities up until the teacher
needs to use the students’ X blocks. Tests can be longer because students
have all that free X time to work on it. Homework can be piled on, especially
at the end of a quarter, because students have all that free time to work on it.
Freshman or Senior health seminars can be scheduled during X and G because
students aren’t doing anything but sitting around in the hallways. A teacher
might have a special presentation scheduled for your required class and not
even consider that you might have to miss an X block activity to attend.
Even without any additional requirements from teachers, homework and
club participation are at odds. Take one of the 20 members in either Vocal
Chords or Eight Notes. To be in those groups, students have to be in Parksingers during every G, and then meet twice a week during X block. Assume
this student wants to graduate and is enrolled in Human Sexuality. That’s
another two X blocks. Play a sport and that’s at least two more hours a day.
Participation in both artistic and athletic activities is really what the school is
looking for. Now expect the student to be enthusiastic about class, do two to four
hours of homework, have any kind of life independent from the school, and you
find out what the perfect Park student is: an overworked sleep-deprived zombie
who starts hating his activities because they take time away from the important
things. What a wonderful ideal. Luckily, most students sit around doing nothing.

From the President:
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by Mickey McCauley ‘07
I’m afraid you caught me at a rather
awkward time. Not because I’m sitting
in bed writing this letter, but because of
something a bit more substantial. You
see, this “update” or what-have-you,
is coming at a time when there is precious little to report. We voted down
an SFAF resolution (so you may still
request money at any Senate meeting), we gave money to the Spanish
Club, and we are on a headhunt for
tardy and absent senators. I should
mention that the Senate meetings are
completely open; you might even
get to vote, if the real senators from
your grade don’t make it. Do come!
The one piece of real concern I
have is a simple request. I happen
to be a stickler for order, though my
room may not give testament to that
fact. And the recent business in which
we won back the original commons
chairs has awakened in me a spark of
...incredulity. What was strikingly ap-

parent from the furniture revolt was
how motivated we as a student body
can get when our personal comfort is
impinged upon. Therefore, I am a little
confused as to our general complacency
and apathy to the mess in the hallways
and classrooms. What would seem to
be a natural focal point for the energy
of Park student’s natural enthusiasm
for a comfortable living space is disregarded, and the situation remains
more or less a mess (figuratively);
annex duty is consistently neglected,
bottles and papers litter the halls, and
Mr. Kessinger is sighted time and time
again stooping to pick up trash from
the Commons. Perhaps most ironically, I predict several copies of this
newspaper will be strewn around the
school the day this edition comes out.
Why? We certainly have the capacity to keep our rooms and halls clean;
it requires little effort beyond seeing
that our personal trash is disposed of
properly. The problem, then, must be
one of motivation. I hope then, that
the recognition that we are sitting and
learning and living in our own trash is
sufficient to inspire at least some of us
to do things, or just punch our friends
in the arms when they casually drop
a bottle on the ground. And, though
I hate to be the bearer of ominous
news, there have been discussions
in the Senate about forming trash
committees similar to Annex duty.
However, if we were to shoulder up
now, the issue wouldn’t get any further.
Lastly, I know we’re all dealing
with stress. So here’s a zen-like quote
from Lao Tzu: He tells us to “prize
calamity as you prize your body...
we who meet with great calamities
meet them because we have a body.
If we had no body, what calamity
could reach us?” Just saying, is all.
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Habitat goes national
After sponsoring seven houses, Park Habitat spreads its
message and methods to other schools nationwide
by Eva Zenilman ‘09
Building 10 houses in 10
years is not Park Habitat’s only
goal. They want to tell the world
about their program at a national conference, and have just
received the invitation to do so.
Habitat for Humanity leaders
and faculty adviser Julie Rogers
will speak at the National Service
Learning Conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 28
to 31, 2007. It is a three-day
conference during which thousands of people congregate to
hear about approximately 100
service projects from college and
high school groups from across
the nation and around the world.
The theme of the conference this
spring is Be On Borders—learning
how to cross diversity and social
economic boundaries in order to
create a global service network.
The Habitat for Humanity Group
at Park is centering their presentation on the Baltimore Schools for
Baltimore Campaign. The campaign was launched this year and
is a coalition of public and private
schools all working towards a
common goal. “The campaign
hopes to eliminate substandard
housing in Baltimore and create
more ways to reach out to Habitat,
while also building a coalition of
partners,” said Rogers, coordinator of Park’s Habitat for Humanity
group. She hopes to achieve this by
creating small building programs,

similar to Park’s Habitat X Block
on Tuesdays, in other schools.
Another part of this campaign
includes involving children who
are too young to participate in
weekend builds at Park’s Habitat
house. At these meetings, students
from other schools will work
with homeowners’ children to
build furniture for Habitat houses
in Baltimore. Other schools that
are getting involved with Habitat
for Humanity are Beth T’filoh,
Friends, Gilman, Pikesville, Roland
Park Country School, Bryn Mawr,
Notre Dame Prep, and Western.
At the spring conference, the
Park group will discuss “How
to Take a Dream and Make it a
Project.” They will be using the
Baltimore Schools for Baltimore
Campaign to set up their presentation, and will also be talking
about large-scale fundraising.
The group feels honored to
be accepted as a presenter at the
conference this year; last year
they were rejected. Rogers believes that this year’s application
focused on why they’re doing
service instead of listing all the
accomplishments, and that is why
the group was more appealing.
“People shouldn’t do service because they feel that they have more
than others, Rogers said, “but they
should rather want to experience
others through a common goal.”
All in all, Park Habitat
wishes to bring energy and enthusiasm to community service.

Students question NAG’s usefulness
Committee set to revamp group
by Tony DeMarco ‘08
Park has tried to make it easy
for students to talk about tough
issues. While conversations about
drug and alcohol abuse, depression and academic struggles may
be normal among students, faculty
have been looking for ways to get
students to share concerns about
abuse with teachers. Park’s greatest
attempt to make teachers available
was through a group called NonDisciplinary Assistance Group
(NAG), currently composed of
five teachers: Christina Forbush,
Kevin Coll, Tim Howell, John
Kessinger, and Ileana Imhoff.
Assemblies in previous years
have featured NAG leaders educating students about how the
group works. They explained that
if a student feels as though another student is having issues
dealing with drug and alcohol
abuse, depression, or academics,
they should put a note in one of
the teacher’s mailbox “nagging”
a friend. NAG would then have a

meeting with the student to discuss
the issue they were “nagged” for
without disciplinary implications.
One student who was “nagged”
was not very happy with the process. “They just like left a note
in my box…just said what people have said about me. They
didn’t tell me to stop or anything, they just said if it happens
again they would call my parents.”
Both faculty and students did
not think this method was working
very effectively and have decided
to re-vamp NAG because “neither
students nor faculty are satisfied
with the current strategy,” said Forbush. “Some of the reason is with
current amount of use, but more
of it has to do with perceptions
and attitude in the community.
If any changes will be made,
“they will be discussed by a
committee that will be… made
up of faculty and students”
said Forbush. One thing that is
certain at this point is that the
name NAG will be discarded.

photo by A. Patel ‘08

The annual Partners for Park Thanksgiving dinner invites families of students who participate in the program which pairs older with younger students. The feast for 400, held
in the gym, included a drive to identify potential donors for bone marrow transplants for
minorities.

Partners dinner helps register
potential bone marrow donors
by Michael Roswell ‘07
This year the annual Partners for Park
Thanksgiving dinner began as it always does,
with families trickling in, adults chatting while
the younger children play in the gym. But the
presentation before the meal had an altogether
different flavor. Kim Tarver, mother of Daryl ’03,
Kyle ’06, and Adrian ’10, thanked David Jackson
for his commitment to diversity and sensitivity
to racial issues while headmaster here at Park.
Jackson welcomed everyone to the event,
but then quickly sobered the conversation,
inviting Ardinia Townes, mother of sixth
grader Akira Townes, to tell her story. Townes’
older daughter, Artesh, contracted ALL, Acute
Lymphocytic Leukemia, as a junior in high
school. She desperately needed a bone mar-

row transplant, and the family was heartbroken
when far too few potential matches were found.
This occurred because there are insufficient
records of minority bone marrow types. At
last, after a family crusade, a match was found
and the transplant was completed. A year later,
when the daughter should have been well on
the road to recovery, she was diagnosed with
another blood cancer, AML, Acute Myelogenous Leukemia, again with a grim prognosis.
After Ms. Townes’ speech, most people
were in tears. Jackson explained that a crew of
Hopkins professionals was available to swab
cheeks to register other potential donors, and
urged the Park School community to do its part.
Of the 35 people who participated in the drive
that evening, 33 were new to the registry, and
32 of those would qualify as minority donors.

Homework sparks frustration among students
Plan, continued from p. 1
“That being said, if we were to switch to red pen
at the end of two hours while doing homework,
we could show our teachers just how much
time we spend each night.” The red ink students
would use is meant to symbolize their own
blood. “It also represents the amount of exertion
students put into their homework,” added Shiff.
Andrew Keiser ’09 is particularly supportive of the red pen plan. “I really like the
idea because I don’t think my teachers are
really aware of how much time I do homework,” explained Keiser. “I spend at least
three to four hours nightly, and that’s after
my basketball [practice] and drum lessons.”
The Park School Handbook states that
students should expect to receive two to four
hours of homework per night. Adding sports and
extra-curriculars into the picture, some students
say it’s too much to handle. “Our job as students
extends far outside the classroom,” said Althauser. “Aside from sports and chorus in school, I
do other things like Latin and swing dance on
Mondays and ballroom dancing on Fridays.
These kinds of things are incredibly important
to our development as well-rounded individuals
and should not be sacrificed for homework.”
But some faculty like Upper School teacher
Howard Berkowitz say otherwise. “The school
has so much pressure on kids to become involved
in clubs these days,” said Berkowitz. “I remember 10 or 11 years ago there weren’t half as many

clubs.” This year, a new obligation for incoming
freshmen required them to invest themselves
in at least one club. “I also believe we are now
reaching a breaking point in the activities world
where students are beginning to feel the pressure
of over-commitment,” explained Berkowitz.
Despite teachers’ concerns about too many
distractions, many students feel very strongly
that something must be done about the homework load. One of these students is senior
Michael Roswell, who also spoke at the assembly. “It’s not just about the students simply
demanding less homework,” explained Roswell.
“It’s a much deeper issue than that because
we’ve structured our lives this way, and we
have too much to do with not enough time.”
Student Faculty Forum met recently to
discuss the issue. Upper School teacher Peter
Warren also proposed an idea for a two-week
experiment during which teachers would not
assign any homework. “I think it would be
interesting to see what classes would be like if
teachers were to cover all their material in class
without assigning homework,” said Warren.
A solution to the homework conundrum
remains unclear. “Students care more about
succeeding in school than they do about doing
the things they love,” said Althauser. “But to
say that we should cut down on the activities
we enjoy in order to complete all our homework and get enough sleep is ridiculous.”
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Commentary
The homework debate rages on ...
Is the problem one of personal choice or too many expectations? Students and faculty weigh in.

Are you over extending yourself?

the level of work they’re being assigned in high school
while desperately clawing for
admission to the most selective
college they can reach, where
they will undoubtedly be asked
to work even harder? If you
don’t want to feel overworked
because you’re taking every
most challenging course you
can manage, only take some of
them. If you get into a slightly
less demanding college, then
hey, you’ll have more time
there to pursue your non-academic passions, which very well
might be the best choice for you.
I don’t challenge any student’s
right to happiness—I challenge

the inalienability of the right to
overcommit yourself. None of
you are superhuman—there isn’t
enough time in the day for you to
do everything you want to. The
issue at hand is the larger culture
of workaholism in America.
Relative to our European counterparts, Americans get less sleep
each night and work on average
nine more weeks a year. This is
more than just an issue of happiness—lack of sleep leads to poor
eating habits and less exercise,
contributing significantly to
obesity, the largest public health
threat facing Americans today.
Our society’s definition of success is a physically and mentally
unhealthy one, but in essentially
asking for less time spent on
academics without challenging
their own time spent on college applications, the seniors
are reinforcing this definition in
themselves and in the younger
students who look up to them.
Seniors have every right to challenge perceived injustices—in
fact, they should feel obligated
to. I only ask that they do their
homework on the subject first.

particular student’s responsibilities. To take the most common
and hurtful problem that this
generates, we might simply
ask “What happens when you
don’t do the homework?”
The answer comes back
uniformly from teachers and
students alike: “You accept the
consequences.” No one disputes
that there ought to be economic
penalties for not doing the homework – you must either suffer a
loss of capital or a loss of time.
Trouble arises on the deeper
emotional level involved in a student handing in an assignment.
That is what, two weeks ago and
always, caused people to stand
up and shoot their mouths off.
So now we’re approaching
the valuable idea. One week
ago, an activity leader (a teacher
at this school) stopped in the
middle of his work and said to
me “I can’t do it all, Billy. I
just can’t do it all.” Of course
I said “No one expects you to.”
By saying this, I took nothing
off of this teacher’s to-do list.
I removed not a pailful of dirt
from his ditch. The comfort
in the statement is simply to
say that items left on the to-do
list did not amount to letting
me or any other human down.
The statement was unhelpful
mostly because it was untrue.

A score of people expected this
teacher to do it all, including,
as he probably saw in my face,
myself. All the psychic pain
that he was feeling at that moment came out of this quality of
“expectation.” His was the fear
that if he did not meet these expectations, complete everything
on the to-do list, then he would
feel embarrassment and shame.
And that, as clearly as it can
be stated, is the problem of
schoolwork; not that there is too
much of it, but the perception by
the student that if he doesn’t do
it he will let the teacher down,
and the perception by the teacher
that if he doesn’t do it, he will
let the student down. Viewed
another way, this is also our
greatest asset: a collective sense
of communal interesponsibility. What it comes down to is
the nature of the expectations
that we have for each other
– whether they are positive or
negative, helpful or harmful.

by Elliott Huntsman, US
Science

photo by D. Rosenthal ’08

Why complain?

photo by MJ Kiehne ‘09

by Ariel Oshinsky ’08
On November 1, the Class
of 2007 took the stage at assembly to voice a grievance.
“Park teachers give too much
homework,” claimed the Senior
Class. During the long assembly,
I became increasingly annoyed,
because while we continued to
discuss the overload of work, all I
wanted to do was to start my science homework during G block.
Since that day, I have thought
a lot about the homework load
at Park. On one hand, I agree
that Park students get a lot of
homework and probably don’t
get enough sleep. And while students get a lot of free time during
the day, we are encouraged
to use that time for activities.
On top of in-school activities,
many students also take part in
sports or some other athletic
after-school activity. I have had
to limit the amount of activities
that I became involved in to
make more time for homework.
Having said all of that, I feel
like their argument is silly. I

feel like it’s typical to hear Park
School students complaining.
I believe most of the private
schools in the area assign the
same amount of homework, if
not more. Also, compared to
many other schools, we have a
lot less class time. Even though
I sympathize with the seniors’
frustration, I don’t believe
we have a right to complain.
And when it comes to students
fussing about too much homework, I doubt our complaining
is going to accomplish much.
Sam Althauser ’07 proposed
the idea of using a red pen at
assembly. The idea is that after
two hours of real, hard, focused
work, you begin writing in a red
pen. Well I see a big problem
with that idea. What if I do an
hour of English and hour of
French and then my 40 minute
math homework is being done
in red pen? That doesn’t really
make sense, does it? It would
make more sense if after 45
minutes of homework on one
subject; you begin using red
pen for that subject. But even
that idea is flawed because not
all homework involves writing.
After trying to see all sides
of the issue, I’ve come to the
conclusion that even though
we do get a lot of homework,
it’s one of those things we just
have to accept. Complaining
about it will not likely produce
much of a change. It would be
better if we save our voices for
issues of greater significance.

The Life of a Park Senior

Courtesy of Sam Althauser ’07

Recently, a large portion of
the senior class stood up together
in assembly to say they felt they
had too much homework. Not
coincidentally, this statement
was delivered on Nov. 1, the
same date that many of these
same seniors’ early applications to colleges were being
delivered. The seniors felt they
deserved more time to enjoy the
extracurricular activities that
interested them, and that the
two to three hours of homework
they were receiving each night
was prohibiting them from joining all the clubs, playing all the
sports, or taking advantage of
all the opportunities that they
are given. There is certainly
some admirable truth to that
sentiment—we should all be
able to do the things we love.
However, as they question
their teachers, the seniors should
be questioning themselves. How
much time have they put into
applying for college? Why
do many of them challenge

photo by D. Rosenthal ‘08

The burden of expectations
by Billy Cooper ’07

Three weeks ago in the senior
class meeting, the idea that students were entirely too put-upon
was raised. Unsurprisingly, the
idea garnered instant, wild, uncontained support. Chomping at
the bit to do something with this
newly-raised ire, an earlier idea
for the format of an assembly
was haphazardly piggy-backed;
and thus was born the great
debacle of the senior boo-hoo
fest about schoolwork that was
witnessed two weeks ago in assembly. The poor organization
and muddled presentation during that assembly has obscured
an important idea that lay at
the bottom of the support for it.
The dirty assumption is
that teachers assign too much
homework, but this is entirely
untrue. Even someone who
has every G and X block filled,
and has responsibilities lasting
until 5:30 everyday is probably
physically capable of getting
90% of his work done on time.
That said, it seems that the
issue was never really whether
or not the “amount” of homework crossed some permanent
boundary; the question has been
how to reconcile the necessary generalization of assigned
work with the specificity of a

photo by MJ Kiehne ‘09
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Time to restore the Contract with America
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by Jesse Naiman ’07

R

epublican (GOP) congressional
candidates in the 1994 midterm
election, in an effort to win back the
House of Representatives for the first
time in forty years, signed a document
called the Contract with America.
The Contract with America had
three underlying principles: ac-

countability, responsibility, and
opportunity. The underlying premise that linked these principles was
that the government was too large,
taxes were too high, and public servants had become unresponsive to
the needs of the American people.
In theory, a GOP controlled Congress would have lowered taxes,
reduced the size of government,
and held public servants accountable when they did not serve the
people. The GOP subsequently won
control of the House of Representatives for the first time in forty years.
Twelve years later, it is clear
that the GOP has not lived up to
its promises. Although taxes have
been lowered, spending has skyrocketed. The size and roles of the
federal government have expanded
through the creation of the Department of Homeland Security and

the passing of the No Child Left
Behind Act. Pork barrel spending
has not been regulated; one of many
examples of superfluous spending is
Alaska’s $200 million “bridge to nowhere.” Several congressmen such
as former Reps. Bob Ney (R-Ohio),
Tom DeLay (R-Texas), and Randy
“Duke” Cunningham (R-California)
have been investigated, indicted,
and/or imprisoned for crimes such
as accepting bribes and money
laundering. Others such as Mark
Foley (R-Florida) have resigned
in disgrace due to inappropriate
contact with congressional pages.
Even with a Democrat (sic)-controlled congress, it is possible to
restore the Contract with America.
Not only have some of the principles outlined in the Contract with
America been recent talking points
for many Democrats (particularly the

part about holding public servants
accountable for their actions), many
Republicans have political platforms
with similar ideas to those mentioned in the Contract with America.
Take Senator-elect Bob Corker (RTennessee) for example. On his
campaign website, he discusses his
goals of reduced size of government,
lower taxes, and a balanced budget.
We do have more imminent issues
to solve, such as the Iraq Occupation
and the record deficit, but both parties should collaborate to restore the
Contract with America once these
conflicts are resolved. This way
public servants can be held accountable; the size of government can be
reduced by eliminating unnecessary bureaucracy, and taxes can be
lowered so American people keep
more of the money that they earn.

Let’s say good-bye to NAG right now
by Rachel Berkowitz ’07
The question came up about
two weeks ago. “Is NAG working at Park? If not, can we
make it work?” Traci Wright
approached me and asked if
I would be willing to be part
of a discussion about NAG.
I accepted her invitation and
went to the discussion. I was
happy the teachers were looking for student input, because
students are the ones getting
“nagged” and they should be
the ones doing the “nagging.”
Since NAG was introduced
to Park, it has been a recurring
conversation over my dinner
table. It seems that the topic of
teenagers and drinking and drug
problems causes uproar here,
students don’t want to talk about
it, and the teachers don’t want

their students to be drinking or
doing drugs. My main question
is: do the teachers want to help
individuals help the individual
or do they want a drug free
“zone” here at Park school?
With the current NAG situation there is a consensus from
the students that NAG is not
fulfilling either of these desires.
Before I go any further I want
to mention one topic that caused
a disagreement in the meeting
two weeks ago. Can we leave
the job of interference in alcohol
and drug related problems up to
the parents? Can we fully trust
every single parent to help his or
her child in the best way? Should
teachers be trained to handle
these situations? I say that we
cannot leave it solely up to the
parents; teachers should know
how to deal with these situa-

tions if a student is concerned
about a friend. Therefore, I am
not saying that teachers should

cerned party to take action? I
feel students should learn how
to talk to their friends. They

‘Shouldn’t people be able to confront their
own friends when they suspect a problem?’
not be involved with these sorts
of problems; however, the composition of NAG and the ideas
behind it are not the answer.
The main problem that I have
with NAG is the fact that students can NAG their friend
without their friend knowing
whom is concerned about them.
Shouldn’t people be able to
confront their own friends when
they suspect a problem? If they
can’t face their friends, should
they leave it up to a more con-

should tell them they are worried and try to get them help all
with their friend’s knowledge
of who is involved and whom
they can talk to. Yet, there are
places for trusted adults in this
scenario. Since students spend
half of their lives here at Park,
we become very close with
certain teachers. What if those
teachers aren’t in NAG, and
what if they aren’t David Tracey
or Krista Dhruv? Every teacher
should know the resources that

a student has to help a friend.
The final decision that came
out of this meeting with students
was that NAG is not fulfilling the
needs of the students. The faculty is in the process of forming
a committee to address what the
next step should be in developing a faculty support system for
students with alcohol and drug
related or problems, or friends
of these students. The next question is: should NAG still exist
while this other support system
is being developed? I say no,
NAG isn’t be used that often and
while in session there will not
be as much drive to create this
new system for the student body.
NAG should back down, admit
defeat, and focus its efforts on
helping the students and faculty
decide the next step in preventing
drug and alcohol abuse at Park.

Ad campaigns disguised the truth about candidates
by Becka Althauser ’09
Recent Maryland elections,
including the hotly contested
races for Governor and U.S.
Senate ended two weeks ago.
Yet was the outcome of these
elections based on an anti-Bush,
anti-Republican stigma and a
constant attacking of the other
candidates? Or were voters really
making informed decisions based
on accurate assessments of each
candidate’s opinions and merits.
These campaigns were characterized by strong negative
advertisements. Viewers were
bombarded by ads, especially
during the last few weeks before
the election. The majority of

these negatively portrayed and
tried to pigeon hole the opposing candidate. Although there
were some ads that outlined
positive aspects of these candidates’ platforms, the resounding
message voters heard was one
of negativity and narrowly defined attacks. Concerning the
Ehrlich-O’Malley race, the
resonating image was the commercials where Ehrlich attacked
O’Malley’s poor performances
in Baltimore City both in fighting crime and the city schools.
Based on these commercials, all
we learned about Ehrlich is that,
in his opinion, O’Malley failed
Baltimore City, and nothing of
what he will do that would be

so much better. In the SteeleCardin race, Steele decided to
run a defensive ad where he was
quoted to “love puppies”. The
commercial was a bit of a farce;
obviously Cardin would not be
telling the populace that Steele
hates puppies, yet behind this humor is a failing in the elections.
What does it really matter if
Steele hates puppies? If he is the
stronger candidate for making
adequate reforms for Maryland
then we should vote for him,
(even if he likes cats better).
But how would we know based
on what we, the viewers saw?
Voters should not be swayed
by these despicable, simplistic
attempts to obfuscate the issues.

Ultimately, maybe the voters
really did pay attention to the
issues. Approximately 65-70%
of people in random surveys
have been dissatisfied with the
war in Iraq, yet Steele still fully
supported the war and the Bush
administration’s current policies
on it. And Ehrlich’s campaign
to be a middle-class guy (the
very same campaign as the last
election) was not believed this
time, as he had not done much
protecting of middle class citizens during his years in office.
Perhaps he’s regretting that now.
During the campaign there
were forums where candidates
spoke about issues and some of
the print and other journalistic

Photo by A. Patel ’08

outlets provided information
about the underlying ideas of
all these men. Yes, the voters
did seem to find the issues they
were looking for, but it is disappointing that they had to search
through all the lines created by
ad agencies to find what they
needed to make a decision.
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My Fair Lady is loverly, loverly

photos courtesy Shannon Bishop

by Max Golden ’08
When the lights dimmed and the orchestra
began playing its first tune, I knew that this production of My Fair Lady would be exceptional.
The beautiful melodies spread throughout the dark
theater, setting the stage for the story to come.
The stage itself was lovely, framed by
sturdy Georgian columns that were revealed
as the curtain was drawn. These columns were
creative solutions to the problem of having
every other scene either in a dirty London
street or in an English library; they were a
natural and effective set in either setting.
We begin the play with the chance
meeting of poor flower vendor Eliza Doolittle (Marie Langlois ’07) and wealthy
linguist Henry Higgins (Dan Schwait ’08).
Soon after, Higgins makes a bet with his friend
Colonel Pickering (Mike Cohen ’07) that he
could transform Eliza’s speech and mannerisms
enough to make every member of the aristoc-

racy believe that she has always been a duchess.
While the classic plot did not contain
too many surprises, the acting, singing and
dancing were superb. The complex song
and dance numbers showed the commitment and preparation of the cast, as well as
their cohesiveness and unity. Each movement was made with confidence and purpose.
The dialogue was also delivered with a
similar confidence and understanding of emotion. As Eliza, Langlois flawlessly displayed
the poignant transformation from dirty flower
vendor to beautiful debutante, while Schwait
skillfully represented the subtleties of the
usually one-dimensional Henry Higgins.
The rest of the cast acted with poise
and confidence, and achieved the difficult goal of playing multiple characters.
Overall, the musical was quite successful.
The intense preparation and dedication of the
cast was evident in the superb acting, singing
and dancing, making the play a delight to watch.

YAWP embodies creative literature
by Ben Starr ’07
YAWP has traditionally been an annual literary publication, but this year’s first edition is
already out. While the fact that there will be
more than one issue is, in and of itself, impressive, this issue is also an improvement on last
year’s publication. The layout is much more
inventive, with student art on the front and
back covers, a sewn binding, and the title handstamped on the front cover. This is a big step up
from last year’s black construction paper cover.
This edition has a clear progression of
thoughts and recurring themes, compared to
the magazine’s traditional hodge-podge mix
of student writing in past years. The collection
starts with senior Elizabeth Cunningham’s poem
“Picnicking,” a descriptive piece highlighting
human interaction with nature. A few pieces
later is “The End,” a poem by Malcolm McDowell ’08, which creates a brilliant tapestry
of images as well as a compelling narrative.
This poem is so fantastic and metaphysical
that it provides a sort of climax to the issue.
As difficult as it is to follow such a poem, the
editors made a clever choice with “Wooly and
Warm,” a personal narrative by Maggie Sachs
about caring for a sick lamb and the ensuing
transcendent bond between human and animal.
The format of this piece makes it a relaxing read.
This issue of YAWP is especially poetry-dom-

inated, including poems by Eve Rorison ’08,
Ken Greller ’10, and Julia Verdery-Weimer ’08,
as well as more by Cunningham, McDowell, and
Sachs. Although there isn’t much artwork, Elisif
Bruun ’07 has a photograph as well as a drawing
on the back cover. The front cover was created
by Eva Fillion ’07, who sketched the design
and then hand-carved a stamp to print the title.
The careful attention paid to both the visual
layout and the selection of pieces in this year’s
first YAWP gives reason to be excited about
what is to come next from this year’s editors.

L. Gold ’08, J. Savage ’08, M. Langlois ’07, B. Goldstein ’08, and Langlois,
D. Schwait ’08, and M. Cohen ’07 went from street to library in the Upper
School fall production, My Fair Lady.

The Keys play a new tune
by Dan Demmitt ’07
The Black Keys are a two-man
rock ‘n’ roll powerhouse. Comprised of drummer Patrick Carney
and singer-guitarist Dan Auerbach,
The Keys have an old-fashioned
rock energy tinged heavily with
blues influence. Their sound is
reminiscent of the early Rolling
Stones, with a dirtier, more distorted feel, and a real core resemblance
to artists like the delta blues men
R.L. Burnside and Big Joe Williams. Auerbach tends to start off
with a thick, heavy guitar riff and
then sliding around the fingerboard,
pushing into unfamiliar territory
before coming back to slam out
those fat, rough riffs. Meanwhile,
Carney pounds away at his drum
kit—even at those points when he
could just be tapping along. He
puts the force and backbone behind the buildups and breakdowns.
The group has released in total
four LPs and an EP, all of which
are excellent. The Keys’ first album
was The Big Come Up in 2002,
which showed their ability to write
material with a raw, rock and blues
feel and also a standard pop structure, making it catchy enough to
warrant multiple listenings by both
the open-minded and the average
listener. Thickfreakness was the
band’s next release in 2003, and the
album was recorded in one day in a
14-hour straight recording session.
This gives it a live, not-as-accessible feel, although there is still a
lot of undeniably catchy material.
The Black Keys’ next and
most popular album was Rubber
Factory, released in 2004. The
album took the best of both of the
previous albums, showcasing a
well-polished kind of kick. Rubber Factory also showed the Keys’
mellower side, which we had only
seen glimpses of previously. This
mellow side, demonstrated in
songs like “The Lengths,” and “Act
Nice and Gentle”, is something the

Keys also do very well: almost as
well as the energetic tunes they are
generally known for. Earlier this
year the band released the EP Chulahoma, a wonderfully executed
and sweetly emotional six-song
tribute to the late Mississippi
blues musician Junior Kimbrough.
Then, in mid-September, the
duo released their newest fulllength record, titled Magic Potion.
Magic Potion is a solid album. With tracks like “Just Got to
Be,” “Your Touch,” and “Strange
Desire,” Magic Potion has the essential Black Keys style of catchy,
crashing rock ‘n’ blues. The new
album also has some quiet points,
as seen in “You’re the One,” and
“The Flame,” which come off
nicely. The problem with Magic
Potion is it’s not as cohesive as
it could be—it doesn’t quite feel
like a full album. While each track
works well individually, the album
seems to trail off at the end, and
doesn’t offer much of a conclusion.
That said, it’s still a really good album: it’s just not as good as Rubber
Factory or The Big Come Up. If
you’re looking to try out the Black
Keys for the first time, I would
recommend either of those two
albums, especially The Big Come
Up. If you already know the Keys
and are wondering whether Magic
Potion is worth your money, it is.

photo courtesy www.autumnshades.com
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Soccer history repeats itself
by Alexis Green ’07
Temporarily crippled by
devastating injuries, the Boys
Varsity Soccer team played their
last few games with a lot of
heart. After starting defensemen
and senior Captain Joe Press
sprained his ankle, Colin Smith
’08 also sprained his ankle,
and Noam Yaffe ’09 suffered
a chipped bone in his left foot.
On October 25, the Bruins
dominated against Cardinal Gibbons, but only won 1-0 on a goal
scored by Oliver Weinberg ’07

in the first minute. This win was
especially impressive because
five starters did not play: Press,
Yaffe, Smith, Carlos Cruz ’09
who also sprained his ankle, and
Tony DeMarco ’08 who was sick.
The Bruins continued into the
playoffs as the #2 seed in their
division of the B Conference.
The quarterfinal game against
Key School was played on Friday afternoon, October 27. A
large number of fans from both
schools attended the game to
show their support. It was the first
time that Key had ever qualified

for the playoffs. Sporting brown
painted chests, a few members of
Park’s JV team were especially
dedicated. The Bruins dominated
this game, sending the Bruins on
to the semifinals with a 1-0 win.
The semifinal game against
Severn took place following
Tuesday. The undefeated Severn
team was the strong favorite.
Park, however, stepped up and
played their hearts out. Both
teams held each other to a 0-0
tie through the second overtime,
and with daylight rapidly disappearing, the teams went straight

Boys Varsity Basketball
picks up the Pace
by Andrew Keiser ’09
Last year’s Championship
winning Varsity Basketball coach,
Josh Wolf, needed a break. The
time-consuming basketball season would not have allowed him
to be with his newborn twin girls.
After getting word of the need
for a new coach, athletic director Ridge Diven put the word
out to the faculty. Immediately
after the notice went out, Kevin
Coll responded with Bill Pace’s
name. “The irony of this is incredible. They were over here
for a summer workout, and that
night Coach Pace was coming
over with his girls to play with
our girls. That was the extent of
my search, the very night that
I put the word out, he is walking up the sidewalk with his
daughters,” exclaimed Diven.
Originally from Oklahoma,
Coach Pace worked in a “feeder
system” at Whitney Middle
School, preparing 6th through
9th graders for high school basketball. “The kids would come
to high school with the basic
knowledge of the offences and
defenses that they were going to run,” commented Pace.
He then went on to coach
Amateur Athletic Union Basketball (AAU) in Oklahoma
for five years before moving to
Maryland. He has been coaching both his own and Coll’s
daughter on his Maryland
AAU team for five years.
After numerous meetings
with Ridge Diven, Pace decided
to accept the coaching job and
has taken the varsity team under
his wing. “Coach Pace is strictly
a fundamentals kind of guy, and
so is Coach Wolf. Like Coach
Wolf, they both believe in certain
things, if you do them well you

into penalty kicks. Each team
made the first three, and then
Park missed the fourth. The
five penalty kickers for the Bruins were Ben Levin ’08, Dan
Ryugo ’07, Smith, Cruz, and
Yaffe. Severn went on to make
their next two kicks, and knock
the Bruins out of the playoffs.
Coach Lucky Mallonee ’62
is extremely proud of his team.
“Every time it is a playoff system, only one team comes out
completely happy in the end.
We came within a whisker of
upsetting the best team in the
league, and I thought we had an
excellent season.” He also acknowledged the impressive ways
in which members of the team
stepped up when there were
places to be filled. “The most
important thing is how hard they
played,” Mallonee said, “and
I am very satisfied with that.”

Now that the season has ended, some players have started
to look back. “Of my past four
years on this team, this year was
my favorite,” says D. Ryugo,
“We were the closest; we were
brothers.” According to Mallonee, it is always difficult to
lose the seniors, but especially
this year’s. “These guys were
great. Even if they didn’t play,
there was never any bitterness or
negativity. This requires a very
mature and admirable person.”
Looking on to next year’s
team, Mallonee expects it to
be quite good. The team will
only lose two starters, Captains D. Ryugo and Press, who
were the foundation of the defense. The Bruins struggled
through inexperience and t injuries, and finished by playing
the best that they could, and
are optimistic about the future.

Major League Football:

Luck of the Ravens
by Ben Goldstein ’08

photo by J. Webber ’07

New Boys Varsity Basketball coach Bill Pace looks on during
his practice. Pace is replacing Josh Wolf, who left to spend
time with his newborn twins.

don’t need to get complicated
with your system,” explained
Diven, “You do a few things
well and you work on those few
things throughout the season
and success will follow you.”
Diven and Pace seem to have
similar expectations of the team.
“I think we will surprise a lot of
people. I’m not familiar with the
conference well enough to say
where we will finish. I think we
will win more then most people
expect us to. I think that most
teams, once they play us, won’t

want to play us again,” said Pace.
“We graduated 10 of 12. Is
that monumental? Of course it’s
monumental. But everybody is
working really hard, everybody
is really excited and I’m not
going to sell this team short,”
proclaimed Diven. The Park
community may have low expectations for this year’s team,
but no one on the team, spawning from Pace’s enthusiasm,
expects anything less than a
run to the championship game
for the third straight season.

Sometimes it’s better to be lucky than good. And no team
understands this more that the professional football team
right here in Maryland. The Baltimore Ravens have been the
benefactor of some good fortune this season. The Ravens
are currently 7-2, and off to the best start in franchise history.
The astonishing thing is that just one year ago,
the Ravens were in a drastically different position. Baltimore got off to a dismal start last season and after nine
games, stood at 2-7, and in third place of the AFC North.
So what gives? What has changed in a year? Unfortunately, the
answer isn’t so clear. One popular explanation is the addition of quarterback Steve McNair. McNair has provided the kind of leadership on
offense that this team franchise has lacked since it entered the league.
He’s not the most accurate quarterback in the NFL, nor does he have
the strongest arm, but the calmness and confidence he brings to the
huddle is immeasurable. What McNair brings to this team can’t be
factored into the QB rating or seen on a stat sheet. McNair’s impact
is, however, reflected in one number, and that’s the number of wins.
But before we crown Air McNair as the next coming of the
Messiah, it’s important to look at how the Ravens have won
some of these games. Out of the seven contests the Ravens have
won thus far, three of them have been won in the final minutes
of the fourth quarter. Baltimore has won games this season
on last second interceptions, “would be game winning” field
goals that have been blocked, and 60 yard drives orchestrated
in under two minutes. It hasn’t been pretty to say the least.
To be clear though, I’m not trying to take anything away from
Brian Billick, Steve McNair or anybody else on the Baltimore
Ravens. It was breaks and lucky bounces which gave this city
its first professional sports championship in nearly 20 years.
When the Ravens won the Super Bowl in 2000, they certainly
weren’t the most talented team in the NFL. The offense went five
straight games without finding the end zone. In order to win a
Super Bowl, a little bit of luck is needed and just like the Ravens
of 2000, things seem to be going Baltimore’s way this season.
There’s no one explanation for the Raven’s turn around. Is it
the addition of Air McNair? The play calling of Brian Billick?
Is God just simply not a big Kyle Boller fan? Your guess is as
good as mine. Regardless, for the first time in years, the Ravens
have a legitimate shot of playing in Miami come February 2nd.
And oh by the way, the last time the Super Bowl was hosted in
Florida, the Baltimore Ravens walked away with their first Vince
Lombardi Trophy. Not to incorporate another cliché into this
article, but history does have a funny way of repeating itself.
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Varsity Field Hockey ends in disappointment
by Jeremy Scharf ‘07

photo by T. Lansburg ’66
Coach Barb Purkey stands on the sidelines with David Golaner
’96 during one of her final home games. Her team went 10-3-1
in the regular season, but lost early in the playoffs.

Girls Varsity Field Hockey
finished with a 10-3-1 regular
season record. “I couldn’t have
asked for a better last season,”
said Captain Julia Schwartz
’07. “Our team always worked
together and we put our
heart into every practice and
game. Although we had a sort
of tragic ending, I know we
all gave everything we had.”
The team only allowed
four goals all season, and shut
out nearly all of their opponents. “The defense was the
core of the team. They played
extremely well together as a
true unit. They were tremendous in limiting opponents’
shots,” said Madison Elliott ’07.
For most of the season, the
offense was able to get the job
done and reward the defense
with a goal or two a game. The
season’s biggest regret, however, was their inability to score.
The Lady Bruins entered
the playoffs as the #2 seed and
with high hopes. Unfortunately,
these hopes were crushed in
the first round, as the Bruins
fell to an underrated, seventh
seeded Mount De Sales Academy. Regulation ended in a

Cross Country beats Gilman in
A-conference championship run
by Sam Cornblath ’10
Boys Varsity Cross Country
placed sixth in the regular season, matching its best overall
standing achieved since 2003.
This year, they also placed
fifth in the MIAA A Conference Championship race by
beating Gilman, John Carroll, McDonough and Curley;
an all time record for Park.
Although the win over John
Carroll and McDonough was
anticipated, defeating Curley
and Gilman was a surprise.
It’s hard to disagree with
coaches, John Kessinger and Paul
Hulleberg’s summation, “it was
the best season ever.” The coach-

es also assert that the triumph
over Gilman in the regular season
was surprising because Gilman
is Park’s biggest competitor.
The coaches praised all
the members of the team
including seniors Sam Althauser, Anders Hulleberg,
Ian Long, Jesse Naiman, Michael Roswell and Ben Starr.
Their leadership skills, sense
of humor and positive attitudes
towards the underclassman were
all critical to the success of
the team. Of the squad, the
coaches point to Ethan Haswell as the team’s unsung hero
and note his work ethic, dedication and dependability as
qualities fit for a team player.

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
Permit No. 2

It is clear that the coaches’ strengths and personalities
complement each other. They
are humble in describing their
roles on the team, but also clear
about their plans and aspirations
for next year. They have high
expectations given that the team
remains in the A Conference.
They plan to individualize
these expectations, establishing
specific goals for each runner,
and are already thinking about the
2007 season, starting with training in the spring and summer.
As the six graduating seniors
move on, the coaches hope everyone recognizes their unique
contributions to the team and to
Cross Country at Park School.

The Park School of Baltimore
Brooklandville, MD 21022

1-1 tie. The game then went into
two-seven minute overtimes,
where the teams were forced
to choose just seven players to
take the field; each ended scoreless. Next, each team prepared
for a one on one shootout. Five
players from each team were
selected to shoot on the opposing goalie. As the sun set on the
field, the Bruins fell to the Sailors 3-2 in the overtime shootout.
The Bruins will take with
them a second place finish
in the regular season and the
fond memories of their last
year under Coach Barb Pur-

key. The team will graduate 10
seniors this year, but leave the
program with strong veterans,
including Val Green ’08, Eve
Rorison ’08, and Dawn Lee ’09.
Overshadowing the season is
the end of the Barb Purkey era.
Purkey coached field hockey for
33 years and the school will miss
her. A three-year Varsity player,
Elizabeth Gauvey-Kern said,
“Barb took her role seriously. If
I have to find a college coach,
Barb would be the first one in
my mind because she knows
how to put a team together
and create success out of it.”

photo by A. Patel ’08
C. Young ’07 makes a glove save. The Bruins only let in five goals
for the season. Young had the second highest save percentage
in the conference.

Girls Soccer falls
short in playoffs
by Aaron Brant ’08
The Girls Varsity Soccer
team, Park’s last team left in
the playoffs by November 2,
fell short of its championship
aspirations with a semifinal loss.
The Lady Bruins got shut out
3-0 by Maryvale Preparatory
School. The Lions maintained
nice ball movement throughout the whole game and were
able to score early; they possessed a 2-0 lead at halftime.
The Bruins were very frustrated after the loss, especially
since the first time the two teams
met resulted in a 1-1 tie. “We
were disappointed,” said Claire
Ellwanger ’08, “but they were a
good team.” Maryvale was the
first seed going into the playoffs and won the championship
with a 1-0 win over Friends.
The girls weren’t too distressed about the loss because the

Bruins posted an impressive win
over the Roland Park Reds in
the quarterfinals, just a few days
before their semifinal loss. The
team completely shut down the
opposing team’s offensive threat,
and one goal by Maggie Sachs
’07 was enough to secure the
Lady Bruins a spot in the semis.
With the season over, the girls
move from the soccer field onto
the gym floor, playing either
basketball or indoor soccer.
They will be in new environments with new teams, but for
those non-seniors, avenging
their season-ending loss and
bringing home a long awaited championship trophy will
be in the back of their minds.
“We’re really excited for
next year,” said Franny McGill ’08, “We’re losing some
key players, but the Junior
Class has a lot of strong players. It’ll be a good year.”

