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Campus drivers endanger pedestrian safety
Recent near-miss is not first incident of cell phone distraction
by Alec Ring ‘11
The carpool line is a hazardous place. On November 12,
two incidents endangering pedestrians prompted Bob Peck,
Director of Security and Safety,
to issue warnings via e-mail
to all employees and parents.
Lyn Meyerhoff ‘09 was hit
by a car while walking through
the parking lot after the Partners’
Thanksgiving Dinner. “She [the
parent driver] must have come
around the turn too wide at the
end of the carpool line, and she
hit me in the side,” said Meyerhoff. “Luckily, I was wearing
my backpack and that absorbed
most of the blow. She didn’t even
stop. A few minutes later, at my
car, she walked up to me and
told me that she hadn’t seen me.”
Earlier that same day, Facilities staff member, Rose Sharpe
was nearly hit by a parent who
was on a cell phone. According
to Sharpe, the car was driving
down the line, and at the large
speed bump near the Arts Center entrance, he drove right by,
almost sideswiping her. “I was
helping a little boy cross when
I raised my hand to the driver;
he was so focused on his phone
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Staff member Rose Sharpe was guarding the Arts Center crosswalk Nov. 12 when a driver on a cell
phone almost sideswiped her. The walk, shown at carpool, crosses a curb line and through lane.

that he drove right by.” Luckily
Sharpe was near the side of the
crosswalk, barely out of harm’s
way. “Some parents are always
on the phone and they just keep
talking and talking,” she said.
After Meyerhoff alerted Peck
of her incident, he sent the emails. In a message to faculty
and staff, he noted that he had

received many complaints about
employees “driving too fast on
the back driveway and over speed
bumps.” In his e-mail to parents,
he referred to Sharpe’s near-miss
and specifically condemned the
use of cell phones while driving
on campus, supplying a link to
a website providing facts about
driving with a cell phone. The

final lines of the e-mail read, “For
the safety of our families, faculty,
and staff, please do not use your
cell phone when you are driving on the Park School campus,
and reconsider cell phone use
in your car at all other times.”
After these recent incidents,
Peck has tried to significantly
reinforce safety measures al-

ready in effect at the school, “I
want to make sure people are
aware of their surroundings.
I want to do whatever it takes
for the safety of our kids.”
Peck has considered many
solutions, including staggering dismissal times and using
signs to make the carpool line
safer. “There are countless times
I’ve seen parents hit the curb
while talking on the cell phone.”
According to Sharpe, such
near-misses are not new. Nelson Barnes, another member of
the facilities staff, said he was
nearly hit as well. Now, Barnes
is a firm believer against using cell phones while driving.
“If you’re on the phone with
somebody driving, just tell them
to call you back. When you’re
driving you’re busy and you’re
going to hit something,” he said.
“What if there had been a
little kid?” asked Meyerhoff.
“That would be even harder
to see.” Sharpe also had some
closing thoughts about her near
collision. “The driving [with cell
phones] is never going to stop
until a child gets hit.” She also
offered some advice to all Park
community members: “Stay off
the phone in the carpool line!”

Assembly celebrates new
era in America’s history
by Mariama Eversley ‘10
On Wednesday, November 5
the election of Barack Obama
marked an important day in
American history. Students entered the school exhausted from
following the election the night
before, but there was an undeniable current of excitement.
“I feel proud and privileged to
be an American,” said Kristen
Smith ‘10. All day, conversations couldn’t help but revolve
around the election. “I feel tired
but invigorated at the same
time,” said Upper School science teacher Hadiya Woodham.
During assembly, Upper
School history teacher John Ro-

emer and Dean of Students Traci
Wright presented their views on
the election, both stressing that
regardless of whether one is a
Republican or Democrat, the fact
that America has elected a black
man for president is important.
Roemer recalled his civil
rights experiences during the
40s and 50s. Segregation in
Baltimore County kept blacks
from entering Roemer’s high
school. There were no black
elected officials or employees,
and apartments weren’t rented
to blacks. To affect change, he
joined the civil rights movement.
For years, he and other activists
attended brutal sit-ins where they
often faced violent opposition.
“At times, we were beaten to a

bloody pulp,” recalled Roemer.
Finally, after fighting for
equal rights for several years, the
struggle for justice was won and
segregation ended. Now, many
believe that America has “put another dagger in racism” as the first
black man is elected president.
“The election was not only
a victory for blacks and Democrats, but for America,” said
Roemer in assembly. “This is
not just a white country: the flag
belongs to everyone. Finally,
America did what it said it believed in,” he said. Caught up
in a rare moment of patriotism,
Roemer unraveled the American
flag and waved it as he left the
podium and ascended the stairs.

Assembly, cont’d p. 4
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Editorial
Bad Behavior
On November 12, a student was hit by a car driven by a Park parent. Earlier
that day, a Facilities staff member was nearly hit by a parent on a cell phone who
drove past her as she was managing the crosswalk. These two incidents are not the
first cases of careless drivers, both students and parents, on our campus. The fact
is, people are driving too fast and too recklessly. Hurried parents are putting their
needs above the safety of others. Parents’ prerogatives have carried over to other
driving issues, including creating alternative carpool lines before and after school.
Every afternoon when school lets out, parents avoiding the carpool line
wait in the aisles of the parking lot. For whatever reason, they have decided not to wait politely with other parents. These cars block in teachers and
students trying to leave. At the end of the day, exhausted from school work
and sports practices, we are forced to navigate in precarious situations.
While most people readily move when they see you entering your car, some
refuse to get out of the way for fear they’ll lose their place. Instead of inconsiderately blocking students in, parents should wait their turn in the carpool
line, park their cars and walk in, or let their kid take the bus. Parents may have
a hectic schedule, but so does everyone else. All parents are equal and no parents are more important than others whether they drive a BMW or a Chevrolet.
The same goes for before school drop-off. The giant yellow sign at the entrance
to the back road prohibiting morning drop-off was placed there for a reason. Unless
a child can’t easily access his or her classroom, the back road is not a carpool line.
Recently, the irresponsible actions of heedless parents have almost led to the injury of students and employees. Rose Sharpe, a member of the Facilities staff, was almost sideswiped on the crosswalk by
a parent on a cell phone. What if she hadn’t stepped out of the way?
Security chief Bob Peck’s e-mail to the community tries to get out the
message that cell phone use while driving is a dangerous practice. He
writes, “Many states, although not Maryland, have enacted legislation
which prohibits the practice. For the safety of our families, faculty, and
staff, please do not use your cell phone when you are driving on the Park
School campus, and reconsider cell phone use in your car at all other times.”
According to the Upper School’s policy on driving, “Drivers are expected to obey speed limits and other directions, and exercise caution when
driving on campus. A student’s driving privileges may be suspended or revoked for unsafe driving, repeated lateness, illegal parking, etc.” We should
be holding all members of the Park community to the same standards.
Park’s own philosophy encourages the notion of “acting towards others with respect, kindness, concern, and moral conviction.” This is what
the school demands from us, and it is what we are asking from you.
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Math dept. shows off progressive approach
by Kayla Bruun ‘09
On November 15, Upper School math teachers Bill
Tabrisky and Mimi Cukier traveled to Texas to present the
fourth and final installment of
the department’s math conference tour. In the last few weeks,
they and department head Tony
Asdourian showed their presentation entitled, “Questions
that raise Questions,” to public
schools in North Carolina and
Portland, Maine, and to Baltimore private schools at the Association of Independent Maryland
Schools (AIMS) conference.
The purpose of the talk was
to introduce math teachers to
Park’s progressive approach to
teaching, as manifested in the
math department’s self-created
curriculum and textbooks. The
idea behind the curriculum is that
students are assigned problems
that provoke questions beyond
simply, “How do you do it?” and
instead lets them naturally generalize concepts of the problem.
Although this method of teaching
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The math department created its own curriculum and textbooks with problems that provoke
questions beyond “how do you do it?”

may seem familiar to students
here, many of the ideas were new
to teachers at the conferences.
According to Tabrisky, they
responded positively to every
presentation. He admits to being a bit nervous before the first
conference in North Carolina
because it was a different environment, and he didn’t know

what to expect. To his relief,
Tabrisky said that teachers at the
conference were very enthusiastic and curious about what Park
representatives had to say, and
they consistently asked good
questions and interacted well.
Tabrisky and the other teachers were pleased with the conferences and viewed them as a

success. Although the aim of
the presentations was more to
talk about the ideas of the books
than to promote them, Tabrisky
noted that nearly all sample
copies of the ninth grade curriculum text were snapped up
by teachers at the conferences.
The reformation of Park’s
math curriculum began three

years ago when teachers in the
department spent a summer reworking it to create a whole
new booklet for ninth graders
through the Faculty and Curricular Advancement Program
(FACA). This was successful,
so they went on to create one for
tenth and eleventh grade students
over the next two summers.
In previous years, the department used the Contemporary
Mathematics in Context (CMIC).
This program was closer to progressive education than most because it was more discovery-oriented, and focused on where the
information for problems came
from. However, Asdourian noted
that students often complained
that CMIC textbooks were boring, offered too much “handholding,” and did not contain a wide
enough range of math habits.
According to Asdourian, the
new curriculum is much more
popular and students seem a lot
more enthusiastic and interested
in discussing problems. “The
best evidence of this is that the
students come into class asking lots of questions,” he said.

Committee pulls plug on Immersion Week
by Juliet Eisenstein ‘11
and Rebecca Ringler ‘11
Immersion Week has been
cancelled for the 2008-2009
school year. The extra-curricular week takes place between
semesters and consists of four
full days in which students participate in an array of activities
not related to regular classes.
Although groups submitted enough proposals for Immersion Week to occur, several were not developed enough.
To help with a final decision,
the Immersion Week Committee
asked students to complete an
online survey. Results indicated
interest in fewer than two thirds
of offerings. In addition, among
activities for which students were
most likely to sign up, the survey showed that there would not
be enough room for the whole
Upper School to participate.
“I think by canceling Immersion Week this year, people
will want to do more to make
this week a success in future
years,” said Dawn Lee ’09,

one of the committee leaders.
“Also, this means the committee can have more time to prepare for next year,” she said.
Immersion week started eight
years ago with Arts as the main
focus; most of the instructors
were graduate students from
Maryland Institute. Then, the
model switched to to include
activities outside of the arts.
Although successful for the
first three years, many teachers
and students believed the program had gone downhill since its
conception. The main problems
were that teachers who were
busy writing reports between
semesters couldn’t engage in
the classes, parents felt it was a
waste of time, and a number of
students didn’t show up at all.
Faculty voted to drop
Immersion
Week
altogether for January, 2006.
That was, until the class of
2008 stepped in. Remembering how much fun it was their
freshman year, the last before its termination, they spent

two years lobbying for its return. During their junior year,
they came up with a plan in
which students did the majority of the work, obtaining funding and organizing the classes.
After presenting their proposal in assembly and at a faculty
meeting, it was approved, starting a tradition of student initiative
in planning Immersion Week.
“That burden should rest with the
students every year,” said Upper
School Principal Mike McGill.
One main difference between
this year and previous years was
that expectations were higher;
the group hoped that they would
be able to reject ideas that were
not up to standards. Some of
the activities that would have
been offered were Hip-Hop in
Context, T-Shirt Sculpture Making, Ninja Warrior, How to be a
Guy, and U.S. Military History.
Committee leaders Lee, Anja
Fries ’09, and Stevie Harlan
‘09 made the final decision to
cancel the special week after
discussing the more detailed

activity proposals, and reading
the results of the online survey.
“As leaders we would rather
Immersion Week have a successful future than to have a week
which is lackluster,” said Lee.
“I think that the student
leaders did an excellent job
and made one of the most selfless decisions I’ve ever seen
a student make,” said McGill.
Seniors, for whom this year
was their last opportunity to
experience Immersion Week,
expressed mixed opinions.
“I’m really upset it got cancelled,” said Tess Shiras ‘09.
“And because I’m a senior, I
have the attitude that I wish
we had it because it’s my last
year, but I understand why it’s
not happening,” she added.
On the other end of the spectrum, freshmen, like Michael
Ginsburg, said that they looking
forward to the “fun” and “stressfree” week, which sounded similar to the Middle School’s Exploratory Learning Week. Tess
Savage ‘12 was excited for the

week as well. “I’ve always heard
a lot of positive things,” she said.
Immersion Week, which
would have been held January 20-23, also coincided with
the Civil Rights Trip. “No Immersion Week means I’ll have
to miss a few days of school
and work really hard to catch
up on all the missed work, and
I’m not looking forward to
that,” said Christina Cubera ‘10.
Inauguration Day also falls
on Tuesday of that week, which
would have cut down Immersion
Week to two and a half days.
“I’m very disappointed, but
I think it’ll be better in the long
run,” said Andie Himmelrich
‘11. By canceling Immersion
Week this year, leaders hope
that next year time will be spent
ensuring activities are more appealing and interesting, as well
as making sure there is enough
funding for the week to happen.
“As leaders, we realized
that if this year wasn’t great,
there might not be Immersion
Week in the future,” said Fries.
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Group recommends Philosophy wording change
by Rebecca Ringler ‘11
The
Park
Philosophy
will be reworded so that the
school’s commitment to diversity is made clearer.
Every 10 years, Park, like
every other independent school
in Maryland, goes through an
accreditation process with the
Association of Independent
Maryland Schools (AIMS).
During the process, AIMS gives
recommendations on how the
school could improve. Every
five years between accreditation

visits, AIMS representatives return to check the school’s progress with the recommendations.
When AIMS representatives
visited in 2003, they recommended that the wording of the
philosophy statement be changed
to make Park’s commitment to
diversity, mainly racial diversity, more explicit. The school,
however, elected not to change
the philosophy at that time.
For the five-year evaluation,
faculty formed a new committee to review the philosophy.
Co-chairs middle school sci-

Assembly
marks
history

but instead recommended that
another committee be formed
to examine the wording and
suggest the appropriate changes. This new group has yet
to be established, but Head of
School Dan Paradis plans to
move forward in the near future.
Once this new committee rewords parts of the philosophy,
it will be brought to the Board
of Trustees and the faculty for
approval. The approval process will most likely take a significant amount of time since
it is dealing with something of

critical importance to the school.
According to Espey, work
on the rewording will be difficult. “Any type of perceived
change involves tension and
discomfort,” he said. While it
may be difficult, it is important to Park to have its philosophy be the same as its beliefs.
The Philosophy Committee recommends that the new
rewording committee begin as
soon as possible, ideally this
year, because they expect these
changes to be made by the
next AIMS evaluation in 2012.

Mehta announces retirement
by Emma Gross ‘11

Assembly, cont’d from p. 1
In contrast to Roemer’s civil
rights experiences, Wright spoke
through tears of happiness about
what the election meant to her. In
a state of disbelief, Wright admitted that she never thought America would elect a black man as
president. “I’ve studied history,
the inequities that blacks faced,
and learned about hypocrisy in
this country. I was moved to tears
because I never thought America
could redeem itself,” she said.
For Wright, Obama’s election meant a new chapter of
hope and faith, wherein we celebrated our differences and those
that unite us. She hoped we can
start healing given our racial history and present day inequalities
and move towards possibilities
of “seeing light in all our chil-

ence teacher Rich Espey and
upper school French teacher
Christine Broening, in agreement of the rest of the group,
did not think that the current
wording of the philosophy emphasized Park’s commitment
to diversity strongly enough.
“In no way did we recommend
a change in philosophy; we recommended a change in the wording
to make the philosophy statement
even more clear,” said Espey.
The Philosophy Committee
members did not propose any
specific changes themselves,

(Phil Velasquez/Chicago Tribune/MCT)

dren.” Wright ended by saying,
“Today I celebrate all that is possible and all that is real. Today I
celebrate with my ancestors who
fought and who believed. Today
I celebrate with my students of
color who can now know that
anything is possible, and with
white students who have also
believed that our future can be
different. And I celebrate with
my Park School family because
today we acknowledge the historic moment of today, together.”
(For text of John Roemer’s speech,
see p. 9.)

Louise
Mehta,
Associate Head of School, has announced that she will retire
at the end of this school year.
Mehta has been an influential teacher and administrator at
Park for close to 32 years. Her
list of responsibilities surpasses
that of most administrators here.
Mehta is in charge of the
hiring process for new faculty.
She also leads New Faculty Forum, a colloquium for faculty
and staff that meets every six
weeks to discuss topics connected to the school philosophy,
career stages, and curriculum.
In addition, Mehta is the primary administrator of the Faculty and Curricular Advancement
Program (FACA), which she
has headed since its inception 20
years ago. Unique among independent schools, FACA grants
teachers money to work over
the summer, and pursue projects

to enhance curriculum, explore
social and guidance oriented topics, and enrich personal interests.
Mehta works closely with
the Board of Trustees and
other school committees. She
plays an important role in the
school’s work in admissions
and development out reach.
“Louise Mehta is a very special person,” said second grade
teacher Debbie Silverman.
“She is incredibly insightful
about the history of the school,
open to new ideas, and is genuinely enthusiastic and committed to progressive education.”
The search for a new Associate Head of School is underway
and progressing quickly. Head
of School Dan Paradis has appointed the Faculty Council, an
existing group of faculty from
each division, to elect a group of
teachers to evaluate each candidate and contribute to making the
final decision. “Their role as faculty advisers is to share opinions

photo by J. Patterson ‘10

and provide me with a sense of
important and ideal qualities for
an associate head of school and
to aid me in determining who will
be best for Park,” said Paradis.
Paradis intends to begin the
search in-house. He hopes to find
a faculty member who is familiar
with the Park School philosophy
and system in order to make the
transition to a new Associate
Head of School more fluid. If
the pool of candidates is strong
internally, Paradis hopes to make
a decision before winter break.

Students in all three divisions participated in the Mondo Botanico art show that opened last Thursday. Artist Cornel Rubino and students
K through 12 drew free-hand on gallery walls depicting their ideas of love and fear. Participants worked in charcoal, pastels and paint.

photo by S. Shuldiner ‘09
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Activity Briefs

Financial expert explains crisis

French Club

Obama adviser breaks down economic woes

French Culture Club, a new Upper School activity, has been busy this year. Laura Friedman ‘11 and Emma
Gross ‘11, the two leaders of French Culture Club, have
been working hard to make sure the club has a purpose.
“Right now we’re planning for our French table. We’re
planning on inviting a lot of the culture clubs to come join
us for a traditional, big French meal during an X block,” said
Friedman. Along with planning the meal, the club is raising money by selling crepes every three weeks. “The money is probably going to be to help pay for people to go to
France and for charities in the Ivory Coast,” said Friedman.
The club is creating a website where people can find information about new French restaurants or French movies. “The future of the club looks really great. We’re doing a
lot, and we have a lot of great freshmen,” said Friedman.

by Nate Kaufman ‘10

Spanish Club
Over the last few years, Spanish Club has been exploring Spanish and Mexican culture in a variety of ways, such
as making food and watching movies. “We’ve just finished watching an old Mexican horror film,” said Julia
Boscov-Ellen ‘11, a club member. “It was really funny.”
Recently, to celebrate Hispanic culture, the club decorated sugar skulls in honor of the Day of the Dead. The club has also been
fundraising to buy holiday presents for people at the Esperanza
Center where Park students teach English as a second language.

Amnesty International
Amnesty International has been working hard this year. In
the upcoming craft fair on December 4, Amnesty International will sell handmade jewelry and mobiles made by Ugandan
women who are HIV positive. In addition, they will be selling
hemp bracelets made by club members. All the money that the
club makes will be going back to the women who made the
crafts. Also, once a month, the club writes letters of concern and
sends them to political leaders in the hopes of effecting change.

Gallery Committee
Gallery Committee has recently set up a gallery wall in the Upper School Commons, and has installed a show entitled “Things
Seen Under a Microscope and Things Seen through a Telescope.”
Along with the gallery, the club has been trying to raise money to take a trip to New York City to visit some free art galleries.
They recently had a fundraiser where they served a pot luck lunch.

by Isabelle Schein ‘11

Quiz Bowl
In crop rotation, why are legumes such as soybeans and alfalfa planted in the third and last stage?
Stumped? The answer is they are nitrogen-fixing plants.
This is an example of the types of questions that the members
of the Quizbowl Club strive to answer. The Quizbowl Club, run by
Upper School Science teacher Sean Lally, began meeting last fall.
Last year, the club started informally, with students and Lally quizzing each other just for fun. This year, Quizbowl became official.
“Now we have an eye on getting to compete,” said Lally. “The club
is for people who are really into trivia and into being tested on trivia…I guess you could say the goal is: fun with trivia,” he explained.
Currently the Club’s regular participants include Lally and six
students, but they are often joined by Upper School English teacher
Monica West and Science teacher Elliott Huntsman. All are welcome to join Quizbowl which meets Wednesdays during X-block.

by Leah Shapiro ‘12

At a recent assembly, Gary
Gensler, an economic adviser
to Barack Obama, spoke with
Park Upper School students
and faculty about the current
economic crisis.
“Historians
will be studying these times for
decades,” Gensler predicted.
Gensler named the four factors contributing to the ailing financial system: dramatically low
savings rates, the housing bubble,
trade deficit, and national debt.
Housing prices declined 22
percent nationally, people defaulted on their mortgages, and
financial asset values dropped.
Funding became hard to ob-

tain, loans and credit became
unavailable, and institutions
failed or were forced to merge.
Lehman Brothers, an enormous global investment bank,
collapsed. “Within days, our
financial market started circling the drain,” explained Gensler. Given the negative impact on the economy, Gensler
thought that not saving Lehman
was “was a dumb mistake.”
When the largest mortgage
companies, Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac, tilted on the edge
of a cliff, the government decided to get involved by taking them
over; taking over world leader
AIG insurance; guaranteeing

money funds, bank deposits, and
bank loans; and providing liquidity (more cash into the market).
Going forward, Gensler assured us that this was “not like
Great Depression,” but that,
“we as a nation are going to go
through a heap of hard times in
the next year to three years.” Unemployment is expected to rise.
More people will lose their houses. Business will have trouble
growing. Congress is expected to
try to ease the crisis by providing a stimulus package, housing
assistance, and financial reform.
Gensler ended on a positive
note by saying, “We will cycle
through it; we will grow again.”

CCCP continues green mission
by Ariella Brant ‘11
This year Park is more
‘green’ because CCCP (Climate Change Committee at
Park) continues to find ways
to improve the environment.
On October 18 Emily Breiter ’10 organized an activity to
plant trees on the Gwynns Falls
River with the Gwynns Falls
Watershed Association. “I decided to do it because it would
be a good community bonding

activity as well as being good for
the environment,” said Breiter.
By planting trees Park is helping
out with Mayor Sheila Dixon’s
plan to double the forest from
20 to 40 percent within 30 years.
Daniel Jacoby, history teacher and faculty adviser of CCCP,
said their two goals for this
year are to reduce Park’s carbon emissions, and to help prevent the stream from eroding.
The club organized a project in which club members and

any other student who wanted
to participate built a fence to
protect the wet meadow, and
minimize the amount of erosion of Moore’s Branch steam,
which runs through campus.
To help raise awareness about
carbon emissions, the school
has conducted a green house
gas survey for that last two
years. This summer, an outside
company conducted a schoolwide energy audit. Results and
recommendations are pending.

Senate plans reorganization;
subdivides into committees
by Jeremy Cohen ‘12
The student senate is currently in the process of dividing itself into committees in
order to be more effective. The
senate, which is comprised of
six representatives from each
grade, hopes to create a wide
range of committees, ranging from judicial to activities.
“Contrary to popular belief,
the senate doesn’t do all the
work,” said President of the Student Council Mike Leffer ‘10.
“But the senate is enthusiastic
and anxious to get stuff done,”
he said. The senate deals with a
wide assortment of issues including noise in the library, lack of
soap in the school’s bathrooms,
and expensive school trips.
“Without the senators, we’d
never be able to set up dances or

get anything done,” noted Leffer.
However, not all senators
are excited about the way the
senate is working. According
to R.J. Gitter, a freshman senator, the senate is “disorganized”
and has “few meetings.” One
of the reasons this is happening
is that there are many senators
who do not show up to the senate meetings that are held every other Wednesday, he said.
Leffer is also annoyed at
the senators who do not attend
meetings. “As much as I’d like
to replace inactive senators, as
of yet we do not have the authority to do so,” he said. One
senator is searching through
the Upper School constitution
to find what it says about senators who skip meetings, and will
present his findings at the next

senate meeting. “I think that
each grade should take more
responsibility in this case, by
holding senators accountable at
class meetings, and asking simple questions like, ‘what have
you done lately?’” said Leffer.
The current plan is to form
committees in charge of different aspects of the school. For example, the senate is considering
forming a committee to ensure
that the bathrooms always have
soap in them. Another committee would start an endowment to help fund school trips.
Senators also attend meetings that the student council
regularly has with Dan Paradis
and Mike McGill. According to
Leffer, their input at these meetings has been helpful. “We’re
basically everywhere,” he said.
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Commentary
‘What’s the difference between a pit-bull and Joe Biden?’
by Ken Greller ‘10
Last week’s edition of Saturday Night Live (11/15/08),
began, as nearly every episode
over the course of the last year
has begun, with a skit to display
the show’s unique and increasingly ferocious take on the 2008
Presidential Campaign. However,
the Cold Opening of this SNL, the
first episode since the election
of Barack Obama November 4,
took a slightly different tone. The
skit began with Jason Sudeikis
assuming his dead-on impersonation of Vice President-Elect
Joe Biden, ready to address the
nation. His essential message:
“I’m worth making fun of, too.”
SNL has always been laced
with a certain level of self-awareness. From its very first episode
and onward, referring to its cast
as the “Not Ready For Prime
Time Players,” to its severe dip
in popularity in the ‘90s. Such
awareness, however, has been
unnecessary as of late, considering the show’s remarkable
spike in popularity thanks to the
presence of Tina Fey as everyone’s favorite moose-hunting,
hockey-watching, book-banning,
family-values-saving governor
from the Crystal Meth capital
of the far north—former (and
let’s keep it that way) Vice Presidential nominee Sarah Palin.
Governor Palin was up against

quite a lot in this past election
season. She was antagonizing,
she was under-educated, she had
a strange accent, and she couldn’t
keep those pesky, oddly-named
children out of trouble (or Iraq.)
When it got down to the nittygritty, she didn’t have much to
offer the American people, except
for, perhaps, the comfort and
security that would come with
knowing that you, too, could one
day assume the most powerful
position in the Western world if
you happen to be so darn cute.
But Sarah Palin offered a
unique brand of humor. She was
somehow something incredibly
familiar, but completely new
at the same time. For all of the
names she tacked onto herself, for
all of the Hockey Moms she stood
in solidarity with, Sarah Palin
cannot so simply be defined. Except as a Maverick. She was and
still is (and will probably remain,
at least until 2012) a Maverick.
She was sweet, she was normal, she was someone with
whom you could have a beer
(or a few OxyContin). And she,
just like you, did not quite have
her life together. Not every loose
end was tied up, not every story
was straight, and all (and a whole
mess of other things, plenty of
them having to do with her running mate, and steppingstone to
the Oval Office, John McCain)
of this resulted in a McCain-Palin

(Phil Velasquez/Chicago Tribune/MCT)

Without Alaska Governor Sarah Palin in the news, what will
people laught at now?

defeat at the hands of Senators
Barack Obama and Joe Biden,
and a very nervous room of
writers at 30 Rockefeller Plaza.
The country has just put someone they can really get behind in
office. Legitimate, indisputable
history was made. Whether or
not the Obama administration

delivers on any of its promises,
it’s going to be one hell of a ride.
And there’s nothing funny about
that at all. It seemed about time to
whip out the trusty, old-fashioned,
self-awareness. When a weakness
can’t be fixed, you might as
well make it blatantly obvious.
Throughout the skit Novem-

ber 15, Biden promises that his
service as Vice President will be
filled with misspeaking, contradiction, ignorance, and all of the
gaffs we missed out on by passing up Palin. “Want a train-wreck
interview with Katie Couric?” he
asks. “Just name the time and the
place.” Herein lies a sad, uncomfortable truth moving forward
for Saturday Night Live, for
every Sarah Palin blog, vlog, and
webseries put out by brilliant satirists (Sara Benincasa, youtube.
com/SaraBenincasa or youtube.
com/236) to the mildly insane, for
The Daily Show, The Colbert Report, The Onion, the water cooler,
and anyone who reads the newspaper—what is there to laugh at?
For right now, at least, Biden
can only be funny in the context
of what he is not, by pointing
out that he can’t be as ridiculous
as the woman who once killed
her own dinner from a helicopter. And, at least until January,
we have a sitting duck in Chicago, with two non-pregnant,
clean and sober daughters and
a spouse with no desire to secede from the United States.
But let’s not yet put the final nail
in the Sarah Six-Pack’s nonsense
coffin. Way up there in Juneau,
there’s still a sliver of Hope (the
funny kind. Not the serious kind.)
Sarah Palin for Senate. Palin
2012. Sarah Palin forever… just so
there’s not another writer’s strike.

The Worst Thing You Can Do

Don’t even think of shaking my hand until...
by Blake Pruitt ‘11
As long as I’ve been at Park,
I’ve noticed something about
the bathrooms - there is a certain item that is very seldom
used. You guessed it, the sink;
the soap dispenser is used even
less. The majority of people
leaving the boys’ bathroom do
not wash their hands, some run
them under water, and even
fewer use water and soap.
Flushing the toilet and aiming
correctly seems to be a problem as well. I know in the last
issue I said the worst thing a
Park student could do is walk
slowly in the hallway. Well, I
might have exaggerated a tiny
bit. The actual worst thing Park

students can do, at least for
this month, is to not wash their
hands after using the bathroom.
It’s just plain disgusting.
Something is being touched that
should not be transferred to other
people. Now I know it’s slightly
different for girls (that’s as far
as I’m getting into that), but in
either case, the worst that can
come from washing your hands
is spending an extra 10 seconds
in the ungodly smelling bathroom
in the math-science hallway.
Think about it, would you really
like to shake someone’s hand
who had just touched (use your
imagination here)? I think not.
Now for the statistics. According to a 2006 American Society

of Microbiology study, 97% of
females and 92% of males say
they wash their hands. Out of
those, only 75% of females and
58% of males actually did wash
their hands. The even more
relevant and disgusting statistic
is that a measly 50% of middle
and high school students say they
wash their hands. Teenagers like
us aren’t even ashamed to say we
don’t wash our hands. Out of the
50% of middle and high schoolers
who wash their hands, 33% of females and 8% of males use soap.
Let me say that again. Only 8%
of middle and high school males
who wash their hands use soap.
By simply washing your
hands, you can stop up to 50% of

all food borne illnesses, including
E. coli and salmonella. Students
who wash their hands multiple
times a day experience fewer
absences due to colds, the flu, and
stomach illnesses. Washing your
hands at least four times a day
can also reduce your chances of
getting a gastrointestinal illness.
Basically, only good things can
come from washing your hands.
For something that kids learn
to do in kindergarten, the washing
of hands occurs not at all often
enough in the Upper School.
Although Global Handwashing
Day was October 15, we still
have the chance to turn things
around. From now on, I encourage everyone to bother their

photo by M. Gold ‘10

friends about washing their hands.
You can also stare awkwardly
at someone if they walk out of
the bathroom without going near
the sink; that will at least make
them feel bad about themselves.
The one thing that you can ultimately control is yourself. Start
good hand-washing habits and
others will follow. And if you
ever wondered why I don’t like
to shake hands, now you know.
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Ignoring diversity of opinion in election frenzy
by Daniel Tsemach ‘10
“Diversity is fundamental to how we
teach and to why we teach: our goal
is to deepen and to broaden students’
understanding about the world. There
is no better way to accomplish this than
to encourage discussion and exchange
of ideas in a community like ours, filled
with many differing opinions, backgrounds, ideologies, and experiences.”

T

his statement is featured in the
Park School website under a
section titled “Our Commitment to Diversity.” The statement has
evident moral significance but beneath
the philosophical value, lays an unsettling
inconsistency that was apparent during the
recent presidential campaign. The past
three months proved that Park might not deserve its “open” and “tolerant” reputation.
The campaign shed light on a par-

ticularly unsettling issue that plagues voice, and far too comfortable with the fact
our community. From the faculty to the that their opinion was fully supported by
student body, it is apparent that Park has the higher authority (teachers). This was
a liberal majority, and most had a devout happening so much so that the conservainterest in the election. The faculty en- tive point of view became not only wrong,
it wasn’t even worth
couraged the students
an argument. Teachto share and argue
ers would make little
their opinion, as they
comments here and
should have. But the
there, at the beginning
almost unanimous
of class, or after a poopinion created a
litical assembly. They
perpetuating cycle of
would make a joke
sentiments supporting
or show a political
Obama and trashing
cartoon,that made a
McCain. As time
mockery of John Mcwent on it became
Cain or Sarah Palin
more permissible
(which is so easy and
for teachers to vofrequent, it loses all
calize their opinions,
photo by S. Shuldiner ‘09 its humor) and then
making our environment even less conducive to our they would drop the subject. They had no
quest “to deepen and to broaden stu- intention of inspiring a valuable political
dents’ understanding about the world.” discussion; they only wanted to entertain
The student body became progressively the class, comforted by the false assumpintolerant of the endangered conservative tion that they all shared the same opinion.

But the inability to recognize the fact that
there might indeed be a Republican in the
room poses a serious problem. Teachers
set an example for us students, and when
we see them acting in a manner consistent with our own, we assume it is totally
acceptable. I don’t mean to say that all
teachers acted this way, or even that some
of them acted this way all the time. Only
that there was a mutual misunderstanding
between both the student body and the faculty that emanated from the fact that one
side was heavily outnumbered by the other.
This is easily preventable. Park was
founded with a clear philosophy based
on the respect for others and the desire to
learn. Our school instills in its students
valuable morals that further guarantee
their success in life. The moral values
described in The Park School Philosophy
are essential to our education. And clarifying their importance and relevance to our
everyday experience will ensure that we
do not experience the extreme hostility and
intolerance revealed by the past election.

Majority party requires full accountability
by Jesse Orr ‘11
George Bush has been my
president ever since second
grade. I can’t ever remember
anything Clinton did as president;
I have some vague recollections
about Florida and a long election as well. Republicans had
near-total control of the government for six out of the past eight
years. While the Democrats
swept through Congress in ’06,
they weren’t able to do much
due to vetoes and filibusters.
Now, for the first time any of us
can remember, Democrats will
control the whole government.
The past eight years have been
one big disaster, both at home
and abroad. We’re stuck in two
wars overseas, our economy is
crashing and our government
has shown that its about as competent as Sri Lanka’s when it
comes to disaster relief. We
blamed all of it on George Bush
and his GOP cronies, even the
housing bubble and economic
downturn, something nobody
was expecting or prepared for.
Why was the Bush presidency
such as failure? Barring Katrina,
which was sheer incompetence,
the failures come from lack of
oversight and neglect to pay
attention. In addition, those
who saw the problems had no

(Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel/MCT)

viable solutions; withdrawing
from Iraq was never a good
idea – the Democrats never had
any real economic plans either.
While in power, the Democrats
didn’t foresee the collapse of the
stock market, even now nobody
knows what to do with the bailout
money. We cannot allow this to
happen to Barack Obama, letting
him run free without oversight or
accountability is a road to disaster
both nationally and politically.
Although Democrats can’t
complain, the media did go

easy on Barack Obama. Here
at Park, we also went easy on
him. Despite our claims to be
open-minded and critical thinkers, we chose the easy comfort
of self-assured liberalism than
that the difficult path of rational
discourse. This might have been
excusable; after eight years of
Bush any Democrat had to be better. Yet, we hurt our viewpoints
and ourselves by living in a bubble. In the coming months and
years, we must watch Washington and keep them accountable.

History shows us that when
nobody pays attention, the worst
elements of politicians come out.
Now that Obama has won, we
have to keep watching to keep
the Democrats honest. When we
close our eyes, all sorts of wasteful
subsidies are set up and congressmen give money to their favorite
industries, be they oil, agriculture, or all-of-the-above (think
Dick Cheney and Halliburton).
This is not unique to Republicans; Democrats can become
corrupt if we let them do what

they please without watching.
One of the items the Republicans fear the Democrats want to
pass is the inaccurately named
“fairness doctrine.” This policy
would require radio stations to
give equal time to liberals and
conservatives. The government
shouldn’t get involved in deciding what political views one can
say on the radio, and the idea
that some politicians in Washington would decide what is
“liberal” and what is “conservative” is simply insane. The web
of regulations would clearly be
designed to take away the power
of right-wing radio, not to support any sort of impartial news.
Furthermore, if the Democrats
wanted real objectivity, they
would take aim at both the left
and the right – at least they’d
note that they disliked organizations biased towards them. The
path to success will involve
moderation and bipartisanship.
We must hold the Democrats
accountable; if not the liberal
ascendancy will end soon. Every time you talk politics in your
class, be skeptical. If your teacher is being one-sided, push him
to challenge his views. Teachers
should do the same to liberal students. In a time of crisis, we can’t
afford to be a giant echo chamber. Our nation depends on it.
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California’s electorate makes disappointing choice
by Andrew Barry ‘11
On November 5, after a
tumultuous campaign, the expenditure of over $70 million
and the struggle of thousands, a
small majority of California voters marked their ballots in favor
of Proposition Eight, overturning a recent California Supreme
Court decision that recognized
same-sex marriage as an essential right and amending the state
Constitution to define marriage
as the union between a man and
a woman.
In the wake of this, protests
and boycotts erupted across
the state. Such action is justified. The freedom of every
consenting adult to marry the
person they love should be
guaranteed, and the ratification
of Proposition Eight promotes
discrimination and bigotry.
Equal protection under the law
is the basis of American society,
and the California Constitution
should guarantee equal rights
and liberties to all citizens. Opposition to gay marriage in
California is representative of
the nation’s overall attitude,
with most hostility directed towards same-sex marriage being
merely ridiculous or archaic.
One notable argument in support of Proposition Eight is that
it is crucial to preserve the core
values of traditional marriage.
Yet, there is nothing inherently virtuous in matrimonial
tradition. Arranged marriages
without consent and the denial
of mixed-race marriages were
once not uncommon practices

(Autumn Cruz/Sacramento Bee/MCT)

Kelly McAllister, left, and her wife, Marci Burba, both of Sacramento, attend a gay rights rally protesting the passage of California’s Proposition 8 at Cesar Chavez park on Saturday, November 13, 2008, in Sacramento, California.

in American society, but these
are no longer considered acceptable. While much can be
gained from customs, a conviction is not intrinsically moral
simply because it is a tradition.
Marriage was intended to be an
extraordinary testament of love,
and still holds a unique place
in modern life; however, with
nearly a 50 percent divorce rate
in the United States, the notion
that gay people will desecrate
the “sacred institution” of marriage is absurd.
But the true focus of Proposition Eight proponents was the

supposed effect gay marriage
had on America’s precious children. They worry that children
will be taught in public school
that same-sex marriage is the
same as traditional marriage.
And it is. Both are different
types of marriage, and equally
valid. The belief that gay and
lesbian couples cannot be in
a committed, happy marriage
equal to that of straight couples
simply promotes ignorance.
This view goes even further.
Protect Marriage, a coalition
against gay marriage and a key
supporter of Proposition Eight,

paid for a TV ad featuring Robb
and Robin Wirthlin, a couple
from Massachusetts, speaking
about how shocked they were to
find that the concept of gay marriage was being taught in their
son’s school. Robin appears to
be in utter shock as she says,
“After Massachusetts legalized
gay marriage, our son came
home and told us that the school
taught him boys can marry other
boys.” Yes Robin, in the state
you reside in, men can marry
each other, and ignoring this
in education would be akin to
overlook teaching about any-

thing else that exists – evolution
perhaps?
Supporters of Proposition
Eight are toying with people’s
fears. Who wouldn’t want to
protect our children or a venerable institution? But gay
marriage doesn’t damage these
things. Regardless of some
uneasiness with homosexuality,
everyone should realize that denying a specific group of people
is wrong. Making someone a
second-class citizen is wrong.
And this is exactly what makes
the choice of Californian voters
so incredibly disappointing.

Slots were originally proposed
as a means to raise money for
the Maryland State Government
without raising taxes; unfortunately, our sales tax was increased
by 20 percent in January. Slots
were then justified as a method to
raise money for our failing public
schools. It was said that Marylanders were traveling to West
Virginia and using its slot machines, giving our money away.
This sounds bad on TV ads, but
since West Virginia is one of the
poorest states in the country, it
needs the money more than we do.
In addition, the money raised
from slots goes into the general

fund and not directly to schools.
In states that have slots, the
majority of people using the machines are poor; they don’t need
to be wasting their money on
slots. Furthermore, the location
of the slot machines targets lower
income families; I assure you
there will be no machines placed
in Roland Park or Hunt Valley.
When former Governor Ehrlich first proposed slots, the
idea was met with opposition.
Democrats across the state called
the Governor immoral, greedy,
radical and downright stupid;
however, O’Malley’s proposal
is not much different. In fact,

Ehrlich’s was better because it
did not follow a tax increase. We
all admit that our schools need
help, but the sales tax increase
was supposed to solve that problem. The slots issue has brought
up a sad truth; our government
will never have enough money.
Throwing money at schools
doesn’t solve their problems. For
instance, the DC school system
gets the third most money per
student in the country. Yet, they
have the one of the worst school
systems in the country. Here is
an example of throwing money at
a school without results. We cannot allow Maryland to become

another statistic warning others of
the consequences resulting from
throwing money at a problem rather than addressing the root causes.
I admire the Park community for its consistent
opposition to the slots proposal.
Unfortunately, the rest of the
State did not follow our example.
Why did Question Two pass
when a Democrat proposed it
instead of a Republican? People
who did not support the issue
back in Ehrlich’s term should
have voted no on November 4.
In future elections, I urge you all
to vote based on personal opinion rather than party affiliation.

Democrats resurrect a bad idea: Slots

by Adam Kelmenson ‘11
For the past three years, Mt.
Washington streets were lined
with signs reading “Another family against slots.” On November
5, they were disappointed to
find that Question Two on the
Maryland ballot (slots) passed
with 59 percent of the vote.
The issue has not come up
in recent political conversation because Marylanders are
distracted by Obama’s victory.
While I acknowledge the historical relevance of the presidential
election, its time to move on and
discuss an issue closer to home.
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A segregated celebration

photo by J. Patterson ‘10

by D’Andre Winder ‘09
Change has been on the lips of the
masses, and for the first time, America has
elected an African-American President.
Mere decades ago, blacks were fighting
for the right to vote, and now, come January, a black man will be the President of
the United States. This fact has weighed
heavily on everyone’s minds, but is it
a show of progress that Barack Obama
has been elected president? Through-

out this campaign, I was given the hope
that if Obama were to be elected, a new
age of unity would be ushered in and it
would not only be a huge step toward
racial equality, but also for the good of
our nation as a whole. I now feel that
the promise has been broken, and that
the hope I had for a unified nation will
not be fulfilled in Obama’s term in office.
During the announcement of the election results, there was a celebration
amongst the majority. However, it is now
clear to me that there were two different
celebrations occurring simultaneously. One
group was celebrating the end of the Bush
administration and the beginning of what
many believe to be sincere change. The
other group was celebrating a colossal leap
forward for the black race. They celebrated
while a man evoked the words of Martin
Luther King Jr. preaching that America
should come together regardless of race.
Many celebrated that young black children
could now see that they could accomplish
anything, even become president. But,
what looked like a unified celebration was

clearly segregated to my eyes. One group
was the Obama supporters who firmly
believed in his aspirations and campaign
promises, and the other group viewed his
victory in the election as a victory for the
black race. I, too, see the importance and
what it means to the black community that
we now have a black president, but the
reaction to the election only extends the
Presidential club to white and blacks only.
How is this a step towards equality
when there are shades of beige, tan, and
brown in between the black and white?
The media, the black community, and
liberals in general should be critical of the
kind of message they’re sending. If racial
equality is the larger goal, then why is
Obama allowed to be claimed solely by the
black community? This should be a victory for all minorities, but instead, we’re
pigeon-holing it. Do we want to send the
message that you have to be in this country for a few centuries before you can be
counted? If we continue the way we are
now, there may be more black presidents,
but in my opinion, we shouldn’t stop there.

to 2316 West North Avenue. Instead of
the busy office building I expected to see,
I found a dilapidated row house where
no one was home. I walked around to the
side yard, and, through a basement doorway, I could see three black men sitting
on a ratty sofa next to a broken-legged
table, under a dangling, shadeless light
fixture. I knocked and asked, “Where can
I find the Congress of Racial Equality?”
and one of the men said…. ”This is it.”
…As we hatched protests against
segregation around the state, we were
fired from jobs, arrested repeatedly,
beaten to bloody pulps, disowned by
friends and family, and regularly threatened with death at knife and gun point.
We could not know whether we
would be successful in the battle, or
even if we would come out of it alive,
but we were sustained by the knowledge
that if, in the future, someone asked,
“Where were you?” when the fight for
black rights and American idealism

was fought, we were on the front lines.
And we won. Congress and the Maryland legislature eventually banned all
forms of segregation in public life. Nevertheless not one of us in that tiny group
of activists expected THIS day to come
in our lifetimes, or ever. Maybe we
could force America to sell hamburgers
to people, regardless of race, but it was
literally unthinkable that America would
choose a black man to be president.
…Today you get …a chance to write
down, so you’ll always remember it,
one of the great redemptive moments
of American history: where were you
when the election to the presidency of
Barack Hussein Obama was announced
- the moment we in the civil rights
movement thought could never happen.
Martin Luther King used to say that he
got damned sick and tired of saving white
people’s souls. Today he’d be overjoyed to
learn that black people and white people
joined together to reassert America’s soul.
This is not a moment about politics, about Democrats and Republicans,
about liberals and conservatives. It’s
not just about the success of Barack
Obama. We have driven a dagger into
the hopelessness of racial hatred, racial division and racial pessimism.
To d a y I a m n o t a D e m o c r a t .
I am not old and cynical. I am not a
white man. Today I am an American.
After 50 years of opposition to much
of what my country has done, this is the
happiest public moment of my life, when,
for a day, we are free at last, one nation
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Today, I am an American
by John Roemer, History

When I was growing up in the ‘40s
and ‘50s, America was perhaps at the
peak of its optimistic national idealism…
We had conquered the Great Depression
without abandoning democracy; in WWII
we had beaten the most powerful force of
evil ever unleashed upon the earth; and
we were creating a middle class society
whose wealth was the envy of the world.
And I was a fiercely proud, patriotic, flagwaving Republican all the way through
junior high, high school and college.
But…there were no black children in
my elementary schools, or in my junior
high school, or at Towson High School, or
in my Ivy League university. There were no
black people in my Rodgers Forge neighborhood or in any of the churches which
my parents forced me to attend, or, actually, anywhere in almost all of Baltimore
County, where racial segregation made it
virtually impossible for any black person
to move across the city line into the county.
There were no black heads of major
corporations, or black governors, or black
Senators and almost no black mayors
or black Congressional representatives
or state legislators. In Maryland there
weren’t even black clerks serving people
in white businesses; if there were any
black employees in those places, they
were kept in the kitchen or the basement.
So when I returned to Baltimore from
graduate school, virtually the first thing I
did was to go to the Afro-American Newspaper’s offices and ask: “Where can I find
the civil rights movement?” They sent me

photo by A. Patel ‘08

photo by S. Shuldiner ‘09

Anything
is possible
by Bradley Williams ‘09
Right now my family along with
about 20 friends is upstairs singing and
dancing to “Signed, Sealed, Delivered”
by Stevie Wonder. When we heard that
Barack will be president there was a
burst of laughter, cheering, and tears that
I can’t even begin to describe. I even
shed a tear or two of happiness at the
thought of a black president. I am so happy that I can look into my nephews’ eyes
and tell them that they can be anything
they want, and honestly mean it. More
importantly, I can look myself in the mirror, and tell myself I can do ANYTHING
and believe in that with all of my heart.
It wasn’t but a few decades ago
that Martin Luther King Jr., one of
the greatest civil rights leaders ever,
was assassinated. Today, we have a
black president. This day is the beginning of a new era in American
history. When people look back on
the period of civil rights, the timeline
will start with freed slaves and share
croppers, and end with Barack Obama.
I can honestly say I am proud to be
an American, because this is the first
time I have felt 100 percent American
since I was born. Even now I can feel
myself holding back the tears of joy.
I am a black male in America, and for
the first time, I am in control of this
country. For the first time I can look into
the white house and see myself. For the
first time I can look into the white house
and see family values similar to my
own. For the first time I can look into
the white house, and see black. This is
about so much more than the presidency;
this is about hope, change, dreams,
dreams that have become reality, and
last but not least, this is about history.
Anything is possible.
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Choosing activities, or not, during X
by Isabelle Schein ‘11
Most of the articles that
you’ve read in this publication
report on student participation
in X-block activities. It is worth
noting, however, that some
students aren’t part of any activities. Their reasons vary: some
choose to use X-blocks to hang
out with their friends; some
choose to use the time to catch
up on homework or do it for
the next class; and others just
find a quiet corner to take a nap.
Senior Andrew Keiser is one
example of a student who uses
his X-blocks for things other
than clubs. Over the past four
years, he has attended three
different clubs but has only
joined one as a full member.
His only club is Community
Support (CSS) for which he had
near perfect attendance last year.
Keiser also confesses to have
attended only once this year,
and explained his lack of club
participation: “There is nothing
being offered that I am interested
in or that I could have pursued.”
This year, as a senior, he has
the privilege of going off campus during any X-block block.
“I like to use [free blocks] to
go out to lunch with my friends,
Subway in particular. Also,
Starbucks is especially great
when it’s cold out,” he said.
Seniors aren’t the only ones
who spend their X-Blocks out-

photo by J. Patterson ‘10

During some X-blocks, students spend time eating lunch or socializing in the US Commons.

side of clubs. Sophomores Casey
Goldman and Jarrod Miller do
not take part in any activities. “I
do homework sometimes, and eat,
and I chill in the commons and
that’s pretty much it,” said Miller.
Goldman appreciates the
liberty afforded him by the Xblock system. “The freedom to
choose to do what you want to
do is really satisfying,” he said.
“It changes depending on the
day, but you can do homework
on some days or not. X-block
is also a good time to play
sports if you’re really bored.”

Although they aren’t involved
with any activities now, they’re
thinking of joining some clubs
in the future. “I’m going to
do clubs once I get settled in
my classes,” said Goldman. “I
did clubs last year, but quit.”
Some people use the time productively to do work they don’t
have time to do after school.
Sophomore Danielle Katz dances
almost every day after school
for several hours, so she uses
her free blocks to catch up on
all her work. “I might possibly
join some clubs once I get more

time. At the moment I have the
Nutcracker going on and pretty
much no free time,” said Katz.
While some are free every
X, there are others who have
trouble finding time to get lunch.
Students like Daniel McGill
’10, who is involved with four
different clubs, sometimes wish
they weren’t involved with so
much. “I’m in beekeeping, the
Arctic club, CCCP, and Habitat,
so I sometimes feel the lure of
skipping them to do homework,”
said McGill. “But I don’t mind it
so much because I’m interested

in a lot of things and a lot of my
friends are involved,” he said.
But McGill doesn’t bear any
ill will to those who aren’t involved with so many clubs. “I
think that they’re missing out on
a big part of Park’s high school,”
he said. “But I can see where
they’re coming from. It’s smart
to get work done, especially if
they have sports after school.”
Colleges, however, use a
student’s extra curriculars as a
means for assessment, so some
students feel pressured into doing X-Bock activities. “A lot of
people join clubs just for résumé
building which is really stupid,”
said Keiser. “Colleges like to see
that you’ve done activities, but
I’d rather have my free time to
do homework,” he said. “I’m a
full time student, that’s my job.”
Goldman shares this opinion, “[Colleges expecting club
participation] worries me, but
I’m happy with my grades so I
don’t worry about it too much.”
When the school set up
its current block system, the
administration expected
X-blocks to be used for extracurricular activities, but some
students see that time as an extension of the Park philosophy.
“I like our schedule, because of the freedom it gives
us. The beauty of Park is that it
teaches you time management.
You should have the freedom to
not be in the clubs that you’re
not interested in,” said Keiser.

Arctic Club mixes science and travel
by Sara Lever ‘09
What would you do for a
Klondike bar? This is what Arctic club members asked while
advertising their ice cream sale.
With an enthusiastic new group
of X-block members and some
veterans, the club is looking
forward to a fun and productive year leading up to their
trip to the Arctic this summer.
Science teacher Julie Rogers,
along with Senior Lyn Meyerhoff and Junior Josh Naiman,
lead the club. “The point of the
club,” said Naiman, “is to do
research and have an out-ofclassroom scientific experience.”
In the past, the club has

consisted of weekly X-block
meetings where students prepare for the Arctic trip. In the
Arctic, the group conducts research regarding the correlation
between vegetation and the top
layer of soil, the active layer.

photo by L. Meyerhoff ‘09

Polar bears are a common
sight in Churchill, Manitoba.

“The experiment results
have been particularly interesting and significant because
of the continuously chang-

ing climate,” said Meyerhoff.
This year, however, the group
is going above and beyond due
to the higher level of interest from the freshmen class.
While the underclassmen have
been eager to begin fundraising for next summer’s trip to
Churchill, Manitoba, Canada,
Meyerhoff and Naiman are
preparing for a conference in
Quebec, “Arctic Change 2008,”
taking place December 9-12.
Following their experiences
and research last summer, Meyerhoff and Naiman compiled a
scientific poster and paper presenting their material. In Quebec,
they will share the information
with scientists and professionals in the field. Later this year,

the club leaders hope to attend a
similar conference in Winnipeg.
Fundraising is a big part of
the project this year. With such
an eager group, it is important
that all interested members have
the same experience others have
had in the past performing real
scientific experiments in the Arctic; therefore, the club is trying to
raise enough money so that the
trip will be at minimal or no costs.
This year during X-block,
the group is planning procedural
deatails well ahead of their expedition and getting acquainted
with the specialized tools and
equipment so they can start conducting research upon arrival.
Also on the rise is an on campus study investigating how

damming the Moores’ Branch
Stream to fill the quarry has affected the surrounding water
quality, plants, and animal life.
“I am really excited about
the stream project,” added
freshmen member Justin Long.
“We will get an opportunity
to familiarize ourselves with
Park’s local plant animal life.”
There is no doubt that there
is a lot going on in Arctic club
this year; club leaders and members encourage Upper School
students to stop by a meeting
to learn more about it. “Arctic club is so much fun,” said
Alex Marion `12. “The people
are great, the science aspect is
neat, and at the end of the summer we get to go to the Arctic.”
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Casual Niwana offers Asian Cuisine
by Isabelle Schein ‘11
Niwana is a great place to check
out if you’re in the mood for Asian
food. The restaurant provides you
with a reasonably priced meal and a
causal atmosphere to enjoy it in.
The food at Niwana’s is very good. My
usual order is Mandu Guk soup, which
is made from beef dumplings with scallions in a savory beef broth, served to you
in a cute bowl with a traditional Asian
soup spoon. Another favorite is the Chap
Chae, which consists of zucchini, cooked
onions, carrots, spinach, shitake mushrooms, and beef cooked with transparent
noodles. The Chap Chae has a sweet and
savory taste, and although filling, doesn’t
leave you feeling stuffed. Also worth
trying is their sushi, my favorite being
the shrimp tempura roll. Just add a bit of
ginger and wasabi and the roll is perfect.
On the menu you can choose from a
large and varied selection of Japanese and
Korean cuisine. They have meat dishes,

vegetarian dishes, sushi platters, and noodle
dishes along with many appetizers to select
from. And if you’re still hungry after your
meal, be sure to try one of their unusual ice
cream dishes such as ginger or red bean.
Since Niwana is located so close to
the dormitories of Johns Hopkins University, most of the restaurant’s customers
are groups of college students out for a
quick meal. Inside the restaurant, you’ll
walk by the sushi bar where a couple
of regulars drink beers and watch some
sports game on the TV. In the back however, there are mirrored walls that make
the space look larger, and various tables
with either benches or chairs. The casual
placement of everything gives the eating
experience a very laid back feel. And the
non-Asian, but classical European music
sounding through the speakers adds to the
atmosphere a feeling that anything goes.
The waiters, who are usually college students, are friendly and helpful. They serve
you your food and then back away, leaving

you to enjoy your meal in peace instead
of checking in with you a million times.
The service is fast, and you don’t have to
worry about communication problems.

Niwana’s is a great place if you and
your friends want to enjoy a quick and
quiet meal, just as long as it’s not on
a weekend night when there’s a line

Photo by M. Gold ‘10

Niwana is located on 3. E 33rd St in Baltimore, near Johns Hopkins University

Hathaway shines in Rachel Getting Married
by Ellie Kahn ‘12
Family. When I hear this word, weddings instantly come to my mind, whether
it be the stressful type with the endless
courses of food while squished between
two large elderly female relatives, or the
kind where you find yourself having a
surprisingly good time while chatting
frivolously with cousins. We’ve all been
to weddings and seen the movies, but no
matter what type of wedding weekend
you have had, I can assure you that it
will be nothing like Rachel Buchman’s.
Rachel Getting Married shines the
spotlight on Rachel’s sister Kym (Anne
Hathaway) who is addicted to every
possible drug, and is currently in a rehabilitation program to help turn her
life around. Released for the weekend of her sister’s wedding, she finds
herself back at the large flourishing
home where all of her misery began.
As the wedding is set up, Kym attempts
to patch up all of the wounds she had cut
into her family and friends. However she
ends up with one black eye, an awkwardly
inappropriate rehearsal dinner speech, a
car crash, an ill-fitting Sari, many fights,
and numerous empty packs of cigarettes.
As Kym fights for her place in her family with a somewhat toxically gripping
prayer for attention, she also reveals a
distressed confessional enthusiasm that
finally is recognized by her sister Rachel
(Rosemarie DeWitt) as a cry for help.
Directed by Oscar winner, Jonathan
Demme, Rachel Getting Married was

filmed by handheld cameras and appeared
to be somewhat like a home movie, with
the realistically awkward scenes of dinner with the Buchmans and the lovely
African-American family of Rachel’s
fiancé Sydney. What I appreciated about
this movie was that it was real. The source
of the realness other than the gritty camera
footage and the long, accurately depicted

someone. “Hello, I’m Shiva the Destroyer
and your harbinger of doom for the evening,” says Kym starting a toast to Rachel
and Sydney at their rehearsal dinner. This
was definitely a refreshing breakthrough
for Hathaway as an actress. Rachel Getting Married shines a new light on the
roles she has taken on in the past. Not
only is Hathaway outstanding as Kym, but

photo courtesy http://www.imdb.com

Rachel Getting Married, directed by Johnathan Demme, stars Anne Hathaway
and Rosemarie DeWitt. The movie opened on October 31st.

scenes, were the actors. Anne Hathaway,
who we all know from chick flicks like
The Devil Wears Prada and The Princess
Diaries, was outstanding as a rough cut,
smoky hurricane. Hathaway with those
chary eyes, uneven straight haircut, and
full lips surfaces pain like I have never
seen before. Kym isn’t the usual junkie
we all feel sympathy for; she is a sharp
edged girl trying as hard as possible to be

Rosemarie DeWitt as Rachel, is equally as
believable. Although she is more together
and grounded, the audience takes a deep
trip into the character of Rachel and notices evidence of Kym and her somewhat
messed up childhood. As the tangled up
problems shared between the two sisters
continue to intertwine, the relationship
between them, their dedicated father and
stepmother, and their vaguely distant

mother start to take on new problems before they even come close to resolutions.
Although there was much authenticity
in Rachel Getting Married, this movie was
also unique. The weekend was filled with
talented musicians, Polynesian belly dancers, record spinners, violin players, and
much other entertainment, rarely found at
weddings. The aspect of two races coming
together without being mentioned also really sparked my attention. Never have I seen
a movie with interracial marriage without
the talk of skin color being mentioned at
all. In this movie, it felt so great to ignore
all of the stereotypes and assumptions
brought up in almost every other movie.
This seemingly unprocessed movie is
not for everyone. There were lengths of
Rachel Getting Married that made me
feel fidgety and aggravated, itching to get
away from the antagonistic, dense traits of
these characters, but just when I felt on the
edge of lobbing my popcorn at the screen,
Demme releases the feeling of sympathy
and reminds us that this family is in pain.
This movie is not a marshmallow topped
hot chocolate, but more a strong black
espresso. It sends a bitter message of what
it means to be a family and cultivates a
new movie viewing mindset. Although this
movie was very dark at times, don’t think
that it didn’t leave me feeling good. The
hug shared between Kym, Rachel, Sydney,
and a friend towards the end of the movie
was powerful and relieving. Rachel Getting
Married is a force, it is a curtain of uniqueness, and it is a movie that is worth seeing.
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The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

Top left photo by J. Patterson ‘10. All others by Shannon Bishop

The Wizard of Oz boasts a large cast of Upper School students, and a number of fourth and fifth graders playing Munchkins and Flying Monkeys.

Upper School mounts exceptional production
by Ellie Kahn ‘12
On a cold Thursday night, I watched
as families, parents, and teenagers filled
the Meyerhoff Theater. A low chatter was
heard, but immediately died down as the
lights started to dim and the orchestra
began to play. Everyone had awaited
this year’s Upper School musical, The
Wizard of Oz, (directed by Peter King;
muiscal direction by Adele Dinerstein)
and the excitement could be felt throughout the theater. I had been extremely
energized to see this production because
like many, I have seen the movie literally a hundred times, and wanted more.
As many would tell it, The Wizard of
Oz, written by L. Frank Baum (1900) is
the tale of a Kansas country girl, Dorothy, who travels through a surreal dream
in the magical land of Oz. As she meets
many different characters along the way,
she faces adversity while trying to help
out those around her and struggles return-

ing back to Kansas. From her adventures
she realizes “there’s no place like home.”
As I sat back in my chair, I wondered
how Park’s version of this classic story
would differ from the movie and other productions. I was surprised to notice that it
was extremely true to the original production; there were no plot twists or sarcastic
lines added for complexity. I loved not
having all of that for this play. The Wizard
of Oz is meant to be light, innocent and a
lot of fun to watch, and it definitely was
exceptional. Entertaining touches such as
the wonderful costumes under the direction
of Pam Bennett were exceptional, such as
the double-sided cloaks—red poppies on
one side and then flipped over to reveal
white for snow—as well as the costumes
worn by Dorothy and her companions.
Another exceptional addition was
the special effects, such as Glinda’s descending bubble, the computerized flying
monkeys, the witch melting into the floor,
the whirling tornado, and the face of the

wizard and others projected onto a screen.
The best addition was the fourth and fifth
graders who played the role of munchkins,
flying monkeys, and even foliage in some
scenes. This represented how well the Park
community can come together and produce
a great show. I was very much impressed
with their maturity, being vital parts in
creating the wonderful performance by
singing, dancing, and working with the
older students. It is rare that schools will
even consider the younger students for a
serious musical, but this turned out great!
It is always so exciting to see who is
going to be in the musical and what the
year’s group of actors has to share. This
year had an exceptionally strong group;
The Wizard of Oz starred Lisa Brown
‘09, who was an outstandingly believable
Dorothy, not to mention her three companions, The Scare Crow (Zeke Kelley ‘10),
The Tin Man (Jeremy Johnston ‘10), and
The Lion (Ben Redgrave ‘10), who also
demonstrated their talents marvelously.

And the actors were not the only ones
to have a tremendous impact on the show:
the wonderful orchestra under Musical Director Adele Dinerstein, choreography by
Lester Holmes, a spectacular set designed
by John Trout, the never failing tech crew,
and all of the other people who we don’t
see on stage really helped make the play
magnificent. So much work goes into a
production that sometimes we fail to notice
how complicated everything actually is.
I wasn’t sure if putting on a classic that many have seen several times
would turn out well, but once again
director Peter King made it work.
There will be three more performances
of The Wizard of Oz: Friday, December
5 at 8pm, and Saturday, December 6 at
2pm and 8pm. Plan to attend the same
day of the week and time performance
as is stated on your ticket. If you are unable to do so and need to exchange for
a different performance, please contact
Peter King at pking@parkschool.net.
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Gears of War 2: a must-have for all Xbox 360 owners
by Avery Gerald ‘10
In late 2006, thanks to its incredible
graphics, innovative cover system, and
entertaining game play, Gears of War
became one of the Xbox 360’s crowned
jewels. Gears of War 2 is able to keep all
of the solid features from the original and
introduce a plethora of new weapons, enemies, and environments to the franchise.
The story picks up six months from
where its predecessor left off. The light
mass bomb (an extremely powerful bomb)
that detonated deep inside of the locust
tunnels was unsuccessful, leaving the
locust crippled, but not finished. They
have recovered and are stronger than ever,
now accompanied with a force that allows
them to sink entire cities deep into the
ground of Sera (their planet). Humanity
is now cornered into its last safe haven,
The City of Jacinto. Marcus, Dom and
the other surviving members of delta
squad are back with new teammates, and
are left with only one remaining option;
to take the fight deep underground and
hopefully stop the locusts once and for all.
Unlike the original Gears of War, where
the story mode was overshadowed by the
extremely entertaining multiplayer, the
story of Gears of War 2 is a major highlight of the game. The developer, Cliff
Bleszinski, and the rest of Epic games
aspired to strengthen the story of Gears of
War 2. Everything is bigger, badder, and
much more chaotic. Monsters that seemed
gigantic in the original Gears of War
seem like tiny obstacles, in comparison

to the enemies faced In Gears of War 2.
Several of the flaws of Gears of War
were fixed in the sequel. An array of new
weapons has been added. A short-range,
yet extremely devastating flamethrower,
appropriately named “The Scorcher”

Photo courtesy of http://ign.com

Gears of War 2, which came out
November 7, is a major contender for
Game of the Year.

has been thrown into the game, along
with many soon to be favorites including a Gatling gun, a mortar gun, the
Gorgon pistol, and a new ink grenade.
The revival system has also been
changed quite a bit. Now when you are
downed, instead of waiting helplessly in
one spot for either a teammate to come

help you or a foe to destroy you, you are
able to tap A and the directional pad to
move at an extremely slow pace. This
not only provides a way to avoid being hit
in the crossfire of another firefight while
you are down, but can provide many
truly exhilarating moments, when you
are racing to your teammates to avoid the
embarrassing moment of brutal execution.
There are also new ways to deal with a
downed enemy that provide a moment of
gratification like none other. The classic
curb stomp is still an extremely effective
way to rid the battlefield of a helpless
downed enemy; however, there are new
ways to embarrass an enemy. Nothing
compares to grabbing your pistol, and
brutally bashing your enemy to death, or
cracking your foe in half with a single blow
of the sniper rifle to the back, or if nothing
else seems gratifying enough you can put
your weapon away and simply punch the
face off of the enemy with your bare fists.
The multiplayer has been changed
considerably as well. Perhaps the most
significant change would be the switch
from four vs. four game play to five vs.
five. This alone is able to completely
change the feel of the multiplayer; however the addition of four new game modes
provides the player with plenty to do after
the story has been completed. Horde mode
is a welcomed addition to the game, where
you fight wave upon wave of locusts that
grow increasingly stronger with up to
five of your friends. Also, there is now
the ability to play with nine other bots,
providing an excellent chance for the less

experienced player to practice. A party
system has been added, so you and your
friends can team up, and prove yourself
to the rest of the online community.
Also, there is a new ranking system,
which though is a great idea, proves to be
the game’s biggest problem. The ranking
system is supposed to give each player a
ranking, depending on the skill level of
that player, and allow that player to play
only with people of a similar skill level.
In theory, this is a great addition because
it prevents the worse players from getting dominated, and provides the better
players with more of a challenge; however this ends up ruining the matchmaking
system. When Gears of War 2 was first
released, it could take ridiculous amounts
of time to finally get into an online match.
Though epic games did come out with a
patch that cut down these times, it did not
completely fix the problem. The waits
are shorter (about 3 – 10 minutes) , but
they are still too long, and end up taking
away from the overall quality of the game
With all things considered, Gears of
War 2 has made great leaps in the third
person shooter genre. It provides a satisfying game play experience, and is a
major contender for game of the year.
Its graphics are unrivaled by any other
game on the Xbox 360, the game play
is extremely satisfying, and the story is
full of twists and turns that will blow you
away. Gears of War 2 is an action packed
shooter that is a must buy for any Xbox
360 owner, and will ultimately steal hours
from the lives of gamers everywhere.

T.I. leaves a Paper Trail NBC imports another hit
by Michael Gold ‘10

by Bradley Williams ‘09
Over the past year, Clifford “T.I.P.” Harris has been in the news for all the wrong
reasons. On October 13, 2007 T.I. was
arrested and charged with two felonies:
possession of three unregistered machine
guns and two silencers, and possession of
firearms by a convicted felon. Amidst all
of this, T.I. still managed to release his
new album, Paper Trail, which was #1 on
Billboard 200 (a website that ranks CDs
by how many copies they sell) its debut
week. So far it has sold 568,000 copies.
Paper Trail is somewhat of a gem in a
rap market that is constantly flooded with
sub-par rappers, and poorly put together
projects. There are no standout tracks on
Paper Trail, but every track is solid. T.I.
manages to have fun on this album with
songs like “On Top of the World,” “Whatever You Like,” and “Swing Ya Rag.”
He balances these songs out with serious
songs such as “You Aint Missin Nothing,” “Dead and Gone,” and “Slideshow.”
Throughout the album T.I. does not
shy away from the fact that he is sup-

posed to do some jail time. Instead
he meets the issue head on. Instead of
glorifying his situation he tries to explain his side of the story. In “Ready for
Whatever” T.I. explains that “I’m dealing
with depression from my partner dying
next to me/ Think ‘cause no one’s arrested they coming for me eventually.”
T.I. is dealing with some serious business right now but he hasn’t become
any less of an MC. The album starts off
with the horn heavy “56 Bars,” then he
shows his unshakable swagger with “I’m
Illy.” He demonstrates his dominance
in “Whats Up Whats Haapnin,” and finally, shines with “Swagger Like Us.”
Overall Paper Trail is a good album. T.I.
doesn’t stray too far away from his Southern 808 origins, but that’s what he does
best. T.I.’s work continues to get better and
better with each album he releases and I’m
excited to hear what he has to say once he
comes back home. As he says himself in
“You Ain’t Missin Nothing,” “Learn and
visualize what you tryin’ to do/ And do the
time homeboy/ Don’t let the time do you.”

Seeking success following the hit TV
show The Office, NBC recently imported
another overseas show, this time from Australia. Kath and Kim, now on its seventh
episode, is a great show. It stars Molly
Shannon as Kath Day, a spandex-wearing,
40-something single mother recently

Photo courtesy of http://imdb.com

Kath and Kim airs at 8:30 on Thursday
nights.

engaged to Phil Knight (John Michael Higgins), the owner of a sandwich shop in the
mall. Kath’s daughter Kim (Selma Blair)

is in her twenties, but dresses and acts like
a teenager. Kim lives with her mom after
separating from her husband Craig (Mikey
Day), who works at an electronics store.
The show revolves around the two
relationships of the characters, with
Kim’s constantly immature, lazy and
dominating personality getting on Craig’s
nerves; and Kath and Phil’s love sometimes becoming too much for Kim.
Many episodes have also involved Kath’s
paranoia, whether it is of Phil having an
affair, or her daughter being a lesbian.
Kath and Kim is not for everyone: Phil’s
cheesy jokes, Kim’s vacant glare, or the
fact that most of the conflicts between
Kath and Kim are usually forgotten when
Kim mentions the latest celebrity gossip,
may all be turn offs for some. However,
I find them all very funny. Also, there
is no clear-cut main character. I don’t
find a problem in this, but others may.
If you want to start watching Kath
and Kim, you can see the previous
episodes on NBC.com, and start watching the new episodes, which air on
Thursdays at 8:30, before The Office.
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JV Girls’ Basketball squad
anticipates difficult practices
by Seth Gelblum ‘11
and Cody Tracey ‘11
With only two returning
players from the 2007-2008
championship team and seven
players total, the girls on the JV
basketball team knows they have
a lot of work to do to get ready for
the start of the 2008-2009 season.
“I think we have an opportunity to be back in the championship

game, but we’ll have to really
work to get back there,” said
Head Coach Bill Pace. Star
players include Rachel Shapiro
’10 and Jasmine Respass ‘11
who together played on last
year ’s championship squad.
Two freshmen, Maddi Wyda
and Hannah Himmelrich, both
of whom are veterans of middle school basketball, agreed
that this year’s team will do

well depending on how much
is put into each practice.
With a difficult season comes
difficult practices, “Apparently
that was the easiest practice we’re
going to have all season,” said
Himmelrich after their first practice. With an almost brand new
team, Coach Pace is looking to
start fresh and to establish a team
whose hard work will successfully
take them on the road to the ‘ship.

photo by E. Zenilman ‘09

Freshmen M. Wyda and H. Himmelrich run a one-on-one drill
in practice.

Squash expands with JV team
by Kayla Franze ‘11
and Chloe Shiras ‘11
Even though the Park squash
program has only been around
for three years, it has been a
prominent winter sport and increases its number of strong
players each year. The squash
team practices at a highly ranked
sports complex, the Meadow
Mill Athletic Club (MMAC), but
only on Tuesday and Thursday
nights and Friday afternoons.
The team begins the season
with new Head Coach Toby

Gordon who has years of experience coaching squash at Johns
Hopkins, along with Peter Hefferman, the head of the squash
program at MMAC. Numerous other Park parents have
also volunteered to help coach.
Juniors Andrew Duberg and
Drew Kaup are the captains, and
the team is hoping for a more
serious season to improve skills.
Gordon “expects to work on
fundamentals with new players
while returning players [will]
work on match strategy and
developing the complete game:
sportsmanship, strokes, strat-

egy and conditioning.”
The team will be confronted
with tough competition in the
MIAA squash league, but luckily they will have both a Varsity
team, comprised of all returning
players, and a JV squad for the
first time players. The team is
very confident and can’t wait
for an exciting and successful third season, “Though we
aren’t really that experienced,
a lot of us have been playing
[squash] outside of practice, and
we just have a team really eager
to play this year,” said Duberg.

Returning players pack JV Basketball team
photo by E. Rosenfeld ‘09

P. Middleton ‘12 passes the ball as C. Goldman ‘11 attempts
to block.

Fresh/Soph Basketball team
expects tough competition
by Drew Tildon ‘11
Last year, the Boys’ Fresh/
Soph Basketball team was
comprised of all freshmen, but
this year, there are both returning sophomores and incoming
freshmen. Head Coach Justin
McKnight is excited about the
group, and it is clear he views
the team as not only a major
competitor within the league,
but also as a group ready to learn
from each other. “Our biggest
competition will probably be
ourselves,” he said.
McKnight is optimistic, believing that this year’s team
will be able to win the championship. He “basically just

[hopes] that the guys learn how
to play basketball better than
they did when they started.”
The captains for the team
are Freshmen Michael Ginsburg, Chase McCain, and Drew
Goldfarb, and Sophomore Josh
Potash.The Fresh/Soph team
plays in B conference, unlike
the other Boys’ Basketball teams
which play in C conference.
Within the B conference, many
of the opposing teams are mostly
made up of sophomores, so the
competition should be tough.
The season looks promising though, and with the
tough competition, this year
will definitely be a learning experience for the players.

by Liz Pace ‘11 and
Andrew Patterson ‘11
Last year, the Boys’ JV Basketball team made it all the way
to the semi-finals after losing
only two games in the regular
season. All the players from
last year are retuning with the
exception of Seniors Jackson
Houbolt and Bradley Williams,

a n d J u n i o r Av e r y G e r a l d .
Although these three players were crucial to their success
last year, the sophomore class
is bringing great players to
the team. Sophomores Rodney Hill and Daniil Lyalko will
be two of the tallest members
of the squad this year. Also
coming up are Sophomores Brandon Keiser and Cody Tracey.
“We have very high expecta-

tions of this year’s team,” said
Head Coach Derrick Larkins. “We
are hoping for a spot in the playoffs, and maybe even the finals.”
This year, the Bruins are using
the same offensive strategies and
plays as Boys’ Varsity team, hoping for even better results than
their playoff run last year. Larkins also hopes that this season
will help ease the junior class’s
transition onto Varsity next year.

Girls’ Winter Soccer finds young recruits
by Baptiste Valdenaire
‘09 and Daniil Lyalko ‘11
This year’s Girls’ Varsity Indoor Soccer team has jumped
into its new beginning. After a
problematic first week, the team
recruited more players and finally has enough to field a team.
Head Coach Rob Piper, along
with Assistant Coach Nicole
Oidick ‘04, are looking to Senior
Captains Kayla Bruun and Lyn
Meyerhoff for strong leadership.

The team is mostly composed
of sophomores and freshmen,
many of whom have not played
soccer. “They need to learn the
basics like trapping and passing,
while the girls coming from a
season of outdoor are looking to
improve their one touches and
read of the game,” said Piper.
Indoor soccer is a very different game from outdoor. It
is fast paced with seven players on each side, and the ball
never goes out of bounds. Goal-

ie Freshman Arianna Strome
and Piper and Lauren Sibel ’11
join to make a strong defense.
The coaches feel that overall
they have very good players
in each position. “One of the
main goals for the team is to
go deep into the playoffs,” said
Piper. “We’ll just have to take
what we get and see what we can
do with it. I feel as though we
can get a good solid beginning
starting seven out, and we’ll
see where we go from there.”
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Boys’ Varsity Basketball From the Coach:
aims to secure top spot JV Boys’ Soccer completes

photo by E. Zenilman ‘09

K. Ottenheimer ‘09 and J. Hettleman
‘10 practice for the tough upcoming
season.

by Autumn Cohen ‘11
Boys’ Varsity Basketball Head Coach
Josh Wolf knows it sounds corny, but he
described this year’s veterans as “men
with a mission.” After losing in double
overtime in the semi-finals last year, Wolf

has high hopes for this season. “So much
depends on chemistry and how much
these guys have improved,” said Wolf.
Although the team lost five seniors from
last season, Park expects to be among the
top three teams in the C conference along
with Beth T’filoh and Sts. Peter and Paul,
whom Park lost to in the semi-finals last
year in what Wolf called a “heartbreaker.”
Key returning seniors include Kyle Ottenheimer, Sean Boone, and Karl Nelson,
all of whom dedicated their summer to
shooting hoops. They have also been pushing themselves to the limit this fall with
Rob Slade workouts. Other key returning
players include Nathaniel Colbert-Sangree ’09 and Jonathan Hettleman ’10.
After playing a gruesome schedule of top-notch teams from the A and
B conferences, including McDonogh
and St. Paul’s, the Bruins will be ready
when conference games come around.
Wolf said, “With five Friday night
games scheduled, and a Saturday Program
Night on the bill [against Beth T’filoh], the
Athletic Center should rock this winter.
Paint your faces and bring your ‘A’ game.”

Girls’ Varsity reinvests
in platoon strategy
by Alex Elias ‘11

With eight returning players, the Girls’
Varsity Basketball team looks like a
serious contender in the MIAA C Conference. The team that went all the way
to the championship game last year only
to suffer a heartbreaking loss to Baltimore Lutheran is back with a vengeance.
The team has retained its unconventional style of play--using
“platoons” of five players at a time
rotating to overcome their opponents.
“We’re a swarming sort of wave by wave
team,” said Head Coach Kevin Coll. Their
style of play is up tempo with a full court
press on defense. A new offense will be incorporated as well as using new additions

Autumn Cohen ’11, Ashley Hohman’11,
and Liz Pace ’11 to the varsity squad.
“ T h i s y e a r ’s g r o u p s e e m s i n credibly eager to fill the space left
by Claire Ellwanger ‘08, Leah Gold
‘08 and Mica Fidler ’08,” said Coll.
With more girls working during the
off-season to improve skills, the team
seems poised for another great season.
Though Coll admits to having “vivid,
technicolor, basketball dreams,” the team
is focusing on playing one game at a time.
After finishing the 2007-2008 season
with a record of 15-1 in the conference and 18-3 overall, the team looks
forward to improving further and finishing the season with a championship.

triumphant season 7-0-1

by Chad Joseph, Head Coach
This was supposed to be a rebuilding
year for the JV Soccer team. Fourteen players who played soccer last year decided not
to play this year. The JV team returned one
starter and only two players who received
any playing time on last year’s team. After we lost our first three games, the team
could have given up. Instead, the boys
continued to work hard and never lost faith.
Over the last eight games, we went
7-0-1. We did not give up a goal in the
last six regular season games. We won
our last three games by the score of 1-0,
which included beating St. Mary’s in
overtime, the first place team from the
other division. In the final game of the
year, we defeated Severn with a late
second-half goal to secure a playoff spot.
In the playoffs, we played St. Paul’s,
who, during the regular season went undefeated, scored 54 goals and let in one goal.
St. Paul’s had seven junior starters and were
better than us at every position on the field.
The team played a tremendous game. We
ended regulation tied 0-0. (This was only
the second time all year a team held St.
Paul’s to zero goals.) Overtime ended in
a tie. Unfortunately, we lost on penalty

kicks, which came down to the last kicker.
The 21 young men who made up the
2008 JV Boys’ Soccer team are a special
group. They worked together as a team,
and in doing so, became the most successful JV team I have coached over my
eight years involved with Park soccer. We
finished the year 10-5-1 and made the playoffs. The boys deserve all of the credit.
During the second half of the season, referees and opposing coaches all
commented about how well we had
come together as a team. The greatest compliment came from the coach of
the Boy’s Latin JV Soccer Team, Gavin
Youngquist. After we defeated Severn
to secure a playoff spot, we had practice. Mr. Youngquist drove to Park and
caught me before the start of practice to
offer his congratulations on our season
and making the playoffs. It was a very
classy move and speaks to the magnitude
of what Park accomplished this year.
The Park 2008 JV Boys Soccer Team deserves all the praise they
have received. They represented the
school and illustrated for everyone
what a team can accomplish when they
work together to accomplish a goal.

photo by R. Engle ‘10

N. Halle ‘12 takes posession of the ball as O. Lippman ‘11runs to assist him
in a game against Key School.

Girls’ XC improves for ‘ship
by Aiden Piper ‘11

photo by E. Rosenfeld ‘09

Returning players (from left) D. Lee ‘09, L. Weinberg ‘08, and E. Monnett ‘09 perfect their plays
during practice.

Girls’ Cross Country had a rocky
start to the season, lacking the required
number of runners to compete. After
a couple of weeks of hard work and
team bonding, the group of six girls
was ready race in the championship.
In the championships, the team was
proud of their effort, beating three teams—
Beth T’filoh, Palotti, and Annapolis Area
Christian School. All of these teams

had outrun Park earlier in the season.
“We all ran our best [in the championship],” said Ella Ford ’11. By the end of the
season all six runners shaved a significant
amount of time off of their three-mile race.
Yaster added, “We did well, and had fun
while doing it.” Since there was only one
senior on the team, Sara Lever, the team
members look forward to running together
next year and also hope to attract a few new
athletes. All in all, this was an “eXCellent” season for the Bruins’ Cross Country.
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V. Hock
Promising season ends in heartbreaker
wraps up
the majority of the game.” The
by Sam Cornblath ‘10
Bruins pushes through the Laker
rebuilding
defence several times, but failed
Heading into the playoffs,
to capitalize on the opportunity.
this year’s Boys’ Varsity Soccer
season
Unfortunately, with about
team was ranked number two
three minutes left in the second
overall in the MIAA B conference, which secured them a
home game and a bye into
the semifinal round. All that
stood between Park and its first
championship in many years
were the Boys’ Latin Lakers.
The team was geared up and
ready to go for their semifinal
game on November 4. “We
knew what we needed to do,”
said Nck Ryugo ’10. “Boys’
Latin has always been a tough
competitor and the pressure was
on us to prove who we are.”
The game was a true nailbiter and remained scoreless
throughout regulation time and
the first overtime. “It was raining hard and it was an intense

by Karl Nelson ‘09

photo by R. Engle ‘10

A. Duberg ‘10 soars for a headball in the semi-final game
against Boys’ Latin.

defensive battle throughout,” said
Robby Engle ‘10, who witnessed

the game. “The Bruins wouldn’t
let anything get past them for

overtime, Boys’ Latin scored
the winning goal to end the
game. Boys’ Latin went on to
win the championships beating
Friends 3-2 in the first overtime.
Although emotions ran high
as the Bruins stepped off the
muddy field, the team expressed
disappointment mixed with
satisfaction of a successful season. “It was disappointing that
we couldn’t advance,” said
Head Coach Lucky Mallonnee ’62. “However, we
had an overall great season.”
These sentiments are expressed by the entire team. “I am
proud of the team,” said Captain
Carlos Cruz ’09. “I am not upset because we gave it our all.”

Boys’ Cross Country finishes with bright future
by Alex Katz’10
The Boys’ Varsity Cross
Country team had a very successful 2008 season. The team
went 2-6 in the very competitive
MIAA A Conference going up
against traditional running powers Calvert Hall, Archbishop,
Spalding , and Loyola Blakefield.
The highlight of this season
was Park’s first place finish at
the inaugural Greenspring Valley
Invitational on October 24. In the
meet, Park withstood an incredible
test narrowly defeating Gilman
by one point to claim the title.
In the championship meet on

November 5 at Oregon Ridge,
the Bruins finished in fifth
place, just one point behind
fourth place finisher Gilman.
Although Park is graduating its two strongest runners,
Seniors Ethan Haswell and Lucas Hulleberg, the future still
looks bright. “Sam O’Keefe
(’12) had the season of his life,”
said Hulleberg. Hulleberg also
identified Jamie Demarco ’11
as another young member who
will step up next year and mentioned Kyle Long ’10 who will
step up in a leadership position
next year and lead the Bruins
through a successful 2009 season.

photo by E. Zenilman ‘09
Varsity Cross Country team members (from left): J. Demarco ‘11,
K. Long ‘10, S. O’Keefe ‘12, L. Hulleberg ‘09, E. Haswell ‘09, G.
Acheson ‘12, R. Sandler ‘09, B. Brewster ‘10, and Coaches Kessinger and Hulleberg.

After losing some key seniors last year, the Girl’s Varsity
Field Hockey team had to rebuild another strong team.
Coming into the 2008 season, the team was confident
that they would be competitive
within the IAAM B conference.
With many returning players, the team was already close.
Their theme for this season was
“togetherness.” “We enjoyed
every moment with each other
this season,” said Emily Breiter
’10. “Everyone got along and we
were like a family.” In fact, they
enjoyed playing together so much
that they have decided to play indoor field hockey together as well.
The team’s record this season was 3-10-1. This record
may seem like a letdown season, but it doesn’t undermine
how hard the Bruins worked
in the off season, how unified
the girls were, and the good
sportsmanship they exhibited.
The whole team stayed positive through the ups and downs
of the season. “Even though
our record doesn’t show how
great of a team we really were,
we had a lot of tight games,”
said Senior Captain Rebecca
Kelmenson. “We also took a
lot of teams to overtime. Our
best game was against number
one McDonogh, who we held
to 1-0 for the whole first half.”
Next year, the Girls’ Field
Hockey team will be past the rebuilding stage and will be looking
to be at the top of their conference.

Underclassmen stepped up on Girls’ Soccer
by Michael Ginsburg ‘12
The Girls’ Varsity Soccer team
entered the season having lost
seven seniors, six of whom were
starters. With half of the starting line-up gone, the outcome
of the season didn’t look too
promising. They ended their

season in a play-in game versus
Roland Park Country School.
If the Bruins had won, they
would have been in the playoffs.
Although the season ended
earlier than planned, there were
some good signs for the future.
Starting Freshman Goalie Arianna Strome played well, keeping
the score close in each game.

Captain Adrienne Tarver ’10
agreed. She said, “The freshmen [also] did a great job.
Both of our goalies were freshmen, and they were both key
in holding the defense together.” This year also showed a
strong sophomore class including top scorer Autumn Cohen.
In the final game of the season,

a very physical RPCS came out
on top winning 2-1 in double
overtime. Helen Goelet ’10 scored
within the first five minutes of the
game and gave Park the lead.
They maintained that lead until
the second half when RPCS
scored tying the game at one.
“It was one of our best games
of the season,” said Tarver. “Ev-

eryone fought hard, and gave
it all they could. We played
together, and we were aggressive, and that’s why the game
went as well as it did. Even
though we lost, we were all really proud of how we played.”
The girls’ record certainly did
not reflect upon the many accomplishments they made this season.

