
The PostscriptThe Postscript  
I

The Park School of Baltimore | PO Box 8200 Brooklandville, MD 21022 The Park School of Baltimore | PO Box 8200 Brooklandville, MD 21022 | | 

Volume LXIX Issue No. 8May 5, 2009

School wins green awards

This photo of the school by Ben Weinstein ‘06 that appeared on the cover of the November, 2005 
issue of Postscript, also served as the opening slide for Park’s successful application to earn the 
designation as a Maryland Green School from the Maryland Association for Environmental and 
Outdoor Education.  

Green, for real. By defini-
tion, Park has always been 
connected to the environment. 
The school’s name and original 
location next to Druid Hill Park 
are testaments to the founders’ 
appreciation for the natural world.

 While students, teachers, 
and alumni are aware of the 
school’s interest in and concern 
for the environment, offi cial rec-
ognition had never been given. 

In current parlance, acknowl-
edgement of an institution’s 
environmental efforts is known 
as going green.  Last month, three 
organizations officially recog-
nized the school’s commitment to, 
and success in these endeavors.  

The Baltimore Business Jour-
nal named Park winner of its 
award for Green School.  A 
few days later, and following 
a lengthy application process, 
Park joined the ranks of other 
schools state-wide that have 
been designated as a Green 
School by the Maryland Asso-
ciation for Environmental and 
Outdoor Education (MAEOE). 
Financial recognition of school’s 
environmental efforts came in the 
form of a $3,000 grant from the 
Maryland Energy Administra-
tion (MEA) green commitment.

The Baltimore Business Jour-
nal presented the award to Park at 
an April 16 luncheon celebrating 
its second annual “Green Issue.” 
Other awards were given to cor-
porations in multiple categories 
including green business, green 
entrepreneur, and green restaurant. 

Ten members of the Park 
community, including Emma 
Reisinger ’09, Darian Bailey, 
’09, and Matan Zeimer, ’10 
attended the awards event. 

 “It definitely boosted our 

egos a bit and made us all feel 
proud about Park’s effort to-
wards making the school more 
sustainable and green,” said 
Zeimer. “It is nice to have some-
thing physical to show that our 
work and efforts count and are 
being recognized,” he said.

“You just have to do as much 
as you can to get people aware of 
and interested in environmental 
ideas so that things can start to 
change at a more national, then 
global,  level,” said Reisinger ’09.

Success in the Maryland 
Green School Awards Program 
took a community-wide effort. 
Last year, Zeimer presented the 
idea to the all-school sustain-
ability committee. He saw no 
reason not to apply, and realized 
the recognition would allow 
Park to gather information about 
previous green efforts, and ex-
amine strengths and weaknesses.  

After doing more research, the 
sustainability committee decided 
that it was, “something we wished 
to pursue,” said Zeimer.  He then 
enlisted the help of Lower School 
science teacher Laura Jacoby, 
and Middle School Librarian 
Twig George, to fi ll out the ex-
tensive application and create a 
detailed PowerPoint presentation.  

“I felt as though we were a 
green school anyway--we just 
wanted to get credit for what we 
are already doing,” said George.  

“Lots of schools have to initi-
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School, and St. Paul’s School 
for Girls.
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The country’s economic land-
scape is changing, and the school 
has also experienced the sting of 
the economic downturn. The cost 
of education has increased, and  
fi nancial operations have been ad-
versely affected by a diminishing 
endowment. These problems will 
shape the economic future at Park.

“Like all institutions with 
endowments, our endowment 
is down,” said Head of School 
Dan Paradis, “and that will have 
a direct impact on our budget for 
next year.” Paradis noted that a 
school’s endowment should be 2.5 
times the operating budget. Park’s 
operating budget is $22 million 
and the level of endowment 
needed to support the operat-
ing budget is, “just not there.” 

Schools with larger endow-
ments would be able to rely on 
them in times like these, but 
since ours is, “not as large as 
the industry norm,” we don’t 
have that safety net and are 
forced, “to rely on tuition rev-
enue, which is 85-86 percent of 
the school’s income,” he said. 

by  Alex Elias  ‘11
and Joel Naiman ‘11

Economy 
strains
budget

ate new programs when they start 
the Green School application 
process, but we were already 
there,” said Jacoby.  “Ours was a 
case of sorting through what was 
being done right now,” she said.  

To be recognized as a green 
school by the Maryland Asso-
ciation for Environmental and 
Outdoor Education, basic re-
quirements must be fulfi lled in 
three categories: curriculum/
instruction, best facility practices, 
and community partnerships. 

“It was a huge job,” said 
George, “and it was interesting 
to discover how Park approaches 
this issue on every level, K to 12.”  

A small sample of the school’s 
many curricular practices that 
made their way into the applica-
tion include: the Kindergarten’s 
observation of the lifecycle of 
the Monarch butterfly; fifth 
grade tending of a medieval herb 
garden; sixth grade trip to Chin-

Mariama Eversley ‘10, Emma 
Gross ‘11, and Juliet Eisenstein 
‘11 contributed to this article.

Budget, continued p. 3

coteague; Middle School Green 
Service Club; The Literature of 
Nature,  and Into the Woods Eng-
lish electives in Upper School; 
Applachian Challenge Course 
outdoor experiential education 
program; and the Arctic club.

Aside from receiving banners, 
fl ags, and  other acknowledge-
ments, Park will be able to use 
MAEOE facilities, and, accord-
ing to Zeimer, “open up to a 
whole new web of partnerships.” 

“We now become an excellent 
resource for other schools and 
the community,” said Jacoby.

The Maryland Energy Ad-
ministration’s recognition of 
the school’s green commitment 
began last year when the Class 
of 2008 donated solar panels to 
be placed on top of the school’s 
Athletic Center for heating water.  

When Chesapeake Wind and 
Solar came to install them, a com-
pany representative mentioned 
that this project might make 
Park eligible for a grant from the 
MEA.  Then-Director of Facilities 
Bud Dahlen, who was involved 
in the solar panel project, com-
pleted the grant application.  
When funds became available, 
Park won $3000, which “will 
defi nitely go back in the green 
initiatives effort,” said Dahlen. 

The Baltimore Business Jour-
nal awarded Park the title of 
Green School in its second 
annual Green awards issue.
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The mentoring group was upset with 
Ken Greller’s reaction regarding the as-
sembly we sponsored, in the commen-
tary in Postscript (March 13, 2009).  We 
completely understand, and knew ahead 
of time, that there would be a large va-
riety of responses to such a controversial 
assembly.  The only reason the mentor-
ing group decided to host this assembly 
was to be able to share our experience 
we had at the University of Maryland 
Shock Trauma Center with the rest of the 
high school.  It was in no way meant to 
preach to, or scare students.  Our hope 
was that the majority of the student body 
would be affected the same way as we 
were.   Although the nurse’s portion of 

I’m writing in response to Ken Grel-
ler’s commentary “Our Drug Education 
Program isn’t Progressive”.  Ken’s po-
sition on how to effectively engage stu-
dents on this topic remains unclear to me:  
First, he states: “We rest on the notions 
that everyone will experiment with drugs 
and alcohol….Yes, this kind of thing hap-
pens.  But to act like it’s the rule rather 
than the exception…. doesn’t seem very 
Park School...”  Shortly thereafter, he 
states that we must acknowledge the fact 
that most students will use: “it is crucial 
to acknowledge the fact that we live in 
a world where this stuff happens”.  So 
which approach would he prefer we take: 
A.) Assume most young people will use 
(research shows that more than 1/3 don’t), 
B.) Expect that most young people won’t 
use, or C.) Do nothing because what will 
be, will be.  I’m still not clear, but feel 
strongly that to do nothing is not only 
counterproductive but irresponsible.  

At Park, there are so many efforts 
that do create a varied approach to drug 
education that qualifi es as one of pro-
gressive teaching.  We have student and 
faculty sponsored assemblies like the one 
by Shock Trauma, the Mentor program, 
9th grade seminar, life skills classes, the 
Committee for Student Support which 
encourages broad based caretaking of 
friends, and parent education.  It is by 
design that many different constituencies 
are initiating dialogue, engaging in class-
room learning, participating in activities 
and sponsoring student programs that all 

Responses  to:
“Our Drug Education 
Program isn’t Progressive”

the presentation was biased by her every-
day experience on the unit with teenagers 
living in tragic situations, you can’t ar-
gue that she gave us extremely valuable 
ideas to consider.  More importantly, I 
don’t think anyone would say that hear-
ing Kyle speak didn’t make them think 
twice about their risky behaviors and 
ponder our notions of invincibility. 

At Park School, there is a tendency for 
students to get insulated in this little bub-
ble where we think we will always be safe 
and nothing can ever go wrong.  The as-
sembly was intended to give students the 
opportunity to be face to face with seldom 
considered realities of risk-taking, and see 
that bad things can happen to anybody.

            --Lucie Weinberg ‘10

support healthy decision making as it re-
lates to a host of developmentally risky 
behaviors.  It is our hope that by offer-
ing many venues and styles of approach 
to the topic, that each student will fi nd at 
least one class, presentation, or discussion 
that will appeal to him or her.  I’d be mis-
taken if I didn’t also highlight our AOD 
Discipline policy, which is emblematic of 
the school’s progressive ideals.  It’s un-
fortunate that despite so many different 
efforts, not one has resonated with Ken.

I know that for every Ken who feels 
our AOD approach is too conventional, 
there are just as many individuals who 
feel the school’s approach to AOD use is 
too permissive and needs to take a stron-
ger stand against substance use.  Work-
ing with young people (and their parents) 
around the issue of AOD is like walking 
a tightrope. For as many individuals who 
feel the Beer Goggles are an ill-attempted 
scare tactic, another group feels that al-
lowing students to participate in a simu-
lated drinking experience is too permis-
sive.  All efforts can cut both ways.  As 
educators, our job is not to judge, pre-
scribe, scare, generalize or even support 
anyone’s behavior or feelings related 
to drug use.  We see our role as that of 
guide and facilitator of information stu-
dents want and need in order to make 
sound judgments and healthy decisions 
for their own life, and that is progressive.   

--Krista Dhruv,
MS and US Counselor

To the editors:

To the editors:

As we wrap up our senior year and abdicate our thrones as Editors-in-Chief 
of Postscript, we can’t help feeling nostalgic.  We have published nine issues, 
many as long as 16 pages, and are members of a graduating class of 69 students 
in a grade for which many people did not have high hopes. While we are proud 
of our accomplishments, we are more grateful for what Park has done for us. 

Park is a close knit and loving community. These are words we of-
ten toss around without much thought to their import, but in our current 
world, when used truthfully, they are words of great signifi cance. As 
we walk across that graduation stage in June we know that we are leav-
ing one of the last institutions that will truly care about our daily actions. 

Despite our excitement at the thought of entering college, we recog-
nize that we may never again be part of a community that cares so deeply 
about every individual within it. We may never again have a teacher fi nd 
us in the hallway to ask why we haven’t turned in that crucial essay, who 
comes to cheer us on at our sports games and plays, and knows important 
details of our personal lives.We may never again have a head of school who 
knows all of our names. We may never again be in a community of students 
who congratulate our successes and embrace us during times of diffi culty. 

So as we move on to bigger things, we recognize that we are leaving a 
school that cares about us and our actions, and know that a community such 
as this is hard to fi nd.

Fond farewell



page 3

The Postscript | May 5, 2009
News

On a sunny Saturday in April, 
many came to Tompkins fi eld 
to plant trees in memory of 
Matt and Abby Young.  Matt 
Young, a student from the class 
of 2010, perished tragically De-
cember 8, 2007 in a house fi re. 
Matt’s younger sister Abby was 
also killed in the fi re, and their 
father was severely wounded. 

The tree planting in honor 
of Matt and Abby included not 
only Park families but also the 
Youngs’ parents–Steve and 
Nancy,–students from Calvert 
where Abby had been in school, 
teachers, faculty, and the ju-
nior class advisers, John Kes-
singer and Christine Tillman. 

Juniors Hannah Shulman and 
Anna Hulse originally came up 
with this idea beacuse they wanted 
to create a fun and positive event 
to honor Matt and Abby’s mem-
ory. Because of his involvement 
in previous tree plantings, Matan 

Zeimer ‘10 helped Shulman and 
Hulse plan. “Many events have 
been more of mourning; I want-
ed something happy, but still 
in his memory,” said Ziemer. 

The three took their idea to 
history teacher Daniel Jacoby 
and began planning, expanding 
the group to be as inclusive as 
possible. In meetings preced-
ing the tree planting, the group 
decided on basic details and 
the tone of the event. Ziemer 
stressed that, “we wanted to do 
something fun, collectively.”   

On April 18, the day of the 
tree planting, Jacoby and Up-
per School science teacher Jeff 
Jennings arrived early to pre-
pare the 210 different plants. 
All plants that were selected are 
native to the area and were cho-
sen for both aesthetic and envi-
ronmental reasons. The garden 
will provide habitat for song 
birds and butterfl ies. Though 
the garden is benefi cial to Park’s 
ecology, “the real importance is 

so everyone can get together in 
memory of Matt and Abby and 
do something fun,” said Jacoby. 

As music played from a  ra-
dio brought to the fi eld, people 

of all ages began  planting.  The 
feeling was overall positive, “It 
wasn’t mourning, it was more of 
celebration,” said Upper School 
math  teacher Anand Thakker.

Monday April 13 marked the beginning 
of a bittersweet week for the graduating 
class of 2009. The countdown across from 
Tracey B’s desk fl ashed a big “5” to signi-
fy the number of days of school left for se-
niors. Though the week was ordinary for 
other students, this week was both longed 
for and dreaded by the twelfth graders. 

Despite the exciting events marking 
the end of academic classes, comput-
ers were still full and many were hard at 
work. “I was really excited for the last 
week, but I still had a lot of work to do,” 
said Lyn Meyerhoff ’09. “I had to fi nd 
a new head of the Arctic Club, I had to 
work on my English portfolio, and I had 
to create a presentation for my Envi-
ronmental Science class.” 

On Monday, the seniors and juniors 
geared up to participate in Park’s fi rst 

ever Powderpuff football game—junior 
girls versus senior girls. Many anticipated 
that the juniors, decked out in fi erce black 
uniforms, would win under the guidance 
of Robby Engle ‘10. But, the senior girls, 
in their senior shirts from the fi rst day of 
school, brought the class to a 14-7 vic-
tory with Sean Boone ’09 as head coach.  

Most memorable were the se-
nior boys’ cheerleading moves, per-
formed in tight tank tops and skirts.  

The rest of the week was typical ex-
cept for the surplus of food and celebra-
tory parties. By Thursday afternoon, se-
niors had fi nished their classes and (most) 
had completed all assignments; they were 
ready to start decorating for the next day.

That night, all twelfth graders met at 
school at nine to begin preparing for the 
next day’s jungle-themed party. Within 
90 minutes, seniors covered the school 
with big leaves, trees, and infl atable 
monkeys. Principal Mike McGill’s of-

by Sara Lever ‘09

Senior class goes out with a roar

photo by M. Gold ‘10
From left: G. Little ‘10, A. Gresov ‘10, and L. Gensler ‘10 planting next to Tompkins Field in 
memory Matt and Abby Young.

Community gathers for memorial tree planting
by Mariama Eversley ‘10

Normally, Park would use its annual 
giving fund to make up for the defi cit in 
the budget. But this year, the fund was 
“fi ve to seven percent behind,” said Di-
rector of Development Roger Seiden-
man ’85. “It was much harder to get an 
increase this year. Some people just 
can’t give. Still, there was not a notice-
able increase in refusals [of donations]. 

Enrollment boosts confi dence in school’s economic outlook

fi ce became a watering hole, and a tree 
canopy shaded the atrium. Streamers 
draped the hallways, and stuffed ani-
mals waited to welcome the rest of the 
school to the jungle Friday morning. 

As students arrived to school the 
next morning, seniors, dressed as jun-
gle animals, park rangers, and tourists, 
danced, sang, and cheered at the top of 
the carpool line. A tiger moon bounce 
also stood in the parking lot and a tree 
swing hung outside the front entrance. 

After cleaning up, the class went 
back home before the annual se-
nior brunch where teachers and stu-
dents gathered for food, conversation, 
and pictures in celebration for their 
completion of high school.  

Seniors are now working at six-week 
internships. Some projects include glass-
blowing, working in a Hopkins lab, 
shadowing a police offi cer, and help-
ing out in a Congressman’s offi ce.

C. Lerner ‘09 , dressed as a tourist , ex-
claims over jungle foliage in the atrium.

photo by S. Weintraub

“This proved our grade is so 
community based,” said Junior 
Hannah Mitchell. “Something so 
basic like planting trees still brings 
us together even after a year.”  

Budget, continued from p.1 We really won’t know until June 30 
[the effects of the economy on the an-
nual giving fund],” said Seidenman ’85.

Requests for fi nancial assistance have 
also seen an increase. This will impact 
Park’s operating budget which already 
includes 27 percent of the student body 
receiving some form of fi nancial aid. Al-
though Park tries to make it possible for all 
families to send their children to Park, the 
cost of a private school education restricts 
some families and students who can enroll. 

“We never want fi nances to deter or 
prevent a family from becoming or re-
maining a part of the Park community,” 
said Paradis, but it would be, “naïve or 
false” to say price doesn’t restrict Park’s 
progressive philosophy. “Part of that phi-
losophy is creating a school community 
that welcomes students of all different 
backgrounds. So we need to do everything 
to make Park as affordable as possible.” 

Despite such adversity, if enrollment is 
any indication, Park is doing surprisingly 

well. According to Director of Admission 
Marcia Holden, “We’ve based next year’s 
budget on an enrollment of 855, but as of 
now, we’ve well exceeded that number.”

It is an encouraging sign that Park 
has the ability to, “weather this fi -
nancial storm,” as Paradis calls it. 

With a strong Board of Trustees at 
the helm, Park is pointed in the right di-
rection. As Paradis said, “If I were go-
ing to have a fi nancial situation like 
this, I’m glad to be at a place like Park.”
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The Park Darfur Group hosted 
a night of remembrance to raise 
awareness about the genocide 
going on in Darfur. At the event, 
“Genocide: Past and Present,” 
the group, comprised of Middle 
School students, presented three 
speakers: Daowd Salih, Benzion 
Attias, and Senator Ben Cardin. 

Salih is the co-founder and 
Board President of Damanga (the 
Coalition for Freedom and De-
mocracy). Originally founded by 
Massaleit refugees from Darfur, 
Damanga promotes the human 
rights of the people of Darfur, 
Sudan and elsewhere in the world 
through non-partisan research, 
analysis and public education. 

Salih came to the U.S. as a 
refugee after he was forced to 
leave Sudan due to his advocacy 
work on behalf of the Massa-
leit and other Darfurian ethnic 
groups. He spoke about how 
the genocide in Darfur started 
and how he feels that his black 
African traditions (rather than 
Arab African traditions) are not 
being respected. He asked those 
present to spread awareness 
about the plight of his people.

Attias, born in Sarajevo, Yu-
goslavia, is a Holocaust survivor. 
In early 1940, he and his mother 
took a train to Italian-occupied 
Yugoslavia, where they lived 
hidden in various places. When 
the situation became more dan-
gerous, he and his mother trav-
eled by train, bus and carriage 
with Italian troops into Italy. 
There he was separated from 
his mother and hidden in a num-
ber of small towns and farms. 
He came to the U.S. in 1950. 

Attias spoke of his life on 
the run in Italy during WWII 
and the Holocaust, and his nar-
row escapes from violence and 
death. He praised many non-
Jewish Italian citizens who 
helped him and his family, 
and asked for the heroes of the 
Holocaust to be remembered.

Senator Cardin spoke about 
the need for all people to be tol-
erated and respected. He com-
mended the other two speakers 
on their heroism in the face of vi-
olence and their activism against 
injustice. He specifi cally men-
tioned the rights of Jews, blacks 
and Muslims in the U.S. He as-
serted that he would use his new 
position chairman of the U.S. 

Helsinki Commission to fi ght 
for worldwide justice for all.

The Park Darfur Group, 
founded by eighth grader So-
phie Neiman ‘13, promotes 
awareness about the genocide 
in Darfur. Neiman started the 
group after the Middle School 
branch of Invisible Children, 
an Upper School club, “stopped 
meetings due to lack of sup-
port,” said Neiman. What started 
as a “little project” grew into 
a group with substantial sup-
port around the Middle School.

 One of the original members 
of the group, Ryan Lessing ‘13, 
felt as though this year was their 
most successful yet. “Though 
we raised more money last year, 

awareness is equally important, 
if not more so,” he said.  Less-
ing, who is in charge of all 
graphic design, put up posters 
around the Middle School to 
promote this event. These post-
ers read, “After the holocaust 
we said never again…but it’s 
happening again…save Darfur.”

 Faculty Adviser for the group, 
Cathy Schmidt, said the students 
worked “countless hours” on 
planning and preparing for the 
speakers and other visitors to the 
school. Schmidt described the 
event as, “extremely successful. 
It surpassed all of our expecta-
tions. The main purpose was to 
promote awareness.” This was 
accomplished “very effective-

ly” through the event itself and 
ensuing articles in the Jewish 
Times, the Owings Mills Times 
and the Baltimore Messenger. 

Though many people at-
tended, a majority were from 
outside of Park. One group 
member, Katelyn Greller ’13, 
believed that some students did 
not want to come because they 
thought it would be a “sad event. 
But instead of sad I think we 
all found [the event] hopeful.” 

As they remembered the 
past on Yom HaShoah, Holo-
caust Remembrance Day, the 
group found hope for the fu-
ture. “If we see hope and deter-
mination, the situation in Dar-
fur can change,” said Neiman. 

 by Alex Elias ‘11

Group invites speakers to address genocide
Senator Cardin joins Sudanese refugee and Holocaust survivor at Middle School activity event

The Big Zip is back
by Sam Cornblath ‘10

photo by B. Althauser ‘09

Members of Appalachian Challenge reconstruct the Big Zip 
and the Giants Ladder, missing from the course since 2000.

photo courtesy of C. Schmidt
Members of the Middle School Darfur Group host Senator Ben Cardin, Daowd Salih and Benzion Attias at their event “Genocide: Past and 
Present” April 20 in the Middle School Commons.  Over 100 guests attended; most were not connected with the school.

The Big Zip Line taken down 
in 2000 was recently reinstated 
as a main component of the Ap-
palachian Challenge course.  
During construction on the Ath-
letic Center, the zip line needed 
to be removed to make space.  In 
addition, the Giants Ladder was 
also dismantled. “The legend of 
the former Big Zip lived on and 
has been on every Challenge 
leader’s wish list ever since its 
deconstruction,” said James R. 

Howard III, director of Appa-
lacian Challenge.  But begin-
ning Friday April 24 members 
of the Appalachian Challenge 
activity rebuilt both structures. 

The new Giants Ladder and  
the Zip take-off platform will 
remain in the same locations as 
before, just west of the Athletic 
Center; however, the platform 
will be eight to 10 feet higher, 55 
feet above the ground.  The jour-
ney now includes a trip over the 
woods, across the stream, above 
the pools and up a hill just west of 
the Faculty Parking Lot. The Zip 

will now span nearly 500 feet.
Several student Challenge 

leaders, and 70’s alums and 
founding members of the pro-
gram, joined Howard to recre-
ate these components.  The crew 
included Paul Silver ’75, Roy 
Furchgott ’76, Michael Drach-
man ’80, Noah Sakin ’12, Leah 
Silverberg ’12, Lauren Leffer ’12, 
and Radko Bachvaroff ’15. Sun 
Belt Rentals and Kinsley Con-
struction joined the crew from 
Park and provided the equip-
ment and supplies to re-install 
the Big Zip and Giants Ladder.  
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About a year ago, I was cut-
ting through the Lower School 
hallway to go to the Arts Cen-
ter.  I came up to a second grade 
class standing in the hall, the 
teacher speaking about bath-
room etiquette or something like 
that.  But, there was one boy at 
the back of the group of kids 
who would not stop talking.  The 
teacher paused and looked at him 
several times, but he wouldn’t 
stop.  I had slowed down to ob-
serve what would happen, but 
when the boy clearly ignored his 
teacher, I felt strong enough to 

step in.  I tapped him on the shoul-
der and said, “You should really 
stop talking and listen to your 
teacher; you’re being very rude.”  
He looked back up at me, then 
at the teacher, and stopped talk-
ing.  The teacher mouthed thank 
you to me, and I walked away.  

That didn’t actually hap-
pen.  Nonetheless, it is a 
perfect analogy for the Up-
per School during assembly.

There always seems to be 
something wrong that bothers me 
during assembly. Whether it is 
the rude audience or the perpet-
ual cycle of warm air, then cold 
air, then warm air being blown 
on me, the Upper School’s semi-
weekly meetings just get on my 
nerves. I would rather sit through 
an episode of Howie Do It than 
the average assembly, and I am 
clearly not alone. It is apparent 
from the conduct of the audience 
that assembly is not the preferred 
place to be for most students; 
sleeping, talking, and texting are 
common behavioral patterns of 
the upper schooler during this 
time.  My discontent with assem-
bly, however, is not for the same 

reasons as most other students.
No matter who the speaker is, 

many view the assembly as an 
opportunity to nap. Even with 
such esteemed guests as Senator 
Ben Cardin and NPR journalist 
Alix Spiegel, 189 Park students 
take for granted the great oppor-
tunities assembly provides, often 
times dozing off without even 
giving the presenter a chance.

For those of us who are not 
sleeping, offering our witty, 
wise, beyond-our-years com-
mentary on the current speaker 
to the person next to us is a com-
mon pastime. Yes, Park students 
are very bright and have unique 
opinions that are more important 
than everyone else’s on every is-
sue, but that does not mean that 
they have to prove it at each and 
every assembly. Chances are, 
someone other than the person 
you are babbling to can hear you, 
and if there are 300-or-so stu-
dents talking, it gets kind of loud.

The audience during assem-
bly is certainly not the most 
welcoming and is often too judg-
mental of the presenters who 
have spent a lot of time prepar-

It’s that time of year again; 
grades are coming out.  Seniors 
look at them and celebrate the 
end of their high school careers, 
juniors look at them and think of 
college admission for the hun-
dredth time, sophomores think 
about thinking about college, and 
freshmen don’t think much at all.  

Yet for all the thinking 
and comparing we do about 
grades, we don’t actually think 
about them in depth so much 
at all –  that is, not about their 

purpose and what they mean.
This lack of clarity in thought 

and deed is a recurring problem 
at Park – we have AP classes, 
but we call them ‘intense,’ or 
just leave out the label; we have 
tracked math classes, but with a 
few exceptions, colleges don’t 
know; we have grades, but we 
don’t know their purpose.  It’s 
one of the problems with being 
a “progressive”school; we adopt 
non-progressive practices, but 
don’t know what to do with them.

In my mind, grades serve two 
purposes:  to assist (or hurt) us 
during college admission by giv-
ing them a better understand-
ing of us; and, to indicate to 
our parents and us how we’re 
doing in school.  There is a 
subtle, but important, difference 
between the two purposes: col-
leges use grades to compare us 
against other people, and teach-
ers use them to compare students 
against themselves.  Teachers 
see grading as an individual mat-

ter – not something that should 
be used as a comparison between 
students.  However, at the core, 
that’s exactly what grades are – 
comparisons among students.

Since grading is a compara-
tive matter, it should be more 
cohesive and consistent between 
classes, teachers, and even depart-
ments (to a degree).  Otherwise, 
students will take advantage of it.  
As the seniors said in the April 
Fool’s issue, “Grades are 80% 
whining and 20% effort.”  Some-
times, this isn’t too far from the 
truth.  How much one wants a 
grade can matter more than how 
well one does.  This isn’t an at-
tack on high-grading teachers; I 
don’t blame teachers for wanting 
to give good grades, or the school 
for encouraging it.  High grades 
as an ideal seem to be something 
embedded into the minds of both 
students and teachers, and I don’t 
exclude myself.  However, focus 
on effort and “process” over re-
sults seems to have lost its point.

Originally, focusing on the 
work process was probably just 
a way to improve the end qual-
ity of work.  This was, and still 
is, a useful area for teachers to 
encourage students to work in 
– improving the process should 
improve the product.  The prob-
lem arises when teachers focus 
on the process for its own sake, 
not to improve the results.  This 
is true in nearly every class, and 
it is certainly helpful: you get 
an answer wrong on a math test 
due to a simple error, but your 
work is mostly fi ne, and so you 
get credit, although not 100%, 
for the problem.  We like it, or 
at least, I know I do.  The same 
is true of Science, English and 
History: focusing on drafts and 
work is important, but only in 
how it helps the end creation.

Teachers and students alike 
judge the process, but is there 
really any way to judge process 
separate from the product?  Per-
haps there is, but I don’t see it.  

If the outcome is bad, clearly 
something was wrong with the 
process, and if the outcome 
is good, clearly the process 
worked.  It stands to reason.

Grading is inherently com-
petitive.  This doesn’t mean 
students should stress about 
grades, but we, as a school, 
should acknowledge that grades 
matter most when comparing us 
against each other.  Thus, clar-
ity, consistency, and coherency 
are needed.  This doesn’t mean 
that teachers shouldn’t grade 
based on participation or process 
in classes, they should; but they 
must remember to be clear and 
consistent about it.  Some grad-
ing will inevitably be subjective, 
but that’s OK, life is subjective 
and we should also acknowledge 
that.  However, our current grad-
ing system is plagued by incon-
sistencies, and a clearer grading 
system would help everyone, 
especially if teachers clarifi ed 
the role of effort versus product. 

photo by M. Gold ‘10

by Blake Pruitt ‘11

Grades don’t fit at a progressive school

by Jesse Orr ‘11

Assemblies depend on both audience and speaker
ing and are putting themselves 
in a very vulnerable position. 

There needs to be a mutual re-
spect between the audience and 
the speaker for assembly to work, 
and when the presenter gives an 
interesting, captivating presen-
tation and the students ask edu-
cated, tough questions, assembly 
can be great. But, if students 
continue to act in the immature 

manner that has been allowed of 
them, the presentations will only 
get worse. If the administration 
cannot trust us to act appropriate-
ly like human beings, why would 
they even venture to invite a 
well-known speaker of the same 
caliber as poet Li Young Lee? 

Rude audience behavior will 
also discourage fellow students 
from speaking; if they know 
that the audience will be ei-

ther unresponsive or extremely 
judgmental, there is no chance 
an upper schooler will want to 
present something personal and 
important to them. Presenting at 
assembly is a great learning op-
portunity, and if you present suc-
cessfully and please the audience 
there, you know that you can do 
well anywhere else. But, it should 
be more accessible to the aver-
age speakers among us, not just 
the Barack Obamas in the mak-
ing. Yes, I will concede that not 
every student presentation will 
be the most captivating experi-
ence of your life, but speaking in 
front of the entire Upper School 
is an experience that every up-
per schooler deserves to have. 

The bottom line is to be re-
spectful. If you, the audience 
member, are open to learning 
something new or just hav-
ing fun during assembly, it will 
certainly turn out better than if 
you went in with a bad attitude.  

But, if after sitting through 
an entire presentation with 
an open mind, you are un-
happy with what you experi-
enced, then you can complain.

photo by MJ. Kiehne ‘09

‘No matter who the 
speaker is, many 
view the assembly 
as an opportunity 
to nap’
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Spring Br
The Postscr

Ten years ago,  s tudents 
returned from a Habitat for Hu-
manity spring break trip in Florida 
with the goal of ten houses in ten 
years. Even though Park Habitat 
has grown immensely since then 
and has almost reached this goal, 
the group still leads these trips, 
and this year traveled south to 
Homestead, Florida to work with 
the Habitat for Humanity chapter 
of Greater Miami. There were 
50 students and chaperones total 
from Park, Friends, Bryn Mawr, 

Area schools join forces for sprin

Since launching the Chinese language 
program in 2007, Park has tried to ar-
range an exchange trip to China. This 
past spring break, this vision became 
a reality as Upper School students and 
faculty went on one of the most exciting 
trips the school has organized in a while. 

Students Becka Althauser ’09, Al-
anna Mctavish ’09, Darian Bailey ’09, 
Jeremy Winer ’10, Hannah Leighton 
’10, Chelsea Burwasser ’11, Adam 
Kelmenson ’11, Kayla Franze ’11 and 
teachers Jon Acheson (history) and Xiao-
mu Hu (Chinese) spent 16 days in China.

The journey to China involved a three-
hour bus ride to Newark International 
Airport and then a 13-hour fl ight to Beijing.  
“The trip wasn’t so bad. We became friends 
with the fl ight attendants,” said Winer. 

When they arrived in China, students 
met their host families. Sometimes the 
students found it hard to communicate 
with their families because of the lan-
guage barrier, but they all managed 
to make the best of their situations. 

Many students commented that some 
of their favorite moments of the trip took 
place during their free Saturdays. On 
both Saturdays that they were in China, 
students got to spend time with their host 
families going shopping, singing karaoke, 
visiting the zoo, and walking in the park. 

It was on these special outings that 
Park students found how well they could 
relate to their host families, particu-
larly the children their age. “Besides the 
language, the kids really aren’t that 
different from us,” said Burwasser.

A lot was accomplished over the course 
of the trip. The students traveled to fa-
mous places with their tour guide Zhao 

Yajun, who led Upper School Principal 
Mike McGill when he visited China last 
summer.  Their itinerary included the 
Forbidden City, The Great Wall, Llama 
and Confucian temples, hot springs, the 
Beijing Culture Language University, 
Tian’man Square, and the Olympic village. 

One favorite destination was the art dis-
trict of Beijing which contained sculptures, 
galleries, graffiti, and more.  Students 
found it exciting because while most of 
Beijing is more traditional, the art dis-
trict is very modern. “One of the most 
interesting things was when we stopped 
at a shop that played underground music,” 
said Althauser. “The music was similar to 
what is popular in America, but it’s not 
accepted in China. It really showed how 
hard it is for new culture to come through.”

Another exciting destination was 
the Migrant School, which is a school 
for immigrant children. The students 
spent two hours there teaching Eng-
lish to third, fi fth, and seventh graders. 
“You could tell it was in a not-so-great 
neighborhood,” said Winer. “However, 
teaching was a lot of fun. Everyone 
knew the word teacher already,” he said.  

The food was also a prominent part of the 
students’ experience in China. “The Chi-
nese food was very different than I, and we 
all, thought it would be,” said Kelmenson. 

Fish is a big component of Chinese 
meals. The Chinese tend to eat every 
part of the fi sh, including the brain, eyes, 
and stomach. Another Chinese specialty 
is a “hot pot.” In this, one receives a 
boiling pot of water with raw meat, 
vegetables, and peanut sauce on the 
side. This dish is very similar in concept 
to the way fondue works in America. 

Some Park students were brave enough 
to try the duck blood that is often added to 

the mixture. Many of the students concluded 
that real Chinese food isn’t nearly as greasy 
as the American imitation of Chinese food. 

Over the duration of the trip, the 
students used different methods of trans-
portation. For the most part, they took their 
tour bus everywhere, but other transporta-
tion included bikes, rickshaws, and taxis. 
“The taxi drivers were horrid,” laughed 
Leighton. “We were fearful for our lives.” 
The group also traveled on an overnight 

train to visit the city of Xi’an. Although 
the quarters were really tiny and cramped, 
all agreed it was a great experience. 

Other trip highlights were attending 
school with their host siblings, learning 
and practicing new bargaining tricks, and 
going to Chinese Starbucks. “I was so hap-
py that this trip was fi nally made possible,” 
said Hu. “It was so much fun.” From all 
the positive reaction, it is evident that the 
students experienced a trip of a lifetime. 

by Leah Shapiro ‘12

China: an experience of a lifetime

photo courtesy A. Kelmenson ‘10
A. Kelmenson ‘11, one of eight students to visit China, toured Beijing with his 
host family during the spring break exchange program. 

by Isabelle Schein ‘11 and St. Paul’s School for Girls. 
To get to Miami, the group 

drove in three vans from Bal-
timore, spending 19 hours on 
the road driving. “Each time 
we were on the edge of feel-
ing like we were going crazy, 
we would get out of the car,” 
said Kirk LaRue, a kindergarten 
teacher who chaperoned the trip. 

After this long trip, the group 
spent its first day touring the 
Everglades and relaxing in South 
Beach, a popular area in South 
Miami. For dinner, they ate at 
an authentic Cuban restaurant.

Then, the next four days were 
dedicated to working on the Hab-
itat sites in the Jordan Commons 
community, a neighborhood 
consisting of only Habitat houses. 
They worked alongside each 
other, as well as other Habitat 
volunteers, professional contrac-
tors, Americorps members, and 
students from across the continent 
representing a Nova Scotia Com-
munity College, North Dakota 
State University, West Virginia 
University, and University of 
Wisconsin. All of the college 
groups came down as part of 

the Collegiate Challenge, which 
is Habitat International’s cam-
paign to mobilize young people 
to build as an alternative spring 
break. The group from Balti-
more, however, was the only 
high school group participating. 

At the worksite, everyone 
split into three different groups: 
dry wall, landscaping, and roof-
ing. “It was a lot of hard work,” 
said Rebecca Ringler ’11, a par-
ticipant of the trip. “We had 
to dig through petrified cor-
al and plant 90 bushes around 
the houses plus a lot of trees.” 

While Ringler was outside 
all day along with the roofing 
group which was nailing in shin-
gles, some students spent the 
entire day inside measuring and 
drilling drywall into the liv-
ing room, kitchen, closets, and 
other parts of the houses. At the 
end of the four days, one house 
that Park students worked on 
was even ready for inspection. 

Other than meeting new people 
and learning tons of new skills, 
the group was also able to partake 
in the 20th Anniversary Celebra-
tion for the Collegiate Challenge. 
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Instead of heading to Florida 
beaches or Colorado ski slopes, 
11 students spent spring break 
in Paris. On the Friday before 
spring break, students arrived 
at school with their backpacks 
and enough clothes to last a 
week. Directly after school, the 
group left for the airport and 
boarded the plane to France.

This exchange, which took 
place March 13-22, was Park’s 
fifth with the Institut de la 
Tour, a private Catholic school 
in Paris. Park graduate Lisa 
Fruchtman-Colas ’86 current-
ly teaches English there and 
served as the trip’s coordinator.

In addition to preparation for 
the trip in their French classes, 
the participating students also met 
outside of class. “We had bi-week-
ly M-Block meetings to discuss 
what would be happening on the 
trip,” said Laura Edelman ’11. 

“We spoke about the cultural 
differences between the US and 
France,” added Joel Naiman ’11. 
“We were also told how to behave.” 

In Paris, Park students took 
courses organized by La Tour. 
“It was really different,” noted 
Brooke Moscow ’11. “They 
read the grades out loud…and 
there was a lot of busy work.” 

 “The students didn’t really pay 
attention to the teachers,” added 
Piper.  “The teachers would yell 
at the students, and bang things 
to try to get their attention, but 

Paris hosts 5th la Tour exchange

ng break Habitat build in Florida

it didn’t usually work. The only 
time I noticed [the kids] paying at-
tention was when they were being 
graded, or about to have a test.” 

The group visited the Lou-
vre, Musee d’Orsee, the Notre 
Dame, the Arc de Triomphe, 
the Champs Elysees, the tunnel 
where Princess Diana died, and 
of course the Eiffel Tower. “We 
had two picnic lunches in front 
of [the Eiffel Tower],” said Piper. 
“I also bought, like, 10 crepes 
while I was there. They were defi -
nitely the best snack food ever.”

Not only was the food great, 
but the sightseeing was exception-
al. “Seeing the monuments and 
going on the tours backed up and 
added to my knowledge of French 
history,” Naiman noted. “It was a 
nice change-up to actually see the 
monuments and places that we’ve 
spoken about in history class.”

The students spent evenings 
and weekends with their host 
families. “I got along really well 
with my host,” said Edelman. 
“My favorite part of the trip 
was the stuff we’d do with my 
correspondent and her friends.” 

“My host family was amaz-
ing!” Piper  recalled. “My host 
and I…were a perfect match—
we got along really well. My 
[host] mom was also an amazing 
cook, and a really sweet person.” 
Naiman also enjoyed staying with 
a host family. “The host family re-
ally took me in, and incorporated 
me into their everyday routine,” 
he said. “I went on errands with 
them, ate with them, and spent 

all of my free time with them.” 
When asked if she learned 

anything from her experience in 
France, Edelman laughed. “Oh 
yeah!” she said. “For one thing, 
I learned how to navigate and 
get around in a big city.”  The 
students also had many oppor-
tunities to practice their French. 
“My [host] parents barely spoke 
any English so I really had to use 
my French all the time,” noted 
Edelman. “In terms of language, I 
think I improved with my speak-
ing and comprehension skills.”

Even thought the trip incor-
porated language immersion 
for only a week, Piper agreed 
that her French speaking skills 
greatly improved by the end of 
the trip. “I got so much better at 
realizing my mistakes,” she said, 
“and understanding what people 
were saying. At fi rst, everything 
went right over my head, but 
by the end, I could understand 
one of the teachers at the school 
making fun of us for being Amer-
ican. I really loved being able 
to speak so much French, and 
feeling myself getting better.”

By the end of the trip, the 
students from Park and La Tour 
became friends. “Thus far, I have 
kept in touch with my correspon-
dent and several other French 
kids I met while there,” said 
Naiman. Edelman keeps in touch 
with the French kids through 
e-mails and Facebook. She says 
they talk about every other day. 
Piper also really enjoyed making 
friends with the French students. 

“I still keep in touch with most 
of them, and am hopefully go-
ing back to France this summer 
to stay with my host!” she said. 

The exchange program has 
been very successful, and hope-
fully will continue in the future, 

“I would love to do this again, and 
recommend it to anyone who en-
joys speaking another language, 
and is interested in furthering 
that knowledge,” said Piper. The 
French students from La Tour 
plan to visit Park in October 2009.

by Adrian Rabin ‘11

photo by I. Schein ‘11

L. Edelman ‘11 and A. Piper ‘11 spent spring break in Paris for 
the fi rst part of the French Exchange with Institut de la Tour.

The CEO of Habitat Interna-
tional, Jonathan Reckford, came 
to Jordan Commons specifi cally 
for this celebration. Participants 
from each school group had the 
opportunity to build with him 
on the worksite, and Seniors 
Sara Lever and Eva Zenilman 
represented the Baltimore group. 

“He was extremely gracious 
and friendly, not intimidating at 
all,” said Zenilman. “Everybody 
had great conversations with 
him—Sara and I were able to 
tell him about Park Habitat.”

 Later, he gave a speech 

commending youth for getting 
involved with service, and then 
hosted a barbeque in the neighbor-
hood where all Habitat employers, 
volunteers, and members of the 
community were in attendance.

By the end of the trip, there 
was a feeling of great accomplish-
ment among everyone. “I really 
liked the end of the week when 
we got a chance to look back and 
get a sense of accomplishment,” 
said LaRue. “You’ve gotten blis-
ters on your hands for a reason.”

Yet, this hard work has not 
kept people away from partaking 

in the trip; it was many students’ 
and chaperones’ second, third, 
or fourth year on the trip. “The 
people who went were really 
committed to being there,” said 
LaRue, who has been on it for 
two years in a row. “No one 
lost sight as to why they were 
there, and everyone wanted to 
make a difference and help out.” 

Already, many Park stu-
dents are looking forward to 
the spring break Habitat for 
Humanity trip next year.  “I’m 
definitely considering doing it 
again next year,” said Andrew 

Barry ’11. “I met a lot of great 
people.” Gabi Schwartz ‘11 also 

agrees, “I underestimated how 
much fun the week would be.”

photo by G. Schwartz ‘11
One group of builders was assigned to work on the roof.
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C. Benn ‘09 serves during an exhibition match in Hilton Head, 
S. C. The Varsity Tennis team travelled there over spring 
break.

The Postscript | May 5, 2009

Spring Break

Throughout the past few 
years, spring break trips have 
become increasingly popular.  
Language students as well as 
athletic teams have traveled to 
many places, throughout the 
United States and abroad.  For 
the fi rst time this year, the Boys’ 
Varsity Tennis team went on 
a spring break trip as well, to 
Hilton Head, South Carolina. 

The idea for the trip came 
from the team’s coach, Brendan 
Travis.  “Our coach brought up 
the idea, and everyone was very 
enthusiastic,” said Josh Potash 
’11, who plays number three 
doubles for the varsity team.  

This was the first time the 
tennis team had ever considered 
the idea of a trip, but Travis, 
new last year to Park tennis, 
had positive expectations, and 
hoped this trip would help bring 
everyone together.  “He thought 
we would become closer as a 
team, and be much more pre-
pared for the season.  We thought 
it would be a lot of fun, and it 

was,” said Alex Conn’11, number 
one singles player for the team.

Travis drove the whole team, 
excluding two players who chose 
not to go, down to South Carolina, 
and they stayed there from March 
14 to 21.  Every day, there was a 
morning practice, after which the 
team relaxed, and then went into 
another two-hour practice, before 
having lunch.  After eating, they 
would occasionally go down to 
the beach to do fi tness. At night, 
the team enjoyed a variety of 
activities, including going to the 
movies and playing mini-golf.   

 “A lot of [tennis] teams across 
the country come down to South 
Carolina for spring break to 
play,” said Conn. The team was 
able to play against a few differ-
ent high schools, and also had the 
opportunity to play one college 
team.  These matches gave the 
team a chance to further pre-
pare themselves for the season.   

“The trip to Hilton Head 
made our team come together 
more as a family and obviously 
helped our strokes,” said Var-

sity Captain Chris Benn ’09, 
who plays number one doubles. 
Many on the team agreed.  “We 
defi nitely got a lot closer,” said 
Potash. “We bonded as a team 
and got to know each other.” 

 In addition, the team hopes 
to continue going to Hilton 
Head, making it an annual spring 
break trip.  “They should do 
the trip next year,” Benn said. 
“Except [they should] make 
it a day shorter and manda-
tory for all the varsity players.”

Although the team now faces 
a few disadvantages, with Scott 
Lessans ’10 no longer playing 
and David Spivey ’10 and Benn 
injured, the trip helped a few 
players move up, either from JV 
to Varsity, or to a higher ranking. 

So far, the team has a 0-3 
record, having already played 
Mount Saint Joseph, Gilman, 
and Calvert Hall.  But the team 
is still hopeful for the rest of the 
season.  As Conn said, “We have 
the ability to do well this season, 
but the key to succeeding is to 
use our heads and think smart.” 

Tennis visits Hilton Head for fi rst trip

Disney plays host to Baseball Team
What could be better than warm weath-

er, the Orlando parks, and baseball? 
Not a lot, according to members of the 
Park Varsity Baseball who travelled 
to Orlando, Florida this spring break. 
On March 14, 2009 the 15 members 
of the baseball team along with head 
coach David Sutor, and assistant coaches 
George Cooper and Cory Huemmer 
flew to Florida to participate in Dis-
ney’s Wide World of Sports Tournament.

Every year, Disney’s Wide World of 
Sports hosts high school sports teams 
from all over the country for spring 
training. This is the first year that the 
Bruins baseball team made the trip. 

Varsity Baseball has become more and 
more serious over the last few years, and 
after losing the championship last year, 
the Bruins are hungry for victory.  In 
addition to weekend practices in the fall 
and daily practices during spring, the pre-
season spring break trip to Florida added 
valuable practice and team bonding time.

Despite the intense training, the Bruins 
were disappointed with the outcome of 
the tournament. The Bruins did not win 
any of the games they played, but they 

still found the practice time valuable and 
had a lot of fun in Orlando. These bonus 
pre-season games were especially helpful. 

“It was good practice,” said freshman 
Jake Max. “The teams we played were as 
good, if not better, than the teams we will 
be seeing this season.” Members of the 
team also enjoyed the trip because players 

from all grades were able to play in the 
games and had equal practice time. Of the 
fi ve freshmen on the team, two of them 
will be starting in regular season games.

Not only was the trip valuable for the 
games and practices, but it also improved 
the team’s cohesiveness on and off the 
diamond. “All around, our fi elding and 

hitting improved dramatically,” said soph-
omore Alec Ring. “We gained stamina as 
well because we had to play in the heat.” 

Everyone seemed to be really hap-
py with the team’s growth, and they 
bonded through the exhausting days of 
games and practices. “It was really good 
competition and we played well,” said 
senior Nathan Jones. “The point of the 
trip was to get better as a team, work 
on details and let some underclassmen 
play. It was a very positive experience.” 

The trip was certainly not all work 
and no play. After exhausting mornings 
in the sun, the team was always happy to 
go back to the hotel or the different parks 
to spend the afternoon. Team members 
were occasionally able to witness some 
other teams’ practices, but they mostly 
concentrated on their own game. One 
evening the team was lucky enough 
to see a spring training Atlanta Braves 
game, which they all really enjoyed.

Despite the outcome of the tournament, 
the boys were very pleased with their 
Disney experience. The intense practices, 
pre-season games, and time at the parks 
were a perfect way for the team to spend 
its spring break. All found the trip worth-
while and if the resources are available, 
they would love for it to happen again. 

by Sara Lever ‘09

by Juliet Eisenstein ‘11

photo courtesy B. Valdenaire ‘09

photo courtesy A. Ring ‘11

The Bruins’ Baseball team took advantage of its participation in Disney’s Wide 
World of Sports to get in extra practice before the offi cial start of the season.



Recently, policy has changed to exclude 
all unnecessary curricular and extra-curric-
ular trips. Trips to the beach, class retreats, 
excursions to New York City, the baseball 
and lacrosse trips to Disney, and the tennis 
trip to Hilton Head all fall into this category. 

You want grade bonding? Have a re-
treat in the meadow. Art fi eld trip? Go to a 
free museum nearby; we have plenty, and 
much of the art work is pretty impressive. 
Traveling for a sports team? Last time I 

checked there were plenty of 
sports teams to play in Bal-
timore. These trips are only 
placing a burden on those 
who can’t afford them, and 
create an elitist atmosphere.

If you have the means and 
desire to travel, then do so, 
but please understand that 
school trips just aren’t sensi-
tive to the needs of people 
in our community. Sure, it 
would be great to visit London 
if you were learning about 
Shakespeare, but our current 

trips do not allow you to do anything you 
cannot do at home. It is unbelievably vir-
tuous and benefi cial to help build houses 
for Habitat for Humanity, but why do we 
really need to travel to New Orleans or 

Habitat               $350 

France      $1500-1800

China      $2200-2800

Baseball          $1,000 

Tennis            $380 

The cost of school-sponsored 
spring break trips in 2009
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Debating the value of school trips

Were you happy to hear that 
the Navy killed three Somali pi-
rates and saved Captain Richard 
Phillips?  The mainstream media 
certainly was, and recently cel-
ebrated the rescue of Phillips, an 
American who was taken hostage 
by what have come to be called 
Somali “pirates.” Though I was 
relieved to see Phillips return 
safely, there’s another side to the 
story. These pirates have been 
broadly painted in a barbaric 
light, brandishing ak-47s, and 
speeding around in motorboats 
with scarves ominously cover-
ing their faces. A BBC article 
described the pirates as gang-
sters living “lavish” lifestyles. 
“They wed the most beauti-
ful girls; they are building big 
houses; they have new cars; 
new guns,” said one article. 
But what we aren’t told is that 
70% of Somalis view the pirates 
as coastguards, not gangsters. 

Since 1991 Somalia has been 
without a government and in 

the midst of a civil war. When 
the country fell to chaos, the 
foreign vessels started to ap-
pear. According to alternet.org, 
and general Somali thought, 
these vessels began illegally 
dumping barrels of nuclear and 
chemical waste into the ocean 
out of sheer convenience. UN 
envoys have concluded the waste 
includes radioactive uranium, 
lead, mercury and other dan-
gerous substances. The Somali 
people soon began to feel the ef-
fects of these barrels with rashes, 
nausea, and deformed offspring. 

The 2004 Tsunami made mat-
ters worse. The enormous waves 
brought the barrels to the shore 
and broke them open. Then, ra-
diation sickness ensued causing 
300 deaths, according to Johann 
Hari of alternet.org. Also, the 
fact that these barrels are being 
dropped in the Indian ocean, as 
opposed to very cold ocean, is a 
huge problem. The warmth of the 
ocean speeds up the deterioration 
of the barrels, potentially lead-
ing to an environmental disaster.   

Foreign vessels also began 

to fish for seafood leaving an 
already starving nation even 
more desperate. According to 
Hari, European ships alone stole 
$30 million worth of seafood, 
wrecking ecosystems and put-
ting fisherman out of work.    

It is true that some pirates are 
only out to make a profi t and have 
been entirely disruptive to Somali 
people. It is also impossible to 
completely separate pirates as 
good and bad people, as an au-
dacious trade like piracy could 
only fall into gray area. Despite 
this, Somali people believe that 
the majority are acting as an in-
formal coastguard since Somalia 
has a non functioning govern-
ment. Somalis guarding their 
waters view foreign vessels as 
potentially dangerous.  Members 
of this informal coastguard argue 
that they hold captains hostage 
for ransoms in order to attract 
attention and begin to mend the 
damage foreigners have created. 

I am not unconditionally ex-
cusing Somali behavior, but I 
think it’s important to acknowl-
edge that the corporations that 

buy Somali goods and a media 
that fails to inform, are com-
plicit in these actions. Somali 
suffering should be acknowl-
edged and the pirates need to 
be negotiated with, to end the 
atrocities foreign ships have com-
mitted against Somali people. 

We, as a nation, shouldn’t 
be surprised that desperate acts 
such as piracy should occur in a 
failed state such as Somalia, and 

To Somalis, pirates are coastguarders, not gangsters
by Mariama Eversley ‘10

by Becka Althauser ‘09by Adam Kelmenson ‘11 Miami when there is plenty of work to 
be done just a few miles down the road? 

The most egregious examples of un-
necessary trips are sports vacations-- the 
tennis trip to Hilton Head, and the baseball 
and lacrosse trips to Disney. Essentially a 
team vacation, these trips force students 
to either attend or accept the reper-
cussions for their playing time. Teams 
often learn and practice crucial plays, 
penalizing those students who can’t af-
ford to go on them.  Why should we 
force students to travel for practice when 
we have facilities available at home?

The only trips that offer you something 
you cannot accomplish at school or home 
are the language trips. The chance to im-
merse oneself in a language is an invaluable 
experience that cannot be replicated.  Yet, 
even with these trips,  we should consider 
the needs of others, whether this means 
recognizing that not everyone can attend, 
offering financial aid, or fundraising.

Park is a place where we strive for 
diversity, and this move towards banning 
all unnecessary trips is a step in the right 
direction. We are no longer simply recog-
nizing and embracing racial or religious 
diversity, but socio-economic diversity 
as well. Until we can afford to pay for 
every child, the only thing these trips do 
is put stress on families who cannot afford 
them and drive a wedge between those 

This school year, there has been a 
push from the administration to eliminate 
school trips that are, as Traci Wright tells 
me, “not essential to learning.” These 
include the Shakespeare class’ trip to 
London, the Ottoman Empire’s trip to 
Turkey, and the Harlem Renaissance’s 
trip to New York. This policy was created 
out of consideration for families who are 
on financial assistance or simply can-
not afford these trips. As a result, these 
exciting excursions have been removed 
from the curriculum. What about those 
families who can afford these trips? 

Park School used to offer wonderful ex-
periences that may not have been essential, 
but defi nitely helped learning. Rachel Sha-
piro ’10 traveled to Disney World with the 
Girls’ Lacrosse team last spring. The trip 
may have been superfl uous but, “It was a 
great opportunity to bond with my team 
mates and provided a welcome change of 
pace from our daily lacrosse schedule,” 
said Shapiro.  How inspirational would it 
be to visit the theater where Shakespeare 
himself directed his legendary tragedies? 
Or, to see where the mighty Ottoman 
Empire was? This is what has been re-
moved from our school’s curriculum.

Recently, eight students traveled to 
China for an exchange program with a 

local Beijing school. This trip was con-
sidered essential to Chinese language 
learning. Park offers fi nancial aid propor-
tional to what a family receives regularly. 
I recognize that trips add a burden to the 
already exorbitantly high cost of tuition, 
but we don’t expect families to bear the 
weight alone. For example, to support 
the Chinese trip, students sold candy, 
t-shirts, and held events to raise money 
that would lower the cost of the trip. 

We live in a capitalist society; all people 
are not finan-
cially equal. In 
the real world, 
p e o p l e  w h o 
are willing to 
pay for vaca-
t i o n s  a r e n ’ t 
denied because 
some people in 
America can’t 
afford to travel. 
P a r k  S c h o o l 
luckily has the 
r e sou rces  t o 
offer financial 
aid. Those who 
can afford class trips, which help and 
inspire learning, should not be denied 
the opportunity. Yes, this is an unfor-
tunate system, but we can’t all be held 
back out of consideration for some.  

Trips are unnecessaryTrips are worth the price

shouldn’t rejoice when we kill 
them to save our own. The United 
States shouldn’t ignore coun-
tries and curtail communication 
because we label the country as 
“bad” without looking at its histo-
ry and context. It’s time to change 
foreign policy and mend our 
relationships with suffering third 
world countries to allow for open 
dialogue, and never let a situation 
like Captain Phillips’ occur again. 

Maersk-Alabama Capt. Richard Phillips, right, stands alongside 
Cmdr. Frank Castellano, commanding offi cer of USS Bainbridge 
(DDG 96)  April 12, 2009, after U.S Naval Forces rescued Phillips 
off the coast of Somalia. (U.S. Navy/MCT)
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-- Eva Zenilman ‘09 

I would not have expected to see a 
crime thriller among the standard dramas 
traditionally picked by student directors. 
So I was pleased to see Sorry, Wrong 
Number, directed by Vicki Myers ’09.  
Originally written in 1948 by Lucille 
Fletcher, this murder story focuses on 
Mrs. Stevenson, played by Lisa Brown 
’12, an invalid forced to stay in bed, as she 
attempts to trace the call of the murder-
ers she overheard on the telephone.  This 
results in a climactic ending that, while 
exciting, you see coming a mile away.  
This isn’t necessarily a bad thing though; 
it was exciting to fi gure out what is going 
to happen and then watch the character 

in the play slowly fi gure it out as well.
This is a diffi cult play to direct – no 

one actually interacts face to face, ev-
erything is over the phone – and Myers 
did a very good job of it. The staging 
and constant switching of focus between 
stage areas kept my interest and built up 
the suspense. This, combined with the 
fast paced lighting changes and sound 
cues, moved the play along quickly, 
and before you knew it, it was over. 

Sorry, Wrong Number is also a dif-
ficult play to act in, probably because 
it doesn’t have much substance.  It was 
fun and entertaining, but I can’t imagine 
it left anyone feeling anything after the 
curtain fell.  All there was were hard-to-
fl esh-out one-dimensional characters in a 
one-dimensional play, but I think the cast 
did a good job with what they had.  Brown, 
the only actor to remain on stage the entire 
play, kept my interest because she was 
the only actor with a memorable part.

This play was defi nitely the right choice 
for a student director trying to work with 
and overcome different challenges, and 
Myers and her cast did the best they 
could with the play that was chosen.  

--Blake Pruit ‘11

Ladies and gentlemen, the rumors are 
true… Julia Schneiderman ’11 has in fact 
returned to the Park School stage in the 
same gown that she sported as the Wicked 
Witch of the West. With Helen Goelet ‘10 
in the director’s seat, Schneiderman was 
assisted onstage by Forrest Carroll ’10 and 
Gabi Schwartz ’11 in The Boor, a 30-minute 
play written by Ukrainian Anton Chekhov. 

The lights come up on a distraught 
widow, Yeliena Ivanova Popopva (Sch-
neiderman), and her servant, Looka 
(Schwartz). As Yeliena examines a pic-
ture of her husband seven months dead, 
Looka rolls her eyes. Popova states that 
staying stationary in her house is being 
“loyal” to her husband. This disregards 
that her husband slept with other women 
and left her alone. Just as her loneliness 
starts to drive her insane, the enraged, 
overconfident, and ferociously sexist 
Grigory Stephanovich Smirnov (Carroll) 
arrives on her doorstep to tell her that 
her husband owed Smirnov money.

Smirnov’s ridiculous and hypocritical 
opinions towards “the weaker sex” are 
not taken seriously. Of course nothing 
like Smirnov in real life, Carroll does an 
excellent job as a self-centered “boor.” 
His character develops as each opinion 
that he expresses changes, and the audi-
ence unsure of what to make of him. 

Schneiderman does the same.  I wouldn’t 
have thought that the timid, scared, and 
sad little widow shown at the beginning 
would have accepted a duel with the boor 
by the end. As Smirnov says, “It would 
be a pity to shoot a woman like that.” The 
two change their minds about each other. 
Schwartz portrays the modest and caring 
Looka wondrously, showing and not telling 
as she attempts to be the voice of reason.  

The tiny cast does a marvelous job of 
letting the tension build in Popova’s liv-
ing room. They played off of each other 
incredibly well by letting each word in 
their arguments get explosively louder 
and louder, and reacting realistically. 
The cast created low tension at the be-
ginning, but through their acting,they 
built the tension and kept it up, discom-
forting the crowd a great deal, which 
came in handy with the twist at the end. 

Goelet and her actors did a wonder-
ful job of making the play their own. 
With a little help from Chekhov, they 
revealed the somewhat awkward push-
pull factor in potential relationships. 

--Cody Tracey ‘11

Something I’ll Tell You Tuesday, written 
by John Guare and directed by Maggie 
Casey ’10, opened wonderfully.  Julie 
Elias ’09 and Ken Greller ’10 play Ag-
nes and Andrew, an aging couple on the 
day of a big operation for Agnes.  Their 
daughter, played by Claire Flowers ’12, 
and her husband, Cody Tracey ’11, ar-
rive mid-argument to take them to the 
hospital.  As Agnes and Andrew witness 
the constant fi ghting that occurs between 
their daughter and son-in-law, they real-
ize the worst part of getting old is not 
fi ghting.  The themes and message of the 

play were made clear by strong, profes-
sional directing.  I became attached to 
the characters and was unconscious of 
anything that was going on around me.  

The pantomimed, bare-bones set let 
the audience focus on the characters – a 
dominant aspect of the play.  The idea of 
letting the lighting guide us through dif-
ferent locations rather than set changes 
allowed the play to flow, and Casey 
handled and interpreted them perfectly.

Casey also designed the play to be 
performed in three-quarter round.  The 
entire stage was utilized, with action tak-
ing place both downstage and upstage.  

High-quality directing only pays off, 
though, if you have a great cast, and 
this play was cast perfectly.  Freshmen 
Flowers and Sunny Minihane certainly 
have great futures ahead of them, and 
the more experienced actors impressed 
with realistic, funny depictions.  I forgot 
that the poised, comfortable actors I was 
watching were actually high-schoolers.  

T h e  o n l y  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t 
was that the play didn’t last longer.   

-- Blake Pruit ‘11

Student-directed plays intrigue audiences
The Unseen Hand, 
directed by Evie Sachs’ 10

Sorry, Wrong Number, 
directed by Vicky Myers ‘09

Something I’ll Tell You Tuesday, 
directed by Maggie Casey ‘10

The Boor, 
directed by Helen Goelet ‘10

photo by J. Patterson ‘10
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An alien, a band of cowboys, and a 
male cheerleader: this unusual mix of 
characters in The Unseen Hand, written by 
Sam Sheppard and directed by Evie Sachs 
’10, certainly set this off-the-wall addition 
to the evening apart from the others. The 
play takes place in Azusa, a small town out 
west with “everything from A to Z in the 
USA,” where a man named Blue (Jeremy 
Johnston ’10), has been living out of his 
Chevy for more than 20 years. He gets a 
surprising visit from Willie (Geoff Little 
’10), an alien from the planet “Nogoland” 
seeking help. Willie needs Blue to help him 
fi ght off “The Hand,” a mysterious evil 
force that threatens to enslave his planet. 
Little, with his robotic, monotonic voice 
and expressionless face, perfectly embod-
ied an alien, while Johnston’s impeccable 
southern accent and general shrug-offery 

epitomized a wayward man of the west.
Blue accepts the task just before the 

Hand attacks Willie and causes him to pass 
out. We next meet Cisco, Blue’s brother 
(Jack Patterson ’10) who has been sum-
moned from the dead to help Willie. From 
the smirk on his face to the can of beans 
he ate, Patterson completely captured the 
audience with every movement. While the 
two brothers reminisce, Josh Sacks ’10 
enters unexpectedly, yelling at football 
players who made fun of him for being 
a male cheerleader. While it may seem 
random, this subplot maintained a smooth 
transition and didn’t cause the audience to 
lose focus. Rather, this scene intensifi ed 
the play and revealed the twisted sense of 
time. Sacks manages to mix both the co-
medic and the tragic in his situation well, 
and plays off his fellow actors with ease.

To top off the excellent cast, Max Wig-
gins ’10 entered the action later as the 
third brother, Sycamore.  He had also been 
summoned from the dead by Willie.  

The play concludes with death and 
liberation at the same time. Sachs defi -
nitely challenged herself by directing 
this warped story. The Unseen Hand 
left the audience on edge with differ-
ent emotions, and was a great success. 
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Boys’ Varsity Tennis is best known as 
a resilient bunch. Despite starting 0-4 and 
suffering injuries to key players Chris 
Benn ‘09 and David Spivey ‘10, Park 
battled and picked up its fi rst win against 
Boys’ Latin April 16. One of the rare A 
conference teams at Park, the Bruins began 
their season with a 5-0 loss against the 
Gilman Greyhounds. Marred by injuries 
and losses over the next three matches, 
the Bruins’ chances were severely harmed.

The day before the Boys’ Latin match, 

Tennis picks up fi rst win against Boys’ Latin
one player on the team, Alex Conn ’11, 
said, “These events have defi nitely brought 
down our spirits and expectations that 
we had before the season had started.”

On the day of the BL match, both teams 
were at the bottom of the A conference and 
both were itching to get a fi rst win. Having 
already suffered tough losses to Gilman, 
Mt. St. Joe, Calvert Hall, and Severn, 
the Bruins were determined to emerge 
victorious. They did so with a 5-0 victory. 

The Bruins’ winless start, however, 
makes it nearly impossible for them to 
make the MIAA playoffs in May.  For this 

by Daniel Stern ‘12

With three close matches under 
their belts, against Chapelgate, 
Lutheran, and Severn, Varsi-
ty Golf members are heading 
in the right direction, but are 
still competing for a win. “The 
matches were close, so we’re 
not losing by much,” said Oliver 
Lippman ’11. “We just need to 
focus more throughout so we 
can pull it off in the end. We 
get better each time we play.”  

The team members have also 
been working on developing their 
skills. “Our short game defi nitely 
could use some improvement,” 
said Captain Jordan Schwartz 
’09.  With a match against rival 
Beth Tfiloh, considered “the 
best team in B conference” ac-
cording to Ethan Rosenberg ’11, 
the Bruins hope to defeat them.

Captains Schwartz and Har-
rison Macks ’10 fi ll the top two 
seeds. “We like our captains; 
they really motivate us,” said 

Rosenberg.  Evan Greenberg 
’10 fills the third seed, Lipp-
man fourth, Jacob Hyatt ’11 
in fifth, and Rosenberg sixth.  

“[Our team looks] pretty 
good,” said Schwartz. “We’ve 
improved since we started.  We 
all put in a good effort, and have 
played some very good schools.”   
The next match coming up is 
against Cardinal Gibbons (4-2), 
and they face Mount Carmel (0-6) 
after.  “The season’s been really 
fun so far,” added Rosenberg.

Golf anticipates fi rst win
by Aiden Piper ‘11

reason, some of the members of the squad 
are already looking forward towards new 
prospects. “It was nice [to get a fi rst win], 
but we can’t make the playoffs anymore. 
Because of that, we are just looking towards 
the Individual Championships,” said Bap-
tiste Valdenaire ’09. The MIAA Individual 
Tennis Championships that take place May 
11 at McDonogh will give members of the 
rattled Bruins a chance to fi ght for them-
selves on a competitive individual level.

Though the season has not gone exactly 
as planned, Conn still has clear goals and 
expectations. “My goal is that everyone on 

the team will try their best in every match, 
no matter what the score is,” he said. “This 
is one of the fi rst two years that Park has 
had a real, competitive Varsity Tennis 
team and we should continue to improve.” 

Conn also attributes some of the teams 
recent success to their coach, “the Park 
community really needs to understand how 
hard we work as a team and how hard our 
coach, Brendan Travis, trains and guides 
us. He does everything in his power to 
make us a better tennis team and, more 
importantly, better people,” he added. 
The team currently holds a 3-7 record.

 

Pitching leads Softball team
by Michael Ginsburg ‘12

A. Keiser hits a grand slam against Chapelgate April 21.
photo by A. Sussman ‘10

Baseball team hopes to 
reclaim championship
by Adam Kelmenson ‘11

Last year, the Varsity Baseball 
team suffered a disappointing 
loss in the championship game. 
This  year,  the  Bruins  are 
back and stronger than ever. 
Already this year, Park beat 
Boys’ Latin in a regular season 
game 17-6, as well as defeat-
ing Glenelg and Chapelgate.

Three injuries have plagued 
the team so far this year and have 
left several key players out for the 
season. Nate Kaufman ’10, Alec 
Ring ’11 and Ben Brewster were 
all injured and played third base, 
first and pitcher respectively. 
These losses hurt the team but 
other players were ready to rise 
to the challenge. Max Sellman 
’10 took over Ring’s spot and 
has played extremely well. “The 
freshman on the team also stepped 
up,” said Ring. Jake Abrams ’12 
has fi lled a batting slot and Gabe 
Acheson ’12 moved into pitch, 

impressing everyone on the team. 
The game against Boys’ Latin 

was one to remember. Captain An-
drew Keiser ’09 pitched the entire 
game with nine strikeouts. Jona-
than Hettleman ’10 led the infi eld 
from shortstop and contributed to 
the team’s impressive 6-4 record. 
The Bruins were not expected 
to win because Boys’ Latin beat 
Park in the championships last 
year. But, beating the defending 
champions gives the team extra 
momentum entering their diffi cult 
end of season schedule. In the 
upcoming weeks the team plays 
Glenelg, Pallotti, and Boys’ Latin.

Hopefully, the team will 
make it through the playoffs 
and to the championship game. 
The team has overcome great 
obstacles demonstrating the 
player’s commitment to one 
another. “We play with nothing 
to lose,” said Ring. With this 
mentality, the team look to bring 
home a championship in May.

Though their fi rst game didn’t 
go as planned, Varsity Softball 
still holds a 3-1 record, tied for 
third place 
with Roland 
P a r k  a n d 
Bryn Mawr.  
The team’s 
o p e n i n g 
game March 
3 0  w a s 
against the 
Mount Car-
mel Cougars. 
The Bruins 
h a d  o n l y 
p r a c t i c e d 
outdoors one 
day prior to 
this  match 
u p  d u e  t o 
bad weather. 

The team 
lost 19-4 in 
the season 
opener. “Our starting pitcher, 
Chelsea [Burwasser ’11] wasn’t 
there,” said Head Coach Bruce 
Hamilton.  Although the Bruins 
lost their first game, it was a 

positive experience. They were 
able to see how they could play 
without their starting pitcher, 
who’s a valuable member. But, an 
outstanding pitcher means noth-

ing without an “all-star catcher,” 
according to Hamilton, and Ju-
nior Alix Gresov has assumed 
this role as the starting catcher. 

In its next game versus Lu-

theran, Park slaughtered the 
Saints winning 20-0. “Chelsea 
pitched amazingly,” said Captain 
Rachel Elliot ’09. “As a team, we 
did a great job getting on base.”   

Hamilton has been coach-
ing softball for 20 years, for 
Park and Catonsville Recre-
ation and Travel; this is also 
Assistant Coach Lisa Long’s 
second year helping out.  This 
year, Park is happy to welcome 
three new assistant coaches 
Drew Rosenberg, Katherine 
Rainone, and Lauren Elsener. 
“All three are very helpful and 
convenient to have with the 
team of our size,” said Elliot.

The Bruins’ next two games 
are against Beth Tfiloh and 
Bryn Mawr, both of which 
are very talented teams. “We 
will definitely have more 
dominating games like the 
one against Baltimore Lu-
theran, but we need to keep 
an eye out on Bryn Mawr 

and Beth Tfiloh,” said Elliot. 
With a more diffi cult sched-

ule in the near future, the 
team looks to prove them-
selves in the coming weeks. 

photo by A. Sussman ‘10

K. Solomon ‘11 bats April 24 against Beth Tfi loh.
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Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse has 
started the season strong, coming 
out of the gates with a 4-1 record. 
This year’s team is laden with 
strong upperclassmen leader-
ship and talented and explosive 
sophomores.  Robin Cardin Lowe 
‘84 returned to coach the Bru-
ins with assistant coaches Jane 
McGough and Eloise Grose ’02. 
Senior Captains Dawn Lee, Anja 
Fries, and Tess Shiras are all vet-
erans of the program and know 
Park Lacrosse quite well. All 
three play defense, which makes 
room for Juniors Adrienne Tarver 
and Lucie Weinberg to shine.

Coming into the season, Lowe 
was concerned with leadership 
because all the seniors are on 
defense. Along with Tarver and 
Weinberg, Lowe identifi ed Julia 

Meyerhoff ’10 and Helen Goelet 
’10 as players who stepped up 
to assume leadership roles on 
the team. Lowe also sees great 
promise in Sophomores Lauren 
Sibel, Autumn Cohen, and Ash-
ley Hohman.  Sibel is noted to 
be a hard worker who digs deep 
and plays hard while Cohen and 
Hohman are great contributors 
with plenty of room for growth.

The Bruins play in the IAAM 
B Conference. Over the past 
few years, the team has played 
at an exceptionally high level 
and came into the season with 
a bulls-eye on its back. “It’s a 
much stronger league than I gave 
credit for at the beginning of the 
season,” said. Lowe. Having 
that been said, she still believes 
that Park and Friends are the 
premier teams in the conference.

Park and Friends have al-
ready battled once this year and 

the game was a thriller. The 
teams traded goals throughout 
the fi rst half and Park was able 
to go into halftime up 7-6. The 
story remained much the same 
throughout the second half, but 

as the fourth quarter drew to a 
close, things picked up. With 
only a few minutes remaining 
in the game, Friends scored and 
took the lead 14-13. The Bruins 
rallied back, however, and scored 

one more goal. With 41 seconds 
left in regulation, Friends tal-
lied another goal. Lowe called 
a timeout and set up a play if 
Park could win the faceoff. As 
if it were scripted, the Bruins 
won the draw and ran down the 
fi eld to score with just 10 sec-
onds remaining. The two teams 
battled through an inconclusive 
fi rst overtime and not until the 
second overtime were the Quak-
ers able to outlast the Bruins.

The championship game is set 
to occur on May 17, and Lowe 
has stated that the team’s primary 
goal is to be playing on that date. 
If everything continues to go as 
it has thus far, we can expect to 
see another Park-Friends thriller. 
Until then, the Bruins will just 
have to keep on trucking through 
the regular season in an effort 
to achieve their ultimate goal 
and bring home a championship.

Strong Girls’ Lacrosse rolls to the championship
by Alex Katz ‘10

H. Goelet ‘10 and A. Cohen ‘11 defend against Glenelg 
Dragons April 2.  

photo by R. Engle ‘10

Boys’ Lacrosse currently holds 
a 9-3 overall record and 4-3 
in-conference record. The two 
losses they experienced were hard-
fought games, but losses that they 
have learned from nonetheless. 

The team’s first loss was 
against powerhouse Archbish-
op Curley, which defeated the 
Bruins 14-4. Even though the 
Bruins experienced this disap-
pointment early in the season, 
they are still confi dent they can 
beat Curley if they were to see 
them in the playoffs, especially 
considering that the two top scor-
ers, Juniors Forrest Carroll and 
Andrew Duberg, were both sick. 

The Bruins had the next two 
weeks off from games due to 
bad weather. This break gave 
them time to let certain players, 
including Carroll, Duberg and 
Senior Captain Carlos Cruz, 
recuperate. Although this lapse 
was helpful in some ways, 
the team was eager to play.

Park’s other loss came in a 
triple overtime thriller against 
Glenelg. “It was a hard fought 

game and we came up short,” 
said starting attack man Sam 
Leighton ’10. “But we can learn 
from our mistakes and move on.” 

The team played  number one 
seed John Carroll April 24. In 
the fi rst 16 minutes the Bruins 
played strong defense, but had 
a diffi cult time on offense. For 
the rest of the game , however, 
the Bruins stepped up on offense 
beating the Patriots 9-5. Duberg 
scored fi ve goals and  Arthur Son-

nenfeld ‘10 had 12 ground balls.  
The team has struggled with 

some inconsistency offensively 
since Emmett Freedman ’11 
was injured in the game against 
Curley. This is a tough loss be-
cause Freedman was a strong 
attack man. Leighton and Nick 
Halle ’12 have been working 
hard to fi ll the gap left by Freed-
man. “Our offense improves 
every practice,” said Cruz. 

Senior Captain Nathanial Col-

bert said, “Even though injuries 
have interfered with our team 
this season, we’ll be okay be-
cause of how hard we work 
in and outside of practice.” If 
they take the rest of the season 
one game at a time the team 
has high hopes. They have pre-
pared for each team extensively 
and work diligently in practice. 
Many practices go longer than 
expected, however, the team rel-
ishes the time spent on the fi eld.  
They players stayed focused 
and ended the practice strong

“I believe defense is the 
key in every sport and that’s 
what we have. Our defense al-

lows us to hold teams to low 
scores,” said Head Coach Lucky 
Mallonee ’62.  “I think as we 
continue to practice we will fi nd 
a balance with our offense and 
defense. This balance should 
make us a more consistent team.”  

The team schedule is very 
diffi cult with eight games in the 
coming two weeks. With a head 
coach who loves to win and 
execute, assistant coaches who 
support the coach, and players 
who are dedicated to working 
hard day in and day out, the Boys’ 
Lacrosse team should have no 
problem fi nishing out the season 
strong and reaching the playoffs. 

Tough defense leads Boys’ Lacrosse team
by Karl Nelson ‘09 and 
Baptiste Valdenaire ‘09

Chapelgate Wasps tries to score against a strong Bruins de-
fenseman A. Sonnenfeild ‘10 during a home game April 2. 
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N. Ryugo ‘10 holds onto the ball under heavy pressure.
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