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For the third time in as many years, 
leadership in the Upper School will 
change hands. On April 9, Principal Kevin 
Coll announced his acceptance of an offer 
to become Assistant Head of School for 
Northwest School, an urban, progressive 
institution located in Seattle, WA.  

Traci Wright, Dean of Students for 
the past 8 years, will be interim princi-
pal, and English Dept. Chair Patti Por-
carelli will step in as Dean of Students 
and will also serve as Faculty Coordinator.  
“I am thrilled to be working with Traci 
next year, excited for the challenges that 
the new responsibilities will bring, and 
thankful that I am part of such an amazing 
group of faculty and students,” Porcarelli 
said. “I hope I serve them well.”  

The school will launch a nation-wide 
search for principal in the fall.

Mike McGill, Northwest’s Head of 
School, spent 13 years in the role of Park’s 
US principal before leaving in June, 2011.  
After a national search, Head of School 
Dan Paradis appointed Daniel Bergman 
as principal for 2011-2012.  When this 
arrangement failed before that year ended, 
Paradis appointed English teacher Kevin 
Coll, who had also been a candidate the 
year before. And now Coll is heading west 
to join McGill, who is thrilled about the 
reunion. 

“I’m very excited to work with Kevin 
again.  He’s one of the finest teachers I 
know and an extremely creative thinker 
about education—pedagogy, curriculum, 
school culture—you name it,” McGill 
said. “He’ll be a huge asset to Northwest 
over the next couple of years as we con-
template the evolution of our schedule 
and programs.”  And although McGill is 
excited for next year, he realizes the sub-
sequent situation that it leaves Park in. “I 
wish his departure weren’t so abrupt, but 

Coll takes 
new job; 
Wright to 
head US
by Baylor Knobloch ’14

Long-time security chief resigns 

Principal continued p. 4

Former Baltimore County policeman Bob Peck calls it quits after 22 years

Kevin Coll, Upper School Principal for the past two years, will relocate to Seattle this summer to begin a job as As-
sociate Head of Northwest School.  English Dept. Chair Patti Porcarelli and Dean of Students Traci Wright will move 
into interim roles beginning July 1 with Wright serving as Principal, and Porcarelli taking over as Dean of Students and 
Faculty Coordinator. 
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“Those plans were put on indefinite hold 
as [former Head of School] David Jackson 
contacted me and offered me a position 
at Park. Less than 12 hours from being 
retired, I became the Director of Park 
Camps and a security consultant.”

Under his supervision, Park Camps 
doubled in size within two years and 
maintained steady growth until Peck left 
his role as Director of Camps to become 
Director of Transportation. Within a year 
of arriving at the school, Peck added more 
titles: Director of Auxiliary Programs and, 
finally, Director of Security, the role that 
Peck relinquished on April 20.  

Students and faculty who had direct 
contact with Peck had high praise for him. 
Drew Himmelrich ’14 got to know Peck 
through his work with outside vendors 
who would rent the theater, one of the 
many tasks which he coordinated. 

“Bob has done so much for this school 
that most people don’t even know about. 
It’s going to take seven people to do the 
job he did,” Himmelrich said. “The school 
is losing a great staff member and we will 
miss him.”

Peck’s job titles indicated only a por-
tion of his contributions.  At times, he 
would be a substitute bus driver.  “When 
he drove my bus to school in the morn-
ing,” Raye Chappell ’14 said, “he made 
sure to remember everyone’s name and 
greet you with a warm smile.”

by Andrew Bahl ’14
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Former security chief Bob Peck greet-
ed well wishers at a party hosted by 
the Parents’ Association April 29. 

Peck continued p. 4

Even though his email address still 
pops up on the school’s website for fa-
cilities rentals, and he asserts that “it’s 
unfortunate” that his time at Park has 
ended, Director of Security Bob Peck has 
definitely left the building. 

The former Baltimore County police 
veteran who devoted much of his 22 year 
tenure to the safety of everyone in the Park 
community—students, faculty, parents, 
and guests—stepped down April 20.  

Peck’s relationship with the school 
started in 1992 while he was still work-
ing as an undercover police detective with 
the narcotics units.

“I and several other officers provided 
security for school events and construc-
tion projects,” he said.

After more than a decade of work with 
Park Camps and the eighth grade trip, 
Peck started working at the school full-
time in 2004, a move he didn’t expect to 
make after 22 years in law enforcement.

“In 2004, I decided to retire from po-
lice work to travel the world,” Peck said. 
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Last month, I went to Washington D.C. 
to lobby Congress with more than 14,000 
people from across the country as part of 
the American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee (AIPAC) Policy Conference. We 
lobbied Senators Amy Klobuchar (D – 
MN) and Al Franken (D – MN) and Rep-
resentatives Rick Nolan (D – MN) and 
Tim Walz (D – MN) about the Iranian 
nuclear threat, continued foreign aid to 
Israel, and continued military cooperation 
between the United States and Israel. By 
lobbying, I was not only expressing my 
view that a strong American-Israeli rela-
tionship is necessary, but also participat-
ing in the democratic process.

I quickly realized that not all lobby-
ing sessions are the same. When lobby-
ing Klobuchar, our 55-person delegation 
began our pitch as to why Iran gaining 
nuclear capacity is a significant threat to 
both Israel and the United States. It did 
not take but five minutes before the sena-
tor took control of the meeting and said 
how committed she was to preventing Iran 
from obtaining a nuclear weapon. Because 
she was already well-educated about and 
supportive of the positions we took on 
these issues, she used this lobbying ses-
sion as an opportunity to show herself off 
as a “pro-Israel” senator, thus gathering 
political support from us. 

The session with Franken was much 
different.  The 12 of us who met with 
him quickly got into our pitch about 
the dangers of Iran and the importance 
of foreign aid. Unlike Klobuchar, Fran-
ken asked questions about the issues. He 
made us explain the importance of these 
issues while he also weighed the counter-
arguments. This made the session with 
him much more educational and policy 
oriented than our meeting with Klobuchar.

The sessions with the representatives 
were different still than those with our two 
senators. We only had three to five people 
present. Both representatives were also on 
the floor of the House during our meeting, 
so we met instead with their chiefs of staff 
and legislative directors. Often, the chiefs 
of staff and legislative directors have sub-
stantial influence—more than lobbyists 
do—on the congressmen they work for 
and are looked to as trusted advisers on 
important legislation. As a result, present-
ing our argument persuasively was of vital 
importance if we wanted to be successful. 
During these meetings, the staff took notes 
on our key points and asked questions in 
order to gain a fuller understanding of the 
issues so they could provide a substantive 
report to their congressmen.

Speaking to such important people was 
nerve-wracking. I was an ambassador for 
the issues I was lobbying for. The con-
gressmen would only take the issue as se-
riously as they would take me. A small slip 
up could make the difference in how suc-
cessful my lobbying venture went. It was 
essential to be well prepared and know 
the issues from multiple angles in order 
to answer a variety of potential questions 
posed to me. I also had to be professional 
and poised during my presentation in or-
der to deliver my message successfully to 
these influential people.

Despite this, I felt more empowered 
than nervous. I was participating in the 
democratic process by talking to lawmak-
ers about an issue I cared about, and they 
listened to what I had to say. It didn’t mat-
ter that I wasn’t wealthy or an adult. They 
heard my voice. I was influencing policy. 
My experience exemplifies the intent of 
the First Amendment with the right to pe-
tition the government, and experiencing 
this privilege firsthand made me a proud 
American. 

by Max Rotenberg ’16 

cartoon by Baylor Knobloch ’14

There’s no denying that the state of 
the economy has been hard on Baltimore 
independent schools. We don’t fault Park 
for striving to adapt to changing times; 
a school is a business, after all, and we 
understand that. But a school is also a 
school—first and foremost—and there-
fore its top priority should be the fulfill-
ment and growth of students. In our year 
of leadership on the paper, the three of us 
have seen a growing preoccupation with 
outward appearance taking precedence 
over the school’s internal wellbeing and 
authenticity.

We’re concerned about the relationship 
between the administration and the stu-
dents. An article on p. 7 sheds light on the 
firing process, which comes in the wake of 
controversial decisions during which the 
students were neither consulted nor in-
formed. At most schools, this would prob-
ably go unnoticed or unquestioned. But 
at Park, administrative opacity directly 
conflicts with the core values of trust and 
open dialogue that we tout as central to 
our school culture, and it’s disheartening 
for students to find that those values aren’t 
invoked consistently but rather when it’s 
convenient for the administration to do so.  

Either we are a school where student 
opinion is consulted in decision making, 
or we’re not. But it’s destructive to say one 
thing then do another, because that sets up 
expectations that will never be met, and 
that, in turn, will inevitably lead to anger 
and disillusionment. These recent events 
have contributed to a growing sense of 
mistrust towards the administration—
some of which may be unwarranted, but 
all of which is extremely unhealthy for 
this community. 

We’re concerned about the new turf 
field, only in the sense that we hope it 
doesn’t become a central talking point to 
woo prospective families. It’s good to beef 
up our athletic program, but we can’t for-
get that it’s not what distinguishes us from 
other schools. Better to focus our efforts 
on clarifying Park’s unique educational 
mission rather than on competing with 
our peer institutions for a prize they will 
always win.

We’re concerned about the sentiment 
surrounding diversity at this school. Di-
versity is not a multiracial picture on the 
website or a line added to the philosophy 
to solidify our status as forward-thinking 
liberals; it’s a very real thing that hap-
pens in classrooms and in hallways, 
where students of different backgrounds 
and with different world views share their 
experiences, butt heads, and ultimately 
learn from one another. But if diversity is 
treated as an end in itself, rather than as 
a means to an end, the “diverse” students 
and faculty will likely feel patronized and 
exploited, and the “not diverse” popula-
tion will forever have the value of the term 
complicated by their own understandable 
apathy. 

In short, we have a lot of concerns. 
And, like all concerns, our concerns are 
ultimately rooted in love—we wouldn’t 
waste time voicing our concerns if we 
didn’t have the highest esteem for the 
education we’ve received here.  And that’s 
why we start to worry when it seems like 
Park’s focus is directed outward rather 
than inward, when it seems like the ad-
ministration sees us as nothing more than 
retention rates, talking points, and photos 
to put up on Park 365. 

My experience lobbying congress: the 
power of a participatory democracy 

We’re concerned 
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by Jeff Jordan ’15

The Middle School’s Baltimore British Chamber Ensemble 
performed in the Atrium April 24.

photo by A. Hudes ’16

Middle School students benefit from a variety of newly-
formed music ensembles, of new music teacher Maeve Royce. 

This year, Royce put together a jazz ensemble and recently 
created a chamber ensemble.  

Royce places the emphasis more, “on the excitement of the 
performance,” rather than on “making sure every note is perfect.”

No audition is needed, although Royce prefers the kids, “to 
come in having some experience on the instruments,” she said, 
but “anyone who can devote themselves to music for the year is 
welcome,” to join one of the ensembles.  

The chamber group, dubbed The Baltimore British Cham-
ber Ensemble, performed in the Atrium, April 24 after school 
in a concert entitled Tea and Crumpets with the BBC.  Some 
highlights of the group performance were themes to PBS series 
Downton Abbey, Dr. Who, and Sherlock. 

MS forms musical ensemble groups

Until now, teachers have assigned homework in a variety of 
ways: wiki pages, email, the whiteboard, hand outs, or Facebook 
pages on which a student posts the homework for the class. It has 
always been up to teachers which method they use.

Beginning in the fourth quarter, Upper School principal Kevin 
Coll mandated that teachers start using Veracross to post all 
homework or links to wikis or other locations for assignments, 
the idea being that students would benefit from having a single 
source to check for all subjects.

 “It’s a good and useful system that will allow teachers to 
assign homework the way they always have, while students can 
have everything in one place,” Coll said. 

New road 
to offer 
second 
way out

The School is building a sec-
ond access road to and from Old 
Court Road. It will be a complete 
renovation of a pre-existing road 
that hasn’t been used or main-
tained in roughly 10 years.  Con-
struction is estimated to take two 
to three more weeks. Students 
and staff will be able to access 
the new road from the student 
parking lot.

There are several reasons that 
this road was deemed necessary 
for the school and the well-being 
of the students, employees, and 
guests. Joan Webber, Director of 
Finance and Operations, said: 
“[the necessity] was evidenced 
by the sink hole we had through 
the winter,” and that, “if we had 
a secondary access road, the con-
tractor could have worked on 
that without interruption.” 

In addition, she pointed out 
that the new road could, “cause 
a lot less congestion,” on cam-
pus during events. According to 
Webber, if a campus had been 
built here recently, it would be 
required to have two access 

roads—it simply isn’t safe to 
have a single, narrow exit to a 
campus like ours. However, Park 
was grandfathered into its layout 
due to the age of the school.

The access road project will 
cost $200,000.  Webber notes that 
there will be no additional costs:  
“The road is already impervious. 
We’re not taking up any more 
green space,” she said. “I really 
don’t see any disadvantages to 
doing it. I think when you have 
a school with over 1,000 people 
coming onto the campus daily, 
it’s the right, safest thing to do.”

The need for secondary access 
was apparent April 30 when a 
deluge brought down electrical 
wires across Park School Drive, 
causing a small fire.  After sev-
eral cars drove over or under the 
live wire, a fire truck arrived 
and closed the road. Cars were 
blocked from exiting until own-

by Ben Doyle ‘16

Assignments consolidated on Veracross

News in Brief

by Micah Frier ’16

Mock Trial comes in a close second

ers of the adjacent house gave 
the school permission to use the 
driveway.  The completed sec-
ondary road would have allowed 
immediate egress.

The school is spending $200,000 for renovation of an un-
used road to provide a second route out of campus.

Students push for return of Immersion Week

After a one-year hiatus, Im-
mersion Week is set to return for 
the 2014-2015 school year.  

Immersion Week is an Upper 
School-wide event, typically 
held in the break between first 
and second semester, where stu-
dents spend a week participating 
in student-led activities focused 
in a particular area of interest, 
rather than attending convention-
al classes. Past activities have 
included hiking, war-games, 
film, ballroom dancing, cooking, 
yoga, novel writing, and a simu-
lation of the TV show Survivor. 

The last Immersion Week was 
held in the 2011-2012 school 
year, and although the program 
has traditionally occurred every 
other year, it was pushed back 
to 2014-2015 due to the extra 
activities that took place during 
the Centennial year. 

Comprised of eight students, 
the Immersion Week committee 
is currently in the stages of plan-
ning next year’s program. 

“We have a few options 
of what we need to talk to the 
teachers about, and now we re-
ally need to look at those op-

tions and declare what’s going 
to work—what dates are going 
to work, what proposals are go-
ing to work, if the structure is 
going work,” Immersion Week 
committee member Chloe Ring 
’15 said.

According to Ring, a large 
part of the planning process in-
volves reading through students’ 
activity proposals and selecting 
those that seem well-planned and 
substantive enough to sustain 
four days of participation. “Now 
that we have different options we 
need to narrow it down and really 
choose what the week is going to 
look like. We need to make the 
definite decisions,” she said.  

“The biggest challenge is 
probably that we need to get 
more proposals,” said Alexis 
Hudes ’16, another student on 
the committee. “We need 25 
proposals, and we have 14 right 
now.” 

In addition to collecting more 
student proposals, the committee 
is also focused on rallying fac-
ulty support—which is crucial 
in order to ensure that the week 
runs smoothly. 

“We just had our first meeting 
with faculty, and that wasn’t as 

much about planning as it was 
about getting them on board with 
the process,” Melanie Kimball 
’15, another student on the com-
mittee, said. 

“The faculty had questions 
but was basically supportive and 
[wanted] it to happen,” said Eng-
lish teacher Howard Berkowitz, 
faculty representative for the 
Immersion Week committee. “It 
was a very positive meeting.” 

According to Hudes, once 
the committee has received and 
approved enough student pro-
posals, and garnered the faculty 
support that they need, they 
will have to settle on a date for 
Immersion Week. “We need to 
know when it is happening, so 
that we can start to plan accord-
ingly,” she said.

In previous years, Immer-
sion Week has taken place in the 
break between first and second 
semester, but this year the com-
mittee is considering other alter-
natives.

“There have been a couple 
of ideas floating: the first week, 
the middle of the year, between 
semesters in February like we’ve 
had traditionally,” Berkowitz 
said. 

by Isiah Hug ’17
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Exiting cars were trapped 
April 30 when a downed wire 
closed the road.

photo by S. Weintraub

In a final showdown at the Maryland Court of Appeals on April 
25, 2014, the Mock Trial team lost 58-59 to Richard Montgomery 
High School, placing second out of 131 teams in the statewide 
competition. This is the fourth year in a row that Park’s team has 
made it to the state championships in Annapolis, having won the 
championship in 2011 and 2012, and making it to the Semi-finals 
in 2013.   

The Mock Trial season began in mid-January, and the team 
won eight consecutive matches before making it to the champi-
onship round.  

Although the verdict came as a disappointment, team members 
are proud of what they accomplished—both throughout the season 
as a whole, and during the final match. 

“While the scorers clearly had a different view of what they 
were looking for in a team,” coach Tina Forbush said, “I thought 
that our team performed expertly and I could not have asked for 
more than what they did during the final competition.” 

“I think it was the most challenging season that I’ve ever been 
a part of; we had an incredibly difficult case and we went up 
against a number of amazing teams,” said Chris Summers ’14, 
one of the team’s two captains.  “Despite the final loss at States, 
I don’t count this season as anything but a fantastic success.” 
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  US accepts more diverse range of ninth grade students 

circumstances here didn’t leave 
us many options,” he said. 

Even Head of School Dan 
Paradis was surprised by the 
Coll’s sudden change in plans. 
“It was a surprise, but Kevin has 
shared with the community that 
the job seems like the perfect 
fit for him, so I certainly under-
stand,” he said. 

“I got a once-in-a-lifetime of-
fer of a dream job,” Coll said. 
“The job is much more explicitly 
focused on teaching and learn-
ing, and I will be charged with 
curriculum, fostering conversa-
tions about pedagogy, and ev-
erything related to teaching and 

by Sarah Cohen ’14

upcoming career change. “I’m 
leaving because of the opportu-
nity, not because there was some 
deficiency in this job,” he said. 

“Kevin will be doing more 
curriculum work, and that’s his 
love,” Coll’s wife Marcella Wil-
son said. Wilson, who has taught 
in the Park Lower School for 11 
years, will remain in the fourth 
grade next year before going to 
Seattle to join Coll. 

“I’m actually going for a 
year on my own because it’s 
the only way we could figure it 
out,” Coll said. Wilson will join 
him and find a teaching job of 
her own for 2016-17. “I’ll find 
a lower school. I think there 
are lots of types of progressive 

schools there,” Wilson said. “I 
love fourth grade, but I would 
do anything.”  Northwest School 
comprises grades six through 12.

The two are very excited for 
the upcoming change. “I’m not 
getting any younger, so it’s nice 
to know that I still have one more 
adventure,” Coll said. Of course, 
the anticipation is coupled with 
the sadness of leaving home—
both of Wilson and Coll’s chil-
dren, Henry ’10 and Rose ’12, 
attended all the way through.

 “I’m very sad about leaving 
this place, which I have loved 
more than any place I have ever 
been,” Coll said. “And there will 
never be a place that I will love 
more than Park School.” 

learning. And that’s my favorite 
stuff.” 

Two years ago, when Coll 
transitioned from a 14-year ten-
ure in the English Dept. to the 
position of principal, he expe-
rienced the learning curve that 
inevitably comes with adjusting 
to such a difficult role. “This job 
has lots of parts to it, and it did 
mean that in my first couple of 
years, both because I was fig-
uring out how to do it and also 
because of the nature of the job, 
I was spending a lot of time put-
ting out fires,” he said. “There 
were definitely parts of this job 
that I was not prepared for.”

But the difficulty of the posi-
tion is not the reason for Coll’s 

Principal from p. 1

When the senior class gradu-
ates next month, it will make way 
for a whole new crop of Upper 
School students. Next year, 23 
new students will enter the ninth 
grade, making for a total of ap-
proximately 90 kids in the Class 
of 2018. 

“We did really well,” said 
Ruthie Kalvar, director of Up-
per School admission. “We had 
a strong pool of candidates, and 
to have 23 who chose to come 
here is exciting.” 

According to Kalvar, this 
year’s group of incoming stu-
dents spans a wider range of 
schools than that of previous 
years—with students coming 
from parochial and Jewish day 
schools, public middle schools, 
and other independent schools, 
and no more than three students 
coming from any given school.

Drawing from new schools 

“Generally speaking, there are 
a couple of new schools on the 
list—some of the smaller paro-
chial schools, for instance—and 
to be hearing from schools that 
we don’t typically hear from is 
really encouraging,” Kalvar said. 
“I think it’s a nice reflection of 
how we seem to be becoming 
more well-known and educating 
the community about who we are 
a little better, and I think our goal 
is to reach as many communities 
as we can.” 

Upper School math teacher 
Tony Asdourian, who has served 
as a faculty representative on the 
admission committee for the past 

four years, echoed Kalvar’s sen-
timents. “I would like us to have 
a broader demographic,” he said. 
“I view progressive education as 
something that can be very suc-
cessful with a very wide range 
of kids with very different back-
grounds.” 

Noticeable expansion in pool

Despite the noticeable ex-
pansion in the list of accepted 
students’ schools, members of 
the admission committee are re-
luctant to attribute this change to 
any particular cause. 

“Maybe it’s a random fluctua-
tion, maybe it’s due to the out-
reach that we’ve been doing at 
various middle schools,” Asdou-
rian said. “But it’s not like I’m 
sitting here saying, ‘wow, we’re 
getting a lot more of student X 
type.”

According to Asdourian, 
there is a wide variety of reasons 
why students express interest in 
coming to Park. “I wouldn’t say 
there’s a typical response,” he 
said. “I’d say sometimes parents 
or the kids themselves are inter-
ested in finding a place where 
their individuality of thought is 
respected.”

“Sometimes kids will sit here 
and say to me:  ‘I need a place 
where I feel like I can be me. I 
want to be who I am and pur-
sue what I want to pursue and 
not be funneled or told who I 
should be or what I should try,’ 
” Kalvar said. “Sometimes in a 
more traditional setting that’s not 
as valued.” 

But Park’s unique education-
al experience, while enticing to 

many, can sometimes prove to be 
a double-edged sword, because 
it brings with it the challenge of 
explaining the school’s uncon-
ventional philosophy to outsid-
ers who may not understand it or 
who may have false impressions 
of the school culture. 

“There’s still sort of a mis-
conception that we’re not do-
ing serious work,” Kalvar said. 
“For some more traditional folks 
that’s the biggest challenge—to 
think about Park as being a rigor-
ous environment.” 

Visiting is critical

“I think it’s important in the 
admissions process to clearly 
communicate with kids and par-
ents what kind of school we are,” 
Asdourian said. “I’m really eager 
for kids to take in the classes and 
talk to students at lunch because I 
tend to think we actually do very 
well if [prospective] students get 
to see a range of classes and talk 
to [current] students, because 
they get a really good feel for 
the kind of respect and autono-
my they would get at a place like 
Park, which I think distinguishes 
itself as a school in that way.”

Kalvar expressed a similar 
view with regard to parent vis-
its. “I think for parents we get 
to come to campus, we do a re-
ally good job, generally, of ex-
plaining who we are and getting 
them excited about progressive 
education; they think our kids 
are very thoughtful, and they 
feel this energy and engagement 
in the classroom that they don’t 
feel elsewhere,” she said.  “I’m 
confident that once they tour the 

Upper School, they have a good 
sense of who we are. Sometimes 
I think the challenge is getting 
them here.”

Another misconception that 
parents and students often have 
is that Park has no “structure,” 
and many parents will cite that 
as one of the reasons their child 
chose to go elsewhere. 

“Sometimes I’ll get a com-
ment of ‘my child in the end felt 
that he needed more structure,’ 
and then I realize that I need 
to make sure I’m doing a good 
enough job explaining what 
kind of structure we do have—
because we do have structure; it 
just looks different from that of a 
traditional school,” Kalvar said.

“So the data point I would 
take from that is ‘hmm next 
time I see a parent is struggling 
with this I need to make sure that 
I’m showing them ways we do 
support students that feel more 
structured.’  That’s one thing that 
we’re all working on in the ad-
mission office.” 

The right fit

In the end, though, the biggest 
factor in a student’s decision pro-
cess is often that intangible feel-
ing of “fit.”

“Frequently a kid will have a 
choice between a number of ex-
cellent schools, and in the end 
that student just has to pick a 
place that feels best for them,” 
Asdourian said. 

“Sometimes they’ve just felt 
more comfortable elsewhere, for 
whatever reason,” Kalvar said. 

But for the 23 newest mem-
bers of the Class of 2018, Park 

Admission Committee clarifies approach in hopes of reaching new student demographics 

Coll accepts Assoc. Head position at Northwest School

Being present every day, 
all day on campus,  and on 
call 24/7 meant that Peck 
could provide all kinds of 
assistance. 

 “Once when I had car 
trouble, he helped me and 
made sure everything was 
ok,” Chloe Ring ’15 said.

“Bob always kept his eye 
on preserving community,” 
said Traci Wright, US Dean 
of Students.  “He made my 
job more manageable, and 
was also able to help students, 
my colleagues, and me with 
anything that needed to be 
done.  Nothing was too big or 
too small for him,” she said.

In addition to his work at 
Park, Peck has also served as 
the Director of Special Op-
erations and Security for the 
Maryland Independent Ath-
letic Association (MIAA) 
and the Independent Athletic 
Association of Maryland 
(IAAM). 

Peck announced in 2012 
that he would be running for 
sheriff of Harford County in 
the 2014 midterm elections.   

Security Chief
resigns
Peck from p. 1

turned out to be the perfect fit. 
“I really liked the community 

here. Everyone was really nice to 
me, and at other places I shad-
owed that wasn’t as obvious,” 
said Felice Falk, a current eight 
grader at Krieger Schechter Day 
School. “I loved the classes here 
and everything about this place 
just seemed really welcoming.” 

Discussions vs. lectures

“It felt like Park was a lot 
more of an open classroom—
a lot of discussions instead of 
sitting down and listening to a 
lecture,” Stefan Babij, a current 
Jemicy School student, said. 

“Everybody here was really 
nice and I just felt really com-
fortable and at home when I was 
here,” said Cassie Bristow, who 
currently attends Immaculate 
Conception School. “After my 
shadow day when I woke up 
and had to go back to my origi-
nal school I was just kind of dis-
appointed because it wasn’t as 
amazing as Park was.” 
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Naadia Owens
Upon completion of a one-year teacher 

residency program, Owens accepted a po-
sition teaching history at Wendell-Phillips 
Academy High School in Chicago, where 
she has been for the past three years. In ad-
dition to teaching, Owens also acts as the 
founding program director for Wendell-
Phillips Academy’s college preparatory 
program. She received her B.A. degree 
from Northwestern University and her 
M.A.T. from National Louis University.  

The class Owens is most excited to 
teach next year is a new spring elective 
on feminism. She’s hoping that some of 
the students who are currently taking the 
Bad Girls English elective will sign up 
for her course, in order to look at issues 
of feminism through different literary and 
historical lenses. 

Associate Head of School Betsy Leigh-
ton, who oversees the hiring process, 
spoke highly of Owens. “It is clear that 
her buoyant energy and commitment to 
teaching will transfer into great relation-
ships with both students and colleagues, 
and that her classes will be highly interest-
ing, interactive, and stimulating.” 

Students on the history search commit-
tee were equally impressed. “She’s smart, 
excited, passionate and idealistic in a way 
that young teachers and Park teachers both 
are,” Grace Croley ’15 said. “And she’s 
witty and has a good sense of humor, both 
of which are necessary to be successful in 
the Upper School—especially the history 
department.” 

Owens looks forward to her transition 
to Park for many reasons, but in particular 
she looks forward to being in an environ-
ment where students are valued. “I think 
one thing that’s really incredible, but often 
lacking in public education, and is some-
thing in my heart that I hope will one day 
exist for public education and students 
everywhere, is the fact that at Park stu-
dents are empowered and entrusted,” she 
said. “I think that many of my experiences 
with public education, including my own 
high school experience, have not included 
a focus or sometimes presence of these 
values, and they should.”

Carla Guarraia
Guarraia has been on Park’s radar since 

2012, when she was a finalist in the sci-
ence department’s search for a new teach-
er for the 2012-2013 school year. When a 
spot opened up for a new science teacher, 
it was a perfect match. 

For the past six years, Guarraia has 
been teaching Upper School science at 
St. Paul’s School for Girls. Prior to teach-
ing, she spent a year working at a phar-
maceutical company, and before that she 
was doing tissue engineering as a postdoc. 
She completed her undergraduate work 
at Loyola University before attending a 
Chemistry and Biology Interface program 
at UMBC where she obtained her Ph.D. in 
Molecular and Cellular Biology.

Science teacher Julie Rogers, who 
will be teaching the biomedical research 
course with Guarraia next spring, antici-
pates her arrival with excitement. “One of 
the many great things about [Guarraia] is 
that all of her learning and teaching has 
been interdisciplinary between chemis-
try, biology, and engineering. I think that 
because of this she’s going to be able to 
provide students with a lens into science 
that will allow them to pull from multiple 
past and present science classes to gain a 
wider perspective on the ways science can 
connect into a bigger picture.” 

 “She’s going to be a role model, espe-
cially for girls in science,” Leighton said. 
“And she’s all in, regarding her students. 
You can just tell she’s willing to give 
115% to teaching both inside and outside 
the classroom.”

Guarria looks forward to joining the 
Upper School, and is particularly excited 
by the school’s ‘Learn to Think’ mental-
ity. “I’m attracted to the idea of teaching 
students to be good thinkers,” she said. 
“The emphasis of thinking versus memo-
rizing is an important one to make and 
Park seems to do a great job of that. One 
part of that is that I’m currently teach-
ing 9th grade biology and an AP biology 
course and I’m excited to be able to teach 
it to older students more as a way of think-
ing about biology and how it connects to 
students.”

Asha French
French recently finished coursework 

to obtain her Ph.D. in English at Emory 
University and is currently teaching grad-
uate classes there. She holds both a B.A. 
degree in Communications from How-
ard University and an M.F.A. in Creative 
Writing from Indiana University. 

French is an experienced and skilled 
writer and poet with plenty of teaching 
experience—mostly at the undergraduate 
and graduate levels. An area of focus for 
her is girlhood and African American writ-
ing in the late ’60s-early ’80s and the ways 
it connects to the feminist movement.

“Among her strengths, she is person-
able,” Leighton said. “Many teachers were 
drawn to the idea of working with her.”

“We want people to look around and 
say ‘why are you doing what you’re do-
ing,’ and push the thinking of both students 
and teachers further,” English department 
Chair Patti Porcarelli said. “I think [Asha] 
will really be that kind of teacher who 
inspires and pushes the people learning 
around her to dig deeper and think about 
hard questions.”

The class French is most excited to 
teach is performance poetry. Performance 
poetry isn’t something she’s been given 
the chance to explore as much as she’d 
like, so she’s excited to learn about it 
alongside the students. 

One of the things that drew French 
to Park is the diversity of classes. “The 
classes aren’t just English 11, English 12, 
AP English, etc... those aren’t quite as fun 
year after year after year,” she said. At 
Park, the classes seem to allow for both 
students and teachers to have the opportu-
nity to grow, change, and learn with time.” 

Karyn Fisher
Next year Karyn Fisher will be joining 

the Upper School in a brand new posi-
tion: learning resources specialist. This 
position will focus on providing direct 
support to kids, providing developmen-
tal programming to teachers, and working 
with teachers to accommodate different 
learning types in order to make learning 
as accessible to all students as possible.

Fisher has spent the past two years at 
St. Paul’s School for Boys in this same 
position. Before St. Paul’s, she was at Bal-
timore Lab School, and before that taught 
English at Parkville Middle School in Bal-
timore County.

Fisher’s position will be split between 
working with faculty and students, and 
she looks forward to both for different 
reasons. 

“I love Park’s approach to education 
and I’m looking forward to working with 
faculty with such progressive educational 
values,” she said. She also talked about 
the joy of working with students. “My fa-
vorite part of working with students is just 
being with them. I can spend time with 
students constantly—oftentimes I work 
with over 100 kids a week—and yet it’s 
never boring, which is incredible.”

Leighton commented on how clearly 
her values of education resonate with 
Park’s. “I think we were initially a little 
bit skeptical about whether somebody 
who worked at a school as different as 
St. Paul’s could ‘get it’ in regards to 
progressive education and the culture 
of Park,” she said. “However, when she 
talked about what she was looking for in a 
school, her ideas really seemed to clearly 
resonate with Park and what we try to do 
as a school.” 

Student government president Adam 
Lessing ’15 agreed. “She’s definitely very 
knowledgeable in the field of learning re-
sources, and seems like she’ll be someone 
people will have no trouble connecting 
with,” Lessing said. “She’ll be a great ad-
dition to our community.”  

New teachers to join the Upper School 
faculty in the 2014-2015 school year
With the end of the year fast approaching, students and faculty 
are preparing to say goodbye to some teachers and welcome 
others. While searches for math and English teachers are still 
under way, four positions have been filled. by Alexis Hudes’15
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Upper School welcomes guest speakers

Sarah Dewey ‘05 and Tamas Szalay 
‘06 visited as this year’s Millhauser Fel-
lows, speaking about their paths to grad-
uate studies in science and technology in 
assembly and classes throughout the day.

Before earning her B.S. in Geology 
and Geophysics from Yale University 
in 2010, Dewey took a year after high 
school to spend time in the wilderness 
of Wyoming while working with various 
conservation and environmental educa-
tion organizations. In 2012 she enrolled 
in the graduate program at the University 
of Washington School of Oceanography.

Dewey is working on a degree in 
physical oceanography, the study of mo-
tion of water and ice. She works with the 
US Coast Guard for her fieldwork study-
ing Arctic oceanography. She collects 
data by traveling in C-130s with Coast 
Guard members and tossing probes into 
the water just north of Alaska. Dewey 
credits Park with her fundamental values 
as to how she handles herself as a gradu-
ate student, and they also cross over into 
her everyday life.

“I particularly enjoyed Sarah Dewey’s 
presentation—both because I was entire-
ly fascinated by her study and its connec-
tions to our own research in the Arctic 

David Maraniss, this year’s Weinberg 
Resident Journalist, visited Upper School 
April 14. He spent the day giving presen-
tations and hosting sessions with smaller 
groups of students focusing on American 
political culture and Sports and their role 
in our society. As an editor at the Wash-
ington Post, an author of 10 books, and 
the recipient of the 1992 Pulitzer Prize 
presidential election coverage, Maraniss 
served as an experienced yet relatable 
example of an accomplished journalist. 

Throughout the day, Maraniss spoke 
with various groups about what influ-
enced him into becoming a writer, his ca-
reer experiences in both newspapers and 
books, and the future state of journalism 
as a whole. During his assembly presen-
tation, he joked about why he became a 
writer, claiming: “It was the only thing 
I was competent at.” In between witty 
stories about his various experiences as 
a journalist, including his contentious re-
lationship with Bill Clinton (about whom 
he wrote a biography of), Maraniss gave 
advice to students by emphasizing that 
the key to writing was organization. He 
also shared his belief that a writer should 
“Go there, wherever there is” and he en-
couraged students to fully commit to ev-
ery piece they write.

Max Rotenberg ’16 attended the first 
breakout session. “During our semi-
nar, we discussed the political culture 

in America, the two party system and 
how extreme it is becoming, and Edward 
Snowden and how his leaks affected the 
world of journalism. Maraniss briefly 
discussed the future of newspapers and 
explained how he doubts they will con-
tinue to exist in print,” Rotenberg said.  

Leah Smith ’16 attended both the 
breakout session on American Political 
Culture and a lunch with Maraniss and 
other members of Postscript. “David 
Maraniss offered lots of good advice on 
how to handle a difficult story, on finding 
good news, and on the writing process 
in general. He is an incredibly interest-
ing person and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience of getting to learn from and 
speak with him.”

Never before has Park hosted a musi-
cian as the Resident Writer. But on April 
11, folk singer/songwriter Sam Baker 
took the stage for an assembly like no 
other. 

Upper School English teacher Kirk 
Wulf, who was in charge of selecting 
this year’s Resident Writer, is a longtime 
fan of Baker’s work. “The way [Baker] 
writes a lyric is so full of sensory de-
tail, building so skeptically towards the 
main idea,” he said. According to Wulf, 
writing songs is not that different from 
other forms of literary expression. “A 
songwriter, or a  songwriter’s work, is a 
lot like poetry,” he said. “That is, I know 
there is news there for me but in order to 
get at it I have to hold up my end of the 
bargain and tune my ear so that I can hear 
what he/she has to say.” 

Joined by Brooklyn-based indie-
rock band Swear and Shake (Ben Gold-
stein’07, Adam McHeffrey, Shaun Sav-
age, and Kari Spielers), Baker led an 
Upper School assembly, in which he 
played some of his music and spoke 

about his career—in particular, a trag-
edy he experienced that later became a 
source of inspiration: in 1986, near age 
thirty, Baker was on a train in Peru where 
a bomb exploded, causing him numerous 
permanent injuries, and killing people 
right next to him. Overcoming these hard-
ships brought music to him, and ultimate-
ly propelled his career. 

In the afternoon, Baker and Swear and 
Shake offered two workshops: “Building 
a Song” and “Bob Dylan and the Ameri-
can Songbook.” In the first workshop, 
students discussed their musical influ-
ences and Gabby Reamer ‘14 played an 
original song, accompanied by the guest 
artists; the second workshop was about 
Dylan’s influence on the music industry 
and American culture in general. 

“Sam was so encouraging and sweet, 
it made the whole experience really com-
fortable and warm,” Reamer said. “With 
all of that talent came an incredible 
amount of humility.”

“Being around [Baker’s] sound made 
me want to open my arms up to this world 
of people’s stories,” Wulf said.   

T h r o u g h o u t 
the day, Baker en-
couraged students 
to pursue their 
artistic passions, 
and to be resilient 
in the face of ad-
versity. “To be an 
artist, you have 
to be able to fail 
again and again 
without being 
overwhelmed by 
discouragement,” 

he said.  
 

Dr. Cathy A. Small, a professor of 
Anthropology at Northern Arizona Uni-
versity,  spent two days visiting as this 
year’s Resident Scholar, a program spon-
sored by the Parents’ Association. While 
here, Small led an Upper School assem-
bly March 25 and ran two seminars the 
following day. 

In assembly, Small spoke of her time 
conducting research in Tonga, and pro-
vided examples of cultural perceptions. 
She also talked about her study of col-
lege life drawn from her experience giv-
ing up teaching to enroll as a freshman.  
Small published her findings under a 
pseudonym in a book entitled My Fresh-
man Year: What a Professor Learned by 
Becoming a Student.

The first seminar was a simulation de-
signed to teach students about analyzing 
understanding other cultures. Participat-
ing students were divided into two teams, 
and each team was given a description of 

Resident Scholar addresses cultural perceptions

Millhauser Fellows detail paths to grad school

Journalist looks at American political culture

Musician/songwriter Sam Baker performs  
by Clare Peyton ’17

by Hayley Miller ’16what its fictional culture would be. “We 
would send people from our culture into 
the other culture and they would have to 
try and figure out what the other culture 
was,” Josh Schwartz ’14 said. 

After the simulation, the two teams 
got back together and talked about their 
experiences. “We were explaining to the 
other group what we thought their cul-
ture was like,” Rebecca Shapiro ’14 said. 
“The words that we used to describe the 
other culture were through our lens of 
what the other culture is like, and that we 
do that constantly in real life, which was 
an eye-opening moment.”

Matthew Singer ’15 said that the sem-
inar taught him that “it’s important to be 
able to see the other side of the fence and 
to be able to identify with [the cultures] 
rather than think of them as strange and 
different.” 

In the meditation workshop, partici-
pating students took part in food medita-
tion as well as standard meditation.  

and because I was extremely excited to 
be in the presence of a young woman, 
coming from a very similar starting point 
as myself, who has really integrated her-
self into science,” said Naomi Roswell 
’14, an active member of Artic Club. “…
it was remarkable to think that in 7 years, 
my friends and I who are graduating now 
could be doing something equally cool. “

After his Park career Szalay traveled 
cross-country to the California Institute 
of Technology. He worked with a team 
from Caltech to create a self-driving 
car for the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) challenge. 
Currently, he is working on his PhD is 
applied physics at Harvard helping to 
develop nanopore DNA sequencing ap-
paratus.

Szalay explained that Park taught him 
how to ask questions, which prepared 
him for his higher education career and 
will continue to affect the rest of his life. 
It was at Park that he began to build and 
create, where he was known for present-
ing odd assemblies and famously taking 
an entire math test in binary. 

“A lot of what he [Szalay] does now 
interests me, and the assembly in general 
brought up new topics and ideas for stu-
dents to discuss,” Thomas Robbins ’16 
said.  

by Paige McDonald ’17

by Aerin Abrams ’16

Renowned musician Sam Baker spoke about songwriting, and per-
formed  at assembly and two workshops with indie-rock band 
Swear and Shake.

Post editor David Maraniss spoke about 
several books he’s written over the last 
two decades.

photos by K. Kouwenhoven ’15
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In light of recent events, confusion 
surrounding firing of teachers has led to 
speculation and criticism by students, as 
many feel that the administration is not 
forthcoming or consistent in its message. 
This article examines school policy, and 
the lack of transparency, which is the 
heart of the recent controversy.

As soon as teachers arrive at Park, the 
school strives to provide them with the 
support and feedback. According to As-
sociate Head of School Betsy Leighton, 
a New Teacher Protocol was created to 
mentor teachers throughout their first 
two years. This program involves obser-
vations by administration, and midterm 
conversations about the teacher’s perfor-
mance and adjustment to the school. 

After two years, “there is an under-
standing that, assuming everything looks 
great, we’re hoping we’re in it for the 
long haul. So it’s not tenure, but an infor-
mal understanding that we have invested, 
and that we really hope, the relationship 
will continue,” Leighton said. Through-
out the whole procedure, detailed in 
Appendix F of the Faculty Handbook, a 
paper trail of documentation is created, 
which is never seen by anyone other than 
the teacher in question, the division prin-
cipal, and the department chair. 

Administrators developed the system 
after the 2003 Association of Indepen-
dent Maryland Schools (AIMS) accredi-
tation process, in which the school was 
challenged to develop a more formal-
ized faculty evaluation system, including 
feedback from students, other teachers, 
and parents. 

If, during the first two years, a teacher 
begins to struggle, several forms of in-

tervention can be used. Teachers might 
be asked to attend classes, accept extra 
mentoring from another faculty member, 
or meet regularly with the department 
chair and principal. These strategies are 
based on a belief in, as Leighton said, “a 
culture of revision.”

According to Leighton, the strengths 
of this system lie in the fact that it is 
“based on a model of trust, positive ex-
pectations, and a belief that teachers are 
highly competent, want to behave and 
engage professionally, and do what is in 
the best interests of the students.” But 
Leighton added that because the faculty 
administrative evaluation process is new, 
it can be both inefficient and unprofitable 
if it’s not used correctly. Faculty evalua-
tions need to occur on a regular basis to 
be meaningful, and to this end the school 
surveys faculty about the system and re-
views the feedback.

Once the decision has been made to 
let a teacher go, the transition begins. 
The teacher is informed and Leighton 
sends out a message to faculty through 
a transition bulletin. While hiring a re-
placement usually involves a full search, 
in some cases the school may choose a 
candidate who previously interviewed 
for a position.

This system lays out a fair and deliber-
ate process for evaluating teachers. Since 
students do not see much of this process, 
the decision to withhold a contract often 
appears to come out of nowhere. Admit-
tedly, in order to protect the privacy of 
the teacher or administrator involved, it 
is not appropriate for students to know 
many of the details. But while it is im-
portant to respect the privacy of an indi-
vidual, there needs to be more commu-
nication between the administration and 
students.

Park prides itself on being 
“progressive,” and in many 
ways we are. We learn through 
collaboration and projects, rath-
er than just memorization of 
material, we stress open student 
teacher relationships, and some-
times, certain students even opt 
out of footwear. However, when 
it comes to the actual content 
of certain classes, sometimes I 
wonder why our history elec-
tives are so… historical. 

In theory, and even in prac-
tice, we are a very progressive 
school, but as far as material, I 
think our claim to progressiv-
ism falls short. Sure, we have an 
economics course every other 
year that 12 or so people sign 
up for and we have electives on 
things like Theories of Educa-
tion, and Terrorism, but in a lot 

How to fire a teacher
by Julia Gross ’14 and 
Leah Smith ’16

by Nikki Moscow ’14

Do we need to modernize our history curriculum?
of cases, the relevance in the 
course material is lacking.

Of course, I do agree that our 
ninth to eleventh grade history 
requirements are important. Af-
ter all, how are we supposed to 
understand the world we live in 
today and modern international 
relations if we don’t understand 
why things are the way they are?  

What I have come to realize, 
however, is that what may be 
even more important in trying to 
create socially aware and intel-
ligent members of society than 
learning about the past is learn-
ing about our present. While our 
tenth and eleventh grade World 
History classes touched on 
current events maybe once or 
twice a month, their importance 
wasn’t really stressed. 

But while sitting in Jon 
Acheson’s Modern Middle East, 
I wondered: “why doesn’t ev-

eryone know this stuff?” This is 
one of the most relevant and im-
portant subjects of study in the 
world today. Despite the large 
class, each day I was totally en-
thralled by the material, unlike 
I ever have been in a history 
class before. Why? Because it 
isn’t really history. The subject 
matter is modern, significant, 
and pertinent to the scope of the 
world today. 

While Acheson stresses that 
there is not necessarily a par-
ticular “knowledge base” for 
all high school students, adding 
that you don’t necessarily need 
to understand something like 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
to be a successful adult, he does 
say that “it would be better if 
there were more of a focus on 
the Middle East (and Asia) in all 
twentieth century history cours-
es.”  When asked why, Acheson 

added, “because of globaliza-
tion… and so [that] even though 
we are in America, we aren’t be-
ing parochial about it.” This is a 
notion we cannot cast aside.

Not everyone who leaves 
Park is going to become a poli-
tician or international diplomat, 
but isn’t it important to give 
students some context for what 
is plastered on the front page 
of the New York Times almost 
every single day? Isn’t that an 
important pillar of progressiv-
ism? Not just looking towards 
the past and what has already 
been discovered to be true, but 
also looking towards the future, 
and engineering our students to 
be agents of social change, or at 
least educated bystanders to it? 

I don’t think a drastic change 
to the history curriculum is nec-
essary; what we have in place 
is solid, but we need to look at 

This lack of transparency not only 
leaves students with many unanswered 
questions, but also encourages rampant 
speculation. This dearth of knowledge 
causes both teachers and students to be 
skeptical of the process because they do 
not know the source of the decision.  

To combat these difficulties, when a 
teacher’s contract is not renewed admin-
istrators should make a statement to all 
students—not just those directly affect-
ed—about general reasons. This should 
be done as soon as possible after the de-
cision is made to prevent rumors from 
spreading. In addition, students should 
be better informed about the general de-
tails of the process. 

When rumors spread and speculation 
mounts, this does a disservice to every-
one involved. Upper School principal 
Kevin Coll agrees: “I would be very 
open to having conversations about what 
good basic principles about communica-
tion in this school would be.” 

Students should be educated about the 
process of evaluating teachers, and the 
administration should provide clarity and 
be more consistent in its message. They 
should be forthcoming, both about what 
can and cannot be shared, and be explicit 
in dismissing rumors. These steps would 
ensure that students have confidence in 
the reasons for difficult decisions. 

what we are lacking. To live by 
our philosophy and produce the 
types of students who can have 
thoughtful debates with their 
parents and peers over front-
page news, we need to strongly 
emphasize at least a basic un-
derstanding of modern world 
relations 

It’s problematic that we have 
students in the Upper School 
who can differentiate a com-
plex calculus equation, or in-
tensely analyze the writings of 
Aristotle and Plato, but don’t 
know the difference between 
the war in Afghanistan and the 
war in Iraq. Let’s step back for 
a second from working on that 
which has already been solved 
or understood by great thinkers 
of the past, put ourselves in the 
present, and see what we can do 
about today and the future.

cartoon by Tymani Ratchford ’14
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It all started on March 8, 2014 
when Malaysia Airlines Flight 
370 dropped all communication 
over the Gulf of Thailand.  The 
disappearance sparked an inter-
national search for the plane, 
with presumed causes ranging 
from terrorism to mechanical 
failures as the search team began 
the difficult job of sweeping the 
massive search area.  The media 
jumped on the story, carving out 
long blocks to discuss over and 
over in the news, not based on 
fact but speculation.    

Every news source continu-
ously reported the same facts 
with nothing new to share.  Too 
many times I turned on CNN to 
find a detailed analysis of dif-
ferent swatches of blue ocean, 
or looked down at my phone to 
see an Associated Press update: 
“Flight 370 Could Have Flown 

by Grace Croley ’15

by Matthew Singer ’15

There is perhaps no rite of 
passage more honored by 

young, civic-minded Americans 
than that of participating in one of 
our country’s finest institutions: 
voting and otherwise engaging 
in free elections for public office. 
It’s an almost religious experi-
ence in the mind of the national 
collective consciousness, for it 
symbolizes all that is cherished 
and idolized about the States: 
free, peaceful, meritocratic al-
lotment of power, initiated and 
energized by an en-
gaged 

People protest during oral arguments in the case of McCutcheon v. Federal Election Commis-
sion at the US Supreme Court in Washington, D.C., October 8, 2013. 

Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/MCT

populace that’s eager to take an 
active role in their government. 
And thanks to a series of recent 
Supreme Court decisions, citi-
zens will now be able to engage 
the electoral process in a newly 
expanded fashion: pouring boat-
loads of money into campaigns 
of various candidates. Or, at 
least, much larger boatloads than 
was previously legal.

The United States has a long 
and storied history with cam-
paign finance reform, going back 
to the Naval Appropriations Bill 

of 1867, aimed at prevent-

ing candidates from bullying 
campaign contributions out of 
Navy Yard workers. The modern 
era of campaign finance laws was 
ushered in with the passing of 
the Federal Election Campaign 
Act of 1971 (FECA.) Among 
other things, this legislation es-
tablished the Federal Election 
Commission, which is respon-

sible for the 
regulation of 
campaigns in 
national elec-
tions. FECA 
and its ensu-
ing laws also 

established 
limits on 
the size 

of dona-
t i o n s 
t h a t 

for Four Hours After Loss of 
Contact.”  Undoubtedly, Ameri-
cans were interested in this story.  
With no new information, major 
media outlets recycled stories, 
wildly speculated, and hosted 
many so-called experts who, for 
some reason, were being inter-
viewed instead of looking for the 
lost plane themselves.  While the 
media should put out all possible 
stories, it has crossed the line 
when it begins to present theory 
as fact, exploiting an obsessive 
need for answers.

Coverage on CNN was so 
excessive that when BuzzFeed’s 
Dorsey Shaw tallied it up, he 
found that “between 4 p.m. and 
10 p.m. on Wednesday, March 
12, CNN devoted 256 out of 
271 broadcast minutes covering 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370.”  
The coverage of this tragedy 
has brought the term “alarm-
ist journalism” to new heights.  
Many well-known media sources 

caused panic about a story with 
no large effect on the viewing 
audience at all, blowing it com-
pletely out of proportion.    Ma-
jor media sources were so clearly 
capitalizing on people’s fears to 
attract more viewers.  

This intriguing story took 
precedence over other large sto-
ries.  While the disappearance of 
Flight 370 is troubling, the me-
dia has a responsibility to report 
on important stories that people 
should know about, not on what 
became at most a public inter-
est story.  Did you know that on 
March 12, the Canadian military 
fully ended military efforts in Af-
ghanistan?  You probably didn’t 
because on network news you 
would have seen the breakdown 
of yet another blue rectangle.  

While the disappearance 
of Flight 370 might have been 
a captivating story for many 
viewers due to its mysterious 
nature, the coverage was based 

‘The problem with this interpretation is that it ignores the 
fundamental injustice of  equating money with speech...’

on speculation.  Important stories 
that are based in fact, such as the 
escalating situation in Ukraine, 
flew by on the news ticker, while 
CNN anchor, Wolf Blitzer, point-
ed out small, meaningless black 
dots in a vast sea of blue.  

could be given by groups or 
individuals to campaigns; this 
was the point of contention in 
the most recent Supreme Court 
case, McCutcheon v. FEC. The 
plaintiff, Shaun McCutcheon, an 
Alabama donor who had reached 
the limit of $123,200 for aggre-
gate individual donations in fed-
eral campaigns, argued that his 
constitutional right to freedom of 
speech was limited by the FEC 
rules, as campaign contributions 
should be considered a form of 
pure speech. 

The Supreme Court ruled in 
McCutcheon’s favor with a 5-4 
decision, the majority opinion 
written by Chief Justice John 
Roberts declaring, “We have said 
that government regulation may 
not target the general gratitude a 
candidate may feel toward those 
who support him or his allies, 
or the political access such sup-
port may afford. [...] Any regu-
lation must instead target what 
we have called ‘quid pro quo’ 
corruption or its appearance.” 
He even quotes the opinion he 
himself wrote, for the infamous 
Citizens United v. FEC of 2010, 
“Ingratiation and access. . . are 
not corruption.”

The problem with this inter-
pretation is that it ignores the 
fundamental injustice of equat-

ing money with speech: the rich-
er one is, the more speech - and 
influence - one is constitutionally 
guaranteed. It validates the ap-
proach of using money to open 
political doors. FEC donations 
limits don’t result in the disen-
franchisement of massive groups 
of people - in the last election cy-
cle, according to the nonpartisan 
Center for Responsive Politics, 
only 591 individuals reached 
the aggregate individual dona-
tions limit. In fact, the laws make 
some effort to limit the outsized 
influence of rich people in our 
electoral system. 

The ability of an individual or 
a group to buy access to a politi-
cian - regardless of whether it is 
openly acknowledged quid pro 
quo corruption—clearly gives 
disproportionate power to spe-
cific interests with deep pockets, 
a corrupting influence on civil 
servants purportedly working for 
the public good. Apart from al-
lowing even more concentration 
of power in the hands of a few 
oligarchs, this ruling will only 
serve to deepen the disillusion-
ment of the average voter with 
the electoral system, creating a 
vicious cycle of shrinking par-
ticipation in the franchise paired 
with increased contributions by a 
few privileged individuals.

It seems as if money has 
trumped all in this case; the pres-
sures on media outlets for good 
ratings are so extreme that there 
is now a perfect environment for 
this type of story to receive so 
much attention.                      

Supreme Court affirms money does talk in elections

Cable news stoops to new low with Flight 370 coverage

Nate Beeler/Columbus Dispatch/MCT
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As a school, we pride 
ourselves on our pro-

gressivism, sustainability, and 
social awareness. We tell our-
selves that no matter your race, 
socio-economic status, or other 
personal identifier, you will be 
treated equally in our commu-
nity. However, every day we 
encounter, and usually ignore, a 
problem that divides us: parking 
privileges. 

Parking privileges create a no-
ticeable divide between students 
who come from different socio-
economic backgrounds, and with 
too many cars on campus, find-
ing a spot can be frustrating. 

Now let me introduce an 
equally unfortunate problem 

to use communal transportation, 
but give out parking for free as 
a privilege. As a community that 
prides ourselves on our belief in 
environmental sustainability, we 
are always urging members of 
the community to carpool. Pay-
ing for parking would provide an 
economic incentive to ride the 
bus or carpool.

Students and faculty who 
wish to park on campus should 
be required to pay a $500 fee for 
the year. (The current financial 
aid system would still apply for 
those who qualify.) The entire 
$500 from the student fee and 
$250 from the faculty fee would 
be used for subsidizing the bus 
service. This would total approx-
imately $110,000 and reduce 
transportation costs by $1,000 
for the average bus user. The re-
maining $250 from the faculty 
fee would go towards raising 
faculty salaries. 

Those who choose to drive 
would only be paying half of 
what a student pays. However, 
those who decide to carpool 
would be able to pocket the extra 

by Ben Weinberg ’14

How to Write a John Green Novel
  by Peter Coulson ’16

In recent years, John Green—author of The Fault in 
Our Stars and Looking for Alaska, among others—has 
become very popular, along with the genre of young-
adult literature. If you really think about it, you can tell 
that there’s a formula, much like adaptations of Marvel 
comic books or Top 40 songs or sitcoms. You just need 
to figure out what that formula is.

Well, I’ve done the thinking part, and I humbly 
submit this guide to writing John Green novels.

STEP ONE: CHARACTERS

(If your Love Interest is male, substitute the female 
pronouns in the following paragraphs for male ones, 
and vice versa, unless you want the Narrator and the 
Love Interest to be of the same sex, which is totally 
fine.)

There are only two characters you need to worry 
about: the Narrator and the Love Interest. 

The Narrator should be way ahead of the curve at 
his high school. Alternately, you can call him the Au-
thor Surrogate, because you can tell that this character 
is either a facsimile of John Green when he was in 
high school, or what John Green wishes he was like in 
high school.  

The Love Interest should have a semi-exotic name. 
You can always strip-mine Shakespeare for a name, 
but be careful: while Cordelia will work fine, Goneril 
is a no-no. Desdemona you can take or leave.

She must be abnormally beautiful, yet supernatu-
rally smart and clever. Most importantly, she must 

be a total enigma. You should describe her in a very 
specific way, as demonstrated below.

•	 CORRECT: “She was at once wel coming and 
cold, attractive and repellent, at peace and angry. 
She was a walking paradox, a philosopher’s 
dream.”

•	 INCORRECT: “She was pretty.”

The Narrator’s friends should be just like him, only 
slightly less intelligent.

STEP TWO: TITLE

The title should reference either a literary 
work or a critical plot point. If you’re going for 
the former, as with the Love Interest’s name, 
steal from Shakespeare. Here are five examples 
that I came up with:

•	 A Sea of Troubles

•	 Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow

•	 Mortal Spirits

•	 When Fair is Foul

•	 Unworthy Hands

If you’re going for the critical plot point, you 
should wait until you’ve come up with a plot, which 
brings me to…

STEP THREE: PLOT

1. We meet the Narrator.

2. The Narrator meets the Love Interest.

3. The Love Interest (pick one: kisses the Narra-
tor/teaches the Narrator the meaning of life/tells 
the Narrator she loves him).

4. The Love Interest dies.

5. The Narrator spends the rest of the book puz-
zling over the Love Interest and what she meant 
to him. At this point, the book is pretty much 
over.

A FEW NOTES

•	 Put in some funny little observations. Remem-
ber, your lead characters are impossibly smart 
and clever: in other words, they wouldn’t be out 
of place in an episode of The West Wing.

•	 Sneak in a reference to a musical group that 
John Green likes. Inevitably, there will be a part 
where a large group of teenagers drives around 
looking for something to do, and music plays 
on the radio. This is where you prove your indie 
cred.

•	 The Narrator should be the type of person 
who likes to casually talk about long-dead liter-
ary figures, such as the 16th-century poet François 
Rabelais. When you want to sound extra-smart, 
reference a French or German philosopher.

that many families deal with on 
a daily basis: the transportation 
system. According to ex-Head of 
Security Bob Peck, the average 
bus user pays over $1,300 per 
year to use the bus service. This 
money goes towards paying for 
maintenance and fuel for the bus-
es, which totals approximately 
$150,000 every year. 

According to Transportation 
Director Pat Ellington, even with 
this exorbitant price, the bus ser-
vice runs at a deficit. Further-
more, transportation costs can 
be intensely burdensome to the 
families of students who cannot 
afford an extra car and/or gas 
money for a student driver. To 
subsidize buses, student and fac-
ulty drivers should be required to 
pay for parking.

According to the law of sup-
ply and demand, as the price for 
driving to school rises, more 
drivers will decide to carpool to 
school or take the bus. And, as 
the cost for taking the bus is re-
duced, more people will choose 
to ride the bus. 

We currently charge people 

cash. This, according to history 
and economics teacher Bruce 
Hamilton, would “give people 
the proper incentive to econo-
mize on parking.”

Those opposed to this idea 
argue that we already pay for 
parking in tuition, or should 
raise tuition slightly to pay for 
the bus service. But, Park’s tu-
ition is now one of the highest 
among private schools in the 
area. Increasing tuition would 
make us a less viable option to 
many families in the area who 
might choose other institutions 
for financial reasons. It would 
also augment the burden on our 
financial aid system, which is 
already strained.

Driving is a privilege, not a 
necessity. Therefore, a parking 
fee should not be an obligatory 
addition to tuition, but an op-
tional fee. 

Critics of this proposition also 
might find fault with including 
faculty in this system, asserting 
that faculty have lower salaries 
than most wealthy parents, are 
obligated to be at school, and are 

often forced by their schedules 
to be on campus at odd hours, 
which would make the bus ser-
vice tremendously inconvenient. 
To this argument I reiterate my 
proposed solution: half of the 
faculty fee would go towards 
raising salaries. 

In other words, faculty would 
only end up paying half as much 
as students. Furthermore, as fel-
low members of community, 
faculty and administrators should 
partially share the burden of re-
ducing Park’s carbon footprint 
and promoting carpooling.

Creating a fee for parking 
spaces would fundamentally 
strengthen our community. It 
would also make it easier for 
less wealthy students to pay for 
transportation while lowering the 
pressure on the school itself to 
subsidize the bus service.

 Finally, with more students 
riding buses or carpooling, it 
would reduce the amount of traf-
fic experienced in the morning 
and make it easier for students, 
faculty, and visitors alike to find 
parking.

Parking is a privilege that should require an annual fee
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Carol Peacock Kinne began working for Park 43 years 
ago. She had been a camper, then counselor, at Alliquippa, 
a family camp in Maine that was run by a number of Park 
School employees and populated by Park students and 
other kids from Baltimore’s Jewish community.

In 1971, armed with a degree in sociology from Earlham 
College and having taken one course in P.E., “The Theory 
of Football,” Carol was recruited to teach physical educa-
tion at Park.  Head of School Chuck Callanan, who inter-
viewed the young Miss Peacock in a car in the parking lot 
of a private school outside of Philadelphia, hired her to be 
a new “radical phys. ed. teacher who wouldn’t make kids 
run laps if they forgot their bloomers.”  

Just prior to her first year in Brooklandville, as Carol 
and friends were looking over the 1971 Brownie, someone 
pointed out a tall, handsome history teacher and said, “This 
is the person you’ll date at Park.”  Carol and David Kinne 
were married in 1972, scheduling their wedding around 
Upper School teacher Jack Ramey’s Night of Opera. 

Carol stayed with P.E. until 1975, when she left to open 
an antiques business. She returned for a year in 1981 as 
a full-time substitute for Head Librarian Louise Rowles.  
From 1983 to 1995, Carol worked part-time in the library 
doing whatever needed to be done, eventually settling into 
her role as Librarian for Kindergarten to Second grades.  
Granted full-time status in 1996, she concentrated on Kin-
dergarten and First grade, adding Middle School Librarian 
to her job description.

With a new Head of School, Carol revved up her 
involvement in diversity issues, taking on community 
service, guidance, and other Middle School ventures, or 
adventures, since she began to chaperone and coordinate 
trips.  Working closely with Traci Wright, she helped found 
and run both the Partners program and the annual Upper 
School Civil Rights Trip.  Carol was never one to pass 
up an opportunity to follow her passions just because the 
school year ended; she participated in 15 FACAs on race, 
guidance, and community service, among others.

In everything she did—reading trickster tales, illustrat-
ing “same and different” for the youngest readers, teaching 
library research to frenetic Middle Schoolers, running a 
Middle School house, managing advisees (and especially 
their parents) with strength and compassion, organizing 
reading groups, recommending books to individuals or 
teachers, or serving as Coordinator of Community and Stu-
dent Services—Carol gave us everything she had.  She was 
completely invested in kids, academically and socially, and 
forged strong friendships with colleagues. If you walked by 
her office, you saw the evidence: a steady flow of teachers 
from all divisions, current students, and alumni, checking 
in for guidance and love.  She gloried in her more recent 
role as Grandma to Jadyn and Emelia.  

For close to 43 years, Carol Kinne was a force, always 
self-effacing, of positive and profound change at Park.  In 
her last year of life, Carol maintained her school schedule 
as much as she possibly could, no matter how she really 
felt, her warm wide smile reassuring us that she was where 
she wanted to be. Because she was so committed to kids, it 
was particularly painful for her not to be able to join Traci 
and students from three schools on the Civil Rights trips 
for the past two years.  

At the end, in her bright bedroom, as friends and family 
said good-bye, she asked for one thing:  “Make the write-
up really short, and really funny.”  

—Susan Weintraub, Library

Carol Kinne 
Carol Kinne, Coordinator of Community and Student Service, lost her battle with can-
cer on March 9. During her 43 year connection with Park, Carol touched the lives of 
countless students and faculty. Passionate and dedicated to enriching the school, Carol 
left a lasting legacy and will truly be missed. There will be a celebration of Carol’s life 
Sunday, June 8 at 4 p.m. in the theater.

—in loving memory—

Library 1981, 1983-2007.

I have opened Microsoft Word countless times in the past 
few days, just as I am now, to try and find the words to de-
scribe what Carol Kinne meant and still means to me. How 
do I explain a friendship I have known nearly all of my life? 
How do I quantify or describe the lessons she taught me up 
until the last time I saw her? How do I honor a person who 
truly surrounded me and countless other with unconditional 
love? Carol always told me that I could do anything in the 
world if I wanted to, and honestly, adults say that kind of 
thing to kids all of the time. The difference with Carol was 
that she convinced me it was true. I am very thankful for the 
love and strength she shared, because even in her absence, I 
know that her memory will always push me forward. 

—Bradley Williams ’09

A lifetime connection to Park
(Adapted from an appreciation originally written May 

2006 for an annual end-of-year employee party.)

photo courtesy Brownie

My relationship with Carol began before I arrived at Park.  
I first met her when I piled into her family’s maroon Volk-
swagon bus, which we all dubbed the “Kinne Mobile,” to 
carpool with my two older brothers, her son Andrew, her 
daughter Laura, and, at the time, a new Park teacher that also 
needed a ride.  As we clambered into the Kinne Mobile, the 
whole bus vibrated from the motor and the engine sounded 
like it had a cold that would never go away.  However, amidst 
the din and the vibration, Carol would grip the huge steering 
wheel with a wide smile and her big blue eyes, and shout, 
“Good morning, come on in!” She would shout this every 
morning despite the foreseeable yelling, arguing, shouting, 
and playing of all of the passengers on the rides to school.

Carol’s attitude during the early morning commute was 
present in every moment I was with her.  When I transferred 
to Park in the sixth grade, I was placed in her middle school 
homeroom.  Just like in the Kinne Mobile, she would welcome 
me into her room every morning with a big smile on her face.

—Brian D. Katzenberg ’03

Carol’s first Middle School House, 1997. Brian Katzen-
berg ’03 is second from right, just in front of Carol.

photo courtesy Brownie
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Carol Kinne 
Carol Kinne, Coordinator of Community and Student Service, lost her battle with can-
cer on March 9. During her 43 year connection with Park, Carol touched the lives of 
countless students and faculty. Passionate and dedicated to enriching the school, Carol 
left a lasting legacy and will truly be missed. There will be a celebration of Carol’s life 
Sunday, June 8 at 4 p.m. in the theater.

—in loving memory—

Physical Education  1971-1975.

Coordinator of Community & Student Services 2007-2014.

More than anything, I remember finding sanctuary with 
Carol in her office.  Her door was open—always.  Even when 
she wasn’t there she’d let me use her office as a getaway.  
And when she was there, she would offer a bright smile and 
a warm “hello” that set everyone at ease.  Carol was always 
able to relax people, even when the stress of school was at 
its peak and everyone felt it; she always knew what to say to 
help you slow down. 

—Thuy Langrill-Miles ’15  

Carol and Traci Wright watched my grade grow up. Carol 
was the first person to teach me about diversity. I was one 
of the first people to participate in the partners program, and 
she helped me understand why it was important for me to be 
a part of it. In high school Carol was always there for me. 
For my birthday she would always get me a box of Frosted 
Flakes because she knew that was my favorite cereal. I am 
going to miss Carol very much, and Park will not be quite 
the same for me without her.

—Yen Baker ’13 

We had a lot of snow recently, which reminds me of the 
first time I really had a conversation with Carol. I was a first 
grader, and I was pretty new to the library. It was snowing 
then, and while we were looking for books, she turned to me 
and said, “The best way to shovel snow is to shovel beyond 
your own property line.” I’ll admit that, at the time, the mean-
ing was slightly lost on me, but I’ve never forgotten that 
quote. It sticks with me because it’s redolent of the person 
Carol was and what she believed.

—Levi Cooper ’16 

I was fortunate to have a relationship with Carol Kinne 
through almost all of my 13 years at Park. She had played 
an enormous role in creating a community at Park that I was 
eager to be a part of and welcomed me into the Partners 
Program. From those early years up until my senior year, 
Carol Kinne—I always called her by both her first and last 
name—was a constant in my, and my classmates’, forever 
changing experiences at school. I am so grateful for having 
known her and for having been part of communities that she 
so deeply cared for. I will cherish my memories of her forever.

—Rachel Hettleman ’13
 

Carol’s last Middle School House, 2007.

I always remember walking into Carol right before she 
turned into the MS commons and she’d always have some-
thing in her hands and when she saw me she’d give me smile 
and our long conversations would always start with me asking 
what she was up to, and she was always up to something, 
and then we’d just talk about everything and anything we 
had going on.

 —Steven Villacorta  ‘17

photo courtesy Brownie

photo courtesy Brownie

photo courtesy Brownie

portrait by Tymani Ratchford ’14
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Students reflect on experiences abroad 

by Sheridan Merrick ‘15

by Cole Simon ‘16

by Hannah Block ‘15

by Lauren Brooks ‘16

I’ve never been one to journal. I tried 
keeping multiple diaries as a kid, but al-
ways found myself falling behind and 
eventually giving up. So it’s easy to say 
that I was surprised to find myself writ-
ing what could be more accurately de-
scribed as a book than a journal while in 
Paris on the French Exchange.

I didn’t want to forget a moment. This 
trip was full of firsts—my first time in 
another country, my first international 
flight, my first time carrying a debit card 
—and I wanted to remember it all. Every 
evening after a delightfully exhausting 
day of exploring art museums, drinking 
hot chocolate at local cafés, and nearly 
being hit by psycho Parisian drivers, I 
sat down at my desk in my French fam-
ily’s home and wrote every detail I could 
muster.

Would you like to know what I had 
for dinner that Wednesday night? I can 
tell you—roast duck with potatoes and a 
plate of cheese. Interested in how long 
my walk to school was every morning? 
Between 15 and 20 minutes, give or take. 
You could ask about any detail you’d 
like to know, and I could flip through my 
travel journal and find a description for 
you.

And yet through these pages and pag-

es of notes, there seems to be one sen-
tence that sums up the trip better than all 
the rest. Having returned from watching 
the Eiffel tower sparkle at night while 
listening to quintessentially French mu-
sic with my partner and new friend Eu-
génie, I could only think of one thing to 
write. It wasn’t particularly descriptive 
or profound, but it’s the thing I felt the 
most during my whole international ex-
perience: “I’m so lucky to be here.”

I always carried at least three maps 
during my trip to Paris. One from my 
caring host mother, a larger one from my 
careful actual mother, and another out-
lining the intricate public transit maze; 
I’d been warned relentlessly about get-
ting lost. A hand-scrawled map drawn on 
a napkin has hung on my wall since my 
brother’s trip three years ago, warning 

me about the daunting Parisian streets 
and the unhelpful Parisians. 

I knew I was destined to get lost, and I 
was prepared. I’d practiced my “où est le 
…,” and kept my apartment address lam-
inated and in my front pocket. As it turns 
out, every street of Paris did look strik-
ingly similar. We always had the Eiffel 
Tower as our lighthouse and as James, 
my exchange partner, justly explained, 
“if you can’t see it, turn around.” 

The first time I inevitably got lost was 
when I unknowingly wandered out of the 
metro with the wrong group. As a sought 
help from the Parisians, I was struggling 
with the word “droit” meaning both 
straight and right.

It was when I was lost in Paris, and in 
its language and culture, that I felt fully 
immersed. It was especially then that I 
was forced into wonderfully awkward 
conversations with kind florists and terse 
passersby, and could explore the beauti-
ful city. 

I was surviving on the language I had 
only previously known within a class-
room. As long as I pronounced the metro 
stops correctly, I could engage in excit-
ing conversations. 

By the end of the trip, while still oc-
casionally getting lost through the dark 
hallways of the apartment, I’d mastered 
the few streets surrounding James’s 
apartment, and had befriended people 
who’d mastered the rest.

Being an exchange student in Spain 
was one of the best experiences of my 
life. I was able to experience an entirely 
different country not from the lens of a 
tourist, but of a native. My family was 
so nice to me, treating me as if I were 
their own child. Together, we went to 
beautiful old churches and cold sunny 
beaches. Every aspect of Spanish life is 
centered around community and spend-
ing time together. Because of this, ev-
ery store was open until early morning 
hours, and cafés had hundreds of tables 
and chairs outside that were always full 
of chattering friends. I was able to spend 
time with a lot of my fellow exchange 
students’ friends and they were so sweet 
and inclusive. They instantly made me 
feel like I was part of their group and 
they have definitely become some of my 
closest friends. Living with my family 
in Spain was most definitely the best 10 
days of my life. I made lifelong friends 
and will forever have a place in Murcia, 
which I can call home. I have made the 
best memories that I will cherish forever. 

Pears are available year-round in 
Spain, where the climate is always sunny 
and warm. When my host family discov-
ered that pears are my favorite fruit, they 
made sure that there was soon no short-
age of pears.

This was just one of the many acts 
of kindness shown to me by the Span-
ish on Park’s exchange with Colegio San 
Jorge in Murcia, southeast Spain. Over 
spring break, 15 students and two teach-
ers enjoyed touring Spanish architecture, 
tasting Spanish food, and living with a 

Spanish family.
Spain’s long history was included in 

the sights we saw. The exchange group 
visited the Alhambra, an old palace in 
Granada, and the Cathedral of Murcia, 
among other locations. Both of these 
buildings are elaborate pinnacles of de-
sign. Old towns, built on hills that are 
otherwise covered in vast forests, seem 
to be laid out much differently from the 
flat grids of American cities and allow 
for more meandering, which fits in per-
fectly with the Spanish style.

Which is to say: they’re very relaxed. 

One day, on the weekend, my family and 
I went for a walk to see central Murcia. 
We stopped three times to greet friends 
—a far cry from walking down the street 
in, say, New York. Meanwhile, the broth-
ers in fourth and sixth grade in my fam-
ily had hardly any homework over the 
course of a week, while I had brought my 
AP book to read in my free time.

I am currently completely unprepared 
for said AP, but it was a great pleasure 
to fully immerse myself into the Spanish 
lifestyle, even if it was only for a week or 
so. I miss the pears already. 

Paris, France

Granada, Murcia, 
and Toledo Spain

photos courtesy V. Gheorghiu ‘15
Left: Students gaze down into a fish pond at the Alhambra, a Moorish palace in Granada, Spain. 
Right: The Alhambra fortress looms ahead as students walk up an alley with traditional Spanish architechture. 

Students gather on the steps in front of Musée d’Orsay, an art meuseum 
featuring prominent nineteenth and twentieth century works. 

photo courtesy J. Sorel 
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Rob Slade: pushing kids to reach their potential

by Samantha Max ‘14
Sitting on a bright blue exercise ball 

in the corner of the athletic center weight 
room, fitness instructor Rob Slade looks 
intently at a clipboard in his hands. Three 
sophomore boys dressed in t-shirts, ath-
letic shorts, and sneakers are sweating, 
faces flushed as they maneuver through a 
routine of abdominal exercises. “Smile,” 
Slade tells them as they struggle through 
the intense workout. “The world is 
good.” Rob Slade began his career as a 
trainer nearly 30 years ago and has been 
smiling ever since.

Slade grew up in Randallstown, 
Maryland in a family of four. As a kid, he 
dreamed of one day being a Navy diver. 
But when Slade was 11 years old, he was 
diagnosed with juvenile diabetes, a dis-
ease that would prevent him from being 
able to serve in the Navy. 

“Well, when I first got it, they didn’t 
really understand it,” Slade said. “But 
actually, my best friend’s father was my 
doctor. He kind of helped me along—he 
was the one that actually taught me how 
to scuba dive.” Slade refused to let dia-
betes get in the way of his love of div-
ing.  

“After I got diabetes, life kind of 
got real exciting, because I started do-
ing things that they always told me you 

couldn’t do. I became a certified scuba 
diver. I taught scuba diving for 10 years. 
I did commercial board when I was in 
college. I took it as far as I could take it. I 
just never became a Navy diver.”  

 Slade attended Randallstown High 
School, where he had “the best time of 
my life.” After being diagnosed with 
diabetes, Slade started working out fre-
quently, realizing that with exercise, he 
could better control his body and his 
blood sugar. “And I was hooked.” See-
ing the power that exercise could have, 
“that’s what brought me to the job I do 
now.” 

After high school, Slade attended 
UMBC for his first year of college, where 
he was a member of both the wrestling 
and the track and field teams. Shortly 
into the year, UMBC decided to end 
its wrestling program. That same year, 
Towson University introduced a Sports 
Management major, which combined 
the study of physical education and busi-
ness. Slade was immediately intrigued. 

“At the end of the school year of my 
freshman year, I got the unsung hero 
award for the track team, and then two 
days later, I had to tell my track coach 
that I wasn’t coming back, which broke 
my heart. It really did.” However, the 

change proved worthwhile. During his 
time at Towson, Slade conducted “a year-
long research study on physical condi-
tion and firefighter job performance. And 
that’s how I started training people for 
performance.”

For 20 years, Slade trained police 
officers and firefighters in Baltimore 
County, Howard County, the Maryland 
State Police, and an organization called 
the Maryland Police Corps. “I’ve had my 
own business doing this for close to 30 
[years]. So, I’ve been doing it for a long 
time.” 

Slade specializes in training chil-
dren and teenagers, but also trains a few 
adults, “mainly because they’re parents 
of kids that I have working out with me,” 
and has even trained a few professional 
sports teams, including the Baltimore 
Blast. “I stay away from professional 
athletes, because I’d rather focus on the 
kids that need to learn how to play the 
sports and know how to do it faster. I 
don’t want to spread myself out too thin. 
Sometimes I’m already spread a little too 
thin.”

Slade’s days typically begin at 7:00 in 
the morning when he leads a few individ-
ual training sessions with adult clients. 
Next, he travels to a handful of different 

schools to teach fitness classes. “I also 
specialize with special needs children. 
So, I have a school where I teach special 
needs physical education. I do middle 
school phys ed at Boys’ Latin. I do Up-
per School P.E. classes at Garrison, here 
[Park], and then I go back to my gym. I 
train there until 8:00 or 9:00 at night. I’m 
a little bit of everywhere.”

When working with his students, 
Slade focuses on helping them perform 
their skills quickly and efficiently. “It’s 
a matter of getting you to execute your 
skills faster than I can execute my coun-
ter-skills. So, if I’m training an attacker 
in lacrosse, I’m training that person to do 
their attacking skills faster than the de-
fender can do theirs.” 

Slade’s job is not easy. As a business 
owner, he has to attend to the dozens of 
tedious tasks that spring up daily:  “Fix-
ing all the equipment in my gym. Clear-
ing snow from my parking lot the last 
seven times this winter. Fixing a clogged 
toilet.” Slade laughs and then cringes 
ever so slightly. “You know, I don’t re-
ally hate it; it’s just part of what you do.” 
And Slade loves what he does.

“I love seeing kids get better all the 
time. And, especially kids that nobody 
thought would be anything. And real-
izing that everybody has the ability to 
get better.” Slade treasures the moments 
when he sees his students improve. “It 
happens all the time—probably more so 
than it doesn’t. And that’s what I get a 
big thrill out of.”

Slade claims that he neither favors the 
Bruins athletes that he trains nor the stu-
dents in his fitness class here, but he ad-
mits that, “this school is a pretty special 
place.” Slade savors his time spent in the 
athletic center. Surrounded by students 
lifting weights, running on the tread-
mill, and doing crunches on the wrinkled 
foam mats, Slade observes, and his cot-
ton candy blue eyes glimmer with pride. 
“To see you guys do this—the way you 
do it and have such a wonderful time, es-
pecially in this class, is beyond anything 
I could imagine. Highlight of my day.”

‘Don’t be afraid to try. The human body is an amazing machine that improves and 
gets stronger the harder you work it. Nobody should be afraid to work it hard and 
to be somebody that you never thought you could be, because it’s always in you.’

Each season, Slade develops a strong rapport with his Monday and Thursday 
fitness classes. In 2012, Slade’s fitness class, humorously known as Varsity 
Rob Slade, bought matching sweatbands to show its team spirit.

photo by  B. Knobloch ’14

photos by S. Max ‘14
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We thoroughly enjoyed this year’s 
spring production, William Shakespeare’s 
As You Like It (directed by Peter King). 
For those working on the production, it 
was an intense process. Not only did the 
work include rehearsing, it also included 
an English class in which the student ac-
tors analyzed the text. From watching the 
production, it was clear that the actors had 
a firm handle on Shakespeare’s language, 
and understood the subtleties and humors 
of the text. 

The play tells the story of clever her-
oine Rosalind (played by the energetic 
Hannah Blau ‘15). She falls in love with 
Orlando (played by a sensitive and love-
sick Danny O’Rourke ‘15) but is banished 
to the Forest of Arden after her capricious 
uncle has a sudden change of heart. Celia 
(played by delightful Isabel Ingram ‘15), 
Rosalind’s closest friend and cousin, ac-
companies her. Rosalind makes the best 
of her situation and decides to dress up 
like a man and name herself Ganymede. 
Orlando, who reciprocates Rosalind’s 
feelings, happens to be in the forest, too. 
While in the forest, “Ganymede” becomes 
Orlando’s “love tutor.” A strange love 
square forms when Phoebe (played by 
sassy Megan Philippi ‘14), who is des-
perately pursued by Silvius (played by 
another lovesick man, Will MacKay ‘15), 
falls madly in love with Ganymede, who 
loves Orlando, who is in love with the 
female Rosalind. 

The production was filled with physical 
slapstick comedy. It began with a vicious 
fight between Orlando and Oliver (Ian Si-
mon ’15) over Oliver denying Orlando his 
rightful education. This scene was directly 
followed by a wrestling match between 
Charles, a muscle-tee-wearing, jump-
roping pro (hilariously played by Victoria 
Bullivant ‘14) and Orlando, the under-
dog. Both fights were expertly done and 
quite convincing. Court fool Touchstone 
(Radko Bachvaroff ’15) provided constant 
comic relief as well, especially when he 
was making crude advances toward Au-

H. Blau ‘15 and I. Ingram ’15 played Rosalind and Celia, two cousins who journey 
into the Forest of Arden, after Rosalind is banished from Court. 

by Mollie Eisner ’17 and 
Catie Turner ’17

As You Like It: We liked it
drey (Danielle del Rosario ’15), and so did 
courtier Monsieur le Beau (also played by 
MacKay), especially when showcasing his 
extraordinary French accent. 

Every actor in the show showcased the 
play’s innate hilarity in his or her own 
way, while also allowing the weight of 
some of the issues dealt with in the play 
to properly permeate the production. Blau 
made Rosalind’s feisty monologues stick 
out for both their comedic verve and 
insight into Rosalind’s position in her 
society. O’Rourke’s lovestruck Orlando 
and Ingram’s whimsical Celia were also 
outstanding, not only in their humor but 

Duke Senior (R. Shapiro ‘14) enjoys a festive meal in the forest with the lords 
(from left: S. Phillipe ’15, D. del Rosario ’15, E. Cody ‘15, A. Satterfield ‘15).

Touchstone (R. Bachvaroff ’15), Rosalind, and Celia hide as they watch other trav-
ellers in the forest. 

Dressed as Ganymede, Rosalind (H. 
Blau ’15) coaches Orlando (D. O’Rourke 
’15) in wooing, while Celia looks on. 

When our fearless heroines, along with 
Touchstone, entered the forest, the curtain 
was removed, revealing tree-like wood-
en pillars. This, too, helped to establish 
a freer, less rigid environment. Between 
scenes, beautiful a cappella musical inter-
ludes by Wulf, Ellie Cody ‘15, and Alia 
Satterfield ‘15 provided much-needed— 
and quite enjoyable—breaks in the other-
wise nonstop action of the play. 

As You Like It is, in essence, a play 
about the absolute insanity of love. It 
tests the audience on their ability to ac-
cept circumstances. Many things happen 
in the play that the audience could ques-
tion: Rosalind cross-dresses, then pretends 
to court the man she loves. That doesn’t 
add up—Orlando has already said how 
much he loves Rosalind. It’s not like she 
needs him to prove it. So what’s her mo-
tive? Does she have one, or is this just 
Shakespeare creating a conflict and then 
fixing it too abruptly at the end? And why 
doesn’t Orlando realize that Ganymede 
is actually his professed love, Rosalind? 
Also, without Phoebe falling in love with 
Ganymede, how long would Rosalind’s 
charade have continued? How long would 
Orlando be all right with the fact that an 
apparently male forester he’d just met had 
suddenly become something like his sig-
nificant other? And how does everything 

end up so damn well in the end?
The truth about Shakespeare is that to 

enjoy his work, you have to accept what 
he gives you and appreciate every second 
of his crude humor, beautiful writing, and 
charismatic characters—despite whatever 
plot holes there may be. Perhaps Shake-
speare is telling us something in the name 
of the play: As You Like It. Perhaps he’s 
saying believe as much as you like and 
enjoy it. Well, we decided to believe it 
all, and we liked it.

in their more serious moments: Orlando’s 
love for Rosalind felt very real, and Ce-
lia’s no-nonsense (yet also whimsical) 
style lent the show a much needed sense of 
self-awareness. Inside the forest, such in-
play commentary also came from Jacques 
(played brilliantly by Magdalen Wulf 
‘15), a melancholy man never without an 
existential commentary to give. 

The costumes in As You Like It were 
eclectic: it was unclear what time period 
the show was taking place in. In the court 
scenes, clothes were generally more mod-
ern (tuxedos, gowns, converse sneakers), 
while those living in the forest donned 
almost exclusively Renaissance-era garb. 
This created a clear atmospheric divide 
between the two settings: the court was 
constrained by the stresses of modern life, 
while the forest was constrained only by 
the stresses of, well, surviving. During 
court scenes, the set was fairly simple, 
consisting mainly of a curtain of white 
fabric and a handful of rustic benches. 

‘The truth about 
Shakespeare is that 
to enjoy his work, 
you have to accept 
what he gives you’

photos courtesy Shannon Bishop
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Scholastic Art &Writing Awards
The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, which recognize creative teenagers in the 

U.S., has announced its prize recipients. It’s a tough competition, with approximately 
7-10% of more than 230,000 works in 2013 receiving gold keys. Eleven Park students 
won recognition in 2014, including gold key, silver key, and honorable mention. Fol-
lowing are works from the seven students who received gold keys. 

Students who received
 regional recognition:

Art
AnnA Berghuis 
sAshA FishmAn 

Kitty Kouwenhoven 
Jessie LAmworth 

tymAni rAtchFord 
chLoe ring 

grAhAm ruBin 
AdAm stomBLer 

Writing
AnnA Berghuis 

sAm imhoFF 
BAyLor KnoBLoch 
Jessie LAmworth 
LorenzA rAmirez 

tymAni rAtchFord 

Anna Berghuis ’15, Painting: Self-Portrait

Adam Stombler ’16, Photog-
raphy: Waiting

Graham Rubin ’16, Printmaking: Man Of 
The Corn 

Nude Sky

Today you see me chewing glass 
I, embryo, the last baby 
Cherry pancake protoplasm 
Lopped off for the matter 
From black to blue and back again 
Wrapped in summer wool 
Like varying degrees of trash 
Trying to be baked like the sun 
That a boy told me he would buy someday 
Glass you be chewing my sweetie 
Are you still there, Mom?

—Baylor Knobloch ’14, Poetry 

Harás una diferencia 
He awoke to the sun descending behind the mountain range miles in the distance, 

the darkness beginning to engulf him once more.  As he attempted to rise, he gasped 
for air and tumbled to the ground, feeling sharp throbs of pain pulsing throughout his 
body, as though the piercing blades of a blender were incessantly slicing his skull, 
sloshing his thoughts and conscience around inside. A clan of vultures huddled several 
feet away feasting on an unidentifiable decrepit carcass, peeking over at him every few 
seconds, smirking with blood stained beaks.  As he attempted to stand once more, he 
swatted at the cluster of flies that hovered by his ear in the boiling air.  He stumbled 
forwards, each breath of air further parching his desiccated throat.  Every millimeter 
of his body screamed out in protest with each step, yet he trudged on.    Si muriera 
aquí fuera, ella ni sabría que lo intenté, if I die out here, she wouldn’t even know I 
tried, was the thought that repeated itself again and again inside his head.

—Lorenza Ramirez ’14, Fiction (excerpt)

Anna Berghuis ’15, Painting: Thanks-
giving Dinner 

Jessie Lamworth ’14, Drawing: Cinnameinstein
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RayE: I started taking photos of people with projected images of something that 
they’re passionate about or that describes them, to evoke raw emotions and move-
ments from my subject.

JEssiE: My senior show is a compilation of pieces that reflect 
my transition back into artistry and creativity. The collection is 
incoherent in styles and techniques, yet it is interconnected in 
embodying a few of the many inspirations that formulate in my 
mind. I titled my show “Somethings from Nothings” to describe 
the overall journey I have taken in my exploration of art; I had 
no experience with any of the materials, tools, or techniques used 
in my collection, but I created completed pieces out of patience 
and attention to detail.

Josh: These pieces seek to create an intimate moment. 
In different ways, both the dioramas and the photographs 
hold tiny worlds.  (…) These pieces speak about how we 
interact with the world and raise questions about what 
kind of footprint we want to leave, both as a species and 
individually.

ChRis: For the most of my artistic life I have drawn and 
painted human figures, bowls of fruit, plastic lobsters, and 
all manner of stationary objects. In painting these four 
pieces I sought to paint something different—something 
dynamic. Each painting captures a picture that could only 
exist for a fraction of a second.

ViCtoRia: My work is not about humans, but human faces. 
And light.  It’s about colors and shadows: a love story between 
cool and warm skin tones. Painting is like a puzzle to me. With 
each brushstroke—each smudgy block of color—I attempt to 
deconstruct and simplify the human form. (...) The show on the 
wall before you embodies the hours I’ve spent playing with color 
and light (and canvas), eagerly piecing these faces together, and 
hopefully, it brings you some fraction of the wonder this experi-
ence has brought me.

PEtER: My art explores the themes of struggle, mas-
culinity and the human body. I create art for the process. 
The expression of my art is not through the finished piece 
hung on a wall, but from the tedious, exhausting process 
of creating a piece.

MaddiE: My mosaics represent imper-
fection. The glass shards are cracked, the 
hand drawn shapes leave uneven spaces, 
the pieces don’t fit as exactly as those 
from a puzzle, and the images are de-
signed to be abstract. With these imperfect 
placements and movements I can create 
personified images, shapes and designs. 

Rio: My second series, The Glass, is a study of light and darkness and what you can 
convey through silhouettes. (…) I became fixated with the sensuality of women and 
what I could convey with only a shadow.” 

Senior Shows: artists in their own words
The accelerated art elective for seniors, Senior Studio, culminates in the exhibition of each student’s 

own series. This year, the show opened April 3 with a reception for the school community.
photos by B. Knobloch ’14
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English teacher Howard Berkowitz has 
often worked as an actor and director, and 
has also taught classes that combine the 
disciplines of English and theater. This 
semester, his roles as teacher and direc-
tor have worked in tandem: In March and 
April at the Fells Point Corner Theatre, 
Berkowitz directed 4 by Chekhov, a col-
lection of four short comedies compiled 
expertly by Berkowitz himself. Each of 
the plays is by Anton Chekhov, a Russian 
writer of the late nineteenth century, about 
whom Berkowitz is teaching a class this 
semester.

“4 by Chekhov really blew me away,” 
said Jordyn Seidman ’15, a student in 
Berkowitz’s Chekhov class. “Reading the 
plays beforehand really got me thinking 
about the characters, their motives, and 
their behaviors, but I never could have 
anticipated the magnitude of the interac-
tions on stage.”

The four short plays were as follows: 
The Dangers of Smoking Tobacco, which 
features a middle-aged man who ends 
up giving a speech about married life in-
stead of tobacco; The Proposal, in which 
a young man’s attempt at a proposal digs 
up some nasty disputes; The Reluctant 
Tragic Hero, in which a married man 
tells a friend of the chaos that comes with 
balancing a job, a family, and too many 
errands; and finally The Bear, in which a 
grieving widow is visited by a very angry 
man who both argues viciously with her 
and falls in love with her.

A production made up of four separate 
pieces could have felt choppy or sporadic, 
but Berkowitz connected them all through 
the set. Characters often sat in the same 
chair or poured water from the same pitch-

er as a character in the previous piece, 
always in front of the same wall. “As we 
built the set,” Berkowitz said, “we knew 
we had one unit, one performance...and 
once we decided to use the same furni-
ture in different configurations—that was 
where the piece began to cohere.”

The plays connected to each other not 
just in form, but in content. While they 
were all uproariously comedic, they also 
offered a serious view of problems con-
cerning love and married life. “Each play 
deals with the problems of marriage,” 
Berkowitz said. “I don’t know if it’s anti-
marriage or counter-marriage, but I think 
that there are potential cautionary tales 
here.”

“One of my favorite things about Chek-
hov, as a short story writer and a play-
wright, is the way he deals with comedy 
and tragedy,” said Kitty Kouwenhoven 
’15, another student in the Chekhov class. 

“The way Howard directed his plays really 
emphasized both of those aspects. I found 
myself laughing really hard at something 
that a moment later I came to realize was 
utterly depressing for the character.”

Berkowitz’s skill as a director comes 
through in the classroom as well as on-
stage. According to Seidman, he has 
“taken his knowledge of stage design 
and acting into the classroom to help us, 
as students, understand how space and 
behavior really affect the tone of the play.”

Though performances of 4 by Chekhov 
are over, Berkowitz continues to explore 
Chekhov’s work in his class, and the re-
sults seem promising. “After having only 
a quarter of the Chekhov class, I feel like 
I already know so much about him and 
the way he writes,” Kouwenhoven said, 
“but at the same time, the more I read, the 
more unique and interesting his writing 
techniques become.”

They Marched into Sunlight: War and 
Peace, Vietnam and America, October 
1967 by this year’s Weinberg Resident 
Journalist, Washington Post editor David 
Maraniss (See article p.6) brings readers 
back to the world of 1967 through parallel 
storylines and vivid details.  His favorite 
book among those he’s written follows 
two very different stories that Maraniss 
expertly pulls together throughout the 
book.  

On October 17, 1967, the Black Li-
ons Batalion of the 1st   Infantry marched 
into an ambush that killed almost half of 
the American forces.  October 18, 1967 
marks a University of Wisconsin-Madison 
protest that erupted into violence, brutal-
ity, and which led to an all out melee 
with police forces.  President Lyndon B. 
Johnson’s administration brings these two 
competing storylines together.  As Mara-
niss said, “LBJ is the hinge between the 
two events.”  

The book first deals with the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin protests.  The events 
were designed as a protest against a Dow 

Chemical company recruiting program at 
the University of Wisconsin.  Dow manu-
factured napalm, the agent that killed and 
disfigured many Vietnamese soldiers and 
civilians.  He includes excellent informa-
tion on students, such as Paul Soglin, a 
future mayor of Madison, and he also pro-

Berkowitz is teacher and director for Chekhov class
by Philip Merrick ‘15

Maraniss offers parallel stories of war, protest 
by Matthew Singer ‘15

Memoirs mix 
with recipes 
in cookbook
by Park parent
by Melanie Weiskopf ‘15

Some chefs are inspired by ingredi-
ents. Some chefs are inspired by other 
chefs. Park parent Leah Eskin, on the 
other hand, is inspired by the chaos of 
her everyday life as a mother, wife, and 
weekly columnist for the Chicago Tri-
bune. Her cookbook, Slices of Life, is a 
collection of columns that she’s written 
over the years.

The recipes in Slices of Life are writ-
ten to meet the needs of every situa-
tion. From post-ER roast chicken to 
chocolate chip parenting, there’s a sto-
ry behind each meal. As she explains 
throughout the book, life is hectic; when 
things get complicated, the best thing to 
do is to turn to the food that makes us 
feel the most at home. 

“I cook for sustenance, for solace, 
and for joy,” writes Eskin. So whether 
there’s commotion in the kitchen or 
havoc in the household, Eskin’s result-
ing culinary creations are sure to be ex-
actly what one needs the most: comfort.    

In addition to the eccentric mem-
oirs that delight the reader with every 
turn of the page, the food in Eskin’s 
recipes is delicious as well. After a few 
trial rounds of cooking, your humdrum 
kitchen will turn into a full scale french 
bistro, or a pasteleria al fresco. And 
whether you like the simplicity of choc-
olate chip cookies and mac n’ cheese, 
or the complexity of cassoulets and fo-
caccias, there’s a recipe for everyone. 
Whatever you choose to cook, Eskin’s 
carefully crafted delicacies will have 
you melting on the inside in no time. 

Eskin’s relationship with food in the 
midst of everyday life has resulted in 
a cookbook that’s worth every penny. 
Slices of Life is inspired by the puzzles 
of daily existence that readers can relate 
to in their minds, but also through their 
stomachs. 

vides keen insights as to how a peaceful 
sit-in turned to violence:  he writes about 
the campus police chief and the poor train-
ing of many of the Madison police of-
ficers, then about the beatings issued and 
tear gas thrown.  While never equating 
the demonstration to combat in Vietnam, 
Maraniss does a great job of showing the 
parallels.

In the next part of the book, Maraniss 
writes the story of the ambush that killed 
61 Americans.  The Black Lions were sta-
tioned at Lai Khe, just north of Saigon. 
The 1st Regiment of the People’s Army 
of Vietnam was also in the area.  Mara-
niss describes soldiers like Col. Terry Al-
len Jr., commander of the Black Lions.  
He writes about the hero of the story, Lt. 
Clark Welch, commander of Delta Com-
pany, and even about Col. Vo Minh Triet, 
commander of the 1st Regiment of the 
People’s Army of Vietnam, with intimate 
detail.  He writes of heroes and the strug-
gle within every soldier.  

Maraniss’s epic story of war and peace 
still rings true today, bringing to mind 
LBJ’s most important question, “How 
are we ever going to win?”

In The Bear, one of four short plays by Chekhov directed by English teacher 
Howard Berkowitz, Smirnov shows Popova how to use a gun for a duel. 

photo courtesy Rachel  Blische
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This season was one of mixed emo-
tions for the Boys’ Basketball program. 
The JV team capped off an undefeated 
season with its third consecutive MIAA C 
Conference championship, defeating Key 
School. On the flip side, the Varsity team, 
which had a core group of starters return-
ing for their final season, fell to Gerstell 
Academy in its first playoff game.

Both the success of the JV team and 
the disappointment of the Varsity season 
have led to crucial changes in the pro-
gram. Gary Block, who has led the Bruins’ 
JV team to championships the past three 
seasons, will be making the transition to 
Varsity coach. Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor Dia Clark ‘06, who has been coach-

ing with Block and will continue to do 
so at the Varsity level, said that “Gary’s 
approach to preparation and his never end-
ing dedication to getting the most out of 
the players [are] what stood out as votes 
of confidence for him being the person 
for the job.”

Guard Jason Gelblum ’15 added that, 
“He’s the kind of coach that when you’re 
on his team, you feel like he’s your second 
dad. He instills a family like atmosphere 
into his players and into his team.”

Block will be replacing Derrick Lar-
kins as head coach. Larkins, who has had 
experience at the collegiate level, made 
the transition from coaching the Bruins’ 
JV team to the Bruins Varsity before 
the 2012-2013 season. Since Block and 
Clark will be vacating their positions as 

JV coaches, the school will need to hire a 
new JV coach.

The process for making the changes 
involved both the Athletic department and 
the players. Clark, as Assistant Athletic 
Director, said that his job was “to pro-
vide any insight I could to [Athletic Direc-
tor Ridge Diven] whenever I was called 
upon.” He added that “as with any season, 
we had conversations to get a feel for what 
the players’ opinions on the season were 
and that was the role the players played 
in the process.”

These coaching changes have also 
come at a time of transition for the Var-
sity team, which will be graduating three 
starters who brought leadership, size and 
physicality to the court this past season: 
Idris Mitchell, Francesco Porcarelli, and 

Block replaces Larkins as head coach for Boys’ Varsity Basketball

by Jack Sheehy ’17 Jack Curley.
A new group of players, who have al-

ready built relationships with Block and 
Clark, will join existing players on Var-
sity, led by rising seniors Jair Williams, 
Jelani Robinson, and Jason Gelblum. 
“Looking ahead to next season, with the 
coaching changes that were made in the 
program,” said Gelblum, “it should be a 
very successful season, but not without 
hard work and concentration.”

While success at the JV level doesn’t 
guarantee Varsity wins, Clark noted the 
benefits that experience can bring. “When 
presented with a challenge,” he said, “[it 
is important] to relax and identify the 
simple, small things that have brought 
you success in the past, and then go out 
and execute them.” 

Assistant Athletic Director Dia Clark ’06 also moves from three-time championship JV team 

dan Abel ‘16 “has been one of our steadi-
est players,” said Mallonee. “He’s great on 
ground balls, his field sense is excellent 
and, this year, he is starting to score for 
us.”

Hank Zerhusen ’16 has also played 
a large role on the field. Mallonee said, 
“Hank is a guy who looks to score. He has 
perhaps the best outside shot on the team, 
certainly the best shot of all the midfield-
ers, and when he unloads it, it’s tough to 
stop.” 

Steven Villacorta ’17 was also been es-
sential to the team’s success, taking the 
majority of the team’s face-offs. 

J. Curley ’14 cradles against Friends School. 
The Bruins won 9-8 April 9.  

by Sara Lerner ’15

Boys’ Lacrosse falls short of playoff spot

Throughout the season, the team has 
faced both defeats and triumphs. After be-
ginning the season with two losses against 
Saints Peter & Paul School and Gerstell 
Academy, the team came together and 
won five consecutive games against Gle-
nelg Country School,  St. John’s Catholic 
Prep, St. Vincent Pallotti, Friends School, 
and John Carroll before falling to Arch-
bishop Curley twice.

Last year, there were only seven B con-
ference teams so the top four advanced 
to the playoffs. As fifth seed, the Bruins 
narrowly missed the playoff berth. This 
year, three teams moved up from the C 

photos courtesy L. Ramirez ’14 and A. Balachow ’14

H. Zerhusen ’16 attacks against St. John’s Catholic 
Prep on the way to an 8-6 win.

The 2014 Lacrosse team picked up steam as the season progressed. This year, the Bruins were in the Red Division of 
the B Conference and ended the season with a loss to Gerstell Academy 10-12.

conference and no teams moved out of 
the B conference, forcing it to split into 
two divisions, Black and Red. 

Unfortunately, Park was placed in the 
Red division, which includes two-time 
defending conference champions Saints 
Peter & Paul School and the only unde-
feated school in the conference, Arch-
bishop Curley. 

The Bruins’ season came to a close 
May 7 in what was a heartbreaking defeat, 
squaring off against Gerstell Academy 
in what was a “play-in game” for a first 
round match up against Friends School. 

In the end, a lack of ball possession 
is what plagued the Bru-
ins, who endured several 
devastating turnovers and 
struggled to clear the ball 
at times. The team did not 
take a single shot in the 
third quarter. 

The Bruins never gave 
up, though, and as the 
deficit loomed larger and 
larger, Park mounted one 
final come back, cutting 
the lead to two goals with 
1:37 to play. 

As Gerstell won the fol-
lowing face off and then 
drew a quick slashing pen-
alty, Park’s fate was practi-
cally set, and the team lost 
10-12. 

The 2014 Boys’ Lacrosse team (7-6) 
was filled with energy and excitement. 
This team contained a valuable mix of 
upperclassmen and underclassmen, shar-
ing key leadership responsibilities, which 
is crucial to the team’s future. The team’s 
high intensity and determination have 
contributed to the successful outcomes 
of most of their games. 

Much of the success is credited to 
strong leadership from the team captains. 
Attacker Francesco Porcarelli ‘14 leads 
in ground balls, assists, and scores while 
goalkeeper Justin Wyda ’15 has had more 
than 15 saves in multiple games. Accord-
ing to Porcarelli, “[Wyda] commands the 
defense and is listened to in the huddles. 
It’s definitely been an honor and a plea-
sure being his co-captain.” 

“We would not be where we are with-
out those two guys playing as well as they 
are,” longtime lacrosse coach Lucky Mal-
lonee said.

Other upperclassmen continue to excel 
on the field. Daniel Shasho ‘14, Jack Cur-
ley ‘14, and Ben Busch ‘15 are meshing 
well on defense. Starting attacker Nick 
Weinberg ‘14 has also been playing very 
well, and scored a personal best 
of five goals against Friends 
School, leading to the Bruins’ 
first victory over the Quakers 
since 2010.

Underclassmen also played 
vital roles in this year’s success. 
Porcarelli said that one of the 
standout features of this year’s 
team is the “mix of experience 
and youth.” Eli Friedman ‘16 
was a starting attacker and the 
second leading goal scorer. Ac-
cording to Wyda, Friedman has 
“stepped up in immense ways 
on attack and provided a much 
needed scoring threat.” 

Other underclassmen have 
been critical this season. Since 
the middle of last season, Jor-
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Next year, the athletic department plans 
to implement coach evaluations to ensure 
positive growth for the program. Similar 
to the classroom teacher evaluations that 
all students fill out each semester, coach 
evaluations would focus on technique, 
teaching ability and team comfort. The 
goal is to emphasize the department’s 
value on teaching and the student-athlete’s 
experience. 

Co-curricular activities like school 
sports are an extension of the classroom, 
and therefore, coaches also share the 
same responsibilities that teachers have 
in the community: to educate and provide 
good experiences for the student-athlete. 
Athletic director Robin Cardin Lowe ‘84 
explained that both Head of School Dan 
Paradis and Upper School Principal Kevin 
Coll thought a process similar to teacher 
evaluations could be useful for coaches.

These evaluations would be done not 
only to improve the areas in which coaches 
are less experienced, but also affirm what 
is working well or what their strengths are. 
Any critiques would be used to modify 
coaching techniques in a way that helps 
student athletes develop not only in their 
sport, but also develop in character.

One problem with evaluations is 
that not all coaches are accustomed to 
a progressive educational environment 
in which students participate in assess-
ment of faculty. This means that qualified 

coaches may see the intensive evaluation 
as off-putting, and these evaluative prac-
tices could turn off potential hires and 
make current staff harder to retain. 

“Many of our coaches are outside 
coaches and asking them to go through 
an intensive evaluation is going to be a 
deterrent in keeping them,” Lowe said. “I 
think in-house coaches would appreciate 
and expect the standard, but I’m not sure 
about outside coaches.”

Max Rotenberg ‘16 has experience 
evaluating coaches. “At my old school, 
coaching evaluations were implemented 
at the end of every season,” he said.  “It al-
lowed everyone to reflect on their athletic 
experience that season and weigh both the 
positives and negatives of their coaches.”

 “I don’t think that these evaluations 
would be beneficial and instead I actually 
think they could potentially cause more 
problems for the team dynamic,” Jake 
Palumbo ’15 said.  “I feel that there is a 
difference between the classroom atmo-
sphere and the feeling on the playing field.  
On a sports team it is usually a closer knit 
‘family’ of kids and it is my belief that 
issues, concerns, or comments should go 
through the captain(s) and then be brought 
up to a coach.”

One would hope most concerns were 
handled this way in the past, but unfor-
tunately, not all team members are com-
fortable approaching their captains—as 
farfetched as that may seem. Moreover, 
these evaluations also present the oppor-

tunity to tell coaches about team dynamics 
they may not be cognizant of. Dynamics 
which a team member might not wish to 
talk about with a fellow teammate, captain 
or not.

So while athletes should always feel 
like coaches appreciate their opinion, pro-
viding the vehicle of a formal assessment 
form to draw out these ideas is helpful. 

These assessments would first be used in 
Upper School athletics and, if the response 
is positive, may migrate down towards the 
other divisions, as well. 

In the end, Lowe notes that these evalu-
ations will “show we value the teaching 
and our student athlete’s experience. It 
would also show a confidence, maturity 
and composure of our coaches.”

by Idris Mitchell ’14

Evaluation process to include coaches 
Students, used to mid-course teacher assessments, will do the same for athletics staff

Just north of Chicago, a saga is unfold-
ing that has the potential to change col-
lege sports forever. In March, members of 
Northwestern University’s football team 
submitted a proposal to the National La-
bor Relations Board (NLRB) to form a 
players union. This was the first-ever at-
tempt at unionization by a group of NCAA 
student-athletes. 

In a turn of events that surprised many, 
the regional office of the NLRB approved 
the request, paving the way for an April 
25 vote amongst scholarship Northwest-
ern football players on whether or not to 
unionize. 

Naturally, the University and the 
NCAA fought this decision, appealing it 
in a case that will now head to the NLRB 
in Washington, meaning we won’t know 
the results of the vote for several months. 
NCAA and university officials make the 
case that student-athletes are not specifi-
cally paid by universities to participate 
in varsity sports. They are not listed or 
qualified as employees, and thus should 
not be treated as such.  

So what’s the big deal? The idea that 

by Evan Semenza ’14 unpaid college athletes could be treated 
as employees of an institution seems at 
first nonsensical, but there’s some com-
pelling logic behind the players’ decision 
to unionize. Many athletic scholarships 
are contingent upon a player’s remaining 
on the varsity team. If a player sustains a 
serious, season-ending injury, he can be 
removed from the team. In this case, the 
player risks losing his scholarship, and 
thus being unable to continue to pay to 
attend the school. 

If the NCAA’s appeal is rejected, 
unionizing effectively solves this prob-
lem as it provides players, as employees 
of their university, with combined work-
place injury compensation and unemploy-
ment benefits of sorts: if a player is unable 
to remain on the team due to an injury, he 
could receive healthcare compensation 
from the university to help recoup the lost 
scholarship money. 

If Northwestern University’s football 
team is allowed to unionize, an important 
and historic step will have been taken in 
the fight for the fair treatment of NCAA 
student-athletes. If the NLRB recognizes 
Northwestern football’s union as valid, 
there will be virtually nothing stopping 

athletic programs at universities from 
forming players’ unions of their own. 
These unions will then be able to attempt 

to acquire rights that many have been say-
ing for decades that the NCAA should be 
granting its players. 

Kain Colter, a quarterback who completed his college football career in De-
cember, announces that several Northwestern football players wish to join a 
labor union. Players voted April 25 on whether or not to unionize.

Antonio Perez/Chicago Tribune/MCT

Northwestern University players cast historic vote
Sports Commentary

cartoon by Beth Weissman ’14
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The sky’s the limit
by Zach Wetzler ‘14

Wetz Up?

All good things must 
come to end. In sports, 
all athletes face a ‘de-
cline’ when aches and 

pains become more severe and the talent 
they used to possess begins to dwindle. 
Retiring from something you love is al-
ways difficult—just ask Ray Lewis.  

As my time runs out and my word 
limit continues to drop, I would like to 
thank you, my readers, for making me 
feel the same way as these great athletes. 

Although I was never the one being 
featured for record setting performanc-
es on the field, I have always felt like a 
strong part of the sports news. Maybe it’s 
the embarrassing photo, one of editor-in-
chief Baylor Knobloch’s many ‘great’ 
ideas and one of my worst nightmares. 
This photo started something of an un-
fathomable trend: to many, my name 
is no longer Zach, and suddenly “Wetz 
up?” became a common question of cour-
tesy in the hallway. 

Believe it or not, I have not always 
been this sports-addicted columnist. I ac-
tually nervously joined Postscript at the 
end of my sophomore year. Much out of 
character to a 16-year-old, I leaped out of 
my comfort zone and joined something 
completely foreign. 

I  remember my first day of high 
school very well. Jamie DeMarco ‘11 
walked onto our theater stage barefoot in 
his cut-off shorts, and gave a speech that 
truly hasn’t set in until now. DeMarco 
spoke of making new friends, being ad-
venturous, and rebelling: all themes that 
were immediately filed in the back of my 
consciousness, forgotten. But, now as my 
four years come to a close, I tend to think 
of this speech differently. It may have 
been the perfect guide to high school.

For any eighth grader reading this, 
here is my unsolicited advice: take ad-
vantage of every opportunity. Join the 
beekeeping club, go to every Gold-
soundz, spend a summer in the Arctic. 
Next, form a relationship with every one 
of your classmates. One of the things I 
regret the most is that there are some stu-
dents that I haven’t talked to since Lower 
School. Even if it’s a casual hello, or that 
one inside joke you share, cherish that 
relationship—it may be gone soon.

And most importantly, never, ever, 
under any circumstance be normal. We 
all have many quirks. For instance I 
read the sports section of the Baltimore 
Sun in the library every day, and I fre-
quently jam out to ’80’s and ’90’s R&B. 
Never hesitate to do something because 
it’s ‘weird.’ In the words of ’90’s rapper 
Biggie: “Stay far from timid. Only make 
moves when ya heart’s in it and live the 
phrase ‘sky’s the limit.’”  

It was just a year ago, on May 11, 2013, 
that Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse captured the 
IAAM B conference championship title 
with a resounding 15-12 victory over 
Friends School of Baltimore. The 2014 
season has, however, brought new chal-
lenges for the Girls’ team, one of which 
was the loss of 10 pivotal seniors.

“Graduating 10 from our team last year 
certainly leaves us many gaps within our 
defensive, attacking and midfield units,” 
head coach Robin Lowe ’84 said.  “I like 
to think of last year’s championship as 
last year’s championship. We do not want 
to rest on our laurels and assume we will 
be back in it again next year, for this is 
certainly no guarantee.” 

“It was somewhat strange going into 
the season having lost the majority of our 
starting team,” captain Sara Lessans ’14 
said. Many underclassmen have now been 
forced into key roles, and fortunately, 
young players have embraced the oppor-
tunity. “Sophomores and freshmen are 
really stepping up this year and playing 
critical roles on both offense and defense,” 
Lessans said.

“Despite being young and inexperi-
enced in a few positions, this team has 
proven to have an explosive offense and, 
at times, a smothering defense. We play 
with an intensity of which I am proud,” 
Lowe said.

“Being one of the younger players 
on the team, I’ve learned a lot in a short 
time,” defender Eliana Sakin ’17 said. 
“Our team as a whole has really come 

together, and the older players have been 
really helpful in games and in practices.”

While the younger players have done a 
superb job stepping up, the team still pos-
sesses weaknesses. “This year’s team has 
a very different make up from last year and 
it is still trying to find its identity. We are 
talented and quite strong—we just have 
not established our identity,” explained 
Lowe. Playing consistent lacrosse seems 
to be the squad’s Achilles heel. “Consis-
tency is what we are lacking and I hope in 
time that will sort itself out,” Lowe said.

Despite these issues, Natalie Rudin 
‘15 is still confident in the girls’ ability to 
persevere. “We aren’t as decisively domi-
nant in our division as we were last year, 
but we definitely do have the ability as a 
team to be really successful this season 
and contend for another championship. 
Because our team is really young we are 

Girls’ V. Lacrosse misses out on 
back-to-back championships
by Justin Wyda ’15

IAAM B Conference games included Mercy (above) April 2 and AACS (bottom) 
April 17. 
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still figuring out how to work as an effec-
tive unit, but we are definitely improving 
game to game and we hope to be ready by 
the postseason.”

The team’s season came to an end to-
day as the girls lost 15-9 against bitter 
rival Friends. The team had beaten Seton 
Keough May 5 in the first round of the 
playoffs but were unable to move past the 
almost perfect Quaker team. Park kept the 
game close, fueled by multi-goal efforts 
by Lessans and Rudin, but it seemed as if 
Friends was never flustered. Lexi Kuntz 
’15 was also instrumental between the 
pipes; it may have gotten ugly with out 
some great saves. Friends started out the 
game on a 4-0 run and never looked back. 
This is yet another chapter in the Friends-
Park rivalry. The two teams seem to meet 
every year, frequently in the finals. Maybe 
they will again next year. 


