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Senators push for change after losing bid for extending candidacy deadline
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Last Wednesday, students
revolted against the administration and current student government.
These students, calling themselves the Student Revolutionary
Front (SRF) denounced both the
current government and its council elections as misrepresentative
of the student body and its will,
and demanded that a new student
run government be formed without involvement of the administration.
Student council elections continued as planned in spite of expressions of discontent from the
SRF; voters elected sophomores
Iman Williams and Ben Miller
President and Vice President, respectively. No further action has
been taken by either the SRF, the
student senate, or the administration since the elections Thursday,
April 28.
The SRF was created by Senator Nikku Chatha ‘12 Friday,
April 22.

Chatha created the group after a senate meeting Wednesday,
April 20 in which the senate decided not to extend the registration deadline for the offices of
President and Vice President.
This left Williams and Miller

unopposed, as they were the only
two students to register before
the deadline. The deadlines for
the positions of Treasurer and
Secretary were extended, as
nobody had registered for these
offices.
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Urged on by council members seeking change, several eighth
grade students ventured into the Upper School hallway to
sign a petition signifying a lack of faith in the current government.

At the April 20 meeting,
Chatha, unable to run for President after missing the deadline
for candidate registration, argued
for the extension of the deadline.
“During [the meeting], Peter
Warren said that trying to change
the rules of the election while
people had played by the rules
was fundamentally a bad thing,”
said Chatha. “I realized that he
was right, and a few days later
decided to do what I should have
done all along: form a new government where we didn’t have to
change the rules, but just write a
whole new set of rules.”
Of the 18 senators who were
active in student government
at the time, 12 were present at
the senate meeting. Three voted
to keep the deadlines for President and Vice President as they
were, two voted to extend them,
and seven senators (including
Chatha, Acheson, Long, and
Miller) abstained, meaning that
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Bruins take their day in court
by Adam Kelmenson ‘11
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Appreciations of Monica West
and John Roemer, a close
look at the school’s reputation in the community, and
rethinking homework.

For the second time in the
program’s 11-year history, the
Bruins won the Maryland Mock
Trial High School Championship, defeating Richard Montgomery High School April 15.
After beginning the season in

January with two low-stakes
preliminary matches, the team
won five consecutive singleelimination matches at Towson
Courthouse, earning the title of
Baltimore County champions.
One week after defeating
St. Mary’s Ryken of St. Mary’s
County, in the State quarterfinals,

the team travelled to Annapolis, beating Bishop Walsh High
School in the semi-finals April
14 before winning the championship match the following day.
Along the way to the championship round, the Bruins surpassed 130 other teams. In doing
so, they upheld a recent tradition
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Reviews of Hanna and an interview with Professor Snape.

Sports..........pages 14-16
A detailed explanation of
college recruitment, and
response to a recent squash
article.
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The Mock Trial team joined in a huddle to celebrate its victory April 15. This marks the
school’s second state championship title in the past 11 years.

of success: this year marks the
fourth County Championship
and the second State Championship title.
The program’s rise to the top
was sudden, and comes largely
from Coach Tina Forbush’s hard
work. Forbush, who is also the
Director of College Counseling,
devoted large chucks of time
after schools to practicing with
the team.
Mock Trial relies both on the
performances of lawyers and witnesses. “It’s acting,” said Senior
witness Laura Edelman.
“Jacob Potash [‘14] played
a distressed father and played it
well,” said Assistant Coach Tony
Asdourian. “One of the hardest
things is handling the intensity
of an aggressive cross-examination, but all of the witnesses did
a good job of staying calm and
in character.”
According to Asdourian,
Quinn Salditch ’13 also played a
witness. In her persona, she was
very innocent, calm, and nonconfrontational. Her followthrough of the team’s strategy
made the lawyer for the defense
seem overly aggressive.
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Journalist Cooper
paints rich picture of
White House press

by Emma Grosss ‘11 and Alec Ring ‘11 Cooper’s childhood with Eunice and their
separation in 1980 after a violent military coup forced the family to move to the
When New York Times White House United States. Eunice was left behind.
Correspondent Helene Cooper took the
Cooper’s family settled in Knoxville,
stage, “the auditorium was silent; every- Tennessee where “the American kids
one was on the edge of their seat,” said didn’t know what Liberia was,” she said.
Sophie DeFries ’11. “She was one of the “I would sit in the library and write letters
most captivating speakers I have ever to Eunice.”
heard.”
She took comfort in watching NBC
Cooper visited Monday April 11 as the news each night. “Behind the reporter
2010-2011 Weinberg Resident Journal- was a Liberian Flag; I thought that was
ist. During the morning assembly Coo- really cool,” she said. NBC reported on
per addressed the entire Upper School, the military coup destroying Liberia.
and revealed that the title of White House
“This was all new to me,” Cooper said.
Correspondent, is but a piece of her per- “I knew I wanted to go into journalism
sona.
because the report“[During the
ers knew what was
assembly] Helene
happening. [After the
shared her fascinatcoup] I never wanted
ing, terrifying and
to be surprised like
extraordinary back
that again. I wanted
story,” said Max
to be the first to know
Berner ’12. This
what was going on.”
“back story” is the
After working on
subject of Cooper’s
her high school newsmemoir, The House
paper, Cooper went on
on Sugar Beach: In
to study journalism at
Search of a Lost Af- Cooper’s byline appears frequently the University of North
rican Childhood. on the front page of The New York Carolina. Her first job
Cooper was Times, as it did April 21, 2011, and as a reporter was at the
born in Monrovia, on the morning of May 2, when she Providence Tribune.
Liberia into an af- reported on the death of Osama bin As her career took
fluent and powerful Laden.
off, “I began shedding
Liberian family demy Liberian identity,”
scended from freed African slaves. When Cooper said. “I associated Liberia as a
Cooper was seven, her father built a man- place where people died.”
sion on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean.
In 1992, she took a job with the Wall
“For the first time, I had my own room,” Street Journal. During her 12 years there
said Cooper. “But I was afraid to sleep by she covered an array of subjects including
myself. I was convinced that spirits and trade, politics, race, foreign policy at the
rogues and African witch doctors were Washington and Atlanta bureaus, the Eugoing to come and get me.”
ropean Monetary Bureau from the London
Cooper’s parents did something that bureau, and international economics.
was common in Liberia at the time; they
While covering the war in Iraq for the
adopted a young girl to share Cooper’s Journal, Cooper was in a humvee acciroom. Eunice became her sister.
dent. She told the audience that as she
The House on Sugar Beach chronicles was waiting to be freed from the crushed
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During two break-out seminars, Cooper went into detail about the life of a
reporter. She focused on recent developments in the Middle East, and the
demands of covering President Obama as a White House Correspondent.

“From 12 a.m. Sunday to
12 a.m. the next Sunday
I’m working. If the President takes a secret trip to
Camp David, I’m traveling
with him.”
--Helene Cooper
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Weinberg Resident Journalist Helene Cooper spoke of her path from Liberian
aristocracy to covering international news for the Wall Street Journal to assuming the post of White House correspondent for the New York Times.

vehicle, “All I could think was, I want to
go home,” she said. By home she meant
Liberia. “I wanted to die for my own country,” she said, rather than dying in Iraq.
After telling how she returned to Liberia and reunited with Eunice, Cooper
stopped to take questions, and in answering, further described her job for the White
House Press Corps.
She is one of the three White House
Correspondents for the Times, has been
on the White House “beat” for the past
three years, and is the only original Times
reporter still covering the Obama presidency.
“The position of White House Correspondent is a job every reporter wants to
have had. It is extremely difficult,” Cooper said. “You need to have a general level
of knowledge on a wide range of things.
The average turnover rate for a White
House Correspondent is two years.”
Every three weeks it’s Cooper’s turn
for “duty week,” during which she must
follow President Obama everywhere he
goes. “From 12 a.m. Sunday to 12 a.m.
the next Sunday I’m working,” Cooper
said. “If the president takes a secret trip to
Camp David, I’m traveling with him.”
Though much of the travel is not covered by the press, The New York Times
assigns a reporter to be with Obama at all
times, prepared for any breaking news. In
fact, the Times is the only news organization that keeps such close watch on the
President.
“During my beat week I get home
at midnight and literally sleep with my
Blackberry on my pillow,” Cooper said.
“I’ve been called in the middle of the night

to report to Andrews Air Force Base.”
Getting called to Andrews often means
a trip to Afghanistan, an event for which
reporters are given no notice.
Cooper ended the assembly by responding to the question of what’s next
for her career. “I’d like a show on the
cooking channel, or to write for the New
York Times Food section,” she said.
Response to Cooper’s visit was highly
positive.
“She was terrific,” said Upper School
Science chair Elliot Huntsman, “She was
funny, smart, and extremely humble.”
“Her story was just incredible,” said
Mai Asmerom ’13. “To rise from a war
torn country and go on to do what she has
is really unbelievable.”
“Helene spoke eloquently, in what was
really a great narration of her life. She
was intelligent and engaging,” said Upper
School math teacher Mimi Cukier.
The journalist had breakfast with students from various publications and lunch
with the Black Female Forum, many of
whom read The House at Sugar Beach.
She also and held two seminar sessions for
all interested students, one on reporting on
the presidency and the other on current
events in the Middle East.
“She was inspiring,” said Robin VanHouten ’12. “If I were to become a journalist, she would be my role model.”
“She is one of the only female African
American speakers we’ve had,” said Jordan Williams ’12. “She told stories and
brought information about parts of Africa
that a majority of the school has not been
exposed to. Helene is a great role model
for all people, black people especially.”
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Origami project raises money for Japan May Day
by Julia Gross ‘14
splits in two
To support earthquake, tsunami and
nuclear relief efforts in Japan, students
across divisions are folding Origami paper
cranes. For every crane, the Bezos Family
Foundation will donate two dollars to help
the devastated country.
Paper cranes as a symbol of hope
comes from a legend made famous by

a young Japanese girl, Sadako Sasaki.
According to legend, if someone folds a
thousand paper cranes, he receives a wish.
Sadako was diagnosed with leukemia after
the atomic bomb dropped in Hiroshima.
Sadako attempted to fold one thousand
paper cranes, but she died before completing them. The cranes became a symbol
of hope for children who suffered from
radiation poisoning in Japan.
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Middle school students folded paper cranes during advisory to donate to the
Students Rebuild project. Before donation, several cranes were displayed in
the Commons.

Second grade teacher Debbie Silverman found Students Rebuild, the group
organizing the project to be “Pretty impressive.” The Bezos Family Foundation
is working with Students Rebuild and has
made the commitment to donate two dollars to relief funds for every crane made.
Silverman was interested in helping Japan because she will attend an exchange
program this summer in the country with
local educators and teachers from the
U.S.
The proposal to join the crane project
was presented at the Park Community
Service meeting, and was immediately
approved.
Although all three divisions are involved, the Lower School has played the
largest role. According to Coordinator of
Community and Student Services Carol
Kinne, close to 100 Lower School students, teachers and families attended an
afternoon session to fold cranes.
“There was good will at the table,” said
Kinne about the Lower School crane folding. “It didn’t matter if I folded one crane
or ten. There was a sense of community
spirit.”
Silverman agreed, “It was a way for
people to feel empowered to do something
and to take a positive step.”

Resident Scholar Malcolm Daniel ‘74
runs hands-on photography sessions
by Jack Califano ‘12
Malcolm Daniel ’74, Curator in Charge
of the Department of Photographs at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York
visited as the 2011 Resident Scholar April
15. Daniel gave a lecture about the history
of photography to the Upper School, and
spent the rest of the day leading smaller
seminars about the art of curating and
the functions of photography in today’s
society.
Daniel grew up in Baltimore, attending
Park from Kindergarten through UpperSchool. “I spent a lot of my youth here,”
he said. “I really feel like a lot of who I
am today comes from my years at Park
and from the fact that the arts were not
something extracurricular, but really a
vital part of the curriculum here.” Daniel
studied Art and Art History at Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut, travelled
through Europe and North Africa as a
Thomas J. Watson Fellow, and worked in
the education department of the Baltimore
Museum of Art. He became a curatorial
assistant at the MET in New York in 1990,
and was promoted to his current position
in 2004.
Daniel’s morning lecture, entitled The
Dawn of Photography, focused on some of
the earliest origins of the art, detailing the
emergence of the first widely popularized
camera, the nineteenth-century French
Daguerreotype. He contrasted Louis Daguerre’s invention with that of Englishman Fox Talbot, whose use of chemical
films and creation of negatives eventually

led to modern photography.
Daniel led two seminars later in the
day with groups of 15 students. The first
seminar had students curate a photography
show outside of the Meyerhoff Theater
using photographs from one of Daniel’s
most recent shows at the MET: Stieglitz,
Steichen, Strand. The second seminar focused on the difference between practical
and artistic photography, and the meeting
of the two.
Participants found the seminars to be
interesting and engaging. “His sessions
were very interactive, which I enjoyed,”
said photography student Leah Silverberg
‘12. “We’ve had past resident scholars
who weren’t as good conversationalists.
He was very articulate and interesting.”
“The session I went to was in a more

intimate atmosphere,” said Olivia Chalkley ‘13. “We all had a chance to talk,
which was nice.”
During lunch, Daniel discussed his
experiences with photography in high
school. “There was a photography club,
but there was no instruction in photography when I was here,” he said. “There was
a little closet that was off of the chemistry
lab and it had one enlarger in it and your
three trays and that was really all there
was, there was no formal instruction.”
Daniel was impressed with new photography lab. “Certainly the visual arts
and music were part of the curriculum
when I was here,” said Daniel. “But photography wasn’t, so it’s amazing to me
to go up and see the dark room with 15
enlargers in it.”
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Malcolm Daniel, Class of ‘74, had lunch with students April 15 during his visit
as this year’s Resident Scholar.

by Tyler Lerner ‘13
May Day, with its songs, peppermint
lemon sticks, and colored sashes is a timehonored tradition. Although the event has
evolved over the past decade, this year
marks an attempt to return May Day to
the way it used to be.
May Day is the fifth grade graduation ceremony, and a chance for parents
and students to gather and celebrate the
spring. In addition to songs performed by
Lower School students, key components
are the fifth grade May Pole dance, and
the passing of the flag, a ceremony that
symbolizes the fourth graders taking their
place as leaders of the Lower School.
In the past, these morning events
were followed by an afternoon of activity booths run by Lower School students,
which in recent years have been taken
over by the Parents’ Association. But most
parents would opt to take their kids home
rather than remain for the festivities. May
Day also used to be an outdoor, all-school
celebration, but has more recently been
limited to Lower School students and their
siblings in the Athletic Center.
This year, May Day is being divided
into two separate celebrations: Spring
Sing, held May 3, and May Day, set for
June 3. May Day will have the May pole
dance, the passing of the flag, and several
songs, while Spring Sing was a Lower
School choral presentation run during the
regular assembly period.
One of the main motivations for the
changes was that it allows for “a return to
an all school May Day,” said Parent Program Coordinator Ellen Small. Classes
will be suspended in both Middle and
Upper Schools so that all students may
attend.

Silent Day

by Ellie Stern ‘13
On Friday April 15, Park recognized
the Day of Silence to protest anti-LGBT
bullying and harassment. The observance
of this day began in 1996 by students at
the University of Virginia and is now
sponsored by GLSEN(Gay Lesbian and
Straight Education Network.)
“This day is supposed to remind us that
a lot of LGBT students’ feelings have been
forced into silence,” said Nancy Fink, Upper School Spanish and leader of the Gay
Straight Alliance (GSA).
Students were encouraged to keep silent for all types of communication. “The
silence is not just about not talking, it’s really about keeping silent, which includes
texting and writing notes,” said Fink.
Students were, however, allowed to
talk in required activities during class, although “some teachers are fine if students
stay silent the whole class,” said Fink.
To break the silence, the Gay Straight
Alliance activities at Park and Baltimore
Polytechnic co-sponsored a dance in the
commons on April 16. This was called
the Night of Noise and was a Masquerade
Ball.
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Wolf named interim principal The prom
by Julia Gross ‘14

A familiar face will be sitting behind
the principal’s desk next year in Middle
School. Spanish teacher and Modern Language Chair Josh Wolf has accepted the
position of interim principal.
Following current principal Bonnie
Rosenblatt’s announcement of her retirement, a search committee comprised
of Middle School teachers and administrators, began looking for a replacement.
The process of reading resumes and interviewing candidates ran from October
to March.
Although the committee had selected
two finalists, neither fit all requirements,
and Head of School Dan Paradis decided
to pick an interim principal because the
hiring season had ended.
“Dan decided to have an interim after

he determined he did not want to offer
the position to either of the two finalists,”
said Di Bobrow, Middle School Spanish
teacher and search committee member.
“We did do more reviewing of resumes,
but we did not find the right fit. The committee had no involvement in naming the
interim,” she said.
After spring break, Paradis chose Wolf
to fill the position. The response from the
Middle School faculty about Wolf’s appointment was positive. “I think he’ll do
a great job,” said Technology Coordinator
and Middle School science teacher Samira
Phillips, “and I look forward to working
with him.”
Language arts chair Carolyn Cooper
agreed. “I think Josh will bring creativity,
heart, and supreme organizational skill to
the role.”

“I think he has tremendous commitment to the Middle School,” said Paradis.
He is a master teacher, and he has a lot of
the skills to lead the division.”
“Josh is very sensitive to different
groups of people: faculty, students and
families. He’s been at Park for 17 years
and he is a creative leader,” said Bobrow.
Wolf is excited, but also nervous about
his switch to administration. “I will miss
being in the classroom with the kids, and
coaching basketball, though I’m glad to
take a break from grading papers and
planning for classes,” he said. “I also look
forward to working with parents.”
The transition from teacher to principal
has already begun. Wolf has been meeting
with Rosenblatt once a week to prepare
for the change in administration.

Numbers

110
85
75
70
15

Dollars for a ticket to Beth Tfiloh
Prom, which Includes a T-shirt
and kosher dinner.

Dollars for a ticket to Friends
School’s Senior Prom and after
prom festivities.
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Josh Wolf, known to students as Señor Lobo, will take on the job as interim principal of the Middle school next year
after current principal Bonnie Rosenblatt retires.

English shares results of writing prompt
by Tara Wendell ‘13
The English Department has released
the results of the mock AP analytical essays that students in eleventh and twelfth
grades wrote last December. The department ran the exercise, the first of its kind,
as a way to evaluate its program.
Each essay was read and scored by
two teachers. According to Upper School
English chair Patti Porcarelli, data from
the responses showed that students scored
generally high. “Park students have strong
narrative voices, liveliness to their writing, and a sense that their writing is meaningful. There’s a purpose, and it’s worth
reading,” she said.
“Of the 50 or so essays I read, with one
or two exceptions, students embraced the
assignment and wrote with sincerity in a
genuinely engaging way,” said English
teacher Greg Brandt. “The pieces were
very interesting to read.”
Most of the essays’ problems were organizational. “Where things were weaker

was in providing evidence,” said Porcarelli, “and even in analysis of the question
itself.” Students also struggled with introductions, transitions between paragraphs
and topics, and in some cases, spelling.
“Making a powerful argument is one of
the hardest things to do in writing,” said
Brandt. “We’ve had discussion about how
to more effectively teach this skill.”
According to Porcarelli, the department chose to administer the prompt as
“an English department self-study.
“One of things we wanted to know
was: are we doing what we say we’re doing?” The department evaluated itself by
assessing the students’ responses to the
AP prompt. “We wanted to see, without
any preparation, how students would write
analytically,” she said.
Students had 60 minutes, rather than
40 (as in the English AP tests), to respond
to the prompt. “Interest was not in time
pressure, but allowing kids to think about
the question, plan their answer and then
write it,” Porcarelli said.

The teachers came up with their own
rubric for scoring responses rather than
relying on the nine point system used by
AP graders. Teachers used a one through
four scale, in six different categories: the
argument, the development and analysis
of the argument, evidence, the organization of the response, language used, and
mechanics of the response.
According to Porcarelli, the results
have started department discussions on
how to teach analytical writing. “Our
objective is for kids to feel confident,
have lively voices, and have a purpose,”
she said, although acknowledging, “we
don’t feel like there’s a strict analytical
mode.”
“AP tests are used in the evaluation of
students by many colleges, and it seems
logical… that the English department used
them,” said Eli Block ’12. “I think that all
departments should conduct this type of
internal evaluation,” he said.
Next year, the department will evaluate
the quality of in-class discussion.

Dollars for a ticket to Pikesville’s
Senior Prom. This includes an
after prom at a bowling alley

Dollars to attend Bryn Mawr
Prom. Includes dinner and laser
tag after prom.

Dollars for a ticket to Park’s
Senior Prom, which includes
dinner.
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Mock Trial team wins State championship
Mock Trial continued from p.1
Preparation during the regular season is
intense. Teams must prepare to compete
as plaintiff and defense. Practices were
sometimes held as many as five times a
week, and each of practice lasted two to
three hours.
In the championship match, students
attempted to exploit the aggression of
Richard Montgomery’s litigators. “We
were stylistically very different from the
other team,” said Forbush. “They were
much more abrasive. We were more polite.”
After the trial, the judges went into recess to determine the winner. Points are
awarded to each team for presenting the
facts accurately, objecting when appropriate, and knowing the laws. The Bruins
came out on top, by a score of 55-53 (out

of 60 possible points).
“In the end it’s kind of arbitrary,” said
Edelman. “Judges are mostly not scoring
as they go along. When they meet they
usually decide which team deserves to win
and then make the points work.”
“It was one of those things where everything came together,” said Asdourian.
“Everybody was incredibly impressive.”
One complication this year was the
overlap with Romeo and Juliet, the spring
Shakespeare production. With Jamie DeMarco, witness for the plaintiffs, playing
Romeo, Tanika Lynch, one of the attorneys, playing Juliet’s nurse, and Eli Block,
also an attorney, playing the Prince, scheduling was challenging.
Thursday’s opening performance was
delayed until 8 p.m. to give the actors
enough time to return from Annapolis.
The finals took place at 10 a.m. Friday. .

photo courtesy Sasser Photography
The three seniors on the team, Tanika Lynch, Jamie DeMarco, and Laura Edelman,
celebrate their victorious last competition.

Group launches Student Revolutionary Front
letter to the student body explaining his
decision, he changed his position before
the registration deadlines for President it could be sent. “After talking with Jaand Vice President remained unchanged. mie DeMarco, he convinced me that there
Interim President Jeremy Cohen ‘12, were no improprieties at the meeting, and
who was not present at the meeting the I decided to uphold the vote of the senate,”
day before, briefly considered overriding said Cohen.
the vote of the senate and answer the quesThat weekend, Chatha founded the
tion of registration deadlines by putting SRF with a few juniors, and began to draft
the question to the entire student body.
a new constitution.
Cohen made this decision after beChatha gave a speech outlining the
ing called to meet with Chatha, Long, SRF’s plans in assembly the following
Acheson, Williams, and Miller Thursday, Wednesday, saying, “At the end of the day,
April 21. “After they told me stories about [the student senators] are still students
that senate meeting, I was concerned with no authority. Our goal is for the stuabout improprieties caused by teachers dents to claim a government of their own
and their undue influence on the senate’s - to create it and maintain it independent
vote,” said Cohen.
of the faculty.” Chatha then called on any
While Cohen went so far as to draft a interested students to meet in the Meyerhoff Theater that day at
X-block in order to discuss the creation of this
new government.
At that meeting the
SRF decided to post
a petition in the Upper School hallway
claiming, “No Faith In
Student Government,
(Pro Candidate, AntiGovernment),” which
acquired 80 student
signatures within three
days.
A member of the
SRF put up a series
of anonymous posters which read, “You
have the right to a Vote
of No Confidence,” in
tandem with the petition. These were taken
down shortly after by
the Principal of the
Upper School Mike
McGill. “You have to
take responsibility for
photo by S. Weintraub your speech—whether
Junior Nikku Chatta created the group “Student Revolu- it’s in assembly, in the
tionary Front” to reform the student council.
daily announcements,

Student gov’t continued from p. 5

or on our walls--and nobody had done
that,” said McGill.
“I thought [the SRF posters] were misleading and incorrect,” he said. “A vote of
no confidence is ordinarily directed at a
sitting government or an individual within
the government. At whom was this directed? The outgoing student council? The
interim government? The candidates?”
More posters, this time reading, “DID
YOU KNOW? The student government
constitution forbids elections at this point
in the year. Simply write: No confidence
in the election, on your ballot.” were reposted within the same day, this time with
the names of two members of the SRF
written in fine print at the bottom. These
were not taken down.
Before election day, Chatha sent an
electronic message to the members of
the SRF, stating that, “Our official plan
tomorrow is to use our ballots to express
disillusion with the current Student Government--not to irritate Traci or to attack
Ben and Iman.”
On election day, 25 of the 154 students
who voted wrote messages of discontent
on their ballots, while another 20 turned
in blank ballots, two forms of protest the
SRF claims to have been responsible for.
Williams and Miller won their positions
with a total of 120 votes each.
At present, the SRF claims no official
leader. Nevertheless, Chatha presides over
meetings as the moderator of discussion,
and seems to be relaying orders to the
revolutionaries through the use of a Facebook group which currently has over
120 members. “Action is decided upon by
straight majority vote,” said Chatha. “The
only formal resolution we’ve adopted was
to put up the petition in the Upper School
hallway.”
The actions taken by the SRF have
many members of the community excited,
including Jamie DeMarco ’11, the former
head of the government which the SRF
is trying to overthrow. “I love the idea of
this revolution,” said DeMarco. “I think
it’s really cool because the

Park students are owning it, and hopefully a new government will form.”
Upper School History teacher Peter
Warren is more skeptical. “I’m disturbed
by the lack of thoughtfulness with which
some of these students are handing this,”
said Warren. “It’s great to galvanize people, but if people are all of the sudden
writing screeds when a week ago they
didn’t have a political idea in their heads,
I wonder about the value of those ideas. In
a real world context, the mob-like atmosphere scares the hell out of me.”
Others believe that the recent actions
taken by the SRF are merely veiled attempts by those who did not register to
become candidates on time to seize power
from the existing government. “I think it’s
really funny that if Nikku and Justin and
Gabe had gotten their applications in on
time this wouldn’t have happened,” said
DeMarco.
In light of the action taken by the SRF,
the administration supports their interest
in government and dedication to reforming student senate. However, they do not
believe this was the best way to go about
it.
“I wish that the student senators who
are calling for this reform had brought it
to the senate,” said Wright. “Reform or
revolution without negotiation or direct
contact seems suspect.”
“I think reforming student government
can and should happen within the context
of that government,” said McGill, “rather
than ignoring Ben and Iman and whoever
else we elect to the student council. I hope
the senate and the revolutionaries will
work from within the system to reform
it.”
Despite discouragement from the administration, and the continued lack of a
formal constitution in the SRF, Chatha
is excited about the future. “I feel like
this is the chance so many students have
been waiting for who are fed up with the
government,” said Chatha. “Students are
taking the government back; we’re proving cynics wrong.”
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M.S. ‘Life Skills’ skews beliefs about drugs

by Eli Block ‘12
Every Middle Schooler at
Park goes through a program
known as Life Skills. Over the
three years of Middle School,
this class takes different forms –
with Upper School mentors, outside speakers, and Middle School
teachers all participating.
According to the website,
Middle School Life Skills is
about “four central development themes: self-management,
relationships, decision making,
and connecting to the larger community.” In reality? A lot of time
in the seventh and eighth grade
years is spent talking about alcohol and other drugs.
Of course, other topics are
discussed, but alcohol and other
drugs are heavily covered. Middle School students are repeatedly taught about health issues
associated with underage consumption and coached on how
to ‘say no,’ in situations of peer
pressure. Simultaneously, however, Middle School students are
being assured that almost nobody
in the Upper School drinks or

uses drugs on a regular basis.
Seems a little fishy if you ask
me - why would anyone spend
so much time informing me of
the risks of something if it is not
a problem? This is, however,
exactly how our Middle School
drug and alcohol education classes work.
Middle School students aren’t
stupid. They see the obvious
conflict in those messages. If
drinking and doing drugs aren’t
an issue in the Upper School,
why spend so much time learning about the associated health
risks?
According to the World
Health Organization, malaria affects approximately 250 million
people every year but we don’t
talk about it at Park because it
doesn’t affect us.
Why learn how to refuse beer
unless the administration is worried that it will be offered? It’s no
wonder that 98 percent of eighth
graders think that all seniors typically drink alcohol. (The fact is,
according to the recent Student
Attitudes and Beliefs survey, 38
percent of seniors say they typi-

cally never drink alcohol.) Middle
School students are convinced of
high levels of alcohol use by the
constant barrage of scare tactics
and alcohol refusal coaching, as
opposed to being convinced by
what the life skills teachers say:
that there is really no major issue
in our community.
The administration recognizes
they may be contributing to the
creation of this inaccurate belief.
“Some would argue that all of
this prevention stuff we cover
creates the belief that drugs and
alcohol are going to be a monstrous problem when you get [to
Upper School],” said Middle and
Upper School Counselor Dave
Tracey.
“Could [this coverage] actually inspire some thought? Could
talking about smoking dope generate a sense of ‘geez, I wonder
what it’s like?’… Yes, but that’s
the double-edged sword when
you talk about any topic. It’s not
going to go away,” said Tracey.
The inaccurate perception
may not be able to be eliminated entirely, but it can be significantly improved. The Life Skills

program is heavily contributing
to this incorrect perception by
constantly teaching it, not just
discussing the issue. Fixing this
is simple: decide on a message.
If drug and alcohol use truly is
a minor problem in the Upper

School, then say that and adjust the curriculum accordingly
- don’t overinflate the issue by
focusing on its effects. Actions
speak louder than words and
there is a difference between
discussion and scare-tactics.

photo by A. Kelmenson ‘11

Renee Soulis, Senior Prevention Specialist at the Freedom
from Chemical Dependency non profiit substance abuse program, shared the results of the Drug and Alcohol Survey with
the Upper School.

Teachers’ poor time management hurts students
by Samantha Max ‘14
The academic schedule is filled with
nine free blocks each week, two nights
between each class, and countless longterm projects with a large span of time to
work. To succeed in a school with seem-

ingly endless free time one has to be extremely careful with time management,
and teachers need to set a good example
for their students.
“…The teacher’s authority as an adult
and as a scholar should be used not to
suppress or constrain, but to provide the

photo by E. Gross ‘11

Students collect their graded work from individual mailboxes. Teachers find
this to be a useful method for returning papers and tests between classes.

skills… and encouragement to bring about
the flowering and fulfillment of the individual to think and act in the world with
responsible freedom.” This quote from
the philosophy explains that teachers
should help students utilize the freedoms
Park provides.
However, many teachers have forgotten the importance of emphasizing time
management. For example, instead of assigning homework during the period or
early that evening, many teachers wait
until the night before the following class
to assign homework. A common excuse
for this procrastination is that the teacher
assumed most students would wait until
the last minute to do homework anyway.
While there are plenty of students
who tend to procrastinate, many like to
plan ahead and do their homework sooner
rather than later. This task is impossible
when teachers give homework at the last
minute. Additionally, one of the school’s
fundamental beliefs is, “positive expectations produce positive virtues.” Teachers
should expect students to use their time
wisely and allow them to do so by assigning homework on time.
A similar issue is that many teachers
do not return work in a timely fashion.
While this obviously does not hold true
for every teacher, often, faculty members
are simply not on top of grading work. I
understand that teachers have numerous
responsibilities, and many teach several
classes, resulting in large numbers of students and plenty of grading.

And of course, teachers do have lives
outside of school that should not revolve
solely around their work. However, grading is an integral part of the job requirement, especially at a school like Park
where students rely on teachers’ thoughtful comments and insights on their work
for educational growth.
“It’s not fair when we [students] give
110 percent to get good work in on time,
and they [teachers] can’t do the same,”
said Alyson Katz ’14.
Taking an exorbitant amount of time
to grade not only gives a student the feeling that his or her teacher might not care
enough to look over the project, but it also
leaves the student to wonder, and worry,
about whether all of their hard work paid
off.
It can be extremely nerve-wracking to
wait for an assignment to be returned, and
as time elapses, anticipation multiplies.
Moreover, students are given a deadline, and other than in the event of an
extension, are expected to stick to that
date. If a paper is turned in late, the student’s grade can be poorly affected, and
the teacher loses some respect for the student. The same should be the case for the
teachers. I understand that every once
in a while, teachers are swamped with
assignments, and might need an extra
week to return a particular test or paper.
However, when this becomes a somewhat
regular pattern, the problem needs to be
addressed, because it is simply not fair to
the students.
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REVOLUTION!How long will the excitement last?
by Jeremy Cohen ‘12
On February 11, crowds of angry protesters in Cairo’s Tahrir
(Liberation) Square forced Hosni
Mubarak, Egyptian Despot, from
power. The spark of the “Egyptian Revolution” was a Tunisian
fruit vendor who lit himself on
fire to protest police misconduct,
setting off a series of revolutions
across the Arab World against
opressive states.
But the revolution in Egypt is
now faltering. The army is still
in control of the country, and it
has jailed dissidents and cracked
down on further protests in Tahrir Square.
A revolution is easy to start, it
seems, but hard to sustain.
We at Park now have our own
“revolution.” The spark in this
case was when only two students
appeared on the ballot for Student Council elections. Other
students wanted to sign up but
missed the April 18 deadline.
After a heated debate, Student
Senate decided in a close 3-2
vote (with other members present but abstaining) to continue
with the elections anyway; the
two students, both sophomores,
ran unopposed and won.
At assembly, one student
stood up and called for an Xblock meeting for everybody in-

terested in forming a new student
government based on direct democracy, free from interference
from the administration.
Dozens of students came to
the meeting and talked about
starting a “revolution.” They
joined a Facebook group named
“Student Revolutionary Front,”
which now has over 130 members.
They put up a poster in the
hallway asking people to “vote
no confidence in the elections.”
By the end of the day, it had collected more than 80 signatures.
Most students are apathetic
about student government. Back
in September, the Student Council (of which I am treasurer) held
a “town hall meeting” to discuss
important issues like end-of-semester workloads with the student body and ask for their input
on what we should do this year.
We announced it in assembly;
we implored interested students
to come; we said (and this is a
direct quote from my notes): “if
you’re the kind of person who
always complains how student
senate is ineffective and unnecessary, this is your chance to tell us
what you want.”
One student showed up.
The problem with student
government isn’t its structure or
the administration’s interference,

photo by S. Weintraub

The “Vote No Confidence in the Elections” sign up sheet was posted at the front of the Humanities hallway for everyone to see and sign.

it’s the overwhelming disinterest
of the students – including some
senators. A revolution won’t
change that. Once the initial fervor subsides, no one will care
about it any more than they care
about the current student government.
Right now, the thought of revolution is exciting. Will it still be
around next year? Will enough
students be willing to regularly

and voluntarily sacrifice their
free blocks to attend meetings
of the new government (without
any recognition on their college
transcripts) so that it’s representative of the student body?
I think it’s great that for the
first time since I came here,
students actually care about the
student government enough to
want it to change. Hopefully,
if a new government is indeed

established, it will seriously take
on tasks that are genuinely important to the student body.
But to do that, the “revolutionaries” must be interested in
more than “fighting the system”
and sticking it to the administration.
Otherwise, the government
created by this revolution will
be just as ineffectual as the current one.

Voters write opinions on ballots
cast in student council elections
All comments are posted in the Upper School hallway. Here are a few examples:

Comments (18) written
on ballots without votes
--This election is invalid.
--This has gotten ridiculous. It probably could have
been avoided by extending the
deadline and/or publicizing it
better.
--I support the candidates
and they would probably be
amazing on student council.
However, I also think we need
some kind of reform. Not yet
entirely sure where I stand, but
I support a student’s government.
--This is nothing against either candidate or the administration, but I don’t support the
current system.

Comments (30) written on ballots with votes
--I do not support our a student revolution because it does
not accomplish ends that don’t
already exist.

--I deserve a students’ government.

--I support these candidates
as well. I support the idea of a
completely independent student
government.
--I am perfectly okay with
both of these candidates. I do
wish we also had other options though. I also think that
the “revolution” is excessive
but that things also need to
change.

--I signed the paper outside, but feel I acted in the
wrong way. Government must
change but not at the expense of
someone’s feelings. We need
to find a way to counter apathy
and make a difference. Perhaps Ben and Iman can make
change. Maybe change can
come through working with
student revolutionaries.
--I support our candidates,
but also a government with influence.

--I think they’re both awesome, but there’s no denying
that we need change.

photo by S. Weintraub

I. Williams and B. Miller are the newly elected President and
Vice President of the student body.

--A students’ government,
if it is to live up to its name,
must be composed of willing
students, passionate students,
and run by the students. For
this reason, I do indeed support
both candidates who are running for the offices of present
and vice-president. Iman Williams and Ben Miller are examples of students who, despite
a nearly tangible public apathy,
decided to run for office, in the
hope they might do something.

It is not the student council I
object to. It is both the administration’s control over the government, and the legitimacy of
the senate and the systems set
in place by the constitution that
concern me.

--I am very unhappy with
this year’s elections and student
govt. in general.
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PARK learn to be a hippie, a slacker, rich, Jewish and to defend
by Emma Gross ‘11
“ ‘The Hippie School’ is a classic one,” said
Kalyx Solomon ’11.
“The slacker school,” said Nathan Randrianarivelo ’12. “And that we smoke in the faculty lounge.”
“We’re graded purely on our personalities,” said
Zoe Mayers ’13.
“A school for rich, Jewish kids,” said Dean of
Students Traci Wright.
“Instead of grades we get cookies,” said Tess
Gann ’13. “And somehow we all go to college.”
Outside perceptions of Park run the gamut from
cliché to creative. Current students, as indicated
above, know most of them.
Presumably, any Park student, parent, or faculty
member would jump to argue against these statements. A few might be outraged, some confused.
Walking through the Upper School hallway one
would not see “hippies;” if grades were based on
personalities a lot more people would be failing;
and while students do get cookies, they do not
replace grades.
But as crazy as these remarks may
ay seem, people
say them and others believe them. So, where do
they come from?
“Because Park has very few official
rules,” said Peri Shuster ’13, “people
le
automatically assume unruliness, disisrespect, and that students are doing
whatever they want.”
“People think because we’re
given a lot of freedom, the school
,” said Rebecca
is less academically challenging,”
Shapiro ’14.
i d att
“Because we don’t have exams, my ffriends
other schools think that at Park you can’t get less
than a ‘B’ as a grade,” said Gann. “They said there
were no tests, and that the work was generally
super easy.”
So who, after hearing that “for class we all sit on
the floor in mediation circles,” (this is according to
Olivia Chalkley’s ’13 friends outside the community) and the hundreds of other statements about the
school, would ever enroll at Park? And why?
“I came new to Park in ninth grade. Before visiting, I had no idea what it was going to be like,” said
Randrianarivelo, “But at the end of the day I went
out to my parents’ car and told them I had to come
here.”
“I visited a whole lot of schools before Park,”
said Maya Fox ‘12. “And I was wowed. I walked
out to the car and told my parents how great this
place was. I think I was screaming.”
In response to what people assumed about Park,
that because there are no official rules there is
unruliness, disrespect, and that students are doing
whatever they want, Schuster said:
“Well, actually, the last bit is true. Students are
doing what they want, and that’s why Park is such
a great place. The school has a student-created
structure. Because we’re doing what we want, and
learning what we want, we don’t need rules to keep
from being disrespectful or unruly.”
“People think that students having freedom and
independence is a bad thing. It’s not. In many ways
it’s a challenge,” said Shapiro.
“None of this is true,” said Gann, referring to the
comment that at Park a student can receive nothing

lower than a “B,” and the work
is generally very easy. “Park
holds very high standards and
expectations for its students. It
just takes the right type of kid
to appreciate it,” Gann said.
“Park is “hippie” in the
sense that we’re a relaxed,
forward thinking community,”
said Chris Lewis ‘11. “It isn’t
a school for slackers. If you
want to do well at Park you
have to do quite a bit of work.
As to the bit about students
being graded on only their
personalities I would say that
while personal opinion does
play a part in classes, how well
you do depends on your ability
to defend your opinions. It’s
not about simply having strong
opinions, but being able to
defend them.”
“Yes, there are hippies and
slackers here, but that’s not
unique to Park,” said Seth
Gelblum ’11.

“You’ll find
them at every school. And
those people are not who Park is as a whole
whole. Out of
all the other schools, Park gives you the best opportunity to prepare for life after high school,” he said.
While students may be put in the position to
defend or explain Park’s reputation on occasion, the
administration must do it every day. The admissions
and communications offices work to dispel dated
and false perceptions of the school.
One hurdle they face is Park’s label as a “progressive school.” There are hundreds of “progressive schools” in the country, but none exactly like
Park. The word “progressive” has many meanings,
and so it is no surprise prospective parents arrive
uninformed.
“We are the only progressive school in Baltimore. This title brings people to us and steers others
away,” said Director of Admissions Megan Ford.
“But once they’re in the door, most parents will say
before they’ve left the second Upper School classroom, ‘I wish I’d gone to a school like this.”
Another challenge is dispelling the perception
that Park has no structure.
“We are constantly working to tackle this
problem. Park has a unique structure and often a
structure that parents are not used to. The desks are
not in rows, but arranged so students can see each
other. We show parents classrooms where students
are engaged in the material, leading discussions, and
calling on each other. In every class there are skeletal plans; the students flesh them out,” said Ford.
To explain the negative assertion that “Park has
no rules,” Ford and other admissions officers will
explain at the beginning of the tour that there are
few rules other than students must come to school

ready to learn and must not prevent others
from learning.
These two expectations cover any rule that
would be formally written out at another school and
are crucial in maintaining a respectful, safe, and
flourishing student body.
“Rich and Jewish” is another stereotype of the
typical Park student.
As for the “rich” piece, 25% of Park students
receive financial aid.
“Yes, there are families who have money, but
there are many who do not,” said Gelblum.
As for the “Jewish” piece, to understand Park’s
religious population,
on, one must look at its history. At
the school’s opening
ng in 1912 it was the only private
school in Baltimore
re that accepted Jewish students.
Naturally, to this day, the school has a large number
entify
of students that identify
as Jewish. But, this
is identification could mean
ean
religiously, spirituritually, or culturally Jewish. Judaism like other
religions is a spectrum
trum
faith, meaning there
re are
various degrees to whichh
one is observant.
Students at Parkk identify as Jewish but also ass
feminists, republicans,
cans,
homosexuals, mathematihematicians, linguists, artists
tists
and a series of other
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Rethinking Homework

photo by A. Kelmenson ‘11

After finishing a six and a half hour school day, third graders complete their homework at Extended Day, an afterschool program for working parents.

by Adam Kelmenson ‘11
A growing trend in the country has
school-aged children stressed, overworked, and overloaded. Parents want
their children to be as involved as possible, believing that a wide range of activities will produce success later in life.
Kids, as young as first grade, are signed
up for recreational soccer, violin, dance,
tutoring, and karate, to name a few.
Recognizing the growing stress, teachers in the Lower School have started a
conversation about how pressure from
homework and school negatively affect
students when combined with the business
of everyday life. In a meeting held January
19, Lower School teachers were asked to
identify the reasons behind giving work to
be completed outside of the classroom.
“We’ve always assumed that there’s
value in assigning homework,” said Lower School Principal June Bennett, “but
I’ve started to question just how much
value.”
Constant among all lower teachers was
the thought that some homework is necessary. “Each grade level feels there is value
to homework,” said Bennett. However,
both the type and amount of work and
varied significantly from grade to grade
and teacher to teacher.
“I don’t believe in busy work,” said
third grade teacher Ellen Hoitsma. “I assign 20 minutes of reading each night, and
spelling. Practicing spelling is useful.”
“As a mother I feel it’s really important
to have down time,” said Hoitsma. “Some
parents tell me that after school their kid
goes to piano lessons and then ballet. They
ask that I not give homework because it’s
just too much.”
Some parents, though, ask the school
to assign homework because siblings in
higher grades have more to do. “Some
parents tell me that they need their young-

er child to have something to do while
an older sibling does homework,” said
Bennett.
Despite the inability of some parents
to entertain their children, and in light of
new research suggesting that homework
is not as beneficial as it was once viewed
to be, Hoitsma is still reluctant to assign it
systematically. “I’ve veered away from a
spelling system or book. Research shows
that books with fill in the blanks are not
that great,” she said. “I’m teaching rules
that are oriented to making writing look
right. That’s what kids really need.”
Reevaluating homework policy extends beyond the Lower School. In the
past, Middle School science teacher Liz
Baker assigned homework every night.
Now, she assigns work only when it is
necessary. “We’ve lost a lot of family
time,” she said. “Kids have a lot going on
so I don’t give work every night. But that
means when I do assign [homework] it’s
really important. No busywork.”
Not only has Baker changed her as-

signment schedule, but also the type of
work she gives as homework and in class.
It’s important to her that students have
choices because “not everybody learns
the same way.”
As an example, for a homework assignment given March 5, sixth grade students had the option of either writing an
essay on scavengers and decomposers,
or drawing a picture that explained ocean
recycling.
“I want them [the students] to demonstrate that they understand the concepts
and show what they’ve learned without
being stressed.”
There is no hint that parents are signing
their children up for fewer after school
activities, and more research is underway
that continues to suggests the insignificance of homework in the learning process.
“[Homework] is on our radar,” said
Middle School principal Bonnie Rosenblatt. “We certainly want to help to reduce
stress.

photo by E. Gross ‘11

Teachers are reconsidering the purpose and type of homework that will most
benefit students’ mental health and academic growth.
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by Sophie Neiman ‘13
The first time I met John
Roemer, I was sitting in the library conference room with my
seventh grade class, prepped
for a lesson on the Civil Rights
movement. Roemer burst in
and with a grin, told us about
his work in the Civil Rights
movement. Shouting, hand
motions, and cursing accompanied the story. He asked boys
to imagine that they were at
protests, and that policemen
had threatened their girlfriends.
What would they do then?
Would they continue to be nonviolent ?
From that moment on, I no
longer felt like I was in Middle
School with the prospect of
next period’s gym class looming over me. Rather, I was
back in the time of segregation,
dealing with and solving real
issues.
From that day on, I was
determined to take Roemer’s
Civil Liberties class. Much to
my disappointment, Roemer
is teaching his last class this
spring, retiring before I get the
chance to sign up.
Roemer taught his first Civil
Liberties class in the spring of
1985 to Middle School students, focusing on both Civil
Liberties and current events.
Later, the class moved to the
Upper School. “It seemed natural, given the things we talked
about, to kick it upstairs to the
Upper School,” said Roemer.

Roemer
Departs

Before long, Civil Liberties
became one of the most popular courses offered, filling up
with juniors and seniors at the
very beginning of registration.
Furthermore, the course and its
teacher have become absolute
classics and a vital part of the
Park School experience. According to senior Joel Naiman,
“You can’t call yourself a
Bruin until you’ve taken Civil
Liberties.”
So, what is behind this
trademark course? In terms
of selecting topics, Roemer
said, “Fundamentally, it comes
down to those repeated
conflicts that we get into in
this country and how to treat
people fairly.”
Students are given controversial topics to wrestle
with and, of course, argue
about. For example, they
examine the Skokie case of
1977 in which Nazis wanted
to parade through a Chicago
suburb where many Holocaust
survivors were living. In the
midst of public outrage, the
American Civil Liberties
Union took on the case. “I
was working for the
ACLU when the case
came up and it tore
the organization
apart because so
many of our members were

Jewish,” said Roemer. “They
were really pissed off at us for
taking a Nazi case.”
In the Civil Liberties course,
high school students are given
the opportunity to struggle with
the very issues that tortured
prominent constitutional lawyers, a very daunting task. “It’s
funny when you think you have
a position on things and then
you look at cases and you say,
wait a minute, I believe in free
speech but I hate Nazis,” said
Roemer.
The class forces students to
do more than simply examine
key rights. They must also
study the fundamental norms
and morals of our society and
of our school, all while keeping
their own ethics in mind.
At Park, we have countless conversations and student
groups centered on diversity,
and cultural relativism is woven
into parts of the curriculum.
Roemer’s goal is to present
students with such questions in
order to make them question
the school’s philosophy.
“You were taught in the
Lower School that we’re supposed to respect and embrace
all cultures. Do you like these
Pakistani Muslims when they
stone women?” said Roemer.
“I’m trying to ask the kids if
there are any absolute values
that we ought to stand by. I’m
asking, ‘Kids aren’t you horrified by some things? Aren’t
there some things just too
diverse to stand?”
While questioning core
beliefs is central to the
course, Roemer said,
“What I’m really trying
to get students to do is
not change their values
but to defend the values
they already have, what’s
deepest in their hearts, in a
more articulate, and careful and
intellectual way.”
Nonetheless, such issues
can cause contention and Civil
Liberties is famous for its arguments. But Roemer argues
for both sides of the issues,
pushing students to think more
deeply.
“John Roemer, the contrarian he seems to be,” said Counselor Dave Tracey, “is really
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Roemer knows how start an argument, and does so in every
class.

a skillful Buddhist monk who
is poised to purposefully push
your buttons to move you to a
place of thought you had not
yet considered.
“He is the only person I
know who can present any argument very persuasively when
he actually believes the opposite of what he is arguing about.
Beneath the cowboy persona
lies a real mind maverick who
cares deeply and having you
see how they can change the
world into a more compassionate place,” Tracey said.
Beyond a deeper sense of
rights and morals, Roemer said
he hopes his students become
more empathetic. “Civil Liberties seems to be about liberty,
but I’ve changed my view of it
over the years. What I hope is
that people become not more
freedom loving,” said Roemer,
“but more empathetic towards
other people, because Civil
Liberties in my view is not
about what my rights are, it’s
about what I owe you.”
With so much to gain, and
so many fascinating issues to

debate, students have described
the course as one of the best
they have taken.
Teaching the course has
been as much fun for Roemer
as taking it was for the lucky
“ones” and “twos” (in the Park
registration lottery) who got
in. “I should have taught this
course for free because it’s
been so much fun to have been
here in this wonderful environment for 27 years, where I’m
able to have these arguments
and have wild debates, and the
parents never get angry and the
administrators never get angry,”
said Roemer.
“It’s amazing particularly
because I came from a public
school system where they tried
to shut me up. So three cheers
for Park School. It’s been the
best experience of my life.”
Three cheers for you, Roemer. “One doesn’t have to be as
wise a Socrates to realize that
America is a better place thanks
to the efforts of incomparable
educator and Park school gadfly, John Roemer,” said math
teacher Marshall Gordon.
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Monica West,goodbye, good luck, and thanks for the laughs

by Blake Pruitt ‘11
“It was hard to imagine I’d get paid
for a job like this.” So sums up Monica
West’s humility and gratitude as the end
of her five-year career at the Park School
draws near. After teaching both writing
and literature courses in English, as well
as serving as an adviser to the Class of
2011, West has committed to a future at
the Lick-Wilmerding High School in San
Francisco, CA.
With experience in the worlds of publishing and teaching (previous employers include Teach for America, McGraw
Hill, and HarperCollins), West now faces
a tough choice: how to balance her love
of writing and love for teaching. “I was
considering not teaching,” said West, “be-

cause I need more time to write and I have
not been able to write. I have to think
more purposefully about getting involved
in writing communities and making that a
bigger part of my life.”
West, who received her BA in English
from Duke University and her MA from
New York University, has always been
“on fire” with English more than any other
subject. She characterizes her own writing as “straightforward” and characterfocused. “I believe in scene,” said West,
“so I do a lot with description.”
While much of her career out of college
consisted of working as an editor at major
publishing houses, West’s love for teaching truly emerged when she first worked
as a teacher at a night college in Harlem.
Preferring the interaction with students
to her publishing day job, she applied to

several private schools in early 2006. She
received offers from schools in Boston,
DC, and Baltimore and, after choosing
Park, began teaching in the fall of 2006.
West does not separate her personal
writing pursuits from teaching. “In terms
of my writing, I’ve always felt by teaching
fiction writing and reading [pieces aloud]
in assembly, it’s important for my kids
to know I write. So I understand where
my kids are coming from when they’re
writing stuff, but I also get to use my experience when I’m critiquing pieces and
giving feedback.”
As with anyone hoping to pursue a career in writing, West has had to make career choices that do not necessarily allow
her to fully dedicate herself to her craft.
“I see the world as a writer,” said West.
“But I think one often defines themselves
by what is making them money, so in that

narrow lens, I’m a teacher. Teaching is a
really important part of my life, but it’s
something I would give up to write.”
Nonetheless, the impact Park has made
on West will undoubtedly influence her
future teaching pursuits. “The standing
ovation in assembly when they announced
I was leaving was probably one of the
most incredible experiences of my life,”
said West.
Students will remember West as equal
parts purposeful teacher, conscientious
listener, and graceful writer. And West has
no less respect for her students. “At some
point, I hope [my students] see themselves
or the world differently after reading certain pieces. And I hope they learn how to
talk to one another. And how to listen.”
We’ll certainly listen whenever Monica
has something to share.

Word on the Street
Parting words for Monica?

“I’m going to miss you, Monica!
“When I found out Monica was
“One time I made a really in“I love her laugh. Monica made
You better come back and visit.”
leaving
I cried. She is the best Engappropriate joke in class and
English class fun.”
Kyree J. ‘12
lish teacher I’ve ever had, and I don’t
Monica left the room because
Ethan K. ‘13
want her to leave!”
she was laughing so hard.”
Noel S. ‘13

Hannah H. ‘12

“Monica has done a great job getting to know students with all their
strengths and short comings. She is
the Rosa Parks of the English Department. We will miss her.”

Traci Wright, Dean of Students

“Monica is a great person and
an excellent teacher. She will be
missed.”

“Even among people that we
celebrate, almost everyone is replaceable. But, Monica leaves a
hole that we’re going to feel for a
long time. Monica is one of those
people who nobody is smarter
than, but it’s never about Monica. It’s always about the kids.”

Rachel R. ‘14

Peter Warren, History

“Duke sucks.”
Francesco P. ‘14

Editorial The Postscript,
Thank you and Goodbye
There are a few people we’d like to acknowledge for the Postscript’s best year
ever.
First, thank you to everyone we shoved
against a blank wall to take their picture for
Word on the Street. You guys actually said
most of the quotes we placed underneath.
Second, thank you to all the teachers who
had insecure Facebooks; it made our lives
10 times easier for the April Fools issue.
Third, thank you to all of our writers and
editors who worked tirelessly on their stories
and sections. We acknowledge the threats,
all-caps Facebook warnings, and late-night
home-phone calls. We do not apologize.
Fourth, thank you to our readers, especially the ones who channeled their passion
for the Postscript by crumpling the paper
into balls and throwing them at trash cans.
Our favorite form of endearment was when
we stuffed mailboxes with the latest issue
and found the previous paper unread inside!
We know you were just savoring it.

Thank you to the Gilman News for its
intellectual heft and creativity. Reading your
paper made us feel great.
Lastly, some advice for the young people
who’ll be here next year. Deadlines matter
–for Postscript, classes, colleges, and student government.
Juniors, we don’t want to sound like your
parents… but start things early – you don’t
want to burn out before second semester
because of poor time management (after
January, it’s okay).
Sophomores – your best preparation for
the wild world of college applications is doing what you enjoy, and reading for pleasure.
Freshmen, do whatever pleases you, experiment (with everything,) and have fun.
And finally, thank you, thank you, thank
you to Susan. We hope you will miss us as
much as we will miss you.
To the rest of the community, look for
our bylines in the New York Times. We goin’
places.

photo by E. Gross ‘11

Monsterpiece Theater, the all-school art show--opened April 28. The Wyman
Arts Center and the Davison Lobby are now teeming with creepy, fuzzy, scary,
and sweet student-made creatures.
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Letters to the editors
Musings on a sweet tradition
May Day is an important part of the
culture of Lower School. Each year, the
entire division and its families gather
together to sing songs in celebration of
the warm weather. It is the only time that
one is required to learn and sing the Park
School Song – often with much emphasis
on ending consonants.
The event is perhaps most significant
to those in the fifth grade, whose exhilarating dance around the festooned May
Pole is punctuated with a bittersweet note.
As they weave over and under each other
in time to the drumbeat, they are relishing the last few moments of their lower
school experience. They hand a flag to
the fourth graders to signify the important
transition to fifth grade, and then, in a few
short months, they enter Middle School,
an exciting and somewhat scary new experience.
Out of all of Park’s events, this halfday in late May or early June seems to
be the most deeply rooted in our school’s
culture. Kindergarteners through fourth
graders wait eagerly to have the role of
honor at the May Pole, and sixth graders to
graduates look back upon the event with
fond memories.
There has been an effort in recent years
to preserve the tradition of holding May
Day outdoors, and compromises have been
made to allow for the May Pole dance to
be held outdoors and the singing inside.
Therefore, it was a bit of a surprise when it
was announced this year that the format of
May Day would be substantially changed;
an event with the kind of tradition that

surrounds May Day is sometimes hard to
modify without sparking controversy.
This year, May Day, as many know it,
has been split into two separate events.
The first of these, called Spring Sing,
was a division-wide musical celebration.
Friends and family gathered with the entire Lower School on Tuesday to perform
rehearsed choral pieces, as well as dances
and instrumental music.
The second event retains the original
title and most of the tradition, including
the return of the rest of the school to witness the ceremony. On June 3, the Lower
School, its families, and all students from
Middle and Upper Schools will gather
once again to watch the fifth grade twirl
around the May Pole and pass their flags
to the fourth graders.
There will be no formal choral presentation, but instead an informal sing-along, giving the large audience of parents,
friends, and other relations a chance to
participate in what formerly was a non-interactive event. In keeping with the tradition, the day will end early, and there will
be the usual activities afterwards (including the obligatory, delicious lemon sticks.)
The “new” May Day holds onto the most
evocative portions of the celebration and
retains the joy of music as a celebration
of community.
This year, some may sigh when they
hear that May Day has been modified, but
many others will look forward to the special day of ceremony and celebration in
June as much as they always have.
--Christopher Mergen ‘14

Praise for safer lawn treatments
Along with most other schools in the
nation, we at the Park School spray our
lawns and fields with a variety of chemicals, which includes a toxic one known
as Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid, or, 2,4-D.
As the most widely used herbicide in the
world, 2,4-D is used for things such as
weed control in lawns or control of brush
along highways. However, along with
these uses come several risks. The most
prevalent: cancer.
Certainly, I can’t make the claim that
2,4-D is a definite cause of cancer, but it
is thought that being around 2,4-D substantially increases the risk of obtaining
the disease. While this is a highly debated
topic, there are several cases in which
studies have supported this claim.
In a study done in 1985 by the National Cancer Institute and the University of
Kansas, it was shown that farmers who
worked around the chemical had a 600%
greater chance of obtaining lymphatic
cancer than those who did not. During
a study of Nebraskan farmers in 1990,
it was found that exposure to 2,4-D increased the risk of obtaining non-Hodg-

kin’s lymphoma.
Despite this, however, according to the
United States Environmental Protection
Agency, there isn’t enough conclusive
data to support the link between human
cancer and 2,4-D.
Realistically, there isn’t a definite answer to this question. There are multiple
case studies, which lean towards either
side. But, if there is the chance that cancer
is more easily obtained from being around
the chemical, why take the risk?
Fortunately, as of June of this year, the
Facilities crew has decided it was time to
change how we treat our fields – and we
will no longer use 2,4-D. Additionally,
we will use an organic, rather than synthetic fertilizer. Using an organic fertilizer known as 16-2-3, the school will also
lessen the effects of dead-zone creating
runoff.
As students at the Park School, I feel
we have the right to know what is going
on around us, as well as the dangers to
our community.
--Jarod Miller ‘11

Reviews The Postscript,
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Eighth grade friends interview Very Potter musical star

Merrick and Blau met and interviewed
Joe Moses of A Very Potter Musical.

by Hannah Blau ‘15 and
Sheridan Merrick ‘15
It was a sunny day in Union Square as
we walked into a crowded café to have
coffee with Joe Moses. Every table was
occupied with busy New Yorkers chatting away during their lunch breaks. With
waitresses rushing back and forth, we
found our way to what we were promised would be a quieter spot. We settled
down, paper in hand, while little brother
Noah was busy setting up a homemade tripod, built of up-turned glasses and folded
napkins. Ready to begin our interview,
we anxiously awaited the arrival of Joe
Moses. After months of perseverance, we
were finally here.
Moses is a member of Starkid, a Chicago-based theater company. Ever since

a group of theater majors from The University of Michigan wrote and staged the
show A Very Potter Musical, a parody of
the famous Harry Potter series, people
have lined up at the door to see their original performances. On Youtube, Act One,
Part One of A Very Potter Musical has
collected over five million views. Most of
the music is written by Darren Criss, who
currently stars on Glee. Starkid is loved
for its insane plot lines and its perfect balance between funny and touching.
Moses plays Snape. We wanted to interview him because it’s amazing how a
little theater company run by a group of
college kids has come so far.
“Ever since I was about seven years
old… I wanted to be an actor,” said Moses. He participated in a kid’s theater
workshop, and he’s had a passion for theater ever since. “I’ve thought about maybe
doing other things in my life, but theater
is really…the one thing that I’ve ever…
wanted to do,” he said. But, in Middle
School, being a boy involved in theater
isn’t exactly thought of as cool. “Middle
School is… like the worst,” he said. But
that didn’t stop him from continuing theater through high school and eventually
going to college for Fine Arts. This is
where Starkid began.
A Very Potter Musical combined the

stories of the different books, with some
added pizzazz--Draco Malfoy falls in love
with Hermione, Harry goes everywhere
with a guitar, and Quirrel and Voldemort
have some kind of bromance thing going
on. “The first night of Harry Potter…. was
pretty crazy. …we did not expect that big
of a turnout…” he told us.
Moses is particularly loved for his take
on Snape. Especially considering how
people have grown so attached to Alan
Rickman’s Snape, we have to say “bravo”
to Moses for making this character a hit.
Having just finished Starkid’s newest
original musical, Starship, that premiered
April 30 on Youtube, Joe Moses is currently an unemployed actor in New York.
“I quit my job to work on the Starship
show,” he said. He now spends most of
his time auditioning. Starship was very
successful. “We had fans from…Australia
and Austria.”
Although Starkid is successful because
of its creative writing and witty humor,
their secret ingredient is something entirely different. Part of the reason for Starkids’
success is that they are fun, zany people
who have a blast on stage. “I have so much
fun being around these guys and working
with them,” he said.
Being theater people ourselves, (we
did our first production together when

we were eight years old), this is very inspiring. In a world completely ruled by
parents and teachers, it’s nice to know that
there is power in doing what you love.
These people are doing what we love to
do, and they’re succeeding in it, too.
After months of frustration and hard
work, we were sitting in The Coffee Shop,
interviewing one of our idols. That is another lesson that Joe and all of Starkid has
taught us: That through rejection, teasing, frustration and whatever other crap
life has to offer, never EVER give up. As
Moses puts it, “Stick with your dreams
‘cause they can come true.”
If you’re interested in Starkid’s work,
go to www.teamstarkid.com.

photo courtesy http://teamstarkid.bandcamp.com/

IS NOT TO BE MISSED
by Ben Sottak ‘11
It’s easy to see how a movie like Hanna
would fly under the radar. No major stars,
a young director, and a title that leaves
much to be desired. Trust me: Hanna is
not to be missed. Using a familiar story,
Director Joe Wright has crafted a wholly
original action thriller in the style of Run
Lola Run and The Professional. Come for
the thrilling action sequences and stay
for the emotional roundhouse kick that
is Hanna.
Eric Bana plays a widowed father hiding in the frozen wilderness of Finland.
With him is his 16- year-old daughter Hanna (Saoirse Ronan), whom he has trained
to think, fight, and kill like an assassin.
When the confines of the forest prove
too great, Hanna is pushed into the real
world, and pursued by a crazed CIA agent
named Marissa Viegler (Cate Blanchett).
In a chase that spans continents, Hanna
must evade capture and uncover the truth
about her violent past.
Joe Wright is a criminally underrated
talent. Known for Atonement and Pride
and Prejudice, Hanna proves that Wright
is not only an actor’s director, but an action director as well. From beginning to
end Hanna is a non-stop thrill ride that
never slows down. Every action set-

piece is filled with the utmost detail and
accompanied by a pulsating score from
The Chemical Brothers. The editing
and cinematography are a technological
marvel; fast paced, but never confusing.
Watch for the single take fight-scene in a
Berlin subway station. It will leave you
breathless.
What’s even better is that Wright has
succeeded in making a character-driven
action film, something almost unheard of
in this day and age. Credit, in part, is due
to his talented cast led by Celtic actress
Saoirse Ronan. Even at16, Ronan is a
major talent. Here she turns in another
consummate performance opposite an
excellent Bana.
Their father-daughter scenes are
brimming with intensity and heartache.
Rounding out the cast is the always-reliable Blanchett, as the conniving, sadistic Viegler. Her final showdown against
Hanna burns with feminine fire.
Hanna is that rare combination of
crowd-pleasing action and critic pleasing substance. While the fight scenes pack
a punch, it’s the intimate, quiet moments,
where Hanna learns what it means to be
human, that give the film its real power.
Like the titular character, Hanna is a force
to be reckoned with; you won’t know what
hit you.
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Everything you wanted to know about athletic recruits
Recruitment explained: How missing class (sometimes) gets you into college
by Eric Sussman ‘13
For Park’s most serious athletes, it makes sense to continue
playing competitive sports in college. Across the nation, top-level
prospects are frequently admitted
into selective universities solely
because of their potential for intercollegiate competition.
It’s not often that Park students are admitted into a college
for their athletic ability, but it
does occur. The recruitment process is long and involved.
“Recruiting means that [the
coach at a college] would like
you to come play for him,” said
college counselor Tina Forbush.
The process works differently
for every sport and for every division – the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA)
holds competition in three separate divisions: Division I (DI),
Division II (DII) and Division
III (DIII).
Only DI and DII schools are
permitted to offer athletic scholarships, although the admissions
office could give a full ride at a
DIII school if the coach really
wants the player. The only DI
conference that doesn’t offer
athletic scholarships is the Ivy

League, whose schools have
agreed to weigh academics more
heavily than athletics.
Potential college recruits need
to be proactive in the process:
they’re best off belonging to a
club or travel team, because few
scouts visit Park. Athletes also attract collegiate attention through
summer camps and workouts,
which serve as showcases for
coaches.
“I played on a club team over
the summer, and we went to different tournaments and the people watching you consist of your
parents and college scouts,” said
Brandon Keiser ’11, who was recruited to play lacrosse at Witten-

berg University. “If a scout sees
something he likes, he contacts
your coach, who puts him in
touch with you.”
For all potential recruits, practice makes perfect – the athletes
need to continue honing their
skills.
To demonstrate improvement,
athletes need to be continually
seen. Many send in-action videos of themselves, and attend
multiple camps after first being
contacted.
Jonathan Hettleman ’10, who
currently plays baseball at Johns
Hopkins University remembers
that the key to the process was
standing out: “Coaches look at

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
Adrienne Tarver ‘10, chose Yale over Northwestern in the recruitment game. She plays at Yale as a freshman.

hundreds of potential players,
so making a good impression
is everything. Also, I found that
the hardest thing about playing at
showcases and recruiting camps
was staying confident and not
putting too much pressure on myself in an environment in which I
was competing with hundreds of
great players to make a positive
impression.”
If a student-athlete is being recruited, (s)he will know by his/
her junior year. Between four and
six students each year say they
are planning to play sports at a DI
or DII level, although the number is higher for potential DIII
athletes.
To make sure student-athletes
are eligible for college sports, the
NCAA clearinghouse requires
that recruits enroll in selected
academic courses and maintain
certain grades.
Athletes interested in recruitment must abide by NCAA regulations during the process, and all
of his/her classes must first be
approved by the organization.
Interestingly, not all of Park’s
courses meet NCAA standards.
The Cruise, an English course,
is alternatively titled Literature
of Travel, because The Cruise

didn’t qualify as an acceptable
NCAA “core course.” Over the
summer, faculty ensure that there
are enough “core courses” for
students who plan to play sports
in college.
In recent years, a few Bruins
have gone to Division I schools
like Stanford, Yale and Brown.
Some of these students received
“likely letters” from their respective schools.A likely letter says
that, if a student-athlete maintains
his/her grades, he/she will be admitted. Likely letters are used to
increase the odds that recruited
athletes stay committed to their
respective universities.
Allthough it’s a long process,
former Bruins have found it rewarding. “The process was a lot
of fun in my opinion,” Keiser
said, “[College sports] are a totally different level of competition: it’s the best versus the best,
and it’s a wonderful thing.”
“At major showcases there
were times when I was the only
player on the field taking ground
balls, and there were over 200
college coaches watching me.
You just have to do your best to
stay calm and not put too much
pressure on yourself,” said Hettleman.

Lacrosse a life-long sport for Yani Newton ‘04 Zac White ‘06 looks to play pro in Europe
moved on to a drastically different but
equally challenging task: teaching disYani Newton ‘04 is alive and well. As abled and underprivileged New Orleans
a Park student, Newton was a four-year high school students, with Teach for
varsity letter recipient in field hockey, America.
In New Orleans, she tried to introduce
basketball, and lacrosse.
Yani took sports seriously, and excelled lacrosse into the community in her spare
in them. She remembers her high school time, organizing games, but the spark
failed to catch.
years fondly: “I had
Today, Newton works in
such a great time being
Washington, D.C. as a conout on the field, and
sultant for Accenture.
getting a lot of playing
Though various ankle,
time, and I recognized
knee, and hip surgeries have
how lucky I was, being
cast doubt on her future in
at Park.”
sports, she recently signed
After being heavup for a women’s club laily recruited, Newton
crosse team, where she will
continued her lacrosse
play alongside women she
career at Duke, where
played against in high school
she played in every
and college.
game for four years and
She hopes to continue
started in every game
without further surgery, and
her sophomore, junior,
still “plays with the idea
and senior years.
of” trying out for the U.S.
Duke was a marked
photo courtesy Y. Newton ‘04
step up from Park, and the increase in time team.
Even if her Team USA thoughts don’t
commitment reflected as much.
Yani led a “completely different life pan out, her love of lacrosse will live on
than most college students expect to live... because of the lessons she learned at Park:
“You’re always trying to win, but [the
it was just crazy all the time,” she said.
During her tenure, the Blue Devils were Park team] wasn’t always the best, so it
phenomenally successful: they qualified definitely made me love the sport... when
for four consecutive Final Fours, and lost you’re not out there just to win, you have
them by a combined total of five points. to remember that you’re still out there for
After graduating in 2008, Newton a reason.”

by Jacob Potash ‘14

for his nuanced play and his impact on
the league. As his former W&L coach,
Older Bruins’ fans probably remem- Adam Hutchinson, once told The Roanoke
ber Zac White ‘06, the powerful 6’6” all- Times, “[Zac] can do it all. He can shoot,
MIAA forward who won a championship pass, post up, rebound.”
his senior year.
Nowadays, with his collegiate run over,
Recruited throughout his high school White is eyeing professional options. Percareer, Zac continued onto the collegiate haps the most likely scenario for White’s
level at Washington and Lee University, career trajectory is a life overseas: “I want
the same school for which his brother, to continue playing for as long as possible
Alex, once played. Although Zac initially at the highest level possible,” he said, “and
saw little action, he eventually became playing abroad is probably the best option
one of the principal scorers, and took on to continue my career.”
a vital leadership role.
The search is ongoing, and White is
White led W&L’s program to new unsure where he’ll land. “There are so
heights, along the way garnering awards many teams out there that it’s hard to tell,”
he said. “I spoke with an agent
and he pointed out that -- unlike
the US, where the NBA is pretty much the only professional
league -- there are different levels of play within each European
country and different levels from
country to country.”
It’s been a frustratingly long
search thus far, and his opportunities have been limited by the
recession, but White refuses to
give up: “Basketball is everything to me,” he said. “I have
been playing for my whole
life.”
With an optimistic outlook,
photo courtesy Kevin Remington, Washington and Lee
Zac White became an integral player on Washington and and tremendous natural talent,
Lee’s Basketball team.
White is sure to succeed.

By Idris Mitchell ‘14
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Squash team is far from ‘lackadaisical’
by Joel Naiman ‘11
I am writing this in response to Alec
Ring’s March 9 article entitled “Squash:
You Call Yourselves Teammates?”
First and foremost, congratulations to
the 2010-2011 Varsity squash team on
a triumphant championship season. The
team travelled to nationals at Yale University in early February, winning their
division. Seasons like these can’t be taken
for granted and need to be commended.
As a member of the squad, I can say
that although the Squash team had little
practice time due to the lack of available
court time at Meadow Mill Athletic Club,
they worked hard and did what they could
with what was given to them.
Nearly every practice, players stayed
late working on skills, match play or running sprints.
Mr. Ring wrote, “The lackadaisical attitude surrounding the sport is apparent

every winter. But the attitude does not
originate from the student body. It comes
from the players on the Squash team
themselves.”
Although the team suffered a rough
regular season, not brimming with wins,
the term, “lackadaisical” is not a fair or
accurate term to characterize it. Of the top
10 members of the team, four were first
year players and four only started playing
within the past three years.
Squash is a sport that requires strong
cardio fitness as well as great strategic
insight, attributes that come with experience.
These players improved significantly
through the season with the support and
help of each other.
Park squash may not have been the
strongest team on campus but there was
constant effort being put forth behind the
scenes.
Before their Gilman match, which

Mr. Ring attended, Park had already
been mathematically eliminated from the
MIAA playoffs and was pitted against a
team ranked in the top 10 nationally.
It is fair to say that the team was placed
in a difficult scenario and tried to use it as
a learning experience.
Perhaps there wasn’t as much enthusiasm as there could have been, but with Mr.
Ring being a baseball player, it equates
to Park’s baseball team playing against a
high level, division one program, another
match up that wouldn’t end well.
It is also fair to say that what Mr. Ring
witnessed in simply attending one match
cannot sum up the entire experience of
playing in this program. Many players
on the team went from being first time
players to strong competitors through the
season, and took themselves and the role
of playing on a varsity team seriously.
Lastly, the work and dedication of
the team’s coaches, Ken Katz and Toby

Gordon need to be applauded. The two
volunteered many hours of their time this
season and set in place an indisputably
wonderful atmosphere teeming with camaraderie and sportsmanship.
Squash culture at Park is not, “comical,” as Mr. Ring wrote; it is and will
continue to be dedicated and proud of its
accomplishments.
The coaches have been wonderful
mentors and have been instrumental in
teaching a life-long game.
Not less, but more varsity programs
should function like squash, a program
that allows teammates to have fun, and
that fully embodies the philosophy of Park
School.

Midseason update: Girls’ Varsity
Lacrosse prepares for playoffs
by Daniel Stern ‘12
It’s been a season of ups and downs
for Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse. On the one
hand, the team has compensated well for
the departure of last year’s standout seniors, such as Adrienne Tarver ‘10 and
Lucie Weinberg ’10; on the other hand,
this year’s squad has lost more games,
and faced stiffer competition, than has any
other Park Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse team of
the past few years.
According to the players, these losses
have come primarily because of increased
competition in the conference.
“In the past, it was always us and
Friends,” said Yen Baker ’13, “but now
– among the top five teams in the conference – any of us could beat any of us on
any given day.”
Against Friends, one of the “top five
teams” to which Baker referred, the Bruins spent the majority of the game ahead,
before squandering a four-goal lead and
losing.
This year’s Bruins are sophomoreheavy – members of the class of 2013

constitute the plurality of the squad – but
many of the team’s seniors have had impressive campaigns. Ashley Hohman ’11,
Autumn Cohen ’11, and Lauren Sibel ’11,
have all had successful seasons for the
offense.
A number of newcomers have also
done well: Freshmen Sara Lessans and
Rachel Day have both made immediate
impacts on Varsity. Akira Townes ’13 has
also been strong for Park’s defense, playing lacrosse for the first time at the high
school level.
Currently, the Bruins are in position
to take the four-seed in the upcoming
playoffs. That’s good, but not great, especially considering the team’s success
in past years.
Still, the Bruins’ regular season record
won’t matter after the postseason begins.
The clean slate is an exciting prospect
for the team.“We’re looking forward
to the playoffs because it’ll be a fresh
start,” Quinn Salditch ’13 said, “and because we know if we come out strong,
we can beat anyone in our conference.”
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Senior Lacrosse players G. Schwartz ‘11, A. Hohman, A. Piper, and A. Cohen
prepare for their game against Friends School.
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Seniors B. Keiser, E. Freedman, J. Kolodner, and E. Bass lead an underclassmen-laden squad. The Bruins have frequently grappled with the difficulties
of competing against bigger and more athletic teams.

Boys’ Lacrosse struggles with inconsistent play, lack of aggression
With the season winding to a close, the
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse team finds itself on
the fringe of the playoff bubble.
In the MIAA B Conference, in which
the top six of eight teams advance to the
postseason tournament, the Bruins are 3-8,
in seventh place, having thus far struggled
to execute consistently.
The team’s difficulties have stemmed
from a surprisingly impotent offense.
Going into the season, many expected
the Bruins to be strongest in their attack,
which fields senior captains Brandon
Keiser and Emmett Freedman.
Unfortunately, the unit, which includes
Alex Kouwenhoven ’13, has failed to
score its potential’s worth of goals.
Keiser, to his credit, has had a number
of stellar performances. But, so far, the
Bruins have managed fewer than seven
goals in eight of eleven matches.
The struggles have extended to the mid-

field: Nick Halle ’12 hasn’t yet been able
to replicate his past shooting successes;
Francesco Porcarelli ’14 and Hugh Huppman ’14 showed potential, but none have
fully demonstrated an ability to scoop
contested ground balls.
On the defensive end, the season has
been marked by a slight lack of aggression, though Drew Goldfarb ’12 and Randy Conney ’13, in new leadership roles,
have each enjoyed reasonable success.
The cornerstone of the team, Junior
Goalie Ham Sonnenfeld, is an undisputed leader, and perhaps the most talented
player on the squad.
The Bruins are a budding group -- they
recently scored a big win against Sts. Peter
and Paul, and there’s no reason to doubt
they’ll string together enough wins to
qualify for the playoffs.To achieve that
end, though, the team has some work still
to do.
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Injuries cripple Varsity Baseball
By Teddy Levine ‘14
Injuries and a shortage of players have
plagued the Varsity Baseball team this
spring, in a campaign that Jake Abrams
’12 characterized as a “classic rebuilding
season.” After starting the season with 12
players, barely enough for a competitive
team, two members quit. This left the Bruins with 10 kids, and only one substitute
in any given game.
With only 10 players, any injury, however minor, would have been devastating.
The team certainly couldn’t afford the season ending injury to standout catcher Max
Berner ’12, and a broken finger for Drew
Himmelrich ’14. A recent injury to Daniel
Levine ’14 has only deepened the hole.
“A lack of players left us very little room
for error,” Berner said, “but we haven’t
been fortunate enough to avoid injuries
altogether.”
For a short period of time, unable to
field a full team as a result of these injuries, the Bruins were forced to postpone
games. “It’s been a tough season with all
the injuries we’ve faced and the limited
amount of players, however, we still try
hard in every practice and game. Playing
on this team has been a great experience
and hopefully we can win some more
games,” said Himmelrich.
Last season was a different story: the
2010 team was a powerhouse. Winning
last year’s MIAA B Conference Championship, with a stacked roster, one teeming with talented seniors such as Jonathan
Hettleman and Ben Brewster.

Sports to the
Max (and Stern)
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M. Ginsburg ‘12 and J. Abrams ‘12 are two of the remaining 10 players working hard
in practice and in games despite less than ideal circumstances.

It has been challenging to fill the shoes
of those departed seniors. Players that normally wouldn’t be major contributors, including a few brave freshmen, have been
forced to step up and fill the roster’s holes,
and adjust to new positions on the field.
All of these changes have been challenges,
but hard work and a commitment to improve has made such changes possible.
“Last year, when we lost Alec Ring
‘11 to a season-ending injury, we lost a
cornerstone player,” Berner said. “But we
were able to rework the lineup in such a
way that enabled us to keep winning. This
year, we’ve had to sacrifice competitiveness in order to make ends meet.”

This year’s team has just one win (current as of April 27), which is disappointing, though expected.
Junior Michael Ginsburg also thinks
that this year is something of a rebuilding
year: “The underclassmen on our team
have huge roles to fill,” he said, “but overall they’re doing a solid job.”
Upperclassmen, such as Abrams, Berner, and Ring were part of last season’s
championship team, and they’ve seen
firsthand what the program is capable of.
In future years, though, the Bruins would
need increased interest, and better luck on
the injury front, to restore their winning
tradition.

Josh Wolf moves on as McKnight steps up
By Michael Ginsburg ‘11
After a 15-year tenure, which began
in 1995, Boys’ Varsity Basketball Coach
Josh Wolf is taking on a new challenge.
Wolf, known affectionately by his players
and students as Señor Lobo, has decided
to accept
p the
interim
prin-

cipal job for the Middle School.
With the job, though, comes the necessity of giving up the coaching position
that he loves dearly. “Deciding to take
the Middle School principal job was one
of the most difficult decisions I’ve ever
made,”
, Wolf said,, “but this is a great opportunity for me. If I never try it, how will
I ever know if I like it or nnot?”
The last time Wolf took a year off
was the 2006-2007 season, when
his twins Jacob and Daniel
As
were born. Aside
from that
season,
s as
se
a on, Wolf has been an
icon
o as the head
h
coach of
Varsity Basketball:
Baske
he’s won
two MIAA C Conference
Cham
Championships,
and
has sported consistently successsis
ful squads.
fu
Moving forward, former
Junior Varsity Coach
Justin McKnight will
assume the
role that Wolf
leaves behind.
lea

McKnight has had great success as a Park
basketball coach. In his four years as a
coach, he managed to win a championship
in the competitive MIAA Fresh-Soph B
Conference.
Next year, McKnight will be reuniting
with many of the players from that 20082009 championship team who will be seniors next year. “It’ll be great to get back
together with those guys that I coached
a few years ago,” McKnight said, “and
hopefully we can be just as successful as
we were then.”
McKnight hopes to “inspire hearts of
champions in all of the players,” and to
“keep much of what Lobo had done intact.”
Next season will see the intersection
of two paths, that of Wolf, the departing
figurehead, and that of McKnight, the rising star.
Although Wolf is entering a new chapter in his life, basketball will always remain a part of it: “[During basketball season], I barely have enough time to make
the bed in the morning.” As for McKnight,
the future is slightly less certain: “I just
hope that I can perform well enough that
the school will look favorably upon me,
and want to keep me around.”

High school sports offer a unique opportunity to escape for a few hours every
day from the simple monotony of life in
the classroom.
For the invaluable early dismissals that
result from after-school games, student
athletes have a high price to pay. The pressures of team sports can at times be both
exhilarating and taxing.
Joining a team is a huge commitment;
for many, this commitment is a deterrent,
and consequently our teams suffer from
lack of talent.
This year’s baseball team has only 11
players, one of whom is out for the season
due to injury. Many students simply do
not have the time for daily practices adding up to over 10 hours a week, and with
good reason.
Where our athletic program is lacking
is the lack of variety in opportunities. At
Gilman, students (who must participate in
athletics every season) can choose from
a wide variety of activities, ranging from
basketball to golf, most of which are intramural options—just for fun.
At Park, the vast majority of athletic
opportunities are about much more than
having a good time.
Practices and games are mandatory;
absence is not acceptable. Because of our
small numbers, every player matters, so
commitment to the team must be valued
as a priority above all else.
The problem with Park athletics is that
there appears to be no problem. The athletes mind their own business, and the rest
of the students mind theirs.
Left out of the equation are those who
enjoy sports, but do not see them as their
number one priority. Park requires every
student to earn athletic credits in order to
graduate, but they do not back up that requirement with adequate opportunities.
There is a reason why Ultimate Frisbee, the only legitimate intramural option
at Park, is by numbers the most popular
sport at Park. As opposed to the drudge
of long practices, excessive sprinting, and
losing seasons, the relaxed environment
of Frisbee is quite appealing.
At an upper school with only 328 members, we have 16 Varsity teams.
Instead of complaining about the lack
of interest in our Varsity programs, the
real concern should be enhancing the alternatives. What Park really needs is another Ultimate Frisbee, not a JV lacrosse
team.

