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Photographer Chris Jordan
presented his work to Upper
School students March 1 as
the 2010 Diana Lee Fox ‘75
Resident Artist. Jordan’s work
communicates the significance
of mass consumption, and his
photographs depict the magnitude
of human waste. He described
human waste as, “piles of detritus of our mass consumption.”
Christine Tillman, Upper
School art teacher, explained
that Park had never before selected a photographer as resident
artist. “One of my favorite things
about his work is that it speaks
to everybody,” Tillman said.
She added that Jordan’s
work seemed particularly fitting
given Park students’ exposure
during past assemblies to issues surrounding sustainability
and environmental degradation.
Students responded positively
to the assembly presentation.
“[Jordan’s] work appealed to
a larger audience,” said Emily Breiter ‘10. Maria Schwartz
10’ thought that unlike previous resident artists, “[Jordan]
was an engaging speaker.”
Jordan recounted how his
career as an artist started. Af-

ter practicing law for several
years, he realized that his work
was unfulfilling, and at 38,
gave up law to pursue his lifelong interest in photography.
During the presentation, Jordan displayed photographs of
a garbage dump in Seattle that
portrayed something he called
his “cosmic color theory.” When
friends noted that one of his pieces was interesting for a different
reason--showing the enormity of
American waste--Jordan changed
his focus and began to depict
images of real items such as cell
phones and paper grocery bags.
Jordan recognized that his
pictures couldn’t represent the
entirety of consumption so he
started to take several images
of the same thing from different
orientations and then digitally
modified them, linking them
together to give the viewer an
understanding of what our consumption and waste looks like.
This idea led to one of his
series called “Running the Numbers.” Jordan was interested in
representing the relationship
between the near and the far in
his photos. Viewers can see all
the individual pieces from up
close, but the photograph’s true
message depends on stepping

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Diana Lee Fox ‘75 Resident Artist Chris Jordan displays photographs
depicting the effects of America’s mass consumption.

back and taking in the larger
picture. Jordan hopes that this
change in scale will help people

understand the impact of the
individual on his or her world.
Continued on page 4
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Students and faculty will
return from Spring break
a day early to make up for
five snow days in February.
“Each year we build into
the calendar a number of snow
days, and we had included...
three instructional days beyond
the State requirement,” Head
of School Dan Paradis wrote
in a March 1 letter to parents.
With the addition of March
23, the school is still one day shy
of the 170-day mandate for inde-

pendent schools, but “if the state
does not waive the second day,
Memorial Day will likely be used
as a school day,” wrote Paradis.
Whether Park closes at all
for snow has been a question
since the administration of Dr.
F. Parvin Sharpless (1976-1995),
who was famous for keeping
school open when most systems
were closed. Because of the
unusual circumstances of this
winter’s double blizzard, there
was no question that school
should be closed. Roads were
not cleared and access to the
campus was nearly impossible.
Closing school is not a unilateral decision; a number of
people are part of the process.
“The number one thing we check
is the weather report. Number
two is probably road conditions,
but they really go hand-inhand,” Director of Safety and
Security Robert Peck III said.

In addition, a member of the
Facilities department reports to
Peck on the state of the campus.
After evaluating the weather
forecasts, road conditions and state
of the campus, Peck recommends
whether school opens on time,
needs to delay, or gets cancelled.
“We also see what other
schools are doing, but you really have to think about the
entire school day--not just if
students can get here, but if
they will be able to be picked
up as well,” he said. “We ask
whether we think parents are
going to be able to get here, and
can students get home. With the
large number of kids driving to
school, it becomes more crucial
to make the right decision.”
Peck reports his recommendation to Paradis, who makes the
final decision. “The main point
is to ensure the safety of students,
faculty and personnel,” Peck said.

“We mostly just use common
sense and make the best decision we can at the given time.”
Throughout the “snowpocalypse,” members of Facilities
worked long hours to clear the
campus’ roads, sidewalks, and
flat-topped roofs. In recognition of their works, Human
Sexuality teacher Debbie Roffman organized a collection of
money from faculty and staff
as gifts to Facilities staff.
“All it took was sending out
an email,” Roffman said. “The
response of the faculty and staff
was immediate and extraordinary--over a 100 people donated
more than $1700 to show their
deep appreciation and affection for the Facilities staff. We
were able to provide a wonderful lunch the week of the
storms and give each member
of the team a $100 American
Express gift card,” Roffman said.
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Schlitz’s magical tale delights fans
by Emma Gross ‘11
Students of all ages waited
outside the Lower School Library
February 23, each clutching a
small, silver and blue book entitled The Night Fairy. This novel is
the newest publication of Lower
School Librarian Laura Schlitz.
The Night Fairy is Schlitz’s
fifth book, and her first since winning the Newbery Award in 2008
for a series of monologues entitled
Good Masters! Sweet Ladies!:
Voices from a Medieval Village.
“I’m so excited to read
this story!” said fourth grader
Charlotte Baird, as she flipped
through the pages. Students,
parents, faculty, and administrators waited in the Library Gallery to have their copies of the
book signed by its author. “We
are very excited for Laura,” said
parent Lynn Hutchinson, who

stood in line with her daughter
Helen. “The story looks wonderful, and the illustrations are
absolutely beautiful,” she said.
Prior to the book signing, a
ceremony was held inside the
Lower School Library where Director of Library Services Susan
Weintraub and Lower School
Librarian Twig George spoke
about Schlitz and her new novel.
“Laura’s books are so wonderful,” said George. “Every
word is crafted perfectly, and in
that crafting there is so much fun!
She never loses the lightness,
sparkle, imagination and incredible details that keep you moving along in the book,” she said.
“The Night Fairy,” said Head
of School Dan Paradis, “is an
enchanting story about finding
one’s wings.” Paradis was unable to attend the celebration because he was at an independent

photos by A. Sussman ‘10
Librarian Laura Schlitz shares her new book, The Night Fairy, with
a crowd of students, teachers and parents.

school conference in California. In his absence, Weintraub
read the note to the audience.
Schlitz spoke about the writing process and development of
her novel. “As a child I loved
fairies. When the children in the
library came to me wanting to
read a story about fairies, I went
to the bookstore and looked at
all of the books about fairies.
Some were pretty, but not much
was going on. I thought maybe I could write a story where
something would happen!”
The story of Flory, a night
fairy, who is the book’s title
character, developed shortly after
that. As part of the writing process, Schlitz read an early draft of
her novel to a second grade class.
“I read the story to the children, who listened seriously,
laughed at the parts I secretly
hoped were funny, and provided me with much encouragement,” Schlitz said. “In addition, they also gave me ideas
and suggestions for revisions.”
Many of these second graders, now in the fifth grade, attended the ceremony, and eagerly awaited reading the final
draft of The Night Fairy. “I can’t
believe that what we heard three
years ago is now this!” said
fifth grader, Rebecca DetlingEdsall, holding up her copy.
Schlitz is the librarian for
the third through fifth grades.

“She reads poems, recites stories, and helps us find books,”
said fourth grader Emma Cook.
“She has the mind of a child,
very playful. But at the same time
it is very disciplining. When you
are with her you want to be good
and listen to her stories,” said
Daniel Neiman, a fifth grader.
“When Laura tells the stories,
you feel like you are in them,”
said fourth grader Hannah Cole.
“It is truly amazing how much
she knows, and how well she does
it, and how much fun she has,”

said George. “It is a lot to do at
once. Each of her books is written in a different style; every one
is different. She has a biography,
a retelling of a fable, a group of
monologues, and now two novels. It is very rare to find an author
who can write like Laura can.”
Schlitz’s other books are A
Drowned Maiden’s Hair: A
Melodrama (2007); The Bearskinner: A Tale of the Brothers Grimm; (2008) and The
Hero Schliemann: The Dreamer who Dug for Troy (2007).

Howard to leave after 44 years of service to school
by Eli Block ‘12
James R. Howard III, currently Director of Appalachian Challenge, will not be
returning to Park for the 2010-2011 school
year. After 44 years of working with
the school, Howard will be moving on.
“I promised myself that for the first
six months I’d do nothing,” said Howard
who looks forward to spending time with
his family, sleeping late, and overseeing construction of his house that is being built on Chincoteague Island. “After
that, I’m not sure what I’m going to do.”
One possibility for Howard’s future is
becoming a consultant in the field of experiential education. In this position he
would assist schools and organizations in
developing their programs to incorporate
and take advantage of their surroundings.
Howard was hired in 1966 to teach
what was then called “Upper 1 and Upper 2 Sciences” [this equates to seventh

and eighth grade earth and space science
classes]. He was the chair of the science
department soon thereafter. Howard
went on to develop numerous programs
that take advantage of the world outside
the school building. “I never asked for
a program that [the school administration] wouldn’t let me start,” said Howard.
Howard is most famous for beginning
the Appalachian Challenge program and
Park’s outdoor challenge course, one of
the few in the nation that has been entirely student constructed, led, and maintained. “I was inspired by the campus,”
said Howard, “a colleague of mine had
gone to a conference where they went
through a ropes course and came back
to me and said, ‘This was really wild!’”
So, Howard and a dedicated group of
students began building what is now an
over 40 initiative course in Park’s woods.
A core value of Howard’s has always
been outreach: “I’ve always felt that in-

dependent schools have an obligation to
share their unique programs and facilities
with those less fortunate.” That is why
he created the Challenge Outreach program, which allows students from public
schools and other programs (such as the
Children’s Guild) to experience the Challenge program. Howard also originated
many other programs including horseback riding and the Park Camps program.
Howard would not comment on the
situation surrounding his departure. He
did, however, confirm that he would “…
retire in June after nearly half a century
of service to Park School,” as Associate Head of School Betsy Leighton said
in an e-mail that went out to the faculty.
In fact, Howard seems slightly remorseful about leaving, “I never really looked
at it as a job,” he said. “As a friend once
told me: If you find a job that you really like, you’ll never work a day in
your life. That is exactly what I did.”

photo by J. Patterson ‘10
James R. Howard III, Director of Appalachian Challenge, will leave Park at the
end of this school year.
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Position changes announced for 2010 school year
Ileana Imhoff, Elliott Hunstman and Bob Carter take on new roles
by Alec Ring ‘11
Changes in staffing are coming to
the Upper School for next year, but the
names remain the same. Bob Carter,
current Upper School Science Department Chair, will take over scheduling
responsibilities; science teacher Elliott Huntsman will become the department’s chair, and Ileana Imhoff, Spanish
teacher, will chair Modern Language.
Current scheduler Kim Baylis, and
Modern Language Department Chair
Christine Broening are retiring from Park
at the end of this school year, so Imhoff
and Carter have volunteered to take their
positions. Huntsman has volunteered to
replace Carter as science department chair.
Department chairs are responsible for
leading department meetings, interpreting course evaluations, setting a department budget, and attending classes of
other teachers in their respective departments. According to Huntsman, a department chair should, “craft a direction
for the department in a facilitative way.”
Huntsman is excited about becoming department chair: “I’m really

looking forward to working with my
department. I think the science department is in pretty good shape,” he said.
Huntsman also stated a few goals.
“A high priority is the transition from
Middle School science to the Upper
School,” he said. “ If we knew how students write lab reports and deal with certain
subjects in the Middle School, that transition to High School would be a lot easier.”
Huntsman noted that “improving
the curriculum is another priority. We
want to give all students good science
experiences, so how can we offer electives and classes that keep students in
science without pushing them away?”
Huntsman would also like to see science teachers visit each other’s classes more often, so that science classes
and teaching techniques can improve
systematically throughout the year.
Imhoff is also excited about her
new position. She feels that her department is strong at the moment and
her first job is to keep it that way.
“My first step as department chair
is to maintain things the way they are,”
she said. “ We all want to do better and

become more effective with our teaching, but I think we are a very good
team and we are the best department.”
The modern language chair is a K-12
position, so Imhoff will be responsible for
modern language programs in the entire
school. With such a big responsibility,
Betsy Leighton, Associate Head of School,
helped the department select its new chair.
According to Imhoff the department may
“write our own textbook, form a country
partnership with a Spanish country, and
really try to get at community service
and culture, which are the big ideas.”
Carter will be returning to scheduling, a
job he last handled seven years ago before
Baylis took over. In order to manage scheduling, he will only teach two science classes.
“I used to do the scheduling and I
liked it when I did it,” he said. “I’m
too old to be doing something I don’t
like. Scheduling is an interesting process, like a big puzzle, and I like that.”
Carter will be responsible for learning a new computer program for scheduling, which will also connect data
from all offices of the school. According to Carter, teachers will write quar-

photos by S. Cornblath ‘10
Incoming Modern Language Chair Ileana
Imhoff teachs Spanish 3A; next year’s
Science Chair Elliott Hunstman discusses heat with Accelerated Chemistry students; Bob Carter will re-assume
scheduling responsibilities.

terly comments using this system, and
when these comments are ready, students will be able to read them online.
Besides scheduling and managing the
new computer program, Carter will be responsible for textbook ordering, and overseeing the transition to a new company.
Faculty and staff will divide up some
of Baylis’s other jobs and responsibilities,
including putting together the Program of
Studies, overseeing the color copy machine, and managing standardized testing.
The role of Technology Coordinator will not be filled next year due
to school-wide budgetary cutbacks.

Eightnotes group claims best choreography

photo by Elliott Huntsman
The female a capella group, the Eightnotes, practice for their ICHSA competition February 27.

by Mariama Eversley ‘10
Upper School’s female a
capella group, the Eightnotes,
returned to Park with a third
place standing at the Interna-

tional Championship of High
School A Cappella (ICHSA)
regional
competition,
and
title of best choreography.
Upon hearing their demo
tape last spring, judges at Var-

sity Vocals--sponsors of the
tournament--accepted the group
along with five others in the
Mid-Atlantic region. When the
girls found out in early fall, they
immediately began rehearsing. “I was really excited,” said
Hannah Mitchell ‘10, “to know
I could be a part of a performance that would be viewed by
more than Park, and get judged.”
In addition to their bi-weekly
practices, the Eightnotes practiced every Sunday from 4:00
to 6:00, throughout immersion
week, and held morning practices in the week leading up to
the competition. “We sacrificed
a lot for rehearsals,” said Mitch-

ell. They also worked with a
professional vocal teacher, choreographer, and the PandemoniUM A Capella group from
the University of Maryland.
After a five-hour car ride, the
girls finally arrived in Pawling,
NY. Settling into the hotel and
practicing again, the Eightnotes
were ready. By afternoon they
reached Trinity-Pawling High
School, and the end of their competitive journey. “We were really
excited,” said Georgi McCauley
’10. “We were the smallest group,
and only single sex group.”
Though they didn’t win
first place, the Eightnotes were
proud of how far they came,

“Even though we didn’t win,
we’ve improved so much as a
group. Eightnotes will continue to have strong techniques.”
Music Chair, and Director of
the Eightnotes Adele Dinerstein,
was also pleased by the outcome,
“I thought they did great and I
know that they worked really
hard, putting in extra rehearsal
time. They came to my house
three times during the snow days,
and that was their idea,” she said.
The Eightnotes still have a
shot at making the finals. Those
who don’t place high in the regional competition can still enter as a wild card, and attend the
the final competition in April.
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Gap Year offers alumni opportunity to pursue interests
Shulkin also decided to travel to a foreign country during his gap year. A participant in the Young Judea Year Course
program, he is half-way through a ninemonth stay in Israel. He saw a gap year
as a chance to do something he wanted.
“I just finished high school so I have no
commitments,” he said. “It is the perfect
opportunity to learn about myself while I
don’t have other things to worry about yet.”
A variety of experiences in Israel
photo courtesy L. Hulleberg ‘09
Lucas Hulleberg ‘09 spent three months
in Bolivia during his gap year.

by Rachel Shapiro ‘10
Three graduates from the class of
2009 did not go to college. Instead, they
chose to defer school and take a gap year.
Students who elect this increasingly
popular option travel abroad, work, volunteer, or study somewhere other than
their future college. Alumni Lucas Hulleberg, Nathan Shulkin, and Eva Zenilman
are currently in the midst of gap years,
and while their experiences have been
different, all three have found similar
benefits to their year away from school.
Three months in Bolivia
Hulleberg recently returned to the United States after spending three months in Cochabamba, Bolivia. He stayed in a Bolivian
home and taught English at a high school
in the city. He also took Spanish classes
and traveled, visiting other parts of Bolivia as well as Argentina, Chile and Peru.
“It was definitely a good experience,” said Hulleberg. “Traveling by
myself and having responsibilities I had
never had before really helped me become a more independent and reliable
person.” This is exactly what he hoped
to gain from the experience. “I chose
to take a gap year because…I wanted
to become fluent in one of the two languages I was studying [in high school],
Chinese and Spanish, as well as travel
by myself to become more self-assured.”

Shulkin began his trip with a month in
Arad, a city in southern Israel. He lived
in an apartment with five roommates
and took classes in Hebrew language
and the history of the Israeli Defense
Forces. After Arad, Shulkin participated
in a two-month army experience called
Marva on an army base in Sde Boker.
“I wore the uniform, had a commander, learned a lot about the army,
and was treated exactly like an Israeli
soldier,” he said. After Marva, Shulkin
and his roommates from Arad moved to
Jerusalem. There he continues to take
Hebrew classes as well as an arts class.
He also volunteers at Bak’a Farm,
a youth rehabilitation center, helping
a Tae Kwon Do instructor construct a
studio. In a few weeks, Shulkin will
move to Bat Yam, a city outside of Tel
Aviv, for his final semester in Israel.
Teaching in New York City
Zenilman considered spending a year
in Israel as well, but decided to volunteer
with City Year New York instead because
she thought it would be a more fulfilling
experience. City Year is an Americorps
organization that works in almost 20 cities
in the U.S., Johannesburg, South Africa,
and London, England. City Year is a professional development program for 1724 year olds that aims to reduce the high
school dropout rate plaguing the education
system in urban communities. Zenilman is
one of 240 volunteers in New York City.
Teams of about 10 volunteers are sent
to each of the 20 middle and elementary school with which City Year has

partnerships. Zenilman’s team was assigned to P.S. 13, an elementary school
in the Brooklyn neighborhood of East
New York. P.S. 13 has a dropout of rate
of 22%, the highest in New York City.
Zenilman’s day begins at 7:45 each
morning. After greeting students and helping them get their breakfasts, she spends
the rest of the morning working as a literacy tutor in two second grade classes.
“I love getting the students excited
about reading,” said Zenilman. “At first,
it was hard to tell if I was making a difference, but now some of my students tell
me that they have read over the weekend, and their [test] scores and class participation have increased and improved.”
During lunch, Zenilman and a teammate run a journalism club for fourth and
fifth grade students. The students read articles from kids magazines, practice grammar, and have recently begun exploring
local attractions and writing about them.
”A lot of my students just don’t know
about the opportunities their city has to
offer,” she said, “like the cool parks and
places to go.” Zenilman plans to compile the students’ articles into an endof-year magazine. Finally, Zenilman assists with a homework help group and
an after school service learning club.
All three alumni agree that taking
a gap year is a worthy experience. Although Hulleberg initially struggled with
the decision because he was eager to go

straight to college, he is glad he opted to
travel. “Everyone should consider taking a gap year if they need some direction or inspiration in their life,” he said.
The right decision
Shulkin believes that choosing to
take a gap year is one of the best decisions he has ever made. He has
made new friends, explored a beautiful country, learned a foreign language,
and grown as an individual.
“I haven’t had to deal with typical
things like schoolwork so I have had a lot
of time to travel, meet amazing people,
delve into the culture, and have many
interesting discussions with my friends,”
he said. “I have learned so much about
myself, other people, life, the meaning of
education, and how I work with others.”
Zenilman is also pleased with her decision to take a gap year. Even though
her 10-hour days are long and demanding, she loves the work she is doing.
“My gap year has opened my eyes to a
failed education system,” she said. “I
recognize that what I’m doing this year
isn’t going to change it, but it’s a start.”
Zenilman chose to take a gap year
because she thought she needed a break
from academics in order to appreciate college. “But I realize now that I
wanted a sense of purpose through my
time in college to keep me going,” she
said. “And now I definitely have it.”

photo courtesy E. Zenilman ‘09
photo courtesy N. Shulkin ‘09
Nate Shulkin ‘09 participated in Marva, a two-month soldier training program with
the Israeli Defense Forces; Eva Zenilman ‘09 volunteers for City Year New York at
P.S. 13 in Brooklyn.

Photos show environmental consequences of consumerism
Jordan continued from cover
One example was a picture of
1 million cups used on US airline flights every six hours. From
far away, the photograph looks
like a silver pipe system. Another example was the 130,000
aluminum cans consumed every
second in the United States. Jordan took pictures of groupings of
cans and digitally arranged the
aluminum cans in such a way as
to resemble a Seurat painting.
The artist’s next series
was about the Pacific garbage

patch: a pile of garbage the
size of Texas floating around in
the Pacific Ocean. At first, he
struggled to find a way to capture this image. Then, he happened upon the story of Midway Island in the North Pacific.
Albatross, a large species of
sea bird, nest on the island. Jordan
explained that there is one nesting pair for every square meter on
the island and that each pair lays
one egg. When the egg hatches,
one parent leaves to get food.
Now, however, because of the
location of the garbage patch,

the birds come back with little
chunks of plastic in their stomachs to feed their chicks. The
birds’ digestive system is built to
digest almost anything, but they
don’t know that they can’t digest
plastic. They feed the chick until
it invariably suffocates because
the trash builds up in their digestive tract all the way to the
esophagus. When the carcasses
of the dead birds decompose,
bottles, caps and other plastics are found. Images of bird
carcasses filled with garbage
are the focus of Jordan’s most

recent series, called Midway.
After this experience, Jordan
felt hopeless but came to the realization that, “We act when we
feel.” This thought is the driving
force behind his Midway series.
He hopes that if he can get an emotional response out of people that
they might be more likely to act
and make changes in their lives.
Jordan defined hope as imagining something in the future:
“Hope is a judgment in the
present day that something is
wrong leading to a judgment
that there is a better future”

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Artist Chris Jordan presented in
assembly March 1.
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Community ramps up Haitian relief efforts
by Juliet Eisenstein ‘11
“L’Union Fait La Force.”
Haiti’s motto, which means
“Unity makes Strength,” proves
to be especially relevant today in the aftermath of the
massive earthquake that hit
Port-Au-Prince January 12.
In an effort to support the Haitian people in any way possible,
all sectors of Park’s community
have joined forces to not only
raise money for this dire cause,
but also to raise awareness about
Haiti and its people and culture.
“It is important that we educate
ourselves about Haiti so we don’t
just think of it as a place where
a huge disaster happened,” said
Carol Kinne, Coordinator f Com-

munity and Student Services.
In Lower School, students
have started a coin collection,
taking in spare change to donate
to Haiti, and have also held two
bake sales to raise money. Middle School students have started
several charitable initiatives, including a bake sale, which took
place February 3, and an ongoing
raffle, for which, each week, participants can purchase tickets to
win various prizes, including such
items as a large jar full of candy.
Furthermore, Rachel Wingrat ’15 has started a donation
drive, collecting gently used
stuffed animals to send to Haitian children in correlation with
Loving Hugs Inc. So far, the
Lower and Middle Schools
have raised a total of over $500
and over $1300 respectively.
To educate students here
in school, eighth grade life
skills set up a bulletin board
at the entrance to the Upper
School, and will post Haitirelated facts and information.
Two assemblies, for Lower
and Middle schools, have also
been planned, and will include
presentations about the current
situation in Haiti, and appearances by native Haitians who have returned to their country to provide
aid in the earthquake’s aftermath.
In Upper School, individual

students and clubs have taken
action to help. Juniors Josh
Liebow-Feeser and Joel Naiman
have set up a raffle, and will auction off a red iPod Nano. “After seeing the brutal images on
the news, I knew I wanted to
be part of some larger effort to
help the Haitians,” Naiman said.
All proceeds will be equally
distributed among three charities: Doctors Without Borders,
Catholic Relief Services, and the
Albert Schweitzer Hospital, the
three main charities the school
has chosen to support. The
raffle drawing will take place
the week before spring break.
In addition, Liebow-Feeser’s
grandfather, Jim Jones, started
a pediatric wing at the Albert
Schweitzer Hospital, the closest,
operating hospital to Port-AuPrince, giving it crucial importance amidst the current situation.
“So far we’ve raised $500, a
large portion thanks to school
parents,” Leibow-Feeser said.
The French club plans to
sell crepes and other snacks,
from which all profits will benefit Haiti. Additionally, the Park
Service Committee plans to open
up an all-school flea market May
2 to support this ailing country.
Park fundraising goes beyond
the school day. One such event
that took place was Lax for Hai-

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Girls’ Lacrosse players sell baked goods leftover from their Lax for
Haiti fundraiser to benefit Doctors Without Borders.

ti. The day long, sports-themed,
fundraiser scheduled independent school girls’ lacrosse teams,
including those from Friends,
Bryn Mawr, John Carroll, St.
Vincent Pallotti, and others, to
each play two 20-minute games
in a seven-on-seven format.
This non-competitive tournament yielded no winners or prizes,
but raised close to $4800 through
donations, t-shirt sales, raffles,
and a bake sale. Proceeds will
go to Doctors Without Borders.
One main issue that has slowed
some fundraising efforts was the
“second winter break” that took
place mid-February, but the poor
weather did not completely stop

any events from taking place.
The iPod raffle, on the other
hand, has experienced both good
and bad consequences as a result of the week off from school.
“We definitely lost some
momentum and are in a
sense starting from scratch
to get back on peoples’ radar
screens,” Liebow-Feeser said.
While beginning planning
and efforts for many of the Haitian relief efforts school-wide
have been slowed, the community is still devoting significant time and resources.
“I’m always astounded with
the generosity of people in
this community,” Kinne said.

Council president attends to State’s lawmakers
by Sophie Neiman ‘13
The Maryland Senate Page Program gave Park senior and Student
Body President Michael Tucker new
insights into politics. As a participant
in the Senate’s Page Program, Tucker had the opportunity to gain an insider’s view into how laws are created.
In the program, students from all over
Maryland spend two non-consecutive
weeks working in the State Senate. Duties
included making copies and fetching coffee
and tea—green for Senator Gladden. But
with the experience came true insight into
lawmaking, giving Tucker the ability to
forge close relationships and connections
with many of Maryland’s top lawmakers.
For example, Tucker enjoyed talking
to Senator Lisa Gladden about a previous
bill of hers banning puppy mills. Tucker
mentioned PAWS, Park’s animal welfare
group. Gladden said that she would be
willing to come and speak to PAWS: “I
want their help, I need their help,” she said.
Tucker also sat in on Senate and House
Hearings, the debates that occur before

a bill goes to the floor. At one of these
he heard Jon Cardin ’88, who had been
a president of the student council, speak
about a bill concerning Habit for Humanity. Later on, another alum and current Park parent Frank Boston ’81, who
was there lobbying, introduced Cardin
and Tucker, and they were able to talk.
During the week, Tucker was given
a staff pass, allowing him to meet with
anyone and giving him access to all
elected officials, who, Tucker says, are
“people I’ve always wanted to meet.”
One of his most notable memories was
meeting Congressman Elijah Cummings
when he was visiting from D.C. After a
hearing, Tucker told the Congressman how
much he loved his speeches, and though
surrounded by press at the time, Cummings
stopped and had a conversation with him.
Later on that day, Cummings told Tucker
how much the comment had meant to him.
With the program came an insider’s
view on all the action. Tucker saw Governor Martin O’Malley testify on a bill to
end Baltimore’s home foreclosure problems and met Baltimore’s new mayor

Stephanie Rawlings Blake while she
was on hand to lend support for a bill
for harsher gun policy in the city. Overall, Tucker said the experience “was one
of the most exciting weeks of my life.”
Tucker was also able to connect his experience to Park life; he describes hearings
as being similar to “Park School discussions,” where many questions are asked
on every bill brought before them. Tucker
also drew on the week in conjunction
with his work as Student Council president. “Before we do anything we really
need to talk with each other and talk with
the people,” he said. Tucker spoke about
the importance of “keeping the doors of
Park’s Senate open and letting anyone in.”
Tucker now looks at politics differently. As he reads the newspaper,
he thinks, “that must have been an interesting hearing,” or “I wonder what
Senator Forehand (whom he sat next
to on the floor) has to say about this.”
Reminiscing about the experience Tucker said that, “I’d get home
at 5:30 and just want to go to bed so
I could get there the next morning.”

photo courtesy M. Tucker ‘10
M. Tucker ‘10 worked as a Maryland
State Senate page.

Tucker has another week of the program
to look forward too later on in the year, as
State Senate draws to a close. For now the
student council president returns to Park
with new experiences and great ideas.
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Commentary
Guest speakers appeal only to our liberal POV
Where’s the challenge when everyone brings the same message?

photo by Laura Machen ‘00

Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia, Resident Scholar for
1999, was one of the few conservative assembly speakers to
visit the school.

by Jesse Orr ‘11

L

ike many other students, I enjoyed last
weeks’ resident artist.
I thought he was funny, engaging, and had good points. At the
same time, I often found myself
rolling my eyes at his comments.
Yes I know that consumerism is
bad for the environment and that
we use too many plastic bottles
– can we move on? I felt like I
was watching a photo-enhanced
edition of “The Story of Stuff.”
This isn’t to slight Chris Jordan; he’s thoughtful and takes

cool pictures, and he was a good
choice for resident artist. His art
is trend-setting, self-aware, and
politically involved. That’s great
for him. It could even be great for
us too – if we didn’t get speakers
like that nearly every assembly.
It’s often what our own students
talk about in assembly. It’s often what we talk about in class.
It’s what many of our guests talk
about. We hear it so much, it
loses its effect, and it becomes
just another triviality of life.
When I heard Bill McKibben
come and spoke as our resident
journalist in 2007, I reflected a lot
about what he said, since it was
fresh, clear, and thought-provoking. If he came back, I’d probably greet whatever he would have
to say with a shrug; meh, we’re
destroying the Earth, oh well.
I’m not saying that’s how things
should work – but it is how things
do work, at least for me (and I’d
wager that many feel the same
way). And we can’t ignore that.
When we talk about the environment, we don’t hear anything
new, and it feels stale because
we’ve heard the same things so
often. “Going Green” – been done
to death; consumerism – don’t
give me another environmental
horror story; global warming –

yes I’ve seen An Inconvenient
Truth. They’re all important
issues, but we hear about them
so often that we just tune out.
It’s also true about other issues: activism, diversity, the
larger world, and other such
fascinating topics. They’re important subjects, but we always
deal with them the same way
(with a large exception made
for the most recent diversity assembly, which was engaging,
revealing,
thought-provoking, and at times even funny).
But we go to Park. We like to
argue; we like to be challenged.
Our motto is “learn to think,”
and how else can learn to think
besides challenging one’s own
viewpoints? Without difference,
variety and challenge, our thinking becomes stagnant, and when
our thinking becomes stagnant,
what’s the point of going to
Park? If students wanted traditional, orthodox, and stagnant
thinking, they’d go to Catholic
School. They don’t. They come
to Park. We should be better,
but instead, only our conservative minority gets their beliefs
challenged.
That’s not OK.
The rest of us need and deserve a challenge, and this extends especially to political as-

semblies. Back in the long-ago
days when Bush was president,
we had plenty of political assemblies. When the Democratic
primaries were taking place, we
had assemblies on the Obama/
Hillary contest.
When McCain and Obama dueled for the
presidency, we had assemblies
about it. But now that Obama
isn’t such a hot commodity, with
poll numbers sagging and initiatives stalled, we no longer have
assemblies on political issues.
God forbid we blame a liberal
administration for any problems,
since that’s what might happen.

Instead, we just ignore it and
don’t challenge our assumptions,
and all the while have assemblies
about other issues that make us
feel good about our opinions and
lifestyles, or make us feel guilty
without suggesting an alternative. But we’re never wrong.
In the past, we’ve had assemblies with Supreme Court Justice
Scalia, Frasier Smith of WYPR,
and even an actual adversarial
healthcare debate between two
Park parents. They might have
been exceptions, but we should
try to get more people like them
– we all miss out otherwise.

photo courtesy Bill McKibben

Environmental activist Bill Mckibben, was the 2007-2008 Weinberg Resident Journalist.

Replace plurality voting with instant run-off
by Jeremy Cohen ‘12
Allie, Bob and Charlie are running for
president of the student council. 40% of
students vote for Allie, 35% vote for Bob,
and 25% vote
for
Charlie.
The thing is,
the 60% who
didn’t
vote
for Allie think
she’s the worst
candidate.
She
wins.
Is that fair?
The system
of voting used
in student government elections is called the plurality
system. The candidate with a plurality is
the candidate with the most votes, although
not necessarily a majority (over half).
Voters cast one vote for their top candidate. It should sound familiar; in addition
to being how we elect our student council,
it also happens to be the voting system

used in nearly every United States election. This system has two big problems.
The greatest problem with plurality
systems is that they don’t care about voters’ second or third choices. For example,
in 1992, “Clinton won with 43%. 57% of
people who voted didn’t like him,” Upper School Math teacher Bill Tabrisky
said. Candidates with similar views often take away each other’s votes. Many

majority of voters detest a candidate as
long as a powerful minority likes him/
her the best. Maybe the course of U.S.
history would have been altered if America didn’t use a plurality voting system.
Fortunately, Park can change its voting
system more easily than the country can.
Other voting systems fix all three of the
flaws listed above with the plurality system.
In February, Tabrisky talked to the

‘Fortunately, Park can change its voting system
more easily than the country can. Other voting
systems fix all three of the flaws listed above with
the plurality system.’
people claim this happened in 1992 with
George H.W. Bush and Ross Perot, and
in 2000 with Al Gore and Ralph Nader. Had Gore and Perot not run, the
outcomes might have been different.
Plurality systems still don’t care if the

Student Senate about adopting alternate
systems of voting. One of the methods he
proposed is called “instant runoff voting.”
If we were to implement this system, students would rank the candidates from their
favorite to least favorite. Each “round,”

the candidate with the least amount of
votes would be eliminated, and those who
voted for that candidate would have their
votes redistributed to their second (or third,
or fourth, etc…) choice. The runoffs continue until there is only one candidate left.
This allows students rank all their choices, and thus allows more flexibility and
accuracy in determining the intentions of
the voting public. No one’s vote is wasted
if their first-choice doesn’t win. Using an
instant runoff, according to Tabrisky, also
“tends to eliminate the extreme candidates.
The people who don’t put them as first
tend to put them at the bottom,” he said.
Instant runoff voting represents people
better than plurality voting -– it bases the
decision on more than someone’s first
choice. Think back to Allie, Bob, and
Charlie. If all of Charlie’s fans ranked
Bob as their second choice, he would win
after Charlie is eliminated. This is because
instant runoff considers how people feel
about all of the candidates, not just their
first choice. And unlike the United States
election, we can change our voting system.
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Can Obama live up to the public’s expectations?
Not without our help

Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/MCT

U.S. President Barack Obama shakes hands with healthcare workers after speaking
on health care reform in the White House March 3.

by Sophie Neiman ‘13

More than 2,000,000 people attended
Obama’s inauguration. I remember the
elation I felt at being part of that crowd,
leaning on a rail watching Obama’s
face smiling from the JumboTron. I was
watching history in the making. I was
watching the world change. Someday, I
told myself, when people picked up books
describing January 20, 2009, I would
be able to say I was there. I could say
that I had stood on the Mall in the bitter cold to hear the promise of “change.”
But it’s been over a year and change,
at least for the better, feels like one of the
last things this country has seen. We are
in the midst of the worst economic recession since the Great Depression. America
is fighting two wars, and Obama is planning to send 30,000 troops to Afghanistan
this year. Promises of sweeping health-

care legislation have been reduced to a
bill that pleases neither Democrats nor
Republicans. Attempts to reach across
the aisle have led to disagreement among
and within the parties. At this point
I’m wishing that Dick Cheney would
just take Joe Lieberman quail hunting.
More recently, the Democrats lost a
special election in Massachusetts and
with it, their filibuster-proof majority. This makes it impossible to push
bills, most importantly health care,
through the Senate without GOP support.
“Change we can believe in” and a diversion from the corrupt politics of the
last eight years are nonexistent. My
weekends spent campaigning in the Philadelphia suburbs feel like they’ve been
wasted. Going door-to-door handing out
packets, begging my principal to let me
hand out stickers, and following the campaign with obsession make me wonder

what we have accomplished. What has
Obama been able to do? More importantly, what can he actually do? Can he
live up to the public’s high expectations?
One of my most vivid memories of
the Obama campaign was going to a
speech in Virginia the night before the
election. I felt as though I was on the
brink of seeing something about to happen. There was no cost to get there, and
it wasn’t anywhere fancy, just in the
middle of a field. What it did was bring
people together to hear the promise of
change. I was blindly idealistic and optimistic. I expected everything of Obama.
Over the past few months I’ve become
more cynical. I’m skeptical of Obama’s
policy in Afghanistan and the fact that the
commander-in-chief of a country fighting
two wars won the Nobel Peace Prize troubles me. What does this say about the world?
I’m frustrated with the state of the
health care bill, despite the recent “Health
Care Summit.” I, bleeding heart liberal that I am, expected to see so much
so fast. Perhaps other people were
more realistic, but the country seemed
poised waiting for Obama to change it.
I had originally planned an article saying Obama had lost his touch, and could
no longer provide the change that we
needed. I could easily sit and criticize
each of Obama’s policies into oblivion.
But I’ve realized something. As much
as I disagree with aspects of Obama’s policy for Afghanistan, what have I actually
taken the time to do about it? Have I gone
to a protest, or told my opinion to someone other than my parents and friends?
If I think lawmakers are being ridiculous

about health care, when have I taken a
moment to sit down to write to my senator
or representative? Why are we leaving everything in the hands of just a few people?
Now that Obama’s president, why
should things be any different? All of a
sudden it’s as though people think Obama
no longer needs
their help, and that
restoring
America’s standing in
the world can lie
in the hands of a
single individual.
If we want to see
change and hope
for Obama to fulfill our expectations,
we can’t just sit on our hands complaining and waiting for something to happen.
It’s time for people to rally again with
the same spirit and determination that they
had before the election. If people are worried about healthcare legislation in its current form they should take the time to write
to Ben Cardin or Barbra Mikulski. If people are worried about the lack of resolution
on bills in the Senate, it is their responsibility to volunteer at a phone bank next
time there is an election, and work to stop
the Democrats from losing another seat.
As Obama himself said, “Change
will not come if we wait for some
other person or some other time. We
are the ones we’ve been waiting for.
We are the change that we seek.”
True change cannot come from a single individual. True change comes when
many people rally together for a better tomorrow. We no longer need change we
can believe in, but change we can be in.

Childhood obesity is the wrong priority
by Katelyn Greller ‘13

O

n February 9, 2010,
First Lady Michelle
Obama began her
campaign against childhood
obesity. Drawing on the personal experience of attempting
to improve her daughters’ diets, Mrs. Obama has expressed
the desire to make changes for
American children with her
campaign titled “Let’s Move.”
She alleges that a healthy lifestyle is vital for the future of our
economy and national security.
While health is essential to a
nation’s success, I believe that
childhood obesity should not
be America’s current priority.
Our country’s decision makers shouldn’t take on this proj-

ect while occupied with wars
in the Middle East, a recession,
and broader health issues such as
insurance
reform,
problems
w h i c h
are more
pertinent
because
they affect
the world
at large.
Mrs. Obama says that “Let’s
Move” would alleviate our
larger problems, but that simply
isn’t the case compared to the
other issues our nation’s facing.
In a post on the New York
Times Caucus Blog, obesity is
said to be among the most common disqualifications for joining

the armed services. In my opinion, placing undue attention on
weight gain will throw a wrench
in solving other problems.
The nation’s cumulative energy and focus are not expendable
when dealing with war, poverty, disease, and other issues,
but that is not to disparage Mrs.
Obama’s humanitarian effort.
The First Lady’s choice
of cause célèbre also reflects
our nation’s values. Although
Obama’s aim is health, members
of our appearance-obsessed society will read it as more pressure
to be thin. This could exacerbate
the issue of eating disorders,
which affect 10 million women and one million men in the
United States, according to the
National Eating Disorders As-

sociation. The message would
hit especially hard with young
people, the Obama administration’s biggest demographic.
Michelle Obama has decided on a cause, but she should
change the campaign to be
geared towards self-esteem and
health education. She could
use facts about obesity, such
as the role of genetics in a person’s weight range, to change
misconceptions. This would
teach kids to be more accepting of each other’s differences.
Promoting
self-acceptance
will help children holistically because when you have high selfesteem you are more likely to
make smart, healthy decisions.
On that, I’m sure the
First Lady and I can agree.

Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/MCT

First Lady Michelle Obama has
started a campaign to solve the
problem of childhood obesity.
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Lack of grammar education hurts students

cartoon by RJ Gitter ‘12

by Emma Saltzberg ‘12
I can’t count how many times
in my life I’ve learned how to
use an apostrophe. But I’ve
made a discovery – most kids
here still don’t know how to use
them correctly. And apostrophes
are a relatively simple part of
grammar; don’t even ask about
objects of prepositions,
dependent
clauses, homonyms,
or
tense
usage.
Every time I learn
about apostrophes, I
think the same things
to myself: What is so hard about
this? If it’s singular, you add an
apostrophe s. If it’s plural, you

?

only add an apostrophe. Simple.
And: Shouldn’t kids have learned
this in Lower School?
At this school, we
learn by doing. That
philosophy is a central
part of our education,
and we are forced to
think about it every
day. So it’s fitting
that the philosophy should apply to everything here, including
the study of grammar. It’s the
method behind the madness of
how grammar is taught at Park.
Most here don’t believe
there’s a point in knowing exactly what an indirect object
is. We can learn about “who
versus whom” and “me versus

!

I” in the context of writing. We
can learn through doing. Usually, problems are addressed
when they come up in papers.
Knowing the actual names
of terms for grammar is overkill, by far. According to Upper School English Department chair Patti Porcarelli,
students here usually write
“aesthetically over practically.”
Don’t get me wrong – Park
students are great writers. We’re
smart and have great ideas. But
it would be easier
for kids here to express themselves if
they only knew what
a comma splice is,
for example. Having
them all over a paper
makes the author seem careless,
oblivious, and not very smart.
When I read comma splices, I
immediately lose respect for the
author. I feel that either they’re too
lazy to read through their work,
or they’re not bright enough to
know any better. Who wants to
read a paper written by someone
who’s not very smart anyway?
A stereotypical Park student
would say: So what? It’s a tiny
mistake that anyone could make.
But it’s not fair to the students to
make them sound stupid, which

;

they are most definitely not. And
it’ll be even more important later
in life, when students write essays for college applications and résumés for potential
future employers.
Many students
first learning what
direct and indirect
objects are in their Upper School
or Middle School foreign language classes. True, it’s probably not necessary to know the
names of every part of speech in
English because we don’t need
to be able to explain them. It’s
our first language. But at the
least, learning foreign languages would be easier if students
knew grammar in English first.
Many here also think that
grammar is boring, and that
kids shouldn’t be subjected to that boredom. That is,
however, irrelevant; grammar is necessary. It seems like
the kids want to learn it, too.
“I don’t think Park teaches as
much grammar as it should and
could,” said Rachel Kohn ‘12.
“We have enough to just get by,
but we could be better. I have
enough to write, but I get stuck
and I don’t know how to fix it.”
So what should we do about

‘

the grammar problem? My answer is that the school needs to
teach its students what they need
to know to articulate their ideas
effectively. My answer is that we
need to have tests in English class.
What a concept – tests in English
class! My answer is that bottom
line, we need to learn grammar.
According to Arianna Strome
‘12, kids here are “stubborn”
and resist having to memorize
grammar.
If that’s
the case,
then there
could be a
different
approach.
“ Y o u
just need to do Mad Libs,” said
Strome. She said that that’s how
she really learned what pronouns,
adjectives, and adverbs are. I actually think that’s a great idea
– make it fun for the students.
I have no problem with the
“learn by doing” philosophy. It
seems like it could make sense.
But teachers need to follow
up on that, and make sure kids
know how to express themselves fully. Writing is not
only about the ideas; it’s about
flow, clarity, and even grammar too. So let’s start teaching.

“”

Resumé padding undercuts the high school experience
by Jake Max ‘12

M

any parents choose to spend
over $20,000 in order to
send their children to private school. Theoretically, students attending places like Park receive a superior education because they have access
to better teachers and more resources.
However, rather than enrolling in classes that interest them and taking advantage
of opportunities that they would not have
anywhere else, many students determine
their schedules and extracurricular activities only to enhance their college résumés.
This year, Park listed more than 50 cocurricular activities in its Program of Studies. This gives students a great opportunity
to become involved in community service
or other organized activities that take
place during the school day. Some clubs
are very active, putting up posters all over
the school and holding assemblies often.
However, many clubs are seemingly
invisible, with few members and scant
representation throughout the school. Students drift toward clubs that might look

good on their college résumés, leaving the
vast majority of clubs without substantial
membership. It seems nonsensical that
students at Park choose to do community
service based on
its popularity or
affect on their college applications,
rather than doing
it simply for the
merit of helping others – yet
I believe they do.
Choosing
classes is another major issue for upper
school students. Park’s curriculum is
incredibly diverse and electives are offered in every department. There are
classes for everybody’s taste. But oddly, when it comes time to register for
classes, there are a few common themes.
Some students take as many upper level
classes as they can, knowing they will be
extremely challenged just to get Bs. Still,
they think that a transcript full of accelerated classes will look much better when
it’s time for college applications. Others

follow the opposite approach; these students will take all “average” level classes,
even if they are good candidates to take
a few accelerated courses, so that they
can get straight A’s without challenge.
They figure that if they get straight A’s
all through high school, colleges won’t
care what kind of courses they took.
Both of these strategies for registration go against everything Park is about.
When asked whether or not students at
Park pad their résumés, College Counselor Tina Forbush speculated that most
students probably take college into account while making decisions regarding
their education, but it is only one out of
several factors that go into the final decision. She concluded that, “Students who
do pad their résumés do not benefit significantly.” Students should feel comfortable taking classes that not only challenge
them academically, but are also enjoyable.
Contrary to common belief, the goal
of a high school education, especially at
Park, is not only to get students into the
best colleges possible. The goal is to
provide students with opportunities that

cartoon by RJ Gitter ‘12

they could not receive anywhere else.
When students let their college résumés dictate their academic choices, they are depriving themselves the
privilege of going to the Park School
of Baltimore, and that’s a shame.

Commentary
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Early athletic dismissal is an unfortunate necessity
by Daniel Stern ‘12
In the January issue of The
Postscript, Madeline Streiff ‘12
advocated for the abolishment
of athletic early dismissal. Some
say that early dismissal
disrupts the
natural flow
of a class
and
puts
athletes at
the
bottom of the
pack academically.
Athletes are forced to put in
extra effort to catch up to the
other students in the class.
These arguments do have a
few merits. It’s likely that athletes occasionally fall behind
students that stay for the entirety
of every class. Still, it would be
impossible for Park to halt the
practice of athletic early dismissal without eliminating interscholastic athletics altogether.
When Park schedules games or
matches against other Baltimorearea schools, both schools’ needs
must be taken into consideration;
if Park instituted a policy that
banned athletic early dismissals, we would be the only school
with such a policy in our con-

ference. It would become much
more difficult to create a schedule that accommodated both
Park’s needs and the needs of
other schools in the conference.
Additionally,
if
athletes
were no longer released early
for away games, many of these
games would end unreasonably
late in the evening. We compete
against schools from Annapolis and Bel Air. If athletic early
dismissals were banned, games
against schools from these areas would start long after 4 p.m.
During basketball season, the
Varsity and JV teams would arrive at The Key School, one
of Park’s conference rivals, at
4 p.m. – meaning that the JV
game would begin at about
4:30. The subsequent Varsity
game wouldn’t start until 6:30
p.m. and most Varsity athletes wouldn’t arrive at their
houses until nearly 10 p.m.
Varsity athletes would begin
their homework much later, especially after a hard-fought and
tiring competition, and their academic productivity would drop.
In this argument, the hypocrisy of
eliminating athletic early dismissals becomes clear; in an attempt
to keep student-athletes from falling behind, the school would be
taking away the time they have
to complete their schoolwork.

cartoon by S. Smith ‘10

Instead of trying to change
the way that athletic scheduling is run, a process that would
be dependent on other schools’
cooperation, Park should adapt
its own academic schedule to
best facilitate student-athletes.
School athletes often compete every other day, such that
a student might have to leave
early on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday or on Tuesday and
Thursday of any given week.
Unfortunately, our block rotation schedule hurts students
whose games or matches occur

in this common pattern. The
same block that occurs last period on Wednesday is also the last
period block on Friday. Likewise, the same block that occurs last period on Tuesday also
occurs last period on Thursday.
For student-athletes that have
two away games with one day in
between them, this block rotation
means that the student is forced
to miss part of two consecutive meetings of the same class.
Changing the block rotation
schedule so that five different
classes are last every week would

go a long way towards helping
students miss minimal class time.
These are the types of policies that Park needs to change if
it wants to reduce the extent to
which athletes fall behind and
distract other students. Eliminating athletic early dismissal
would quite possibly destroy
our athletic program by demanding that other schools follow
our rules, and the effect would
ripple out and give students
less time to do homework. As
such, athletic early dismissal remains an unfortunate necessity.

College process looms large for junior class

photo by M. Attwood ‘11

Juniors B. Widlus, C. Lewis and Z. Kingham-Seagle study during their free periods in
order to keep up with their work.

by Andrew Barry ‘11
For the junior class, college fears are
becoming more tangible; worries about the
application process plague our school. And
while college is important, the incessant
talk about admission is getting ludicrous.

During class, students worry aloud
about coming SATs and complain about
test preparation. This is understandable; junior year is filled with work
and the next transition in our lives is
rather large. But let’s be reasonable. If
you want to talk about your ideal col-

lege or a great opportunity, I’d love to
hear it, but I draw the line at hearing
test scores recited with glee or dread.
The college admissions process, designed to place students in well-suited
colleges, has been perverted into a sick
game with which students play along all
too eagerly. With constant worry about
the future, students lack focus on the present: do students know what they want
from college, other than admittance?
Parental expectations play a role.
Some parents simply want their children
to have what they believe is success-to get admitted to the most prestigious
sounding school possible. But in the pursuit of the “best colleges,” students and
parents worry too much about U.S. News
and World Report rankings without consideration for what’s really meaningful.
What this current behavior shows is a
willingness to adhere to a system based
on meaningless competition for status;
we relinquish personal control to a rat
race from high school to college, perhaps graduate school, and then to em-

ployment, retirement, and finally death.
Instead of jumping into the college
admission
process,
students
should take
the
time
to
contemplate
personal
goals, not
just societal bench
marks. Before rushing off to become
doctors, lawyers, and business executives, figure out what you truly want to do.
This is a plea to relax. What most
Park students fail to recognize is that
college is not the be-all, end-all of
life. Find something you love and run
with it; life shouldn’t simply be a numbers game. If you find a dream school,
don’t over-stress about it. Send in your
application, then read a book, write a
screenplay, make some coffee; do anything but gossip about who got in where.

10

Featu

The Postscript | M

Ann Hirsch ‘03 explores
by Rebecca Ringler ‘11

photo courtesy Matt Durham Photography

Alumnus Dan Schwait ‘08 stars in the title role of Stephen Sondheim’s Sweeney
Todd in Seattle, Washington.

On the path to success,
without math or science
by Rachel Kohn ‘12
Can you drop math and science and still
be successful in life? Park School graduate Dan Schwait ‘08 thinks so. Schwait always had a passion for music, and he made
that clear during his high school years.
“I loved the arts at Park,” Schwait
said. “I was always involved in plays
and musicals.” To pursue his interest,
Schwait gave up a lot of classes most
students would never consider dropping.
“The hardest thing about school,
for me, was math and science. That’s
why I dropped them after tenth grade,”
Schwait said. “I didn’t see how they
would benefit my career aspirations.”
Schwait wanted to put all of his time
and effort into his music and performances. In ninth grade, Schwait played Orlando
in William Shakespeare’s As You
Like It. Throughout
high school he also
played
Malvolio
in Twelfth Night,
Sir John Falstaff
in Henry IV, Part
I, and Mike Dillard, one of the
leads in the musiphoto courtesy Studio Z
cal Working. He
was Henry Higgins in My Fair Lady, and
Fred Graham/Petruccio in Kiss Me Kate.
He also directed Blithe Spirit by
Noel Coward, and sang in as many
Goldsoundz and Cabarets as possible.
Schwait now attends Manhattan
School of Music where he is majoring in Classical Vocal Performance.
“I love school. Music is what I want to
do,” he said. At Manhattan School of Music, Schwait is taking all music courses
except for one humanities class, which

is a required course for sophomores.
Last summer Schwait went to Seattle
and played the lead in Stephen Sondheim’s
Sweeney Todd. “It was thrilling because it
is a part that I wanted to play since sixth
grade,” he said. Schwait has always admired Stephen Sondheim and presented
an assembly about him in ninth grade.
“I don’t think I’ve ever had that much
fun and I’m so thankful for the opportunity,” he said about starring in the
show. This summer he will return to Seattle to star in Side Show by Bill Russell.
“I play another bad guy,” he said.
“I like them more because they are
more fun [to play] than the good guys.”
Upper School Music Chair Adele Dinerstein worked with Schwait throughout
Upper School. “His voice has a very mature sound for his age,” she said. “Along
with this talent, he has to continue working on honing his skills and having a very
strong drive to succeed in this business.”
Schwait has dreamed of performing
musically since he was young and he is
now starting to become recognized in
the field. “In my future, I see myself as
a performer; I don’t know whether it will
be operas or musicals,” Schwait said.
As a baritone, he is working towards being a professional singer and wants to work
in opera and eventually musical theater. “I
would love to be on Broadway,” he said.
So what will he do when he’s done
performing, many years from now?
Schwait wants to teach at an art school.
“Teaching sounds fun and it is a
way for me to stay involved in the arts
even when I can no longer perform.”
While he probably won’t be teaching
anytime soon, as his career is just beginning, one thing is sure: Dan Schwait will
surely achieve his life-long dream of becoming a professional musical performer.

On the VH1 reality show, Frank the Entertainer in a Basement Affair, 15 women
vie for camera time and the love of reality
TV star Frank Maresca who lives in the
basement of his parents’ Long Island home.
Maresca is an alumnus of previous
VH1 reality shoes such as I Love New
York and I Love Money. The women
on the show are what one thinks of
as a typical reality show contestant.
And then there is Annie Hirsch,
who sticks out like a sore thumb. She
is natural looking, lacking the spray
tans, fake eyelashes and fake extensions of most of the other contestants.
She’s a bit awkward, shy, cynical, and
she speaks her mind. She is a Park
School graduate from the Class of 2003.
While at Park, Hirsch was interested in visual art. After graduating,
she attended Washington University in
St. Louis where she majored in sculpture and minored in psychology. From
there she went to Syracuse University where she is currently studying to
earn a master’s of fine art in video art.
In January 2008, Hirsch created a website she named scandalishious.com. She
started it as an impulse and focused on exploring how female representation and imagery was changing. “Female representa-
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Ann Hirsch, Class of 2003, was not a
typical reality show contestant.

tion is something I’ve always been interested
in, and I began to learn more about it college.
As more and more reality shows started popping up, especially dating shows, we see more
and more stereotypical depictions of women
than we had previously been seeing,” she said.
On her website, Hirsch takes on the persona of Caroline, who is a hipster, an artist, and
loves cats. “With older media models, film
and magazine, you have a one-to-many rela-

Different methods help stu
by Juliet Eisenstein ‘11
College. This is one of the few words
that stresses out the majority of Upper
School students; whether it’s a freshman
thinking about the eight years left of her
education, or a senior anxiously waiting
to hear back from his top choices, college is constantly on students’ minds.
Junior year is when the word “college” begins to dial up stress levels.
In eleventh grade, students realize that
good academic performance is crucial, college visits become monthly endeavors, and test prep courses
start to take over their lives.
The SAT Reasoning Test is one reason that makes junior year stressful. It
all starts with the PSATs in late October. Students anxiously anticipate their
scores to see if they qualify for a National Merit Scholarship, and then get
ready for the strenuous SAT preparation
courses that lay ahead. After receiving
their scores, students have a number of
decisions to make. Should they take
group SAT classes? Get private SAT
tutoring? Receive no additional help?
Deciding which college entrance exam—the SAT or ACT—to take is also a
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difficult task. Students have to choose whether
or not they should take Advanced Placement
(AP) and SAT Subject tests as well. While
there are college counselors, teachers, and
parents to help guide the way, it is up to the
student to get excellent grades, remarkable
standardized test scores, and still lead a happy
life. “I distract myself with athletics and other
extracurricular activities,” Alex Elias ’11 said.
There are many ways to prepare for standardized tests. Among Park students it is
common to get private tutoring, but some stu-
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s female stereotypes from inside reality show
tionship, a company producing one thing and
putting it out to many. Now with YouTube
and reality TV, you have many women producing imagery for many people,” Hirsch said.
Hirsch has always loved reality TV. “I’ve
been into reality television probably since the
first season of Survivor,” she said. She has
always wanted to go on reality TV, but didn’t
because she had a boyfriend. During an arts
residency in Florida where she met other performance artists with similar interests, Hirsch
finally decided to try and get on a reality
show. “It happened on a whim,” she said.
“Originally, I went on the show to do a
wacky performance piece, attempting to play
up the ridiculousness that is reality television and the characters it produces, a satire
on a genre that is already a satire of itself,”
wrote Hirsch in an article for Bust magazine about her experience on Frank the Entertainer, and the subject of female fameseekers. “I was interested in the way reality
television is reproducing female stereotypes
at an alarming rate—using “real” people
to validate these stereotypes’ existence.”
When Hirsch began to pursue her reality
TV dreams, there was a call out for Frank the
Entertainer in a Basement Affair. She had
watched Frank on previous reality shows,
so she decided to try and get on. The process entailed sending in a written application and then having a live video interview.
In the interview, she acted as an exag-

gerated character in order to appeal to
the show. Hirsch describes the character
as “a person really full of herself, really
ridiculous, really loud, and really very
open. I knew I had to play a part to get
on the show because in real life I’m pretty boring,” she said. Once on the show,
she knew that she would be in situations
where she couldn’t predict what was going to happen, and her character would
have to change and adapt appropriately.
When she first arrived at the house,
Hirsch was more her real self, but in interviews during the show, she would be
more exaggerated. “The camera sort of
demands that from people,” she said.
She also became friendly with women
in the house and still keeps in touch.
For Hirsch, everything was weird
about being on the show, especially the
cameras which were always around, even
while they slept. She survived six eliminations and won various challenges, such
as a garage sale challenge during which
her team made the most money when
Hirsch started drawing portraits of people.
While on the show, she came to like
Frank. “I genuinely like him. He’s a
great guy, He’s really nice,” she said.
As the show continued, weariness set
in. “I wasn’t having fun anymore. There
was too much pressure. And it was starting to get weird. I didn’t like it,” she said.

udents prepare for college

ents took

Juniors
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dents forgo outside help. “After we took the
PSATs, I was happy with my scores so I didn’t
feel like making my parents pay for an SAT
course,” Blake Pruitt ’11 said. Still interested
in improving his scores, but without the cost of
a tutor, Pruitt bought an SAT book and completed many of the exercises and practice tests.
Many students, however, do take advantage
of a private tutor to help prepare. Lindsey
Moskowitz ’11 gets tutored privately through
a program called Omni Test, which is popular among Park students. These one-on-one

sessions take up two hours each week
but, as Moskowitz noted, there is a lot
of homework in between each meeting.
Arielle Brant ’11 also uses private tutoring, but only for one subject. While
she meets with a tutor once a week to go
over reading comprehension, she uses a
College Board SAT book to review math
and writing. “My parents and I thought
a lot about whether I should take a class
or get a tutor,” Brant explained. “I’d be
spending the same amount of money
on either one though, so I thought the
individual attention would be better.”
Another issue many face is whether
or not to take the ACT in addition to, or
instead of, the SAT. While students take
both because they score equally well on
the PLAN (practice ACT) and PSAT,
others believe it is more effective to simply focus on one test. “I feel like it’s a
little excessive to study for both the SAT
and ACT along with numerous other
subject tests,” Moskowitz said. Brant,
on the other hand, isn’t sure yet whether she’ll decide to take the ACT or not.
“There’s nothing to lose [by taking both
tests], but I’m still undecided,” she said.
Both students and adults have varying
opinions about the role of standardized test-

photo courtesy VH1

Frank Maresca, flanked by his parents, is the subject of a VH1 reality dating
show. Park alumna Ann Hirsch was one of 15 women vying for his attention.

She decided to go out with a bang.
During a challenge in which the girls
had to make up words to a song to sing
to Frank and his parents, Hirsch interrupted her duet and broke out into a
rap so explicit that it horrified Frank,
his parents and the other women.
In one of her articles for Bust magazine, Hirsch wrote about the rap and subsequent elimination: “I wanted everyone,
both people on the show and viewers at
home, to see the ridiculous game of expectations we were all playing. I didn’t

want to allow production to be rid of me
for not fulfilling the role of the ‘accepted’
female mate. I wanted them to be rid of
me for making a mockery of them to increase ratings rather than the other way
around.” She lasted seven episodes and
was in the house for a total of 11 days.
Hirsch would consider doing it again
and plans on continuing to make art out
of the experience. For now, she enjoys her favorite reality show, The Millionaire Matchmaker, and is continuing to work on her masters of fine arts,
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The results of these graphs are based off of the responses of 55 seniors, 37
juniors, and 44 sophomores who participated in the survey.

ing for college admissions. Even though
everyone is taking the same test, there are
bright students who do not test well and
therefore, some argue, their abilities are
not fairly displayed. “Testing isn’t my
strength,” Brant said. “While I think it’s
good that colleges look at something that’s
standardized, because grades vary a lot depending on classes and schools, I don’t like
how they use the SATs for this purpose.”
Others point out, however, that colleges look at more than just test scores
when evaluating applicants. “I like that

[colleges] take SATs into consideration
because they are a strong point for me,”
Pruitt said. “But for people that don’t
do well on SATs, there are still a lot
of other ways to show your strengths.”
Furthermore,
students’
different financial situations can determine
whether they have access to a private
tutor or are able to go to a preparatory class. “A lot of people can’t afford
to get tutoring or go to a class,” Brant
said. “You can buy a book, but a lot
of people need more help than that.”
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Blake’s Pop Culture
Questions Monica West
:

This section will feature a different teacher
every issue answering Blake Pruitt’s questions
about pop culture preferences. This month,
Blake interviews English teacher Monica
West.
What TV shows are you most excited about
watching in 2010?
The two shows I’ve been really into this past
season are Glee and The Good Wife, so those are the ones I’m
most excited about returning. I have friends who love Battlestar
Galactica but I can’t get into it.
What movie are you anticipating the most in the next year?
Sometimes, I feel like I go to the movie theater expecting this
transformative experience that doesn’t always happen. I want
to see Up in the Air. All-time favorite movie? I love Good Will
Hunting.
Who is your celebrity role model?
Oprah Winfrey, just because I think she does good. She believes
in causes and supports them, and some people think she’s too
involved, but she’s doing something.
What is the best musical or play you have ever seen?
I just saw In the Heights for the first time and I really liked it - I
think it captured Washington Heights so well. I’m still a huge
fan of Rent. You know what else I saw that I really liked? It’s
not still on, this thing called Topdog/Underdog that I saw years
ago when I lived in New York. I liked Wicked, but it wouldn’t go
on my list.
If you could date any celebrity, who would it be?
I have several celebrity crushes. Oh, Brad Pitt. Hands down.
Why did I even think about that? That’s easy.
Jersey Shore or Real Housewives of New Jersey?
Real Housewives of New Jersey. I physically can’t take Jersey
Shore. And the Real Housewives of New Jersey was tough, but
Jersey Shore I can’t do.
What reality TV show would you be on if you had your pick?
Nothing on VH1, that would mean I’d have to date someone and
then like get a champagne glass - though I watch some of those
terrible shows. It would either be Top Chef, I wouldn’t be a Real
Housewife, I wouldn’t be friends with them. I would die on
Survivor. Oh, I’d do The Amazing Race in a heartbeat. I want to
do that.
What are your feelings about Lady Gaga?
I don’t understand her. I like her music, I can listen to it, but I
cannot watch her perform. I’m sorry, Blake.
If you were a celebrity, what would you be famous for?
I have no marketable talents; I can’t act or sing, I would never
dance in front of people. I think I could help people better
themselves. I wouldn’t be famous because I’m an entertainer, I
would be like Stacy London on What Not to Wear or Dr. Oz. I
think I have good people skills, so I could work well with people
on TV.
Who’s your favorite reality star?
I don’t like the Survivor people. I used to like Bethenny from
Real Housewives of New York but not anymore. It’s kind of
random, but I like Mychael Knight who came in second on
Project Runway. From American Idol, Jennifer Hudson or Kelly
Clarkson.
Not Adam Lambert?
He needs a little bit more time to grow on me. I like him now,
but I need more longevity.
I think that’s everything.
Do you want to put, “I love Blake” at the bottom?
Well now you said it so I’m allowed to include it.

New technologies
entice students
by Leah Shapiro ‘12

W

alking through the
halls, it’s impossible to ignore the
number of people with phones in
hand. We live in such a technology-dependent world that it is hard
to imagine a time when people
were not “plugged in” every minute of every day. These phones
also bring to the surface problems of socioeconomic class and
constant access to technology.
It wasn’t long ago that cell
phones were non-existent in
our culture. In April 1973 the
first cellular device was created.
Reaching a foot long and weighing almost two pounds, this
phone would be unrecognizable
as a cell phone today. At $4,000,
only the military and people in
business could afford them. It
was then almost 10 years before
cell phones became a prominent
part of society, going from twopound military tools to threeounce multitasking devices.
Smartphones
Now,

three-ounce

multitasking
Smartphones,
seem to
be everywhere.
The two
m o s t
popular
and efficient
are the
BlackBerry
and the
iPhone. Intense competition between the two phones persists,
even though in reality, both
do practically the same things.
BlackBerry
In 1999, the first BlackBerry device was introduced as a
two-way pager. What initially
allowed the BlackBerry to blossom was its ability to receive
email. “It’s great that you get
your email on your phone,” said
Lexi Feldman ‘10. “It makes
things very convenient and you
don’t always have to be near a
computer.” The latest version of
the BlackBerry supports email,

mobile telephone, text messaging, internet faxing, games,
music, camera, web browsing and other wireless services.
iPhone
Introduced June 29, 2007, the
original iPhone was named Invention of the Year in 2007 by
Time Magazine. Since then two
more versions of the iPhone have
come out, each more advanced
than the previous. On July 11,
2008, Apple introduced the iPhone 3G which supported faster
3G data speeds and GPS. The
most recent version, the iPhone
3GS, released June 19, 2009,
offers improved performance,
a camera with higher resolution
and video capability, and voice
control. “The iPhone is great
because it has so many different apps and can do anything
you want,” said Michael Ginsburg ’12. “And when I say anything, like actually anything.”
Competition between the
BlackBerry and the iPhone is
noticeable even within the Upper School. Senior Scott Lessans had always been a Mac
person; therefore, when the iPhone came out, he immediately
jumped at the chance to get it.
“Shortly after buying it [the iPhone], I couldn’t imagine living
life without it,” he said. “All of
a sudden I always had access to
my email, the Internet, a ton of
apps, and it synced with my computer and backed up seamlessly.”
Although Lessans was extremely content with all the iPhone had to offer, when it died,
he decided to see what all the fuss
about the BlackBerry was about,
and bought one. Lessans was
disappointed with the BlackBerry, especially its Mobile Internet.
He ended up getting the new iPhone 3GS and could not be happier. “I’d rather use a payphone
than a BlackBerry,” said Lessans.
Hannah Briggs ’11, first got
the iPhone because she wanted
a tool which combined iPod,
phone, and camera. Unlike Lessans, she found the iPhone to
be unsatisfactory. Briggs went
through seven iPhones in one
year. Only two malfunctioned,
and the rest of them broke. “It
[the iPhone] was way too fragile to be a phone. Phones drop,

that’s life.” said Briggs. She ended up switching to a BlackBerry
and is incredibly pleased with it.
Nowadays, many phones have
Internet, music, cameras, games
and instant messaging,
allowing
people to
be constantly
connected to this
virtual
world.
While
some believe it
is great
to have
these
multitasking
devices
that contain everything one
needs at any given time, others see negative influences.
Problems
These devices have two
main issues, one of which is social class. iPhone, BlackBerry
and other Smartphones are not
cheap, yet we’re living in a community where the phones are
extremely common. Whether
buying an iPhone or a BlackBerry, the cost ranges from $199
to $299 dollars. On the other
hand, one can buy a more basic phone for as little as $19.99.
“I am fine with people having a BlackBerry or iPhone if
they aren’t used as a depiction
of class,” said Leah Silverberg ’12. “If you are using the
phones as a tool--no problem,
but if you are using them to
be cool or look wealthy then I
am against the phones.” Still,
one walks through Park and
sees many students, teachers,
and parents with these phones.
A second issue is that people
are not being present in their
lives. Adults nag kids today
about their constant use of technology. They complain that teenagers are always texting, spending too much time on Facebook,
and listening to too much music.
It’s true--kids spend way too
much time with technology. “I
am not against people using these
phones, but feel that these phones
can sometimes be a major distraction,” said Noah Sakin ’12.
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Editorial
What’s good for
the goose...
“The belief that positive expectations produce positive
virtues is fundamental to the
practice of the school.” This
statement from our philosophy
manifests itself in various ways,
and applies to both students and
teachers—or at least it should.
Here at Park we don’t have the
strictest deadlines, but it would
be untrue to say that they do not
exist. Teachers give a deadline
for a paper, and expect students
to meet it. But students are not
the only ones with a responsibility; teachers are expected to
read the papers and return them.
Teachers have different policies regarding assignment deadlines. Most, however, would
agree that at some point, a late
assignment will warrant some
sort of penalty. Given the fact
that detentions and homework
slips aren’t needed at Park, it
would be fair to say that the
positive expectations teachers have for their students do
indeed yield positive results.
Most students get their assignments in on time, and those
who don’t eventually suffer the

Walking out on education

consequences of grade reduction. The balance of teacherstudent relationships is upset
sometimes, however, by teachers who fail to hold themselves
to the same standards as those to
which they hold their students.
A number of faculty members consistently take much
longer than necessary to grade
and return their students’ work.
But, unlike students, teachers are not penalized for returning
assignments
late.
Realistically there cannot be
a penalty for teachers who return assignments after a month
or two or even more. It wouldn’t
make sense and, given our philosophy, penalties should not
even be necessary. Teachers and students have a mutual responsibility to complete
their work in a timely fashion.
Just as it’s unacceptable for
students to repeatedly turn in
assignments late, it is unfair for
teachers to habitually return work
long after they receive it. If students are working to uphold the
philosophy, all teachers should
be expected to do the same.

“If you have M block commitments you can go to them.
Otherwise we encourage you
to stay and listen to the rest of
Chris Jordan’s presentation,” announced Art Department Chair
Caroline Sutton at the resident
artist assembly March 1. Immediately after this statement
about 80% of the Upper School
walked out of the theatre to go to
their M block “commitments.”
Even though we had an obligation to meet with the rest
of the Postscript staff, we debated for five minutes whether
or not to stay. In the end, we
left to work on this issue but we
all would have loved to stay.
According to students and
teachers who remained in the
theater, the final 45 minutes of
Jordan’s presentation were the
best part of his talk. His speech
turned into an emotional and philosophical discussion about grief
and motivation that most who
attended thoroughly enjoyed.
But the purpose of this editorial isn’t to praise a particularly
engaging speaker; it’s to share
how disappointing it was to see
a majority of the student body
walk out for no reason. Jordan
was a great presenter, one of
the most appealing resident art-

The Postscript

cartoon by RJ Gitter ‘12

ists to visit the school. The student body was given the unique
opportunity to stay and hear
more about the work and beliefs of a nationally-acclaimed
artist, but decided that their
free time was more important.
As we walked upstairs, we
passed 50% of the Upper School
doing absolutely nothing. They
were not broadening the conversation about race or discussing philosophy. They were sitting, talking, eating and even
planning to leave to get coffee.
Well-known, highly-regarded

individuals frequently visit Park.
The eagerness of many students
to spend M block lounging in the
hallway rather than listening to
the remainder of Jordan’s presentation suggests a lack of curiosity and willingness to engage
in an interesting presentation.
Upper School Principal Mike
McGill shared our frustration.
“Knowing the number of students who have commitments, I
am disappointed with the number of students who left behind
the opportunity to hear this individual and artist,” he said.
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Reviews
Small cast shines in Next to Normal
Alice Ripley in Tony Award-winning role stuns audiences as a mother suffering from depression

photo courtesy shkbuzz.wordpress.com
Henry and his son Gabe try to console Diana, a character with Bipolar Depressive Disorder.

by Ashley Suan ‘13
Next To Normal is a modern
day musical currently showing
at the Booth Theatre on Broadway. After hearing a lot about
this show, I decided it would
be an interesting one to see.
The theatre was full of many
other spectators who did not
know exactly what to expect.
Next To Normal tells the
story of a family in crisis,
and draws viewers in with

a dynamic cast and score.
Diana, the mother, suffers
from Bipolar Depressive Disorder, the result of a tragic event
early in her marriage. Dan, her
husband, is desperately holding
onto his love for her despite the
life they now have. Natalie, their
over-achieving daughter, yearns
for recognition from her mother, but only has her stoner boyfriend Henry to understand her.
Then there is Gabe, Natalie’s brother and Diana’s favorite child, who brings the

whole story together. There
are also two doctors who try
to treat Diana, with little luck.
There is only a small cast of
six people, but all the voices
are powerful and phenomenal.
Throughout the show there are a
few solo numbers, but most of the
songs include multiple cast members. The harmonies are amazing and leave listeners in awe.
I was lucky enough to see the
show with the original cast. Alice
Ripley portrayed the distraught
Diana beautifully and won a Tony
Award for her performance. Her
voice is truly stunning; she impressed the audience greatly and
many people stayed long after
the show to get her autograph.
The role of Gabe was played
by Aaron Tveit. Tveit has a
voice that surprises audiences
because of its quality and range.
His performance was extremely
impressive, to the extent that
even though his was not the
nicest character, the audience
couldn’t help but admire him.
He has the best male voice
I’ve heard to date in a musical.
His sister Natalie was played
by Jennifer Damiano. Damiano also has a great voice, but

her acting was even more impressive. Natalie goes through
a lot of changes, all of which
Damiano
portrayed
well.
Dan, Henry, and Dr. Fine/
Dr. Madden are played by J.
Robert Spencer, Adam Chanler-Berat, and Louis Hobson respectively, and all had
great performances as well.
Another huge part of the show
is the orchestra. The stage is set
up as a three by three grid (like
a tic tac toe board), but only six
of the nine sections are used by
the actors. The remaining three
areas are where the six onstage
band members play the contemporary rock music that distinguishes this musical from others.
Next to Normal’s plot also
separates it from other musicals.
It is not a happy musical that lifts
the spirits of viewers, but more
of a musical that forces the audience to think about life and
the pain that comes with joy.
It is a show full of twists
and turns, revealing things that
the audience did not expect
as the plot progresses. Due to
the mature subject matter, it
may be inappropriate for children under the age of fourteen.

The show, which opened on
Broadway on April 15, 2009,
was nominated for ten Tony
Awards, and won the awards
for Best Original Score, Best
Orchestrations, and Best Performance by a Leading Actress in a
Musical (Alice Ripley as Diana).
Next to Normal completely
deserved the standing ovation it
received at the end of the show
and the many compliments
made to the actors when they
came out to sign autographs.
It is my new favorite musical and I strongly recommend that people go to see
it, for it is truly something
above and beyond normal.

photo courtesy shkbuzz.wordpress.com

Director Scorsese frustrates eager audiences
by Jack Califano ‘12

B

ased on Denis Lehane’s
2003 novel of the same
name,
Martin
Scorsese’s
Shutter Island is a psychological thriller centered around Federal Marshal Teddy Daniels (Leonardo DiCaprio) and his
partner, Chuck Aule (Mark Ruffalo), as

photo courtesy films.co.il

they investigate the ominous disappearance of one of the disturbed patients of
Shutter Island, a federally-run treatment
facility for the criminally insane.
It is important to note that while
Shutter Island is commonly portrayed
in commercials as a nightmare inducing, psychological rollercoaster of terror, the movie isn’t actually as scary as
advertised. While Scorsese does throw
more than his fair share of tense, suspenseful moments at you, the vast majority of these fail to climax with any
sort of dramatic event, leaving you asking yourself, “Did I miss something…?”
This kind of weary confusion defines
the majority of the film, with Scorsese’s
heavy handed directing creating a harsh
black and white palette of emotions expressed by his characters. Ignoring the
complexity of human interaction, Scorsese boils down DiCaprio’s character
into nothing more than a hot-headed cop
from Boston with a penchant for beating table tops to death while demanding answers from anyone within earshot.
Moments like these keep you think-

photo courtesy guardian.co.uk
Federal Marshal Teddy Daniels (Leonardo DiCaprio) and his partner Chuck Aule
(Mark Rufallo) begin their inspection of Shutter Island.

ing, “He wouldn’t actually say that in
real life,” more often than a good movie
should. When combined with the seemingly random suspense created by the
movie’s over the top soundtrack, the
results are, if anything, frustrating.

In spite of all this, the movie does have a
sickly addictive edge to it. Like a bad crime
show, you take little pleasure in watching, but at the same time the plot’s basis
is so fundamentally intriguing, you have
to stick around to see how it all turns out.
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Family sitcom delivers more than laughs

photo courtesy idsnews.com
Modern Family portrays three different stereotypical American
families Wednesday nights at 9 on ABC.

by Ellie Kahn ‘12
The art of the family sitcom
has been pursued since the days
of “The Brady Bunch” and the
80’s “Family Ties”. We all love
watching them, with the domestic
mother married to her groceries
and the rebellious children who
eventually realize the importance of family. Something about
simple togetherness, a television
show without the suspense of
the cop show routine, or the fake
rawness of reality TV, appeals to
almost everyone. They are light,
a representative quality of the
genre, which allows us to connect
and recognize ourselves in the
characters, without noticing reminders of a complicated reality.
Many family sitcoms have

surfaced and quickly sunken
back into comic wasteland
over the years. Modern Family, which premiered September 23 on ABC, started with
12.61 million viewers and
that number continues to soar.
Set in a nameless suburbia,
we are introduced to three families, each portraying a contemporary stereotype of family convention. The connection between
them, revealed in the pilot, is a
pleasant surprise to new Family
followers. The show switches
from vignettes of their lives,
to interviews about old stories
and current relationships, without the interviewer ever being
shown. Creators, Steven Levitan
and Christopher Lloyd did this
with originality and authenticity.
The most common suburban-

ites, parents with three kids, Phil
and Claire Dunphy (Ty Burrell
and Baltimorean Julie Bowen)
send viewers into hysterics with
Claire’s subtle and raw one-liners and Phil’s energetic goofballity. Phil, completely owned by
his wife, tries to convince us of
his straight up coolness with his
chats to the camera saying, “I’m
the cool dad, that’s my thang.
I’m hip, I surf the Web, I text.
LOL: Laugh out loud. OMG: Oh
my God. WTF: Why the face?”
When Phil suggests to his eldest
daughter, Haley (Sarah Hyland),
that they pretend he is not her dad
and she is not his daughter, that
they’re “just a couple of friends
kickin’ it in a juice bar,” his humor is sincere. Burell is this season’s breakout comic actor, according to Entertainment Weekly.
We then meet partners Cameron (Eric Stonestreet) and
Mitchell (Jesse Tyler Ferguson)
as they put in considerable effort
to fit into a straight society. Lily,
their recently-adopted baby from
Vietnam remains expressionless
as she is dressed as Diana Ross,
Madonna, and also portrayed
as Simba as she is raised above
her extended family, with The
Circle of Life resounding from
a CD player. Cam and Mitchell live up to the gay stereotype
without overdoing it. “I’ll put
on a polo and a pair of khakis
and maybe people will think
we’re just a couple of golf buddies who decided to have a kid
together,” says Cam. They don’t

appear as caricatures, which
can be an easy route to take.
Ed O’Neill may have the most
complicated job. He plays Jay, a
sixty-something, remarried to
Latina force of nature, Gloria
(Sofia Vergara). In broken English, Gloria causes immediate
attraction from viewers. “We’re
very different,” explains Gloria,
“he’s from the city, he has big
big business and I come from a
small village, very poor but very
very beautiful. It is the number
one village in all Colombia for
all the, what’s the word?” Jay
reminds her, “Murders,” “Yes
the murders.” Unlike the cliché,
both she and Jay love each other.
And although age is constantly
brought up, money and power
never surface, which is refreshing. Jay is a genuinely decent
guy, who proves his integrity by
enlightening Gloria’s old-soul
son Manny (Rico Rodriguez)
about women and romance.
What is immediately apparent
from the beginning of Family is

the smart decision not to include
a laugh track, the distinct rhythm
of respectful chuckles into a crescendo of hysterical, contagious
laughs. The show does not need
it. The awkwardness of Phil’s
commentary and the weighted
glances to one another are enough
to make anyone laugh, without a
forced soundtrack in the background. What also contributed
to the show’s originality was the
equal camera time for each family and each character. While
watching, viewers feel as though
they know the family well, this
being accomplished by developing the characters extremely well.
Modern Family is truly an
impressive show. The humor
seems so effortless, which is
hard to execute. It is also only
thirty minutes. My parents watch
it, which was a turn-off, but it
truly is a family show. Take a
little time out of your Wednesday night and watch. You may
find your own parents starting
to say, WTF: Why the face?

photo courtesy www.chroniclesofawriter.com
Phil and Claire Dunphy (Ty Burrell and Julie Bowen) play a couple in
a typical suburban family.

New Mari Luna Latin Grill provides appreciated alternative
by David Agronin ‘13
To the adventurous restaurateurs situated around the Pikesville area, Mari Luna
Latin Grill is a savior from blandness and
monotony. The second of Chef Jaime Luna’s restaurants to enter the scene, this place
will give you a taste of almost-gourmet
Latin food without making you worry too
much about the price. It’s perfect for small
festivities like birthdays or anniversaries.
The warmly-lit and festively-decorated eatery has become immensely
popular since its opening. This is due
in part to the popularity of its older sister Mari Luna Mexican Grill, a more
traditional Mexican restaurant (also very
good!). A popular nightspot as well, the
Latin Grill has a bar serving trademark
Latin drinks like mojitos and margaritas.
Each meal begins with a moist, crisp

popover accompanied by sweet and
creamy mango butter. Follow this with
your choice of an appetizer, like a lime
ceviche (my personal favorite), a soup,
or a salad to hold you over until the main
course arrives. These range from fresh
Chilean sea bass to a seared flank steak
or grilled scallops, all elegantly plated
and served with a number of vibrant and
flavorful sides. Service is phenomenal
with a cheery waitstaff that works to deliver food quickly despite the crowd.
Expect a free plate of flan on birthdays.
Mari Luna is not without its faults
though. On any given Saturday night, there
may be a 40-minute wait for a table, and
they don’t take reservations. But you can
use this time to make your way to the bar
for a coke and some of that ceviche. Noise
level can also be a problem for those who
enjoy a quieter meal, but both of these problems are due to the restaurant’s popularity.

photo courtesy weblogs.baltimoresun.com

Mari Luna Latin Grill boasts a delicious menu, inviting atmosphere and friendly
staff, but going at a busy time could mean a 40-minute wait.

I think and hope that restaurants like
Mari Luna Latin Grill are the future of
food in Pikesville. A fun place that bor-

ders on the gourmet and brings unique flavor to the area is something we should all
appreciate, even if we can’t stand the wait.
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Yeasayer exceeds expectations with Odd Blood
Class of 2000 alumni Anand Wilder and Chris Keating create second successful album
by Michael Gold ‘10
After releasing a successful debut album and blazing a
new trail in experimental music,
the pressure was on Baltimore/
Brooklyn band Yeasayer to avoid
the sophomore slump. Nobody
was quite sure in which direction the band was going to take
the next album, and I was very
surprised when I finally heard
what Yeasayer had produced.
After they released their first
single, “Ambling Alp,” (and then
when the entire album was leaked
in late 2009) the music blogosphere began to drool over them.
Everyone was incredibly excited
to see how the album would turn
out. Their new album, Odd Blood,
released February 8, exceeded
expectations. It takes experimental in a whole new direction, and
trends towards pop much more
then Yeasayer’s previous work.
Odd Blood is a much, much
more accessible album then their
debut album, All Hour Cymbals.
While a few songs may still scare
away non-fans, the two singles,
“Ambling Alp” and “ONE”

(along with other tracks) are true
pop songs and enjoyable by all.
“We wanted to make a much
sparer album, less choral vocals, less reverb, less ambient haze,” said band member
Anand Wilder ’00 about the
new album. “We wanted the
sub bass to really rumble in the
clubs, and for the rhythms to
be much more prominent and
dance-y.” And they succeeded.
If I had to note the biggest
difference between the new
and old Yeasayer, it would be
how much more danceable the
new album is. The aforementioned tracks have strong bass
and rhythm, and half of “Love
Me Girl” could be considered a
trance beat with added finesse
and style, while the other half
is a funky, breakbeat rhythm. I
never found myself dancing—or
even head bobbing—to All Hour
Cymbals (with the exception of
one or two songs), but it is quite
the opposite with Odd Blood.
Lyrically,
Yeasayer
has
changed significantly. In place
of the epic and apocalyptic lyrics that were common on their

debut album, the group now
takes a much more personal
tone, with songs about love and
relationships, that more people can relate to. It is nice to
see that the band is capable of
this—and I think it is a change
for the better—but the lyrics
could be better in several songs.
Another new aspect I found in
Odd Blood was Yeasayer’s use of
vamping and repetition. In songs
like “Rome,” I would almost
go as far to say that it is a little
reminiscent of Animal Collective, another experimental group
with Park roots. Yeasayer hasn’t
nailed the hypnotic power that
comes from repetition and layering, but they’re onto something.
Though I already said the biggest change in Odd Blood was the
dance-ability of the tracks, I may
have to revise that statement. It’s a
tie between that and the immense
(in comparison to All Hour Cymbals) use of synthesized sounds.
“Electric” can now confidently
be added to the long list of words
used to describe Yeasayer’s music. Though I cannot be sure,
I’d guess at least half of the

photo courtesy www.secretlycanadian.com

Odd Blood was released February 8.

sounds on the album were created completely with computers.
The vocals on “The Children”
are pitch-shifted and processed.
What I would almost swear is
some kind of synth solo at the
end of “Ambling Alp” is actually a heavily effected bass solo.
I get the feeling that after having to mix their debut album
in only five days, they must
have felt like kids in a candy
shop with the several months
they had to mix Odd Blood.

‘We wanted the sub
bass to really rumble in
the clubs, and for the
rhythms to be much
more prominent and
dance-y.’

photo courtesy www.secretlycanadian.com

Yeasayer--Chris Keating ‘00, Ira Wolf Tuton, and Anand Wilder ‘00--recently released their
second album, Odd Blood. Their upcoming U.S. tour brings them to D.C. April 3 and Baltimore
May 6.

Though I like the significantly more-polished tracks and
Yeasayer’s use of softwarebased sounds, I do think it took
away some of the creativity and
experimentation found in All
Hour Cymbals. There isn’t as
much vocal harmony, and a lot of
the cool instruments and sounds
that gave them their world-music
feel are now gone. Only tracks
“Ambling Alp” and “Madder
Red” maintain a wandering-inthe-desert feel that many tracks
on All Hour Cymbals possessed.
To be honest, if I were to say
that Yeasayer is basically a new

band, it would not be much of
a stretch. Other than Keating’s
distinctive voice, there are very
few similarities between the old
and new Yeasayer. Their lyrical direction has changed significantly. Ambient noise, vocal harmony, and world-music
roots have been replaced with
synthesizers, funky dance beats,
and radio-friendly pop rhythms.
Yeasayer is known as an experimental band. All Hour Cymbals Yeasayer took experimental
in a world-music meets indierock direction, while Odd Blood
Yeasayer takes experimental in
an upbeat, electric pop direction.
Yeasayer shows us the beautiful blend that can be created
between sonic experimentation
and unadulterated pop. Is this
change indicative of the future of
pop music in general? Probably
not, but I wish it were. I wouldn’t
mind if Rihanna and Timbaland took the hint. Either way,
Yeasayer has truly delivered
with Odd Blood, and you really owe it to these Park grads
to check them out. And by the
way, Wilder’s favorite song off
the new album is “Grizelda.”
Yeasayer is currently touring abroad, and will begin
their U.S tour in Washington D.C. on April 3. They will
then be in Baltimore towards
the end of the tour on May 6.
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Strong senior class leads experienced Boys’ Lacrosse
by Hannah Sibel ‘13
The Boys Varsity Lacrosse team is
off to a great preseason despite weatherrelated setbacks. Because of snow days,
winter sports’ seasons were extended,
which prevented the lacrosse team from
practicing together for the beginning of
preseason. Additionally, because of poor
field conditions, the team has been forced
to practice in the Athletic Center and on
the back parking lot. “The snow is absolutely a factor in this very important preseason, but everyone is dealing with it,
and it should be no excuse to make a lot of
progress on our stick skills and our endurance,” said Captain Forrest Carroll ’10.
Just like last year, the team does not
have enough players to field two complete teams. Therefore, there is one large
varsity team consisting of about thirty
players. The coaching staff divided the
team in two: the varsity team and the B
squad. “There are a great number of underclassmen who really have no varsity
experience,” said Carroll. Players on
the B squad have their own games, but
generally practice with the rest of team.
However, during specialty drills such as
man-down and half-field scrimmage, the
team is split up into varsity and B squad
so everyone can have maximum practice
time. There are also a handful of varsity
players who will round out the B squad
roster. This is to provide younger players
with the chance to gain more experience.

The Bruins hope to have a strong defense as well as an effective offense. Key
offensive players include Captain Andrew
Duberg ’10, who scored 37 goals last year
as a midfielder, and Carroll, who scored
23 as an attackman. “Andrew will be a
player to watch this year; he is one of the
biggest offensive threats on the team and
perhaps even in the league,” said Carroll.
The team will also look to other seniors
to lead the offense. Sam Leighton ’10
has been working incredibly hard in the
winter season and Seniors Daniel McGill
and Matt Glick are returning players
who will need to step up this year. Head
Coach Lucky Mallonee ‘62 said, “Brandon Keiser [‘11] had a strong season as
a sophomore and we are hoping that Emmett Freedman [‘11] will have a break
out season after suffering an injury that
ended his season after the third game.”
“I think our offense will be our greatest strength and would expect nothing but
hard work and good outcomes from an
offense of upperclassmen,” said Carroll.
In total, there are 23 returning members.
As in the past, the team will depend
on its defense which is led by Captain
Arthur Sonnenfeld ’10, Nick Ryugo ’10,
and Alex Katz ’10. Sonnenfeld, however, suffered a knee injury and is unable to practice until a week after Spring
Break. “I can only wish Arthur a speedy
recovery as he is our primary and most
experienced defender,” said Carroll. Another crucial part of the team’s defense is
Goalie Ham Sonnenfeld ‘12. Last season,

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
The Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse team engages in a half field scrimmage during a preseason practice March 1.

H. Sonnenfeld started in goal as a freshman and showed that underclassmen can
contribute as much as upperclassmen.
This season, H. Sonnenfeld is going to
be a even bigger threat. “Ham has the
chance to be one of the best, if not the best
goalie I have ever had,” said Mallonee.
The team’s toughest competition in
conference will be Friends, Glenelg, John
Carroll and Curley. Friends, having just
moved down from the A conference, will
be a particularly tough team to defeat.

John Carroll and Curley have long been the
Bruins’ fiercest opponents; in past years,
these two teams, along with Park, have
made it to the championships many times.
With an experienced group led by the
senior class, the team certainly has the
potential for a successful season. “We
are all out there to work hard and have
fun, and if that mentality can be passed
on to every player, I have very high aspirations for the season and the experiences we have as a team,” said Carroll.

Girls’ Lacrosse enters season with revamped defense

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
The Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse team practices in the Athletic Center due to weather conditions. H. Goelet ‘10 tosses the ball to A. Tarver ‘10 in a four-on-three drill.

by Sam Cornblath ‘10

The game was tied 10-10 with
19.6 seconds remaining. Lauren
Sibel ‘11 had just won the draw
and the Bruins settled the ball on
offense. Seniors Adrienne Tarver
and Helen Goelet both attempted
shots, with Goelet’s ricocheting
out of bounds. Julia Meyerhoff

’10 chased the ball out, regaining
possession for the team. Meyerhoff sprinted towards the goal
and shot the ball. The ball soared
passed the stick of the Friends’
goalie; the Bruins were the 2009
IAAM B Conference Champions.
After an unbelievable championship season, the Girls’ Varsity
Lacrosse team is working hard

in preseason play to continue
its success. Prior to preseason,
players who weren’t participating in winter sports attended Rob
Slade workouts to prepare. “We
are looking for another chance
at the championship,” said Head
Coach Robin Cardin-Lowe ’84.
Before the Bruins can look
to playoffs, they must face more

pressing issues; the team graduated its entire defense of Becka
Althauser ’09, Goalie Anja
Fries ’09, Dawn Lee ’09 and
Tess Shiras ’09. “We have big
holes to fill on defense,” said
Tarver. The Bruins will look to
Meyerhoff to lead the defense,
Rachel Shapiro ’10, Christina
Cubera ’10 and Gabi Schwartz
’11 to round out the defense and
Aiden Piper ’11 to fill in goal.
Despite defensive holes, the
Bruins are returning an exceptional offense led by All-Stars
Tarver and Lucie Weinberg ’10.
“Ashley [Hohman ‘11], Autumn
[Cohen ‘11] and Lauren are going
to have a bigger role this season,”
said Weinberg. The team should
be able to put up a lot of points
this season, but making sure they
don’t let in too many will be a
challenge they must overcome.
Practices so far have been
difficult. Like other spring
sports, the Bruins have been

stuck indoors because of the
snow. “It’s going to be a hard
preseason,” said Cardin-Lowe.
“It’s hard to get outside but
practicing on [other schools’]
turf will be very helpful.” Despite the unfortunate weather,
the team is still practicing hard
indoors working on team bonding, stick skills and conditioning.
Looking ahead to regular
season play, the team foresees
another exciting season. 2009
B Conference Finalists Friends
will be tough competitors again
this season. “Friends will be
our biggest rivals. They graduated a handful of key players,
but are returning a strong team
as well,” said Tarver. Institute
of Notre Dame and St. Vincent
Pallotti also look good on paper, according to Cardin-Lowe.
If the Bruins can construct
a cohesive and strong defense, this could easily be another championship season.
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Baseball adjusts to new coaching staff
by Drew Goldfarb ‘12

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
N. Casper ‘12 and J. Respass ‘11 toss the ball before practice
March 2.

Championship team returns
star pitcher and catcher
by Michael Ginsburg ‘12
After winning the 2009 MIAA
C Conference Championships,
this year’s Varsity Softball team
is looking to repeat its run. “Our
expectations are that we repeat
our last season and move up to the
B conference,” said Head Coach
Bruce Hamilton. Competing in
an unusually large conference
that includes eleven other teams
makes this task challenging.
This season, 26 students turned
out to play, thus allowing them to
have a B squad. Players on the B
squad either participate only in
B squad games or play for both

teams. “The B squad is a work
in progress. It’s for the developing players to get meaningful
playing time,” said Hamilton.
The relationship that catcher
Alix Gresov ’10 and All-Star
Pitcher Chelsea Burwasser ’11
have developed is noteworthy.
“Our relationship got strong
because we worked so much
together in the offseason, by
ourselves,” said Gresov. These
kinds of bonds are what the
Bruins are trying to create
throughout their team. With
last year’s success and strong
relationships, the team is trying
to continue its winning-streak.

Despite coming into the season
with high expectations last year,
the Varsity Baseball team did not
reach the playoffs. Captain Alec
Ring ’11 missed the majority of
the season with a shoulder injury
and pitching ace Ben Brewster
’10 missed the entire season due
to injuries. “As a sophomore,
Ben could have been a top 3
pitcher in the A conference,” said
former Head Coach Dave Sutor.
Despite last year’s disappointments, the team’s expectations
for this season are high and as
long as Brewster, Ring and other
key players remain healthy, the
team should have a strong season.
Last year’s Assistant Head
Coach George Cooper, replaced
Sutor as the team’s head coach.
Cory Huemmer returns as the batting coach, and Cooper has added
J.T. Maguire as the conditioning
and outfield coach. “The practices
are much more relaxed and we
also focus more on the fundamentals than we did last year,” said
Michael Ginsburg ’12. “The practice style is a little different and
the team seems really focused,
which is nice,” added Ring.
In addition to injuries, the
team didn’t make the play-

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
The Boys’ Varsity Baseball team practices hand-eye coordination
in a preseason practice March 3.

offs last season because of the
strength of their conference.
There are many excellent teams
including Boys Latin, Baltimore
Lutheran, Friends, and Severn.
This year, St. Frances School,
who won the C conference championship last year, has moved
up to the B conference. Despite St. Frances moving up,
the conference is still tough
because Lutheran recruited
stellar pitchers from Towson
Catholic. “It’s always a tough
conference, but as long as we
can stay healthy we should be
in good position to make the
playoffs and do some damage,”
said Captain Jon Hettleman ’10.

The Bruins do have an advantage this season. In previous
years, the team has played fall
ball together in an attempt to
start early. But, this preseason
start was actually unhelpful to the
team. “The team doesn’t look as
burned out as last year and that
should enable us to be a lot more
durable than we were,” said Ring.
With a tough conference,
coaching changes, and Brewster
still recovering from his injury,
this team will face obstacles this
season. However, the players
seemed to have adjusted to the
new coaching style. If players stay
healthy and work hard, this team is
capable of reaching the playoffs.

Fresh-Soph finishes with winning
Chapelgate ends Boys’ JV
Basketball championship hope record against tough competition
by Michael Ginsburg ‘12

Expectations were high, as many members of the Boys’ Fresh-Soph Basketball
team moved up to Junior Varsity with
their Head Coach Justin McKnight after
their championship season. “Our expectations were not only to be the champions,
but to win all our games. We all expected
to do as well as we did last year,” said

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
B. Keiser ‘11 calls out a play during the
team’s game against Lutheran.

McKnight. Players’ reactions were similar.
“We expected to compete for the championship, and we were right in the thick of
things. It was unfortunate that we couldn’t
come away with the championship title,
but we didn’t come ready to play against
Chapelgate either time, so they deserved
it,” said Captain Drew Goldfarb ‘12.
The Bruins played in the MIAA JV C
conference. This conference clearly lacked
competition. “Our league has been very
skewed, in that there are only a few teams
that have talent. The difference is black
and white; there are only good teams and
bad teams,” said Mark Rothleitner ’12. The
conference consists of six teams including
Park. Three of the teams were tough, while
the other three were downright horrible.
Failing to meet their expectations,
they finished in a familiar spot for Park:
second. “We didn’t meet our expectations
this year because of player-potential.
Against Chapelgate, two or three guys
put on a good showing. We could score
60 points a game against anyone else,
but against them, we couldn’t score that
much,” said McKnight. Next season,
many of these players will move up
to Varsity to fill spots left by seniors.

by Drew Goldfarb ‘12
Heading into this season, Boys’ FreshSoph Basketball didn’t know what to
expect. They were technically the defending champions of the B conference, but
they were only returning one player. Head
Coach Justin McKnight moved up to coach
Junior Varsity, so Josh Ackerman became
the new head coach. Sure the team didn’t
win a championship, but the team was
far from unsuccessful given the early
close to the season due to the weather.
Even though this team finished with a
6-4 record, each loss was either close or
respectable. The Bruins lost to St Paul’s
School 33-45, but went on to beat them
later in the season 45-34. The team’s largest defeat of the season was to Gilman by
a margin of 19 points; however, they were
missing Freshmen Eric Sussman, Reid
Danels, and Seth Danels. Wayne Cottman
‘12, Randy Conney ‘13, Patrick Gerald ‘13,
Sussman, and R. Danels were the starters
this season, and S. Danels was the first man
off the bench, so missing half of their core
players affected the team greatly. In their
second meeting with Gilman, the Bruins
only lost by 3, but Conney, the team’s leading scorer, injured his ankle in the fourth

quarter and was unable to finish the game.
The team showed great promise towards the end of the season, demonstrating
they could play with anyone. “We knew
this conference would be tough, but we
worked really hard and ended up with
a successful season. We found out we
could beat anyone in our conference,” R.
Danels said. This new-found confidence
can be used as a building block next year.

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
R. Conney ‘13 shoots a jump shot
against McDonogh.
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Freshman competes in squash championship
by Reid Danels ‘13
Park’s Varsity Squash team ended its
season on a strong note in the MIAA
Individual Championships. “Overall,
this was a great year,” said Freshman
Andrew Katz. All but one player on the
team won their first match in this tournament, proving the team’s depth and talent.
The team also preformed fairly well
during the regular season with a record
of 3-11. Despite a losing record, the team
is happy with its performance. With only
one conference, all Baltimore teams
are forced to play against each other.
This means that nationally competitive
teams such as Gilman and McDonough
play against newer and weaker teams.
One could say that the team exceeded
expectations this year even though it only
had three wins in the regular season because
for the first time in Park history, the squash
team defeated Friends. The Bruins won
their second match against the Quakers 4-3
in a showdown of rivals January 21. Park
had other impressive wins, including those
against Loyola and Roland Park Country
School (RPCS). The team swept Loyola
and won all but one match against RPCS.
There were many key players on the
team this year including Captains Drew

Kaup ‘10 and Alex Katz ’10, Andrew
Duberg ’10 and Andrew Katz. Andrew
Katz was the only player to make it to
the Individual Conference Championship
games, but lost 3-0 to Gilman Greyhound
Peter Dewire in a tight match, each game’s
score was 11-8. “It was a close match
but I just couldn’t pull away,” he said.
The National Tournament at Yale University was another highlight. The team
traveled to New Haven despite severe
weather conditions while other Baltimore
schools including St. Paul’s, McDonough
and Bryn Mawr dropped out. At the National Tournament, the team faced four
other opponents. The team played in
the forth conference because many of its
players do not have a national ranking.
In their first match February 5, the
Bruins fell to a tough New York team who
would later win the conference. Later
that evening, Head Coach Toby Gordon
scheduled two more matches for the
team. The first team was an all-girls team
that Bryn Mawr was supposed to play;
the Bruins swept this team playing very
polished squash. In their second match
of the night, the team played the boys
counterpart of the girls team. This was a
more competitive match, but the Bruins
won 5-2. Saturday February 6 the Bruins
played in the consolation finals at 9 am.

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
A. Katz ‘13 sprints towards the back wall to hit the ball during his semifinal match
against St. Paul’s February 19.

Although the team played well, they lost
4-3. However, many members feel they
should have won. Andrew Katz missed
a chance to win his match off a stroke, a
foul on the other player, and many members were tired from all their matches
and the time of this particular match.
Even though the team was able to finally
compete on a national level, members were
clearly most excited about the bonding
they experiences. The team was always
together, creating inside jokes and having

a great time. “We had an amazing time,”
said Alex Katz. “I got to know everyone
on the team much better than before.”
Six of the nine players on the team
are graduating this year, meaning Freshmen Ashley Suan and Andrew Katz and
Sophomore Nick Halle are going to be key
leaders next year. Until then, performing
well in the MIAA Championships, competing in a national tournament and beating
Friends School for the first time definitely made for a very satisfying season.

Boys’ Basketball falls just short of championship
by Daniel Stern ‘12
In a season of peaks and
troughs, the Boys’ Varsity Basketball team came up just short
of a championship bid. With five
minutes left in the semi-finals,
the Bruins found themselves
down two points to Chapelgate
Christian Academy, who would
go on to be the MIAA C Conference Champions. The two-point
lead quickly began to increase,
and Park was eliminated from
the playoffs with a 66-53 loss.
At the end of the first quarter,
Park led Chapelgate 15-13 and
the game remained close until the
Yellow Jackets pulled away late
in the fourth quarter. The team’s
ability to keep the game close
was impressive, considering that
the players had lost to Chapelgate
twice during the regular season,
by 25 and 20 points respectively.
Additionally, the team played
without Kyle Long ’10, a key
starter, due to an ankle injury.
Head Coach Josh Wolf thought
that the semi-final matchup was
one of the team’s best games of
the season. “Defensively, I think
that the last Chapelgate game

photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
A. Gerald ‘10 dunks the ball during the Boys’ Varsity Basketball
team’s Program Night and quarterfinal game February 18.

was one of our best games of the
year,” he said. “Our bigs, particularly Rodney [Hill ‘11] and
Spencer [Schulz ‘10] were really
intimidating. We played without
Kyle because of his sprained
ankle, but we were still able to
play well inside and outside. This
was a team we’d lost to by twenty
points, and it was a two point
game with five minutes left.”
Captain Jonathan Hettleman ’10 agreed that the Bruins’
playoff performance against

Chapelgate was a good one. “Our
last game was our best of the
season.” said Hettleman. “Qe put
ourselves in a position to upset
Chapelgate, we just couldn’t
shut the door at the very end.”
The Bruins were the number
4 seed in the playoffs, which included every C Conference team.
The record-breaking snowstorm
suspended all MIAA competition
for over a week and as a result,
the MIAA was forced to cancel all
missed games and proceed direct-

ly to an expanded, tournament.
Before the snowstorm, the basketball players were just barely in
position to make the MIAA C
Conference playoffs. Park had
experienced a season plagued by
inconsistency; in many games,
the Bruins showed both brilliance
and mediocrity. “I think we had
ups and downs as a team,” said
Captain Avery Gerald ’10. “We
played some teams really close
– some were probably better
than us and some we should’ve
probably beaten by more.”
Though the snowstorm guaranteed the Bruins a playoff
spot, Wolf was unhappy with
its timing. “I felt that we had
just made a big turn right before
the snow storm,” he said. “We
lost a game to The Key School
and it was a wake-up call. Afterwards, we had a series of
meetings and practices that were
very productive; we really were
just starting to click when the
snowstorm came and cancelled
the rest of our games. I’d say
that was a big disappointment.”
The week after the snowstorm, the Bruins hosted Indian

Creek in the quarterfinals round
of the playoffs for a rescheduled Program Night. Park had
planned to host Indian Creek a
week earlier for the original Program Night. Handily, the Bruins
gained a lead that was never
relinquished, and advanced to
the semifinals with a 38-24 win.
“I think that after the snowstorm,
it took us one game to really get
back into the swing of things,”
said Hettleman. “The Indian
Creek game really helped prepare
us for the Chapelgate game.”
After the disappointing loss
in the playoffs, Wolf reflected
on the 2009-2010 season. “I
loved this group of kids,” he
said. “They were a lot of fun to
coach. I’ll definitely miss spending two hours a day with them.”
Next season, the team will
only return two players, Hill
(11) and Sophomore Michael
Ginsburg ’12. Gerald feels that
the pair is capable of leading
the team. “I think we’ve got two
guys next year who are going to
step up into leadership roles and
do well for us,” he said. “I’m
excited to see how they’ll grow.”
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Sports

Games of Girls’ Varsity Basketball loses championship
that they are required to move
Aiden Piper ‘11
the month byWith
an amazing season of up to the B Conference next
February 18:
Girls’ Indoor Soccer fell
in the championship
game 4-5 to Garrison
Forest.
February 19:
Boys’ Varsity Basketball lost in the fourth
quarter to Chapelgate
in the semifinal game
53-66.
February 21:
Girls’ Varsity Basketball lost heartbreaking
championship game
in overtime to St. John
Catholic’s.
February 22:
Varsity Squash player
Andrew Katz lost in his
championship match.

Games to
watch

13-1 in-conference, and 18-4 out
of conference, the Bruins’ third
consecutive loss in the championship came as a devastating blow.
“We all tried our best and gave
it our all,” said Autumn Cohen
’11, “but in the end, it just wasn’t
enough.” The Bruins were in the
lead for the first three quarters
of the game, though the score
was close. In the fourth quarter,
the fouls began to build up, and
soon enough, Park lost the lead.
“It was a game of lots of fouls,”
said IAAM C Conference allstar Rose Coll ‘11, “both [teams]
were very nervous.” With the final score of 36-36, a four-minute
overtime determined the outcome. St. John Catholic’s pulled
ahead and won the game by four.
The focus on this team
shouldn’t be the championship
game, however. The Bruins
have placed first for three years
in a row, with records consisting
of just one or two in-conference
losses. They have dominated
in the C conference for so long

year, a feat that many are both
worried about and proud of.
“It’ll be nice to have more of
a challenge next year,” said R.
Coll, though she is concerned
the team won’t win many games.
The Bruins are moving up in
part because of their remarkable
record, and in part because they
have been forced to. With two
B Conference teams moving up
to the A Conference, and one
moving down to C Conference,
league officials are worried that
the C Conference will be overcrowded, and so one team was
forced to move. “It’s maybe not
be the best thing moving forward,” said Head Coach Kevin
Coll, “but it’s a huge compliment that they [IAAM officials]
think we’re that good. Our plan
is to, as always, do way better
than anyone thinks is possible.”
This year ’s Varsity team
should be remembered for its
incredible high points against
teams like B Conference Garrison Forrest, where the Bruins

March 12:
Girls’ Varsity Softball
vs. Maryvale, 4:00
March 26:
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse
vs. Glenelg, 4:00
Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse
at Garrison Forest, 3:45
Boys’ Varsity Baseball
vs. St. Mary’s, 4:00
Boys’ Varsity Tennis vs.
St. Paul’s, 3:45

St. John’s player blocks A. Tarver ‘10 as she shoots the ball in the
championship game February 21.

started the game with only six
players and ended with just five,
or beating rival school Friends.
Additionally, the team should
be remembered for its amazing
effort and dedication. “[The season] was remarkably successful
and had tons of high points,” said

K. Coll, “[but it’s] hard to single
any out because the team really
came to have an identity – tough,
strong, fast, aggressive – and
more than any game, that identity
is what I’ll remember.” In the
end, the echoes from the fans of
“we still love you” holds true.

Indoor Soccer falls to Garrison Forest

March 9:
Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse
vs. Bryn Mawr, 4:00
Girls’ Varsity Softball
vs. Chapelgate, 4:00
March 11:
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse
first game vs. Maret,
4:00
Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse
at St. Pauls’, 3:45

photo by A. Sussman ‘10

photo by A. Kelmenson ‘11
E. King ‘12 attempts to steal the ball from a Garrison Forest Grizzlie
in the championship game. The final score was 4-5.

by Adam Kelmenson ‘11
The Girls’ Varsity Indoor
Soccer season ended in disappointment. After making it all
the way to the championship
game, the team lost 4-5 to Garrison Forest. “It awesome getting
all the way to the championship game because we worked
so hard all season but it was
really sad to lose in the final
game with such a close score,”
said Captain Aiden Piper ’11.
The road towards the championship game was not as hard

as expected. The team won
three games leading up to the
championship, shutting out
their opponents in each. The
Bruins beat Beth Tfiloh 6-0 on
January 27, and Glenelg 5-0
on January 29 and 4-0 in the
February 16 semifinal game.
Although the championship
game ended in a Park loss, it was
exciting nonetheless. Garrison
finished the first half with a three
point lead, a score of 4-1. “We
did not play well in the first half
and with Garrison, they’re going
to capitalize on that,” said Senior

Captain Mariama Eversley. Park
started the second half with a rejuvenated feeling of confidence and
scored three goals in ten minutes
to tie the game. Then, with two
minutes left, the Grizzlies scored
another goal and gained the lead.
“After they scored the fifth
goal, the whole team got really
frantic and desperate to get the
ball on our shooting end of the
court because we knew we had
to score another goal,” said Piper.
With one minute left in the
game, Piper made an aggressive
play that resulted in a serious
injury. She jumped to head the
ball, but collided with Daphne
Lyketsos ’12 of Garrison Forrest.
“We were both going for the ball
and missed and hit each other,”
said Piper. Both players fell to
the ground motionless bleeding
heavily from their heads. Trainers
and coaches rushed onto the field.
“The trainer asked us both
the same questions about the
score and our names and who we
were playing, and she couldn’t
answer any of them. She was
just shaking and crying,” said

Piper. Fifteen minutes later, three
EMTs arrived with a stretcher
and wheeled Lyketsos off the
field. Piper was able to get up and
walk to the sideline but needed
six stitches above her eye. Later
that night, Lyketsos Facebook
messaged Piper to ask how she
was doing. Luckily, Both players
did not receive serious injuries.
The game resumed with 57 seconds left. “After the accident we
had to get one more goal, but we
were lucky because we got a rest
while the trainers were dealing
with the injuries,” said Eversley.
Despite a huge effort, the Bruins
were not able to put the ball in
the net and left the field defeated.
“Even though we lost, it was
a great season,” said Piper. The
Bruins ended the regular season
with a record of 11-1; the one
lost was to Garrison. It was a
successful season as a whole.
“I’m really proud of the freshmen. They improved a lot,”
said Eversley. The team looks
positively towards next season and hopes to see Garrison
again in the championship game.

