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Interim head Eanes takes reins July 1
by Eva Zenilman ‘09
Michael N. Eanes, an educator and consultant for the past
42 years, will serve as interim
Head of School after David
Jackson ends his 12-year tenure
June 30. Jackson will fill the
position of Headmaster at San
Francisco Day School. Following Jackson’s announcement,
the school elected to have a oneyear interim Head due to the
length of time needed for a fullfledged search. This would also
allow for a larger pool of candidates to apply for the position.
Eanes has extensive experience with several positions in
independent schools, and has
served as an interim Head at
various schools. While working
at The Gunnery, a Connecticut
boarding school, he served, at
different times, as a headmaster, assistant headmaster, academic dean, dorm head, baseball coach, chemistry teacher,
dean of faculty, and director
of admissions. In addition, he
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Next year’s Head of School, Michael Eanes, has years of experience in the independent school environment.

has participated in a number of
organizations which focus on
independent schools, including the American Montessori
Society for which he was the
executive director for 10 years.
In 2002, Eanes became a consultant to not-for-profit companies. “Consulting has given me
more variety and a broader perspective in my career,” he said.

For the last three years, Eanes
has worked at three different
schools as an interim Head, including St. Paul’s School for
Girls. “Being an interim Head
allows me to go to different places every year, and decide what I
want to do,” Eanes explained.
Eanes also expressed his
enjoyment in meeting new faculty and people at each school.

Although the Park philosophy
is different from other schools
in which he has previously
worked, Eanes has learned that
the basic principles of running
a school are the same, and that
the significant transition is in
administrating a K-12 school
rather than an upper school.
In a personal statement to
the school, Eanes elaborated
on his approach to his role as
an interim head. “I believe that
my style of leadership enhances
a child-centered mission and
pedagogy. My leadership style
is less hierarchical and more
collaborative, with my concern
for teaches at the forefront.”
To create a smooth transition
between Jackson and the next
head of school, Eanes does not
plan to change the school in any
way. “The goal of an interim
head is to help the school enhance and continue its mission,
not to bring an own agenda,”
he said. “A good interim Head
does not impose an educational
philosophy, curriculum, or style
of teaching, but rather reinforc-

es that of the school he leads,
constantly drawing on his own
leadership experience and underlying belief in what students
and teachers can do when freed
to teach and learn in a supportive
and caring school,” he wrote in
his personal statement.e school.
Eanes visited Park May 17,
and addressed the full faculty.
“[Eanes] struck me as a very
experienced and thoughtful
man…his style of getting advice
from different people and talking about decisions fits in well
with Park,” said Greg Brandt,
English Department Chair.
Although the school has not
asked Eanes to address any
particular issue, his personal
goals are to satisfy the need
for general leadership, and
more specifically, to make it a
great year for the senior class.
Eanes also remarked that he
felt the excitement the students
had in learning. “I want the students to feel empowered to make
a difference, and for the faculty
to go on with making a difference in the student’s lives.”

Two juniors share council leadership
Maddie Macks and Dan Demmitt elected Park School’s first Co-Presidents
by Rachel Shapiro ‘10
It’s that time of year again:
it’s the summer’s-just-a-fewweeks-away time of AP exams,
term papers, portfolios and, of
course, Student Council elections. During assembly Wednesday, May 9, candidates for next
year’s government presented
speeches to the Upper School,
and by Friday the results were in.

Co-Presidents
Amidst promises of better
dances and more school-wide
activities, the two candidates
running for president proposed
the idea of co-presidents. Presidential candidates Dan Demmitt
’08 and Maddie Macks ‘08 informally presented the reasons why

they should be elected together.
“I’m interested in seeing what
goes on with the Board of Trustees,” said Demmitt.
Macks echoed Demmitt’s interest in helping choose Park’s
new Head of School, and explained that it was the similarity of their opinions that would
make them good co-presidents.
During the Question & Answer session that followed the
speeches, students directed
most of their questions to Demmitt and Macks. Students were
curious about the pros and
cons of having co-presidents.
“With two people in the
mix, you get more diverse
opinions,” Demmitt explained.
In the end, the candidates’ responses persuaded students

to elect Demmitt and Macks
as Park’s first Co-Presidents.
The two are very enthusiastic about next year. “We want
to work on making the Upper
School more fun,” said Macks.
“We want to get Park kids more
involved…having activities be
more fun will help.” Both candidates are interested in giving various projects, such as the global
warming group, more support
from the rest of the community.
As for the precedent that the
coming year’s co-presidents
might set, Demmitt envisions
that if another pair of candidates decided to run for a joint
office in the future, they would
once again have to propose
the idea to the student body.
Macks believes a constitution-

al amendment would be the
best way to address the issue.

The Cabinet
The remainder of next year’s
officers were elected with much
less controversy. Mike Leffer
’10 was elected Vice President
and will be the Student Council’s only representative of the
sophomore class. One of Leffer’s main goals is to improve
the quality of school dances. “I
want to plan out dances now,”
Leffer said. According to Leffer,
starting the year off with a mixer would be a great way to raise
students’ enthusiasm for dances.
Rising senior Aaron Brant
won the race for Treasurer. In
his speech, Brant assured the
student body that if elected,

he would be able to introduce
a number of new fundraising
ideas. As paper $100 bills were
distributed about the room, Brant
concluded his speech by quoting a popular song, telling the
room that if elected, “I’ll make
it rain on the Upper School.”
Secretary, Molly O’Keefe ’08
ran unopposed. Although technically she had already won the
election, O’Keefe still presented
her speech. O’Keefe plans to
type up all her notes from Student Council meetings so that
they will be accessible to everyone who wishes to know what
is happening in the government.
With Park’s first co-presidents leading the way, the
2007-2008 school year promises to be an exciting one.
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Editorial
Will two heads be better?
What is it good for? What does it do? Council members do organize dances;
but then again dances seem to have become rather unpopular. Members sit in
on faculty department meetings. Oh wait, do they actually even do that? The
Student Council president advises the Board of Trustees, which could seem important, but do they have any sway or do they just listen to what people with
authority have to say. Student Council does NOTHING that affects students. Any
high schooler smart enough to get into Park should be able to organize a dance, and
it seems as though we need our four, rather five, Student Council leaders to do that.
Many teachers criticize students for voting for their friends, or just because they have a funny speech. We don’t care who becomes Student Council
vice president because they don’t do anything that affects us. In fact, the
main initiative that could affect many upper schoolers next year is the return
of immersion week, which was not even organized by the Student Council.
As if Student Council was not already enough of a joke, this year we decided
to have two presidents. We respect both of the candidates immensely, but we cannot respect them running together as co-presidents. Isn’t that what vice president
is for? We would love to see people start running on a ticket as president and vice
president, but we cannot respect the fact that two people want to run as co-presidents,
something which is both unconstitutional and unheard of. We were also enraged
when they made their co-presentation with no advance warning. This prevented
anyone who disagreed with their idea to present an opposing position. We are also
convinced that eighth graders voted for two presidents because they only heard
one side of the story. It can be intimidating when someone three years older than
you tells you to do something and the other side of the argument is not presented.
Student Council has tried many different tactics to make itself more important over the years: gender week, field days, and Operation 66. Although
field days have been sustained and have brought us a pleasant two hours every year, all other attempts at revolutionizing Student Council have failed.
We are not sure what kind of project our Student Council will come up with over
the summer, and we really have sincere hope that it turns out well and gets students
involved. We have just become pessimistic about Student Council after all of its failures, and cannot realistically see this happening. We send out a challenge to the Student
Council leaders to prove us wrong and show our Upper School that they do make a
difference, and that a two-president system can work. We’ll believe it when we see it.
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Goals for next year
by Daniel Demmitt ’08
and Madeleine Macks ‘08

Dear fellow students,
We’re really excited for the opportunities that the upcoming year presents for
the student council. There has been a lot
of discussion about the role of the student
council and the student senate in the Park
community these past few weeks, and
the question has arisen whether or not
the government exists solely to supply
the student body with dances, fundraisers, and field days. While we both feel
like these issues are an important part of
government responsibility, they should by
no means be the only issues addressed.
Part of our goal for the upcoming
year is to find ways to better enrich the
lives of the student body. We need to
know what Park students feel strongly
about, and then find ways to incorporate
these issues into the daily routine of
high school life. The student council is
planning on polling the students to see
what causes and issues people are interested in learning more about and getting
involved with. Once we have an idea
of your interests, we are going to work
towards a way to make those causes accessible to all Park students, and maybe
even students from other schools as well.
Our community is made of a variety of
talented people with different interests and
backgrounds. We are going to capitalize
on this to find a cause that we as a student
body can immerse ourselves in. Whether
it is the environment, the political situation of certain African countries, or the

plight of inner city schools, the cause
should be something that the Park School
Community can really take an interest in.
In order to ensure that we will have
time to talk about these bigger issues in
Senate meeting, and that our time is not
monopolized by dances, field days, and
fundraising, two committees are going to
be formed. The first will be the committee
of student events, and the second will be
the committee of fundraising. These committees will meet outside of senate time
to work on their different responsibilities
and will report back to the senate. This
will ensure that we, as a government,
can provide these fun activities for the
student body without having to spend the
better part of our time discussing them.
Part of the benefit of having two presidents is that we are going to be capable
of taking on bigger ideas. We really think
that the co-presidency is an opportunity to
create positive change and enrich the Park
community. As always, we are open to
suggestions and comments from you, the
student body. Bring us your ideas. Feel
free to stick notes in our mailbox, find
us in the hall, or call us at anytime. We
also are planning to schedule Park “town
meetings” where any member of the
community can come present ideas and
discuss concerns. This year has the potential to be really wonderful, and we want
you to be a part of making that happen.
See you in the hallways and
looking forward to a great year,
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Westheimer winners all set
by Matt Young ‘10
With less than a month remaining in the school year, the
two juniors chosen as Park’s
first Westheimer prizewinners
are eagerly anticipating their
upcoming summer vacations.
As the inaugural recipients
of Park’s Westheimer Prize,
Claire Ellwanger and Shomari
Rose will travel overseas this
summer to further advance academic interests kindled by
their studies at Park. Since
their names were picked from
an empty pretzel jar in January, the two have been hard at
work planning and preparing for
this summer’s upcoming trips.
Ellwanger ‘08 will depart
July 2 for a month long stay

in Mozambique, the southeast
African nation, where she will
be taking part in the Dolphin
Conservation Project, an environmental studies program
set up by Projects Abroad.
The project is the self-described “leading organizer of
volunteer placements across five
continents,.” It offers a diverse
range of teaching, care, conservation, medical, journalism and
work experience projects, and
the opportunity to become part
of one of their local communities overseas. With the Dolphin
Conservation Project, Ellwanger
will have the ability to complete
scuba certification and work with
a wide array of aquatic wildlife,
including the bottle-nosed dolphin, the loggerhead turtle, and
even the hump-backed whale.
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C. Ellwanger ‘08 and S. Rose ‘08 are Park’s two Westheimer
Prize winners. Each recieved a grant to travel and study abroad
this summer.

In addition, she will be working to prevent reef degradation
off the coast of Mozambique.
T h e o t h e r p r i z e w i n n e r,
Rose will put his $5,000 into a
homestay and travel program
in southern Spain. The trip
is run by The Experiment in
International Living, which,
through its dozens of programs
in 27 countries all over the
world, intendeds to give students
the chance to fully immerse
themselves in a foreign culture.
Rose, whose trip will run
from June 26 to July 18, will
spend the majority of his threeweek stay in Spain with a host
family, taking in the language
and culture from the point of
view of a true Spaniard. For
the last week of his trip, he
will have the opportunity to
travel around southern Spain to
give him a better understanding of the various aspects of
Spanish life, both in the past
through learning about its history, and in the present through
experiencing daily life in several
different regions of the country.
Sponsored by Park alumna
Patricia Westheimer ‘61, the need
and merit-based prize, which is
open to sophomores and juniors,
provides two $5,000 grants to
travel abroad over summer vacation in an effort to foster a more
well-rounded education. “It’s
a great opportunity,” says Ellwanger of the program. “I think
everybody should sign up for it.”

Park students of all ages get ready for the seventh Habitat
run April 28.

Run raises $6,125
by Sam Cornblath ‘10
April 28, 2007 was a perfect
day for the seventh annual Park
Habitat for Humanity Run. The
event included something for
every one of all ages. There
was a 5K run,as well as a fun
run, refreshments and souvenirs commemorating the day.
This year’s event was organized and run by faculty
adviser Julie Rogers and leaders
Meghan McMahon ’07, Allie
Stein ’07, Max Struever ’07,
Oliver Weinberg ’07, Claire
Ellwanger ’08, Tamara Perreault
’08, Eva Zenilman ’09, Forrest
Carroll ’10, Jonathan Hettleman ’10 and Daniel McGill ’10.
According to freshman leader
Carroll, “The event takes a lot
of preparation but is well worth
the time and effort.” The varied
activities help bring the community together and achieve
the goal of raising awareness of

Habitat, while providing a festive and fun event for everyone.
It was clear that the extensive PR
campaign was a key element in
the success of this year’s race.
“This year’s event exceeded
all expectations,” stated Rogers. The run drew a huge crowd
of participants all of whom
were thrilled to be there and
solicited a large number of sponsors. Rogers explained, “The
level of sponsorship made the
difference between this and pervious year’s grand total.” Note
worthy was Bart Cook’s effort
to garner support and sponsorships from the Park faculty.
Ideas for next year’s race are
already being generated. These
include a bigger PR campaign
to attract a broader group of
people, and making the run
more fun. Be sure not to miss
next year’s eighth annual Park
Habitat for Humanities Run
scheduled for April, 2008.

Modern language offering looks East
by Mariama Eversley ‘10
In the past, Park has
offered students a choice between Spanish or French for
foreign language instruction.
But in the upcoming year Chinese will now be an option.
Interest for starting a Chinese program had been floating
around the school in prior years.
Eric Gottlieb ‘06 took interest in
Chinese, and began learning the
language at Emory University
last fall. His reasoning for taking Chinese was simple: “The
goal of a foreign program—and
a noble one at that—is to prepare
students to live in a world where
no two people are the same.
It is a necessity by the nature
of international affairs that we
be able to speak the languages
of our counterparts around the
globe.” Gottlieb continued to
explain that it is important for
us to understand Chinese because so many people speak it.
The head of the Modern Language department, Christine
Broening, has felt that another
language was needed at Park for

quite some time. Broening preferred a non-western language
since, she maintains, that crosscultural communication is the
door to understanding diverse
societies around the world.
She also realized, as China is
the second largest economy in
the world, understanding this
language will affect our generation’s future in many ways.
From this, the idea for a Chinese program was born, though
Broening “didn’t think it was
possible” to start one in the following year. Gottlieb was one of
the several students who inspired
Broening to pursue the class.
The quest for finding a teacher for Park’s Chinese program
was pure serendipity. Everett Rosenfeld ‘09 approached
Broening and told her he had
been studying Chinese outside
of school for two years. He
described his tutor, Xiaomu
Hu, as a wonderful teacher.
She contacted Hu to get
tips on teaching Chinese,
and when they met, Broening was thoroughly impressed
with her English, and how she
understood the way Ameri-

can schools worked. Hu’s
passion for teaching Mandarin also intrigued Broening.
Broening was so awed the
she brought Hu to Park, where
she taught a sample class as an
experiment. Students enjoyed
the sample class, calling it “a
great success.” Hu taught an
introduction to sound proverbs,
and Chinese culture. After this
experience, Broening decided
to push for a Chinese program
at Park. Administrators agreed
to start developing the program
and figuring out the financial
aspect. Head of School, David
Jackson approved the program,
along with the Board of Trustees.
The schedule for Park’s Chinese program is already in place.
Next year Hu will teach a beginning class. The following year, a
secondary class will be offered in
addition to the beginning class.
Excitement is building as
students get closer to their opportunity to learn Chinese,
though compromises now must
be made to fit Chinese into
busy schedules. Many are dropping their art classes in order to
take Chinese. “Most people are

dropping art since it is the easiest to make up,” said Danielle
Haswell ‘10. Instead, Haswell
plans to take Figure Drawing
after school next year to earn her

art credits. Regardless, students
are still excited as they will be
able to learn the language of the
country that is quickly becoming known as a superpower.
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Xiaomu Hu impressed students and faculty when she taught
a sample Chinese language class this semester. She will join
the faculty for the 2007-08 school year.

page

4

The Postscript | June 5, 2007

Commentary
Banning reality in Harford County
School system takes The Chocolate War out of curriculum
by Becka Althauser ‘09
What are local School Boards spending their time on these days? Student
achievement? Improving curriculum?
No, schools all over Harford County
are spending their time as censors. Following in the footsteps of libraries and
classrooms, they have been banning
the book, The Chocolate War, a high
school story which has been controversial since its publication in 1974. Now,
school superintendent Jacqueline C.
Haas, has supported its removal from
the Harford County school curriculum
after pressure from concerned parents.
Was this ban on The Chocolate War

legitimate? The answer is no. Harford
County parents and teachers have decided that the crude language, violence
and innuendos of masturbation are
inappropriate for students. Have they
been watching any television lately?
The Chocolate War, by Robert Cormier, is the story of a high school boy
named Jerry Renault who is tormented
and bullied by his peers when he decides to rise up against The Vigils, a
secret society that runs his school. His
refusal to be part of a tradition of initiation rituals that often caused mental
duress to teachers and schoolmates
puts him in the hospital after a vicious
beating by an overly aggressive bully.
Like many other books, The Chocolate
War is a depiction
of what happens
when people run
free without societal constraints or
a moral imperative. This lesson
is universal, and
it is an accurate
representation of
real life situations
that young adults
face every day.
Overly concerned
parents worrying
about scenes of
bullying, masturbation and foul
language are fight-

ing an uphill battle. Quite
frankly, these themes are nothing new to middle and upper
school students, and the truths
within The Chocolate War are
what give the book its power.
Instead of reading The Chocolate War within a controlled
environment where issues can
be discussed and evaluated,
these people have decided to
deal with these important issues
by ignoring them. Members of
the school board and the superintendent were faced with a
decision to allow a frank discussion of a book that is a realistic
rendering of the cruelty of people, or let
the issue go untouched and perhaps allow
students to read and interpret the material
without guidance. It is with this decision to ban The Chocolate War that they
have failed. As the book teaches, young
adults must understand that there is a
cruelty inside all of us, and only with the
acknowledgment of our capacity for evil
can we overcome this terrible tendency.
The Chocolate War has certainly
not been the first banned or challenged
book lately. It turns out that my childhood, and that of many others, have been
filled with books deemed inappropriate by overzealous people. Indeed, out
of the 100 most frequently challenged
books from 1990-2000, I have read and
thoroughly enjoyed 34 of them. In fact,
I read 17 of these books right here, in

some class or another, at Park School.
I’ll bet that anyone in the Park School
community has read at least one book
whose merits have been challenged.
Have you read Harry Potter? In 16
states people have attempted to ban this
much beloved book for the promotion
of witchcraft. It truly has become a sad
day when our society cannot distinguish
between the harmless world of fantasy
and the realities of the world we live
in. Other books like Catcher in the
Rye clearly capture adolescent angst.
Should we turn our backs on the
realities of the world we live in? Reading books like The Chocolate War and
others that explore the dark side of our
society allow us to explore, perhaps develop a better understanding of ourselves,
and then prevent cruelty around us.

The tragedy of Vonnegut’s passing
by Ken Greller ‘10
Tragedy struck on April
11, as tragedy always does in
an event like death, with the
passing of author Kurt Vonnegut. Vonnegut died at the
age of 84 after complications
and brain injuries following
a fall in his Manhattan home.
Vonnegut was born in Indianapolis, Illinois and attended
Shortridge High School, where
he wrote for the country’s first
high school Newspaper, The
Daily Echo. In 1941 he began
attending Cornell University,
where he majored, non-surprisingly, in biochemistry (as his
novels would later be defined
as “science-fiction”) and wrote
for The Cornell Daily Sun. He
would later enroll in Carnegie
Melon shortly before enlisting in the Army during World
War II, where he would witness the infamous fire-bombing
of Dresden, an event which
would have a large presence
in many of his books, most
notably Slaughterhouse-Five.

He wrote most famously
about perhaps the heaviest topics, making him a writer not only
of extreme literary value, but
highly important socially. In one
of his most famous books, Cat’s
Cradle, Vonnegut toys with the
merits of science and religion,
the effects positive and negative
that the two of them have on
humanity. He tells the story of
“Ice-Nine”, a hypothetical chemical with the power to freeze all
of the world’s water supply,
making the planet perish. The
aforementioned SlaughterhouseFive is billed as an “anti-war”
book, however, within the first
chapter Vonnegut compares an
anti-war book to an anti-glacier
book, saying that both wars and
glaciers are inevitable; no writer,
artist, or layperson can stop
them. Breakfast of Champions
examines human nature in a
capitalist society, and God Bless
You, Mr. Rosewater, ponders the
merits of humanism. These are
all diverse topics that come in
to form a similar questionnaire:
why is it that we’re here, doing as we do, and what can be
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Kurt Vonnegut’s famous line from Slaughterhouse Five is part of the Library’s arcade of
quotations. The author died April 11.

done to stop it? As he stated his
disdain recently, “We’re terrible
animals. I think that the Earth’s
immune system is trying to get
rid of us, as well it should.”
Luckily, or perhaps most
unfortunately, Vonnegut did not
live to see the end of the world as
he knew it, though it was a topic
on which he often prophesized.
Kurt Vonnegut, a “despondent leftist,”(according to Fox
News) died an old man, and he
had not published a novel since
Timequake in 1997. His last

published work was Man Without A Country, a collection of
essays written for In These Times
Magazine. He had sworn on
many occasions within the past
10 years, in fact, that he would
never put out another book, as if
he knew that his life would end.
One project was, reportedly, left
unfinished--a novel to be titled
If God Were Alive Today. When
asked about why he stalled finishing the book, Vonnegut said,
“I’ve given I’ve given up on it ...
It won’t happen. ... I’ve written

books. Lots of them. Please, I’ve
done everything I’m supposed
to do. Can I go home now?”
This, however, is not the
tragedy of Kurt Vonnegut’s passing. What leaves a fan, one who
looked up to a man of his stature
bewildered, is the sheer fact that
an exemplary product of the
human race, a living breathing
entity that can wholly be praised
for his life, times, and art, is now
longer with us, and must flitter
away to his (much deserved)
place in the sun. And so it goes.
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Why can’t juniors park down?
by Brett Kaup ‘08
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On Thursday, May 30 at 8:30 a.m., a day without seniors, the
lower parking lot is filled with empty spots.

It’s been a common action
for years now. When the seniors
leave for senior projects, juniors
begin to park in the lower lot.
Even though this is frowned
upon by faculty, it has not been
seriously addressed in years past.
But this year is different; the
school has come down hard on
this harmless action as many
juniors have gotten in trouble for
parking in the often quite empty
lower lot. In the morning, on the

long trek down from the upper
lot, I always walk by the very
empty lower lot and just think to
myself, “Why do I have to make
this annoying walk everyday
carrying my heavy backpack and
bag of sports equipment when
there is clearly plenty of room for
juniors to park in the lower lot?”
Some ideas I have to fix the
issue are: we split the junior
class up by last names and on
half the days last names A-M
get to park in the lower lot, and
on the other days last names

N-Z get to park in the lower lot.
Another idea is that the juniors
be given one row of parking
spots in the lower lot once the
seniors leave, and by one row
I mean both sides of one row,
so that’s 30-40 spots right there
which is either enough or almost
enough spots for all the juniors.
The lower lot has plenty of
space once the seniors leave
and I hope that future junior
classes are allowed to park down
there as many junior classes
have done it in years past.

Political correctness signals the end of free speech
By Everett Rosenfeld ‘09
There has been much talk about
Shock-Jock Don Imus in the media
lately. On the surface, the story of his
most recent scandal seems like a familiar
one: Guy does something inappropriate,
then subsequently gets canned. Imus
called the Rutgers female basketball team
“nappy-headed hos”, and was removed
from CBS and MSNBC programming.
Yet everything is not as simple as that.
After Imus uttered that infamous
remark, many public figures called for
him to lose his job. On his radio show,
Reverend Al Sharpton described the comment as “racist”, “sexist”, and generally
“abominable”. Bruce Gordon, former
head of the NAACP and a CBS board
member, said that Imus should be fired
because he, “crossed the line, a very
bright line that divides our country.”
Imus has been crossing that line (and
many others) for the 35 years he has
been on the radio. In 1998 he stated that

he hired his co-host Bernard McGuirk
to perform “nigger-jokes.” Imus wasn’t
fired after that. He regularly used the term
“raghead” in reference to Arabs, yet few
called for his firing. “Faggot” and “lesbo”
were used so frequently on his show that
they now probably hold little meaning
for his listeners. He called the publishers
Simon & Schuster “thieving little Jews,”
and then admitted to being “redundant”.
With this kind of history, “nappy-headed hos” seems like a routine statement
for Don Imus, yet there was such a
media frenzy about this comment. So
why is that? There are many possible
answers to this question: maybe the
public loved the Rutgers team so much;
maybe people were getting tired of Imus’s
bigotry. The most probable answer is
that the notion of free speech is dying.
This theory is supported by the recent
firings of two New York radio jocks Dan
“Elvis” Lay and Jeff “JV” Vandergrift.
They were fired for prank-calling a Chinese restaurant and making fun of the man

who answered. They said such things as,
“Chinese man, tell me about your tiny egg
roll... your tiny egg roll in your pants.”
Lay, Vandergrift, and Imus are
Shock-Jocks. They are paid to be inappropriate. Imus’s contract actually calls
for “controversial” programming. Imus
is probably not as bigoted as his radiopersona makes him sound (if he was, he
would be in some sort of hate group).
Yet these men are now being fired and
publicly ridiculed for doing their jobs.
This practice points to a growing
problem in our country. Our freedom of
speech (along with many other freedoms)
is being restricted by an overly-sensitive
politically-correct minority. Probably all
of us have joked at someone else’s expense, and that is all that the Shock-Jocks
have been doing. So what is the big deal?
Advocacy groups, such as the ChineseAmerican one which called for Lay and
Vandergrift’s firing, can’t take a joke.
They assume that the stupidest, most immature comments (who cares about the

Rutgers girls’ hair, or the restaurant worker’s “small egg roll”) will breed hatred.
Once these groups start making a fuss,
as they inevitably do, public figures such
as Jesse Jackson, Sharpton, and Anne
Coulter feel a need to throw in their two
cents so as to seem “moral” (as they all
did about Imus). On a side note, neither
Jackson nor Coulter have a right to talk:
he referred to Jews as “Hymies” in 1984,
and she called the 9/11 widows “harpies”.
It was unjust that Imus was fired
for doing his job, just because several
public figures decided to jump on the
moral bandwagon. He evidently believes
so as well; he is currently suing CBS
for breaching his contract, citing the
“controversial programming” clause.
No one knows how this lawsuit will
be decided, but each of us can do our
own part to protect free speech. Don’t
let pundits decide what is acceptable:
if you think that personalities like Imus
should be allowed to be politicallyincorrect, cast your vote by tuning in.

School Spirit Strong but Rare
by Ben Levin ‘08, Ben Goldstein ‘08,
and Tony DeMarco ‘08
The Calvert Hall football stadium, normally a sanctuary of scarlet and gold, was
turned into a sea of black and white Friday, May 18 for the MIAA B Conference
Varsity Lacrosse championship between
our very own Bruins and the Archbishop
Curley Friars. It wasn’t a sea of black
and white because the two team’s primary colors are, in fact, black and white,
but it was because of the genuine school
spirit the Park cheering section showed.
The Curley side of the bleachers featured people sporadically seated in small
groups, and people wearing all sorts
of colors. Meanwhile, the Park section

covered sections of the stadium, without
a single seat between people. Everyone
was together, and the Park section seemed
to be one giant unit. Boys painted their
chests to spell two sets of words, a large
group of senior girls wore the team’s home
jerseys, and countless others painted their
faces, wore Park paraphernalia, or just
contributed to the Black and White army.
This would’ve been great if it was current students, some faculty, and parents
of those playing. But it was more than
that: dozens of alums, middle school
faculty members, families of faculty
members, and parents of kids who aren’t
even on the team. The whole community
came out in brilliant numbers and school

spirit was at an all time high. There
was even a post on someone’s Facebook where a random kid said, “Hey, I
was at the game on Friday night. Your
school’s sure got a lot of school spirit.”
This type of school spirit is great, but
we need to show support for more than
just boy’s lacrosse. No one ever goes to
Varsity Boys or Girls Tennis matches,
which is not the case at most other private schools. At the last home varsity
soccer game, the Key School had more
fans than we did and their school is more
than 45 minutes away. When Varsity
Baseball had a playoff game no more
than 15 minutes from Park, there were
more alums there than current students.

The “Black and White Army” comes out in full force for Lacrosse Championship which was held at Calvert Hall May 18

Whether you’re a sports fan or not,
you should want to go see your friends
represent your school, regardless if
it’s with a lacrosse stick, baseball bat
or tennis racquet. This goes for the
teachers as well. At a school where
the “process” and “effort” is more
important than the final result, why do
we only come out and support those
who make it to the championship? Is
the effort of Boys Tennis and Girls
Track not as important as that of the
Boy’s Lacrosse team? For those on
the field during last month’s championship game, the atmosphere and energy
was incredible, it’s just a shame that so
few kids will ever get to experience it.

photo by Edward Brown
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Fond Far
David Jackson
Having overseen an increase
in diversity, several major
building projects, and a shift in
the school’s image, Jackson has
moved the school forward in
significant ways.
by Coby Lerner ‘09
“And so the moral of this
story is that little friends may
prove to be good friends,” Head
of School David Jackson says
to the Lower School during
assembly one day as he concludes his story about the lion
who underestimates his small
friend the mouse. In Jackson’s 12 years at Park he has
let basic morals guide his decisions, and they have helped
successfully run the school.
During his tenure, Park has
flourished, consistantly attracting
the cream of the crop from pools
of students and faculty; and the
image of the school in the community has changed for the better.
When asked what Jackson
considers to be his greatest
success and his proudest accomplishment, he has a number
of things to talk about. First,
he has “helped to deepen the
implementation of the philosophy and has used the philosophy
as a guide for an array of decision making.” Second, he has
helped to build a faculty and a
community where the faculty
can teach as they like and can be
appreciated for doing so. Third,

Jackson prides himself in his
creation of a unique disciplinary
policy which addresses issues
case by case and tries not to
make assumptions. He is proud
that in a time of crisis, instead of
making quick judgments, he was
able to slow down and create a
policy, which would have longterm benefits for everybody.

A More Diverse School
Jackson is also proud of
Park’s diversity initiatives. He
believes that a diverse community is vital because, “Park
School will be the best it can be
when people of all communities
wish to come here.” He also
feels that when we can learn
from each other and can see
different opinions of the same
situation because of our different
backgrounds, we will be able to
function not just as a school, but
also as a community. Jackson
has been very successful in helping to create a diverse faculty, as
well as a diverse student body.
Jackson believes his greatest shortcoming is leaving the
school without increasing the
endowment to $50,000,000. Currently the school’s endowment is

photo by T. Lansburgh

At the end of June Dr. Jackson will turn the school over to Interum Head Michael Eanes

$22,000,000 and he had hoped
he could have reached his goal.
Although Jackson felt that
he did fall short of some of his
wishes he has enjoyed the challenges. He notes the hardest
part of his job is dealing with
student misbehavior: “Misbehavior is not caused by people
being intentionally bad, but by
good people making mistakes.”
This is why it is difficult to deal
with these situations. His beliefs
about misbehavior contribute
to a disciplinary policy which
focuses on learning rather than
punishment. Expelling students
or terminating faculty were
the hardest decisions Jackson
had to make as head of school.

Better Community Image
Despite the challenges, which
Jackson has faced during his
career at Park, he feels as though
he has been successful in helping
to improve the school’s image.
Jackson feels that now people
view Park as a serious learning

environment. Jackson believes
that our image has shifted for
two reasons. First, the school
has addressed its weaknesses
in a serious and honest way.
Rather than ignoring problems,
the school has tackled them.
Secondly, the school has
stopped its false modesty. In
the past, the school has not publicized clearly the results that it
has produced. Park has begun
to publicize its achievements by
being “explicit and specific” and
therefore has become positively
recognized in the community.
In reference to Jackson’s new
job at San Francisco Day School,
he says that while he will miss
having high school students, he
will also be relieved, noting that
although there are great benefits
to working with older students
there are also a lot of challenges.
One of the reasons the move
was right for Jackson at this
point in his career was that
his job at Park was focused
on external tasks. So much of

what he did was fundraising
and marketing which left little
time to interact with students as
much as he would have liked.
“Being a headmaster is about
finding a balance between external and internal affairs at a
school. At Park, my job had become too external and I missed
the internal parts,” said Jackson.

The Best School
Jackson would like to be
remembered as a headmaster
who, “let every decision made
be guided by what was best
for the students.” Once he
leaves, he has confidence that
the school will continue to prosper because it is a great school
with great people and a powerful philosophy; it will attract
the best students and faculty.
Jackson believes that Park
is the best school in Baltimore,
“because we teach kids to
think. We see knowledge not as
something set, but as dynamic,
interactive, and constructive.”

“A sense of humor is an important asset.”*
*Qualification listed last under the “Personal Style” section of the Recruitment document for our next head of school
by Susan G. Weintraub,
Library Director
“Important” is a gross understatement. Essential works
better. There’s a good reason
why we want to recruit a head
of school with this particular
qualification. We’re saying
good-bye to someone who has a
sense of humor, and more importantly, who knows how to use it.
David Jackson handles the
tough problems of children and
parents, raises money, provides
leadership, and hires, fires, counsels and mentors faculty and
administrators. He possesses

the requisite amount of self-assurance and decisiveness, and
is also someone who makes us
laugh, frequently by poking fun
at himself. He has a great sense
of humor, one which includes a
good dose of self-deprecation;
and it has made a significant difference in how we communicate.
David leads the LS Halloween
parade dressed as a lion. He has
even posed for this newspaper’s
annual joke issue knowing we’re
going to make fun of him. He
tells stories to kids and grown
ups in which he’s the fool. He
tells bad jokes and good jokes,

and is just as happy to hear them.
This doesn’t mean we appreciate him only for his comedic
timing; it means that he’s good
natured and approachable and
open—genuinely open and empathetic. He has an authentic
appreciation for the joy, irreverence and silliness of kids and
grown-ups. David’s sense of
humor shows his humanity and
his great big heart. It’s painful
to see these qualities head west.
At Park, we don’t just tolerate the ebullient kindergartner,
puckish Middle Schooler, and
sarcastic—even sardonic—Up-

per Schooler. We encourage their
humor because we like them
and like to laugh with them.
Fostering humor comes
straight from the top, and it
means something significant
about the person who allows
it (or frequently causes it) during Board, administrative, and
faculty meetings, assemblies,
hallway encounters with kids,
and visits to the library office.
For David’s particular brand
of humor, it means: “I’m human;
I’ve made mistakes; I take risks,
and you can, too.” And people
have taken risks with this head

of school, daring to ask for more
diversity, better facilities, more
equitable and higher salaries for
faculty and staff, and numerous
changes large and small, which
have preserved the humanity and
humaneness of The Park School.
We need someone who can
laugh at himself and invite all
of us to the table; it’s crucial
that we find someone who lives
the meaning of “a sense of
humor” the way David does.
Good-bye David. We’ll
miss the mischief, and all
the good that came of it.
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rewells
Barb Purkey
“...I believe things started off a little shaky
for me on the varsity team, as they would have
for any under-classman trying to integrate into
an upper-classmen environment. Eventually,
with encouragement and support from Barb,
I grew into the Aimster, my hockey persona.
“...Playing field hockey for Barb was one of
the most rewarding experiences of my 14 years
at Park School. When you play for Barb, you become part of the Barb Purkey clan, and I am proud
to say that I am, and always will be a part of it.”
Amy Weintraub,
Class of 2004
by Val Green ‘08
and Eve Rorison ‘08

B

arb. She’s unmistakable
with her spiky silver hair
and her dog Nicky, trotting along at her Ugg-boot-bearing
heels. She’s idiosyncratic, cleaning
the team’s water bucket weekly with
extra disinfectant. Her office is a time
machine, depicting decades of passed
students and hockey players through

a collage of carefully placed pictures.
Field hockey won’t be the same
next year without her. We’ll miss her
traditions. The colored notes she posted on the bulletin board filled with
long quotes, written in her distinct
font (is it Mistral?) in all capital letters
won’t be waiting for us on games days.
We won’t walk out to the field on
the first day of the playoff tournament
in our Barb-crafted t-shirts. Sometimes
we didn’t quite understand the quotes,
and at first we may not have realized
the symbolism in the scattered paw

Lou Rosenblatt

photo by A. Patel ‘08

Barb Purkey, Director of Women’s Athletics, and Middle School P.E. teacher,
is retiring after 33 years of teaching and coaching.

prints that came together in unison, but
we wore those shirts with all our pride.
Respect and sportsmanship are qualities she required on her team. After losing
a game, she would remind us in the
huddle to “stay classy.” We were above
the other teams that became flustered
and angry after defeats. Barb instilled
a love of the sport in each member of
the team, no matter her level of ability.
She taught us that hockey was about
playing hockey well, and not about winning or losing. Everyone had an equal
opportunity to prove herself, because no

“Dr. Lou’s class is not a room, but a doorway built of curiosity
and integrity, and held open by the strength of his compassion. It
leaves you with the bewildering sensation that something mysterious, but important, has happened to you.”
Brad Rogers, Class of 1992
by Tony DeMarco ‘08

T

photo by A. Patel ‘08

Lou Rosenblatt leaves Park to work on science education for
inner city schools nationwide. He has been on the faculty
since 1979.

position was assumed of anyone before
they walked onto the field. Each practice was a tryout in itself. Barb noticed
hard work and rewarded such efforts;
each position was rightfully earned.
As Barb said on the back of her t-shirt
to the 2006 Hockey team, we will always
“free ourselves from limitations…proceed
with integrity, respect and passion…
through all of [our] seasons.” Barb’s
legacy and lessons have been carried with
all of her players as they ventured to life
beyond Park School. On Barb’s team, it
is more than a game. It’s life changing.

wenty-seven years
after becoming part of
Park’s faculty, Louis
Rosenblatt has decided to retire.
He will leave with the class of
’07 for which he is class adviser.
Dr. Lou has taught Geometry,
Physics, and countless electives
which at one point changed
every year for 12 years straight.
“Over my time at Park I have
learned that I hate the spring,”
said Dr. Lou. “I hate it for several reasons… We would have
to say goodbye to teachers that
are leaving, but more importantly it is the nature of the job
to let go and we would have to
let go of the senior class. The
institution works best if kids are
ready to go, and now I am ready
to go with the senior class.”
Settling back in the U.S. after
teaching in England, Dr. Lou
found out about the job opportunity at Park and became part
of the faculty in 1979. “When
I got to Park I would have said
that I knew about schooling.

I got here and there were faculty meetings with conversations
about kids. There were lots of
voices that were thoughtful,
and this led to the business of
realizing that it’s not hard to
occupy time, but to really engage; its hard to do that well”
While at Park, Dr. Lou tried
to connect with his students
and thinks that this is one of the
most important things a teacher
can do. “Lower School teachers
are whole beings; they write
reports, and reflect their judgment on a child. When Upper
School teachers start to deal
less with the child’s everyday
self in their reports, there is an
important price to pay. When
teachers deal with the whole
child, it makes room even in a
narrow classroom about economics or calculus. So that I
felt student’s sensibilities had
a place in the classroom. I have
at different times been involved
in debate, ecology, and frisbee;
and it is was part of my job to
connect with these students.”
Many students feel a deep and
strong connection with Dr. Lou

and will keep what he has taught
them for the rest of their lives.
“Certain people have the
power to affect you in such
profound ways that the change
is completely invisible in your
daily life,” said Brad Rogers,
Class of 1992, who co-owns a
family of companies focused on
environmentally sensitive redevelopment in Baltimore City. “It
is only when I look back at the
path I traveled that the truth becomes clear: had I not met him, I
would not have become myself.”
When asked about what kind
of mark or legacy he would
leave, Dr. Lou almost laughed.
“You don’t need to leave a
mark. The simple fact is that
they are not hiring someone to
replace me… What I would like
to think isn’t that now kids are
prepared and they are going to
go off and know and equation
or an interpretation of Plato’s
Critique of Poetry. What I want
is confidence on their part that
they can look and see things for
themselves. I was attached to
the notion that they would look
at where things came from.”
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Community pays tribute to Brooks Lakin
By Sara Lever ‘09
On Saturday April 14, 2007 alumni,
students, and teachers filled the L. Brooks
Lakin Performance Court to celebrate the
life of Brooks Lakin who died on March
8, 2007 from a malignant brain tumor.
The Park School held the memorial in
honor of the teacher, friend, colleague,
and loving family member who will

always be remembered for his devotion, hard work, and legendary status.
Former students of Mr. Lakin representing seven classes, as well as
fellow teachers and his family, spoke
of Lakin’s success as a teacher and a
person, and of the relationships they
had with him. Roger Seidenman ’85,
who was a student of Mr. Lakin’s and
had the pleasure of teaching with him
for several years, organized the ceremony entitled, “A Celebration of Life.”

Lakin taught history at Park from
1962 until 2002. In addition to his history courses, he coached basketball, and
in his first year, lead his team through an
undefeated season. Even after he had
retired, Lakin continued to contribute to
the School by teaching a few classes, and
coaching seventh grade basketball through
the 2005-2006 school year.
Lakin’s dedication to the school was
immeasurable both within the classroom,
and on the court. Students often remember

him as a challenging teacher, whose history class was only fit for those willing to
take on the endeavor. Lakin thought it his
responsibility and his duty to allow students to reach their potential, and therefore
stayed at the school, teaching, lecturing
and coaching for more than 40 years.
The Park School community mourns
the death of a great man and teacher
by celebrating and recognizing his
successful life. Brooks Lakin will always be a part of The Park School.

‘He helped me become
a better student...’
By Liana Brown ‘08
When first signing up for “Crucial Decade” I was a bit nervous, but not because
of the workload or the subject matter. I
was nervous because of the many stories
I had heard through previous students,
one of them being my mother. Most of
what I had heard about him came from
her. She’d told me that if I took the
class, there would be a lot of work, a lot
of notes, hard tests, and high standards.
This was all true and maybe a little more.
The first day of class I remember being very nervous because not only would
I be in the presence of Brooks Lakin,
but it was also my first time being in a
class with mostly seniors since I was
just a sophomore. From the moment Mr.
Lakin entered the room, he commanded
and received respect. He explained what
we were to be learning about in the
course, and what was expected of us.
For every class, Mr. Lakin would write
a subject or a topic on the board, and we

would take as many notes as possible.
One of the many highlights of the
class were the movies we’d watch. They
were special because he’d taped most of
them, when they aired in the 80’s and
90’s. He had so much knowledge that he
was prepared to share with us. He seemed
to truly enjoy coming to teach us every
class. He was also a very easy man to get
along with. I remember having several
conferences with him about papers and
presentations, and he was always able
to help me bring my best work forward.
I am truly honored to have been able
to have Mr. Lakin as a teacher. It sounds
corny, but he changed my life. He taught
me and reminded me of my love for
learning. He helped me become a better
student, and showed me that I could do
anything I put my mind to, encouraging
me along the way. Without Mr. Lakin,
I don’t know where I’d be. Through
him, I learned the lessons of hard work
and faith. I believe Mr. Lakin had faith
in me which allowed me, then and
now, to continue to strive for greatness.

“He touched so many people, and so many
lives, he taught many generations. He is a
part of the fabric of what is Park School.”
– Roger Seidenman, Class of 1985,
Co-Director of Development

Mr. Lakin: The very best of Park School
By Paul Levin, Class of 2001

There are a few Park School rites of
passage that stand out above all others.
Performing the Maypole. Delivering
an Eighth Grade speech. Taking AP
United States History with Mr. Lakin.
These events mark a student’s academic and personal development, from
completing lower school and the challenges of middle school to becoming a
full member of the academic community, capable of analyzing and debating

scholarly opinions with an open mind.
Mr. Lakin’s class represented the culmination of learning under the Park
School philosophy, testing the ability of students to synthesize material
and to build their own thesis based in
facts and the views of other scholars.
In my mind there are three attributes
that epitomize a great Park School teacher, all of which Mr. Lakin exemplified.
First, Mr. Lakin was an expert in connecting with students and fostering their
inner desire to learn. His in-depth knowledge and detail of historical events and
wide array of stories allowed him to paint
vivid pictures in the minds of his students.
He taught history as one great story rising up to the present and his gripping
note-less lectures captured my attention
in the midst of my hectic school life.
Second, Mr. Lakin challenged students
in a way that I have encountered in only a
few other professors during my academic
career. Mr. Lakin’s tests are legendary for
both their breadth of information covered
and the length of time required to complete them, and this challenge encouraged

me and my peers to study intensely and
learn all we could, not to regurgitate in
bluebooks but to have the information
necessary to compose our own thesis.
Third, Mr. Lakin respected his students, both in their capacity as thinkers
and in their dedication to the subject.
Such respect often took the form of
comradery and casual conversation
after class, including ad hoc discussions of anything of note in the news,
as well as Mr. Lakin’s participation in
the lively and irreverent student discussion group Sports and Society. While I
would never refer to Mr. Lakin by his
given first name, my interactions with
Mr. Lakin both inside and outside of
class demonstrated to me that he cared
about what I had to say. As a result, I
was more attuned to his views in class.
Mr. Lakin’s AP History class demonstrated the ideal combination of these
three attributes of teaching under the
Park School philosophy. The heavy
work load of his classes became palpable
because many students wanted to take on
the challenges set out by their teacher.

By engaging his students, both through
his vibrant stories and through personal
connections, Mr. Lakin motivated his
students to learn as best they could
and to throw themselves into American history. Additionally, by making
personal connections with his students,
Mr. Lakin inspired his classes to throw
themselves into the challenge of his tests.
Park School is fortunate to have many
great teachers who strive for and meet the
call of the Park philosophy. Such commitment to these goals is what makes Park
an amazing academic community and
prepares its students so well for life beyond Old Court Road. For me, Mr. Lakin
was a shining example of how a teacher
should connect with his students and
encourage life-long learning. For that,
Mr. Lakin will always be a hero to me.
Thus, while I vaguely remember circling the Maypole on Tompkins field and
facing the entire Middle School from the
podium of the auditorium, I most clearly
remember writing the last sentence of
my final Mr. Lakin test and shaking
his hand with a broad grin on my face.
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Reviews
2nd Virgin Festival
returns to Pimlico
by Kat Whitney ‘08

As summer rolls around once
again we all can look forward
to the second-annual Virgin
Festival held at Pimlico Race
Track. On August 4 and 5, over
120,000 people will pack the
infield and the grandstand to see
their favorite bands play in the
only US Virgin Fest tour stop.
Headlining this year are The
Police, who will play on the
4th, with The Smashing Pumpkins taking over on the 5 th .
Some other big-name bands for
this year include: The Beastie
Boys, Interpol, LCD Soundsystem, Infected Mushroom,
Peter Bjorn and John, Incubus,
Wu-Tang Clan, Velvet Revolver,
Regina Spektor, and Spoon.
While the current line-up is
definitely not as strong as last
year’s, there are still enough
good bands to make going worthwhile. That is, if you don’t mind
the roughly $100 increase in
ticket price from last year. Yes,
you get two days of good music
with that $175, but that’s not in-

cluding parking fees, food, gas if
you’re driving, or whatever else
you want to buy. If you really
have money burning a hole in
your pocket, feel free to dish out
$450 for a two-day VIP ticket.
As far as music festivals go,
Virgin Fest is relatively good.
This year, efforts have been made
to turn the festival eco-friendly,
such as using biodegradable
plates, cups, and cutlery, as well
as having organic food. Yeah,
organic, no wonder the festival
is so expensive. This year the
goal is to make Virgin Fest as
close as possible to a Zero Waste
Event, so don’t be alarmed if
someone from the Green Team
appears to help you recycle.
If you are anything like
me, you don’t have the funds
to travel to see Bonnaroo, Lollapalooza (which is being held
the same weekend as Virgin), or
Coachella, so having a festival
close to home is convenient.
If you can go, you should get
your tickets soon. It’s not everyday that one gets the chance to
see The Police live.
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E. Bratton portrays Lady India, with M. Zeimer as Patrice Bombelles, in a peformance of Jean
Anouilh’s Ring Around the Moon, this year’s freshman production.

Freshmen conquer Anouilh
By Eskender McCoy ‘10
Ring Around the Moon was
the ninth grade production
shown in the Black Box Theatre May 17-19. I attended the
Thursday performance, and I
thoroughly enjoyed myself.
Ring Around the Moon is a
play that centers around twins,
Hugo and Fredrick (played by
Jeremy Johnston and Jeffery
Little). Hugo tries to manipulate
Fredrick’s love life by attempting
to free Fredrick from a one-sided
engagement with the daughter of
a melancholy millionaire, Diana
(Maria Schwartz), by making
him fall in love with a hired
girl named Isabelle (Georgi
McCauley), during a night of

merrymaking at his Aunt Desmortes’s (Evie Sachs) mansion.
Hugo’s plans start to fall apart
as the night wears on. Diana
falls in love with Hugo, and
Hugo stumbles upon an affair
going on right under the nose
of an uninterested husband. All
the while Diana’s mother (Hannah Mitchell) breezes through
the party unaware that with the
slightest slip, she could blow the
lid off Hugo’s plan completely.
The play was uproariously
funny throughout. The commentary was packed with wit
and humor. The actors did an
outstanding job when it came
to bringing a role to life and
giving emotion to the play.
You could really believe that

to them, everything they said
was as real and true as the sun.
I also must hand it to the set
design class that built the stage
for the play. The stage, though
only one platform that never
changed, seemed new throughout the whole play. The light
crew also did a great job bringing
to life the time of day and setting
the mood for the performance.
Overall, Ring Around the
Moon was a great success. The
plot was strewn with schemes,
misunderstandings, action,
and bad behavior. In the end it
brought everything together and
just when you thought that everything had gone full circle, ended
it with charm and wit. I give Ring
Around the Moon two thumbs up.

Spiderman 3: Why didn’t they stop after number two?
By Tony Eccles ‘07
Two Hundred and Fifty-Eight
million dollars. That’s how much
Spider-Man 3 cost to make.
Yes, everyone mentions it when
they discuss Spider-Man 3. Yes,
you’re probably tired of hearing it. And yes, I am about to
complain about it some more.
I mean, given all the problems
our world has, that money could
be better spent elsewhere. You’d
think we wouldn’t go spending such an obscene amount
of money making one movie.
Now, you’re probably thinking, “That’s how much a good
movie costs to make.” Well,
you’d be wrong to assume that.
Just look back at all of the great
movies that were made on small
budgets, like Garden State and

what about a little movie called
The Blair Witch Project? That
was only the hottest movie out
in 1999. The point is, you can
make a good movie without
spending tons of money. People
do it all the time. Believe me.
Anyways, you’d think with
all that money they could afford to hire some good writers,
but the storyline was abysmal.
A perfect example of this is
that the black goo goes around
making people want to put on
eyeliner. You see, the movie’s
main conflict—namely, whether
Spider-Man will turn “emo” or
stay normal—pretty much hinges itself upon a strange life force
that infects, apparently by coincidence, Peter Parker. When it’s
inside you, you go to The Dark
Side. We never learn what this

black stuff is or where it came
from or why it picks Peter Parker
to be its host. Yeah, okay, so they
may eventually explain it all in
Spider-Man 4, but they might
not. And God only knows how
long it will take them to make a
new one of these. We’re all supposed to just bear with them until
then? It’s unrealistic and unfair.
The whole Dark Side of Peter
Parker thing didn’t really work,
either. When I first saw him in
his goth-emo get-up, I wasn’t
sure if I was supposed to laugh
or not. I sure wanted to, but
I was worried I might offend
some of the more serious Spider-Man fans in the audience. I
feel like the moviemakers were
as confused as I was when they
were making the movie, it was
like they originally intended

him to actually look menacing
but then realized Toby McGuire
would just look goofy, and then
threw in some jokes around so
it would all seem intentional.
Plus, Kirsten Dunst really
isn’t that hot. Is anyone else
with me on this one? No? Well,
I just feel like they could have
done better. I could stand her
in the first two movies, but I
think she looked particularly
bad in this one. I don’t know
how she keeps getting work.
So there were some cool special effects, big deal. Last time I
checked, you can’t make a good
movie on special effects alone.
Just look at what happened
with 300…Yeah, you heard me,
300 wasn’t very good either.
In conclusion, it wasn’t worth
staying up until four o’clock on

a school night to see Spider-Man
3 (I went to the Thursday night
opening at the Senator). I don’t
even know if it’s worth renting.
Basically, if you’re into movies with stupid plots, too many
special effects, and chicks that
aren’t hot, then I’d definitely
recommend this movie. For everyone else, I’d say stay away.

photo courtesy of sonypictures.com
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Hot-hitting Softball season ends in semi-finals
Led by Senior Madison Elliot, Bruins suffer disappointing loss after very successful season
by Sam Cornblath ‘10
The Girls Varsity Softball
season was cut short in the
semifinals when the team lost
a 6-1 heartbreaker to Towson
Catholic. TC went on to take the
conference championship.
The Bruins were up by a run
going into the fifth inning, but
the TC girls battled back, scoring
six runs in the final two innings
to seal the victory. Despite the
disappointing loss, Assistant
Coach Bruce Hamilton managed to put a positive spin on
the game and the season: “Highlights for this game included a
strong performance as always
by [Seniors] Madison Elliot and
catcher Julia Schwartz throwing
out an unprecedented three runners at second base.”
In spite of the team’s disappointing loss, no one can deny
the success of this year’s squad.
“The Lady Bruins were one
of three championship quality
teams in the league, along with
St. Paul’s and Towson Catholic.
And we clearly had the strongest
hitting,” said Hamilton.
Of the team’s many highlights
throughout the season, one game
in particular stands out: on April

photo courtesy Bruce Hamilton

Coaches Bruce Hamilton and Bob Sitton say good-bye to seniors J. Schwartz, M. Ahmad, M.
Elliott, C. Attman, and L. Bacharach.

13 the Bruins battled against St.
Paul’s, and demonstrated their
powerful bats, defeating the Gators by a score of 12-2.
The 12 runs put up against St.
Paul’s were indicative of one of
the team’s major strengths all
season: hitting. The Bruins’ bats
led the squad to a 10-2 regular

season record and the number
three seed heading into the playoffs. Of the team’s 12 regular
season games, the Bruins managed to score more than 10 runs
in all but one of them. Park’s
only two losses of the regular
season came against Beth Tfiloh
March 26, and league power-

They were also a very strong
defensive team throughout the
season, giving up an average of
only six goals a game.
When asked about the success
of the Bruins this year, CardinLowe was quick to point out
the midfield. “Equally exciting
[to our attack] was our midfield
led by Lizzie Gauvey Kern and
two freshmen, Adrienne Tarver
and Lucie Weinberg. Leah Gold
and Elizabeth Levitan are also
noteworthy, as they were unsung, doing much of the leg
work through the midfield under
the radar screen,” said CardinLowe.
During the regular season, the
Bruins had many close games,
especially against the top three
teams, Friends, Garrison Forrest,
and St. Timothy’s. Their only
three losses came against either
Friends or Garrison Forest. The
team lost their only regular season match up with Friends 10-8,
and both to Garrison Forest, 125 and 13-12, respectively. The
team ended its regular season
with a 10-3 record and the second seed in the playoffs. Their
high seed paired them with a

weaker Annapolis Area Christian
School team, which they easily
defeated in the quarter finals by
a score of 14-1.
The semifinal game against
the Friends School Quakers was
a different story. The Quakers
and Bruins went back and forth
on the scoreboard throughout the
game. Unfortunately, the Quakers were able to pull ahead by
a goal late in the fourth quarter
and sealed the 11-10 victory.
Despite the tough loss, the
girls stayed positive. “Nobody
thought we could achieve what
we did this year after losing so
many talented players last year,”
commented Junior defender Val
Green. “We’ve got a lot of young
players coming back, and coming so close to returning to the
championship makes us even
hungrier.”
The list of talented players
coming back to next year’s team
includes Juniors Oring, Green,
Gold, Gabby Lessans, and Eve
Rorison, and freshmen Tarver
and Weinberg. Although dreams
were dashed on the Friends’
field, the girls remain positive
about next year.

house Towson Catholic April
27.
Heading into their semi-final showdown against Towson
Catholic, the Bruins knew the
task at hand. In preparation for
the match up with the league’s
number one seed, Head Coach
Bob Sitton got creative. “He was

very committed to this team and
went to watch a Towson Catholic
game to scout out their pitcher,”
said Captain Schwartz.
After scouting out the pitching of TC, Sitton returned to
the team with a slightly altered
strategy. In order to increase
the number of base runners for
the Bruins, Sitton taught the
girls a new technique at the plate
called “slugging”. “Slugging”
entails squaring up the bat and
showing a bunt as the pitcher is
about to begin her wind up and
then pulling it back and swinging regularly. The goal is for the
pitcher to throw a soft pitch over
the plate, giving the batter a better chance of hitting the ball.
Unfortunately, it wasn’t
enough as Park fell 6-1 to Towson Catholic. Even with the
season-ending loss still fresh in
her mind, Schwartz ‘07 was positive when asked to sum up the
accomplishments of this year’s
team. “This year’s softball team
was the best team ever. Unlike
many other teams we competed
against, we were well rounded.
Our defense was strong, as well
as our offense.”
In addition to making it to the
conference semifinals, senior
captains Elliot and Schwartz
were both named 2007 IAAM C
Conference All Stars.

Girls Lax makes semis Golf returns to
Varsity line-up

by Jeremy Scharf ‘07

Despite the loss of eight
seniors from last year’s championship squad, the Bruins’ Girls
Varisty Lacrosse team had a very
successful season. Coach Robin
Cardin-Lowe could not have
asked for more: “These girls had
an amazing season, playing well
above their skill level, due to
hard work and determination,”
she said.
It was going take a huge effort
in order to defend the crown,
and the team came very close.
In the end, they were unable to
come up with a victory against
Friends School in the semifinals.
Friends went on the win the
championship.
The team, led by senior
captains Maggie Sachs, Liz
Gauvey-Kern, and Meghan McMahon, finished the season in
second place in their side of the
conference behind only conference finalist, Garrison Forest.
The offense was well balanced
but was led by Sachs (39 goals,
17 asists), Jessica Oring ’08
(37g, 34a), and five other players who scored in double digits.

by Alex Katz ‘10
The last time Park had a golf
team, they won the 2003 C
conference championship. After
four years without golf, renewed
interest in the sport has brought
a new team and an inaugural
season record of 4-8. The team
was anchored by captains J. Harrison Macks ’10 and Matt Zwaig
’08, the rest of the team included
sophomores Karl Nelson, Jordan
Schwartz, and Bradley Williams;
and freshmen Avery Gerald and
Josh Sachs. Mark Beran and
Mark Moudry coached the group
at their home course at Woodholme Country Club.
Golf matches in the MIAA are
structured differently than those
you see on the PGA Tour. In the
MIAA, each participant on a
team plays 12 holes in a match.
Along with another member of
his school, the twosome plays
with two members of the opposing team. After six holes, one
point is awarded for the winner
of the foursome. The process
repeats for the second six holes.
An extra point is awarded for the

overall winner of the foursome.
The team with golfers who score
better will end the day with the
most points at the end of the 12
holes and will therefore win the
match. There are 21 available
points per match
The highlights of the Bruin
season were a 17-4 win against
Beth Tfiloh, a 21-0 sweep over
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
and another 21-0 win against
St. Frances Academy. The team
was knocked out of the playoffs
in the first round after a 19.5-1.5
loss to Pallotti, who went on to
win the conference championship. The Bruins didn’t fare
much better in the individual
tournament, with every player
losing their first round match.
“I think we definitely established team chemistry over the
course of our first year that led
us to success. If we can carry
that chemistry and success into
next year, we will develop into
a program that will be great as
time goes by,” said Macks. “I
really see the Park Golf program
taking off and becoming one of
the teams to beat in the future.”
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Varsity Baseball team qualifies
for playoffs in rebuilding year
By Andy Marmer ‘08
This year’s baseball team
faced a unique challenge: build
on the success of last year’s
team, which made its first trip to
the MIAA B Conference finals
since 1997.
The Bruins were led by first
year coach Jon Vandernat. According to Vandernat, “The Park
Varsity Baseball team faced an
uphill battle even before the
season began. Not only did we
lose a key core of seniors, but
we were battling the weather
that forced us to practice inside
for the majority of our preseason. With the hard work and
determination that was put forth
by the coaching staff and players, we proved to the league and
to ourselves that we were contenders to make the playoffs.”
The team concluded the regular season with a 7-8 (7-7)
record, and did indeed qualify
for the playoffs, only to lose its
first two playoff games in the
double-elimination tournament.
In their first playoff game,
the seventh-seeded Bruins were
routed by the second-seeded
Saints of St. Mary’s. The Bruins
took an early 1-0 lead when
Tony Demarco ‘08 scored on a

K. Ottenheimer ‘09 swings at a pitch during the Bruins’ playoff defeat to Friends School.

double steal. Sam Althauser ’07
broke early from first, and forced
Saints’ starter Austin Poretz to
throw the ball into centerfield.
But the Saints’ bats were too
much for the Bruins to handle.
The Saints hit 4 homeruns, and
cruised to a 12-2 win.
The season ended with a heart
breaking 6-5 loss to archrival
Friends. The two teams had met
just six days earlier with a 4-1
Bruins win, behind a complete

game effort from Demarco.
Sadly, in the rematch, the result
was different.
Demarco returned to the
mound during the 6 th inning
with one out and the bases full
of Quakers. At this point, the
Bruins led 5-4. On the very first
pitch he threw, Demarco fielded
a comebacker and started an
inning-ending double play. The
Bruins went scoreless in the top
of the seventh, but still needed

three outs to hold onto the victory. Unfortunately, Friends
wouldn’t go away.
The Quakers led off the inning with a triple and promptly
tied the game with a suicide
squeeze. The Quakers loaded
the bases with one out, before
winning the game on a walk-off
single straight up the middle.
The Bruins were heartbroken.
One of the bright spots of the
day was the hitting of Ian Long

’07. Long went 4 for 4 with a
triple, and a 2-run single which
gave the team its 5-4 lead. Ben
Brewster ’10 made one of his
best starts of the season, pitching five and a third innings, and
giving up just four runs. When
congratulated on his spectacular hitting, Long responded “It
doesn’t matter.”
Overall, the Bruins are pleased
with their season. Long summed
it up: “I don’t think anyone
expected us to make the playoffs. The fact that we made the
playoffs, allows this season to be
viewed as a success.”
The Bruins will return six
starters next year and all of
their pitchers from this year’s
playoff team. “There are a lot of
players with excellent potential
coming back next year,” said
Althauser.”
Rex Gelb ’08 seconded Althauser’s sentiments: “We’ve
got a young team… we should
continue to improve every year.”
Demarco made the boldest prediction: “We will be very good
next year and will be back to the
level we had been at over the last
few years, which is on top of the
league.” Regardless of who you
ask, the future is bright for the
Park baseball program.

Ultimate Frisbee ends up
5th in state championship
By Quinten Rosborough ‘08
At nine o’clock on Saturday
May 19, while most members
of the student body were still
asleep, Park’s own Ultimate
Frisbee team was facing fierce
competition. Ultimate Frisbee
competed in the annual Maryland Ultimate Frisbee High
School State Championship
Saturday, ranking in the top five
for the first time in team history.
The event, which took place at
Banneker Recreational Center
in Catonsville, was an all day
activity, with teams attending
from across the state.
Park faced a number of competitive opponents, including
Bethesda Chevy Chase and
Montgomery Blair High Schools.
The matches were intense and
many of them easily surpassed
the 90 minute time restriction.
There were a number of injuries
including a devastating calf
pull to Paul Hobbs ‘08. Hobbs,
however, was able to recover
from the injury and lead the
team throughout the rest of the

tournament.
“We didn’t know how hard it
was going to be. We had never
played in a competition like this
before,” said Hobbs. When the
team arrived they started off
well, almost coming up with

a win in their first match. The
speed of Roger “The Assassin” Baladi ‘08, proved to be a
nightmare for opposing players.
During the day’s events, Baladi
recorded numerous important
defensive blocks, which gave
possession of the Frisbee back
to the Bruins. “Against the best
team, Roger really turned it on.
He blocked a lot of shots and
had incredible defense,” said

Hobbs.
The Bruins wowed opponents
with their abilities, and confused
them with plays like “Angry
Shark” and “Deadly Viper.”
Their unorthodox style of play
led them into their final match
against Urbana High School
from Frederick. It was a hardfought match, and Park was
unable to come out with a victory. The loss plummeted them
into fifth place, well short of
their championship aspirations.
Despite the losses of both
Anders Hulleburg ‘07 and Ben
Starr ‘07 next year, the Bruins
will return with Juniors Hobbs,
Baladi, Elinor Hickey ‘08, Andy
Marmer ‘08, Quinten Rosborough ‘08, Ian Swinnen ‘08, and
Ben Carver ’08. They also have
two phenomenal underclassmen in Ethan Goldberg ‘09 and
Max Sellman ‘10, who should
develop into great players next
season. With this roster, Park
intends to qualify for the Championship next year and bring
home the title for the first time
in school history.

cartoon by
Jamie Matz ‘08

Coming fall 2007
Congratulations to All-Conference Athletes
Boys Lacrosse
Joe Press ‘07
Max Struever ‘07
Jamie Matz ‘08

Girls Lacrosse
Maggie Sachs ‘07
Jessica Oring ‘08

Baseball
Rex Gelb ‘08

Softball
Julia Shwartz ‘07
Madison Elliot ‘07
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Bruins reach final; lose to undefeated Curley
Third quarter comeback falls short in team’s fourth championship game in as many years
by Aaron Brant ‘08
As the last seconds ticked
away, the packed stands of
painted faces and painted chests
looked glumly at the scoreboard
and began to file out of Calvert
Hall Stadium. The Boys Varsity
Lacrosse season had come to an
end, and with it so did the hopes
of a Park team winning a championship this year. While the 8-6
loss to Archbishop Curley on
Friday May 18 was disappointing, the Bruins still have a lot to
be proud of.
In what was dubbed a “rebuilding” year, many doubted
that the Bruins would be able to
come close to the success that
they have seen in past years.
After three straight years of
championship games, it seemed
as if the glory days of Park Lacrosse were coming to an end.
“Back in February I didn’t think
we’d be successful as we were,”
noted head coach Lucky Mallonee. “We needed to rebuild
the defense and replace the best
goalie I’ve ever coached.” Park,
however, was able to overcome
these challenges, and thanks to
great senior leadership and a
strong desire to win, the team
experienced success right from
the get-go.
Regular Season
The team started out the year
with three straight wins, including one against the team
that defeated Park in the championship game last year, St.
Vincent Pallotti. The Bruins
beat the Pallotti Panthers, 7-5.
Also noteworthy was the Bruins’
season-opener against C Conference powerhouse, and eventual
champion, Chapelgate. In the
game against Chapelgate, the
Bruins demonstrated the hustle
they would maintain all season,
as they took down the Yellow
Jackets 13-5. In the game, Colin

Senior Captain O. Weinberg dodges to the goal during the Bruins’ 8-6 championship game loss to
Archbiship Curley. Weinberg was the team’s leading scorer with 31 goals and 18 assists.

Smith ’08 scored five times,
while fellow Junior Jamie Matz
had a hat trick of his own. Unfortunately, Smith, the team’s
leading goal scorer, went down
midseason due to a head injury,
causing him to miss the remainder of the season.
Even without Smith, the Bruins finished off a very strong
regular season with a conference record of 9-2. The Bruins’
only two regular season losses
came against Annapolis Area
Christian School and the undefeated Archbishop Curley team.
In the Curley game, the Bruins
fell behind quickly, trailing 7-1
at the half. During the second
half, the team dug itself out of
the hole to come within two
points of Curley. Though they
lost, 10-7, the last two quarters
of the Curley game gave hope
to the Bruins. “That second half
showed us we’re capable of beating anyone,” commented Senior
Defenseman Jeremy Scharf.
Playoffs
Closing out the regular season
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with a 9-5 victory over conference rival John Carroll, the
Bruins had clinched first place
in their division along with a
first round bye, and the team
was confident heading into the
playoffs. The first playoff game
was a May 11 semi-final match
against Saints Peter and Paul.
The Bruins came out strong, getting up 2-0 early in the second
quarter, with scores from Juniors
Ben Levin and Matz. After a fast
break score by the Sabers, Senior
Captain Oliver Weinberg scored,
and Park led 3-1 at the half.
In the third quarter, two defensive lapses led to two goals
for Saints Peter and Paul, and
the Sabers were right back in it.
Weinberg then netted his second
goal of the afternoon to put the
Bruins back up by one, but once
again the explosive offense of
the Sabers was able to answer
right back. The remaining quarter and a half was highlighted
by numerous clutch saves from
goalkeeper Max Struever and
great individual scoring efforts
from Carlos Cruz ’09, Pat Mc-

Mahon ’08, and Captain Joe
Press ’07, who came up with
two goals to help put the Sabers
away by a score of 8-6.
Championship
One week after the victory
against Saints Peter and Paul
came the moment of truth for
the Bruins. They had done it:
a fourth consecutive trip to the
championship. Now all that remained in their way of the title
trophy was Archbishop Curley,
and fueled by the last half of
the teams’ previous meeting, the
Bruins were confident that they
could win. Curley, however,
seemed to want the hardware
just as much as Park’s squad,

and it was going to be a tough
battle for both teams. The Friars
began the game with two unanswered scores. Down 2-0 in the
second quarter, Levin, assisted
by Matz, finally put some points
on the board for Park on a fast
break finish. Curley answered
back with three quick scores
of its own, pulling ahead 5-1.
Before time expired in the first
half, the Bruins scored again,
this time Weinberg with the assist from Levin.
Down 5-2 heading into the
second half, the Bruins battled
back as Weinberg, Press, and
Cruz all scored unassisted goals,
tying the game by the end of
the third quarter. At the start of
the fourth, Curley pulled ahead
again, but shortly after, Matz,
coming back from an injury
earlier on in the game, rocketed
the ball right past the keeper to
tie the score once again. With
just over two minutes left in
the game, the Friars caught the
Bruins on a fast break and found
a man open in front of the net.
There was nothing the Bruins
could do except watch, as Curley
scored what would be the gamewinner.
Though it was a melancholy
ending, the Bruins should be
very proud of what they accomplished. “It was a terrific
season,” said Coach Mal. The
team now has to wait until next
spring to continue its streak of
success. “The team has a lot to
live up to,” said Matz. “No matter what happens, it’s going to
be tough.”

The Park School of Baltimore
Brooklandville, MD 21022

Junior J. Matz tries to run past two Curley defenders. Matz, who
injured his knee playing defense early in the fourth quarter,
came back to the field to score a goal which tied the game at
six with less than five minutes remaining.
photos courtesy Ed Brown

