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Election
results
are in
by Hannah Block ‘15
Despite a limited bit of ballot tampering, next year’s student council has been elected.
It will consist of Adam Lessing
’15 as president, Nikki Haririan
’15 as vice president, Matthew
Brill-Carlat ’15 as treasurer, and
Kelsey Curtis ’16 as secretary.
This will be Lessing’s second term as president. “All four
of us are super excited to move
into next year,” he said. “There’s
going to be a lot of new people
and a lot of change in the Upper
School and I’m really looking
forward to getting to know and
work with everyone.”
“I’m just really honored to
serve everyone and to fill the big
shoes that Sabina [Diaz-Rimal
‘15] left for me,” Haririan said.
“My biggest goals for next year
are to create a greater transparency between Senate and the
student body and [between] the
administration and the student
body, and to create as many fun
things as possible to help make
2014-2015 be the best year ever.”
“I’m really excited to be treasurer. I think Student Government is going to get a lot done
next year. Obviously there have
been some issues with grade debt
that I will work to resolve,” BrillCarlat said. “What I’m really excited to work on is the project
I mentioned in my speech—the
pseudo Pepsi Refresh Project. I
don’t have a name for it yet, but
I really do think that students
have tons of great ideas for how
to concretely improve our community that Student Government
can provide the financial backing
for.”
“I’m really excited to serve
on the student council next year,
and I’m looking forward to being
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Lower School students enjoy beautiful weather and treats on the Kindergarten playground during May Day, an annual celebration that marks fifth grade graduation. The official May Pole dance took place inside the Athletic Center, but food and
traditional lemon sticks were available outside for the entire school. While the Lower School students were performing, the
Student Council invited Upper Schoolers give the Moon Bounce a try during G Block, and then handed out popsicle sticks.

Principal Wolf enforces no cellphone policy
by Phillip Merrick ’15
Joshua Wolf, Middle School
Principal, is leading a crackdown
on electronic device usage in his
division.
For several years, the Middle
School has had a general policy
against personal technology usage during the school day, but
it was only lightly enforced. In
April, Wolf felt it was “the right
time for me to reiterate what
the guidelines have been for a
while.”
Middle School faculty has begun to enforce these guidelines
fully: students must keep their
electronic devices in their lockers between 8:30 and 3:00. Any
cell phone, laptop, or tablet that
is being used by a student—except with teacher permission—
will be confiscated and kept until

the end of the week.
Concern about technology
in the Middle School has been
building up all year, but distinct
changes didn’t begin to happen
until April. On the 24th, Wolf
presented an assembly that covered topics such as the new uses
of electronics in classrooms,
the ways in which they can be
abused, and his general concern
that students need to “unplug.”
That same day, he sent an email
to parents with this message:
“...occurring more often during
after-school hours, students are
sending hurtful e-mails, posting
offensive images (sometimes
pornographic), and texting about
classmates in unkind ways…If
your child has a phone, tablet,
or computer, then it is imperative that you check it regularly,
remove inappropriate apps, and

that you speak with your kids
about what they post.”
Though much of this happens
outside of school, Wolf believes
that it’s still the school’s concern. “What kids are posting or
texting at home follows the kids
into school the next day,” he said.
In his email, Wolf stressed that
it is ultimately up to parents to
monitor what their kids send, and
some parents took this advice to
heart.
Louise Baron ’19 said that
after receiving Wolf’s email,
her mother has become more
watchful of her electronic use:
“She felt like a bad parent for not
monitoring my emails,” Baron
said, “and I thought that was kind
of ridiculous.”
Changes at school have been
noticeable as well. In the two
weeks after Wolf’s assembly,

only four cell phones were confiscated, a sign that not many are
being used. “I’m seeing far, far
fewer phones out between 8:30
and 3:00,” English teacher Geoff
Meyers said.
Changes have been less effective when it comes to laptops in
class. Though students are supposed to ask special permission
to use any electronic device for
classwork, many teachers still
maintain a more lax policy: “It’s
kind of assumed that if you’re
working on something in class
that you’re allowed to have [a
laptop] out,” Baron said.
While students generally
agree that no one should be texting during class, they have some
objections to this new, stricter
enforcement. Many students
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Editorial The Postscript,
Free and independent

It’s a very exciting time for us here at
Postscript—it’s the first issue of many to
be published in the coming year under
the fresh crop of new editors. We look
forward to a year full of provocative commentaries, concise news, and insightful
features. In anticipation of the articles to
come, we have already begun to think
deeply about their impact on Park.
Inevitably, by the time we hand in our
keys to the pub this time next year, there
will have been articles published that look
wonderful for our school, and there also
will have been articles published that
don’t put us in the best light. So before
we embark on this journalism journey,
we want to make a couple of things clear.
First and foremost, The Postscript is an
independent newspaper run by students.
And, like any accredited newspaper, we
have one goal: to deliver the truth. The
truth is not always pretty, and it isn’t always something you are going to love
reading. But as a significant source of
news for our community, we feel it is our
responsibility to be as clear, factual, and
topical as we possibly can.
Secondly, we want to assert the value
of personal opinion. In Postscript, in addition to reporting facts, we also publish
opinions. Individual student opinions
are labeled as such and are not meant to
reflect the opinions of the school, of the
Postscript staff, or of the student body as
a whole. Part of our goal is to facilitate
dialogue at Park, and these commentaries
are published to do just that.
In fact, if you disagree (or agree!)
with an opinion published within the
Postscript, we strongly encourage you to

send us a letter. Rather than fuming over
a misrepresentation that was conveyed in
an article we published, you should write
a rebuttal for us to publish in the next issue. We welcome letters to the editors and
hope to continue the discussion presented
within the articles we print.
Third, we want to clarify that we are
not an extension of the various advertising
campaigns Park has launched in the past
few years. Some people may think that
other private schools in the area hand out
issues of Postscript to deter prospective
families from enrolling at Park. However,
the vast majority of the people who read
this paper are students, faculty, parents,
and alumni.
And if prospective families pick up a
copy of the Postscript, they will read not
only about our excellent basketball teams
and the awesome new electives we offer, but about the nitty-gritty of financial
struggles and student political opinions on
funding for Israel or the Affordable Care
Act. We should not try to censor negative
material; it is part of the critical outlook
that makes Park what it is.
If we are doing our job right, each
published article will be well-written and
sophisticated, and will naturally serve
as an example of our love of debate and
discussion. The visitor will see that we
are not simply a school; we are a community—one that trusts its students with
the responsibility of running a truthful
newspaper.
With these points in mind, we are excited to face the obstacles that come with
free speech. We’re up for the challenge.
We hope that you are too.
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Letter to the editors
Board member responds to Postscript concerns
In reference to: “We’re concerned”
(May 9, 2014, Page 2)
I applaud your opinion piece on the
current state of Park. As a former Editor
of the Postscript, member of the Class
of 1983, and current Board Member, I
am proud the discussion remains spirited
on how to sustain Park’s enviable position as an elite independent school. To be
abundantly clear, the views expressed here
are mine and should not be interpreted
as representative of the broader Board of
Trustees. There is only one throat to choke
if you object.
I respectfully disagree with your conclusion (referring to the student body) that
“….the administration sees us as nothing
more than retention rates, talking points
and photos to put up on Park 365.” This
is unequivocally not true. There is more
than a subtle nuance between celebrating
Park’s success and using the student body
as a marketing tool.
You are correct to challenge the administration’s platform.
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion are
enormously important. These topics are
challenging, not just for Park, but society
as a whole.  
To turf, or not to turf, that is the question. The turf field will not define Park.
The menu of what Park offers, however,
(curriculum, arts, transportation, athletics, etc.) serves as the basis to attract and
retain students. You write: “Better to focus
on clarifying Park’s unique educational
mission rather than on competing with
our peer institutions for a prize they will
always win.” Pursuing our unique educational mission and developing our physical footprint are not mutually exclusive
objectives.
I am most concerned about your assertions regarding “administrative opacity.”
Two of your commentators wrote about

“How to fire a teacher.”
Park is not a perfect democracy. An apt
metaphor may be a professional sports
team. No one can do everything without
the members of the team. But everyone
does not get to touch the ball. I wholeheartedly endorse the student and faculty
role in collaboration and feedback. We
cannot, however, abdicate the legal and
practical need for privacy in the interest
of providing full transparency.
The balance between administrative
responsibility and human rights is not an
easy task. I would urge the Editorial staff
to devote time and space to this discussion.
Students should not be part of hiring/
firing decisions. As frustrating as it may
be, it is neither practical nor legal to involve students in every part of the administration/faculty discussion. Individuals
have a right to privacy. We must respect
that right.
I would argue the faculty is the single
greatest asset of an academic institution.
Pedagogy is both an art and a science.
As such, teachers will evolve and refine
their skill set over time. Let us not forget, many of our challenges are created
as the result of faculty migration away
from Park. Why? Our faculty (and administration) is excellent and highly coveted
by other academic institutions. We must
continually recruit the women and men
we already have.
Students should play an active role in
evaluating their teachers. The administration should use these evaluations to help
faculty improve their performance in the
classroom. Student satisfaction and the
quality of education are not always synonymous.
—Dan Cummings, Class of 1983
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Middle School
bans use of
electronics
Electronics from p.1
feel that they need electronics during free
time. “I know a lot of people [who] do
a lot of their homework during lunch,”
said Webster Lehmann ’18. “That’s weird
because they’re not letting people do
work…and I think that resource is being
deprived.”
The confiscation of a student’s cell
phone until the end of the week is controversial as a punishment. “If someone’s
phone was taken away on a Monday,
they’d lose it for five days, but if it was
taken away on a Thursday, they’d only
lose it for two days,” said Branch Seidenman ‘19. “I think that instead…[Wolf]
should just call the parents and alert them
of what happened.”
“It’s really hard to figure out what’s
the appropriate punishment, and how to
monitor [students’ devices],” Ben Cohen
’19 said. “I’m not exactly sure what the
correct punishment would be.”
According to social studies teacher
Paul Worley, the solution can be found in
the Rule for Community Living, which
states that anything that hinders teachers
from teaching or students from learning
goes against the school’s interests.
“It’s about ensuring that the ways in
which we use [technology] help people
learn, help people teach, and get along
well together,” he said.
One of the major themes of Wolf’s
assembly was the idea of “unplugging.”
Wolf believes that even though technology can bring great opportunities to the
classroom, students are too engaged in
electronics and social media.
“There are amazing studies about the
long-term effects of constantly being
plugged in,” he said. “If you’re always
checking your phone, or ready for someone to ping you, then that constant alertness has a long-term effect on your ability
to focus, be present, and engage with the
world.”
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MS plans to revamp grade trips
by Aerin Abrams ’16
Each year Middle School students look
forward to a grade-wide retreat that relates
to their studies and helps them grow as a
class. Up until his retirement last spring,
the retreats were run single-handedly by
Middle School math teacher Larry Gilbert
’67. Now that these outings are under new
leadership, faculty members have decided
that this is the appropriate time to take
another look at the layout and scheduling of the trips, particularly in the sixth
and seventh grades. Will Weiskopf, first
year Appalachian Challenge Director and
Middle School science teacher, has extensive ideas regarding how to rethink the
retreats already in place.
Weiskopf hopes to bring outdoor education into the trips as much as possible,
due to his belief that nature is the best
learning environment. He hopes that students will begin to learn values on the
sixth grade retreat that they can reuse and
expand upon in the seventh and eighth
grades. “A repeating structure is a core
part of any outdoor program,” Weiskopf
said. If the principles of outdoor education are retaught and expounded upon,
he believes that the students will take the
values from these trips and incorporate
them into their lives.
Another key theme Weiskopf wants to
emphasize is what he refers to as “engineered hardships,” which centers on testing students’ abilities to adapt. This goal is
made up of several different components,
some more extreme than others. A lot of
it relates to students stepping out of their
comfort zones, such as abandoning normal
friend groups and the usual middle school
social hierarchy. “By removing the power
structures, kids will learn about who is
inside them through the hardship of immersing themselves in different groups,”
Weiskopf said. Students should also work
to overcome hardships that are not always
present in their day-to-day school lives.
These could range from participating in
an activity they are not interested in to
visiting a campsite without running water.
These hardships will help students grow
as individuals and as a class.
The sixth grade retreat is very early
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Grade level trips, like this one to Chincoteague last fall, are undergoing review
and may include “engineered hardships” to test students’ abilities to adapt.

on in the school year, and it is the “first
time going off-campus together while seeing each other and their teachers face to
face,” said language arts teacher Heather
Freas-Kostic. The retreat sets the tone for
their next three years, and the content is
critical. “Now that they’re Middle Schoolers, it’s time to establish a community,”
Freas-Kostic said. Instead of cramming
the schedule with various small activities,
the focus would be on fewer, more centralized events. These would revolve around
working together as a group and learning
when and how to trust one another.
Faculty members recognize the importance of allowing sixth graders to choose
their preferred activities, but at times this
may be sacrificed to stress the importance
of the group sticking together as a whole.
The foundation established during the
first retreat will cross over into the seventh
grade retreat. The trip’s schedule is packed
with activity after activity, and there is
fear that students may easily drop the cocurricular aspects. When seventh graders
travel to Western Maryland, some for-

get the historical connections to the trip.
Many would view the campsite as any
other average place and forget that abolitionist John Brown led the Harpers Ferry
raid just miles away. By removing some of
the pieces of the trip, such as stopping at a
bowling alley on the way home, students
will end up gaining more in the long run.
Weiskopf and Middle School social
studies teacher Paul Worley stress the
importance of not overbooking the trips.
They agree that some of the best experiences can come from having a little bit
of down time with their friends, because
overall those may be some of the most
memorable moments. “If every space is
filled,” Weiskopf said, “then there is no
time for kids to sit down and fill their
space with those quiet moments.” Or, as
Worley said, “No space to be.”
The restructured retreats will focus on
involving students in activities that aid
in a larger picture of life. Each year core
elements of the trips will be ingrained in
students’ minds, and the values will remain with them for the rest of their lives.

New Student Council elected
Election from p.1
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Newly elected council members are N. Haririan’15 (vice president) , A. Lessing
’15 (president), M. Brill-Carlat,’15 (treasurer), and K. Curtis ’16 (secretary).

able to represent my grade and be a part
of helping to make high school better,”
Curtis said.
In addition to looking forward to next
year, this year’s council and the senate
has been hard at work to better the student experience at Park.
“We granted money from the SFAF
to close to 100% of the people who came
in, providing money for a wide range of
clubs from the League for People with
Disabilities Club to the Portuguese Culture Club,” Jeff Jordan ’15, the outgoing
treasurer, said.
“In addition to routine SFAF grants,

we’ve been looking for and planning
ways to brighten upper schoolers’ days,
like free popsicles on May Day and
Donut Day, etc.,” Brill-Carlat sad. “We
sorted out the TV display at the beginning
of the year as well.”
“While we had some heated debates
which would last what seemed like forever, eventually we did install a kettle,”
Jordan said. “Additionally, to better your
day, we gave out free pie and free donuts
in high-stress academic times.”
“Essentially, our goal this year was
to really listen to what each and every
person had to say,” he said.
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Sophie Bailowitz ‘15 and Leah Fishman ‘16 square off

PRO

VS

CON

Was the Health and Wellness
Assembly useful?
The Health and Wellness Task Force is a group
of faculty and students dedicated to promoting
well being within the Upper School. Since fall,
they have met regularly to discuss potential solutions to stress, and initiated stress reducing projects such as bringing puppies into school. Their
latest endeavor was an Upper School assembly
during which they hosted several activities such
as yoga and coloring. While many students came
away feeling relaxed and ready to focus, others
thought it was a waste of time. Two Upper School
students, Sophie Bailowitz ‘15 and Leah Fishman
‘16, offer different perspectives.

by Sophie Bailowitz ’15

W

ith the end of the school
year fast approaching, the
frenzy of balancing nightly
homework craziness with AP testing, SAT
testing, ACT testing, subject test testing
(need I go on?) not to mention sports,
clubs and out of school commitments
gives students every reason to daydream
about summer plans but no time to actually plan them.
One national survey found that a record-breaking number of teens claim to
experience “extreme stress” during the
school year, often due to classes, friends,
family and work. And according to the
latest Stress in America survey, an annual nationwide survey conducted by
the American Psychological Association
as part of its Mind/Body Health campaign, this often leads to sleepless nights,
skipped meals or junk food binges and
lack of exercise.
Multiple warnings have been issued
that if teens continue to follow these patterns, they will increase their chances of
developing a variety of both mental and
physical illnesses and will be more likely
to live shorter lifespans than their elders.
Enter the Health and Wellness Task
Force. Comprised of two students and
seven faculty members, this group meets
regularly to plan strategies to reduce stress
among students. In their most recent endeavor, the members of the Health and
Wellness Task Force used an assembly
block to split students into small groups
to engage in activities like yoga, walking
in the woods, and coloring.

In response to this, a surprisingly
high number of students simply scoffed
or rolled their eyes, muttering sarcastic
comments along the lines of, “This is to
reduce my stress? Why don’t we just get
some extra time to do homework?”
This reaction, to be frank, concerns me.
The amount of times in my Park career
that I’ve heard students complain about
teachers not understanding, caring about
or taking measures to alleviate stress is too
high to count. Finally someone is taking
action, yet still all we can do is complain.
Sure, it would have been productive to
write a history paper or do a math problem
set during the assembly time, but my experience in the yoga and meditation group
left me feeling relaxed and ready to face
my next class.
If students took issue with the way the
assembly was conducted, it is my understanding that the Health and Wellness
Task Force would be more than happy to
discuss what exactly was ineffective and
how it could be improved in the future. As
part of each activity, every student filled
out a survey that, among other questions,
asked for students to list two ideas that
they felt would reduce their own stress
in school.
One group’s agenda was solely to
brainstorm measures we could take as
a community to improve this problem.
Clearly, this group is eager for everyone’s
input. If anyone would prefer that faculty
members and fellow students not care
about student psychological wellbeing,
so be it; but to me, having a little extra
support, no matter what form it comes in,
is a step in the right direction.

by Leah Fishman ’16

B

eing in high school is stressful
—no one can deny that. Juggling a social life, homework,
classwork, extra-curricular activities, and
personal and family matters is more than
enough to handle. So for us students, any
minute of free time we have is used to
relax or get homework done so we can
go home to relax.
The idea of a “health and wellness task
force” is reassuring to students; it’s nice
to know that someone is working to make
the complicated time of being a teenager
just a bit easier.
When I first heard that the Health and
Wellness task force was having an assembly to promote Upper School well being,
I was skeptical. The titles of the different
group options were a bit off putting, like
“low hanging fruit” or “stress continuum”.
One group titled the “quiet room” spent
the time coloring, and some participants
didn’t find it as soothing as it was meant
to be. “I actually found it more stressful
and frustrating because I was wasting time
spending time coloring when I could have
been doing homework and efficient things.
Instead I was forced to sit and color,” said
Hayley Miller ’16.
Other groups discussed stress and what
factors into it, and though it was a productive and useful conversation, participants
didn’t think that the comments they made
would affect anything. “Nothing necessarily changed,” said Aerin Abrams ’16.
In addition to the group activities, every group had to take surveys, but they
didn’t decrease any stress, which was sup-

posedly the point of the assembly. The
surveys covered general things like how
much time one spends on homework and
how much sleep one gets, but didn’t seem
to take into account the different environments of every student’s life outside of
school. For example, some students may
do very few extra-curricular activities, and
avoiding distractions like Netflix and the
internet are easier for some than others.
Also, some kids have to drive 45 minutes
to Howard County before they can get
home and settle down, while others only
have to drive two minutes up Old Court.
The writers of the surveys also didn’t
account for basic things like the fact that
some kids are able to function perfectly
without much sleep while other kids cannot, or the amount of time spent doing
things like preparing food, eating, showering, and even walking a dog. Though the
idea of finding a way to decrease stress is
good, there are just too many other simple
but time-consuming factors that were not
taken into account.
Working to decrease stress and promote
wellness is a huge task, and it seems that
the task force is trying to start too large,
when they should start on a smaller scale.
They should create rooms designated as
silent study halls during free blocks where
students can go undisturbed, much like
what the library is supposed to be used for
but isn’t. Small efforts like this to make
our daily lives easier by giving students
a place to sit and read in silence may just
make it easier to go home and get to bed
early enough to get a full night of sleep. If
the surveys and assembly taught us anything, it’s that we have to start small.
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Stop talking about college and live
by Grace Croley ‘15
You can feel it in the air, hear
anxious murmurs in the annex,
see it on stricken faces sitting
through APs. And to bring every
junior to a screeching halt, you
need utter only six painful words.
“Have you thought about college yet?”
The answer, inevitably, is yes.
It’s impossible not to be thinking about college right now, with
constant updates during class
meetings from our college counselors and classes being shrunk
by half as students sit for hourslong tests. It’s a continuous topic
of conversation: talking about
what tests to take and which
classes to drop, comparing acceptance rates and median scores
and scholarship opportunities.
These conversations have
never seemed particularly kind
or well-meaning, either. There’s
always a subtext of competition
and comparison, of subtly trying
to gauge how various people now seen as opponents - match
up.
This phenomenon isn’t restricted to a particular social
group or to the class of 2015; I
watched it happen among juniors
last year, as well.
First, some evidence: the
U.S. Department of Education
has projected that next year, over
22 million students will attend
“post-secondary degree-granting
institutions.” In 2010, there were
4,599 accredited post-secondary
institutions in the United States.
Ninety-nine percent of Park
graduates enroll in a four-year
university or college within one

cartoon by Sam Himmelrich ‘15

year of graduation, and they all
go to great schools that meet their
needs. There is no reason anyone
at Park should worry about college admission prospects. Yet we
do, all the time.
From what I can tell, there are
two main reasons, the second of
which exacerbates the first. For
one, Park has developed, along
with all the other Baltimore prep
schools, a fairly competitive and
high-achieving environment.
There’s nothing wrong with a
motivated student body—the
self-determined motivation is
one of the things I like most

about the average Park student.
But in this case, it seems pretty
intimately intertwined with external validation and prestige,
which feels anathema to the Park
progressive ideal. After all, many
of the conventional markers associated with “great colleges”
have been shown in recent years
to be based on garbage.
There are numerous studies
showing that family income and
ethnicity play a huge role in standardized test scores, especially
the SAT, and many of the most
exclusive colleges themselves
were established as bastions of

white American richness, which
are perpetuated by admission
standards that value “legacy.”
Meanwhile, top-tier colleges have scandals with grade
inflation and sexual abuse just
as other schools do. Why does
it seem that getting into “good
schools” is so important to Park
students that it takes over their
lives, even as “good schools” are
continually exposed to have the
same problems found in many
universities?
In part, because there is an
entire industry aimed at making
us (and our parents) freak out.

It’s important to never forget:
College Board and Kaplan and
Princeton Review and Barron’s
are all, first and foremost, businesses. Without teenagers terrified about doing well on standardized tests and about applying
to college, there is no demand to
buy up their supply.
Those companies are only
successful if people honestly believe that picking up 60 points
on their SATs will make or break
their chances of getting into a
specific school; it’s the same for
tutors and for programs that teach
students how to write application
essays and for tours that will take
them on the cross-country road
trip of a lifetime to visit every
college between the coasts.
When the pamphlets shout
that you should have started
prepping for the AP in Standardized Testing yesterday, it’s
necessary to recognize: these
companies profit on your sense
of insecurity. They do not have
your best interest in mind.
So, I have a challenge, for
all the juniors reading this (and
that goes for me, too): stop talking about college in school. Just
stop. These conversations don’t
help; they only add to anxiety.
It’ll only pull you out of the present moment, out of the weird and
delightful experience of being an
Upper School student at Park.
You should be listening to Kirk
Wulf play guitar, or talking about
movies with Peter Warren. In less
than a year and a half, those opportunities will be very difficult
to come by.
Finally: don’t worry. Everything will work out fine.

School board wants to tell student papers which words to use

Editors of the Neshaminy High School newspaper refuse to employ team name they consider offensive
by Leah Smith ‘16
The mission of Postscript,
just as those of other student
newspapers, is to create a publication that expresses students’
sense of events both within the
community and outside on a local, state, or national level. The
paper functions independently
and is wholly staffed by students.
Even when tackling difficult or
sensitive issues, Postscript operates on its own, without direction
from administration. It is free to
publish news or opinion relevant
to the student body.
But at a public high school
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
a student newspaper is fighting
infringements on its freedom
of speech. Neshaminy High

School’s Playwickian has vowed
not to refer to the school’s mascot as the “Redskin,” arguing in
an editorial that the name was
offensive.
But in May, the Neshaminy
School Board gave preliminary
approval to a policy that would
require the paper to use the word
when reporting athletic news.
Opposition to the word “Redskin” has become a national discussion, because of the Washington Redskins football team.
The term, most likely originating
during the eighteenth century,
connotes a ‘color’ difference and
groups the 566 federally recognized Native American tribes
into one illogical bracket. Although many American Indians
have no qualms with the word,

plenty find it a disparaging racial
epithet that has no place in public
discourse.
But this debate is not about
whether the word “Redskin”
belongs in a school newspaper.
It is about a school board’s infringement on the rights granted
to the Playwickian. As a newspaper at a public school, the rights
afforded to the Playwickian are
significantly different from those
of Postscript. Rather than being
a matter of administrative discretion, both the First Amendment
and the Pennsylvania Administrative Code protect public
school newspapers’ right to
publish without interference. The
Pennsylvania Administrative
Code states that students “have
the right to express themselves

unless the expression materially
and substantially interferes with
the educational process...or interferes with another individual’s
rights.”
Neshaminy students’ decision
to omit the epithet clearly does
not violate any of these restrictions. Yet forcing the paper to use
the word contravenes the editors’
freedom of expression and disregards the paper’s autonomy.
Every newspaper makes decisions about what information
and words to print or not print.
National newspapers often deal
with questions of national security, while every newspaper
balances issues of privacy or
obscenity with the desire to report the full truth. Students at
Neshaminy High School chose

to not use a word that many consider derogatory, like other racist terminology. They should not
be bullied by a school board that
prioritizes its own athletic pride
over the newspaper’s constitutional and legal rights.
Postscript does not face the
same interference as the Playwickian, as nobody is, for example, requiring the paper to
refer to girls’ sports teams as the
“Lady Bruins.”
But this paper operates as a
voice for the student body that
reports, and sometimes criticizes, our own administration. We
should value the freedom and
independence granted to us by
Park’s policies, and continue to
report without worries of interference or repercussions.
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Excessive airport security costs don’t fly
by Daniel Moskowitz ’15
September 11, 2001 changed
the face of air in both the United
States and the rest of the world.
Two months after the attacks,
Congress passed the Aviation
and Transportation Security Act,
which placed responsibility for
airport security in the hands of
the government, rather than private contractors. This was the
creation of the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA).
Ever since, it has come under
scrutiny for almost everything
it does.
Before 9/11, aviation security was lax; passengers brought
pocketknives onboard planes and
hijackers were allowed to board
without proper ID. Nowadays,
the idea of bringing any type of
blade onto a plane seems crazy
to most. And the TSA has made
it their absolute mission to make
sure that no blade or any other
item that they deem to pose a
threat—virtually everything—
gets onboard a plane. Most recently, I was denied a Coke can
because a man had fashioned a
can into a knife on a recent flight,
according to the flight attendant.
Last month, I found myself in
what must be one of America’s
smallest airports—in central New
York—with just shy of 183,000
passenger boardings in 2012
according to the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey—
that’s just over 500 per day. In
comparison, BWI had around
11,100,000 boardings in 2012,
according to the FAA. With just

one security lane and no one in
front of me in line at the New
York airport, I was shocked and
somewhat disturbed to see a full
compliment of six TSA officers
schmoozing at the checkpoint.
After being deemed safe to
board, I turned to my dad and
suggested one way to cut down
our over $17.5 trillion debt: do
not assign six TSA officers to
work an airport with one security lane and 500 passenger
boardings a day. Admittedly, I
felt bad saying this, because the
person who had just groped me
shouldn’t be out of a job. What
I really meant, though, was that
the TSA is exceedingly unconsciencious in their spending; according to PolicyMic, since 9/11
we have spent $740 billion on
aviation security and the TSA
has stopped a whopping zero
terrorists.
One of the TSA’s most recent
actions has been their implementation of body-scanners, or
‘nude-o-scopes.’ At a congressional hearing in November
2012, the TSA reported spending a total of $40 million on a
specific type of body scanner that
they ultimately trashed because it
produced a pornographic picture
of its victim while subjecting the
person to harmful X-Rays. And
while the machines met their
rightful destiny, they took $40
million with them.
But the waste of money only
gets worse. According to a New
York Times article from March
of this year, the TSA spent $1
billion to train “behavior detection officers.” But the TSA itself
has not assessed how effective

Battle Vaughn/Miami Herald/MCT

A security guard looks at an image generated by a full-body scanner. These images allow one
to view a model of the body without its clothes.

the program is and “as a result,
TSA cannot ensure that passengers at United States airports are
screened objectively, show that
the program is cost-effective or
reasonably justify the program’s
expansion,” the Department of
Homeland Security’s inspector
general wrote in a 2013 report
on the program.

Evidently the TSA does not
assess the validity of their spending before they actually spend
millions of dollars. Due to our
current fiscal situation, this is a
crucial step that they must take.
Spending $1 billion on a project only to report that there has
been no investigation into its effectiveness is obscene. Perhaps

even worse is the $40 million on
the body scanners that any rational person should have known
were going to produce an outcry.
Airport security is undoubtedly
necessary, but in a state of paranoia, we have gone binge-spending on uninvestigated means of
securing the skies that have only
resulted in further losses.

Don’t throw the humanities over for STEM
by Peter Coulson ‘16
The Soviet Union launched its
first satellite, Sputnik, in 1957.
Caught off guard, the United
States increased the budget of
the National Science Foundation
to $134 million—slightly over
$1 billion when adjusted for inflation—and tripled funding for
education, under the premise
that the United States needed to
keep up with the Soviet Union
in STEM-related areas; that is,
areas of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.
The current push for increased
funding and awareness of STEM
is, as we can see, nothing new.
This cause has become more and
more attractive in recent years;
the Department of Education’s
web page on STEM reads: “The

United States has become a global leader, in large part, through
the genius and hard work of its
scientists, engineers and innovators…President Obama has set a
priority of increasing the number
of students and teachers who are
proficient in these vital fields.”
The Cold War is over, but the
STEM push is still framed as a
question of America’s survival
in an increasingly competitive
world.
But where will this new
STEM money come from? It’s a
big deal today if Congress passes
even a stopgap budget. It’s politically easier to divert funding
away from other areas towards
STEM rather than increase education funding with some of
the money specifically designated for STEM. Assume there

are three main areas of study in
school—the sciences (chemistry,
biology, mathematics, etc.), the
humanities (English, history, and
languages), and the arts (selfexplanatory). Obviously, the
STEM money can’t come out of
nowhere, so increased funding
for one of these disciplines must
be diverted from another.
It should go without saying
that I’m not opposed at all to
science education. I think there
ought to be more science education, judging by the popularity
of the anti-vaccine movement
and the widespread dismissal
of global warming as a hoax.
These attitudes tend to be, more
often than not, the product of an
uncritical mind. Rather, what
I take issue with is that when
education funds are reallocated

towards STEM, the humanities
get the short shrift. This sends
the message that the humanities
are not worth the trouble, which
is, frankly, a dangerous attitude
to have.
The humanities matter, and do
not deserve the attitude that they
aren’t worth the trouble. Even
if you don’t plan on becoming
a writer or a historian or what
have you, the humanities can
complement the sciences rather
than be diametrically opposed
to them. Writing, feedback, and
revision are key components of
English and history and modern
language classes. They help to
make your writing better—otherwise, what’s the point of having
class at all? Analytical writing,
which constitutes most historical
writing, and which is a feature of

most (if not all) English classes,
is required in scientific writing. If
a scientist wants to communicate
his or her findings to the general
public, he or she needs to be able
to write well. Otherwise, nobody
will understand them.
And really, some things you
learn in school, regardless of discipline, don’t really have a multitude of practical applications. It’s
highly unlikely I’ll use algebra
every day, but that doesn’t make
it useless. I may not take a job as
an interpreter or work in another
country, but that doesn’t mean
I shouldn’t learn another language. I probably won’t become
a physicist, but that isn’t a valid
excuse for not studying physics.
Just because something isn’t
easily monetized doesn’t mean
it shouldn’t be bothered with.
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Senior Projects: coolness personified
by Sheridan Merrick ’15
It was that time of year again —when
the Meyerhoff felt strangely vacant, the
hallways were quieter, and freshmen
scrambled for highly-coveted new territory. Seniors were off on their Senior
Projects, a time dedicated to pursuing a
topic/project out in the world that could
not be taught in a classroom setting. This
year’s projects ranged from working at
the Walters Art Museum to studying
Lupus in a lab. Four seniors share their
experiences from the past six weeks.

Josh Schwartz
I thought this would be a good time to
explore something totally different,” Josh
Schwartz said. Schwartz is interning at a
glassblowing studio for his senior project. “When they talk to you about senior
projects…they give you a list of where
people have been in the last five years…
and it was on the list and I was like, ‘That
sounds cool,” he said.
Schwartz is interning with one of three
artists at the studio, but often floats between all of them depending on what’s
needed. “They’ve all known each other
for literally like ten years and so I had to
just, like, make my way,” he said. “It’s a
good experience to be able to maneuver
yourself in a group of people that you
don’t know.”
Having no real previous knowledge
about glassblowing, Schwartz has discovered that it is not an easy task. “It’s really,
really hard. There’s like nothing about it
that’s easy,” he said. “Everything is…very
physical, which I’m not used to.” Through
a grueling process involving stainless
steel pipes and furnaces heated to 2,400
degrees Fahrenheit, Schwartz helps the
artists make anything from vases to glass
fish. “It’s weird to me because you never
actually work directly with the material,”
Schwartz said. “The purpose of the things
that you’re making is just utilitarian… I
wasn’t used to art being made without an
artistic purpose,” he said. “It made me
think about…the difference between a
craft and an art.”
To next year’s seniors, “I would say do
something you know you will have fun
in,” Schwartz said. “Use the opportunity
to just do something crazy and have fun.”

photo courtesy J. Schwartz ’14
Josh Schwartz has been learning about
glassblowing with fellow a intern (pictured above).

photo courtesy G. Reamer ’14

For her Senior Project, Gabby Reamer
has been working at School of Rock,
where one of her many responsibilities involved writing a magazine
(pictured above).

Gabby Reamer
“I wanted to combine my childcare,
musical, and writing abilities into one
convenient challenge,” Gabby Reamer
said. In pursuit of this challenge, she
found School of Rock, an organization
dedicated to fostering children’s love of
music.“It’s an after school music program
that gives kids the opportunity to learn
how to perform on stage. The shows offered to them range from Live Aid to Jimi
Hendrix, and the kids get to choose which
show they’d like to play every season,”
Reamer said. “I’m an assistant director to
Rock School, a version of the School of
Rock experience that’s offered to younger,
less experienced kids.”
Along with teaching, Reamer’s responsibilities include posting photos and
videos on various social media sites to
promote School of Rock, as well as writing a magazine. “My co-workers are really great too: super relaxed and friendly,”
she said. “My boss gives me a lot of independence.”
So far, combining her talents has been
very rewarding. “The kids are the best
part. They’re hilarious, and it’s really rewarding to see them apply what I’m teaching them to the stage,” Reamer said. “After this, I know that wherever I go, music
and children are going to be a constant in
my life. They fill me up.”
When it comes to choosing your senior project, Reamer suggests that you
“do something that you’re not entirely
comfortable with or haven’t done yet,”
she said. “Stepping outside of our own
boundaries is a really important part of
the learning process.”
Taylor Force
Taylor Force may just win the prize
for “most unusual Senior Project.” He is
working at a bait and tackle shop called

photo courtesy T. Force ‘14

Taylor Force worked with a local taxidermy service for his Senior Project.

Trophy Care Taxidermy and helps preserve hunted animals to serve as trophies.
“I’ve been a fisherman since I was little
and I’ve been a hunter for the last few
years, and I know how much work goes
into hunting and fishing…When someone
catches a fish or an animal, it’s really a
pride to them,” he said.
Taxidermy is a complex process. “We
do animals, birds, and fish. I’ve been doing the entire process with birds and animals,” Force said. “There’s a lot of work
that goes into preserving the animals, so
I decided to do that because I knew I’d be
able to work with a lot of local hunters and
fishermen,” he said.
Though Trophy Care Taxidermy is an
impressive, competitive business, Force
has found working with the right people
to be just as important as working in the
right place. “I have a pretty great relationship with….my boss,” he said. “It’s all
about who you’re going to be learning
from and less about what credentials a
certain business has.”

Lorenza Ramirez
“I was as stressed last week as I was
during the college process,” Lorenza
Ramirez said. Conducting a two-part
Senior Project, in which she re-designs
the Spanish textbooks for the Modern
Language Department and interns at the
American Immigration Council in Washington D.C., Ramirez certainly isn’t using
her Senior Project as a time to relax.
Re-designing the textbooks started
simply as an Independent Study. “I saw
[the textbooks] and I was like, ‘I think
these are terrible,’” Ramirez said. “This
last summer I was going to do some sort of
independent study that…sort of fell apart,
and then Senora Imhoff approached me
and asked me if I would redesign the textbooks,” she said.
As a leader of the yearbook (Brownie),
Ramirez is familiar with designing pages
and thought that redesigning them would
be a breeze. However, “it was an enor-
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mous undertaking because…everything
was in [Microsoft] Word, [and so] a lot
of the times…things would be in columns and they would just be separated
by spaces, so I’d have to retype everything,” she said. “It turns out that I started
it first semester as my independent study
and second semester I had to do it as part
of my senior project because I just wasn’t
finished.”
Having finally finished the textbooks,
Ramirez is happy with her work. “I
changed a lot, and [the Modern Language
Department] let me change a lot of things,
which I really liked,” she said. “I felt like
I was doing something good.”
When not working on the textbooks.
Ramirez spends her time interning with
the Senior Manager of the Community
Education Center within the American
Immigration Council.
“The purpose of the center is to educate … about issues related to immigration and getting the facts right,” Ramirez
said. One of the larger projects the center
works on in the spring is a creative writing
contest for kids. “I got to read all of the
entries and judge them,” Ramirez said.
“And then … [my supervisor] was like,
‘hey, why don’t you make a website?’ and
…so I used this program called Wix where
I typed up all the entries,” Ramirez said.
After the winner of the contest was
picked, Ramirez’s supervisor asked her to
call the family and deliver the news. “So
I called her family and it was her dad’s
50th birthday and he was like, ‘this is the
best present I ever could have asked for!’
and I was like, ‘oh my god!’” Ramirez
said.
“I think what’s made the experience
so valuable is the fact that my supervisor has given me so much freedom and
responsibility….this contest is what she’s
been working on for months and the fact
that she let me call the family to tell them
that they won – that means something.”

photo courtesy L. Ramirez ’14

The first page of a Spanish textbook
Lorenza Ramirez re-designed for her
Independent Study and Senior Project. Ramirez also interned with the
American Immigration Council.
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Term paper topics yield interesting research
by Matthew Singer ‘15

by Sara Philippe ‘15

Every year, freshmen, sophomores, and juniors research a historical topic of their choosing and write a
paper about it. Topics can range from the Civil War to
overthrown Scottish kings to piracy to salt. We asked
juniors Will MacKay and Sara Philippe to describe
their topics.

In my term paper, I discuss the circumstances and causes of the coup d’etat
the United States government engineered in Guatemala in 1954. In
1952, Guatemala’s second democratically–elected president Jacobo
Arbenz enacted an agrarian reform law that expropriated unused
land owned by foreign companies. Under the law, the American
United Fruit Company, which had maintained an overwhelming
influence in Guatemala under the nation’s previous dictatorships,
was targeted by the government for the first time, and took its
case to its friends in the US government.
In 1954, the CIA and State Department, fearful of the global
extension of communist/Soviet power and sympathetic to corporate interests, worked with exiled Guatemalan military men to
remove Arbenz from the presidency, thus bringing an end to
democracy and quashing any hopes for a more just society.
I argue that American intervention, and the ensuing years
of civil war the country experienced,
was largely a result of the United
States’ Cold War mentality, which
served as an impediment to change
in developing countries such as Guatemala.

by William MacKay ‘15
I wrote my term paper on the relationship between
Italian Fascism and the Catholic Church. I found
this particularly interesting, because as a practicing
Catholic, I like to learn and become aware of this
rather unsavory spot in the church’s long history.
It’s almost like a sort of hush-hush topic. It is also
important to non-Catholics, as the Catholic Church,
being the largest organized religious institution in the
world, lent much needed moral legitimacy to the Italian Fascists. It’s a very complex and fascinating
issue and one that I thoroughly enjoyed researching.

photo by S. Merrick ’15

US launches partnership with local non-profit
by Sheridan Merrick ‘15
When Middle School Math
teacher Jennifer Lee was first approached by former Park parent
Lisa Stambolis about facilitating
a connection between a local
non-profit center and Park, she
was reluctant to follow through.
“I had never done anything like
this before, and I was also transitioning to the Middle School,”
said Lee, who just switched from
being a fifth grade teacher this
past year. “But I’m so glad I did
because it’s been really, really
rewarding.”
Stambolis, who works as a pediatrician for a local organization
dedicated to ending homelessness called the Health Care for
the Homeless (HCH), became
aware of a new non-profit in the
community called YES, or Youth
Empowered Society. Founded in
February of 2012, YES is Baltimore’s first and only drop-in
center dedicated to homeless
youth. YES provides a multitude
of services, such as providing
meals, showers, clothes for job
interviews, assistance with applying for birth certificates and
IDs, and more to homeless youth
that just need to drop in and get
some help.
Around a year ago Stambolis contacted Lee and told her
about the organization. “She
said, ‘YES needs Park’,” Lee
said. “They needed partnerships
in the broader community as they
established themselves.”
So Lee brought the idea to

the Park community. “There
was a community service group
of faculty members that would
meet Thursday mornings from
7:45 to 8:30… and so I went
to this and invited Lisa [Stambolis]…to come in and sort of
pitch [her] organization,” Lee
said. Middle and Upper School
Guidance Counselor Dave Tracy
then invited Stambolis to speak
in his seventh grade Life Skills
class about homelessness, causing several Middle School girls
to approach Lee about creating
an activity dedicated to YES.
“The first thing we did [as an
activity group] was we planned a
Day of Service event,” Lee said.
Day of Service, a school tradition of community outreach right
before Thanksgiving, allowed
teachers from other divisions
to get involved, such as Upper
School Math teacher Anna Marmor. “My involvement started
because I was in the service committee,” Marmor said. “Initially
we were trying to figure out,
‘How can we help this drop-in
center?’”
The group decided to make
bags filled with nail files, chewing gum, toiletries, and other
items a homeless youth might
find useful, and to hear stories
from ambassadors of YES. “YES
effectively is organized by volunteers who [were] homeless
youth themselves,” Marmor said.
“What was amazing about [Day
of Service] was that three people
who had experienced homelessness came in and shared their sto-

ries…I had never really heard a
person’s story before in that way
and in that context. And I think
it was very moving and powerful
for all of us,” Lee said.
The event then spurred YES
ambassadors to give an Upper School Assembly explaining their organization and how
students could get involved. A
meeting was held afterward with
interested students at which they
planned different events. Originally three events were on the
list: Lobby Day, a music video,
and a car wash.
On Lobby Day students piled
into a bus from HCH and headed
down to Annapolis to support
legislature regarding homelessness. “It was a lobby for issues
of homelessness…that supported
homeless youth getting free college education,” Marmor said.
Students and ambassadors were
also looking for support of a bill
that would make estimating the
amount of homeless youth in
Baltimore much more accurate.
The trip wasn’t all serious,
though. “There was eventually
a really nice interaction…there
happened to be a basketball hoop
so there was a basketball game
between YES friends and Park
students,” Marmor said.
Saturday, April 12, students
gathered again for a car wash to
raise money for YES. “It went really well,” Elana Liebow-Feeser
’14 said. As a leader of the new
inter-school club Agents for
Social Change, which resulted
from this year’s Upper School

photo by K. Kouwenhoven ‘15

B. May ‘14 helps out at the YES car wash event to raise money
for a homeless youth drop-in center in Baltimore.

Civil Rights Trip, Liebow-Feeser
“thought we would get some
people from that club to participate in the car wash.”
In all, around 15 students and
several ambassadors from YES
helped raise $460 for the drop-in
center. “We’re thinking of doing
another car wash in September,”
Marmor said.
Though originally planning
to write a song about YES and
youth homelessness and then
make a music video for it to
submit to a competition and help
spread their message, “it was just
too much. We couldn’t actually
get ourselves geared up to do
that,” Lee said. “They wanted
to make sure the car wash was
successful and not split up their
energies, so I think they’re going to try and do it next year,”
Liebow-Feeser said.
Music video or not, this connection with YES has created
new opportunities for students to

get involved with an important
cause. Alexandra Benjamin ’14,
who participated in the car wash,
said, “I just thought it would be
a really cool way to get involved
in the community…It was here
at Park so I thought, ‘hey, why
not?’ I thought it seemed like a
really good organization to get
involved with…especially [because it’s] something that’s happening in Baltimore.”
“My goal is to establish a
sustainable relationship between
[Park] and YES…I don’t want
it to be person-dependent,” Lee
said. “I encourage people to
get involved…I know a lot of
the Upper School students are
incredibly busy people that are
doing a lot of different things, but
I’m really eager to find ways to
keep everybody in our school
community informed and aware
and engaged, whether that means
you’re part of the group or you
just know what’s going on.”
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Park! The Musical: successful project and production
by Hannah Blau ‘15
While most seniors spent the last six
weeks of the semester interning at a bakery, hospital or day care center, Sarah
Cohen, Baylor Knobloch, and Samantha
Max did something very different: they
wrote and produced Park! The Musical,
which played on May 23.
“I’d been thinking about it since the
summer before sophomore year,” Cohen
said. She was inspired by a tradition at
Columbia University called The Varisty
Show in which the students write a musical about campus life. “It occurred to me
how awesome it would be to do a senior
project doing essentially the same thing,”
she said. “At the time it seemed like this
vague, weird day dream that I had…that
was never actually going to happen.”
Nonetheless, Cohen solicited the aid of
Knobloch and Max and the three of them
began to tackle the project. “The first hurdle was trying to convince people that this
could be a senior project,” Cohen said.
In order to do so, the girls began writing
songs over winter break.
After a successful application to the senior projects committee, they set to work.
The musical consists of three essential
through-lines. First, inside the administration office, a scandal unfolds when an
administrator, Ms. Cummings (Alexandra Benjamin ‘14), insists on pressuring
College Counselor Jane Dewey (Megan
Philippi’14) to re-instate AP classes as a
way of improving the school’s image.
Second, inside the classroom, English

teacher Alison Cooke (Elana LiebowFeeser ’14) contemplates leaving her
position to pursue her dreams of being a
writer. Third, in the halls, romance plays
out between lax bro Emmett Swagleton
III (Ian Simon ’15) and Rachel A. Plusman (Rebecca Shapiro ’14), a studious,
college-obsessed good girl, and Noah
Steinstein (Chris Summers ’14), an inexperienced, relationship-clueless, boy
and Kelsey Turn-Dounferwut (Samantha
Rodgers ’14), a well experienced girl.
The script was full of clever references
to life in the community. Twice, the show
poked fun at the Upper School announcements, with a voiceover alerting students
to come to “cookies and condoms day: be
there or get pregnant.”
After the script was finished, the trio
moved on to the next step of the production process: making the words come to
life. “A lot of characters were created after the casting process,” Max said. Suddenly, the project involved “18 boisterous
people” onstage. However, “the characters
came to life when the actors met them,”
Knobloch said. “People anticipated that
this would be a fun thing to do with their
friends…but then everyone really stepped
up and got really excited about the show.
People who hadn’t even done theater before were really invested in it and that was
really cool to see,” Cohen, said.
Inspired by In the Heights, the three
writers attempted to use a variety of musical styles. There were classical Broadway-esque company numbers, a soulful
ballad, jazz songs, and even rap. Duets

and quartets showed how sophisticated
the musical arrangements were. Overall,
the lyrics were very tight.
Finally, Park! The Musical played to a
full house. “Going from jokes that I wrote
in my room to hearing 350 people crack
up at them was so crazy,” Cohen said.
“I just feel like it was the perfect way
to end my senior year. It just made me remember all the reasons why I love Park,”
Max said. “You forget how much the student/teacher relationship is a big deal at
Park until you hear your teacher say ‘seeing this show made me remember why I
love this school.’”
“In the thick of the everyday at Park,
it’s easy to think that it’s just school, but
this project reminded me how special and
different Park is, first because we were allowed to do it, because it came together,
and because it got the support that it got,”
Knobloch said.
“It ended with a bang,” Max said.

photos by K. Kouwenhoven ‘15

Top: Willow Reinstourm (N. Roswell
’14) emcees Goldsoundz with Amy
Neukidde (E. Lehmann ’14). Bottom: Emmett Swagleton III (I. Simon
’15) and Kelsey Turn-Dounferwut (S.
Rogers’14) are just friends seeking
advice from one another.

Don’t Drink the Water: a good time and laughs for all
by Catie Turner ‘17
The premise of Woody Allen’s Don’t
Drink the Water, which the freshman
and sophomore classes put on this year,
sounds more like an episode of Scandal than it does a comedy: American tourists mistaken for spies must take refuge
in a communist country’s U.S. embassy.
There is, however, one thing that prevents
this situation from being solvable even by
Olivia Pope: the head of the embassy is
Alex Magee, the harebrained daughter of
the erstwhile American ambassador. The
play follows the trials and tribulations of
these Americans in Eastern Europe. What
comes out of it? Rage, love, and, at least in
the case of this production, a lot of laughs.
Don’t Drink the Water is itself a funny
play; but even so, this production was a
cut above in terms of comedy. The female
lead, Alex Magee (Lauren Brooks ‘16),
was, in some sense, a gloriously ditzy archetype, but Brooks brought out the subtler silliness of many of her lines to great
effect. Marion Hollander, played by Dani
Bieler ’16, differed vastly from Alex, but
Bieler was also hilarious in both the role
of quintessentially overwrought mother
and in the more understated elements of
her character and the play.

photo courtesy Shannon Bishop
C. Moore ‘17, C. Simon ‘16, and D. Bieler ‘16 play the Hollander family in Don’t
Drink the Water, this year’s Fresh-Soph production.

This brand of humor was also exemplified by Walter Hollander, portrayed by
Connor Moore ’17, whose frenzy was at
once emblematic of middle-aged American masculinity in a quite satisfying way
and full of quirky little gems—one such
eccentricity was the fact that Walter liked
his food “dead. Not sick, not wounded—
dead!” The same kind of double-edged
humor—hilarious both in its broadness
and in its specifics—held true for priest-

turned-magician Father Drobney, played
by Peter Coulson ’16, and riding cropequipped communist police head Krojack
(Max Bachvaroff ‘17, plus guards Rebecca Detling-Edsall ‘17, Mollie Eisner ‘17,
and Marion Comi-Morog ‘17).
Less central characters, such as Cole
Simon ‘16’s surprisingly sensitive (considering the wild abandon of most of
Don’t Drink the Water’s ragtag gang)
Sammy Hollander, embassy staff Ms.

Kilroy (a perpetually irritated Campbell
Knobloch ‘16), a trusty chef (a persnickety Clare Peyton ‘17), Ms. Burns (a tense
Morgan Soudry ‘16), and the Sultan of
Bashir (a dour Nate Peterson ‘17) only
added to the hilarity of the production. Appearances of Aaron Eline ’17 as Ambassador Magee, Alex Magee’s father, acted
as bookends to the production, pointing
out the ridiculous nature of nearly every
character in the play.
The set’s official and stately-seeming
nature offset both the ridiculousness of
the play and the whimsicality of the costumes, which were both unique enough
to provide immediate insight into the
characters wearing them and understated
enough to let the actors shine through.
Some highlights include Alex Magee’s
entire wardrobe (the go-go boots, specifically), Walter Hollander’s various Hawaiian shirts, and the beautiful dresses worn
at the embassy party. Windows in the back
of the set opened onto passing protesters screaming unintelligibly and waving
signs, which only added to the chaos contained within the embassy.
In short, Don’t Drink the Water was a
hysterically funny look into one example
of foreign policy run amok. Don’t miss
these actors in future productions.
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Folk-punk group shows growth with new album
by Max Morrison ’16
Christmas Island was released on May
6, 2014 by SideOneDummy Records. The
album follows Andrew Jackson Jihad’s
most acclaimed and well known album
Knife Man (2011).
Andrew Jackson Jihad, since its formation in 2004, has featured a constantly
rotating lineup, with various musicians
filling in for drums, keyboards, string instruments, horns, and kazoos. The core
of the group consists of bassist Ben Gallaty and singer-songwriter Sean Bonnette.
Well-known for Sean Bonnette’s whiney
vocals and sincere yet self-deprecating
lyrics, the group is currently one of the
most prominent in the folk punk genre.
From their first two albums, Candy
Cigarettes and Cap Guns (2005) and
People That Can Eat People Are the
Luckiest People in the World (2007), to
the group’s last album, Knife Man, the
group’s evolution in style can be heard
as their instrumentation and lineup has
grown and matured. The first two albums
predominantly present Bonnette on vocals/acoustic guitar and Gallaty on standup bass. However, the next two records’
incorporation of strings, horns, and, perhaps most notably, electric guitars proved
that Andrew Jackson Jihad was not your
standard acoustic folk punk band anymore. Knife Man was a big step up from
their previous albums. By far their most
varied, the album contained not just a mix
of acoustic folk tunes, but also actual punk
as well, distorted guitars and all.
Christmas Island follows in a similar
step to the assorted diversity of Knife
Man. Like Knife Man, there is a combination of both folk and punk. The styles

photo courtesy modern-vinyl.com
Folk-punk group Andrew Jackson Jihad releases its sixth and most eclectic album.

on the album contrast, varying from tracks
such as the distorted, up-tempo “Kokopelli Face Tattoo” to songs such as “Getting
Naked, Playing With Guns,” which is just
Bonnette, some blues-y guitar playing,
and what sounds to be a theremin solo in
the middle of the song. Most of the songs
on this album feature more folkish instruments, such as cellos, violins, acoustic
guitars, and mandolins. Whether folk or
punk, however, all of Christmas Island
undoubtedly possess the distinct spirit of
previous Andrew Jackson Jihad material.
Although I have very much enjoyed
Andrew Jackson Jihad’s foray into punk
instrumentation with their last album,
there is a negative aspect with how
those electric-oriented songs were produced. This negative is first heard with
the opener, “Temple Grandin.” The piano

and drums sound nice, but the attempted
lo-fi production style resulted in way too
much distortion and compression of the
vocals and guitars. The guitars sound especially dull, weak, and, quite frankly, fall
flat. However, this is a minor set-back,
and only draws away slightly from three
overall great songs: “Temple Grandin,”
“Children of God,” and “Kokopelli Face
Tattoo.” Regardless, the aspect that’s
most important to Andrew Jackson Jihad
is strong use of emotion in lyrics.
Bonnette’s lyrics are as equally entertaining as they are critical of the human
race.
“Getting Naked, Playing with Guns”
displays a deep fondness and nostalgia for
childhood, a jovial time of innocence that
was the “McDonalds Play Place before the
Xbox,” when he could “see the playground

through the trees.” The song also regards
how youth can be a destructive period of
one’s life—a period made up of bullying
and dream crushing: “And we’ll show
the neighbor kid what our love actually
means. He’s here from out of town and I
heard he’s got A.D.D.” Bonnette’s lyrics
highlight the highs and lows of being human. These more stripped back songs that
focus on lyrical content are what I really
enjoy. “Linda Ronstadt” is another track
with a heartwarming message. This song,
which is about finding inspiration within
different people and forms of art, is one
of the best tracks.
All of the songs have lyrical themes
that are somewhat similar to the various
songs mentioned. But at first, many of
these lyrics were puzzling and hard to
decipher. The poetically ambiguous and
seemingly nonsensical lyrics for many of
the songs take away from the charming
vulnerability and reliability of the direct,
honest lyrics of previous Andrew Jackson
Jihad albums. However, after taking the
time to read into the lyrics and figure out
the theme of each song, the album stood
out to me as being much more significant. Bonnette is still singing about the
same themes; it’s just that this time, more
thought needs to be put in to understanding them.
For those interested, I would suggest
listening to one of the more upbeat tracks
such as “Kokopelli Face Tattoo,” as well
as a more stripped down track such as
“Linda Ronstadt.” Even if you don’t care
much about lyrics, the songs themselves
are short, catchy, and at times, moving.
The album is a nice addition to the Andrew Jackson Jihad discography.

Great movies kick off summer
by Ross Greenberg ’16
As the days get longer and summer finally approaches, there is nothing better to
do on a hot, humid, starlit night than go to
the movies with friends. In theaters now,
there are many new films worth seeing.
One of the films now showing is Neighbors, starring Seth Rogan and Zac Efron.
Rogan, known for acting, producing, and
writing such movies as Superbad and
Knocked-Up, portrays Mac Radner, a
father of a young family that was “fortunate” enough to have a frat house move
right next door. Efron, best known for his
role in High School Musical, plays Teddy
Sanders, one of the leaders of the mischievous fraternity. As one could imagine, the
ensuing plot ensues creates an audience
filled with laughter. Jordin Sirody ’16 described the film as “really funny, really
inappropriate, and raunchy.” She went on
to say that she would recommend it to others, as long as they were not planning on
seeing it with a younger sibling or older
family member.
If you are looking for something a

bit more family friendly, The Amazing
Spider-Man 2 is a better choice. Andrew
Garfield, best known for his role in The
Social Network, plays Spiderman for the
second time in this sequel to The Amazing Spiderman. This film introduces new
villains, as well as major actors that have
never been seen in major Spiderman movies before. For example, Jamie Foxx, famous for his roles in Django Unchained
and The Soloist, plays Electro, one of the
new villains. Comic book enthusiast Max
Gold ’15 said, “I liked it a lot. I think they
particularly did a good job developing the
characters and portraying them in a new
light.” Additionally, the special effects
greatly assist in enhancing the story-line.
Another Marvel sequel in theaters now
is Captain America: The Winter Soldier.
This film continues the adventures of Captain America, played by Chris Evans, best
known for his roles in several different
Marvel films. The plot covers the action
packed events that follow after the end of
The Avengers.
“I thought it was one of the best Marvel
movies since The Avengers,” avid Marvel

Glen Wilson/ Universal Pictures/MCT

Zac Efron stars in the new comedy Neighbors, directed by Nicholas Stoller.

fan PJ Yerman ’16 said . “I thought it was
like a great conspiracy thriller from the
1970s. After this movie, I think Captain
America’s shield is up there with Thor’s
hammer, Iron Man’s suit, and Spiderman’s
web shooters as one of the coolest tools
that superheroes use.” With this film, Cap-

tain America has moved up the ranks of
superhero fame and popularity.
Whether it’s to get a good laugh, be
amazed by special effects, or simply just
to kill some free time, everyone should
go see at least one of the great films in
theaters now.
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Divisions unite to create
annual all school art show
by Nikita Shtarkman ’16
The annual All School Show has finally
blossomed throughout the Arts Center.
For the past few weeks, the gallery and
its adjacent hallways have been filled with
art from various grades. Teachers from
numerous classes have compiled their students’ work to present as one exposition.
“The All School Show is an important
tradition in the Art Department,” Upper
School arts teacher Christine Tillman said.
“Like the Holiday Assembly, it’s one of
the few places all three divisions come
together—and it’s fun that it’s a monthlong exhibition.”
This show was established to display
students’ artistic talents, as well as to give
some experience to the artists. This is often
the first time students have their personal
work exhibited. High school students also
learn about the behind the scenes work
of exhibits, as they are fully involved in
the setup, having to hang up and compose
their pieces on the wall. “Even though
I only have a small piece in the jewelry
case, it’s still a really great opportunity
to display what we’ve been working on
to the rest of the school,” Aerin Abrams

’16 said.
The creation of the gallery starts with
the Gallery Committee, which brainstorms
10 or more ideas for themes. These themes
are then presented to the arts faculty, who
vote on the most interesting or creative
theme. Grace Croley ‘15, a member of
the committee, said that “the possible
themes ranged from really concrete, like
machines, to more abstract, like ‘elephant
in the room.’”
The plan for the show is communicated to every arts teacher so that they
can model their assignments and projects
around that theme. Last year, the chosen
theme, “Stories or Narratives,” led to artistic pieces influenced by fairy tales and
other literary works. This year, the chosen
theme was “Magnificent Machines.”
“We thought that machines would be an
idea that would generate unique art across
all of the grade levels,” said Helen Moos
’16, another member of the committee.
Each teacher interpreted the theme differently. The Lower School contributed an
army of their unique block machines, created with glue, hammers, nails, and screw
eyes, most of which are functional, holding pencils and paperclips. Ann Haney’s
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photo by K. Kouwenhoven ’15
Lower School contributions to this year’s All School Show included block machines made with glue, hammers, nails, and screw eyes.

Middle School class personified inanimate
objects, creating the sentimental display
“Dreamlife of Tools.” Tillman decided to
have her students focus on the relationship between man and machine, which
prompted her Illustration class’ creative
household appliance robots. Ruby Miller
‘16 hoped that her “sexy vacuum cleaner”
provoked viewers to look “at the user as
much as the object.”
Not all pieces in the gallery are required to follow the theme. Some high
school classes have their unrelated work

displayed. Garry Cerrone’s jewelry class
contributed a podium that contains an
adorned tree branch. Covered in chains,
earrings, and necklaces, the contrast between the dark wood and the bright metal
create a powerful atmosphere. Near it
stands a wall of photos, taken by Janna
Rice’s Darkroom Photography class.
These pieces vary from powerful and
profound to quirky and lighthearted. The
aforementioned artistic pieces are only a
fraction of the incredible full gallery body
of work.

Mad Men created a wave of nostaglia for the 1960s
by Nikki Haririan ’15
When a show becomes so influential
that its very name becomes an adjective,
it’s hard to ignore the massive impact
that show has made on pop culture. This
is the case with AMC’s Mad Men. Mad
Men has become synonymous with the
60s, the period in which the show is set.
Matthew Weiner, the mastermind behind Mad Men and a former attendee of
our dear Park School, has created
a cultural movement in addition to a show that attracts
accolades like a magnet.
Mad Men helped
open up the success
and return of period
pieces in modern
television. While
many shows have
tried to ride on the
heels of Mad Men’s
success, most fall flat.
The three biggest shows
that attempted to

replicate Mad Men’s appeal are ABC’s
Pan Am, NBC’s The Playboy Club, and
Showtime’s Masters of Sex.
Pan Am and The Playboy Club, both set
in the 60s, followed two disparate groups:
Pan Am stewardesses and Playboy bunnies, respectively. Both were released in
2011, during the almost 18 month gap between Mad Men’s fourth and fifth seasons,
and seemed to be weak attempts by the
major networks to cash in on the allure of
the ’60s that Mad Men had in full swing.
However, Masters of Sex has done a
much better job of what Pan Am
and The Playboy Club failed
at. Set in the ’50s, the show
follows Dr. William Masters and Virginia Johnson,
played by Michael Sheen
and Lizzy Caplan, in their
famous study of sexual response. It’s easy to see the
parallels between Masters
and Men: both period pieces
follow a man who excels in
his field and his female assistant/secretary who

becomes his protégé; both focus more on
character development than on fast paced
and continually changing plot lines made
to create drama; and both even share a
similarly dark cinematography.
It would be impossible to discuss the
impact Mad Men has had on society without discussing its fashion. Janie Bryant,
the costume designer of the show, has
sparked a wave of fashion lines inspired
by the sixties. High fashion brands such as
Michael Kors, Prada, and Vera Wang have
cited Bryant as a huge inspiration for some
of their retro-fashioned lines. Bryant’s
style even earned her deals with Brooks
Brothers for a limited edition “Mad Men”
suit and with Banana Republic for a Mad
Men-inspired line called “Back to Work.”
But all of Mad Men’s success and subsequent impact on pop culture leads us to
one question: Why? Why has this show
created the name for itself that it has?
The’60s is a period about which many
Americans like to reminisce, may it be for
their own memories or the rich historical
events that occurred in the time, which help
viewers create a personal tie to the show.
In addition to that emotional tie, it’s easy
to find characters that you identify with
on the

show. While viewers may not be struggling with a cheating husband who isn’t
who he says he is, it’s easy for them to
identify with Betty Draper’s ennui and
apathy towards a life with no stimulation.
Most girls look up to Joan Holloway’s
strong and sexy confidence while relating
to the underdog qualities of Peggy Olson.
Men strive for the hollowed out mystique
and allure of Don Draper. The relation
between the viewers and the characters
is only intensified by the character driven
nature of the show, rather than a more
plot driven drama, like AMC’s other hit
drama Breaking Bad.
The emotional connection that ties
watchers of the show to the characters
in the show is what, in my opinion, has
made Mad Men such a hit. Men and
women find themselves linked to these
characters, which makes them want to
dress like these fictional people that they
view as a better version of themselves.
They see the actors of these characters in
other forms of media, and they’re drawn
to watch it just to see the specific actor
or actress. We, as a people, are attached
to what feels familiar, and Mad Men has
carved out a spot in all the hearts of its
viewers to make the show feel
like home.
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Spring teams expect marked improvement next year
by Sara Lerner ’15
Spring teams may have wrapped up
the season on the losing side, but players
expectation a stronger showing next year.
Boys’ Varsity Baseball finished the
season with a record of 3-10 in the Bconference. The Bruins triumphed over
Baltimore Lutheran twice, winning 11-7
and 16-7, and Annapolis Area Christian
School once, winning 7-3.
Jake Palumbo ’15 is in his second year
leading the team as captain. “We had a lot
of tough losses this year and faced a lot
of adversity,” he said, “but found ways to
always come back to practice the next day
eager to work on our faults. We’ve got a
good pool of talent for next season and it’s
my job as a captain along with the other
seniors to ensure that the team buys in and
realizes our potential. In order to achieve
success next season we must be willing
to commit ourselves to one another as a
team and get excited for the hard work to
come,” he said.
Despite not making the playoffs, the
team had a great season and showed enormous improvement, as evidenced by their
three wins. Micah Saltzberg ’15 said, “I’m
proud of our physical and athletic accomplishments, but much prouder of the team

bonds we formed.”
Next year the team will be senior heavy
and the freshmen and sophomores will
have had more time to develop into better
players. Alex Kalvar ’15 explained that
the team will need to focus on pitching
next season. “With the young talent we
have, producing runs was not our biggest
problem this year, but consistently finding
the strike zone was,” he said. “However,
over time, we should develop the ability
to hang tight with teams each game rather
than only having three wins each year.”
The team is prepared to work hard and
is expected to be much stronger next year.
“Everyone on the team understands that it
will take hard work and dedication to get
there. I know the guys are already excited
for next season and to continue to grow
stronger as a team,” Palumbo said.
Girls’ Varsity Softball returned after
a one -year hiatus due to a lack of interest
and players. They were competitive in the
C-conference this season, finishing 4-10.
The Bruins were victorious over Oldfields
twice, winning 14-6 and later 35-11, and
over St. Vincent Pallotti 13-7. The team
made it to the quarterfinals after beating
Beth Tfiloh 19-16 in the opening round
of the playoffs. Unfortunately, the Bruins

fell to Roland Park Country School in the
quarterfinals 21-2 after five innings.
Despite only winning four games, the
team had an extremely successful season.
The softball team surpassed any expectations on how they would perform this year
and thrived under the leadership of cocaptain Chloe Ring ’15. Ring described
making it to the playoffs as “mind blowing.” Margot Bailowitz ’17 said, “As a
first year team none of us were completely
sure what to expect and being in the playoffs, I think, helped us feel as if our work
really did pay off.” The softball program
will surely be even stronger next year and
with experienced players will have even
more success.
The Tennis team, led by long-time
coach, Brendon Travis, finished its season
0-8 in the very competitive A-conference.
Max Gold ’15 won the only match, which
was a highlight of the season. While the
team didn’t tally any wins, their skill set
grew immensely and, according to Thomas Robbins ’15, they were “humbled by
the opposition.” The team will remain in
the A-Conference for next year and depending on how they perform will either
remain where they are now or move down
to the B-conference.

Faces in the Crowd
Daniel Budai ’15

by Sophie Bailowitz ’15

Instead of dribbling a soccer ball or cradling
a lacrosse stick at sports practice, Daniel Budai ’15
is much more likely to be found with a fencing blade in
hand. After seven years of competing in the U.S. Fencing
Association, Budai is one to look out for in the many nationwide
tournaments in which he participates.
“There’s a rating system of six different ratings, so that the better
fencers will be seeded higher than others,” Budai said. “Those ratings
will be with you throughout your whole fencing career, so they’re really
marks of your accomplishments.”
Fencers with the rating of A are at the highest level, followed by B,
C, D and U. After placing sixth out of 84 contestants in a Minneapolis
tournament, Budai’s rating moved up to a C.
“It’s really neat to see people from all over the country show
off their skill,” Budai said. “It’s mentally challenging as well as
physically challenging, because you and your opponent are
both trying to convince the referees who judge the event
that you are in control of the competition you’re
in, and the individual battle that you’re in.
There are a lot of mind games.”

This Just-in

It’s off-season,
so get to work
by Justin Wyda ’15
Before I begin my inaugural “This
Just-in” column, I would
like to introduce myself. I
am a rising senior and have
attended Park since
kindergarten. I play
soccer, basketball,
and lacrosse for the
Bruins and live and
breathe Park athletics. I am an avid
Ravens and Orioles fan and also have
a penchant for the NBA, world soccer,
and college sports. I thoroughly enjoy
attending sporting events, cheering on
my teams, and fervently discussing
anything sports related. I am utterly
captivated by the vast world of sports
and I wish to share this passion and zeal
with you.
In this column, I want to discuss the
pending offseason. Summer, for me,
has always been a sort of wasteland for
sports. Don’t get me wrong, I love baseball, but as the weather turns hot and
mid-summer rolls around, America’s
pastime seems to lose its luster. Yet,
the lull in professional sports serves its
purpose. This is the time for athletes to
hit the weights, pump some iron, put
on their running shoes, or perfect their
shot or swing.
You can bet that all the great athletes
will be working tirelessly in the hot
summer sun to improve their game. Not
to be cliché, but practice does make perfect. The truly great athletes of our time,
the Kevin Durants and Peyton Mannings, have ferocious work ethics; the
time they put in during the offseason,
often devoted to their weaknesses, is
the driving force behind their greatness.
This work ethic transcends all levels of sports, from professional to high
school. The kids who work the hardest
and put in the extra time in the offseason while other “athletes” are being
couch potatoes are often the people
who encounter the most success on the
field. While there is nothing wrong with
relaxing on the beach, offseason training is essential. It is hard, for sure, but
the satisfaction that comes from getting
stronger, faster, and more consistent can
make summer workouts enjoyable.
When the season comes around
again, hard working athletes will reap
the benefits of their extra effort. They
will win the race to the ball, beat their
opponent down the field,finish stronger
down the stretch. As many high school
kids like to say these days, it’s time to
“turn up” for offseason training. So get
to work.

