
“THE HIRED GIRL” 
driving tour
Baltimore has changed dramatically since Joan Skraggs arrived more than 100 years ago. Some buildings 
have been preserved, while others have deteriorated or been demolished. Your imagination—plus the  
images linked to the driving plan—will help you picture the city in 1911. 

From the north, take I-83 to Exit 6, North Avenue, and go straight onto West Mount Royal Avenue. 
From the south, take I-83 to Exit 6, North Avenue and head west on North Avenue. Turn left on West 
Mount Royal Avenue.

Stop 1: Corpus Christi Church, West Mount Royal Avenue at Lafayette Street: 
Joan worshiped at the Gothic Revival-style Corpus Christi Church, which was con-

secrated on January 1, 1891 and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1978. The church is next door to the Beaux-Arts main building of the Maryland 

Institute College of Art, which was dedicated in 1908. Corpus Christi is notable for 
its Florentine mosaics on glass  windows that had a hypnotic effect on Joan.

Continue south on West Mount Royal.

Stop 2: Mount Royal Station, Mount Royal Avenue and Cathedral Street:  Joan 
Skraggs arrived at this Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) passenger rail station, which was 
built in 1896. Service ended in 1961, but in 1964, the Maryland Institute College of 
Art purchased the station and converted it to galleries and studios. The station’s clock 
tower was a landmark in Baltimore’s early 20th century skyline.
Continue on West Mount Royal and turn right onto Maryland Avenue (at the University of Baltimore).  
Continue south on Maryland Avenue, turn right on Fayette Street, then right on Howard Street.

Stop 3: Howard Street Shopping District, 201 and 210-218 Howard Street, 
between Lexington and Franklin: For decades, Howard Street was known as Bal-

timore’s Fifth Avenue. In 1911, when Joan shopped at Rosenbach’s, there was Hut-
zler Bros. (a founding family of Har Sinai Congregation, where the Rosenbachs 

belonged), Hochschild Kohn (whose family boasts five generations of Park students, 
including members of the first graduating class and a current student, and two presi-

dents of the school’s Board of Trustees), and Stewart & Co. Those Howard Street 
stores have all closed, but signs of Stewart’s (201 N. Howard Street—see the name 

carved into the top of the building and on the south side of the structure) and Hut-
zler’s (210-218 N. Howard Street—etched above the doors) remain.  

Continue north on Howard Street to the 500 block.

Stop 4: Academy of Music, 516 N. Howard Street: Joan attended the opera at the 
Academy of Music with David Rosenbach. The academy was constructed in 1874 to 
house a grand concert hall, opera house, and theater. The many-frescoed arts center 
with its marble entry was demolished in the late 1920s and replaced by the Stanley 
Theatre. The site is now a parking lot.  
Continue north on Howard Street. Turn left on Madison Street and turn right on Eutaw Street. At Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd., bear left. Cross Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. to stay on Eutaw Street. At Dolphin Street, 
Eutaw Street becomes Eutaw Place. 



Stop 5: Phoenix Club, 1505-1507 Eutaw Place: The Phoenix Club was a center 
of fashionable German-Jewish social life. Founded in 1886, its first home was at 118 

Park Avenue. When larger facilities were needed for a growing membership, a new 
building was constructed on Eutaw Place in 1892. On March 18, 1912, members of 

the club attended “a meeting for the purpose of arranging for the organization of 
The Park University School, A Non-Sectarian School for Boys and Girls.” The club 

closed in the 1950s and the property was sold to The Amalgamated Clothing Workers. 
The union tore down the building and constructed its headquarters in 1963, which 

now houses the Freddie Gray Empowerment Center. 
Continue north on Eutaw Place.

Stop 6: Marlborough Apartments, 1701 Eutaw Place: Anna Rosenbach Friedhoff 
and her family lived at the Marlborough Apartments. The 11-story landmark opened 
in 1906 and was one of the first Baltimore buildings to have electricity. It had 96 
suites, some of which had as many as 10 rooms. The building was home to Etta and 
Dr. Claribel Cone, who bequeathed their extensive collection of Impressionist art to 
the Baltimore Museum of Art. The Marlborough now provides federally subsidized 
housing for the elderly and is undergoing renovations. 
Continue north on Eutaw Place.

 Stop 7: Rosenbach Home, 1700 and 1800 blocks of Eutaw Place: After arriving 
in Baltimore, Joan found herself alone and unhappy on Eutaw Place, a boulevard of 

elegant homes divided by a median of beautiful gardens with fountains, sculptures, 
and benches. Author Laura Amy Schlitz imagined that the Rosenbach house 

resembled those on these blocks. Residents have maintained the historic exteriors and 
integrity of the homes. 

Turn right on Robert Street and right on Bolton Street.

Stop 8: Har Sinai Congregation, 1700 Bolton Street at Wilson Street: In the 
1890s, the Jewish community and its synagogues began moving north from East Balti-
more. The Rosenbach family attended Har Sinai Congregation, which was dedicated 
on September 28, 1894. The building, which later became home to the Cornerstone 
Baptist Church, was destroyed by fire in 1969.The site is now the F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Park, named for the author who lived at 1307 Park Avenue from 1933-35. Nearby 
synagogues constructed in that period are still standing—Baltimore Hebrew (1901 
Madison Avenue) and Oheb Shalom (1307 Eutaw Place). By the 1960s, all three of 
these Reform congregations would follow their members to northwest Baltimore.
Turn right on Wilson and right on Eutaw Place. Eutaw Place ends at Druid Park Lake Drive.  
Turn left on Druid Park Lake Drive and right onto Swann Drive, the entrance to Druid Hill Park..

 Stop 9a: Druid Hill Park: Joan spent much time in Druid Hill Park. The 746-
acre public park, designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, is bordered by the Jones Falls 

Expressway (1-83) to the east, Swann Drive and Reisterstown Road to the west, Druid 
Park Lake Drive to the south, and Druid Park Drive to the north. A large portion 
of the park’s land was originally an estate named Auchentorlie, owned by George 
Buchanan, one of the commissioners responsible for the founding of Baltimore 
in 1729. The park was dedicated by Mayor Thomas Swann on October 19, 1860. 

Since its establishment, the park has been the center of outdoor entertainment for 
Baltimoreans. It is included on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Explore its many acres by car or foot. 



Stop 9b: Druid Hill Park Meadows and Mr. Mac: The lawns of Druid Hill 
Park were “cut” by sheep under the supervision of shepherd Mr. Mac. In written 

recollections in the Park School archives, one alumnus relates how he and his brother 
spent time with Mr. Mac in the park.

Stop 9c: Druid Hill Park Boat Lake:  Joan’s romantic fantasies included 
rowing with Mr. David in Druid Hill Park. The boat lake, located in what is now  
The Maryland Zoo, was created in 1865. There was boating in the spring and summer 
and ice skating in the winter. The boat lake became a part of the  zoo’s waterfowl 
exhibit more than 50 years ago.

 Stop 9d: The Baltimore Zoo (now The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore): Joan 
takes young Oskar to the zoo, where he is entranced by the boa constrictor, while she 
is more interested in the sea lions and bears. The zoo was founded in 1876 by an Act 
of the Maryland General Assembly that called for “a zoological collection within the 

limits of Druid Hill Park for the purpose of public exhibition for the instruction and 
recreation of the people.” It is the third oldest zoo in the United States.

Return to your entry point at Swann Drive and turn right on Druid Hill Park Drive. Follow the road around 
the edge of the park to Liberty Heights Avenue. Make a U-turn on Liberty Heights to Auchentoroly Terrace.

Stop 10: The Park School, 3436 Auchentoroly Terrace: Joan looked forward 
to attending the new school—The Park School of Baltimore—which opened in 1912 
at what is now 3436 Auchentoroly Terrace. Her education, based on the progressive 
ideals of John Dewey, would include algebra, Latin, ancient history, art, English 
literature, and creative expression. Named for its proximity to Druid Hill Park, The 
Park School is now located in Baltimore County, at 2425 Old Court Road.  

To learn more about the history of Park School and 
Baltimore City, particularly the Bolton Hill and Reservoir Hill 
neighborhoods, consider the following online resources:

100: The Park School of Baltimore 1912-2012: http://www.parkschool.net/files/    
   park100fppforweb02-28-2013.pdf.
Druid Hill Park: http://explore.baltimoreheritage.org/tour-builder/tours/show/id/15#.          
   VcJ4LPlVhHx and http://www.baltogreenmap.org/pdf/druidhill_mapside_2010.pdf.
Bolton Hill: http://www.boltonhill.org/neighborhood/n_history.htm.
Reservoir Hill: http://www.reservoirhill.net/
Madison Park: http://test.statecenter.org/communities/madisonpark.
The Jews of Baltimore: An Historical Summary of Their Progress and Status as Citizens of  
Baltimore from Early Days to the Year 1910: https://archive.org/details/jewsofbaltimoreh00blum. 
   This publication includes profiles of prominent community members (all men), advertisements     
   from Baltimore businesses, and information about services.

Or borrow books from the Park School Library. Ask a librarian for additional information.


