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A second Newbery for Laura Schlitz Indoor Soccer
Splendors and Glooms earns an Honor from the American Library Association
takes first
championship
by Sarah Cohen ‘14

photos by K. Kouwenhoven ‘15

Laura Schlitz, librarian for grades three to five, greets an
adoring crowd of students at an impromptu reception held
Monday, January 28, the day the Newbery Honor was announced.

If January is the season for
looking ahead and anticipating,
then February—it seems—is
the season for looking back and
appreciating. Bookended by the
Lombardi and the Oscar, this
month is all about recognition
and reward. That being the case,
it’s only fitting that the Park community should likewise have a
special accolade of its own to
celebrate now: librarian Laura
Schlitz’s recent Newbery Honor.
The Newbery Medal is sponsored by a branch of the American Library Association, and is
generally considered to be one
of the most prestigious awards
in the world of children’s literature. Every year, the Newbery
committee names one winner of
the Newbery Medal, and selects
a number of other titles to receive
Honors.
Schlitz won the Newbery
Medal in 2008 for Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from
a Medieval Village, and, this
year, received an Honor for her
Victorian-era thriller Splendors
and Glooms.
For Schlitz, this Honor marks
the culmination of a grueling
seven-year process—one that
took “a considerable gnashing
of teeth,” as fifth grade teacher
Sharen Pula described it.
When Schlitz first generated
the idea for the book, she pitched
the concept to art teacher Susan
Brown, who immediately recognized its potential. “She pitches
the idea, and I say, ‘you have
to write it. It’s a great book,’”
Brown said. “And that was my
refrain for seven years.”
But despite the excitement
and support of her colleagues,
it didn’t take long for Schlitz to
discover that the writing process
would be far from simple.

“The book came to me in images, not in plotlines,” she said.
“I knew certain things would
happen, but I didn’t know how or
why or when.” What ensued, as
a result, was a seemingly endless
cycle of writing and revision. “I
almost wrote through process
of elimination,” Schlitz said.
“When something didn’t work,
I would just keep shuffling.”
And Schlitz kept shuffling
for several more years until she
finally grew impatient with the
process, scared that she would
never find a way to tie up all of
the story’s intricate threads. “I
felt profoundly discouraged,”
she said. “It bewildered me. I
kept not being able to understand.”
Unsure of how to proceed,
Schlitz turned to current Upper
School Prinicpal (then English
teacher) Kevin Coll. “I was so
stuck, and I had a letter from my
editor with a long list of things
that were wrong or problematic,
so I had Kevin help me,” she
said.
Coll read the manuscript, and
posed three thoughtful questions
to Schlitz—questions that ultimately guided her throughout the
rest of her writing. “I still worship Mr. Coll,” she said. “I have
no idea how he did it.”
“It had nothing to do with
me, and everything to do with
the book,” Coll said. “She was
working at a really really deep
level. So it was all there, and I
just helped out with the structure.”
When Schlitz did finally finish the book, which she rounded
out with dedications to both Coll
and Susan and her husband Tom
Brown, it was released to widespread acclaim—so much so that
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by Idris Mitchell ‘14
Girls’ Varsity Indoor Soccer
won the B Conference championship February 9, making them
the first Centennial champions of
this school year. (JV Boys’ Basketball became the second. See
article p. 13.)
This championship win was
the fulfillment of a journey that
began a little over a year ago
for some team members—dating back to the 2011-2012 fall
soccer season—but for most,
it began this past August. The
Girls’ Varsity Soccer team was
an experience-driven, chemistryladen team that made it to the
championship game at Stevenson University only to lose in a
penalty-shootout decision to Mt.
Caramel.
Winter rolled around, and 13
athletes joined the indoor team,
all of whom had been members
of the outdoor Varsity Soccer
team a month earlier. It was an
ideal situation for the coaching
staff comprising head coach
Anand Thakker, and assistants
Jeff Jennings, Malick Mbengue,
and Jeff Zerhusen, all of whom
had helped coach the Girls’ Varsity Soccer squad to their successful season.
The indoor team—seven seniors, two sophomores, and four
freshman, led by senior captains Becca Kolodner, Rebecca
Schwartz, and Sofie Rudin—
earned the top spot in the league,
dwarfing the competition, and
ending with an undefeated record, tying just one game.
That one team was Roland
Champions continued p. 16
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Pressure cooker

Coffee fueled all-nighters, sleeping in the commons, spending
G and X block in the library and stumbling in and out of classes
aren’t all that typical for Upper School students. But, for two
weeks at the end of the semester these practices become habits,
the Starbucks at Quarry Lake seems a God-send and a good night’s
sleep is out of the question. As mid-year assessments pile up,
students are slammed with history essays, English portfolios, lab
reports, math tests and language projects. They spend nights at
their computers and mornings printing out papers or swapping late
night stories. Our end of semester seems harder than one based
on exams. There’s no study guide and no time limit, so students
are under constant pressure to complete in depth and unique assignments for each class.
We’ve all heard our friends moan about their workloads, and
have done so ourselves. So, in lieu of writing the inevitable theend-of-semester-is-too hard editorial, Postscript editors decided
to take a different approach. What’s the end of semester like for
teachers? Do they think a crunch exists? Do they feel pressure
when writing grades and comments for 100 or so students? If so,
what can or should be done to make this time of year easier for
students and teachers alike?
History teacher Daniel Jacoby doesn’t feel much pressure when
writing end of semester comments or grading papers. Of course
he thinks it’s a busy time, but just part of the cycle of the year.
For Jacoby, the real stress comes in April when term papers are
due. Others, like Spanish teacher Paul Villamore disagree. “I’m
extremely stressed, with tons of correcting and huge comments,
so that means entire weekends are eaten up,” he said.
According to Principal Kevin Coll, who taught English here
for 15 years, the end of semester is tough and even unhealthy
for teachers. In fact, when he had to grade final projects and
portfolios, Coll felt he could complete the work, “only if I pulled
all-nighters.” Students often echo this sentiment, feeling that the
only way to finish everything is to forgo sleep.
So, what’s the solution? One idea is to allow only semester
long classes to assign end-of-semester work. Some teachers in
year-long classes, like science chair Elliot Huntsman and Jacoby,
already try to do this, but enforcing it across the board might make
the end of the semester a little easier all around, giving year-long
teachers fewer papers to grade and allowing students to snag a
few more hours of sleep.
Additionally, Senate is currently working on a proposal to
move to an exam style schedule, which would include periods
to give students extra time to work or simply relax and catch up
on sleep. You can read about the details on pages 3 and 5 of this
issue. Some teachers are open to the proposal. “It might be an
easier way to end the semester,” English chair Patti Porcarelli
said. Still, she wonders if the schedule will actually change the
tenor of the school, where, “hysteria feeds hysteria.”
In fact, the pressure cooker that the end of semester creates,
where one friend complaining to another can have toxic results,
seems an issue in and of itself.“People amp each other up and
make each other more stressed,” Huntsman said. Jacoby also
doesn’t think scheduling changes will fix the problem, and would
go as far as to say that a new schedule will create its own problems. Rather, “the solution to the problem will be found in talking
about it,” he said.
Thus, it’s time for discussion. Students can’t spend the end of
semester watching Modern Family and Downton Abbey, but we
shouldn’t be up until 3:00 a.m. labeling Entomology collections
and compiling English portfolios either. Perhaps these discussions
will lead to serious scheduling changes, perhaps Senate’s proposal
will become a reality, or perhaps all year-long classes (as some
already do) can stop assigning end-of-semester work.
Whatever the case, students and teachers must work together
to determine what’s reasonable and what’s ridiculous, and find
a solution that ensures that good work and a good night’s sleep
can go hand-in-hand.

cartoon by Tymani Ratchford ‘14

Editors’ picks: time to read?
Between four extra-curricular

activities, sports practice and
homework, it’s rare that Upper
School students find time to read
anything outside of what their
teachers assign.
This seems a distinct departure from Lower and Middle
School, where independent reading was an essential part of the
curriculum. So, in the hopes of
getting you to relax with a good
book, Postscript would like to
offer a few of our favorites.

J.D. Salinger’s Franny and
Zooey reads like a more mature
Catcher in the Rye. Comprised
of a short story and a novella, it
explores a brother and sisters’ relationship and their emotions in
the wake of their older brother’s
suicide, as well as spirituality
and eastern religion.
As with anything by Salinger,
it’s chock full of angst and alienation. Still, the book is beautiful
and captures something essential
about the human experience.

Published in 1997, The Corner: a Year in the Life of an
American City, by David Simon
and Ed Burns is a grim and intense story about one year on a
drug corner in west Baltimore.
By zooming in, Simon and
Burns are able to explore urban
poverty in America, both telling
individual stories and attacking larger issues. Though nonfiction, The Corner reads like a
novel and will appeal to anyone
who enjoyed The Wire.
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Student Government seeks to improve semester’s end
by Ben Miller ‘13,
Student Council President
Student Government believes
that there is a problem with the
end of semester period at Park. It
is natural that the semesters’ last
weeks are the most intense period
of the school year, and the pressure associated with portfolios
and final projects helps prepare
us for the intensity of college and
the professional world. However,
it is common sense that the level
of pressure must have some critical value that is maximally productive for students, and any excess or deficiency in this regard
is a detriment to the educational
experience.
After much discussion, Student Government has concluded
that Park does not occupy this
ideal position on the pressure/
productivity spectrum. This is
not because the expectations are
too high, or because the number
of assignments is too great. The
end of semester period at Park is
just not structured in a way that
allows students to take full advantage of the challenges and opportunities that the school has to
offer. By adjusting the structure
of the end of semester period,
we can maximize educational

productivity without sacrificing
student well-being.
Student Government and
members of the faculty are in the
process of formal data collection
to better understand and quantify
the situation. However, under the
current system, it is clear that
the end of the semester leaves
many students overstressed and
exhausted—past the point of
personal growth and at risk for
physical, mental, or emotional
burnout.
After discussing this for several weeks, the Student Government has arrived at the following
proposal. Because the problem
is in the structure of the end of
semester period, and not with
the quantity or difficulty of the
assignments, we hope our proposal will be able to offer maximum benefit to the student body
without sacrificing any academic
expectations or rigor.

The Proposal
For each of the last six days
of the first semester, one class
block would be replaced by a
work period. During this work
period, students would have
time to meet with teachers, collaborate with partners, or pursue
their independent projects. For
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In this sample proposed schedule for the last six days of the first semester, one academic
block per day would be replaced by a work period (WP on the chart) to give both students and
faculty extra time to meet or complete projects and portfolios.

those who need to decompress,
Student Government and other
clubs would also offer activities
such as meditation and nature
walks. A sample schedule is
shown above (with WP indicating Work Period).
We believe that this schedule would make the end of the
semester more manageable and
productive for both students
and faculty. In addition to the
extra time to work on projects,
students would also have much
more time to meet with teachers
and discuss their work. The extra
time would also give more flexibility to students collaborating
on group projects.
The new schedule would
prevent more than two major
assignments being due on the
same day. This, combined with
the increased work time, would
hopefully prevent end of semester assignments from spilling
into the first week of the new se-

The more things change...

mester. This would give faculty
more time to review assignments
and write comments. Because
class periods would still meet
during their normal times, this
new schedule should not cause
conflict with part time faculty
or those who teach in multiple
divisions.
Because of the special schedule at the end of the year (due to
the athletic breakfast, yearbook
signings, etc.), this proposal
would only go into effect for the
first semester. However, if successful, it could serve as a model
to improve the second semester
as well.
We have already brought this
proposal to a meeting of department chairs, who provided
productive feedback. Over the
coming weeks, we hope to discuss this with each department
individually, to receive more
feedback and discuss details
pertaining to each subject area.

If you have any thoughts on this
proposal, please don’t hesitate to
contact any member of the Student Government or drop by one
of our Friday meetings.
As with many of our other
progressive policies, there is a
possibility that students may not
use these work periods as we
have intended. Park was founded
on the assumption that education
is a continuous process, a natural
impulse that can be fulfilled 24
hours a day. Just as we study a
diverse range of subjects, our education requires that some time
be devoted to social interaction
and undirected solitary thought.
If, during these work periods,
there are a few students outside
of the library, it is in line with our
greatest traditions to trust these
students’ understandings of what
is necessary for them to deal with
their workload and regroup to
take full advantage of what Park
has to offer.
2. 12/20/74, p.3

Reprints from the Postscript archives covering familiar topics
February 6, 1981, December 20, 1974, February 10, 1983
1. 2/6/81, p. 7

3. 2/10/83, p.1

Editors’ notes:
1. See the list of freshmen in the Girls’
first winter soccer team.
2. A timeless question: What does a “B”
grade really mean?
3. The end of the block schedule, that is,
until it returned.
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News in
Brief
Board cuts kindergarten tuition
Tuition for the 2013-2014 school year
will increase by 3.8 percent, pushing the
basic cost of an Upper School education
to $26,390. Middle School tuition will be
$24,900, with $24,440 for Lower School
grades one to five. While tuition for second year kindergarten will be $23,100,
first year kindergarten will see an $8,000
decrease to $16,000. Trip fees will be
included in the cost of tuition for Lower
School.		
The decrease in K-1 tuition aims
to bring Park more in line with peer
schools. According to Head of School
Dan Paradis, an Early Primary Enrollment Task Force was created in order to
assess how competitive the program was.
“We wanted to make sure we were not
in any way discouraging families from
applying for reasons that we could control,” he said.

Students awarded Golden Keys
Olivia Chalkley ’13, Maddy Riorda
’13, and Lorenza Ramirez ’14 received
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards February 8. The organization, founded in
1923, acknowledges creative work of
teens in the U.S.and Canada. Students
can receive a gold key, a silver key, or
an honorable mention for their work.
Chalkley won six awards for her writing. Riorda earned a gold key for her art
portfolio. Ramirez received three honors
for her writing.
“I was so surprised to see my name
listed three times,” Ramirez said. “Interestingly, all three pieces that won awards
had to do with Mexico, which made my
father especially proud.”
Model UN competes in conference
Every year, students in the Model
United Nations club attend the Ivy
League Model United Nations Conference (ILMUNC) in Philadelphia, sponsored by the University of Pennsylvania.
This year the conference lasted four
days, beginning January 24. Two chaperones and 25 Park students attended.
They worked to form proposals aimed
at helping their country prosper.
Specifically, most Park students acted
as delegates from Mozambique and/or
Hungary on large General Assembly
Committees. “I discovered how the UN
is run and specifically more about the issue of IDPs,” Thomas Robbins ’15 said.
Three students, Jake Palumbo ’15,
Tyler Lerner ’13 and Sophie Neiman
’13 were placed on small, faster-paced
crisis committees, rather than General
Assemblies.
Students had the chance to meet
people from all over the world and the
conference culminated with a delegate
dance.
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Larry Gilbert ‘67 announces retirement
by Sophie Bailowitz ‘15

After 40 years as a faculty member,
Middle School math teacher Larry Gilbert ‘67 will be retiring at the end of the
school year. Over the years though, he
has taken on many roles. In addition to
mathematics, he has also taught science,
coached soccer, basketball, and lacrosse,
coordinated seventh grade life skills and
many grade-level trips, and even started
and maintained the school archives for
over three decades.
“I have been quite lucky,” Gilbert
said. “Each morning, for the past 40
years, I woke up looking forward to
where I was going. Each day provided
new and exciting opportunities for me to
teach and to learn. These opportunities
came from interactions with the students,
faculty, and staff of The Park School.”
Gilbert has certainly made an impact
on the school, and students will have difficulty adjusting to his absence. “It will
be really weird without him,” Rachel
Wingrat ‘15, a former math student, said.
“I can’t even imagine what school will
be like. He’s such a staple at Park, and
he’s been here as long as anybody. I don’t
think that anyone will grasp the idea of
him leaving until he actually does.”
In addition to students, it will also be
hard for faculty to see him go. “It is wonderful to work with him,” Middle School
mathematics chair Betty Medalie said.
“He knows an amazing amount of math
and science, and he also knows so much
about athletics at Park. He is the quintessential Park alumni teacher who is the
essence of what the school is. When he
is no longer here, there will be a hole in
the department.”
Gilbert has also played a key role in
coordinating trips. “I’m not quite sure
how we’ll recover,” Middle School Principal Josh Wolf said, “especially in terms
of our trips. It’s sort of daunting to go
on his trips. They are always seamless,
but the amount of background and legwork that he does so that they will run
smoothly is incredible. Anytime you lose
someone that’s been here for a very long
time, it’s really tough, and with Larry,

Except for a few years when he was too young for school, and during college,
Larry Gilbert has spent most of his life at Park. Top left: Primary I (1955); top
right: senior photo (1967); bottom left: a new teacher (1974); bottom right:
earlier this school year. All photos courtesy Brownie.

the loss is even more profound. His retirement will have a huge impact because he
is involved in so many ways.”
Throughout his time at the school,
Gilbert has witnessed significant change.
“Park School has evolved since the day
I walked in the door,” he said. “Students
have changed, but there has always been
a unique quality about students and faculty at Park School that I have loved and
appreciated.”
Gilbert’s connection with the archives
is significant. Current archivist Michelle
Feller-Kopman notes that without Gilbert,
“there would be no Park School Archives.

What most people don’t realize,” she said,
“is how selfless his efforts were because
his archivist role was in addition to his
full-time teaching responsibilities. Larry
dedicated hundreds of hours of his free
time on evenings and weekends to care
for the Park Archives.”
Plans for retirement include volunteering at The Myerberg Senior Center,
at his synagogue, and “most importantly,”
spending more time with his family. “I
will [most] miss my interactions with my
students,” Gilbert said, “and in particular
my advisees. Those students and advisees
are very much part of my life.”

problem—especially for tenth graders.”
The idea to change the end of the semester has been on the table for a long
time, but the Student Government believed that the faculty wouldn’t be willing to adjust. After a conversation with
Dean of Students Traci Wright and Upper
School Principal Kevin Coll, President
Ben Miller ’13 and Lessing decided to
make a formal proposal to the faculty.
“Park’s heavy end-of-semester workload places an unproductive mental and
emotional burden on students,” reads the
document, which was presented to the faculty last week. “In this environment [of
little sleep and excess stress], students are
unable to do their best work or to take full
advantage of the educational opportunities

afforded to them.”
Lessing added that even if students
used this added time for relaxation or
a nap, it would still be beneficial. “The
problem isn’t that students are staying up
until 3:00 a.m., it’s that they’re staying up
until 3:00 a.m., then going to class, then
doing their extra-curriculars, and then doing their homework. It’s a vicious cycle.”
Over the coming weeks the Student
Government will review the feedback
from faculty to understand how the possible changes would affect each department.
“This is a process,” Miller said, “and
there is a lot of legwork to be done, but
hopefully we will be able to pass it for
next year.”

Senate introduces end-of-semester proposal

by Quinn Salditch ‘13
In an effort to make the end of semester easier, the Student Government has
proposed a new end-of-semester schedule—one that would create less stress for
the students, but at the cost of one class
period for each of the six blocks, during
the last week of the semester.
The proposed schedule would allow
for classes to meet at their regular times,
but one class period a day would be replaced with a work period. These added
free blocks would give students time to
work on independent and partner projects
or talk with teachers.
“The end of the semester is tough,”
Vice President Ryan Lessing ’13 said,
“and senators have long agreed it’s a
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photo courtesy Pete Hilsee

Left: Stephen Glassman ’68, Billie Garner-Brown ’62, and Daniel Gorham ’04 spoke (or sang) at the annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. assembly January 9. Glassman and Garner-Brown described their years in school as they encountered prejudice.

photo courtesy Pete Hilsee

MLK Day Assembly:

Above: Gorham, currently a performer at Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster, PA, is accompanied by B. Acheson ‘15.

Alumni describe the struggles of changing times
by Melanie Weiskopf ‘15

On January 9, the Upper School celebrated Martin Luther King, Jr. Day by
inviting inspiring alumni to speak at assembly. The speakers included Billie Garner-Brown ‘62, the first black student to
graduate from a Maryland private school,
and Stephen Glassman ‘68, a gay student
who went to Park at a time when homosexuality was not accepted in society. In
between their presentations, Daniel Gorham ‘04 sang songs about social change.
In the assembly, Garner-Brown shared
her experiences at Park dealing with setbacks because of her race. “She was really
an icon and someone who broke the color
barrier for us,” Upper School Dean of Students Traci Wright said. “Her story can
encourage all of us to think more broadly
about people in their fullness. It seems

like she made the best of her time at Park,
though she was not included as much as
she would have liked to have been.”
Garner-Brown confirmed the social
struggles she went through. “I didn’t have
any friends. Even if we were friends in
school, I didn’t talk to them outside of
school. There was no social life at Park for
me. I knew they were partying and having
a good time on the weekends, but I never
knew when or where. And they never
talked about it around me,” Garner Brown
said. “The inter-racial mixing thing was
really frowned upon. Letting me into the
school was one thing, but socializing with
me was another thing. They weren’t trying
to break down any barriers.”
Hearing a personal story about how
hard it can be to fit in made many students
feel more obligated to ensure that everyone feels socially secure at school. “It’s a

story of ignorance and lack of exposure,
so I think we really need to work hard to
push beyond that,” Wright said.
Garner-Brown gave this advice: “We
should all reach out and treat everyone
fairly. You know when someone is in distress, whether it be in school or by a classmate or friend. We should always reach
out and see if there’s anything we can do
for that person,” she said.
“As a black student, I think her story
still relates,” Kelsey Parks Smith ‘13 said.
“Park is still working on being a comfortable place for everyone: all races, all
genders, that kind of thing.”
After Garner-Brown told her story, the
Upper School listened to Glassman speak
about his experiences as a gay student
graduating from Park in 1968. During his
time here, there was a lot of prejudice and
hatred towards gay people, which accord-

Fans celebrate Schlitz’s Newbery
Newbery continued from p. 1
it was featured in the New York
Times Sunday Book Review. But
even before the press coverage,
both students and faculty alike
saw that this book was destined
for success.
“It’s really good and very well
written,” Alyssa Saltzberg ’17
said. “Her descriptions are rich
and the characters seem real.”
“To me, the sign of a fine piece
of literature like this is when I’m
reading it and I can just see it
in my mind,” Pula said. “With
Laura’s writing, I don’t have to
re-read it. I get it the first time,
and that’s because she is such an
amazing wordsmith.”
“No book, and I mean no
book, has ever made me laugh as
hard or cry as hard as Laura’s,”
Coll said. “The forces, the character forces, are titanic.”

In light of her novel’s success,
Schlitz had been nervously waiting for the announcement of the
2013 Newbery decisions. “I think
I was obsessing over it all weekend,” she said. When Schlitz did
finally receive the long-awaited
phone call—which, as per committee tradition, was delivered
from all of the committee members together on speakerphone—
she was ecstatic.
“I started sobbing,” Schlitz
said. “I asked [the committee
leader] if he would kiss everyone in the room for me. I was so
excited and happy.”
Based on the crowd at the January 28 celebration in Schlitz’s
honor, it seems that the entire
community is, indeed, as excited as Schlitz herself. Around
50 students, parents, and faculty
members gathered in the library
hallway to eat celebratory cake,

and toast a tiara-adorned Schlitz.
“I remember her talking particularly about the trouble she
was having writing this book,”
said Adam Lessing ’15, who attended the event. “It’s great to
see it win this honor,” he said.
Looking ahead, Schlitz does
have plans for future novels currently in the works, much to the
delight of her fans. “I think she
has many, many wonderful stories and books in her,” Pula said.
“I look forward to whatever she
creates.”
For the time being, though,
Schlitz is more than content with
where she is in her literary career.
“Whenever I feel like I’m an
imposter, like I’m not really a
writer,” she said, “I know that I
can always go and look at the silver medallion, or at the spines of
the other books that I’ve written,
and I figure: I must be a writer.”

ing to human sexuality teacher Debbie
Roffman, made it very hard for Glassman
to be who he was. “He spoke at the assembly about being terrified that he would be
found out,” she said.
“I think that he helped broaden our
existing conversation by providing an
outside perspective and establishing a
comparison between the past and now,”
Christopher Mergen ‘14 said.
“I think probably most people, if not
everyone, has been singled out and treated
differently because of an identity characteristic within themselves. I think we can
all relate to prejudice and discrimination
and stereotyping,” Roffman said. “I think
that the assembly that we had was perfect,
because it combined Martin Luther King
Day with Park School history, which has
not always been what many people would
hoped it would be.”

Commentary
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Newtown massacre re-ignites debate on gun control
by Andrew Bahl ‘14

It seems that our nation has
finally become captivated by gun
control. The unthinkable slaughter of 20 children in Newtown,
Connecticut has created a highly
charged debate over whether the
proposed measures, such as a ban
on assault weapons, stricter background checks and improved
mental health laws, would stop
the kinds of mass murders that
we’ve seen in Newtown, Aurora,
and at Virginia Tech.
The time has indeed come for
significant gun control legislation. The only thing stopping this
is the reckless and self-serving
agenda being pushed by the National Rifle Association (NRA).
After remaining conspicuously
silent during the week following the shooting, the NRA held
a press conference where they
blamed everyone but the gun
lobby.
Wayne LaPierre, Vice President of the organization, insinuated that more guns (by way of
armed school guards), not fewer,
were the answer to such a tragedy, saying that “The only thing
that stops a bad guy with a gun
is a good guy with a gun.” LaPierre, and others who agree with
him, overlook several significant
arguments in making this ridicu-

Fang Zhe/Xinhua/ via Zuma Press/MCT

Former Rep. Gabby Giffords and her husband Capt. Mark Kelly testify during the Senate Judiciary Committee’s hearing on gun control in Washington D.C., Wednesday, January 30, 2013.

lous point.
First of all, we have seen horrific shootings occur in movie
theatres, shopping malls and
places of worship. Must we extend armed guards to those places as well, making everywhere
we go a reminder of violence
and armed conflict? Second, an
armed guard was present at Columbine High School, the site of a
1999 school shooting, and failed
to stop the killing of 14 students

and a teacher. In historical context, the NRA’s argument makes
no sense.
The only thing that can happen when more guns are added
to the equation is an arms race
towards more and more powerful weapons. The assault rifle
that Adam Lanza was carrying
when he entered Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newtown
was more powerful than a Glock
that would have been carried

by an armed school guard. By
increasing the role of school
guards, we would be effectively
forcing criminals to find more
powerful weapons to carry out
a horrific attack.
The only proper answer to
these mass shootings, which
have continued even in the
weeks following Newtown, is
legislation. The assault weapons ban, recently introduced in
Congress, is an excellent start.

discussed and solved, but there
are some positive benefits to the
extra clothing. At Park, athletics
are not the most important aspect
of the school. At other schools,
if someone is wearing a varsity
jacket, then he or she is seen
differently—as an athlete and
not just as an academic student.
Here, if you play a sport, that is
great, but that aspect of you does
not fully define you.
It’s great that students aren’t
judged based on whether or
not they play a sport, but I still
think the actions of the athletic
program should be seen as an
important part of school. When
students wear the extra athletic
clothing outside of school, there
is a sense of pride and accomplishment.
Besides representing the
school, the clothing gives the
team a sense of community and
helps strengthen the members’
commitment. When the tennis team is wearing team spirit,
there is a connection that brings

us closer. We all know that no
matter what, win or lose, we are
still a team. “I love Park sports
because the team aspect is really
important,” said Natalie Rudin
‘15, who plays Varsity Soccer,
both Indoor and Outdoor, and
Lacrosse. “Getting gear is a really fun way of showing that we
are all a unit.” Creating unity can
provide a confidence boost for
the players.
The most important concern
is the price of the clothing, and
whether there is pressure put
on athletes who can’t afford the
gear. As of now, each member
of the team pays for his or her
own apparel, but that only includes extra sports attire, not
uniforms. “Uniforms come out
of the budget,” said Athletic Director Robin Cardin Lowe. The
extra attire is “usually purchased
by the team,” she said. This additional clothing can get a little
pricey. “Light jackets can be anywhere from $35 to $50 dollars,”
said Cardin Lowe. Even though

$30 might not seem like a whole
lot of money, it still can affect
families.
Nevertheless, there are solutions. First of all, students who
can’t afford the extra clothing
can always talk to Cardin Lowe
or Athletic Director Ridge Diven; there is financial aid for kids
who need it. Still, the situation
can be uncomfortable, so members of the Athletic Department
and Head of School Dan Paradis
are discussing different options.
“Mr. Diven and I were thinking about buying jackets and
warm-up pants for the athletes,”
said Cardin Lowe, which would
be provided to team members for
the season. If a student plays a
fall sport, he or she will get the
gear for the fall season, and then
return the clothing. This idea
could work, but until then, there
are few actions that can happen
now to reduce the amount of
pressure.
There needs to be more regulation of the gear. Team cap-

Team gear fosters unity and is worth the cost

by Chloe Ring ‘15
Every year, students strut up
and down the hallways, with their
Nike varsity or junior varsity athletic clothing on. Whether the
piece of clothing is a sweatshirt
with a student’s name or number
on the back, or just a simple pair
of sweatpants, every athlete has
some type of team apparel.
I play varsity tennis and softball, but unfortunately those
teams don’t care too much about
athletic clothing. Other teams
can, and do spend a large amount
of money on additional clothing.
Even though there are some serious consequences that come with
buying costly extra gear, sports
teams should be allowed to buy
clothing under certain circumstances.
The big question about buying
gear is whether or not it puts unnecessary financial pressure on
athletes and their families. Of
course this problem needs to be

The ban would stop the future
manufacturing, sale, and transfer
of 157 different kinds of semiautomatic weapons and would
also ban ammunition magazines
of more than ten rounds. These
weapons are not mere hunting
rifles, but killing machines, and
should be kept on the battlefield
where they belong. Even card
carrying members of the NRA
have been calling for such a ban.
This ban, combined with other measures, such as expanding
background checks to all gun
purchases and enacting stricter
mental health screenings to prevent guns from falling into the
hands of the unstable, can make
our nation’s schools, shopping
malls and places of worship more
secure.
In the 1990s, Australia experienced a similar epidemic of mass
shootings. The government, instead of allowing itself to be bullied by a gun lobby consumed by
self-interest, started a buy-back
program of guns nationwide and
enacted laws to eradicate powerful weapons. The former Prime
Minister of Australia, John Howard, said in a New York Times
op-ed that “gun-related murders
and suicides fell sharply after
1996.” According to Howard,
“There has not been a single
massacre...since 1996.” We, as
a country, must follow this lead.

photo by L. Schoenberg ‘14

Wearing team apparel promotes unity, and is a source
of pride and accomplishment
for athletes.

tains should not decide whether
or not the whole team buys a
jacket or a t-shirt, coaches and
the athletic directors should be
more involved by communicating with parents, and the athletic
department should establish a
maximum price for the clothing
for each team. Most importantly,
costs need to be reasonable.
If the system of buying extra
clothing becomes fairer, then the
teams should be allowed to buy
the additional clothing.
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Opinions differ on
cursing in school
by Daniel Moskowitz ‘15
Let’s face it. We’re a little
bit different from most other
schools: we don’t have detention, we don’t have bells, students curse in and out of class,
and so do some of the teachers.
While some teachers may curse
in class, they represent only one
extreme; on the other end of the
spectrum are the teachers who
feel that cursing is unnecessary
and inappropriate in any school
environment.
No matter whether teachers
approve of cursing sometimes or
not, they all agreed that cursing
is never acceptable as a means of
attacking someone else. But the
line is less clear when it comes
to other uses of expletives.
“Cursing definitely gets your
attention,” said Stephanie Summerfield ’15 “unless you use it
all of the time.” And for some
teachers, this effect is a desired
one which they use to their advantage. If used too often, however, cursing will not retain its
ability to grab people’s attention
because it will not be any different from other words.
Ironically, this effect is perpetuated by the people who do
not approve of this, or any other,

use of cursing. By continually
referring to these words as “bad
words,” people who are against
cursing continue to put them on
a different level from the rest of
our vocabulary. “When someone
curses, I definitely notice it more
because it’s classified as something that some people view as
wrong and inappropriate,” said
Summerfield.
For some, however, cursing has more value than just its
ability to get people’s attention.
“You’re talking to the kids how
you would really talk to them,”
said visual arts teacher, Christine
Tillman. “I am the same person
here as I am other places…this
is another example of Park being
a come to the table as who you
are place.”
Tillman said that cursing, for
some teachers, is a way of having authentic conversations with
their students. But Upper School
French teacher Jenny Sorel, who
does not believe that cursing is
necessary or appropriate schools,
sees teachers cursing in a different light. “I don’t want to be part
of a school where there is constant cursing,” she said.
Sorel believes that cursing is
an easy way out of expressing
one’s emotions, and “there is
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language that’s richer or more
nuanced to express ideas . . .
[cursing] is generally ugly language.” But Sorel is not totally
against it. She says it’s a lot like
public displays of affection: it
does not belong in the hallways.
When people are cursing in private, Sorel is okay with it, but it
belongs out of the public view.
Unlike Tillman, however, Sorel
spends her time teaching students a new language. She said
perhaps she is more tuned into
cursing and how much power it

has because of this. And while
it is understandable that teachers would not approve of Upper
School students cursing, either
because they do not want younger kids to hear it or because they
do not want kids to come out of
here thinking they can drop the
F bomb whenever they want,
cursing does undoubtedly have
its benefits.
In Upper School, there is a
divide: some teachers approve
of cursing while others do not.
When asked what she thought

of this, Tillman said, “I think
it’s great!” In many ways, the
Upper School’s divide on cursing represents the real world:
there are places where cursing
is appropriate and others where
it is not. And by having some
teachers who feel both ways, we
are able to learn to think about
whether or not the use of colorful
language is appropriate for the
situation at hand. So no matter
what your views on cursing are,
Sorel is correct in saying, “language has power.”

Political buzzwords from this year’s election and why we should care
by Peter Coulson ‘16
Jury consultant and political
strategist Chris St. Hilaire tells
readers in his book 27 Powers
of Persuasion to “own the language.” The example he gives
is Starbucks, which has turned
“small” into “tall” and “cashier”
into “barista.” He writes, “Right
now, someone who needs caffeine is ‘making a Starbucks run.’
Starbucks doesn’t just have a recognizable brand; it owns the idea
of coffee.” This effectively sums
up what I want to write about:
political buzzwords.
A buzzword is a political
word or phrase used mainly for
the purpose of turning a complex, multifaceted issue into
terms of black and white. Just
as Starbucks owns the idea of
coffee, a successful buzzword
allows its user to own the idea
of what a specific word is chosen
to represent.
Both Republicans and Democrats use buzzwords, but Republicans have been most successful in, as St. Hilaire would say,

“owning the language.” In the
late 1990s, former Speaker of
the House Newt Gingrich wrote a
memo to members of Grand Old
Party Political Action Committee
(GOPAC), a group he chaired at
the time. The memo began, “As
you know, one of the key points
in the GOPAC tapes is that...
[language is] a key mechanism
of control used by a majority
party. Gingrich goes on to list
“Optimistic Positive Governing Words,” such as “choice,”

“common sense,” and “fair,”
and “Contrasting Words,” such
as “bureaucracy,” “liberal,” and
“permissive.”
Consider the terms “Obamacare,” and “death tax,” two
words which were created with,
more or less, the same intention.
One, however, was successfully
re-appropriated by the man it was
intended to smear, while the other’s meaning has remained the
same since its creation.
“Obamacare” was initially

used by President Obama’s critics as a pejorative term; personally, I suspect it was invented by
right-wing political consultants.
Think about it for a moment.
Doesn’t “Obamacare” imply
that it will be the president in
the examination room giving
you your prostate exam instead
of your doctor? As a conservatively inclined friend told me, “if
you have a disability, like one of
Glenn Beck’s daughters, the government is going to decide what
kind of care you’re going to get.”
Can you guess whose TV show
he got this tripe from?
Over the course of three years,
“Obamacare” went from a rightwing buzzword to a left-wing
buzzword, and it isn’t really all
that hard to figure out why. In
the Gingrich memo, one of the
positive words was “care,” which
the president himself pointed out.
“They’re right,” he said. “I do
care.” “Obamacare” successfully
went from meaning “death panel” to “Obama cares about you”.
To borrow a phrase from the
British, “death tax” is a differ-

ent cup of tea. It was coined by
Jim Martin, the founder of the
60 Plus Association, a sort of
conservative AARP. The 60 Plus
Association is very strict about
“death tax.” Employees who refer to it as the inheritance tax or
the estate tax have to pay a $1.00
fine, and for a good reason: political consultant Frank Luntz’s
research revealed a considerable
animosity to the “death tax,” but
little towards the “estate tax” or
the “inheritance tax.” In this case,
Republicans succeeded in owning the language, and “death tax”
has become the more commonlyused term. As a result, the estate
tax is very unpopular.
Politicians have never underestimated the influence that buzzwords can have, and as politics
becomes more and more sound
bite-driven, owning the language
becomes even more crucial.
In a country where people are
proud of the shortness of their attention spans, the ability to distill
a complex issue into a politically
charged word or phrase can be
incredibly powerful.
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The Centennial’s
unsung hero

by Hannah Blau ‘15
During this Centennial year,
most of us have learned something
new about our school’s history. But
what many of us don’t know is that
most of the information has been
uncovered by our archivist, Michelle Feller-Kopman.
Feller-Kopman, who holds a
Master’s degree in Information
and Library Studies, specializing
in Archival Administration, began
working at Park in 2008 and has
served as an invaluable asset to the
school ever since.
The job of an archivist entails
a variety of tasks. “Archivists are
responsible for organizing, preserving and providing access to historical records,” she said.
Before 2008, Middle School
math teacher Larry Gilbert ‘67
oversaw and added to the archives
for several decades. “He single
handedly cared for the archives and
collected new material even when
it wasn’t an anniversary, and not
as many people were paying attention,” Feller-Kopman said.
With the Centennial on the horizon, the need for a full-time researcher and record keeper became
apparent. “The school recognized
that there was going to be an increasing demand for archival records leading up to and during the
Centennial,” said Feller-Kopman,
“so I was hired to get a better idea
of everything in this collection, and
to facilitate access of everything in
the archives to the wider community.”
Feller-Kopman has played a
crucial role in the school’s Centennial recognition and celebration.
“There would be no Centennial
without Michelle,” Publications
Writer Julie Schwait ‘68 said.
“Everybody has been asking
her for stuff this year. We could
not have done 2-1-2 without her,”
Upper School Principal Kevin
Coll said. Feller-Kopman has also
provided pictures, documents, and
information for all of the special
exhibits in the main lobby, the hallway across from the Admission
office, the Davison lobby outside
of the theater, and in the athletic
center, as well as for the Centennial
magazine, which will be published
this spring.
Her other projects have included preserving a student film from
1936, and restoring the portraits
of former administrators Margaret
Fulton Coe and Hans Froelicher, Jr.
The archives themselves are located near the music practice rooms

in the Arts
Center. Although the
room was
originally
designated for arts
storage, it
has since
been renovated and
“designed
photo courtesy Brownie
specifically
to maintain the archives so they
will last a long time,” Schwait said.
Aside from reading and filing
old records, photographs, and artifacts in her specially designed office, “the past two years have been
all about the Centennial,” FellerKopman said. “People want to
know all about school facts.”
Sometimes, though, those facts
are not easy to find. “Not everything that one would want to be
here is here. Many historical collections come together in a haphazard
way,” she said.
Still, Feller-Kopman has found
pictures and documents relating
to Park that are from a variety of
different archives. “She is good
at tracking things down,” Schwait
said.
For Feller-Kopman, piecing together the facts from the school’s
opening is like working a puzzle.
For example, the school’s Board
of Trustees’ meeting minutes from
May 1913 indicate that there were
104 students enrolled at that time.
But, the text of a speech given several years later suggests there were
98 students enrolled on opening
day, September 30, 1912. Part of
Feller-Kopman’s job is to demystify contradictions like these, and
figure out what exactly happened.
This detective work has certainly
not gone unnoticed. “She is really
good at connecting the dots,” Coordinator of Centennial Publications
and Exhibits Hillary Jacobs said.
“And we have a lot of dots.”
Aside from paying attention to
the details of our past, Feller-Kopman also considers the future of the
school. “Part of my job is thinking about what questions the Park
community will be asking about 50
years from now and 100 years from
now. I spend a lot of time thinking about Park’s past, present and
future.”
With all of her work behind the
scenes, Feller-Kopman has played
an important role in the school’s
celebrations and events this year. In
Schwat’s words, “she is the unsung
hero of the Centennial.”
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Got cookies?

by Natalie Rudin ‘15

Nothing spreads around the Upper School more quickly than news
of the cookie jar being full. Whether it contains Oreo knockoffs or
Chips Ahoy, you can count on a consistent stream of students moving in and out of Mr. Coll’s office.
Mike McGill first brought the cookie jar to Park when he became
Principal of the Upper School in 1998. “The idea came from Holly
Hickler, a veteran, some might say legend, English teacher at The
Cambridge School of Weston, the school where I worked along with
Kirk Wulf before coming to Park,” McGill said. McGill adopted the
cookie jar when he became the Dean of Students at The Cambridge
School, and knew that it was something he had to bring along with
him to Park.
Both the cookie jar and McGill were quickly embraced by the
Park Upper School. “There was never any hesitation,” said current
principal Kevin Coll, reflecting on McGill’s arrival. “It very quickly
became an institution.”
The cookie jar is strategically placed in the principal’s office both
to “lure” students in, as Coll put it, and also as a way to “soften”
the principal’s image, according to McGill. But more than that, the
cookie jar has become an irreplaceable fixture in the Upper School.
“To be completely honest,” Coll said, “it was and is a tradition
that I had to consider when I became Head of the Upper School.”
The cookies create a sense of cheerfulness not only among the
students, but also for Coll, as well. Although he admits to occasionally eating some of the cookies, Coll enjoys the visitors that they
bring. “The best part of my day is when a student comes in to get a
cookie and stays to chat,” Coll said.
Coll has thought about putting other treats in the cookie jar, such
as candy (which has made an appearance) or clementines (which
have not yet made their debut), but these ideas were not well received. “The students are wedded to the cookies,” he said.
“The cookie jar is great, and as a new student it’s one of the
things that I have come to love,” Nikki Hararrian ’15 said. “My one
complaint would be that it’s not full often enough.”
The cookie jar has also become a hub for many practical jokes.
While McGill was still here, students once filled the cookie jar with
eggs for a farm-themed Brown and White Day. Another year, during
an under-the-sea themed Brown and White Day, McGill came in
to find his jar filled with goldfish crackers. The pranks were taken
to a new level last year when a group of students chose to turn the
cookie jar into a home for a real goldfish named Cheese Puff, who
lived there for several weeks before his premature death.
  Be it for snacks, for practical jokes, or for bonding time, this
cookie jar is, and has been, loved by many. During free blocks and
class breaks, students linger around the office, peering in through
the glass door to see if the jar is full. On days when it is, students
file in, take a cookie, say hello to Coll and go on their way, always
with smiles on their faces and days made a little bit sweeter.
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Reflecting on the experience of a lifetime
by Baylor Knobloch ‘14
On Saturday, January 19, a group of 32
high school students boarded a bus at 6:00
am in City College High School’s parking
lot. More so than we could have imagined,
this bus, later named “Gunther,” would
become our home for the next week.
Last spring, upon hearing the past
year’s participants reflect on the lifechanging experience, I decided to apply
for the 2013 Civil Rights trip. After many
hours of organization, pizza sales, fundraising, and grant writing, the first day of
our trip finally arrived.
Park has been running a Civil Rights
trip for the past 10 years, collaborating
with City College High School and City
Neighbors High School. This year marks
the first time the schools will be doing
two trips, one in the winter and one in
the spring.
I was fortunate enough to be a member of the group of students who, accompanied by chaperones from each of
the schools, embarked on the week-long
winter tour of the South, visiting the landmarks of the Civil Rights Movement and
meeting some of its committed activists.
“The true mission is to take a diverse
group of students from Baltimore to explore many of the sites of the Civil Rights
Movement, to expose them to the history
of the movement, how that movement affected America, and how that movement
is still alive today,” John Morrow, City
Neighbors social studies teacher and cofounder of the program said.
This year’s trip was particularly special because along with 2013 marking the
50th anniversary of the start of the Civil
Rights Movement, Martin Luther King
Day and Obama’s inauguration both took
place during the trip. We celebrated the
inauguration in the Southern Poverty Law
Center, a Montgomery-based foundation
that states it is dedicated to “fighting hate
and bigotry, and to seeking justice for the
most vulnerable members of our society.”
“Watching the inauguration there was
one of the reasons that the trip connected
to the present day for me, because a lot of
the topics that President Obama brought
up in his address really tied into what
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we’d been learning about and what we’d
been seeing in the museums,” Megan
Philippi ’14 said.
Other highlights of the trip included
visiting The International Civil Rights
Center in Greensboro, North Carolina,
The King Center in Atlanta, The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, The National
Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, attending a church service at The Ebenezer Baptist Church, walking across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, touring
Little Rock Century High School. Other
memorable experiences included hearing from activists such as Freedom Rider
Catherine Burks-Brooks and Dr. Sybil
Jordan Hampton, the first black student
to complete all three grades at Little Rock
Century High School.
“I like how we were able to fit in and
gain so much information in just seven
days,” Nikki Tabor ‘13, City College said.
“I feel like I took a college course in African American studies in the 20th century.
There was just so much I learned.”
In addition to touring all of the major
landmarks and museums associated with
the Civil Rights Movement, we also had
a day devoted to community service. We
saw the long-standing effects of racism
and oppression when visiting Simmons
High School and the Sunflower County

Freedom Project, both in the black areas
of racially divided, poverty-stricken counties in the Mississippi Delta.
This day, filled with hope in the face of
hardship, hit home the hardest with a lot
of us, and prompted us to reevaluate our
own lives. Many of us came away with
feelings of both guilt and gratitude, with
a new perspective on our own privileges
and opportunities. “I saw the poverty and
the unfortunate economic status that the
kids at Simmons are in, and how they still
strive and they still push through,” Devon
Floyd ’13, City College said. “I think that
it reminded me how blessed I really am
to have what I have, and to be thankful
for that.”
With such a comprehensive tour of
many elements of the Civil Rights Movement, both past and present, we certainly
had a lot of ground to cover in just one
week. This inevitably meant many hours
spent in our beloved Gunther, where we
passed the time by getting to know each
other, singing freedom songs, having
group discussions, watching documentaries, eating lots of snacks, and, of course,
napping.
“The bus was fun, especially when we
would all start singing, because I feel like
it really brought us together. It definitely
made us closer, and we got to interact with
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Students crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, the site of
the “Bloody Sunday” Marches in 1965.

everyone on the trip by sitting next to different people each time we were on the
bus,” Jess Schwartz’14 said.
At first, the chaperones enforced a rule
that we all had to sit next to someone we
didn’t know on the bus. Never again did
that rule need to be stated because, after
the first day of anxiousness passed, people
were always mixing between schools and
getting to know each other.
“Having different schools on the
trip allows different perspectives to be
heard, and it gives us the opportunity to
go through the experience together as a
united force,” Lia Adams, City College
’13 said. “It gives us the opportunity to
meet new people from different socioeconomic backgrounds, and compare those
situations to our own.”
As our group grew closer and experienced the Civil Rights Movement’s emotional memories and reverberations, we
also came to realize our role in today’s
world, and the responsibility that comes
with the privilege of being able to take
this trip.
“I think this trip has allowed us to realize that this torch of some sort, of freedom,
of love, of peace, has been given to us, and
it’s up to us to keep this fire going,” Will
Addison ’13, City College said. “We’re
meant to do something. Although it’s not
as bad now as it was back then, there are
still some underlying issues that we have
within our society that we can fix, and we
have the power. No more excuses.”
Hearing from speakers, particularly
Dr. Sybil Hampton, gave us the motivation and the courage to affect this sort of
necessary change in our lives. “I’m going
to try to speak up more and stand up for
what I believe in, even if it means standing
alone,” Beth Weisman ’14 said.
This determination and dedication to
tolerance is what we took away after a
week of self-reflection, tears, long bus
rides, laughter, late nights in motels, and
meeting new people in a completely different part of the country. I think Nyshai
Charles ’13, a student at City Neighbors,
spoke for all of us when he said, “This trip
changed my life, because now I’m looking
at life from a different point of view. I will
never forget it. It’s a blessing.”
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Balancing talent and fame in the race for an Academy Award

by Sabina Diaz-Rimal ‘12
As soon as the last summer flick has
bowed out and left us with its heartwarming yet predictable ending filled with clichés of love and hope, you can feel the
difference.
The wind becomes chilly. Film trailers are suddenly dramatic and introduce
themselves with laurel leaves and quotes
from reputable magazines and newspapers. Movie posters are decorated with the
names of prestigious directors and serious
method actors. People wander into movie theaters to be awed by meticulously
crafted cinematography. In other words,
it’s Oscar season.
There is commotion, with film critiques and movie blogs declaring their
predictions. But in the end, the purpose of
the Academy Awards is a bit ambiguous.
After all the bird-dogging and canonizing
of actors and directors, what we are left
with is nothing unexpected or unpredictable. Big names sweep the awards, while
small films with no influential supporters
are pushed aside.
It’s all about opportunity, and in the
end films with the most money to campaign usually win. Then again, there are
those actors and directors that deserve to
win regardless of reputation.
Keeping both talent and fame in mind,
here are my predictions for the 2013 Oscars.
Best Picture:
Lincoln. Steven Spielberg’s meticulous
attention to detail and authenticity, combined with the acting of Daniel Day-Lewis, Sally Field, and Tommy Lee Jones (to
name a few) make this film the ultimate
winner. Spielberg made sure everything

in this film was accurate. The actors
have an astonishing resemblance to
the actual historical figures. Lincoln,
over the five month period, ages
significantly. Rooms and props
are also exact replicas, down
to the ticking of the President’s fob watch.
Best Actor in a Leading
Role:
Daniel Day-Lewis for his
performance as Lincoln in Lincoln, hands down. Rivaling other
big names such as Hugh Jackman and Denzel Washington, the
British actor did not only have to
become an iconic American historical figure, losing his accent for
a high pitched timbre, but he also
had to perform long monologues in
one continuous master shot, riddled
with elusively relevant stories and
political details.
Best Actress in a Leading Role:
Emmanuelle Riva playing Anne
in Amour. The 85-yearold-actress will win out
of sympathy. Twentyone-year-old Jennifer
Lawrence and nineyear-old Quvenzhane
Wallis can’t compete
with her in terms of
seniority. Don’t
get me wrong,
her performance
as an elderly
woman being
cared for by her

husband after her numerous
strokes is heart-wrenching and
genuine, but age also helps.
Best Actress in a
Supporting Role:
Anne Hathaway
for her performance
as Fantine in Les Misérables. Some say
she’ll steal this win because of her fame and
popularity, and this is most
certainly a contributing factor, but her “I Dreamed a
Dream” was moving and
impressive. With a master
shot running for five minutes, Hathaway sings live
with snot and tears running
down her face. She deserves
the award for those five minutes alone.
Best Actor in a Supporting Role:
Tommy Lee Jones as Thaddeus Stevens in Lincoln. Still, this is
a category that
will be a fight to
the finish. Both
Jones and Philip
Seymour Hoffman
(in The Master) had
amazing
performances,
however, if the
Academy takes

a suggestion from the Golden Globes,
as it sometimes does, Christopher Waltz
(Django Unchained) has a legitimate
chance.
Animated Feature Film:
Brave. Pixar has grabbed most of the
wins since the creation of this category,
and for good reason. Their team’s previous feature films, such as Finding Nemo
and The Incredibles, are now considered
by some to be classics in animation. With
that kind of repertoire, Brave is an easy
win.
Cinematography:
Life of Pie. With the contrast of colors
in each scene and the wide angle shots of
open water and a sinking ship, Cinematographer Claudio Miranda will receive
the win for this fabulous film.
Best Song:
“Skyfall” from Skyfall by Adele Adkins and Paul Epworth. With Adele on
the ballot, this is a sure win for “Skyfall.”
There were some high expectations for
the young performer, but after successfully writing the theme song for the James
Bond franchise, Adkins and Epworth will
be able to collect this win.
Documentary Feature:
Searching for Sugar Man. This heartwarming story about the resurrection of
Rodriguez, a long lost singer and songwriter who, after more than 20, years gets
the recognition and fame he deserves, also
deserves to win the Academy Award.

Musicians seek additional studio electives in senior year

by Peter Califano ’14 &
Evan Semenza ‘14
Every May, when work from
the Senior Studio class fills the
Library and Arts Center hallways, it is astounding to see the
superb work that students have
produced.
A full-year course, Senior Studio offers serious visual artists
an opportunity to have structured
and regular time to work on independent projects of their choosing, culminating in an exhibition.

However, this is not available to
musicians.
Musicians would benefit
greatly from a music class in the
style of Senior Studio. While the
music department does offer opportunities for advanced music
students, such as Goldsoundz,
the a cappella groups, Park Singers and Jazz ensemble, none provide structured time for students
to create independent, original
art with regular faculty support.
According to Upper School
Music Chair Adele Dinerstein,
the Accelerated Music Theory
class, which is run every other
year and prepares students for
the Advanced Placement (AP)
Music Theory exam while also
teaching them some more advanced composition techniques,
is an outlet for the creative desires of serious music students.

This class, however, does not
offer regular time for students to
apply these techniques to their
own original work.
Director of Arts Carolyn Sutton has said that the department
has considered a Senior Studio
style music class in the past, but
because of a lack of student interest, felt that it wasn’t necessary.
As an alternative, students have
engaged in independent studies
or senior projects in music.
Sutton has begun to make
adjustments to the Middle and
Lower School arts departments
to promote a more regular interest in music. For example, starting next year, there will be two,
rather than one, eighth grade
music classes offered simultaneously.
Sutton expects the interest
created by changes in the Middle

and Lower School to stick with
students through Upper School.
This would potentially increase
the number of students interested in a senior studio style music
class.
Dinerstein also thought these
expanded efforts would help the
potential for an advanced music elective: “It takes a while to
gauge interest and to grow it,”
she said. “We are getting a lot
of that interest coming up in the
next few years from the Middle
School.”
Another problem with creating
a ‘musical Senior Studio’ is that
there are fewer music faculty
members than there are visual
arts faculty members. Senior
Studio is structured so that no
other visual arts classes are being
taught during the same period,
and this allows for students to

take advantage of the entire
visual arts faculty. The lack of
music teachers would make it
more difficult to offer a Senior
Studio style music class.
Dinerstein recognized this
issue. Both she and music/
audio production teacher Doug
Jameson would have to be
available at the same time,
“because of the skill sets that
we’d bring [to a class of this
nature] and the different skill
sets that our students bring,” for
the class to be successful. This
would mean that no other music
classes could be taught during
the same block.
A Senior Studio style music
class is not that far out of reach.
There is already support from the
faculty. It is ultimately up to the
students to express interest in the
class.
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There’s no going back
for Peri Schuster ‘13
by Olivia Chalkley ‘13
By now, the entire school has probably heard our own Peri “Peri Leanna”
Schuster’s catchy new song, “I Wanna Go
Back.” The tune is addicting, and Schuster’s earnest, nostalgic lyrics are sure to
ring true for much of the student body.
Having been on YouTube for just over a
month, the music video has reached beyond the school, with 176,000 views.
This success, according to Schuster,
was completely unexpected. “I was really
scared it wasn’t going to be successful. I
wasn’t expecting this many views or this
much traction. I’m just incredibly happy
with how it’s gone so far,” Schuster said.
To go from being virtually unknown
to having over 176,000 YouTube views
in almost two months is remarkable. Not
only that, but Schuster has gained 4,793
fans on Facebook. In a world where social
media is incredibly important, this bodes
well for her future.
As for the quick leap from anonymity
to Internet stardom, Schuster thanks her
team. “I thought I should try some cover
videos first, just to get my voice out there,
but my brothers told me to do this [make
an original music video],” she said.
Schuster’s brothers have been enormous assets throughout her journey into
the music business. Jason handles social
networking, promotion, and bookings.

Andrew, whose band Greasy Hands had
a cameo in the video for “I Wanna Go
Back,” helps Schuster with the music.
He was also responsible for introducing
Schuster, in her freshman year, to her current producers, Misty Hill Music.
Living in a barn-turned-recordingstudio near Park and commuting back
and forth between Baltimore and LA on
a regular basis, the Misty Hill Music team
has worked with groups like Hot Chelle
Rae and All Time Low. Schuster comes to
them with songs she’s written, and they
help her turn them into hits. “I didn’t really want to be a songwriter. I just wanted
to sing. But they pretty much told me I had
to be,” she said.
Schuster and Andrew wrote her first
song, “It Never Ends,” in “bits and pieces”
and the producers added instrumentation.
That’s how they’ve worked ever since, except Schuster now does most of the writing on her own. “I come up with lyrics
and melody, record it onto my phone, and
bring it to them,” she said. The producers
then work with Schuster to develop her
ideas into full songs.
Schuster, like many songwriters, does
most of her work when she’s not very
happy: “‘I Wanna Go Back’ was about
wanting to go back to being a little kid.
High school is stressful. Adolescence is
stressful. I just wanted to go back to when
nothing mattered.”
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As for the video,
Schuster followed her
brothers’ advice and hired
a local marketing and
video production company, Tivilon. The video
was shot on campus over
a 12-hour period, which
Schuster claims was a lot
of fun even though she had
to wake up at five in the
morning. “It [the video]
was just the next step. I
had a song on iTunes and
Soundcloud, but people
are a lot more likely to
pay attention to a YouTube
video.”
While it can be great
working with professional
music and video producers, and the success of
those partnerships is evident, Schuster’s already
had some conflicts with
her team regarding her
creative process. “I Wanna
photo courtesy P. Schuster
Go Back,” she said, was
originally much sadder and Schuster’s video shoot for “I Wanna Go Back” took
slower. “I wasn’t planning place on campus.
on it being an upbeat pop
song. When I first came to
the inspiration and connections can flow.
them with it, they said it was the best song Of singing, “It’s the only thing I want to
I’d written; it was really catchy, and they do,” she said.
were really proud of me. So I let them
Schuster also hopes to have a full aldevelop it and it became what it is now.” bum, for which she’s currently writing and
Schuster plans on pursuing music in recording, out by the end of the summer.
college—she’s in the audition process For now, she’s enjoying her moment in
now—and is looking forward to being in the spotlight and all of the fan mail from
communities with other musicians where first graders that comes with it.

Katie Posner ‘12: art school for the serious artist
by Sean Simon ‘13
“MICA has a pretty similar
mindset to Park, in that their assignments are more open-ended
than other school’s,” Katie Posner told me. Posner graduated
from Park in 2012, and currently
attends Maryland Institute College of Art (MICA).
When she said open-ended,
she wasn’t kidding. “I got this
project for ‘Elements of Visual
Thinking,’ a class that is about
as vague as it sounds. The rubric
just said ‘Make a map of everything,’ but there was an asterisk.
At the bottom of the page it said,
‘It doesn’t have to be a map.’”
Posner ended up creating a sculpture that depicted the various
ways cultures predict the future.
Though her assignments can
be puzzling, Posner is keeping
very busy. At MICA, freshman
year is a foundation, where the
students are on a 10-class track,
taking all of their intro level
courses at once. “I’ve been so
busy that I haven’t gotten the
chance to visit Park all that
much, even though I did stay instate,” she said.

One of the most daunting
aspects of college is the social
scene. There’s a fear among
high school seniors that with so
many new people, it will be easy
to feel alienated. Posner found
the other students at MICA to be
approachable, which has helped

her to make friends early on in
her college career. “It’s easier
to make friends in college than
in high school because nobody
knows anybody.” Everybody’s
heard the advice: ‘the more involved you are in on-campus
activities, the easier it is’ and

Posner says she’ll try to follow
it this year.
Posner is among the few students in her grade to attend an
art school, rather than a liberal
arts college. People often ask her
why she made this choice, and
her decision didn’t come quickly.

photo courtesy K. Posner ‘12

“I wouldn’t really want a job that
didn’t involve art, so I thought
I’d have better luck making it as
an artist if I went whole-hog in
the college process,” she said, instantly regretting that she chose
to say “whole-hog.”
She said she’s learning a lot
at MICA, but her first year did
come with some surprises. “I
was always told that there’d be
so much down time, and I’d be
shocked by the amount of free
time I would have, but that’s
just untrue,” she said. “It’s a
lot of work. Everyone told me
that freshman year would be my
easiest year, but I’ve heard that
at art school it’s one of the harder
years.”
Still, the thrill of living on her
own has been both exciting and
frightening for Posner. “Cooking your own food and washing
your clothes makes you feel like
a person. I’ve never felt that way
before,” she said. In her own inimitable way, Posner described
this transition: “I felt like one
of those hamsters where they
switch out the water tube and I
just sit and lick it. But now I have
to get my own tube.”
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8th Grade dazzles with strong
production of The Lion the
Witch and the Wardrobe
by Sophie Neiman ‘13
In the dedication of The Lion,
The Witch and The Wardrobe,
C.S. Lewis wrote: “Some day,
you will be old enough to start
reading fairy tales again.” This
year’s eighth grade production
was a staged version of Lewis’
acclaimed children’s novel. It
opened on the first weekend of
February, directed by Middle
School drama teacher Gina
Braden, and was a fairy tale for
all ages, transporting older audience members back to their
childhoods, transforming the
Black Box into the land of Narnia, and actors into strange characters and creatures.
For anyone who didn’t read
the book, the plot is simple:
It’s World War II, and the four
Pevensie children, Peter (Max
Lipitz), Susan (Olivia Bullivant), Edmund (Nate Peterson)
and Lucy (Molly Eisner) are sent
from London to Professor Kirk’s
(Conner Moore) country house,
in order to escape the air-raids.
There, on the other side of an old
wardrobe, the children find Narnia, a magical land with nymphs,
giants and driads, where trees
have sprits and where animals
can talk.
The Queen of Narnia (Clare
Peyton), the White Witch, has
cast a spell so that it is always
winter, but never Christmas, and
she’ll turn anyone who opposes
her into stone. Still, an ancient

prophecy states that spring will
come to Narnia when two sons of
Adam and two daughters of Eve
rule at the castle at Cair Paravel.
The issue is that the witch
knows about the prophecy and
is determined to remain in power.
Edmund, out of jealously and a
desire for his favorite treat, Turkish delight, is willing to help the
Witch and bring his brother and
sisters to her. Meanwhile Aslan
(Ethan Forrer), a lion capable of
defeating the Witch, is moving
towards Narnia.
The viewer, sitting in the
packed theater (the show sold out
each night) might as well have
followed the Pevensies through
the wardrobe, on one side of a
rotating “revolve,” and into the
snowy woods of Narnia on the
other. Not only the physical
space, but also the actors within
it seemed to shift and change as
well.
“I think theater, at its heart, is
transformational,” Braden said.
“It’s both a place where we get
to enact the things that scare us
and try our hand at them in a safe
way, but also learn the value of
community and confronting really big challenges. . . We become
transformed through great effort,
always.”
In order to truly embody their
characters, the young actors developed a series of practices. “It
was a really long journey, because this was the first role I’ve
played that was different from

photo courtesy Gina Braden

The 8th grade’s production of The Lion, the Witch and The Wardrobe was magical, transporting the audience to a different place and time, with strong acting, sound and light
design by young students.

myself,” Peyton said. “I started
out just trying to be mean and
harsh. Then, I started to come up
with things about the witch not
given to me in the script. I took
those ideas and tried to add them
to my character as much as possible, to build up the ‘witchy-ness.’
Every night back stage, I’d take
big breaths and with each breath
I’d try to build up the powerfulness of my character.”
In order to become Aslan,
Forrer would, “imagine being
king of the stage.” Other actors
used their own experiences as inspiration. “I actually tend to base
my characters off myself,” Lipitz
said. “I use my personality as a
template.”

Students also took a semester-long production course and
were cast in early November.
In class, they practiced scenes,
worked with set designer John
Trout and even met with a fight
choreographer to stage the final
battle scene. According to Lipitz,
the fight was “an experience,”
and his favorite part of the show.
Others dedicated themselves
to another form of magic; the
kind that happens back stage.
Daniel Neiman designed sound
for the production and ended up
including more than 100 sound
cues. Ben Doyle and Aaron
Eline designed the lighting.
In fact Eline, who also played
Grumpskin, the witch’s slave,

ran back and forth between the
stage and the tech booth in order
to help run lighting.
Overall the show did what all
good theater should. It created a
new realm, this one particularly
magical, for both the actors and
the audience. The best part is,
“being able to embody the character,” said Peyton, “learn more
about yourself and evoke a response from the audience, so you
know that they might feel it too.”
Putting together the eighth
grade production is “like being
at the birthing of a miracle,”
Braden said, “because everybody
starts in a very different place
from where they end up and they
surprise even themselves.”

What will you do with your life? Check out the Gallery for ideas
graduate.
groups Animal Collective and Yeasayer,
Some names and faces may be familbut each alumnus is extremely accomplished in their individual fields. Every
Almost every Park student has, at iar, like the members of alternative music
one time or another made his or her way
through the Arts Center. Many Bruins pass
through multiple times a day en route to
class, during free time, for extracurricular
activities, or just for fun.
What tends to be forgotten, despite its
large size and breath taking beauty, is our
lovely Richman Gallery. Gorgeous pieces
of art sit in the magnificent room unseen
by many students, which is truly such a
shame.
Currently on display until March 7 is
a collection of Park alumni memorabilia.
The exhibition, called Creative Paths,
may confuse some, making them scratch
their heads and question if what they just
viewed was really an art show.
The display is multi-faceted, filled with
little gadgets like iPads, computers, and
photo by S. Neiman ‘13
headphones hooked up to audio boxes, Just inside the door of the Richman Gallery is a display about the life and works
while also housing traditional placards of political activitst Sheppie Glass Abramowitz, Class of 1953. Accomplishexplaining the back stories behind each ments of alumni in a variety of fields are also showcased.

by Nikki Haririan ‘15

single graduate has a captivating story of
his or her journey to success. The tales
are inspirational and a good way to remind students how to keep their eyes on
the prize, especially at the beginning of a
new semester.
All kinds of careers are represented,
from musicians and doctors to computer
scientists and journalists. Whatever a Park
student could dream of, a Park alum has
done.
When you’re feeling overwhelmed
with the possibility that all this studying
you’re doing is for nothing, take a quick
walk through the gallery. Play with one of
the iPads. Listen to some music by Yeasayer. Take pride in what amazing individuals your school has produced, and
then take a good look in the mirror, and
appreciate yourself too.
At first glance, the exhibit fails to
qualify itself as “art,” but thinking about
all the great things alumni have accomplished, it’s easy to see the true beauty in
this exhibition.

Sports
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Boys’ JV Basketball wins championship

by Reid Danels ‘13
With a 62-46 Valentine’s Day
win, Boys’ JV Basketball made it
two in a row to become MIAA C
conference champions. The team
finished the season 16-0, winning the championship against
St. John’s Catholic Prep.
Head coach Gary Block and
assistant coach Dia Clark ’06
had together coached the Fresh/
Soph team last year, so they were
familiar with the JV squad this
year.
“It was an incredible season.”
Block said. “Every player contributed to the success of this
team and the ultimate goal we set
for ourselves at the beginning of
the season which was to win the
championship. The fact that we
were undefeated on our way to
accomplishing that goal made the
season that much more rewarding for the guys. They were just
amazing week in and week out
and it will be a season we will
always remember.”
The team was led primarily by
five sophomores: Jason Gelblum,

photo courtesy Kris Meyer
J. Robinson ‘15, anchor of the JV team’s league-leading defense, jumps up to block a shot.

Justin Holmes, Jelani Robinson,
Ian Simon, and Justin Wyda. As
a whole they had a great season,
beating everyone they played in
the conference by double digits.
“I think what was key for
us this season was our level of

commitment as everyone was
willing to do whatever it took
to make sure we always came
out on top,” Robinson said. “But
even with all the pride and commitment, we couldn’t have had
the successful season we had

without our coaches. They were
always just as committed and
pumped as we were the entire
season even after some of the
uglier games. They made sure
we stayed focused and hustled
in every practice.”

In the championship game, the
Bruins started off strong, taking a
12-3 lead. Then St. John’s came
back and tied the game at 14-14.
It remained close for a while,
but late in the second quarter the
Bruins made a run led by Gelblum’s shooting and Robinson’s
rebounding to go ahead 28-16.
There was no looking back from
there, as Simon drained a couple
of threes to spread the margin,
and in the fourth quarter Holmes
scored on a few drives to the basket, including an ‘and1’ to help
Park cruise to victory.
“The hardest thing about basketball is to maintain a good enthusiastic attitude throughout the
ups and downs of a season,” Gelblum said. “Although our season
did consist of ups and downs, we
all stuck together, kept our poise,
and were able to come away with
a championship.” This is the second year in a row the Park JV
Boys’ Basketball team has won
the championship against St.
John’s, and this group of guys
looks to continue their success as
they move up to the varsity level.

Doping in the news: Can we trust our professional athletes?
by Zach Wetzler ‘14
Over the past couple of
months, the sports world bore
witness to many collapses and
controversies. In January, fans
saw something we had not seen
in 16 years of baseball; no one
was elected to the Baseball Hall
of Fame in Cooperstown, New
York. The next and maybe most
extreme story came when Lance
Armstrong, the once “heroic cyclist” of the United States, admitted in an interview with Oprah
Winfrey that he had doped during his career, which included
seven Tour de France victories.
These events and allegations
have raised an important question: Can we trust our pro athletes?
At the beginning of January,
baseball writers and hall of fame
voters decided that none of this
year’s candidates, which included Craig Biggio, Roger Clemens,
Mike Piazza, Barry Bonds and
many other well-known ball
players, were worthy of induction to Cooperstown. The main
reason was the hovering grey
cloud of steroid use in Major
League Baseball. Bonds, Clemens, and Piazza were all at some
point accused of steroid or HGH
use. Each one of them adamantly
denied the notion that they ever

used “performance enhancers.”
This gray cloud also held
clean players like former Astros’ outfielder, Biggio out. Biggio’s Hall rejection furthers the
idea that “old-fashioned” Hall of
Fame voters just don’t trust players from the past decade. This
was the first of many instances
in which there is lack of trust
between the media, fans and the
players.
Finally, over the past couple
of months, cyclist Lance Armstrong has faced much scrutiny
for lying about doping in cycling
races over the past decade. Armstrong was yet another cyclist to
be accused of doping, in a sport
infested with cheaters. Armstrong, before being stripped of
his titles, had won seven Tour de
France victories.
The tour de France is the Super Bowl of cycling. Armstrong
had consistently denied ever
taking performance enhancing
drugs (PEDs), both in interviews
and under oath on the witness
stand, until January 19 when he
admitted to doping on the Oprah
Winfrey Network.
In the span of around 10 years,
Armstrong went from a national
hero to a disrespected professional. His lying ruined the lives
of many across the country, and
his former supporters now feel
betrayed. He has single-handedly

ingrained the question of “what
is real in sports?” into the consciousness of many sports fan.
Can we trust our pro athletes?
The answer to this question is
still a bit confusing and hazy. In
today’s sports, world athletes are
always aiming to be that extra
step ahead of the rest. Whether
it is doping to win a race, taking HGH to hit 500 homers, or
even using deer antlers to recover
quicker, something the Ravens’
Ray Lewis was recently accused

of doing. Players want to get to
the top and they are willing to
bend the rules to get there. This
phenomenon will never really
come to an end, especially when
billionaire owners are showering
top players in money. The truth
of the matter is we may never
be able to completely trust the
validity of records or championships, but in the end we will all
continue to passionately watch
every game from the edge of our
seats.

However, if there is one positive thing to take away from this
“PED era” as fans, it is that we
should all have more respect for
players who do it the right way,
like the Ken Griffeys, Derek
Jeters and Jerry Rices of the
world. As players, the three of
them and many other star athletes
have played the game with determination and respect. These
players exemplify the characteristics of true professionals: hard
working, clean, and passionate.

cartoon by Tymani Ratchford ‘14
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The Ravens win Super Bowl XLVII
A beautiful ugly season
by Graeme Frost ‘13
The 2012-2013 season for the Ravens
was messy, and in a way, it followed
the same pattern as their eventual Super
Bowl victory, which safety Ed Reed said,
“Started good, got ugly, but ended great.”
The Ravens started out strong, winning five of their first six games, but then
things took a downturn. In their week six
victory against the Dallas Cowboys on
October 14, the Ravens lost their best cornerback, Lardarius Webb, for the season,
and lost veteran Linebacker Ray Lewis
for the next 10 weeks.
The Ravens squeaked out of that game
with a victory off of a missed game winning field goal attempt by the Cowboys,
but were severely banged up. The next
week, the Ravens were 5-1, and ready to
play the Houston Texans in a fight for the
best record in the AFC. But in Houston,
their injuries showed; they were blown
out 43-14.
After this rut, the Ravens won their
next four, including the miraculous 4th
and 29 conversion by Ray Rice against
the San Diego Chargers on November 25.
(For non-football fans, imagine trying to
get to a line almost 90 feet in front of
you with 11 men who average about 230
lbs. chasing you.) After their spectacular win against the Chargers, once again,
the Raven’s season got ugly and they lost
four of their last five games, entering the
playoffs at 10-6.
But, once the Ravens were in the playoffs, they became a different team, fueled
largely by linebacker Ray Lewis’ retirement announcement which came right at
the start of their playoff run. A defense
that was once ranked 27th in the league
held Andrew Luck and the Indianapolis
Colts out of the end zone, and quarterback
Joe Flacco, who’d had his own ups and

downs throughout the season, threw for
280 yards and two scores.
The next week, on January 12, the Ravens played the Broncos in Denver, which
posed a much tougher challenge, as they’d
be facing a future hall of fame quarterback (Peyton Manning) instead of a rookie
(Andrew Luck); as a result, the Broncos
were favored by 9 points. In that game, the
Ravens gave up 35 points, and when the
Ravens got the ball on their own 23 yard
line, down 7 points, with 1:09 left in the
fourth quarter, their chances seemed bleak.
But, after an incomplete pass to tight end
Dennis Pitta, and a Flacco scramble for 7
yards, somehow, by way of some sort of
dark magic, wide receiver Jacoby Jones
got open deep, and Flacco heaved a pass
downfield for a 70-yard touchdown, and
the score was tied. The Ravens went on
to win in double overtime with a 47-yard
field goal by Justin Tucker.
Next, the Ravens faced another future
hall of fame quarterback, Tom Brady, and
the New England Patriots on January 20.
Just like the week before, the Ravens were
9 point underdogs While there was no
single miraculous play like there had been
the week before, the Ravens were able to
bounce back after trailing 13-7 at halftime
to win 28-13, shutting out an offense that
ranked 4th in passing and 7th in rushing in
the second half.
In their next game, the Super Bowl,
against the San Francisco 49ers on February 3, the Ravens again entered as 4 point
underdogs. They appeared to be cruising
to victory when Jacoby Jones returned the
second half kickoff 108 yards to put the
Ravens up 28-6. But, just two plays later,
the game was temporarily stopped because
half of the power in the New Orleans Superdome was knocked out due to a faulty
relay switch, and play didn’t resume for
34 minutes.
After the power turned back on, there

Mark Cornelison/Lexington Herald-Leader/MCT

Anquan Boldin (81) pulls in a completion in front of Carlos Rogers (22) of the
San Francisco 49ers late in the fourth quarter in Super Bowl XLVII, February 3.
The Ravens held off San Francisco, 34-31.

was a complete momentum shift and the
49ers caught fire, scoring 17 points in just
over three minutes, bringing them within
five points of the Ravens. In the final minutes, the 49ers drove down to the Raven’s
8 yard line, and were poised to score on
a defense that had already given up 465

yards of offense, but, the defense held the
49ers back on four straight plays, and soon
after, purple confetti rained down on the
field.
After the game, Coach John Harbaugh
said, “How could it be any other way? It’s
never pretty, it’s never perfect but it is us.”

We were there: at the Superdome, New Orleans
by Josie Olschansky ‘14

Mark Cornelison/Lexington Herald-Leader/MCT

Quarterback Joe Flacco (5) celebrates
with the Lombardi Trophy.

It was bleeding purple. I mean that
very literally. The Mercedes Benz Superdome was glowing, flashing, and
screaming purple. This was nothing like
the stadium back at home. The energy was
electrifying, the screams were piercing,
and the music was blasting.
This was nothing like I had imagined; it
was better. The food was greasier and the
seats were comfier, and that’s pretty much
all that mattered right? Ok, well no, but
this was the kind of night that goes into the
books as one of the best. When the Ravens
came running out of the tunnel and the
music started to play, my entire body got
chills and this was only the beginning.
Let’s skip ahead to the end of the game
when the 49ers had four chances to score
a touchdown and win the game. I thought

my life was over; I was depressed and
thinking about how mad I was at all the
49er fans. But then suddenly, somehow
we stopped them from scoring and that
was it. The entire stadium knew that we
had won. The chants started and the team
started jumping and running around waiting for the clock to run out to make it
official that we had won.
The buzzer went off, and the stadium erupted with cheers and chants and
screams. I am pretty sure I cried because I
was so happy, and that’s when the confetti
and streamers started to pour down from
the sky. It was literally raining purple. It
was almost as if everyone in the stadium
got quiet because there was a split second
where we were all taking it all in. We had
walked into the stadium as fans, excited
to see our team play on the biggest stage
imaginable, and walked out champions.

Drew Tarter/MCT

Ed Reed (20) holds the Lombardi
Trophy aloft after the Super Bowl.
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Jair Williams ‘15: hidden in plain sight
by AJ Kohn ‘14
In Park’s athletic program,
where raw superstar talent is
rare, we pride ourselves on exceptional effort, teamwork, and
good sportsmanship. But, every
once in a while, that hidden gem
is found who has tremendous
ability as well as the qualities
sought after in a Park studentathlete. Jair Williams ’15, who
joined the community shortly
after the school year began, has
the potential to be this athlete, although he can’t exactly be called
“hidden.” Listed at a towering
6’6”, this basketball player is going to have trouble staying under
the radar for much longer.
I sat down with the new student earlier this year to discuss
his basketball career and his experience at Park. “I first started
playing when I was around four
or five” Williams said. “[the basket] was a full 10 feet and I could
barely shoot on it.”
Despite participating in recreational basketball leagues,
and with his younger brother
throughout his early childhood,
he was never really serious about
the sport until eighth grade. “I
actually didn’t even play in sixth
grade at Roland Park [Elementary/Middle School],” Williams
said. “But then I decided to play
in seventh grade and I took it
more seriously in eighth grade”.
By the end of eighth grade,
Williams had grown tremen-

dously as a player. As a shooting guard, he showed real talent,
and his coach recruited him and
his younger brother Jihar to play
at Baltimore City College. “That
was where my basketball career
really started,” he said.
Although he enjoyed his athletic experience in his time at
City, he wasn’t as happy with
the academics. “There’s nothing
there that I liked about school,”
Williams said. “The school’s
not bad, it just depends on what
classes you take, and you don’t
really have the option to choose
your classes until you’re a junior, so you can’t take APs. I
had classes with kids who didn’t
want to learn, so that made it really hard for me to focus there.”
He was able to work through
his frustrations at City because
of his relationship with his basketball coaches. “My first year,
I had good coaches that I knew
well, and they were smart and
really cared about our academics.” Then in tenth grade, the
head coach was fired, and his JV
coach had to quit as well. “We
got a whole new coaching staff
and they were horrible,” he said.
Without his favorite coaches
or an enjoyable academic experience, he decided it was time
to change schools. “I wanted a
school where I would have more
freedom and where the learning
was fun,” Williams said. The options came down to Park and St.
Paul’s, and he’s glad he made
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Listed at 6’6”, the former City College student towers over
many of his classmates including fellow sophomore L. Ginsburg, who stands at 5’ tall.

the choice he did. Because of
academic differences between
Park and City, Williams was
asked to repeat his sophomore
year, and he couldn’t be loving it
more. “I’ve already learned more
here than I did in a whole year

at City,” he said, “and I mean a
lot more.”
However, Williams will have
to wait a year to show off his athletic talent. Because high school
eligibility rules allow for a player
to play a maximum of four years

of sports, he chose not play basketball this year. That way, he
would be able to play in both his
junior and senior years without
breaking eligibility rules.
Williams was not fully removed from basketball, competing during the summer with
his “Under Armor Baltimore’s
Finest” American Athletic Union
(AAU) team. The team traveled
to out-of-state tournaments because competition was not good
enough in Maryland. “Scouts
from colleges like Maryland,
Indiana, and Michigan would
come to watch some of us practice, so we have gotten a lot of
exposure,” he said. Although
Williams hasn’t talked with any
Division I college basketball
teams, schools such as Loyola
(MD) and George Mason have
approached his coaches to inquire about his skills.
Williams is already planning for next year’s team. “I’m
looking forward to playing with
people like [juniors] Amani
[Lawson], Fran [Porcarelli], Jack
[Curley] and Idris [Mitchell],” he
said. “I think they’re getting a lot
better, working hard in practice,
and it’s going to be a great team
next year.”
When I asked him if he was
going to try to throw down a
slam dunk next year, he scoffed
at my question. “I can definitely
do that, every game.” With that
kind of confidence, it’s hard to
see how Williams wouldn’t be a

Celebrating the Ravens

We were there: at the parade, downtown Baltimore
by Ben Levitsky ‘13
11:15 a.m. “What do you mean the
light rail isn’t stopping anymore?” I was
not going to miss this. I’d been preparing
all day to see the Ravens bring home the
Lombardi Trophy. By then, the only way
to catch the light rail was to get on at Hunt
Valley, the northernmost stop. Instead of
giving up I decided to drive downtown as
fast as I could with Rachel Hettleman ’13
and Yen Baker ’13 to take my chances in
the city. Traffic was surprisingly light on
the way, which actually scared us because
we figured it meant that everyone in Baltimore had already filled up the parade
space.
Instead of risking getting my car (actually it was my Dad’s car, which made
the danger ever greater) flipped over by
crazy, drunken fans, we decided it would
be wiser to park far from all the action.
Even finding distant parking was difficult,
but luckily we found one spot in a Whole
Foods garage about two miles from M&T
Bank Stadium.

We we’re giddy with excitement during
our adventure. Looking up in the sky we
saw at least 10 helicopters, which made us
feel like fugitives. As we walked through
the harbor we could see thousands of fans
waiting to get a glimpse of some of the
Ravens. I’d never seen so much purple
in my life.
We wanted more than to just see the
players pass by for a few seconds, so we
decided to at least try to get into the stadium for the post-parade celebration.
Not only did we make it to our destination, we ended up standing on the field
on the 50-yard line as John Harbaugh and
the Ravens brought a second Lombardi
trophy to Baltimore. Watching MVP Joe
Flacco enter to “When You Wish Upon
A Star;” screaming the “Seven Nation
Army” chant with everyone in the stadium; seeing Ray Lewis do his last squirrel dance, yelling, “RAVENS” when John
Harbaugh asked three times, “What’s our
name?” and all of the festivities in the
stadium were absolutely incredible. I’ll
never forget that day.

Nate Pesce/Baltimore Sun/MCT

Ray Rice stands at the front of a Ravens float during a parade in Baltimore,
Tuesday, February 5, 2013.
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Girls win first Indoor Soccer Championship
Champions continued from p. 1
Park Country School (RPCS), which they
tied 6-6, but had beaten 6-3 in their first
match of the season, and was the very
team they would face in the championship match.
“Our team was really senior heavy so
I was impressed by the ability of the underclassmen to step up and play just as
though they had been playing for three
years as well,” Schwartz said.
“We knew from the beginning of the
season that we had a smart, focused and
talented group of girls that cared a lot
about each other and the success of the
team,” Kolodner said. “This always helps
when you have your eye on the championship, which I admit, I was eager for. When
I think about our season, I can’t help but
to think that we were a fun team.
“Ultimately, I’m so impressed with the
individual improvement of every player
since the outdoor season; it’s been tremendous to literally see players get better
from day to day.”
One such underclassman was Sofia
Porcarelli ‘16, a young and skilled player
with many seasons ahead of her, but also
someone who benefited from the example
set by her brilliant senior teammates. “We
had both a great indoor and outdoor season because there was an amazing team
dynamic,” Porcarelli said. “We all worked
really well together and won games with
our passing. At times games would essentially become giant keep-away competitions that often tired out the other team.”
Still, before they got to the championship game, the Bruins had some work to
do, and dove into the playoffs with confidence coming off of a red-hot five game
win streak. Their momentum set the stage
for their first game, a semi-final against
Beth Tfiloh, which they blew-out 7-0,
with contributions from the entire team,
starters and non-starters alike. The Bruins’ semi-final play secured them a spot in
the championship match February 9, 1:30
pm at Du Burns Arena in Baltimore. But

photo courtesy Debbie Schwartz

After almost six months playing together, from Outdoor to Indoor Soccer,
the bond between players and coaches helped propel the Bruins to their win.

unlike their last meeting with RPCS, the
Bruins secured the big win, by controlling
the pace and playing outstanding soccer
overall.
“It was a team effort,” Mbengue said.
“We tried to play our game and not let
RPCS dictate the flow of the game because they tend to play a little faster
and [more] aggressive. The last time we
played them, it was a tie because of our
frenetic performance, which is just how
they would have liked us to play.
“So for the championship game we told
the girls to relax, and play their game style
that is centered on passing the ball and unselfishness. Although the first five minutes
were a little dense, once the girls opened
up and started to pass the ball around, it
became a little easier,” Mbengue said.
This game plan proved to work as the
Bruins mounted a dominating performance as a whole, winning 5-1, in the
final bow for their seven seniors. Kolodner managed an astounding three goals
in a championship contest, aided by her
team’s skilled passing. Quinn Salditch ‘13
and Natalie Rudin ’15 added a goal each.
The Bruins’ strong defense held RPCS
to a shutout in the first half, and only allowed one goal at the midpoint of the sec-
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R. Schwartz fights against two RPCS players for a loose ball. Though the Bruins won by a large margin, the game was still hard-fought.

ond half. The unit was steered by senior
Tara Wendell’s unadulterated will, resuling in a staggering 13 saves, an garnering
her the honor of “IAAM Athlete of the
Week.”
All in all, the game was reflective of
the team’s motto: Intensity. It was a word
they sported across team-made white tshirts on the day leading up to the championship game. And a word that carried
them through until they reached the light
of success.
Very few can understand the sentiments behind winning a championship. It
is the culmination of spending a minimum
of three months, Monday to Friday (sometimes Saturdays) for two hours each day
practicing, totaling about 120 hours spent
on refining skills: dribbling, passing, and
shooting. For this long-term dedication
and commitment, there is nothing like a
championship that affirms all those hard
practices, as well as the sweat, pain and
tears that come with sports.
But then, there is also the dimension of
seniors leaving their mark on their soonto-be alma matter. It’s painful to watch so
many seniors see their final seasons fall
just short of potential and expectations.
I’ve seen the realization flash across the
face of teammates who may never again
play the sport they have loved for the past
few years or longer. In high school, final
seasons are the end point where seniors
can’t play the ‘wait-till-next-year’ card,
but for these seniors, their amazing efforts this season certainly deserve to be
applauded.
In time, particular statistics will be forgotten, and final scores will fade from recollection, but championships and the team
bond built are indelible, and their banners
shall remain forever. “Personally, I will
remember how much they loved playing
in the end,” Mbengue said. “I don’t think
it was an issue of wanting to win, or wanting finish strong. They just got to a point
of where they loved being together and
playing soccer, and it definitely translated
onto the field.”

Sussing out sports
by Eric Sussman‘13

Although readers of this column in
past years might remember all the urgent appeals to attend Program Night,
the pleas to increase school spirit and
mimic that excitement for every other
game of the year, I’m not going to try
to repeat what Jake Max ‘12 has already
said.
Even though some students at Park
continue their athletic careers elsewhere,
the majority of students, like myself,
end theirs with high school. This holds
true for many of our competitors as well.
So, when I learned that the Boys’ Varsity Basketball team would play Beth
Tfiloh on program night, I was excited.
I would help to determine the last game
of the regular season for the Beth Tfiloh
seniors and could potentially send them
back down Old Court Road for the last
time in a basketball uniform.
What made the prospects of this night
that much more special were two things.
One, we were playing the school closest
to us geographically, and, two, we knew
the kids.
Playing Beth Tfiloh since Middle
School, I’ve come to know the team so
well that I can recognize any of their
players off the court as well. Just playing each other the sheer number of times
we have, in addition to the nature of
those games, a familiarity and rivalry
unlike one between any other schools
had emerged.
Looking back at the season, I can
honestly say that the memories of running are fading, and along with them
the long and tedious hours dedicating
myself to something I will rarely participate in again.
What still stands out in my mind is
Program Night. Playing my last home
game in front of teammates, classmates, teachers, coaches, and parents,
and being able to win in that environment against the only school Park can
realistically call its rival, was without
a doubt the culmination of my athletic
career here.
Although now that I’m sitting in the
comfort of my room and in front of my
computer, not dreading sprints or pushups to be done in practice tomorrow, I
can still say that all that work was worth
it. And for all those times when the daily
practices seem like the monotonous and
exhausting aspect of athletics that for
they often are, when everything is said
and done, it will all be worth it just to
look back at those moments that define
your athletic careers.

