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Paradis to lead Park
by Scotty Shuldiner ‘09
On Friday morning,
November 30, the Upper
School gathered in assembly and waited with
baited breath as Board
members Josh Fidler and
Jim Wyda announced that
Dan Paradis, a highly regarded teacher, adviser,
and administrator from a
progressive school, would
lead Park through the start
of its second century as
the ninth Head of School.
Paradis comes from
a school surprisingly
similar to Park, the Potomac School, located in
McLean, VA, three miles
from Washington, D.C.
The school’s philosophy
states: “The School’s mission is to foster each student’s intellectual development, love of learning,
and strength of character
within an inclusive community… we encourage
students to become independent thinkers and
learners.” Like Park, Potomac’s classes are small
and diverse. According to
Potomac’s website, “time
is set aside for students

to meet advisors, discuss
coursework with teachers, gather with friends,
participate in a wide variety of clubs and activities, attend assemblies,
and research or study
in the library.” Another
common theme between
Potomac and Park are
their focuses on studentteacher
relationships.
In contrast to Park,
however, Potomac does
have a football team.
“For years, I’ve heard
great things about Park,
and the school’s philosophy really speaks to me,”
said Paradis. “The emphasis Park places on active engagement and open
inquiry as the means by
which to help all students
become independent and
creative thinkers is exactly what I believe the students, as the next generation of leaders, need most.”
Faculty reacted positively to the appointment. “I’m incredibly
excited about Dan coming,” said Upper School
English teacher, Kevin
Coll. “When I first met
him, I saw him as a very

like-minded educator. He
struck me as perfectly
suited for Park School.”
Upper School English teacher, Greg Brandt
taught with Paradis at
the Phillips Academy
in Andover, MA. “One
of the things that struck
me then and now is that
when you ask him a question, you can really see
him thinking it through,”
said Brandt. “He thinks
deeply, particularly about
schools and what they do.”
Although students were
not the decision makers, the search committee invited them to send
in comments via e-mail.
“He was my first choice
by far,” said Sima Lofti
‘09, who met Paradis
when he visited. “I got
the impression that he was
really interested in getting to know the students,
and he possessed a certain quality of outreach.”
Many students also
commented on Paradis’
strong emphasis on issues
of diversity at the school.
“I got a good impression
from hearing him speak,
and I think he was defi-
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Dan Paradis was chosen to be Park’s next Head of School.

nitely the most capable
and qualified applicant,”
said Julia Coltri ‘09. “Our
previous Head of School
once said that we could
only focus on one issue
of diversity at a time. I

The entire school rarely
gets together in the same
place at the same time,
and usually only for the
winter assembly. But on
January 14, Lower, Middle and Upper Schoolers
collected in the Athletic

Center for an impromptu
assembly to congratulate librarian Laura Amy
Schlitz for winning the
2008 Newbery medal for
Good Masters! Sweet
Ladies!: Voices from a
Medieval Village. The
American Library Association awards the New-

bery annually to honor
the most distinguished
contribution to children’s literature that year.
On that momentous
day, flowers and congratulations poured into
the library. Schlitz’s office is still draped in paper
wreathes, and cards fill
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much of the shelf space
not occupied by books.
In the days following,
Schlitz appeared on the
Today Show; WJZ sent a
camera crew to do a spot
on the evening news; laudatory articles ran in The
Sun, Washington Post,
and The Wall Street Journal, among others. Sales
of Good Masters, and
Schlitz’s other books, A
Drowned Maiden’s Hair,
The Hero Schliemann, and
The Bear Skinner soared
on on-line booksellers,
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hope that Mr. Paradis will
focus more broadly on diversity.” Coltri, co-leader
of the Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA), has continually spoken out on issues
Paradis cont’d on p. 3

Schlitz gains national recognition
by Eskender McCoy ‘10

Inside:

and the Newbery winner
sold out quickly. A second
printing is in the works.
Right now Good Masters!
Sweet Ladies! is number six on the New York
Times’ children’s chapter book best-sellers list.
To select the best in
children’s literature, the
15
members of Newbery committee each read
about 400 books published within the year of
consideration. The group
then meets in January to
decide the winner, and

Traffic Solution
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calls the author before
the official announcement at the American
Library
Association’s
mid-winter
meeting.
“I was in bed at 6:30
and thought I had not
won.” Schlitz said. She
had heard that the judges
called very early in the
morning. “The telephone
rang at 6:36 and I just
stared at that phone.”
“I was a mess, a complete ecstatic and bewildered mess,” laughed

Schlitz cont’d p. 3
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Editorial
Primary endorsement
Four years ago, when Barack Obama made his “The Audacity of Hope”
speech at the 2004 Democratic National Convention he planted a seed in
the minds of millions. When he started his campaign of hope and change,
we jumped on the bandwagon. Because of his message of moving towards
the future, and his uncanny ability to bring people together, Postscript
is officially endorsing Barack Obama for President of the United States.
There is more to Obama than just a flashy campaign and lots of big name
endorsements. He is the candidate of the future, a politician who doesn’t
need to check with all of his supporters and opinion polls before making a decision. He is the candidate who can change the way Washington
operates, and will signal to the rest of the world that America is moving
forward and not stuck in the past. He is the candidate who will bring Congress together, Democrats and Republicans alike, on tough issues by being
upfront and honest with everyone around him. His ability is clearly illustrated by the fact that Senator Ted Kennedy likened him to his own brother,
John F. Kennedy, one of the greatest leaders our country has ever known.
Obama also can speak from experience about what it is
like to be a black in our society when tough issues about race are
brought up. When someone asked him whether Clinton is blacker than him, he said, “Look, I still have trouble getting a cab.”
This chance to elect such a great and powerful candidate, at such
an important time in our nation’s history is an opportunity that we
can not pass up. This is why Postscript is endorsing Barack Obama.
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Vote with your feet
Prospective students visiting Park just four years ago were probably wowed
by many aspects of the school. In comparison to other secular private schools in
the area, Park’s facilities were nicer, the classrooms looked friendlier, and when
it came time for lunch, the Park cafeteria offered you an endless amount of delicious food that kids enjoyed eating. Fast forward four years and the “Healthy
Food Committee” has completely ruined what was once an enjoyable part of
everybody’s day: lunch. Gone are the days where mac ‘n cheese and French fries
were always solid options in the cafeteria. Instead, high school students now get
to munch on delicious veggie burgers with sides of steamed broccoli and a hot cup
of lentil soup. It’s not the fault of the people cooking the food but of the honorable
committees who have effectively tied their hands behind their backs. That leaves
our dining service cooking with its feet. And honestly, that’s what it tastes like.
To quote the Park School website, “the following foods have been eliminated
from the café, school store, and vending machines: soda, caffeinated and artificially
sweetened beverages, candy, cookies, cakes and other highly sweetened foods,
fried chips, and snacks.” Snacks? Are you serious? Do we really live in an environment where we need to prevent all children from occasionally having a snack?
Not only are the Healthy Food Committee’s policies ridiculous, but often, absurd. For example, Vitamin Water is one of only a handful of beverages served
in our cafeteria, while Satan’s liquid itself, soda, is on the banned list. Interestingly enough, Vitamin Water has more sugar per bottle than soda does per can.
If we’re going to have a “Healthy Food Committee,” it would be appreciated if
the committee would look past the title of the products and actually take the time
to find out what they’re allowing us to eat and what they’ve said we can’t have.
It’s understandable that the school wants to come up with some sort of
way to make the cafeteria healthier and that’s fine. Designating a “healthy
food” section for half the cafeteria, or making sure there are always healthy
options available are good ideas. But we are at a school that prides itself on
individualism, and which states in its philosophy that it’s approach of “rejecting arbitrary authority and prescriptive codes, creates opportunities for moral
and social growth and allows each student to acquire internalized discipline, autonomy, and self-control.” How, at a school like that, can a group of board
members in suits and ties tell us high schoolers what we can and can’t eat?
Believe it or not, you, as students, have a choice. You can simply take your
business elsewhere. As seniors, we’d rather spend six bucks for a sub and drink
at Quizno’s than pay a higher price for worse quality food, or food we don’t want
to eat in the first place. If you can’t go off campus, ask a senior to pick you up
something. The three editors here would be happy to pick up lunch when we’re
out for those of you who want to initiate some kind of change. Pepe’s and Jumbo
Seafood both deliver directly to the school as well. If you’re really interested in
saving money and eating healthy, pack a lunch. Change won’t happen unless you
initiate it. It needs to start somewhere. Let’s stand up for our right to choose.
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Dan Paradis excited about
opportunity to work at Park
Paradis, cont’d from p. 1
of sexuality in the school.
“I’m really glad that despite
previous comments, the committee decided that Park was ready
for an openly gay Headmaster,
and I’m proud to attend a school
that chose the best candidate for
the job, regardless of who he
chooses to share his life with.”
Paradis will spend the summer preparing for next year, and
has already begun to have a few
meetings to “give me a fuller
picture of the Park landscape and
to allow me to begin to develop
strong partnerships with my new
colleagues.” Paradis will also attend the Institute for New Heads
(INH), a program sponsored
by the National Association of
Independent Schools (NAIS).
According to the NAIS website,
participants of the program “will

acquire a general understanding of their leadership styles,
participate in presentations and
small group dialogue designed
to de-mythologize the head
experience, build a strong peer
network, focus on the essential
tasks of headship, and take
away a toolkit of resources they
can draw on during their first or
second year.” Paradis will also
draw from the experiences of
several friends who are heads
of other independent schools.
In recent weeks, Paradis has
visited the school several times,
including once with his son,
Luke. “I loved witnessing the
interactions at Park between
and among different configurations of people,” said Paradis.
“In all these interactions, there
was clearly real respect and
appreciation one for the other,

and that respect and appreciation is at the core of a strong,
thriving school of community.”
In addition to relationships
within the Park community,
Paradis also praised the school’s
academic rigor. “…Park students
and teachers bring real intensity
to their work together. I love that
this intensity around learning
and doing, shared by students,
faculty, and staff alike, is couple
with an informal, easy comfort
that grows from that mutual appreciation I witnessed.”
As for his first year as Head,
Paradis plans on orienting
himself to the Park community. “For me, next year is about
connecting with people and
learning as much as I can so
that, over time, I can be the
most effective advocate for Park
and for its future as possible.”

“The School’s mission is to foster each
student’s intellectual development, love of
learning, and strength of character within an
inclusive community distinguished by a spirit
of support and challenge… The School’s
richly varied curriculum draws students beyond a mastery of fundamental skills toward
the rewards in inquiry, initiative and reflection.”
--Potomac School Mission Statement
“The academic process offers young
people a dynamic view of the nature of
knowledge and the experiences of learning, and supports their efforts to construct
life-affirming meaning. In every area of the
curriculum the school encourages substantial student commitment to reading, writing,
enquiry, and focused discussion in order to
secure the factual knowledge and conceptual
structures essential for intellectual competence.”
--Park School Philosophy

Menu changes adversely affect cafeteria
by Rebecca Ringler ‘11
Remember when there used
to be soda and french fries every day in the school cafeteria?
Those days are gone for good.
In the 2004-05 school year,
the Healthy Foods Committee,
the cafeteria food service, and
the school collectively made a
decision to change the cafeteria
menu. Some of the most significant changes made were the
removal of white bread, healthier
snack options with less sugar and
calories, and a ban on all soda.
Three main goals of the caf-

eteria now are to use whole
grain products, to bake foods
instead of frying them and to
use all fresh products, eliminating processed foods. To many
students’ dismay, this means no
more greasy food favorites such
as fried chicken and tater-tots.
“Tater tots are processed
foods; they are made from the
scraps of potatoes, so they are
on the list of banned foods,”
said Dawn Ramsey, Director of
Dining Services. Other changes
that have been made concern
portion sizes. “The portion sizes
of the Häagen-Dazs bars are too

large,” said Ramsey. “The portion size is really two servings
per bar.” While full size ice
cream bars have gotten the boot,
the individual mini-cups are here
to stay. As for the controversial
issue of soda in the cafeteria,
the Healthy Food Committee’s
definite verdict was a “no.”
In Park’s efforts to go green,
they also hope to eliminate
all bottled beverages as well.

Not all the changes in the
cafeteria have to do with food.
The Student Government has
plans for a mural designing
contest, which will be placed
in the annex. “Student Government feels that this project will
make the annex more attractive,
so that students will take better
care of it,” said Mike Leffer
‘10. “The fact is, anything is
better than what we have now.”

Librarian wins Newbery
Schlitz cont’d from page 1

Westheimer sends
students to Asia
by Scotty Shuldiner ‘09
Juniors Bradley Williams and
Becka Althauser have won the
2008 Westheimer Prize, a $5,000
grant awarded to students with
an interest in international travel.
Althauser will perform community service
in Thailand,
w h i l e Wi l liams will
study Japanese in Tokyo.
“I look
forward to
seeing a new
place and
experiencing a new culture,”
said Althauser. “I wanted to
go to a place where the culture
was drastically different from
my own.” Althauser will live
as a villager in several small

towns in northern Thailand.
In Tokyo, Williams will study
Japanese at the Kudan Institute,
where he will immerse himself
in the language and culture of
Japan. “I’ve wanted to go my
whole life,” said Williams. “Japanese has always intrigued me.”
The Westheimer Prize, which
was established in 2006 by
Park graduate Patricia Westheimer ‘61, gives two Upper
School students an opportunity
to travel abroad during summer, and learn more about
another culture and country.
“I’m extremely grateful to
Pat Westheimer for giving us
this opportunity,” said Althauser. “I hope that other students
will apply next year because
it’s really a great opportunity. Travel is an important part
of being a global citizen.”

The Student Government will
be accepting proposals from
February 19t to March 14, and
will then choose three finalists,
with the entire Upper School
voting for the final design.
The gradual changes set forth
in the cafeteria’s menu have affected food sales, which have
fallen. “We are trying to find the
right balance between healthy
and homemade” said Ramsey.

photo by T. Lansburgh

Maryland State Senator Jim Brochin visited the library to
present Newbery Medal winner Laura Schlitz with an official
resolution commending her for the award.

Schlitz. After Schlitz told
her parents, calls started pouring in congratulating her on
winning her award. “I tried
to eat breakfast but my bagel tasted like play-doh.”
Schlitz will attend the
American Library Association
Convention in June to receive
her award. When asked if she
was nervous about giving her
acceptance speech she gave
a shaky smile and said, “I’m
in a state of abject terror and
denial about going and giving
the speech; if I already had
written it my feelings would
be different but I haven’t.”
No matter how famous and
successful Schlitz may be, she
is still dedicated to her job as
librarian and storyteller. This
is evident in the way she looks
at the clock to make sure she
is on time for the class that is
going to arrive in the library
in 10 minutes. Now she has to
balance being a famous writer into the equation as well.
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Advisories
take on
recycling

photo by A. Patel ’08
D. Winder ‘09 and John Roemer collect recycling during
X-block.

by Jesse Orr ‘11
Established in Fall 2007 to
help reduce Park’s environmental
footprint, the Sustainability Committee is one sign of the School’s
growing desire to “go green.”
The Committee’s 15 members come from all over the
P a r k c o m m u n i t y, i n c l u d ing students, teachers,
administrators, parents, and a
member of the maintenance staff.
Although the Committee has
only met three times this year,
it has already enforced several
changes, including the establishment of many recycling bins
around campus. However, this
new initiative to increase recycling comes with a flaw. “The
country does not provide recycling for free, at least not for
this school,” said Upper School
Science teacher, Dorrie Bright.
Without a service, the school
must hire a private company
to take recycling to the plant.
Bins will be emptied into
some sort of dumpster, which
in turn will be emptied by the
trucks. This is not a long-term
solution: and it seems likely
that advisories will soon take on
the responsibility of emptying
the bins, similar to the rotating
system in place for annex duty.
Recycling is just one step the
Committee is taking to reduce
its impact on the environment.
Currently, Committee members
are working with architects
to remodel the annex and cafeteria in a “green” way. Various
ideas have been floating around,
including the replacement of
paper plates with “real” plates.
Though this would reduce the
paper waste, the energy required for washing the plates
may render the idea inefficient.
Other ideas for the future
include an “energy audit” which
would find out exactly how much
energy is required to poer the
school. It will also measure how
much energy can be saved by replacing the light bulbs with more
efficient ones. This may even
lead to establishing a proposal to
reduce emissions 50% by 2050.
With all these ideas on the horizon, the future looks bright for
the Sustainability Committee.

photo by A. Patel ’08

J. Coltri ‘09, B. Williams ‘09, and M. Eversley ‘10 traveled to
Boston for the Student Diversity Leadership Conference.

Diversity Conference
provides support
by Mariama Eversley ‘10
Six students and teachers
represented Park at the People of
Color Conference (POCC) and
Student Diversity Leadership
Conference (SDLC) in Boston

from November 29 to December 1, 2007. Mariama Eversley
‘10, Adrienne Tarver ‘10, Ariel
Oshinsky ‘10, Bradley Williams
‘09, Julia Coltri ‘09, and Shomari
Rose ‘08 were accepted to attend
SDLC from essays they wrote.
“It was good to have

more time to think about issues of diversity,” said Tarver.
The conference, hosted by
the National Association for
Independent Schools (NAIS),
included thought-provoking activities and discussions, such as
“silent movement.” In a room
of about 600 kids, a leader involved in the conference would
call out an identifier, such as
African-American, Jewish, and
homosexual, among others. Students who identified with each
term would then stand in the
middle of the circle and asked
to look at those in the circle,
and then at those on the outside.
Sometimes there were so many
people in the middle it was as if
the whole room had stood up. At
other times, only 15 people stood
up. The categories named also
made everyone realize that diversity is not only about race, but
also concerns socio-economic
status, religion, family upbringing, and sexual orientation.
Another popular activity during SDLC was affinity
groups. These were groups divided by racial identifiers and
sexual orientation in which

participants would make up
an agenda for whatever group
they were in. For example, in
the African-American affinity group, a “black agenda”
was constructed, discussing
problems within that community and ways to resolve them.
Dean of Students Traci
Wright; Carol Kinne and Valerie
Brice from the Office of Community and Student Services;
English teacher Monica West;
Lower School Assistant Principal June Bennett; and fifth grade
teacher Kimberly Collins attended POCC, which was roughly the
same format as SDLC, but for
teachers of color and white allies. “It was important to connect
with other people of color and to
feed my soul as a black woman
working at a predominantly
white school,” said Traci Wright.
The POCC, which Park has
been attending since 1996, has
inspired such initiatives as the
Partners Program, and has proven to be a powerful experience
for anyone who has gone. “It
was amazing to be with a group
of people who share success
and pain openly,” said Kinne.

Model U.N. defends drug trade
by Emma Gross ‘11
Despite returning late due
to traffic conflicts, the 2008
Model U.N trip to the William and Mary High School
Model United Nations Conference (WMHSMUN), held
November 16-18, concluded
with participant satisfaction and
a very positive outcome. “It was
an extremely enjoyable experience,” said Jesse Orr ‘11. “It
was a place to meet new people
and discuss fascinating issues
facing our world. I would heartily recommend it to anybody.”
The Model U.N. club meets
Tuesdays during X blocks and is
overseen by History teacher, Jon

Acheson. Designed so that students are able to learn about and
simulate the United Nations, participants discuss both current and
historical events. “The club provides a place in the school where
students can talk not only about
current events,” said Acheson.
“Particularly we talk about international relations, and learn
about the background of those
relations over the past 50 years.”
According to students, one
of the most exciting aspects of
the club is the opportunity to
attend conferences and discuss
world issues with students nationwide. Fourteen Model U.N.
members attended this year’s
conference in Williamsburg, VA.
The four sessions were spread

out from Friday to Sunday,
each one lasting three to four
hours. More than fifty schools,
both public and private, participated in the conference. Park
was involved in seven committees, representing Brazil, the
United Kingdom, and Paraguay.
Prior to the conference,
members researched their individual committees and their
countries’ position on the issues, and discussed possible
resolutions. “I was a part of
the World Health Committee,”
recalled Brooke Moscow ‘11.
“We discussed water scarcity
and tried to come up with beneficial ways to resolve it… We
definitely accomplished a lot
and made some strong strides in

order to solve this dire issue.”
Though Moscow’s committee was one of the largest, made
up of nearly two hundred delegates, there were many smaller
ones, such as the committee on
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Columbia (FARC), which Zach
Price ‘08 attended along with
only nine other delegates. “We
discussed two major issues: defending drug trading, and what
to do with demilitarization,”
said Price. “In the committee
we simulated kidnapping and
executing the Minister of Defense and Energy and torturing
the first lady of Colombia. We
also started a giant battle against
Colombia with the help of the
Venezuelan forces,” said Price.

Li Young Lee writes for the universe
by Nasim Chatha ‘09
“When I write a poem, I
feel like the whole universe
is listening. Not just humans,
but the animals, the rocks. The
sun stops shining to hear me
write.” These are the words of
Li-Young Lee, the 2007-08 Peter
Baida Writer-in-Residence. Lee,
a highly acclaimed ChineseAmerican poet, came to Park
on Friday, December 7, and
spoke to the Upper School during assembly, in addition to two
smaller sessions held afterwards.
During the assembly, Lee
read his own work, both finished

and in progress, and answered
questions from the audience.
At times Lee filled the auditorium with laughter as he told
stories. Other times, Lee revealed personal insights on the
meanings behind his poetry.
Following assembly, there
was a small lunch session held
for student leaders of Park’s
various publications, and another small session was held
after for those interested in
furthering their discussions with
Lee. During the first of these
sessions, Lee told students seated around him, “Philosophers
are wannabe poets. Poetry is
the mother of all other arts.”

Most students had a positive reaction to Lee. “The dude
might seem out there, but his
ideas are great and fundamental
to art,” said Jack Patterson ‘10.
According to Lee, every
poem is a complete entity, and
as the poet he is the channel
of the entire universe. “A great
poet can reveal the order of the
cosmos,” said Lee. “Thousands
of years of evolution are packed
into DNA. That’s the kind of
information I want to pack into
a poem.” Lee also believes that
a poet inhales, absorbing everything, and then exhales a poem.
“For me,” he said, “a poem is
spoken on the dying breath.”

photo by M.J. Kienhe ’09
Poet Li Young Lee adressed the
Upper School December 7.
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Split could cost Dems election
by Everett Rosenfeld ‘09

It is looking as if the
Democratic Party may
surpass its unbelievable
showing in 2004. With a
war in Iraq going poorly
and our economy going
down the drain, the Democrats still managed to
lose a presidential election that was handed to
them. In fact, Bush received a larger percentage
of the vote in 2004 than he
did in the 2000 election.
Complain all you
like about the maniacal
scheming of Karl Rove or
the surge of Evangelical
Christianity, but the biggest problem in 2004 was
that Democrats were not
united behind the KerryEdwards ticket. People
shouted out the slogan
“Anybody but Bush!” and

instead of encouraging the
independents, this worried
them that the Democratic
candidate wasn’t actually of any substance.
The Democratic Party
is setting itself up for a
much more serious problem in the 2008 elections.
As I watched the coverage of Super Tuesday, I
was amazed at how marginalized everything had
become. The analysis
concerned how different
groups were voting; Blacks
and the youth for Obama,
and women and older
voters for Clinton. If the
party continues to separate itself along such rigid
lines as gender, race, and
age, then I fear that any
candidate who eventually
makes it into the general
election will be too weak.
Without a clear

Sacramento Bee/MCT

Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton greet the audience at the Kodak Theatre before their first oneon-one debate.

mandate, how can a Democratic candidate hope to
win? The politics of the
primaries have become
such that smear campaigns
are run between members
of the same party. This creates violent factionalism
between two candidates
with essentially identical
policies. And that is the
biggest problem. If the
candidates were significantly different it might be
acceptable to argue about
the direction of the party.
However, when (aside
from healthcare) every
significant policy is indistinguishable from the
other, unity is what the
Democrats should be striving for. Now I understand
that an Obama supporter
will probably vote for Clinton in the general election,
but independents (who
hold the powerful swing
vote) might be discouraged by the disarray that
a divided party displays.
A brokered Democratic
convention this summer
would hand likely Republican nominee John
McCain the presidency.
So instead of Obama
and Clinton continuing
to hurt the chances of a
Democratic presidential
win in 2008, they should
be encouraging the coming together of all those
opposed to the direction
our country has taken
in the past eight years.
If the Democrats fail to
get their act together we
will continue down the
path Bush has set us on.

Sacramento Bee/MCT

Republican candidates Mitt Romney, John McCain, Ron Paul, and Mike Huckabee pose before
a debate at the Regan Library in California.

Would the real
conservative
please stand up?
by Ethan Haswell ‘09
The Republicans are in
the midst of what might
be the deciding moment
for the future of their
party. This election has
seen the clash of two very
distinct factions of the
party: the fiscally conservative, small government
supporters (who it now
seems are considered moderate Republicans), and
the religious right. So far
in the primaries, the nation’s Republicans have
demonstrated a surprising
lack of unity, with three
candidates picking up significant portions of the
vote, and Rep. Ron Paul
stirring up the libertarians.
Here’s a bit of a rundown
on who these guys are.
Mike Huckabee is the
former governor of Arkansas. For him there are only

two laws; big government
is bad, and Jesus is good
(he also seems to espouse
lettuce’s merits since
he lost over a hundred
pounds). Apparently lots
of voters think that this is a
winning platform, because
they’ve been coming out
in droves to support him.
Mitt Romney was
the governor of Massachusetts…and now he is
pandering to the religious
right. In a very short
amount of time he has
gone from the man who
socialized medicine in
Massachusetts to the destroyer of big government
spending. Romney’s only
core value seems to be
flopping to whatever side
of an issue seems politically expedient. Or you could
believe that the 59 year old
actually had a religious
awakening right before
announcing his candidacy.

Ron Paul…what can
one say about him? He
hates anything that takes
away Americans’ individual rights, unless it’s
on abortion. Apart from
that, he wants to get rid of
pretty much every branch
of the federal government.
His ideas remind people of
the fates of other nations
in history whose governments became fat and lazy
and corrupt: destruction.
Melodramatic…but true.
John McCain, whose
campaign was brought
back to life after being
pronounced dead, still has
trouble with conservatives;
he challenged them too
much on core values like
low taxes, and has been
firmly against many of
Bush’s policies. All the
same, it seems hard to say
that McCain doesn’t tell
people the truth, and that he
wouldn’t try his hardest to
ensure America’s success.
His genuine and patriotic
demeanor helped him to
win support in strongly
conservative states. With
his frontrunner status all
but locked in place, the
question is whether or
not he can rally the religious right to show up at
the polls in November.
Of these four, Huckabee
and Paul are unelectable.
Romney seems to be shifting too far to the right
away from his past; a
recipe for disaster. This
leaves only John McCain. As one Republican
strategist remarked, “McCain is the only one
who can win the general
election, and the Republicans all want him dead.”

Climate change: the danger of apathy in an iron box
by Everett Rosenfeld ‘09
Chinese story-teller and essayist Lu Xun once posed the
scenario: You wake up to find
yourself in an inescapable iron
box and you sense that others are
sleeping around you. Eventually
you come to the realization that
the oxygen in the box is running
out and you will all probably
die. Do you make noise and alert
the others? For “even if they
could not escape, they would at
least be conscious of their fate.”
Lu Xun was referring to the
“iron box” that the Confucian
principles had formed around
early Twentieth Century Chinese,
thereby limiting their ability to
become a modern nation. He
saw himself as the awake man
in the box, and his answer was
to alert every one of his readers to the impending doom that
Confucianism was bringing.

Although he was not discussing
today’s world, Lu Xun’s question is still extremely relevant.
As a society, we are struggling with this dilemma every
day. There are those of us who
see themselves as Lu Xun did:
the noise-maker in the iron box.
Others take the role of the sleeping victims and grow angry with
the warnings about their fate.
This is how our society has
approached the problem of
Global Warming. It is an issue
that will eventually lead to our
extinction if nothing is done,
yet with every passing day, the
iron box of greenhouse gasses
seems more impregnable. The
Al Gores among us see it as
their sole duty in life to impress
on us the gravity of the current
climate crisis, and to organize
the entire population of the
box into an escape taskforce.
Some of us, waking up and

hearing the cries, decide that able, and it is in our power to
there is nothing that can be reverse its effects. So, instead
done. I was driving with my of knowing of the problem just
friend and his older brother a so that you understand why you
couple months ago, and they are dying, you should attempt
were both throwing their trash to stop this impending death.
There are still worse responsout the window of their SUV
into the woods along the side of es to the truth about the climate
the road. I casually remarked, crisis than those of my friend and
“Man, you guys should really his older brother. Some people
see An Inconvenient Truth,” to ignore or distrust the facts, they
are told that
which my friend’s
they are in an
older brother reiron box, and
sponded, “I did see
all they want
it. And I learned
to do is go
that we’re all going
back to sleep.
to die anyway, so
I personit doesn’t matter.”
ally believe
This comthat knowing
ment might be
the situation
understandable
is better than
if we were in Lu
remaining ignoXun’s iron box, but
rant regardless
this isn’t the case.
Global warming Lu Xun posed the problem of how grave
the outlook
is not yet unbeat- of the iron box.

may be. Just as Lu Xun felt a
need to try and reform a seemingly hopeless China, I think that
we should learn all we can about
supposedly impregnable problems. Lu Xun (and the rest of the
May Fourth Movement which
he was part of) eventually broke
China out of its Confucian box
and it is now a thriving country.
We too can find a solution to the
problem of climate change, but
not by ignoring our ever-dwindling reserve of oxygen (this is
both a reference to the extended
metaphor and a fact). If we wake
up the world to our situation,
we can together save our planet.
So do not turn off the television next time you see a special
report about melting glaciers or
the death of the rainforest because it is “boring” or you have
“heard it all before.” Listen to
the cries of those fully awake
to the situation, and help them.
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What did you think of Immersion Week?

“I didn’t like it. I’d rather have classes next
year. I didn’t enjoy my activity; I didn’t do
anything all week, I just sat there. Also, I
didn’t even signup for that activity, I was just
put in it.” –Isabelle ‘11

“It was super! My favorite part was
the hamburgers.” –Sam ‘08

“I thought it was good, but it needs work. I’m
not sure if some of the activities should have
been done. It needs more planning.” –Matan ‘10

“Let’s do it again. Let’s keep making it better. it was better this year than ever before.
the hardest part is keeping up the good
energy year to year, and keeping it fresh.”
–Howard Berkowitz, English

“I think that Immersion Week was a success, but we
could have done things better, especially in terms of
organization. My activity was great though, I really
enjoyed it.” –Stevie ‘09
photos by A. Patel ‘08

A tedious waste of time
by Daniel Tsemach ‘10
This year I experienced my first immersion week. Designed as a break
between the first and second semesters,
the week is used to give students a
chance to immerse themselves in activities that they otherwise would not be
able to experience. The Upper School
had an opportunity to take on various
activities relating to culinary arts, self
defense, board games, and many others.
The idea of immersion week is tempting for any student who experiences the
strenuous conclusion to a dramatic first
semester at Park. One might say that the
transition could not be better, but one
would be mistaken. Many of the activities
were extremely tedious and leaders could
hardly stretch their agenda over four days.
Aside from the activities, the weeks before and after immersion week became
even harder, leading students to be even
more stressed than they usually would
be during the end of the first semester.
The activities of this year’s immersion week were far too specific. Leaders
for various groups did not realize that
by choosing topics, such as “Dumpling
Making,” they constrained themselves.
It would have been more logical to pick
topics that give the leaders more room
for creativity within a more general subject. Therefore “Dumpling Making,” for
example, could have been Asian Cuisine.
“Dumpling Making” was not the
only case of an overly specific proposal.

“A war game requires several hours of
set up,” said senior Aaron Brant about
his activity, “Then you play the game
for about an hour, only to realize that
it’s not fun at all, nearly impossible to
understand, and contains information
that can be easily obtained from spending two minutes in a history class. The
only redeeming quality of the activity is
that if war is half as bad as War Games,
it will encourage students to become
pacifists. The concept of an immersion
week is indeed a good one, but it rests
on the fact that the activities are good.”
One of the main reasons for immersion
week is to give students a break before
starting the second semester. Ironically,
immersion week made the end of the
first semester even more stressful. Most
students only had three days to finish more than a week’s worth of work.
Also, some classes did not end the first
semester on one topic, but continued
the topic after immersion week. For
example, when I returned to my math
class I learned that we would be having
a test on the next Monday on the material that we had learned before the break.
After having a week with no serious
classes, the material is anything but fresh.
Having a week to learn about different cultures and topics is a great idea, but
the choices of activities in this particular
immersion week were not successful. If
immersion week were shorter it also might
stand a chance. Although there were certainly activities that succeeded, immersion
week in itself did not serve its purpose.

“It was all right. I liked how it was different
and a chance to do something you wouldn’t
normally do. However, it did get kind of repetitive.” –Scott ‘09

A chance to explore
by Becka Althauser ‘09
After finally persuading faculty,
months of meetings, and lots of planning,
students were allowed to bring Immersion
Week back. Created as a way to give students a much deserved break in between
semesters, the concept is to truly immerse
yourself in an activity that you may not
have a chance to normally participate in.
I had often heard stories of the legendary
Immersion Week from my brother, who
took How to Be a Guy, and Rock Climbing, and thoroughly enjoyed them both.
So when it was finally my turn to experience Immersion Week, I was thrilled.
This year I took Stencil Seminar. We
spent the four days downloading images,
cutting out stencils, and spray-painting
the stencils onto pretty much anything
we wanted. We even got a chance to visit
Village Thrift to buy clothes. I was having
so much fun over in the Arts Center that
I was thoroughly shocked when I learned
that many of my peers back in the Upper
School were not enjoying themselves.
It seems to me that the main complaints
of the week were the lottery system, unqualified leaders, lack of activities, and
a bad group of people. But, as cliché as

it sounds, the week is truly about what
you make it. If you didn’t have friends in
your group, Immersion Week would be a
great time to bond with people in other
grades or outside your normal circle of
friends. As for the lottery system and
the lack of activities, this was perhaps
what shocked me the most. Unlike most
people, I had a hard time choosing what
to keep off my list of activities, not what
to sign up for. And while unqualified
leaders might make things harder, you
don’t need to know what you are doing
to lead an activity. Our leaders had only
slightly more experience than we did and
it was an extremely successful activity.
One suggestion I have is to bring back
Arts Immersion Week. If the activities
had more focus and we were to bring in
experts from outside of school then most
of the issues raised about Immersion
Week would be solved. Still, however
much planning people do, if you do not
come into Immersion Week with an open
mind, ready to try something new and
different, then there is no way for it to
succeed. Even if there are great activities,
if you don’t immerse yourself and give
the activity a chance, then you are simply
losing the chance to learn something new.
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Boys’ Varsity seeks redemption in playoffs
by Aaron Brant ‘08
The Bruins’ season thus far
can be characterized as one of
ups and downs. Unfortunately
for Park’s Boys’ Varsity basketball team, their most recent
games would most certainly be
called downers. As the Bruins
trudged out of the Brooks Lakin
Perfomance Court, heads sunken
from the stinging seventeen point
loss to Saints Peter and Paul, the
fact that work needed to be
done was more than apparent.
And while the Bruins’ debacle was tough for the team
to swallow, the boys should not
be dissatisfied with their current position in the MIAA C
conference. After last year’s top
two teams moved up to the B
conference, chances of another
Park championship increased
significantly. This news, along
with the return of Head Coach
Josh Wolf after a one year absence, gave the Bruins a new
found confidence at the start of
the season. Wolf, known as Lobo
to most of the Upper School,
was excited to be back with
the team. “It’s been great to be
back,” he said, “I love practice,
I love games, I love being in
the gym on a Friday night.”
This confidence shined
through as the team took down
opponent Greater Grace 46-33 in
the home opener on November
19. The Bruins, led by senior
captain Anthony Kinslow’s 12
points, 4 rebounds, and 4 steals,
grew more comfortable on the
court as the game progressed,
outscoring their opponents 21-12
in the fourth quarter. However,
as the story has gone so far,
the team’s next two games did
not yield such great results.
The matches were against B

conference teams Saint Paul’s
and Friends, and both clearly
portrayed the large gap in talent
between the two conferences. Park lost to Saint Paul’s,
28-49, and to Friends, 43-56.
The Bruin’s next game turned
the tide for the team once again.
Against a bigger and faster
Carver squad, the Bruins played
four periods of excellent offense. It was a back-and-forth
match, but the Bruins were able
to pull ahead when they needed
to, winning 73-69. The highlight
of the game was the performance of leading scorers, Karl
Nelson ’09 and Kinslow ’08,
who combined for 50 points.
“My teammates got me the ball,
there was great enthusiasm from
the bench, and Lobo did a great
job coaching,” noted Nelson.
After two more preseason
losses against CHEN (63-67)
and Pikesville high (36-45), the
team had its first conference
game against newcomer Indian
Creek on December 18. The
Eagle’s inexperience against C
conference teams was evident,
and the Bruins easily handled
the opposition, winning 64-30.
Unfortunately, the next two
conference games did not bode
so well for Park. Against Key on
December 21, the Bruins were
able to dig themselves out of a
nine point halftime deficit by
playing excellent defense in the
third quarter, during which the
Obezags scored a mere 2 points.
“That was when we started to realize that defensively we can be
powerful,” said Lobo. When it
counted most, though, the Bruins
could not put Key away. With
15 seconds left in regulation,
Park was up by two with victory in sight. But after a missed
layup and several missed freethrows by Park, the Obezags hit

Games played
01/18/08 Park 46 Baltimore Lutheran 39
01/22/08 Park 47 Indian Creek 26
01/25/08 Park 49 Key 42
01/29/08 Beth Tfiloh 40 Park 30
02/01/08 Saints Peter & Paul 65 Park 48
02/05/08 Yeshivat Ra 65 Park 62

photo by A. Patel ‘08

A. Kinslow ‘08 goes for a layup in an out of conference game versus Yeshivat Ram Bam.

a buzzer-beating layup to send
the game into overtime. Park’s
stellar defense was nowhere to
be seen in OT, as Key outscored
the Bruins 13-6 to win 42-35.
One might think that after
a long winter break to think
about the loss, the team would
never make the same mistake
again. But on January 8, against
Saints Peter and Paul, the Bruins experienced first hand that
history often repeats itself. This
time, Park was up five with
just 17 seconds to play, but
once again the Bruins were
unable to finish out the fourth
quarter, letting their opponents
come back and bring the game
into overtime. The team, which
failed to capitalize on several
offensive opportunities, scored

Team Leaders
ppg: 15 Karl Nelson
rpg: 6 Anthony Kinslow
6 Tony DeMarco

Upcoming games

apg: 2 Anthony Kinslow

Tuesday 2/12/2008 4:00 PM
Home vs. Baltimore Lutheran

steals: 61 Anthony Kinslow

Program night!!!
Saturday 2/16/2008 9:00 PM
Home vs. Beth Tfiloh

3PtM: 12 Karl Nelson
FTM: 54 Anthony Kinslow

only four points in overtime and
lost its second straight conference match, 47-52. Coach Wolf
credited missed lay-ups, missed
foul-shots, and turnovers as the
biggest contributors in Park’s
two close losses. “We’re getting nickeled and dimed,” said
Wolf, “if it were just one of these
things, you wouldn’t care. But
over time, it starts to hurt you.”
Lucky for the Bruins, the
team has always managed to
climb out of its slumps. After
the devastating Key and Saints
Peter and Paul losses, Park
bounced back and won four
straight conference games. The
first game came at home against
Chapelgate on a Friday night.
In a matchup with big playoff
implications, the Bruins’ defensive tenacity was too much for
the visiting Yellow Jackets. The
Bruin’s Big Three, consisting of
Karl Nelson, Anthony Kinslow,
and Tony “Beaker” DeMarco
’08, led the way, combining for
39 points in Park’s 50-32 victory.
The team’s next two opponents were C conference
punching bags Baltimore Lutheran and Indian Creek, in
which the Bruins won 46-39 and
47-26 respectively. Park next
faced Key on January 25, in what
would be a game of redemption.
Fueled by the bitter loss in December, the Bruins out-hustled
the Obezags for a satisfying 4942 win. Leading scorers were
once again Nelson (15 points, 10
rebounds), Kinslow (14 points,
6 rebounds, 6 steals), and Demarco (12 points, 4 rebounds),

who was playing with the flu.
“After they beat us three times
last year and knocked us out of
the playoffs, it felt really good
to come back and beat them,”
said Captain Ben Levin ’08.
The team’s happiness would
only be temporary, though. The
week after their big victory
against Key, familiar problems
pushed the Bruins back in the
standings. Against Beth Tfiloh on
January 29, Park’s offense all but
disappeared in the second half,
as the Bruins combined for only
nine points in the second half for
a 30-40 loss. Three days later, on
Friday night, it was Park’s defense that floundered; the Sabres
got ahead early and never looked
back, beating the Bruins 65-48.
With only three conference
games remaining, the team desperately needs to get its act
together. While a playoff game
is most likely in their future,
the Bruins may go no further
than one game into the playoffs
if they do not work on improving their flaws, which members
of the team do not hesitate to
point out. Demarco noted that
“more people need to step up
and put the ball in the hoop,”
while Levin said that “the lack
of an inside game: offensive,
defensive, and rebounding” is
another of the team’s problems.
If the Bruins can make these adjustments, they might have what
it takes to make a strong postseason run, redeem themselves for
losses earlier in the season, and
bring home the team’s second
championship in three years.
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photo by A. Patel ‘08

Senior point guard L. Gold shoots a three pointer.

Games played
photo by A. Patel ‘08

M. Fidler ‘08 shoots a layup while senior C. Ellwanger (25) ‘08 and L. Weinberg ‘10 follow.

Girls’ Varsity wins regular
season conference title
by Sam Cornblath ‘10
With a 16-2 record, this year’s
Girls Varsity basketball team has
already secured a playoff spot.
This outcome is not surprising as
the team consists of 11 strong and
dedicated players. Even before
the season began, Head Coach
Kevin Coll described the team as
“having depth, balance, and athleticism among all members to
run the ball for the entire game.”
Beyond athletic ability, this
year’s team has already exhibited a tight chemistry. The girls
spent the off-season at a basketball game together and also had
a team movie night early in the
season. “Everyone has a strong
commitment to the team and
each other,” said Captain Leah

Gold ’08. These sentiments
are echoed by fellow Captains
Mica Fidler ’08 and Claire Ellwanger ’08. “This season we are
becoming a really close team,”
noted Ellwanger. “Everyone is
up for the challenge. We have a
number of experienced returning
players and several strong new
additions who compliment and
round out the team,” said Fidler.
There is something to be said
about each member of the squad.
In fact, “everyone on the team is
a star,” remarked Fidler, “From
two-time IAAM all star forward
and Captain Claire Ellwanger
’08, to the youngest member of
the varsity squad, freshman Rose
Coll ’11.” Other notable players
include captains Fidler and Gold,
as well as center Dawn Lee ‘09.
“Dawn is a force to be reckoned

photo by A. Patel ‘08
The Girls’ Varsity Basketball team following their regular season
ending victory, giving them a 15-1 record in conference.

with and is unstoppable with her
left hand,” said Gold. Rounding
out the team are juniors Rebecca
Althauser, Emily Monnett, and
She’Tiel Coley; and sophomores Adrienne Tarver, Lucie
Weinberg, and Kristen Smith.
The players aren’t the only
important members of the team.
Coach Coll and newly acquired
Assistant Coach Lisa Long are
vital to this year’s Girls Varsity
Basketball team. “Towson Graduate Lisa Long is amazing. She
knows where everyone needs to
go and knows the right drills to
get them there,” said Fidler. “She
is a strong positive influence,”
added Coll. There is unanimous
agreement among all members
of the team that five year Coach
Coll as Gold describes is, “committed, intense and known to lose
sleep during basketball season.”
Prior to Park, Coll coached boys’
basketball at his previous school.
Even though he has experienced
coaching both genders, Coll
readily admits he prefers coaching girls. “Girls have a great
attitude when playing competitive sports and are more
fun to coach,” Coll claimed.
The girls faced a full and
demanding schedule including games against Garrison
Forest, Friends, Baltimore Lutheran, Beth T’filoh, and last
year’s league champions, Annapolis Area Christian School.
The season opened with a non-

01/25/08 Catholic High 39 Park 33
01/28/08 Park 44 Baltimore Lutheran 22
01/30/08 Park 66 Glenelg Country 28
02/01/08 Park 37 Friends 34
02/04/08 Park 72 Beth T’filoh 37
02/06/08 Park 70 Mount Carmel 15

Playoffs
Tuesday 2/12/2008 5:30 PM
Home vs. tbd

Championship!!!!
Sunday 2/17/2008 7:00 PM
Villa Julie College, tbd vs. tbd
conference game against Bryn
Mawr on December 3, in which
the Bruins lost 30-55. Though
it was a tough loss, freshman
Rose Coll showed her potential
with 15 points and 12 rebounds.
Lee also had a high-quality game
with eight points and six rebounds. Tarver noted that even
though this was the first time the
whole team had played together:
“We did some good things, and
this was a great starting point
because we can only improve.”
The team’s first win came
against Catholic High, a 4221 victory. Lee had 10 points
and 8 rebounds, while Lucie Weinberg ’10 added six
points and two steals. “It was
our first game after a disappointing loss, but we played
as planned. This game might
have looked easy, but they are
a very good team and have won
most of their games,” said Coll.
On December 14th the team
experienced a disappointing
first half against Friends. “The
girls played a very timid first
half. They were pressing but it
wasn’t working,” said Coll. “The
first half was a let down, but we
came back and it was great to see

because everyone had a part,”
said Ellwanger. “In the second
half the team outscored Friends
35-10 and pressured the whole
half wearing the other team
down,” described Coll. Lee
had 18 points and 11 rebounds
while Ellwanger went for nine
points, nine rebounds, seven assists, three steals, and one block.
At 16-2 (15-1) the Bruins
have clinched a playoff spot.
Still, that does not mean that
they have lost a flair for the
dramatics. During a week long
stretch from January 22 to January 28, the Bruins went 3-1,
winning their three games by a
total of five points. Those wins
came against third place Garrison, and the first place team in
the X division (Park plays in the
Y), Baltimore Lutheran. Unfortunately, the Bruins also suffered
their first loss of the season,
a 39-33 defeat at the hands of
second place Catholic. However,
they bounced back from the
disappointing loss and beat Glenelg, Friends and Beth T’filoh.
With the playoffs approaching,
many around Park are wondering
whether this can be the Bruins’
squad that brings home the ‘ship.
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Boys JV tears up
C-Conference
by Andy Marmer ‘08
One of the best teams at Park
this year is the Boys Junior Varsity basketball squad. The JV
Bruins are 8-4 on the year and
7-1 in conference. All three defeats were against B conference
programs. In each of those three
games, the Bruins kept the game
close into the second half and
felt that they could have won.
The Bruins have thus far
proven themselves to be the class
of the C conference. Despite
their dominance, the Bruins entered their showdown with Beth
T’filoh a mere half game ahead
of the Warriors. Both teams knew
that this match up would have a
huge impact on which team
would enter the playoffs with
the number one seed. The contest lived up to its expectations.
Before the game, head coach
Derek Larkins stated, “This is
a very important game for us.
It’s not necessarily the most
important, but it is a big game.”

The game played out just as a
heavyweight bout should. The
two teams traded punches until only one was left standing.
The Warriors landed the first
blow, jumping out to an early
8-4 lead. This was the biggest
lead the Warriors would get
all night. Park’s press started
forcing turnovers, leading to
a quick 6-0 Bruins run. The
game was tied 12-12 as the
first quarter was ending, when
Bradley Williams ’09 took over.
Williams hit a buzzer beater to
give the Bruins the lead at the
end of the quarter. He then followed this up with a masterful
second quarter, converting two
magnificent “and-ones” to bring
the visiting crowd to their feet
and leaving many of the varsity
players in awe. Led by Williams,
the Bruins extended their lead
to seven, the biggest lead of
the night. Park wasn’t able to
capitalize on the lead, and they
let the Warriors back into the
game before halftime. As the
teams entered the locker room,

the Bruins clung to a 27-25 lead.
Park-Beth T’filoh games have
a reputation as being hard-fought
and tough defensively. The
second half proved why this reputation exists. In the third quarter,
the Bruins were outscored 4-8,
giving Beth Tfiloh a two-point
lead entering the final quarter.
This quarter would prove to be
the most exciting of the year.
Both teams made numerous defensive stops to start
the quarter, before Nick Sangiamo ‘10 tied the game at 33.
The Warriors responded, giving
themselves a two point lead.
Sangiamo again answered, tying
the game this time at 35. Then
the Bruins took off, gaining what
seemed like an insurmountable
five point lead. Kyle Long ‘10
was huge for the Bruins in this
stretch, hitting multiple clutch
free throws. Still, the Bruins
were playgued by their Achilles
heel all season: turnovers. The
team had multiple turnovers late,
allowing the Warriors to creep
within one point with 1:30 left.
At this time, Forrest Carroll ’10
attempted to throw a cross-court
pass, which was deflected by a
Warriors defender. Attempting to
defend against the lay up, Long
got called for a flagrant foul,
which gave Beth Tfiloh two free

throws and the ball. The Warriors
shooter tied the game at the line
but could do no further damage.
When the Bruin’s got the ball
back, Captain Jackson Houbolt
‘09 scored the biggest two of
his team high sixteen points,
converting a layup after getting
his own rebound. Houbolt added
a free throw in the closing seconds to help preserve the 43-40
Bruin’s victory. After the game,
Larkins described what everyone
was thinking “It was a tough
game. We showed a lot of heart.”
Thus far this season, the Bru-

This year’s Girls Varsity indoor soccer team was a bit of
a disappointment, finishing last
in “A” Conference play with no
wins and eight losses. The girls
were led by Coach Tim Rider,
who was in his first season with
the Bruins. Helping Rider were
team captains and outdoor varsity players Gabby Lessans ’08,
Jessica Oring ’08, and Kayla
Bruun ’09. Aside from those
three, the players did not have
much varsity experience. The

Bruins 14 person team consisted
of five seniors and three juniors;
the rest were underclassmen.
Furthermore, since several
key outdoor soccer players play
basketball during the winter,
the team is forced to plug inexperienced and young players
into key roles. Playing goalie
was freshman Hannah Briggs
while classmate Gabby Schwartz
played midfield. Other contributors were sophomores Helen
Goelet and Georgi McCauley.
The schedule consisted of games
against Notre Dame Prep,

Friends, Glenelg, Roland Park,
St. Paul’s, John Carroll, Maryvale, and Institute of Notre Dame.
The closest contest for the
Bruins came on January 15,
when they played Roland Park
Country School. After a well
played, competitive game Roland Park came out with a 4-3
win. While the Bruins looked
to gain momentum from the
match and move on with the
second half of their season, it
was not meant to be. In their last
four games, the Bruins lost by
at least a 4 goal deficit in each,

photo courtesy Brownie

N. Sangiamo ‘10 shoots over
a Boys’ Latin defender.

ending a long and sad season.
Said Rider, “We’re just young,
and they’re getting used to my
style.” But not all was lost in
the winless season. “Everyone
improved a lot throughout the
season,” said Senior Ada Sonnenfeld. “We had a bunch of fun
and got to play some soccer.”
Next year the young contributors from this year’s team will
have major roles. If the girls
keep improving at the same rate
they did this year, it will lead
to more wins and the future
success of the Park program.

Squash: Vegetable Or Sport?
by Nate Kaufman ‘10
For people who don’t know
anything about squash, it is a
fast-paced game requiring strategy and agility. Squash is also the
newest addition to both Park’s
athletic program and the MIAA.
The Park co-ed squash team
came into existence last winter. Two parents, Laura Tucker
and Chrissy Miller, came up
with the idea to start the program. Peter Heffernan, Kenny
Katz, and Jim Halle signed
on to coach the team. The
sport is gaining in popularity,
and this year’s roster is full.
Squash is played with a ball
and racquet on an indoor, enclosed court. The racquet used

is more narrow than a tennis
racquet but about as long. The
shape is similar as a tennis racquet, however; the racquet has
a head, throat, and handle. The
ball is the same size as a ping
pong ball, but almost ten times
as heavy. The MIAA only plays
singles, but the game can also
be played as doubles. A match
is won when a player wins three
games of nine points each, but
you can only score when you
serve, much like in volleyball.
What makes a good squash
player? It takes someone who
is “lean and quick and knows
where to place the ball,” said
Sam Cornblath ‘10. Arthur Sonnenfeld ‘10 added that “what a
player may lack in speed, he or

she has to make up in smarts.”
Before the season began, the
Park team knew that it was going to be challenging, as they
were playing schools with a lot
more experience. They didn’t
have high expectations because
other teams practice five days
a week to Park’s two and have
nationally ranked players. Alex
Katz ’10 said simply, “Our
goal is to compete.” He added,
“We want to be able to stand
on the same court as them.”
The team has become more
serious this year. Drew “Deedles” Kaup ‘10 and Michael
Tucker ‘10 explained that playing a lot is important and, with
that, you’ll get gradually better.
“There are a lot of short sprints;

Girls JV B-ball
nearly perfect
by Aaron Brant ‘08

Girl’s Indoor Soccer struggles through season
by Alex Katz ‘10

ins have not only been winning
games, but dominating them.
Of the team’s seven wins, all
but two of them have been by
double digits. Sophomores Kyle
Long and Nick Sangiamo have
proven themselves to be stars
of the future for the Bruins
basketball program. Furthermore, numerous other players
are proving that they too have
what it takes to continue the
legacy of Park Bruins basketball.

that’s the kind of endurance
you have to have,” said Kaup.
In the first two matches of
the season, Park was, so to
speak, squashed by Gilman and
Boys’ Latin. “Losing all the time
is unfortunate,” said Everett
Rosenfeld ’09, “but it is kind of
what we were expecting.” The
team has played Gilman twice,
Boys’ Latin twice, St. Paul’s,
and St. Andrews from Delaware.
Although they have not won any
matches this season, the program
is moving forward. The enthusiasm from players and coaches is
evident, for they believe that the
most important thing to do on
the court is to get better and have
fun. As Katz said about their
team, “It’s like a big family.”

They may not draw large
crowds, but if one were to stop
by and catch a glimpse of this
year’s Girls’ Varsity basketball
team, he or she would be very
impressed with the quality of
basketball that Coach Bill Pace
has his team playing. As it stands
now, the Bruins are 12-1 in the
C Conference and 15-2 overall.
Aside from their surprising loss
to Beth T’filoh, the Bruins have
won their conference games by
an average of 30 points, have
posted the single season high
in points of any team in the
conference, and have had seven
different players score in double
figures throughout the season.
“We all work really well together
and get along well,” said Captain
Autumn Cohen ‘11. Added Ariella Brant ‘11, “We’ve all gotten
so close; we’re very tight knit.”
Aside from a superb inconference record, the team’s
out-of-conference games have
been equally impressive. The
Bruins went 2-1 in three exhibition games, beating a
“B” Conference Bryn Mawr
team by six, dominating “A”
Conference Towson Catholic
by 54 points, and dropping
a heartbreaker to “A” Conference McDonogh 42-36.
Making the success of this
year’s squad even more impressive are the circumstances
under which the girls have had
to play. The team has struggled
with staying healthy throughout
the whole season. “We haven’t
had a full group of people in
practice since the 10th or 11th
of January,” Pace remarked.
Although there are no official
playoffs for Girls’ JV, the conference’s top four teams, Park,
Anapolis Area Christian, Garrison Forrest, and Beth T’filoh,
have organized their own tournament. Park, the number one seed,
hosts Beth T’filoh on Monday
February 11. The Bruins will be
looking for some sweet revenge,
as Beth T’filoh was the only C
conference team to beat the girls
this season, in what was a heartbreaking 49-47 loss for Park.
With the championship in sight,
Coach Pace and his squad of
seven have a lot to be proud of.
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Maryland to play important role in Democratic primaries
by Tony DeMarco ‘08
The campaign for the Democratic
nomination for president has been one
of the longest in history. Much of this
is due to the discontent with the current administration, but also the large
amount of excitement about the candidates running for the nomination.
Barack Obama’s campaign for President unofficially began almost four years
ago at the democratic convention when
he was the keynote speaker. The little
known senator from Illinois made his
name known in a big way by making one
of the greatest speeches of this decade.
This launched a one term senator towards
the Democratic presidential nomination.
When the race started over a year ago
Hillary Clinton, a former First Lady and

New York Senator, was the runaway
favorite. Even as late as August Clinton
claimed 45% of a national CBS conducted poll with Obama getting only 25%.
Her lead has slowly been cut away at by
Obama and now, according to realpolitics.
com, leads him 46% to 36% nationally.
A lot of Clinton’s support has come
because of her very strong stance on
health care. Hillary is the only candidate
remaining who supports a Universal
Health Care plan, which she claims is
the only way to lift the country out of
our broken system. This was the major
topic of the debate on January 31, and
she clearly came out on top of this issue.
Obama has labeled himself as the
candidate for change, and has adopted the slogan “yes we can.”
Clinton has been criticized for her

‘dirty tactics’ both on the campaign trail
and during the debate in Myrtle Beach
on Monday, January 21. She has brought
Obama’s record under very tight scrutiny
and attacked him for his abnormally high
amount of abstaining votes in the Illinois
state legislature. Her most aggressive
point came after Clinton and Obama
had been bickering for a while when she
said, “Well, listen, I was arguing against
Ronald Reagan’s policies while you were
representing a slumlord in Chicago.”
This point came across very strong and
really put Obama’s record in question.
In the second debate, both candidates
were less agressive and tried to focus
more on the issues. In Clinton’s opening,
she made certain that everyone knew that
her main goal is defeating the Republicans
and not tearing apart her opponent in the

primary, Obama. She didn’t completely
stay on this path throughout the entire
debate still taking some hacks at Obama.
Leading up to Super Tuesday, Obama
steadily gained on Clinton culminating in
a CNN poll with Obama leading Clinton
nationally. With all of this momentum
leading into Super Tuesday, the delegate
split went almost right down the middle
with Clinton clinging to a six delegate
lead. Clinton got a big boost from her win
in California, a state that many thought
she needed to win. The next big round
of primaries is today here in Maryland,
Virginia, and Washington D.C. Although
these primaries will have an impact
on the election, they will probably not
decide it. The race will most likely continue all the way until Ohio and Texas
and possibly even to the convention.

Idaho Statesman/MCT

Barack Obama
Barack Obama was born in Hawaii on August 4th, 1961. His father, Barack
Obama Sr., was born and raised in a small village in Kenya where he grew up
herding goats with his own father, who was a domestic servant to the British.
Barack’s mother, Ann Dunham, grew up in a small-town in Kansas. Her mother
went to work on a bomber assembly line and after, the war, they studied on the G.I.
Bill, bought a house through the Federal Housing Program, and moved west to Hawaii.
It was there, at the University of Hawaii, where Barack’s parents met. Barack’s father eventually returned to Kenya and Barack grew up with his
mother in Hawaii, and for a few years in Indonesia. Later, he moved to
New York, where he graduated from Columbia University in 1983.
In the Illinois State Senate, this meant working with both Democrats and Republicans
to help working families get ahead by creating programs like the state Earned Income Tax
Credit, which in three years provided over $100 million in tax cuts to families across the state.
In the U.S. Senate, he has focused on tackling the challenges of a globalized, 21st
century world with fresh thinking and a politics that no longer settles for the lowest common denominator. His first law was passed with Republican Tom Coburn, a measure to
rebuild trust in government by allowing every American to go online and to see how and
where every dime of their tax dollars is spent. He has also been the lead voice in championing ethics reform that would root out Jack Abramoff-style corruption in Congress.
Knowing the threat we face to our economy and our security
from America’s addiction to oil, he’s working to bring auto companies,
unions, farmers, businesses and politicians of both parties together to
promote the greater use of alternative fuels and higher fuel standards in our cars.
Whether it’s the poverty exposed by Katrina, the genocide in Darfur, or the role of faith
in our politics, Barack Obama continues to speak out on the issues that will define America in the 21st century. But above all his accomplishments and experiences, he is most
proud and grateful for his family. His wife, Michelle, and his two daughters, Malia, 9, and
Sasha, 6, live on Chicago’s South Side where they attend Trinity United Church of Christ.

Newsday/MCT

Hillary Clinton
Hillary Clinton was raised in a middle-class family in the middle of America. Hillary’s father, Hugh Rodham, was the son of a factory
worker from Scranton, Pennsylvania. He trained sailors in the Navy during World
War II and then returned to Illinois to start a small business selling draperies.
When her husband was elected President in 1992, Hillary’s work as a
champion for women was recognized and admired around the world. She traveled the globe speaking out against the degradation and abuse of women
and standing up for the powerful idea that women’s rights are human rights.
In the White House, Hillary led efforts to make adoption easier, to expand early
learning and child care, to increase funding for breast cancer research, and to help
veterans suffering from Gulf War syndrome who had too often been ignored in the past.
As everyone knows, Hillary’s fight for universal health coverage did not succeed.
But her commitment to health care for every American has never wavered. She was
instrumental in designing and championing the State Children’s Health Insurance
Program, which has provided millions of children with health insurance. She battled
the big drug companies to force them to test their drugs for children and to make sure
all kids get the immunizations they need through the Vaccines for Children Program.
But Hillary has recognized that we can’t ignore our problems at home while we face
challenges overseas. She has introduced legislation to tie Congressional salary increases
to an increase in the minimum wage, because she believes if America’s working people
don’t deserve a raise, neither does Congress. She has supported a variety of middle-class
tax cuts, including marriage penalty relief, property tax relief, and reduction in the Alternative Minimum Tax, and supports fiscally responsible pay-as-you-go budget rules.
In the Senate, Hillary has not wavered in her work to expand quality affordable
health care to more Americans. She worked to strengthen the Children’s Health Insurance Program, which increased coverage for children in low income and working
families. She authored legislation that has been enacted to improve quality and to
lower the cost of prescription drugs, and to protect our food supply from bioterrorism.
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Republicans
Republicans divided over direction of party
by Tony DeMarco ‘08
The Republican Party is split into two
factions; the religious right, and more
moderate conservatives. The leading
candidate for the Republican Presidential nomination is Arizona Senator John
McCain who is the most liberal of all
the republicans running. He started his
campaign strong, but he mismanaged his
fundraising money and started falling
behind in the polls. His political problems
also stemmed from the defeat of his immigration proposal. Also Rudy Giuliani’s
success hurt McCain because of their sim-

ilar political leanings on many issues, but
with Giuliani’s endorsement he has been
able to climb into a commanding lead.
Governor Huckabee has risen and
become the more conservative candidate,
and with Romney out of the race should
start to do very well. Even with Romney
taking many of his votes, on Super Tuesday he won Arkansas, Georgia, Alabama,
Tennessee, and West Virginia. In his
speech after many of the results were in,
he rightfully claimed it had become a two
person race between him and McCain.
Now that Romney is out of the race,
the Republican Party has been split

Orlando Sentinel/MCT

Mike Huckabee
Mike Huckabee is out to show people the American dream is still alive.
The former Arkansas governor recently formed a 2008 presidential exploratory
committee because he feels the country
needs a reawakening and a leadership
to address an array of issues, including
how to improve the nation’s infrastructure, education system, environmental
policy and failing health care system.
As former chairman of the Interstate Oil & Gas Compact Commission,
Huckabee worked with the 37-state
coalition to develop energy policy and
lobby Congress on energy matters, such
as the regulation of oil and gas production. He also is known nationally for
his focus on technology in state government. He created an automobile
license renewal system that’s become
a model for states across the country.
A significant part of his adult
life was spent as a pastor and denominational leader. He became the
youngest president ever of the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention, the largest
denomination in Arkansas. Huckabee
led rapidly growing congregations in
Pine Bluff and Texarkana. He said those

experiences gave him a deep sense of the
problems faced by individuals and families.
One of his proudest achievements as
governor was signing legislation creating ARKids First. The program provides
health insurance coverage for more than
70,000 Arkansas children who otherwise might have gone without. Before
leaving office, Huckabee supported the
ARHealthNet program which gives small
business owners and their employees
better access to health care coverage.
Huckabee, a fiscal conservative,
pushed through the Arkansas Legislature
the first major, broad-based tax cuts in
state history — a $90 million tax relief
package for Arkansas families. He led
efforts to establish a Property Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights and created a welfare
reform program that reduced the welfare
rolls in the state by almost 50 percent.
In total, Huckabee cut taxes and fees
over 90 times during his ten and a half
years as governor, saving the people of
Arkansas almost $380 million. When
he left office, Arkansas had over $800
million in state surplus, which he believes should go back to the people in
the form of either a tax rebate or tax cut.

down the middle. The moderates have
gone to McCain, and the conservatives
will go to Huckabee. In the states which
have already voted, McCain has done
artificially well since the more conservative vote was split between Romney and
Huckabee. This gave McCain victories in
many states without 50% of the electorate. In fact, he only won 48% of the vote
in his home state of Arizona. This signals
that it is possible that with Romney out,
Huckabee could still get the nomination.
If McCain were to get the nomination
as it looks like he will, the Republican
Party would move in a very different

direction from what we have seen from
them in the recent past. Many conservatives have been strongly opposed
to his run at the presidency, including conservative talk-show host Rush
Limbaugh. Limbaugh has said that
if McCain were elected it would tear
apart the Republican Party, and that
if McCain were nominated Limbaugh
wouldn’t vote in the general election.
Looking forward, McCain is the
obvious frontrunner to get the nomination, but Huckabee still has a chance.
This race is far from over although McCain is obviously in the driver’s seat.

Sacramento Bee/MCT

John McCain
John McCain has a remarkable record of leadership and experience that
embodies his unwavering lifetime commitment to service. First elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives from
Arizona in 1982, John has led the fight
for reforming Washington, eliminating wasteful government spending, and
strengthening our nation’s armed forces.
J o h n M c C a i n ’s r e f o r m a g e n da to reduce federal spending and
lower taxes quickly elevated him to
statewide office and he was elected to
the United States Senate in 1986, after
serving two terms in the U.S. House.
In the Senate, John continued to
demand that Congress put an end to
loopholes for special interests and fix the
broken system in Washington that too
often allows lobbyists to write legislation and members of Congress to waste
taxpayer money. In November 2004,
Senator McCain was overwhelmingly reelected with nearly 77 percent of the vote.
As the son and grandson of distinguished Navy admirals, John McCain
deeply values duty, honor and service
of country. John attended college at

the United States Naval Academy, and
launched a 22-year career as a naval
aviator upon his graduation. He continued the McCain tradition of service
to country passed down to him from
his father and grandfather when he
asked to serve in the Vietnam War.
On July 29 1967, John narrowly
survived the first of many near-death
experiences during his lifetime while
preparing to take off on a bombing
mission over North Vietnam from his
ship, the USS Forrestal. A missile accidentally fired from a nearby plane
struck the fuel tanks on John’s plane
and created a deadly inferno aboard
the ship. John barely escaped the fiery
disaster that killed 134 men, injured
hundreds more and destroyed 20 planes.
During his 23rd bombing mission
on October 26, 1967, a missile struck
John’s plane and forced him to eject,
knocking him unconscious and breaking
both his arms and his leg. John was then
taken as a prisoner of war into the now
infamous “Hanoi Hilton,” where he was
denied necessary medical treatment and
often beaten by the North Vietnamese.
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Buses could ease traffic and carbon emissions
by Eva Zenilman ‘09
Everyday 540 families drive to
Park. Among these are 80 student
drivers and the portion of 300 staff
members who send their children
here. At morning drop-off and
afternoon pick-up, long carpool
lines and crowded parking lots
choke the campus, causing drivers to wait with engines running.
Buses may be the answer. Not
only would their use resolve traffic problems, but they would also
decrease carbon emissions spent
driving to and from school and
from waiting in lines. Because a
mere 15% of the student body rides
the bus, this would be the perfect
time for Park to expand transportation services in its push to become
more environmentally responsible.

Low ridership
A 15% ridership translates to
130 students out of 874. In the
past two years, with Troy Harris as the Assistant Director of
Facilities, both the number of
riders and the number of routes
has increased. Twenty-five years
ago, there were only two bus
routes, but currently, Park travels
eight. “Through active marketing and improved service and
dependability, ridership has increased at least 30% in the past
two years,” said Joan Webber, Director of Finance and Operations
In reality, the number of riders
varies day-to-day and season-toseason depending on students’ and
parents’ schedules in the mornings
and afternoons. For example, a student might not ride the bus in the
afternoons because he or she plays
a sport. Because of this, buses
have a different number of riders
each day. Serving 27 families, the
Howard County route carries the
highest volume. The other seven
routes throughout Baltimore City
and County range from five to 20
students per bus ride. But even
with the increased ridership, only
115 families out of a total 651 are
using the bus service this year.

An expensive option
Why is ridership so low? One
reason is money: $1,515 for one
student five days a week roundtrip
in the Baltimore Metro Area. Yet,
if more families used the buses

and there were more students
on each bus, the cost would be
lower. “If we fully utilized the
resources to their capacity, the
cost per rider could go down,”
said Webber. If there were more
community stops and fewer individual home stops, both the cost
of gas, which affects the fee families pay, and the amount of time
spent on the bus would decrease.

Long rides
With 45 minutes to an hour
being the average time spent riding per trip, travel time is another
aspect that discourages families
from using the service. Julie
Levitsky ’09 was one of the only
high school students to take the
bus until she stopped this year.
Although she didn’t mind the
ride because she did homework,
she said, “I wish that [my parents] could have picked me up
from school because then there
wouldn’t have been an hour-long
bus ride before I got home.”
Another Park family is more
concerned with the morning pickup time. “My children would
have to get up a little earlier than
they do in order to catch the bus
by 7:00. They already get up
between 6:15-6:30 for us to leave
by 7:30,” said Christel Curtis,
mother of two Lower School
students. Curtis does plan to use
the bus service once her children
get older. But what if there were
fewer stops and her children
were able to both wake up at a
reasonable time and catch the
bus? More buses and community
stops could make this happen.
Marica Holden, Director of
Admission and Financial Assistance, noted that prospective
families are surprised, but happy,
to learn that Park offers a bus
service. McDonogh School buses
seem to dominate area roadways.

Free service at McDonogh
McDonogh School is one
school in Baltimore that runs a
well-used service which is provided at no extra cost to students.
While buses are not completely
full, they do usually carry 35 to
40 kids. “We don’t discourage or
encourage parents from driving,
but each student is guaranteed

Areas where most Park families live
80
70
60
50
40
30
20

Park’s transportation service, which currently operates at a deficit, has increased ridership
over the past two years. Buses run eight routes throughout the metro area. More buses and
routes would decrease travel time, now 45 minutes to an hour each way.

a seat on the bus,” said Larry
Johnston, the Vice President of
Finance and Administration at
McDonogh. McDonogh runs 23
bus routes for their student body
of 1284, 410 more than Park,
covering four counties—Carroll,
Anne Arundel, Baltimore, and
Howard—and Baltimore City.
For the convenience of students
who stay after school for activities, five additional later buses
serve group stops at 6:00 p.m.
Initially, both Park and McDonogh started their bus services
to geographically diversify the
schools. “A lot of people couldn’t
attend [McDonogh] without the
buses; parents need it, and employees can ride it, too,” said Johnston.
Because McDonogh has a substantial number of students coming
from distant counties, guaranteeing transportation is more of a
necessity for McDonogh than it
is for Park, which has many families that live within a few miles.

A $2 million investment
To expand Park’s bus service
into something similar to that
of McDonogh would require an
investment of over $2 million.
“We couldn’t provide everyone
with a bus right now—we don’t
have enough manpower,” said
Webber. “Manpower” means
more bus drivers, plus a full-time
administrator, and possibly a new
department. If Park did expand its
bus service, it would not only need
more buses, each of which could
cost as much as $75,000, but also
mechanical facilities, offices, and
gas pumps. And then there’s maintenance; McDonogh spends more
than $1 million dollars annually
just to maintain and run its fleet.
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Park currently does not recover
all costs from bus transportation
fees—the service runs at a defi-

photos by T. DeMarco ‘08

Long carpool lines that choke the campus and contribute to
pollution could be reduced if more students rode the bus.

cit. “Though we don’t have the
means right now to add to the
fleet to a great extent, if it became
a priority, it would be subject
to fundraising,” said Webber.
While current efforts to go green
within the school—installing solar
panels, lowering the temperature
by two degrees, and distributing
recycling bins—have been successful, the larger community
continues to emit unnecessary carbons, especially from the simple
act of driving to and from school.
With automobile traffic issues
and their harmful effects on the
atmosphere, expanding the bus
service should become a priority.

Populous areas
Of the 413 Park families that
live in the eight most Park-populated areas, only 53 of those
families use the buses. These
eight areas each have at least 30
Park families. Mt. Washington
(21209) is the most populous with
73 Park families. The seven other
areas are Owings Mills (21117);
Pikesville (21208); Reisterstown
(21136); Lutherville-Timonium
(21093); Govans (21212); Roland Park (21210); and Charles
Vi l l a g e - Wa v e r l y ( 2 1 2 1 8 ) .
With only 53 families from
the most populous areas riding

the bus, 360 families (55% of
all families) commute from areas from which at least 30 other
families are also driving. If each
of these 360 families used its
own car to get to school without
carpooling, they would cover approximately 4,066.1 miles per day,
roughly equivalent to driving from
Baltimore to Fairbanks, Alaska in
one straight drive. After six days,
they could drive around the world.

High mileage=high carbon
Mileage is not the only issue.
Carbon dioxide emission for fully
half of the number of families
driving to Park for 170 days of
school each year adds up to at least
606,367.57 pounds of pollution.
Increased use of school buses
will reduce traffic in and out of
school, and will lessen the carpool
line. Fewer cars driving to school
and group bus stops will also help
to decrease carbon emissions. I am
neither an environmentalist nor active in the Climate Control Change
Group or the Sustainability Committee, but I think that if our
community is committed to being
environmentally responsible, expanding the bus system would be
a great and valuable way to do so.
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Campus ecosystem evolves over time
by Nate Kaufman ‘10
Before Park was built on its
current 100-acre campus, the
grounds were filled with wideopen fields. The school was
built on pastures once used for
cattle farms. Natural and manmade changes have impacted
the ecosystem in many different ways. Pine forests grew
up to become home to weasels
and queen snakes. Salamanders
were spotted and crayfish were
common. Today, other trees
have become dominant and the
animals that once inhabited
these grounds have changed.
“When you’re at a place for
42 years and it’s one that has
gone through major growth,
you witness a lot,” said Jim
Howard, Park’s Director of
Academic Support Services,
Security, and Appalachian
Challenge. To explain changes
in the campus, Howard described ecological succession:
“the natural progression of
vegetation and animal life—
flora and fauna if you were
to leave it alone.” At first, the
pastures were clear and wide
open, but over the years as the
pastures were not tended to,
vines and other small vegetation grew. Pine trees began to
grow, as they could exist with
little water and nutrients in the

soil. Howard said that in this
region, Pine trees are the “pioneer vegetation.” As the Pines
dropped their needles and bark,
the soil became more fertile
so that the less hardy vegetation like Tulip Poplars could
take root. “All the trees that are
dead over there, 99%, are pine
trees because the very soil that
they enriched made it possible
to crowd them out.” Howard
continued. “They made way for
their own death.” Eventually,
the forests will be filled with
“climax vegetation” including
beech, maple, and oak trees.

Changes in animal life
Howard also has witnessed
many changes in animal life.
He remembers years ago when
a Hopkins professor used to
bring his classes to Park at
night to study the rare spotted
salamanders in a pond near
where the Challenge Course
is now. Tropical Storm David filled in the pond and the
salamanders lost their habitat.
Twenty or 30 years ago but
no longer, Park was home to
long-tailed weasels as well as
a number of interesting snakes:
black snakes, black racers, and
hog-nosed snakes. Because of
natural and manmade causes,
crayfish have become less
common. Howard recalls a

time blue bird sightings were
frequent. The fox and deer population have stayed stable. In
addition to the many geese, red
tailed hawks, snapping turtles
and the occasional snake can
still be seen on Sugar Campus
and in the woods at Park. Jeff
Jennings, a science teacher at
Park, also has seen skunks, possums, and raccoons.
When Park was first built,
a number of problems occurred despite some preventive
measures. Limited bulldozing meant that the school was
built on a hill. The builders
did not plant vegetation on the
hill and let the pipes drain into
the pond; so, when it rained,
the soil ran into the pond and
eventually filled it in. “You
could walk across it, I mean
you would be up to your knees
in mud,” Howard recalled. In
1970, Park dredged the pond
and rerouted the pipes to today’s standards.
During more recent construction efforts, Park took
precautions to save trees
around the building sites. When
Park removed trees for playing
fields, by law, the school had
to plant a couple of thousand
trees, which are visible along
the driveway to the Sugar Campus fields. In recent years, Park
has continued to try to protect

its natural environment by
planting trees in the flood plain.

The ecosystem as classroom
Park used to have a trapping
program where Howard and his
advanced ecology classes livetrapped animals and marked
them, recorded their weights
and sex, and took off parasites.
Then, if the animals were
caught again, they would weigh
them and determine the size of
their territory.
Howard knew of a faculty
member’s spouse who was
working on his PhD and put
up nets to estimate the number
of bird species. Howard too
wishes that he had used Park
grounds even more for teaching. He wished that he had set
up a camera and taken a picture
every five years to monitor the
changes in plants over time.
Jennings is excited about a
project being undertaken by
two seniors. Claire Ellwanger
and Tamara Perreault ran an
independent study on plant
life at Park, and are making
plant color guidebooks showing different plant species.
The project began last spring
and will continue through this
spring. Right now, they have
identified some 220 species.
Two other senior students—
Frannie McGill and Jake

photo by S. Shuldiner ‘08

Science teacher Jeff Jennings
makes use of Park’s campus
classroom.

Savage—are working to make
a nature trail, so classes can
use the woods as an extension
of their science classroom. In
the future, Jennings hopes that
someone will log the insect
population at Park.
Jennings is currently applying to the Chesapeake Bay
Trust for a $5,000 grant to
re-vegetate the pond with terrestrial and aquatic plants. His
hope is that in five year the
pond will look very different. If his grant application is
approved, aquatic vegetation
added to the pond will create
a less desirable habitat for the
geese. Without the geese, the
pond will be much cleaner.

Mandarin succeeds as third modern language
by Eskender McCoy ‘10
The last time the Upper
School offered three languages
25 years ago, Latin was an
option. Now it’s Mandarin.
Park has joined other
public and private schools
across the country that currently offer Chinese, and the
trend is likely to continue.
The government is currently
encouraging Chinese classes in
our schools, allotting $1.3 billion
in a recent bill to help implement
more Chinese programs. This is
not only because Mandarin is
spoken by one-fifth of the world’s
population, but also because the
economic boom in China is set
to make Chinese as important
as English. The only deterring
factor is that Mandarin is one of
the hardest languages to learn.
The Foreign Service Institute
ranks Chinese as one of the four
most time-intensive languages
to learn. It takes an average
English speaker 1,320 hours to
become proficient, compared to
the 480 for French and Spanish.
Chinese teacher Xiaomu Hu
was born and raised in China.
When she went to college she
became an engineer. She made
good money but found the job

boring and stressful. Her husband decided to work at Johns
Hopkins University and become
a Ph.D. candidate, so they moved
to the U.S. After arriving, Xiaomu had no job, so she stayed at
home. “It gave me a lot of time
to think about what I wanted to
do,” she said. After finding a
flier asking for a Chinese tutor,
Xiaomu decided to try teaching, and found that she really
enjoyed it. She went to Hopkins
to take classes on how to be a
teacher and was soon certified.
She’s been tutoring ever since.
As a student in the new class,
I’m feeling good after the first
semester of Chinese with Xiaomu. When I first heard that
Park was going to offer Chinese,
I knew that I had to be in it. I
entered class hopeful and I have
not had any regrets. When I
compare Chinese class to French
class I see a lot of differences. I
have been taking French for five
years and I feel that I’m learning a lot more in Chinese than
I did in Middle School French.
On an average day, we begin
with a review exercise, and then
we get a lesson with new characters. We learn their meanings
and go over pronunciation; the

next step is practicing writing
the characters. Lastly, she usually has prepared a slide show
that will teach us about different aspects of Chinese culture.
The only problem that I have
with taking Chinese as a second
language has nothing to do
with the class itself. Because
all of the sophomores who are
taking it had to postpone their
art class, we all needed to find
some alternative way to meet art
credits required for graduation.
When I asked Madame Broening why we couldn’t drop our
first language and replace it with
Chinese during freshman year,

she said that the main goal of the
language program at Park was
to have students become able
to speak a second (or, in some
cases, a third) language well
enough to communicate with a
native speaker. By the end of
sophomore year, most students
are at that point in French or
Spanish. Because Chinese is
such a hard language to learn,
we do no think it is not possible
to achieve that goal in four years.
In any case, we are still in the
very beginning of the program
and may make modifications in
the future. Chinese is still a new
class that started sooner than first
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Xiaomu Hu teaches Mandarin to sophomores and juniors.

planned. The fact that Xiaomu
applied for a job at Park “was
the precipitating reason that we
moved so quickly.” said Broening. Without her, it would have
taken at least another year before
the Chinese program started.
Xiaomu had a connection to
Park even before she applied to
teach; she had been tutoring Everett Rosenfeld ‘09 and Michel
Tucker ‘10 in Chinese. Xiaomu
was hired quickly because it
is hard to find a good Chinese
teacher in the United States.
While it is difficult to find an
English speaker that also speaks
Chinese, but it is harder to find
someone who has a firm enough
grasp on Chinese to teach. Park
lucked out with Xiaomu. Not
only is she a native speaker, but
she is an amazing teacher as
well. Her class is fun, exciting,
and completely worth the trouble
of getting art credits outside regular classes. I think I speak for
all the students in her class when
I say that we are extremely glad
she came to teach at Park and I
think she is doing a great job.
Thankfully she feels the
same way about us; her comment about our class was, “I’m
very happy with you guys,
you make teaching easy.”
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Mr. Mal enshrined in Lacrosse Hall of Fame
by Ben Levin ‘08
It’s not every day that you get
to be in the presence of greatness, or meet someone who is
considered one of the all-time
greats. It’s also not every day
that you can call one of these immortals “Coach” or “Teacher.”
Those of us in the Park community can now proudly say that we
have the ability to do so.
On Saturday night, February
2, Stephen “Lucky” Mallonee
was inducted into the Greater
Baltimore Chapter of the U.S.
Lacrosse Hall of Fame; forever
enshrining him as one of the
great contributors to the game.
Mr. Mal joins his father, wife,
and sister in-law as a member of
the Hall of Fame.
The induction class of 2008
featured 10 former players,
coaches and referees, including
Kerri Johnson O’Day, the current women’s varsity lacrosse
coach at Loyola College, and
Wendell Thomas, a former Poly
and Towson State player and
former high school coach.
Some are inducted into the
Hall of Fame for their talents
as players, some for their commitment as coaches, and some
just for their contributions to the
game. Mr. Mal was inducted for
all three.
On the playing field, Mr. Mal
might have been the best player
Park School has ever produced.
A graduate of the class of 1962,
he was an all-Maryland Scholastic Association player in high
school. While at Park, he played
under Joe Seivold, a man he

named as one of his heroes in
his induction speech. After Park,
Mr. Mal went on to play at Johns
Hopkins University.
While Mr. Mal’s career at
Hopkins lacked a national championship, it was not short on
personal accolades. During his
three years playing for legendary
Coach Bob Scott, another one
of his heroes, Mr. Mal was an
All-American. As a sophomore
he was named second-team AllAmerica, first-team All-America
as a junior, and after an injuryplagued senior season, he was
given All-American honorable
mention.
“He was a first team AllAmerican which meant that he
was the best at his position in
1965,” said Scott. “He was a
very outstanding player on our
team.” Scott also commented
about how his 1965 team, Mr.
Mal’s junior year, was one of his
favorite teams. “That team was a
bunch of guys who weren’t great
players but worked and hustled
and were a great group of guys.
Lucky was a key member of
that team. Lucky was a gifted
athlete but his hustle, toughness
and competitiveness were very
obvious all three years he was
on the varsity team.”
Post-collegiately, Mr. Mal
played for the Mt. Washington
Wolfpack Club team for nine
years. There was no professional
league in the sixties and seventies; instead club teams all over
the East Coast played against
each other. The Mt. Washington
teams were year in and year out
the best in the country. In 1967,
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Mr. Mal was inducted into the Greater Baltimore chapter of the
Lacrosse Hall of Fame on Saturday, February 2.
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as a member of the Mt. Washington lacrosse team, Mr. Mal
played for the United States in
the first International Lacrosse
Federation World Championships in Canada, where the U.S.
won the championship.
In 1968, following his playing
days at Hopkins, Mr. Mal began
teaching and coaching at Park.
This spring will be his 33rd season as the Varsity coach where
he has won two lacrosse championships: the MSA B conference
title in 1990 and the MIAA B
conference championship in
2005. Over his nearly 40 years
of coaching, Mr. Mal has had
more than 600 different players, teaching, motivating,
and inspiring all of them.
“Mr. Mal’s dedication
to his players and team is
irreplaceable, and the values that he instills in us as
young men and athletes will
stay with me for the rest of my
life,” said Colin Smith ’08, a
co-captain of this year’s Varsity
lacrosse team. “He inspires me
to strive for perfection and that
the end result isn’t always what
matters. He’s an inspirer, teacher,
coach, and role model.”
The third reason for Mr. Mal’s
induction is the way he has
contributed to the game of girls’
lacrosse. This summer will be
the 29th year of the Metro Summer Lacrosse League, a program
that Mr. Mal and his wife Karen
have run from the start.
“The league has done so
much for women’s lacrosse and
given so many girls and women
the opportunity to play,” said
Park Director of Girls’ Athletics
Robin Cardin Lowe ’84, who
can remember playing in the
league as early as her sophomore year in high school. “The
level of play is very high, but
the league is there to let people
play and improve their games.
There are even outstanding Division I athletes who come back
to play.”
Each summer the league
has between six and 12 teams,
depending on the amount of
interest. There have been years
in the past where the Mallonees
have had to cap the league at 12

teams of 25 girls and still had a
100 or so girls on the waiting
list.
“It’s a really fun league to
play in, and it really helped me
get better,” said Jess Oring ’08.
“I had the leading scorer from
Hopkins’ team on my team and
playing with girls who are that
good only helps you get better.”
Current and former players
as well as friends and family of
Mr. Mal filled the Grand Lodge
of Maryland

cartoon by Jamie Matz ‘08

in Hunt Valley on February 2. He
had by far the greatest showing
of support. Although Mallonee
was alphabetically fifth in the
line up of 10 inductees, they
chose to have Mr. Mal speak
last, as his following was so
large and they were afraid most
of the crowd would leave following his speech. Mr. Mal was
introduced by the Honorable
Stuart Berger ‘77, a Judge on the
Circuit Court for Baltimore City
and a former player and student
of Mr. Mal’s.
Berger’s theme was a play on
Mr. Mal’s nickname, Lucky. He

spoke about how we, those of
us who know Mr. Mal, are the
lucky ones, not him. The principles that Mr. Mal teaches and
the way he inspires people are
the things that truly makes Mr.
Mal special, and what makes us
lucky to know him.
Mr. Mal’s speech was full of
thank-yous, particularly to his
family and to the people who
inspired him. “There have been
five men in my life who have
had an enormous impact upon
me. They are my high school
coach, my three college coaches,
and my father.” All five men he
considers to be his heroes. He
spoke about coaches Sievold,
Scott, Henry Ciccorone (an assistant coach at Hopkins during
his time there), Wilson Fewster
(the Hopkins coach during his
freshman year, and the man
whom he copied the term “pissant” from) and his father, C.
Gardner Mallonee, and the way
all of these men helped shape
him as a person.
A story from the induction of
Mr. Mal’s father concluded his
induction speech. “I can remember slowly walking with him into
the ceremony when he stopped,
turned to me, and without a
trace of stammer or hesitation
said, “Luck, you know what this
means?” … “No, dad. What does
this mean?” He grinned at me
and said, “This means that now
I’m really over the hill!”
Mr. Mal concluded his remarks at his own induction by
saying, “If that is true, then it is a
hill that I, too, am over and very
proud to be there with him and
all the others who have made it
that far. The view is fantastic and
I can only say thank you again
to each and every person that
helped me along the way.”
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This candid photo appeared in the 1962 Brownie, Mr. Mal’s
senior year at Park.

