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ELW from the Perspective of Josh Wolf
By Tess Puchner-Noel, Ainsley Igbeare, Julia Van Der Marel, and Maya Moorthy

We interviewed Josh Wolf about what his opinion is on ELW (Exploratory Learning
Week). We rst asked Señor Lobo (as he is a ectionately known) why he included
ELW as part of the middle school curriculum. “Because it is great to have a break in
January and have
fun. Another reason is
because
the
8th
Grade Production needs
time to practice and
rehearse the play. ELW
week
also
gives
students the opportunity
to
explore,”
said
Señor Lobo. “I love ELW
and
it’s
great,”
replied Señor Lobo. “The
most
important
thing...one of the most
important things is
that
it’s
a
great
opportunity to take
risks. The whole thing
about life is to take
risks and to learn that
you like something
that you didn’t know you
liked.” Next we asked
how much organization
goes into ELW. “The
planning that goes into
ELW is enormous. It is
very complicated. It is
time consuming and
takes about one hundred
hours of planning. It’s
219 students all with
individual
preferences. You also
have to factor in
rooms, activities, and
adult preferences,” Señor Lobo said. Finally, we wanted to know how teachers
bene t from ELW. He stated, “In the same ways it bene ts the kids. It allows them to
have a break and allows them to teach kids something that they wouldn’t usually get
to teach. It also gives them a chance to catch up on grading papers for the end of
the term.”

Interview with Jennifer Polt (A.K.A. The Scheduler)
By Riley Wilk and Brandon Zayon

Jennifer Polt organizes ELW week, helps to
make ELW week happen, and chooses what
activity students are in. We interviewed
Jennifer about some of her experiences
organizing ELW week. We asked her if it’s
typical for students to not receive one of their
top three choices. She said she tries to give
everyone at least their 3rd choice. Next we
asked her how she picks who goes into which
ELW class. “I just base it o of their choices,”
Polt replied. We were curious about how a
course gets cancelled like this year’s activity
‘Girl Meets World’. “If no one chooses a course or if the number of participants is too
low then we are forced to cancel it,” replied Polt. Our nal question was if any
student was ever removed from a class. Jennifer stated that she only had to move a
student for medical reasons.

The Music Room
By Riley Wilk

I traveled to the Park School's music room in which Jonathan Ball is teaching ‘All
Things
Music’. I went in
and asked
Noah H. if I
could
interview him.
He
said,
“Yes.”
We
stepped out
of
the
classroom
and right o
the bat I
asked him if
this was his
rst choice for
an activity.
He replied by
stating that
this was his
second
choice because
he preferred
to work with
metal and wood. Next I asked him if he thought the music class was fun. “It’s really
fun and I’m really enjoying it,” replied Noah. When asked if he’d done something like
this before he stated that this was in fact not his rst time participating in this type

of class. Finally, I asked him what the class was like. He said, “It is interesting because
I get to work with really good musicians.”

Hack Your Teddy Bear
By Brandon Zayon

In this brand new activity for ELW, kids transform stu ed animals by adding LEDs,
motors, buzzers, and sensors. From what I saw on the rst day students had to
receive a lot of technical information before they could get started. They learned
about how circuits and LEDs worked. I asked a student, Luc, about the class and he
stated that he hoped to be able to make a cool robot bear.

Life-Changing Flix
By Riley Wilk

In Peter Sun’s room one of the classes he is o ering this
year is called ‘Life-Changing Flix’. In this class Dr. Sun is
showing movies to help teach kids life lessons. For
example, on day one they watched a lm titled Soul Surfer.
This movie is based o of the amazing true story of a
surfer named Bethany who loses her arm in a shark
attack, but doesn’t lose her determination to compete
again. When I visited I took one participant out to
interview. The rst thing I asked Henry is if this is what he
expected. “Yes. Well it’s a movie and movies are...movies.”
Next, I asked him if the class was fun. He replied that it’s
fun because you’re not only watching a movie, but discussing how real people use a
di cult situation to become better. Finally, I wanted to know if this was his rst
choice. “Yes,” He replied.

Build an HTML Game with Phaser
By Tess Puchner-Noel and Ainsley Igbeare

We decided to talk to some of the people that were in the
‘Build an HTML Game with Phaser’ group. We asked some
questions about what they were doing and took some
photos.We interviewed Matthew L. about the class and
asked why he chose this class for his ELW. He said, “I like
video games.” He also said that he didn’t know what they
would be doing, but he thought it would involve coding. In

this class they are creating accounts on a website called https://c9.io/. One student
said that the class could be di cult depending on the person doing it and their level
of experience.

Scratch Cake Baking
By Sam St. John & Stephen Levitt

Among the awesome various choices of ELW was ‘Scratch Cake Baking’, an activity
that many people wanted to do. We wanted to go see how this activity worked and
how people felt about it. We interviewed Gabby G., a 7th grader, while she was in
‘Scratch Cake Baking’. We asked her if it was how she expected it to be and she
responded, ”Kind of yes, kind of no. I expected it to be more all of us baking one
cake, but we are actually separated into groups.” This surprised us too because we
also thought they would be making one cake as a class. We also asked her what
kind of cake she would be making. She responded, “I’m making Mocha Swirl Cake!” It
was no surprise that this was her rst choice. At the beginning of class we saw the
students prepping and putting ingredients into a bowl. When we came back later we
saw cakes baking in the oven and Gabby’s Mocha Swirl Cake getting ready to go in
the oven as well. If you enjoy baking then this was de nitely a fun class to be apart
of.

Chocolate and Crepes
By Aaron Hirschhorn, Callie Krosin, and Liza Sheehy

To start o the week, we visited the Chocolate and Crepes class. The rst day, the
group was making basic crepes. When we rst entered the classroom, Madame
Craven and Señora Sorgen were giving instructions on what to to do. The groups
started by pouring in a cup of our. They made a little hole in the center of the our
and cracked two eggs into the hole. Then they poured a little bit of oil in, and then a
cup of milk. They whisked the batter together, adding more milk if needed, until they
got a smooth mixture. If they wanted to, they added chocolate chips while the crepes
were still in the pan to get a nice melted chocolate lling. The nished product looked
so good, we had to try them ourselves. Thank you to Jonas ‘21 and Sarah ‘21 for
delicious crepes! To make the chocolate sauce, they started by cracking eggs. They
separated the yolk from the whites, mixing the yolk with chocolate and the whites
with confectionery sugar. Then, they combined the two together, adding whipped
cream that they made as well. For the rest of the week, participants also learned
how to make mousse and whipped cream. On the last day of class students have to
create their own dessert using the four foods they learned to make from scratch as
well as two fruits that will be given to them that day. Participants will be judged, by
actual judges, based on presentation and taste. Talk about exciting! It’s like Park had
its very own reality cooking show except much much better.

Friendships on Friends
By Brandon Zayon and Ainsley Igbeare

This is one of the more relaxing and calm ELW
activities. In this activity they do exactly what
the title implies, watch Friends and have a brief
discussion about friendship. It is a nice choice
for someone who wants to talk about
friendships and enjoy some good TV. One
person who chose this activity is Arlo. Although
he didn’t choose this as his rst option, he says
he is still glad he got it. We interviewed another
person who stated that she decided to join this
activity because she liked the way the
description of Friendships on Friends sounded
and she had watched all of the seasons of
Friends. She’s was also looking forward to discussing the show with di erent people
who enjoy it just as much as she does.

Edible Art
By Haley Kramer, Leah Pickus, Samantha Solomon and Toalima Tamasese

The four of us were really excited to get to interview some kids from the activity
‘Edible Art’. This class is taught by an artist named Rebecca Gray-Wolf. When we rst
entered the classroom, everyone was gathered around a table learning about
di erent shades, tints, and how they are used. Here are some interviews questions
and answers from the students in ‘Edible Art’.
Us: What are you doing in class today?
Lydia S.: We are trying out di erent shades of color and how to use tint and shade.
Tint is when you add more white to a color to make it lighter. Shade is when you add
black to a color to make it darker. We are playing around with that and painting a
cake.
Us: What are you most looking forward to?
Salma B.: Eating the food!
Us: What is your favorite part of ‘Edible Art’?
What is the hardest part?
Yana V.: I like that we get to choose our own
colors. But, if you mess up then you have to
wait until the paint dries to paint over it.
Next, we asked Rebecca questions because
she's teaching the activity.
Us: What is your favorite part of this activity?
Rebecca: I love how the kids get inspired and
creating their paintings is really fun to see.
Us: And what’s your least favorite part?
Rebecca: CLEAN UP! But it was really inspiring
to see all the kids doing their paintings and mixing colors. All of the kids knew what
they were doing and made beautiful paintings. Everyone had their own strengths
and weaknesses as well.

Holiday Cookies from Around the World
By Stephen Levitt, Sam St. John, and Maya Moorthy

‘Holiday Cookies from Around the World’ was fun to see and to be a part of. We
thought it was
interesting that they were
making these
cookies from di erent places
around the world.
Julie W., a 6th grader,
explained to us that
they were making Alfajores
which are
Argentinian and a Greek
cookie which is called
Melomakarona. Carrie W. also
told us that they
were making cookies in
groups of three and
that she enjoys baking which
made this activity
even more fun. We were
fortunate enough to get to try the Melomakarona cookies which tasted incredible.
We could de nitely taste the the citrus from the orange and see the nuts. It seemed
like a very cool class.

3D printing and CAD
By: Julia Van Der Marel and Maya Moorthy

Dave Lowther is doing an ELW class
called ‘3D Printing and CAD’. In this class,
students were creating models to 3D
print. We asked Derek, a 6th grader in this
class, to explain how 3D printing works.
“First there is plastic that is pushed into a
nozzle. As the plastic goes through the
nozzle, it gets heated, and the printer
pushes it out to make a layer. You keep
adding tiny layers until you get your print
nished.” We asked Mr. Lowther how you
design a model on a computer. He said,
“CAD stands for Computer Aided Design.
You use a CAD program like Tinkercad to
design it. Then you take that model and
you put it into a program called a slicer
program. The slicer program slices your
3D model into layers so the printer knows
what layers to print. Then you feed that
information into the 3D printer so it will
print your model.” Next, Aaron S. told us
some of the things that the slicer can do. “It adds things like rafts (which you put

underneath), and supports which help
prevent spaghetti (which is when the
plastic has nothing to print on so it hangs
down in strings that look like spaghetti).”
Then, we asked Noah, a seventh grader,
what he thought was the hardest thing
about 3D printing. He said, “De nitely
creating the model. It’s hard to come up
with an idea and design it.” Derek also
agreed with this. “It is really hard to come
up with ideas in Tinkercad because you
can make anything too complex. You can’t make anything with too many pieces
because you would have to print each one individually, and it would take a long
time.” Dave Lowther says the main things to remember about 3D printing are: “It is
slow, it is frustrating, it frequently fails, and it is fun.”

So You Want to Be a Rockstar?
By: Riley Wilk and Julia Van Der Marel

Russell Frank and Maeve Royce are teaching an ELW class called ‘So You Want to be
a Rockstar ?’. In this class, they are learning to
play the guitar. We asked Caden, a 6th
grader in this class, why he decided to choose this
class. “I think the guitar is a cool instrument and it
sounds really cool.” We asked Ryan, another 6th
grader in the class, some of the things he was
learning. He replied, “I’m learning chords that I
haven’t yet learned in my guitar lessons.” Then
Caden told us what they were learning that day.
“We are learning strumming right now and how to get the right tune. You need to
learn where to place your nger and where every string is. We are learning some of
the major keys and the basics.” Ryan told us that
he’s also learning chords and di erent strumming
techniques. Caden gave us some advice for if
you’re learning or planning to learn the guitar. “So,
I’d say that there are a lot of di erent notes. It
gets frustrating, so try to keep your cool, because
it's a hard instrument. It can take some time, but
it's a cool instrument. I would recommend it to
people.”

A High Schooler’s Perspective of ELW
By Stephen Levitt, Sam St. John & Eli Levenson

We interviewed Michelle P., a senior at The Park School of Baltimore, and Benny R., a
9th grader. Michelle has been a student at Park since 4th grade, so when she was in
middle school she got to experience ELW. For her ELW, she remembers choosing to
go on the West Virginia trip as well as selecting a craft class. We asked her if she felt
that middle schoolers should have ELW. Michelle responded, “I think they should, I
think it’s like a really great week. You don’t have classes so you don’t have anything
like stressful and it’s a time to bond.” Benny answered that question and said, “It was
a fun break and we got to take classes that Park doesn’t usually o er.” His favorite
class was Futsal. Seems like the high schoolers remembered ELW in a positive way,
and think it is important.

House Cup Challenge
Aaron Hirschhorn, Liza Sheehy, Callie Krosin

The House Cup Challenge is a competition
between di erent teams/ houses that takes place
at the end of the day during ELW. A team consists
of 2 or 3 houses combined. The di erent
competitions include Sudoku, The Audio
Challenge, Linked In, Quiz Mania, The Wild Relay,
and the Marble Roll. Each activity awards a
certain amount of points to the team. At the end
of the week, a House Cup Challenge champion is
awarded. The past champions have included
Piper/Haney and Hollister/Schmidt. It will be interesting to see which team will take
the title of House Cup Champion 2017!

Teacher Quotes
When teachers/ facilitators were asked why/ how they chose to teach their activity
for ELW this was what some of them had to say....
“I wanted to give kids an opportunity to ‘Just Read’. Our schedules are so busy and
hectic, and some of us long for the time to pick our own books and just read.”-Lisa
Gottlieb

“I chose to do two activities. One was ‘Games with Friends’. I like to play games with
the kids and I like to see how they are thinking in di erent ways outside the
classrooms. It is fun and they can use their language skills and strategy skills. I also
chose to do ‘Crafts with Friends’ with Di Bobrow because I love to work with my
hands and I love felt and I love Polymer clay and I wanted to share that with my
students.”- Pelle Wertheimer
“I usually think of something I have fun with (‘Food Revolution’) that I think students
would also have fun with. I think (Exploratory Learning Week) is important because
it's an entirely new way of learning for students, and it also gives students and
teachers a chance to know each other’s di erences.”-Rich Espey
“ Having the smaller classes (‘Badminton’) allows us to have various tournaments:
singles tournaments, doubles tournaments. We can also do mixed doubles
tournaments, so there are various opportunities for di erent types of play.” - Kara
Hickock
“I think that it’s fun for middle schoolers to still get physical activity (‘Ultimate
Frisbee and Handball’) during this week, but not necessarily in a PE environment. PE
is usually very structured, so ELW allows students to be in a more free game play
environment that is still structured, but less focused on instruction and more focused
on application of strategies during games.”- Caroline Roche
“ ‘Upcycle That’ is when you take old stu or things that you can't use again and
turn them into something new and useful. What inspired me to do this activity was
how much stu Americans dispose of without a second thought.”- Sarah Howell

PHOTOS
Building an HTML

Zumba

Lower School Classroom Assistant

Chess 101

Hack Your Teddy Bear

Flag Football

Squash

Yoga and Mindfulness

Snack Chat

Crafts with Friends

Lower School Classroom Assistant
By: Tess Puchner-Noel, Ainsley Igbeare, Julia Van Der Marel, and Maya Moorthy

The ‘Lower School Classroom Assistants’ got to go down to the Lower School
and help out with the younger kids. These students went to a variety of classrooms
and got to help with math, playing games, and more. Two assistants in Mrs. Max’s
class were Arielle and Tess. We asked Tess, a 6th grade student, what her favorite
part about helping in Mrs. Max’s 3rd grade class was. She said, “Everyone is so
cheeky and funny. The students are also very nice to me and each other.” Then we
asked her why she signed up for this activity. She said, “I chose this because I
thought it would be fun.”

Flag Football
By Riley Wilk

Flag football is a fun sport that students have the option of choosing during ELW
week. Today I interviewed Sam S.. He told me that Flag football is one of his favorite
ELW

activities. He said, “It’s a fun activity that anybody would enjoy.”Flag football

is an inclusive sport that any grade can play together.

Badminton
This class has singles and doubles badminton. Students participate in a round-robin
and elimination tournament.

Contract Bridge
In this activity students learned to play mini bridge and then move on to bidding,
conventions and more advanced play.

Upcycle That!
In this activity students reused materials to make all kinds of arts and crafts. The
students in that activity took a eld trip to the Scrap B’more. They took items that
could be reused and they turned them into di erent kinds of materials for arts and
crafts.

Mousetrap Cars
In this activity students design, build, and race mousetrap powered cars.

The Everglades!!
Since there wasn’t any snow
this year the students got to
take
a
trip
to
the
Everglades.

Interview with Priscilla
By: Ainsley Igbeare and Julia Van Der Marel

On Wednesday, Priscilla facilitated Snack Chat. Later on, we asked her what
her opinion is about ELW. “I love it. I actually did Snack Chat. I love the idea that
student learning happens in many di erent ways.” We also asked how it a ected
her. “I feel like I know students better, and I also learned more about the middle
school. This is just another thing that makes me proud of our school...that we are
doing an out of the box thing like ELW.”

