The Postscript
The Park School of Baltimore | 2425 Old Court Road, Baltimore, MD 21208

December 16, 2014

BALTIMORE
PROTESTS

Volume 72.1 Issue No.4

Students, teachers react to racial injustice
bv Grace Croley ‘15
The recent decision by a Missouri
grand jury not to indict Ferguson police
officer Darren Wilson on charges related
to the August fatal shooting of Michael
Brown has provoked emotional responses
from organizations and individuals across
the country. Many, including the American Civil Liberties Union and members
of the United States Congress, denounced
the decision as indicative of larger patterns of unchecked police brutality and
racism, especially against Black men.
Some members of the Park community
have been part of the nationwide reaction.
Kyle Tildon ’15 attended an emergency
response rally in downtown Baltimore the
day after the ruling was announced in late
November. “It was a crowd of about 150
people, of all races and ages,” he said. The
rally began with a series of speakers to

energize the group, then moved to march
to City Hall. The rally was the first Tildon
attended. Tildon, a host of the December
Goldsoundz, also encouraged the Goldsoundz audience to educate themselves
about the situation, regardless of their
opinion.
Upper School English teacher Patrick
Oray also marched with the protesters,
and felt heartened by the experience. “It
was impressive to see such a diverse cross
section of people come together as allies
in the fight against police brutality,” he
said.
Middle and Upper School Counselor
Dave Tracey participated in the march
and has been posting relevant articles and
signs around the Upper School. Tracey
said he felt compelled to act in the wake
of the deaths of Brown and Eric Garner,
a Black New Yorker killed by a police
officer this past July. A grand jury also

ruled not to indict the policeman.
“[I am] angry and bitter about the
gross injustice in this alleged democracy,” Tracey said, in talking about the
“disproportionate representation of people
of color in [the criminal justice system].”
Tracey’s signs include a poster with “I
Can’t Breathe,” the last words of Garner
as he was held in a chokehold by Officer

See Protests p. 4

Top: Crowds gather outside of
Penn Station on December 4 to
protest the grand jury decision
not to indict the police officer involved in Michael Brown’s death
in Ferguson, Missouri. Above:
Protestors stage a “die-in” outside of Penn Station. Far left:
Guidance Counselor Dave Tracey hung up a poster that quotes
Eric Garner’s last words as he
struggled to breathe while being choked by a NY police officer.
Left: L. Gitter ’16 adds a post-it
note expressing support with the
hashtag #BlackLivesMatter.
photos by S. Merrick ’15
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Speak up for your beliefs
Protests have broken out across the
nation. From Ferguson, Missouri, to
Staten Island, New York, to right here
in Baltimore, people are stepping up
and speaking out about police brutality.
Who are Park students to let an
opportunity like this slip by? Many
opinions have been stated—through
protesting, social media, Goldsoundz
microphones, sticky notes, conversations with peers, and more. Not every
student is in agreement or has the same
points to add to the dialogue, nor do
they have the same reasons for speaking out. But nonetheless, they do what
they need to do to communicate their
beliefs to the community—in ways
that to us seem almost only respectful and thoughtful.
This is a trend that cannot go out of
style. It can’t fade out when Ferguson
leaves the headlines, or when school
life becomes stressful or injustices
don’t feel as relevant or personal. We
can’t afford that.
The First Amendment (although
not completely unrestricted, as history
teacher Bruce Hamilton can tell you)
affords American citizens a high degree of liberty in speaking out against
that which they oppose. It is a good
thing that we have this right, where
many countries don’t.
We also go to a school in which
the First Amendment is unusually up-

held; where students are encouraged to
speak their minds in class and present
their thoughts in assembly and challenge their teacher’s assertions. This is
a rare privilege that most students at
other schools do not get, and should
be taken advantage of.
Speaking up isn’t always easy, especially if what you have to say is
unpopular, controversial, or you’re
not someone who’s known for loudly
asking questions at assembly. But your
voice is just as important as everyone
else’s. You deserve to have your voice
heard.
And we might need to hear it. As
much as we might like to think otherwise, our community is capable of
having real, complicated issues, as is
our country. Without students (and
citizens) speaking up about it, there’s
a chance it could go unseen entirely,
or left without a path to solution.
So we urge you—stand up for
your beliefs. Be an agent of positive
change. We might not even agree with
you, but at Postscript we like to think
that a great way to express your opinion is by writing a letter to the editors,
which could potentially be published
in a future issue. You can email your
thoughts to postscript@parkschool.
net.
In a time when your voice matters
more than ever, we hope to hear from
you.
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Letter to the editors:

Thanks for the memories

While enjoying the current issue over
lunch today, I was delighted to read that
Gilbert and Sullivan have returned to
Park. Of course, the article put me in
mind of the late, talented Phyllis Goldstein, the middle school teacher who established a longstanding tradition of Gilbert and Sullivan in the middle school. I

also recalled the production with Daniel
Gorham [’04] as the Pirate King and a
much earlier one featuring David Golaner
as the smallest constable. Thank you for
the fond memories.
—Nadine Feiler, Former MS teacher
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The fall, 2003 production of Pirates of Penzance featured Dan Gorham ‘04 as
the Pirate King, and Brad Mendelsohn ’06 as one of his crew members.

From the editors:
The Field of Screams article (“Field
of Screams: an account of Halloween
terror”) in the November 25, 2014 issue

gave the impression that the writers had
traveled to the venue, but this was not the
case. Postscript regrets the error.
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Resurrected immersion week includes variety of student-led activities
by Jesse Anderson ‘18

After a three-year hiatus, Immersion Week is returning to the
Upper School February 17-20.
Designed to give students the op-

portunity to stretch themselves
academically and personally, Immersion Week is a time in which
students and faculty lead classes
that would never be traditionally
offered at Park. All students sign

photo by P. Coulson ‘16

Top: Students participate in a ballroom dancing activity during Immersion Week 2012. Above: Immersion Week Committee
member R. Wingrat ‘15 holds a stack of activity proposals.

up for their favorite activity, and
spend the entire four-day week
immersed in the class.
“Park encourages students to
pursue their passions, and share
those passions with the community. This is exactly what Immersion Week promotes, as many
activities are primarily studentled,” Immersion Week Committee member Rachel Wingrat ’15
said. This week offers a chance
to involve students by allowing
them to co-create their own curriculum.
“Immersion Week is an opportunity for both students and
faculty to take a step back from
their busy lives and really learn
about something that they are interested in,” Alexis Hudes ’16,
another Immersion Week Committee member, said.
A new activity offered this

year will be Russian Culture, led
by Alia Satterfield ‘15, in which
students will eat Russian cuisine,
read Russian literature, and visit
the Russian embassy in Washington D.C.
“My aim is to get people excited about a culture that is both
really, really different from ours
in maybe more ways than people
understand at first, but also very
similar in some ways,” Satterfield said.
Other old favorites such as
Ballroom Dancing, led by science department chair and Upper School scheduler Bob Carter,
will return to Immersion Week.
“Throughout the course of the
week, we learn five or six different dances,” Carter said.
Although there are many
people who support Immersion
Week, there are some who aren’t

completely on board. “I feel like
we have a lot of days off during
the school year and free blocks
and it’s nice to have class time,”
college counselor Tina Forbush
said.
Nonetheless, Forbush did
have several ideas about how to
potentially enhance Immersion
Week. “I believe that we need a
lot more faculty [involvement].
We also need students to be more
enthusiastic about Immersion
Week, and not just about getting
out of class early,” she said.
“Immersion Week is important because it allows students
and teachers to explore and share
passions other than the typical
school subjects,” Immersion
Week Committee member Chloe
Ring ’15 said. “It allows people
to really share interests with the
community.”

Diversity conference attracts 145 students state-wide
by Nikita Shtarkman ’16

For the first time ever, the annual Baltimore Student Diversity and Leadership
conference took place at Park on November 15. This year’s symposium drew
a large crowd, with 10 schools and 145
students involved.
Kaliq Simms, Director of Diversity
and Multicultural Education, is the chairperson for the conference. Simms got involved in the symposium 10 years ago
when she was working at Roland Park
Country School. She has continued to participate since then, eventually becoming
more involved.
With her transfer to Park this year,
Simms brought the conference with her,
saying that “as long as I stay at Park, the
conference will be held here.”
The Baltimore conference is a localized version of the National Student Diversity Leadership Conference, which
is led by the National Association of
Independent Schools (NAIS). The Baltimore Student Diversity and Leadership
Conference started 20 years ago. It has a
specific focus on the independent schools
of Baltimore, as it is sponsored by the Association of Independent Maryland and
DC Schools (AIMS).
Both the national conference and the

Baltimore conference have very similar
structures: each forum is held with a central theme that is decided upon in May
by a committee of the past year’s student
presenters.
The volunteers look through the workshops they created for the previous summit and pick a specific subject that they
want to explore further.
This year, the Baltimore conference
centered around storytelling and writing,
with various workshops and seminars
exploring artistic and literary ways to express diversity and multiculturalism. “In
general, I spent my time there learning
about how harmful and difficult dealing
with stereotypes can be. It was an eye
opening experience,” Solomon Stephens
’18 said.
All of the workshops were student created and led. Examples included “I Am
Not My Hair,” a discussion on the styling
of hair and how it impacts perception and
judgment of people, “Hoodies, Hijabs, and
High Heels,” a writing workshop wherein
students created pieces which explored the
social bias around specific clothes, and
“I’m a Survivor,” where members shared
stories about overcoming loss and other
difficulties.
The workshops were “interesting, enlightening, and powerful. The sessions

were thorough and deep, with great participation from everyone involved,” Andrew Hsiao ’16 said.
Justin Holmes ’15 agreed, saying that
“the discussion was stimulating and inclusive. I felt very engaged throughout
the whole conference.”
In accordance with the theme, this
year’s guest speaker was Dwight Watkins. He is an adjunct professor at Coppin
State University and has been published in
The Huffington Post, City Paper, and Vice
Magazine. He spoke about how to use a
personal story as inspiration for a unique
piece of writing.
After his lecture, he led a mini writing
workshop helping the students write more
poignant stories. “I loved his message:
to use creative writing and other forms
of literary art to express yourself,” Alex
Levy ’16 said. “He gave examples of how
he used said forms of art to overcome obstacles in his life.”
Simms was very happy with the resulting conference and is already looking forward to the next one. According to her, the
purpose of these seminars is to maintain
an open dialogue; anyone can and should
contribute.
“Everybody has a story that connects
them to the broader conversation about
diversity,” Simms said.

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
8:00-9:00
Registration, Davidson Lobby
(Main Entrance)
9:00-10:00
Opening Session
Believe Me short film
Introduction of Student
Planners
10:00-11:00
Workshop I
11:00-12:00
Workshop II
12:00-1:00
Open Mic Luncheon
1:00-2:00
Closing Session - Featuring
D. Watkins
Workshop Options:
I Am Not My Hair, That’s MY
Song, Faith Stories, Hoodies, Hijabs, and High Heels,
School DAZE, I’m a survivor
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School reacts to racial injustice

Protests from p.1

Daniel Pantaleo, and an article
entitled “12 Things White People
Who Are Tired of Institutionalized Racism Can Do Now.”
The school administration
has also been considering how
to respond. Head of School Dan
Paradis organized a faculty-wide
discussion of recent events and
how to approach them with students, saying in an email, “With
no expectation of easy conversation or easy answers, I do
hope that we can come together
in the spirit of wanting to support one another in facing this
challenging moment.” Interim
Upper School Principal Traci
Wright echoed this sentiment.
“[We want to discuss] the events
personally, but also as educators
and how we bring it back to our

classes, she said.”
An Upper School assembly
he December 10 addressed these
issues. Science teacher Elliott
Huntsman began with a presentation listing facts and figures
about police brutality and racial
biases, interjected with personal
opinion. “I don’t think our society is without bias or without
prejudice,” Huntsman said, “so
I think it’s really important to
address.”History teacher Naadia
Owens read a poem by Martin
Niemöller about speaking up for
others. Wright then encouraged
students to attend a meeting at X
block later that day to plan future
action for throughout the school
year.
They also asked students to
fill out an online survey about
their feelings and knowledge
about the incidents in Ferguson

and New York and anything they
think the school should facilitate.
“Once we see that information…we can begin to make
decisions about how to move
forward. Should we have more
speakers? Should we lead more
discussions? What is the next
move of the school, really, based
off of the needs of the most important population here, which is
the student body?” Owens said.
Many community members
emphasized the importance of
conversation in dealing with the
emotions and ideas surrounding
these events. Tildon credited discussion as personally important
in understanding what he thinks:
“The more I talk, and the more I
listen, the more I can understand
where I’m coming from and
where others are coming from,”
he said.

photo by K. Kouwenhoven ’15

Karl Nelson ‘09 fills in at US desk
Karl Nelson ‘09 has stepped into the role of administrative assistant to the Dean of Students after Tracey Brown’s
departure. “It’s been great to be back in the Upper School,
seeing so many familiar faces,” he said. Nelson has been
settling into his new position quite easily, though administrative assistant to the Principal Miriam Lupien said “I’m
guessing that some callers are not expecting to hear a
deep voice when he answers the phone.”

Chris Herren addresses US about his drug addiction
by Ethan Harrison ’18

‘My whole life
I wanted to be
a pro; I wish
I was a pro
at being me.
The kids who
never have to
change are my
heroes’

Former NBA player Chris
Herren visited Park on November 20 to give an assembly in
which he shared his story of
overcoming drug addiction. He
demonstrated how widespread
drug addiction is in an attempt
to inspire students to think about
their own choices.
Herren, 39, played professional basketball for the Denver
Nuggets from 1999 to 2000 and
the Boson Celtics from 2000 to
2001. In that time period, he
began using painkillers after having used other types
of drugs previously. After
intensive rehabilitation,
Herren made a remarkable recovery
and now works to
give back to the
community.
Herren has a
nonprofit organization called the
Herren Project.
The organization
helps families struggling with addiction
by educating, and
offering help with
treatment navigation. He also owns a
basketball company, Hoop
Dreams, that offers
clinics to young

basketball players.
In addition to these initiatives, Herren
travels to schools across the country to
share the story of his battle with addiction
to students. “Hundreds of kids e-mail me
every week,” Herren said. “I have seen
positive things transpire.” Herren said that
one of his main goals is to start conversations and create a safer environment in
which people can discuss substance abuse.
“I knew of the passion and intensity
of his message and how well it had been
received. I wanted kids to hear of his substance abuse,” Middle and Upper School
counselor Dave Tracey said.
With a generous contribution from the
O’Neill foundation, a non-profit organization working to improve quality of life
for families, Park was able to have Herren speak. “I leapt at the opportunity,”
Tracey said.
The assembly started off with a video
which provided background information
about Herren’s life. Following the video,
Herren spoke to students and faculty about
his life and all that he has gone through,
in addition to his belief that everyone is
affected by this problem.
One story Herren shared that seemed
to hit home for many was about a student
he met, who told Herren about how he
was snorting Adderall when
his mom walked in. “If you
want me to get into a good
college, this is what I have
to do,” the student
told his mom.

Herren recognized that once he mentioned
Adderall, about half of the students’ heads
perked up.
“He seemed to resonate with people,”
said Brianna Rifkin ’15, who participates
in the Mentors Program. “The things that
he brought up are topics that we make
sure that we cover when we are teaching seventh graders, and he taught us new
things.”
“Personally I was affected by it; I know
a lot of people who were just moved by his
story,” Rifkin said. “I would love to send
him an e-mail and say thanks.”
Other students responded by leading a
Day of Service discussion about the assembly. According to one of the discussion leaders, Stephanie Summerfield ’15,
“We thought that the assembly was a great
starting point for meaningful conversation
and we wanted to further the discussion
by giving students the chance to talk in
small groups about it.”
At the heart of Herren’s speech was
the idea that drug use derives from people
trying to be someone they are not. “My
whole life I wanted to be a pro; I wish I
was a pro at being me,” he said.
“The kids who never have to change
are my heroes.”

photo courtesy Communications Office

Former NBA player Chris Herren speaks to Upper School during an assembly
about his experience with drug abuse, encouraging students to start a discussion about the reasons why people choose to use recreational drugs.
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Teachers need to return work in a timely fashion

by Hayley Miller ’16

to several classes and not the faculty as a whole, the Upper School
should work to develop a policy
for returning papers and tests to
students to prevent further frustration.
We like to believe our school
operates on positive expectations, and therefore we should
trust our teachers to return work
as soon as they are able to, so
it’s frustrating for students that
teachers are afforded this benefit,
but students are expected to meet
specific deadlines.
On the survey, one senior explained how unfair the different
expectations are for teachers and

students.
“I’ve had teachers explain to
me that they were busy on the
weekend doing things that were
not related to schooling or spending time with family so therefore,
they couldn’t grade my tests. If I
used that type of excuse, I would
fail my classes.”
If the school continues to endorse the notion that students
and teachers are equal, it’s unfair to allow faculty to return
work whenever they please, but
expect students to follow strict
deadlines.
When teachers return work
too late, which a majority of

As the Upper School approaches the end of its second
quarter, students are beginning
to get squeamish about the fact
that some teachers take too long
to return assignments.
In an optional survey that
Postscript sent out to the student
body on November 22, 163 students answered a series of questions about their expectations
and experiences in regards to
how quickly they receive feedback on assignments.
Disappointingly, more than
72 percent of all respondents
claimed that they had been personally affected by receiving late
feedback, and many believe this
issue has harmed their grades or
produced unnecessary stress.
Although most students made
it clear that this issue is specific

students claim happens often, it
becomes almost impossible to
revise work, which can produce
major anxiety.
One respondent to the survey
wrote: “Half the time when I get
work back, I don’t know what
the topic is anymore or where
I found my sources. I just can’t
revise.”
A different responder shared
similar opinions on revision.
“Although some of this stress is
caused by students’ lack of organization, teachers need to be
able to give feedback while the
information is still fresh in the
students’ minds, so that they are

cartoon by Sam Himmelrich ‘15

able to make changes.”
One concerned senior wrote:
“I saw a grade for a lab that
was essentially my first quarter
grade on my report before it was
handed back, so nobody in my
class could do revisions. This
was incredibly frustrating for us
because we had submitted the lab
to the teacher in September, and
our quarter grades were sent to
colleges.”
One of the larger problems
noted in the responses was that
many students feel like they
cannot learn when their work is
handed back late because they
do not know what they are doing
well, and what they need to do
to improve.
One student writes: “I cannot
begin to work on correcting the
way I write or the way I present
my material without first seeing
what I have been doing incorrectly.”
If feedback is not given to students before they are given another assignment, they cannot be
expected to make any improvements in their work.
Currently, there is no written
policy for when a teacher is required to return work to students.
Because no one is preventing
work from being returned late,
students are being deprived of
an opportunity to learn fully and
are growing increasingly anxious
as they await their feedback. We
love our teachers at Park, but we
cannot ignore this problem.

Make the most of mid-course evaluations
by Leah Smith ’16
At the end of each first and third quarter, students in every class fill out course
evaluations. These comment on all aspects of the class, including homework,
teaching style, and grading. We have all
filled them out countless times, praising
positive elements of courses and offering suggestions for improvement. Most
students take evaluations very seriously,
and try their best to offer concrete ideas
and constructive advice, rather than just
criticism.
Teachers sometimes use the responses
they receive and make significant changes
to the course, but, all too often, the evaluations seem to go into a vacuum. This
is understandable, because teachers who
have taught a specific course over and
over with positive results and feedback
might feel that there is nothing to change.
While that is sometimes the case, it
usually is not. A course that has previ-

ously generated a positive response will
not necessarily continue to do so. Every
class has different needs, expectations,
and interest levels. Class size and dynamic
play large parts in whether or not a course
is enjoyable and productive, so each specific class’s needs should be taken into
account every time a teacher teaches a
course.
After reading their course assessments,
teachers often lead conversations in class
to discuss the results and possible changes.
Last year, I was in a class that was, for the
first quarter, almost entirely lecture-based.
In our course evaluations, many students
commented on this and suggested more
interactive activities and discussions.
When this issue was highlighted in our
discussion, the teacher made note of it.
For several weeks after, the teacher altered
the format of the class to include more
activities and less lecturing. But less than
a month later, we returned to the lecture
format, despite the positive changes that
had been made.

‘...Park prides itself on
the voice it gives to students, and course evaluations are emblematic of
this philosophy’
It is not easy to make changes to the
fundamentals of a class, much less sustain
them. But Park prides itself on the voice it
gives to students, and course evaluations
are emblematic of this philosophy.
Teachers ought to hold up their end of
the bargain. When more than half of the
class points out an aspect of the course
that they feel needs to change, such as the
pace or amount of homework, teachers

should recognize this and try their best to
make the changes.
Obviously, not every change can be
made. Some classes are meant to be difficult, and even if many students feel the
grading is too harsh, that is not something
that can easily be altered. But many elements of classes can, and should, be
changed when students feel it would improve the class.
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Adults, not teens, text and drive on campus
Dangerous and illegal behaviors among Park parents is a common occurrence here at school

by Peter Coulson ‘16
Handheld phone use while driving is
illegal in Maryland.
It can be punished with fines, points on
your license, or both. If it causes a serious
injury or death, you can go to prison for
three years and be fined $5,000.
But at the same time, I’ve seen many
people who don’t seem to care that these
behaviors are illegal and dangerous. (Last
October, I saw a man speeding down I-83
while texting on a flip phone.)
Surprisingly, or perhaps unsurprisingly,
most of the people who I’ve seen breaking

this law are parents or other adults driving
on our campus. This flies in the face of the
popular conception that teenage drivers
are distracted, ignorant of quaint things
like “speed limits,” and hell-bent on texting their way into oblivion.
“When I worked in the evenings last
year and the year before,” Director of
Security Mike Giannaccini said, “I’d always notice people driving and texting on
campus. And since I’ve been the director,
the uniform guys on Old Court [Road]
have brought it up to me I can’t tell you
how many times.” He explained that he
had recently received a “long note…about
somebody who was texting and was very
slow to obey the officer’s directions.”
Giannaccini explained the many issues at play: “It involves the safety of the
driver, the car, any passengers in the car,
plus the other cars around, and we have
an officer standing out there hoping that
people are focusing on him or her directing traffic.” He later added, “It’s not just
texting, but talking on the telephone.”
I’ve been in the car with drivers who
were on their phones, and it tends to worry
me. To put it mathematically, the speed
of the car is exponentially proportional
to how nervous I feel. The issue for me
is that the driver isn’t looking at the road,
even though studies have shown that a
driver using a hands-free device is just as
distracted as a driver who isn’t. Perhaps
any kind of multitasking makes you nervous, or perhaps you don’t get nervous
about any of it. However, this doesn’t

change the fact that phone use while driving is neither prudent nor acceptable in the
eyes of the law.
Giannaccini suggests that these parents’ children should “bring it up to them
and say, ‘Look, this is really important, we
have very young kids on the campus. You
have four-year-olds on the campus.’” He
told me he would “hate to see something
very serious happen [because] the person
was texting or talking on a telephone.”
Most people know, by virtue of their

common sense, that it isn’t a good idea
to text or talk on the phone while driving.
I’m not suggesting that people who use
their phones while driving lack common
sense, I’m saying that humans have always been good at justifying their actions
to themselves.
So I would suggest that the bystanders—that is, the people in the car who see
this kind of thing going on and don’t say
anything—say something. Do it for the
four-year-olds.

cartoon by Josie Renkwitz ‘18

Do you want political change? Get out and vote
by Paige McDonald ‘17
To vote is to let your voice be heard.
Not to vote is to let someone else control
the way you live. Too many people don’t
vote. If you don’t vote, you are losing representation in your government.
“In midterm elections, the electorate
gets older and whiter,” history teacher and
resident voting enthusiast Daniel Jacoby
said. If you’re okay with having mostly
old, white guys be your voice, then please,
feel free not to vote; but if you have any
opposition to that, it is imperative that
you cast your ballot one Tuesday every
two years.
There are so few legitimate excuses
not to vote, but so many illegitimate ones.
Some of the ones people use commonly
include: “I hate politics,” “I can’t get to
the poll,” “I don’t know who to vote for,”
“I don’t like either of the candidates,” and
the final and most frustrating, “my vote
doesn’t matter.”
The only way to change politics is
to vote. If you hate the state of politics
now, contribute to the change. It is that
simple. We don’t have many civic duties:
jury duty, voting, and following the law

36.4% of eligible
voters voted in
the 2014 midterm elections

The last time
it was as low
was 1942

At that
point, we
were fighting WWII

graphic by M. Weiskopf’15

sums it up. We should take advantage of
the few opportunities for political involvement that we have as citizens. If you can’t
get to the poll, cast an absentee ballot.
They are very easy, and you just mail it
in when you’re done.
If you struggle with whom to choose,

or don’t like either candidate, do your research. With modern technology, it won’t
take you more than 30 minutes to figure
out where the candidates stand. If you
still don’t like the way they are looking,
pick one issue you feel strongly about and
choose whichever candidate lines up clos-

est with your views.
This last election had the worst turnout in 72 years. Jacoby attributes this to
one cause: laziness. People are too lazy to
vote, to care, to contribute.
But that laziness, he says, stems from
somewhere. As he puts it, “people aren’t
lazy about missing a Ravens game.
They’ll do things if they want to.” If the
people want to vote, or do anything, for
that matter, they aren’t going to miss out
if they can control it.
So how do we make this happen? Well,
we have a Republican governor for four
years now. Maryland is a mainly Democratic state, and Jacoby thinks that having
a Republican in office will make people
rally and stand up for what they want next
election.
So, it seems that people need to be unhappy to realize that they cannot be happy
without voting. But it is time to break the
cycle. Next time, no excuses. If you will
be 18 before November 8, 2016, talk to
Jacoby about registering, and help make
this nation the nation you want it to be.
Let’s make the next generation of voters, myself included, the most participatory yet.
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Too much homework leaves students stressed
by Hannah McKenzie ’17
Park students know that they’ve chosen a school that is inspiring, progressive,
and rigorous. Yet, numerous students find
themselves overwhelmed by a time-consuming workload on top of after-school
activities and obligations. The amount of
nightly homework, in addition to sports,
music lessons, clubs, or countless other
extracurricular commitments, often piles
up to be too much to handle in a healthy
way.
Park aims to create an environment
for students in which they can take full
advantage of all that it has to offer. After a full day of school and their chosen
extracurricular(s), it’s overwhelming for
many of these students to then have so
much homework. This can become extremely stressful. Some students who
consider homework their priority decide
to quit activities in order to have the time
to work. This happened with several girls
on the Varsity Cross Country team.
Brian Malone ’17, who previously attended Loyola, has experienced a significant increase in workload. “I don’t have
enough time to relax because I have basketball and need to spend so much time

on work,” he said.
Kelsey Curtis ’16 said that she usually
spends at least four hours on homework
each night. “I have sports so I get home
late and can’t start homework until 7:30
p.m.” she said. “Since it takes so long, I
don’t finish it until around 11:30 or 12:00.
Being tired limits how much work I’m
able to do as the week progresses and it
affects me for days after.”

‘Being tired limits how much work
I’m able to do as the
week progresses and
it affects me for days
after.’
Into addition to their regular work, juniors and seniors have another time commitment—college applications. Lauren
Ginsburg ’15 specifically mentioned her
schedule during two weeks early in the
year: “I’d get home from Cross Country
after school and work on homework until
9:00 p.m., then I’d work until midnight on
college essays.”

No student should be functioning on
this type of schedule. When asked about
how this affects her life at school, Ginsburg said: “During the times that I need
to be working on college applications
along with homework, I’m generally in
a worse mood all the time because I feel
like I always have something I need to
be doing.” She was surprised that teachers weren’t more lenient when assigning
homework, especially during the college
process, when the majority of her peers
were just as overwhelmed as she was.
Xandi Egginton is a freshman who
participates in a number of extracurricular activities. “I’m very stressed right
now. Especially at the end of semester,
teachers pile on a lot of work and it’s a
lot to handle.” He explained that as he
gets stressed, he rushes to finish all of his
assignments, and the quality of his work
decreases.
In addition to time spent working or
on extracurriculars, students should have
time to relax at home and spend time with
their families. Even weekends are often
packed with homework.
History teacher Daniel Jacoby says that
the homework he assigns is both necessary and practical. “Students don’t like

reading in class because everyone reads
at a different pace, so I often assign reading for homework so that there can be a
discussion in the next class.”
While these assignments are useful,
even the amount of reading assignments
should be regulated to avoid excess. It’s
true that many homework assignments
can make classes more productive,
which is why homework should not be
eliminated altogether. Nevertheless, some
students feel that they are often assigned
“busy work.” Malone said that some timeconsuming assignments feel “pointless.”
Students need a lighter workload in
order to have a healthy life. “Too much
homework” is relative to the type of class,
grade, and the curriculum, which makes
it hard to specify what exactly the limits
would be for a specific class’s workload.
One solution is to make it mandatory for
teachers to have a brief conversation at
the end of each class about the homework assignment for that night. Ideally,
students would feel comfortable enough
to express how much was too much and
teachers would respect their judgment. It
is essential to student health and wellbeing
that teachers reduce the amount of homework they assign.

Let the video games continue—somewhere else

by Isaiah Hug ’17
Ever since I was a middle
school student, there has been a
controversy regarding computer
games in the library. When I
was younger, my friends and I
would squander our afternoons
playing games like Uberstrike or
Crush the Castle with each other
in the library. Usually, the deafening amount of noise we made
would attract whoever was on
duty. They would remind us that
the library computers were only
for work. We would leave, but
eventually we always came back
and continued.
Some things never change. A
handful of sixth graders are doing the same thing, except they
aren’t getting away with it like I
did in my middle school years.
“It started in the beginning of
the year with lots of kids playing

games in the morning. Unfortunately, we can’t use the library
computers for games,” librarian
Lisa Gottlieb said. “Mornings
are especially busy because students are trying to get their work
printed before first period, and
game-players take up a number of computers and generate
noise.”
Gottlieb brings up very good
points. I have experienced this
many times: rushing at 8:25 a.m.
to print that term paper or finish
the last sentence of an English
paper, and having to deal with
other students making noise because they were just blown to
bits in whatever game they were
playing.
I thought these activities were
stupid, and I didn’t think very
highly of the students—until I
spoke with the closest thing to a
leader these gamers have—Nicolas Miller ’21.
Miller and a handful of other
sixth graders are advocating for
the right to play games in the
library. “I want people to have
fun playing video games because
besides talking there isn’t much
to do before school,” Miller
said. “This isn’t just because I
like video games. I think that
people can get into video games
because something’s worrying
them. I think video games can
relieve stress.”

The group formally took action by presenting a petition that
garnered 150 signatures. “I was
really impressed with what they
did,” Gottlieb said, “so we set up
a meeting, because we wanted
to talk about this and see if we
could meet their needs without compromising the fact that
games in the library aren’t going
to work.”
The meeting took place November 14, and Gottlieb and the
group of sixth graders talked
about what to do. “Our next
step was, ‘where can this [game
playing] happen, that’s not in the
library?’” Gottlieb said. “I’m
helping them to figure out how
this can happen—maybe in the
Middle School Commons, or
another place that’s not going to
interfere.”
As of now, no action has been
taken, as the students and librarians continue to brainstorm ideas.
As a result of these happenings, I now hold these gamers in
much higher esteem, and, unlike
in the past, I want them to be able
to unwind at school. School can
be very stressful, and having a
designated spot for people to
play games and relax could be
beneficial if used responsibly.
But first and foremost, the
solution must not interfere with
the work of others. Six or seven
kids yelling in the library is un-

acceptable. A part of the reason
why games in the library never
worked is because no matter how
many promises one makes, being quiet while playing games
is unrealistic, particularly when
playing with groups.
Being a bit of a gamer myself,
I can attest to the fact that when

playing games you forget where
you are, whether it’s the library
or in your room. This idea of
dedicating an entire room, such
as the basement computer lab,
to playing games is a great idea.
That way, people who want to
have fun can have fun, and people who want to work can work.

photo by M. Lipitz ‘17

N. Miller ’21 takes a stand against library video game policy.
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Karyn Fisher steps into newly created role
by Catherine Robbins ‘18
Students walk by, chatting
with their friends, rushing to the
school store to get their mid-class
snack, and a new faculty member
hopes to meet all of them. While
this task may seem extremely
difficult, Karyn Fisher, the Upper School’s Learning Resource
teacher, has some tricks up her
sleeve. “So, the mints,” Fisher
said. “Peppermint has been
proven to enhance memory and
processing speeds, and [create] a
sense of calm.” Fisher welcomes
anyone and everyone who stops
by.
Fisher’s role, though, encompasses far more than just handing out mints. “The position is,
really, to support students and
teachers,” Fisher said.
She helps students in crossdisciplinary areas, including
reading comprehension, organization, writing, advocacy, and

time management. She teaches a
study skills class for ninth graders. Fisher also visits classrooms

to help teachers accommodate to
all learning styles.
While Park has had a learning

photo by P. Coulson’16

Karyn Fisher is the first Learning Resource teacher dedicated
to working solely with Upper School students and teachers.

resource teacher for many years,
the position of Upper School
Learning Resource teacher is
new.
“Debbie [Dolan, previously
the Learning Resource teacher] split her time between the
Middle School and the Upper
School. We decided that this is
a full time position, [and] each
division would need its own resource teacher,” said Patti Porcarelli, Interim Dean of Students
and Faculty Coordinator for the
Upper School.
Porcarelli explained that she
could tell from the job interview
“that [Fisher] would bring tremendous strength to the job, including a great sense of warmth
and openness, and her knowledge of the field.”
Fisher is no stranger to a
classroom. She received her
B.A from St. Mary’s College
of Maryland before moving on
to get her M.S. in Educational
Studies at Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity. After teaching English
for 12 years in Baltimore County
public schools, she transferred to
St. Paul’s School in 2012, where
she taught a study skills class.
Fisher has been welcomed
by the Park community in many
ways, from faculty offers of support to requests from students
looking for an adviser for an
activity. “It’s just a real strong
sense of people working together,” Fisher said.
Fisher appreciates that Park is
what she calls “a true collaborative community.” “I think that
progressive education is the way
to go,” she said. “It just makes
sense. I like how students are at
the center of progressive education.”
For now, she just hopes that
she will be able to get to know
everyone in the high school. Porcarelli is eager to witness her in
action. “Karyn brings so many
talents,” she said. “I’m thrilled
that we have her here.”

Giannaccini upgrades campus safety measures
by Thao Kahn ‘17
Prior to taking the position
as Director of Security, Mike
Giannaccini was in the Baltimore County Police Department
(BCPD) for 37 years. Giannaccini took over the position from
Bob Peck, who left last year after
10 years as security chief.
In his long career with the
BCPD, Giannaccini held many
positions including work in Internal Affairs and the Narcotics
Division. His last position was
Commander of Precinct Outreach Division, which was responsible for overseeing officers
stationed in county schools.
A Day’s Work
A typical day’s work for Giannaccini starts at 6:30 or 7 a.m.,
and includes activities such as
making sure that the necessary
doors are set to open at specific
times, testing the siren and PA
system before students arrive at
school, checking his email for
any notes from the night security
staff, making sure that morning
carpool goes smoothly, and there
are parking spaces for conferences and visitors.
He takes a tour of the school
at 9:00 and posts schedules outside of the gyms that include
activities during that day and

night to make sure that there
are no conflicts. “After that,” he
said, “the day just kind of takes
its own course.”
Giannaccini spends the day
dealing with emails, meetings,
periodic issues such as fire drills,
and updates to manuals and protocols. Beyond the school day,
Giannaccini oversees the evening security staff that is on
site until 10:30 p.m. as Park has
events most nights of the week.
Security for Giannaccini,
however, is more than a daily
routine. “In its purest form, it’s
that everybody—students, faculty, staff—is able to leave and
go home at the end of the day,”
he said.
With safety in mind, Giannaccini has put in place new measures as the concept of school
security has moved from more
of a background issue to a foreground issue. A few examples of
this include: two additional exterior cameras, radios in every
classroom, call boxes in the Athletic Center and in the Blaustein
Gym, with three more planned
for the Varsity fields.

different areas of the school.” Giannaccini did acknowledge that
these new technologies come at
a price. “The radios alone were
upwards of $12,000. Everything
has a price tag,” he said, “and
there is of course a price you pay
if you look in the other direction
and don’t adequately maintain
security.”
Gianaccini talked about the
sometimes challenging but very
important balance of the open-

ness that is part of Park’s DNA,
with the pressing need to ensure
basic safety for the community.
Tracking Behavior
“Behavior is the most important indicator of what should
cause anyone concern,” he said.
“We want everybody to feel
comfortable and accepted, but
at the same time, we want to be
sure we know where an individual is headed, what…and who

they are looking for. We want to
look, not at the individual, but
at the behavior of the individual
to determine if we feel they are
welcome.”
He offered advice to students
with regard to their security at
school and beyond: “You really have to be aware of what’s
around you at all times…It’s always a good idea for people the
keep their eyes open and consider their surroundings,” he said.

Additional Cameras
Something that the school
could use more of, according to
Giannaccini, would be more interior cameras to, “if necessary,
at the click of a cursor, look at

photo by M. Lipitz ’17

A 37-year veteran of the Baltimore County Police Dept., Mike Giannaccini worked with former
security chief Bob Peck before taking over the position this year.
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New roles for alumni returning to work at school
by Catherine Robbins ‘18
Walking through the halls, you might
recognize certain faculty members. This
might not be just because you know them
as teachers, but because you knew them
when they were students. Alumni are a
fairly large part of the community, but
they each have different stories of how
they got to where they are now. Some
returned because of their children, others because they missed the community
feeling. Regardless of the reason, they’re
pleased to be back.
“Park has been a part of my life and my
own extended family for so many years,
that when my kids enrolled, and then I began working here, it truly felt like coming
home,” Ruthie Kalvar ‘85 said.
Kalvar is the Director of Admissions,
and has been working here since 2009 after her family moved from Connecticut to
send her kids to Park. “I wanted them to
love school as I had,” Kalvar said. They
had been at a more conservative school
before, and Kalvar “realized how important the Park community and the progres-

sive philosophy were to me and for my
family, when I wasn’t surrounded by it.”
Bradley Williams ‘09 returned for a
different reason. “I decided to come back
because it’s fun,” Williams said, “and
I grew up here, so it’s pretty comfortable.” Williams teaches music technology
and a section of eighth grade life skills. He
is also an extended day helper for first
graders, and covers for receptionist Joan
Shaull during lunch.
“I’ve always been interested in teaching, but I knew that if I came to Park, that
they would try to help me out with something,” Williams said. Williams looked
at jobs in other schools but didn’t find
any that were perfect. “All the stuff I was
complaining about the other schools was
because they weren’t like Park,” he said.
“Everything that I would want out of a
school is what Park is.”
Anja Fries ’09 joined the Admission
office mid-September. “It was exciting for
me to be able to have a job that actually
meant something to me,” Fries said, “and
then I would want to be able to give back
to Park.” She is sad that she does not know

as many of the students, because they
were and are such a big part of her life.
“One thing that has really remained with
me is that a lot my really close friends
were friends that I had when I was here.”
Her friends are still very important to
her. “The education was great and really
served me well in college, but it’s those
friendships that are going to stay with me
forever,” Fries said.
Kalvar said that the student body has
grown a lot since she attended. She graduated with a class of only 41 people. “But
even though we are bigger,” Kalvar said,
“the same small classroom size ensures
that we stay true to our progressive ideals.”
Kalvar loves seeing some of her favorite coaches and teachers from when
she was in high school, including Middle School social studies teacher Lucky
Mallonee ‘62, Upper School art teacher
Garry Cerrone, and Upper School Spanish
teacher Nancy Fink.   
Alumni are very important because
they truly know the school. They know
how it felt to be a student, and how it feels

to work here. For whatever reasons they
decided to return, they’re glad that they
did.

photo by M. Lipitz’17

Anja Fries ’09 works in the Admission
Office. She’s one of four members of
her class currently employed at Park.

Behind the scenes: Students work to put on Goldsoundz
by Hannah Blau ‘15
Once every few months, students, parents, and teachers crowd the Blackbox and
snack on Swedish Fish as they listen to
student musical performances. The performances always cover a variety of styles
from Indie Alternative tunes to original
arrangements of video game soundtracks
(a specialty of Tanner Cohan ’15). Goldsoundz is an event where students can
share their music without the pressure of
a formal recital. The atmosphere is relaxed
and supportive. But what goes on behind
the scenes? What has to happen so that
the community can enjoy Swedish Fish
and a song?
It starts with the equipment. “The
school has all the equipment, and we keep
it in a little storage room down where the

Z. Feldman ‘15 coils a wire.

green rooms are,” Em Ridgeway ’15, who
helps run the soundboard, said.
“You have to haul gear from all corners
of the school,” said Daniel Neiman ’17,
one of the main sound guys.
“There isn’t much prep until the day
of, when we spend literally the entire X
block wiring up everything and plugging
in everything,” Hess said.
However, many people are willing to
lend a hand. “You get a lot of the performers to come and help even if they don’t
normally do sound stuff,” Micah Frier ’16,
the other sound guy, said.
“I think that the students are really
great about doing most of the work of
Goldsoundz,” said math department chair
and Goldsoundz security team member
Mimi Cukier.
Even though Goldsoundz is largely stu-

E. Schneiderman ‘15 and Z. Feldman ‘15 roll up a rug after the Holiday Goldsoundz on December 5.

E. Ridgeway ‘15 works on the soundboard.

dent run, it would not be possible without
music teacher Doug Jamison. “Doug is
kind of amazing. He knows the ins and
out of everything and if something goes
wrong he knows what to do,” Hess said.
Next to Jamison, the commander in
chief of Goldsoundz is music department
chair Adele Dinerstein. Dinerstein schedules each of the dates, organizes a set list
of who is playing what, updates the set
list, and sets up. Most importantly, “I go
and buy all the snacks,” Dinerstein said.
Once all the equipment is set up and
the show begins, Hess and Max Gold ’15
make all the performers sound their best
by running the soundboard. “I make sure
nothing is too loud and nothing is too soft.
I boost peoples’ voices to…highlight their
strengths,” Gold said.
Goldsoundz has come a long way,
especially in terms of technology, since

photos by K. Kouwenhoven ‘15

it was started. “Back in the day when it
was in the Middle School commons or
even when it started in the annex, the set
up was a bit different,” Dinerstein said.
“The sound system was all of two microphones and a small PA. We’ve really made
it much more professional.”
When Goldsoundz was permanently
moved to the Blackbox, it allowed for a
much more advanced sound system. However, all of this technology requires a lot
more work. “It takes several hours to set
up,” Dinerstein said.
“There’s a lot of work that goes into
it and there’s a lot of people who do that
work,” Gold said.
So next time you sit down in the Blackbox with a handful of Swedish fish, ready
to listen to some tunes, take a second to
appreciate the work that went into making
the night possible.
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Snow prompts alternate Service Day activities
by Dakota Jennifer ’18

photos by H. Block ’15

Students brave the snow to work on the trails in the woods. Science teacher
Jeff Jennings led a workforce to clear off trails.

A. Goldstone ’16 and G. LaBorwit ’16
help prepare plant terrariums in Baskets of Cheer.

C. Quaranta ’17 and L. Eshleman ’17
participate in Baskets of Cheer.

The inclement weather on November 26 brought Park’s annual Day of
Service indoors. The Day of Service
is usually a half-day when students do
service-based activities that they sign
up for, such as maintenance on the
trails or going to the Levindale House
to sing for seniors. These activities are
based on helping others in the spirit of
Thanksgiving.
Even though the forecast of snow
pushed everyone inside and into different activities, many students said
that they still got something out of the
day. Baskets of Cheer leader Hannah
Bloom ’17 enjoyed being able to lead
her activity despite the weather conditions. Students gathered to create gift
bags for community members going
through trialing or celebratory times,
writing notes of sympathy and congratulations. “I think it would’ve gone like
this either way, but I’m still happy that
we got to do this [activity], because it
[Baskets Of Cheer] is a big part of Day
of Service,” she said.
Interim Dean of Students Patti Porcarelli helped organize the improvised
Day of Service, with the assistance of
the Upper School faculty. They banded
together to create 26 new activities that
were based indoors. “I am thrilled with
the offerings that faculty have under-

way,” Porcarelli said. She didn’t think
that the change of plans would hinder
the excitement and fun. “Anytime you
have a special day, it’s up to the people
who participate to put the most in. What
you put in is what you get out,” she said.
After her off-campus activity was
cancelled, Nina Feliciano ‘18 joined
Thoughtful Treasures, where she helped
make fun trinkets for seriously ill children at the Children’s Inn. She enjoyed
her job stapling and folding, saying: “It
makes me feel good about how I’m going to make other kids happy.”
Sam Tabrisky ’18 was in math teacher Mimi Cukier’s Board Games activity.
He enjoyed playing games and the vibe
in his activity, referring to it as “super
chill.”
Elijah Asdourian ’18 helped Facilities as his activity. He said the students
got to know Kurt Klinger better and
emptied out all of the recycling bins in
the school. “It was really rewarding,”
he said.
Even though the weather stopped
students from doing all of the planned
activities, many still were able to participate in community service or continue important conversations. “I think
[Day of Service] accomplished what
the original creators of the day wanted,”
Porcarelli said.

N. Feliciano ’18 makes Mix & Match
books for Thoughtful Treasures.

Several predicted inches of snow
cancelled all off-campus activities.

E. Sakin ’17 works on a bag of goodies to go into a Basket of Cheer.

G. Branam ’16 prepares baked goods
in the cafeteria for the annual Day of
Service community-wide lunch.

Left to right: C. Ishak ’16, N. Kaplan ’16, T. Cohan ’15, K. Hsiao ’15, V. Zhang
’16, and S. Turner ’15 play Settlers of Catan in the Board Games activity,
hosted by math teacher Mimi Cuker.

The Lower School did not miss out.
Drew S. ‘24 of Ann Starer’s class
paints a bowl for Empty Bowls.
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New second semester classes introduced
by Lindsey Weiskopf ‘18
Just a few weeks ago, a long line of
students could be found anxiously waiting
outside of scheduler Bob Carter’s office
to register for their spring classes. With
so many new Upper School teachers this
year, there is a multitude of new courses
being offered.
History teacher Naadia Owens is introducing a class entitled Feminist Movements in American History. The course
will focus on advocacy for gender equality throughout American history and the
events surrounding the three waves of
feminism. “In particular, we are going to
be talking about the idea of the movement
and how feminism started,” Owens said.
“I want students to get a strong understanding of the different waves of feminism…and what is going on around those
waves.”
Owens encouraged students of all
genders and ages to consider taking the

class. “I think that feminism is not just a
women’s issue; it’s an issue for both genders,” she said. In the class, students will
examine many different perspectives on
the subject. “I also want my class to have
the opportunity to hear some different experiences,” Owens said. “Often, we hear
one side of feminist discussion and debate
that might not be as powerful.”
English teacher Patrick Oray is leading two new courses in the spring. The
first is called The Radio Essay. According
to Oray, this will “be a writing intensive
class that [will] have a different spin: writing pieces and being able to incorporate
sound as a way of storytelling.” In this
class, students will not only write, but
will also record their writing, utilizing
the recording studio and other technology
in order to do so. The English class will
focus on creating essays that are worthy
to submit to local broadcasting stations
or even NPR.
The second class taught by Oray, Literature and the City, will focus on analyz-

ing the culture and growth of cities over
different time periods through their literature. Oray said, “What’s a better way of
learning about the history and culture of
a city than looking at literature?”
Science teacher Carla Guarraia will be
teaching a new class called Risk Factors
and Mechanisms of Cardiovascular Disease and Diabetes. “We’re going to focus
on the risk factors of different very predominant diseases,” Guarraia said. Topics that will be studied include not only
diabetes and cardiovascular disease, but
the circulatory system, the endocrine system, as well as the reproductive system
and STDs.
Guarraia plans on discussing how these
diseases affect different groups of people,
especially the homeless. Since this group
“has a large rate of cardiovascular disease
and diabetes, we’re going to be studying
why that is the case,” she said. “We have
a partnership right now with Healthcare
for the Homeless, so the class is going to
make educational materials for the home-

less patients and the clients they have at
their clinic.” While learning about the risk
factors of common diseases, students will
find ways to prevent these issues and connect them to their own lives. “I want them
to be healthier, and make healthier decisions, and to help others to do the same,”
Guarria said.
These are only a few of the new classes
being offered this spring. Others include:
Film Scores, Soundtrack, and Multimedia,
taught by music teacher Adele Dinerstein;
Twentieth-Century Poetry, taught by new
English teacher Asha French; The Silk
Road: Its History and Literature, taught
by history teacher Iman Sheybani; and
Forensic Science, returning from a short
hiatus, taught by science teacher Elliot
Huntsman. There is a large variety of new
classes next semester for every student to
choose from. Whether you’re into feminism, podcasts, or the science of disease,
and no matter what your lottery number
was for registration, there will surely be
plenty that are right for you.

Carriage House Farms hosts regular field trips
by Matthew Singer ‘15
It’s almost a rite of passage:
if you’ve gone through a biology class taught by Upper School
science teacher Jeff Jennings,
you’ve in all likelihood visited
Carriage House Farms. It is a
small organic chicken and turkey
farm owned by Jennings’ friend
Gaylord Clark and his wife Leanne. Jennings and Clark met
through Madelyn Clark ‘07, the
Clark’s daughter. They bonded
over farm work and a shared interest in Alaskan salmon fishing.
Clark has been very generous
with his time, so Jennings brings
multiple classes to the farm every
year.
Jennings insists that Clark is
an integral part of the field trips.

photos courtesy Gaylord Clark

Two Biology with Chemistry classes stopped by Carriage
House Farms.

“Part of the reason that I take
students is the farm, part of the
reason is Gaylord,” he said.
Reliant on the farm for his income, Clark is an expert at running it efficiently. Also, as his
farm is certified organic, he has
deep insight on his environmen-

tal impact. “He [Clark] knows a
lot about what he’s doing which
is really cool because you could
ask him questions about almost
anything,” Alexis Hudes ‘16,
who took Jennings’ Environmental Science class, said.
Jesse Berns-Zieve ’15, a former student
in Jennings’
Biology with
Chemistry
class, said
that Clark
had “tons
of energy
[and] a really quirky
personality.”
Clark’s tie
to and pasphoto by B. Turner ‘15
photo courtesy Gaylord Clark sion for the
Gaylord Clark raises chickens and turkeys such as these on his farm. Jeff Jen- farm helps
ning’s classes stop by Clark’s farm to learn about its operations.
the visitors

get the best possible experience
from the trip.
While the trip is fun and light
hearted, it has strong ties to the
classroom and the study of biology in general. As the birds mature outside, Clark has to take
many different environmental
factors into account when raising his birds. The parallels between the field trip and Jennings’
Environmental Science class are
especially clear.
“At the time we were talking about nutrient runoff into the
bay and the science behind how
that works, so it was cool to go
and see his farm and see some
of the steps that he was taking to
make his chicken farm the most
environmentally friendly in that
regard,” Hudes said.
Students also were able to
observe the system that Clark
uses to rotate the coups through
different fields so that they wear

evenly. It is this kind of experiential learning that is difficult to
replicate in the classroom.
Beyond the connections to
the classroom, Jennings and his
students feel as if there is an
inherent value to going outside
and having a unique experience.
“It’s a neat experience…most of
us haven’t grown up on a farm,”
Jennings said.
From chasing chickens about
the grounds to clipping the wings
of turkeys, the students have an
opportunity to immerse themselves in experiential learning
in a wonderful setting.
“Things were crazy in school
and really very stressful. He took
us there and we were outside in
this beautiful field under a blue
sky in the fresh air. Even if we
hadn’t been learning about biology, it would have been a worthwhile experience,” Berns-Zieve
said.
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Though an outdated story, Pirates shines
by Mollie Eisner ’17 and Catie
Turner ’17
At 7:50 p.m. on November 21, the
Meyerhoff theater is already packed for
the fall musical. Groups of seats are reserved by big, puffy coats; director Peter
King scans the audience from above, allknowing; Anna Rose Leder ‘17 is seen
knitting a seemingly endless scarf out of
beige yarn as she is perched on a high
ledge in pirate garb—this truly is an event.
And then, at 8:05—characteristically
late—the lights dim, and the susurrations
of the packed house begin to die out: the
fall musical is about to commence.
This year, King returned to an old (seriously—Victorian era old) favorite: Gilbert
and Sullivan’s The Pirates of Penzance.
In essence, Pirates is a silly show, shooting for laughs and not depth or character
development. It explores male-female
relationships and power dynamics in an
amusing but not meaningful way.
The story centers around Frederic (Ian
Simon ’15), former apprentice to the ragtag gang of pirates led by the Pirate King
(Abram Foster ’15). All Frederic wants is
to get out of there and find himself a nice
lady to hold on chilly nights—preferably
not in the form of Ruth (played by Isabel Ingram ’15), his former nursemaid,
whose age means that the pirates throw
her around like a hot potato. He finally
finds his “true heart’s desire” in the form
of Mabel (Olivia Sellman ’16), one of
Major-General Stanley’s (Connor Moore
’17) many daughters. The pair become
star-crossed lovers.
The only difference between Frabel
(yeah, we gave them a couple name) and
Romeo and Juliet is that you don’t really
care if the couple makes it; it seemed kind
of random how Fredric picked Mabel out
of a group of equally beautiful women,
and there wasn’t a lot of chemistry between the two once they became a couple.
This is because of the pointed shallowness
of both Frederic and Mabel. Frederic cares
solely about beauty and youth; Mabel is
the same, and sabotages her sisters to
achieve this.
In the end, Frederic and Mabel wed, as
do all the pirates to all the daughters. The
play also featured a small group of middle
school students who played police led by
the adorable Clare Peyton (’17). They
were endearing and added life to the play.
Not only does Pirates have an oftenridiculous, never-a-dull-moment plot, but
it’s also an operetta. We don’t do a lot of
operettas at Park, but now, having seen
Pirates, we should. We certainly have the
talent. The ensemble was not only fully
alive and committed in terms of acting, it
was also energetic and musically polished.
Moore had the diction of an angry
British man; Sellman’s soprano hit notes
that would impress Mariah Carey herself;
Ingram’s vocals were clear and delicate;
Simon’s were smooth and confident; Fos-

The pirates celebrate their leader by singing, “I Am a Pirate King.”

ter’s were deep and classical. The talent
and enthusiasm on stage were palpable.
In addition to the intricate vocals, the
production was aesthetically gorgeous. Visually, Pirates of Penzance managed both
whimsy and elegance: the color scheme
was limited mainly to beige and white,
with the pirates in burlap and canvas uniforms, the girls in beautiful satin period
dresses; a shifting backdrop of white cutouts—trees, a ship, a gauzy chapel—lent
the set an ethereal quality.
The choreography, a blend of old (traditional parasols and fans made an appearance) and new (Frederic’s frankly
astounding Elvis pelvis), was in turns
gorgeous and just plain hilarious.
Despite the kidnapping and implied
sexual assault of the daughters, the real
misogyny lay in the subtle message of the
show: beauty and youth are all that mat-

out, what will be left in their marriages?
Ruth is undesirable to the pirates, but
essentially she’s the same as the desirable daughters. She’s begging for love and
companionship, too. She lusts over handsome Frederic just like the daughters do.
The only difference is that her hair is gray,
her clothes are dull, and she has wrinkles
on her face.
Essentially, the women in Pirates

C. Moore ’17 as the Major-General
Stanely.

are only as valuable as they are young
and traditionally lovely. The pirates are
only desirable because of their supposed
“manliness” that, from the beginning, is
actually a sham. The play doesn’t make
an attempt at examining the tenuous relationships and shallow personalities
of the characters: everyone involved is
a walking farce, and there isn’t a single
foil to provide context for the audience.
It’s typical of its period – the show was
first produced in 1879—and, because of
this, it is, in many ways, so outdated as
to be unsavory.
Nevertheless, while it’s not the most intellectual or morally correct show, sometimes it’s fun to see something that’s supposed to entertain in the most basic way.
We can still have a good chuckle like all
the chaps in 1879! Instead of having a
character within the play to provide context, as Park students, we are the audience
that can provide context; Pirates is an invitation for more gender discussion at a
school that is already very well-informed.
At a school as progressive as Park, the
choice of Pirates as a production is not
controversial when it’s understood that
we are not as shallow as the characters in
the play; we have the ability to provide
context for ourselves.

I. Simon ’15 and I. Ingram ’15 starred
as Frederic and Ruth, respectively.

A. Maggett ’17 played one of the Major-General’s daughters.

ters, and if they are the only things that
you pursue in your life, you will succeed.
The pirates were hot; the daughters were
hot; they got married; everyone’s happy.
Except... not quite. Will the dim-witted, goal-oriented pirates get along with
their similarly dim-witted, goal-oriented
brides? Once their beauty and youth runs

photos by Shannon Bishop

The cast of Pirates of Penzance sing the reprise of the iconic tune,“I Am the
Very Model of a Modern Major-General.”
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New TV shows need time to grow

show’s debut is like a baby animal learning to walk for the first time. It may look
awful at first, but have some faith in that
little baby! Sometimes they get up and
learn to run, and sometimes they get up
and spew a bunch of racist and sexist garbage.
Thankfully, I’m here to bring you this
groundbreaking revelation that the important thing is that we give these shows
a chance to prove themselves, and who
knows? Maybe you’ll find your new
favorite show that way. The only thing
that’s certain is that I might start going to
church to ask for some divine intervention
to #saveselfie.

by Nikki Haririan ’15
   Some may dread winter rolling around
because of all the snow and icy roads;
some may hate the cold and Christmas
carols. But what do I dread most about
winter? The inevitable announcements of
new TV shows being cancelled.
This year has been particularly brutal.
Multiple shows have already had announcements about not being renewed
and a few have even been pulled from
the air and replaced with reruns of more
“reliable” shows.
All this news of cancelation makes me
wonder if cancelling shows during or after
the first season is really fair. You may be
rolling your eyes and asking, “But Nikki,
have you seen some of the garbage that’s
been on TV?”
Trust me that yes, I have. While networks get caught up with numbers and
dollar amounts, they seem to have forgotten that TV shows are like people. You
can’t expect freshmen to come to the first
day of school and be able to shine (or even
stand on their own) in a class full of experienced upperclassmen. Like those freshmen, new shows need some time to grow
into their own and find their own voice.
A prime example of this is ABC’s
Selfie, which debuted and died this year.
The pilot of the show was horrendous; the
leads had no chemistry, the characters felt
grating and unlikable, and there seemed
to be no plot.
However, the show found its footing in

photo courtesy theguardian.com

Karen Gillen as Eliza Dooley in Selfie, which was cancelled after one season.

the third and fourth episodes and proved
itself to be a quirky romcom that successfully leaned more on the side of comedy. Selfie was starting to hit a high note
with its hilarious one-liners and palpable
“Will they won’t they” romantic tension
between friendly colleagues that rivals—
dare I say it?—The Office’s Jim and Pam.
It looked like it could have had a nice
long life…until ABC abruptly cancelled
it and pulled the remaining episodes off
of the network’s schedule. Now, fans are
left to watch the last couple of episodes as
they come out on Hulu while begging the
TV gods to #saveselfie. If ABC allowed
Selfie to play out its entire season, they
might have noticed that the show had a
solid enough fan base that would be worth

it to continue the show.
That’s not to say that every show will
warrant a second season if they’re allowed
to play out their entire first season. With
some shows, what you see is what you get
and what you’ll continue to get for how
ever many seasons.
For those shows, they’re usually either
home runs or complete failures because of
their lack of appeal for multiple groups of
people. Of newly cancelled shows, Fox’s
Utopia comes to mind, mostly because it
was a weak rip off of CBS’s Big Brother
that reduced itself to revolving around a
group of people hanging out and having
one or two small arguments per episode.
As viewers, something to keep in mind
when it comes to new shows is that a new

photo courtesy imdb.com

Walking Dead: tired people, not zombies
by Ross Greenberg ‘16
AMC’s The Walking Dead takes place
in Georgia and follows a survival-group,
led by Sheriff Rick Grimes, and its journey during the zombie outbreak. In the
show, a pandemic virus causes a zombie
outbreak.
When someone becomes a zombie,
he or she must first die and then “turn.”
Once someone has turned, piercing the
brain is the only thing that can kill him
or her. Although, to some, this premise
may sound trite and unrealistic, the show
serves a deeper meaning as a narrative for
the dynamics of human survival.
In the show, one demonstrated aspect
of human survival is the necessity to form
groups. By being alone, one becomes
more physically and emotionally vulnerable. This is because solitude is almost
certain suicide in this nightmare world.
Without a group, it is much harder to
defend, hunt, or consolidate resources.
Rick’s group oftentimes runs into other
bands of survivors on the road. However,
they rarely run into lone survivors and
if they do, that person is usually on the
verge of getting devoured by a herd of
zombies. Those who manage to survive
alone are usually not trusted because by
surviving alone, they most likely aban-

doned the value of group survival, thus
making them a potential threat.
Another human survival trait prevalent in the show is adaptation. In order
to survive, the group has to adapt from
living with the amenities of modern life
to living with nothing. They are also constantly vulnerable to attacks by zombies
and other malicious humans. Those who
cannot adapt to the zombies become one.
Adaptation is well demonstrated
through character development. The developers are very conscious of showing
the difference between the characters in
the pre-zombie world and the characters
in the post-apocalyptic world.
The Walking Dead accentuates the
types of adaptations that would be necessary in any dire situation: adapting to
find food, adapting to find water, adapting to changing environments, and, most
importantly, adapting a primitive survival
instinct.
In order to adapt an adequate primitive
survival instinct, it is necessary to let go
of some aspects of humanity and morality.
In The Walking Dead, some of the actions
of the main characters, if taken out of context, would seem utterly evil and savage.
However, after following the development of the characters and learning more
about their pasts, the viewer can truly understand why a character would make one

of these “inhumane” choices.
Some of these forgone aspects of humanity include: the value of life, the value
of privacy, the value of boundaries, and
the value of property. Although these
things are widely considered to be inalienable, this is only because most of our lives
are not perpetually endangered. If one of
us were to be put in a terrible situation,
like the one portrayed in this show, we
would most likely act in the same manner
because the survival of the individual and
the species trumps all.

The Walking Dead isn’t about killing
zombies; it’s about human survival. Take
away the zombies and put in any other
threat to humanity (disease, war, natural
disaster, to name a few), and the dynamic
of the show would be the same.
Group formation, adaptation, and a
resetting of the moral compass are perhaps the three most important things in a
survival situation. These also happen to
be the biggest themes on the show. The
Walking Dead serves more as a general
human survival guide than a horror show.

photo courtesy blastr.com

Sheriff Rick Grimes (Andrew Lincoln) is the protagonist of The Walking Dead.
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Baltimore
offers
winter
festivities
by Liat Klopouh ’18
The winter season brings with it holidays, family time, gifts, and, of course,
a break! Students have made it through
three months of school and finally get to
enjoy two weeks of pure relaxation. Some
get to ditch the cold for a sunny vacation,
but what about those of us who don’t?
Don’t stick to Netflix if you have the
opportunity to explore some place fun
during the holidays. Here are some of my
recommended events happening during
this upcoming season.
The word “holidays” usually brings up
an image of glowing decor and lights. You
can find fairy lights almost anywhere during this time of year, but you can enjoy
the real extravaganza at the Winter Lights
Festival.
The event is located in Gaithersburg,
about an hour away. The 3.5 mile drive
through, in the comfort of your own car,
takes you past 365 illuminated displays
and 65 animated vignettes that light up
the night, with different holiday themed
areas. You can even buy special prism
view glasses that make the lights really
come to life right in front of you.
You can also easily find something to
do at the Baltimore Inner Harbor, where
there are many interesting happenings.
Carolers, acrobats, street performers,
ice sculptures, and festive music fill the
streets all evening long.
One of the events presented is the Window Wonderland exhibit. Different shops
and restaurants feature windows designed
and made by local artists. You can meet
the artists and watch as the noted panel of
judges chooses their favorite. Guests are
welcome to vote for their favorite design
as well.
Of course, as a high school student, I
love to be offered free food, so I love this
event; retailers are offering complimentary refreshments and treats exclusively
for this occasion.
A more familiar place to enjoy the festive spirit is on the 34th street of Baltimore’s Hampden community, also known
as the Miracle on 34th Street. Though the
block really lives up to its name, parking
can be a hassle, so definitely think about
asking Santa for a ride.
Once you get there, you won’t regret
it. It’s almost mystical how a simple and
small neighborhood can turn into a beautiful Winter Wonderland. The glowing
lights illuminate the sky everywhere you
look, but what makes it so unique are the
little objects in the arrangements people
have put together themselves. Every
house has its own idea, but the best part?

photos by H. Block ‘15

The Miracle on 34th Street. Clockwise from top: a candy-cane fence.
The residents of the neighborhood
annually stretch lights across the
rooftops to create a colorful canopy.
One house gives its opinion on the
festival. Mr. Boh and the Utz Girl feature prominently on one house, inspired by Smyth Jewelers’ famous ad;
the residents claim that a number of
proposals have been made in front of
their house. A Christmas tree made
of hubcaps. Snowmen made of bike
wheels as a visitor looks on.

It’s free.
Just remember, wherever you go, be
sure to make time for family, because that
is what the holidays are all about. Every
time you receive a gift, give one back. Finally, have a great winter break—because
what is the point of it if you don’t?

Yoko Ono: artist or not?
by Ben Doyle ’17
Yoko Ono. Japanese multimedia artist, world peace activist, and an icon of
hate for numerous years. She was the
spouse of John Lennon prior to his
death, and is widely regarded as the
person responsible for the breakup of
the Beatles. This may or may not be true,
but it has no bearing on my opinion. My
unrelenting aversion toward everything
she does is based solely on her art.
She’s a key motivator in the “fluxus”
art movement, dedicated to expanding
and evolving (or, in her case, devolving)
the definition of what art is. Many people describe her art as “avant garde” and
“sophisticated.” I’d agree with them, but
then we’d both be wrong. In Ono’s attempt to expand the definition of art,
she’s done nothing more than spew an
amalgamation of dirt and screaming.
Her piece entitled “Three Mounds” con-

sists of what is quite literally just three
dirt piles. Ono was allegedly “helped by
the angels” in her struggle to produce
them. One of her more popular pieces
is her making arbitrary guttural noises
into a microphone for 58 seconds. There
might even be a redeeming factor in her
art if it couldn’t be inadvertently reproduced by every single two-year-old who
ever lived.
From my perspective, expanding the
definition of art to a state this vague and
indefinite isn’t a positive thing. If we
label Yoko Ono yelling, throwing dirt
on the ground, or repeating the lyrics
“Don’t worry, don’t worry, don’t worry,
don’t worry…” out of key for minutes
on end as art, we’re free to label pretty
much anything else as art. And, as with
most things, if everything is art, nothing
is art. The word “art” loses all value.
Any attempt at artistic expression will
be drowned in a sea of nothing, and the
blood will be on Yoko Ono’s hands.

Sports
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Boys’ Varsity Basketball: D.E.F.E.N.S.E.
by Gillian Branam ‘16
This season’s Boys’ Varsity Basketball
team is making some improvements to
what was an already stellar team. Comprised of an even mix of new and returning players, including Brian Malone, the
team’s only sophomore, the team looks
prepared to have a great run this winter.
“We definitely have the tools and the passion to be able to come together and just
play basketball,” co-captain Jason Gelblum ’15 said.
After two straight years of making the
playoffs and exiting quickly in the quarterfinals, the Bruins are very motivated
to succeed. “No one wants to lose in the
first round of the playoffs, and our goal is
ultimately to win a championship,” Justin
Holmes ’15 said.
The Bruins are looking for improvements to come from their new motto:
D.E.F.E.N.S.E. While actual defense is
still very important, this D.E.F.E.N.S.E,
which stands for Demanding Excellence
From Everyone No Selfish Exceptions,
is intended to create a team atmosphere
conducive to winning. “We can’t have
guys being distracted by personal goals of
achieving certain levels of playing time,
points or whatever it may be, and instead
the motivation has to be the communal
success of the team,” Assistant Athletic

Director Dia Clark ’06 said. Clark is an sophomore, all of whom will play imporassistant coach for the team. This philoso- tant roles in contributing to this season’s
phy seems to be working. “I think we’re anticipated success by giving their full
a really close team and we play together, attention to Park’s program this season.
not as individuals,” Holmes said. “We’ve
“We’re just focused on the team right
been bonding well and working hard ev- now,” Gelblum said. “It definitely helps
ery day in practice.”
Another huge advantage Boys’ Varsity has this season
is a strong lineup of
players top to bottom that is made up
of both new and returning players. “My
favorite thing about
the team this year
is the depth. I think
we have a lot of guys
who can step in at
any moment and
contribute,” Holmes
said.
The team will be
led by an impressive
group of seniors this
year, including Gelblum, co-captain
Jelani Robinson,
and many others.
photos by K. Kouwenhoven ‘15
The rest of the team
consists of several D. Price ‘15 attempts a dunk against CHEN, the Christian
juniors and one Home Educators Network sports league.

to have all of us together for the whole
season, and guys aren’t having to focus
on their other teams.”
In addition to adding six new players,
this season Boys’ Varsity also has three
new coaches to help push the team towards victory. After three consecutive
years of coaching the Boys’ JV team to a
C-conference championship, head coach
Gary Block, Clark, and Zac White ‘06,
who played professionally in Australia,
have moved up to coach Varsity. Their
skills and experience will be a valuable
asset to the team throughout the season.
Shannon Byrd and Michael Stiller ‘85
have moved up from Freshman-Sophomore team to coach JV, and they will be
assisted by Micah Saltzberg ‘15.
Along with great players and coaches,
this team has an unwavering sense of optimism that can translate into success. “I
know that in my mind, at full potential,
this team can measure up to anyone in our
conference,” Clark said. “It also has to be
determined whether we will be satisfied
with being a good team that can compete
with other schools, or with reaching our
potential and being possibly a great team
that finds ways to beat the other schools.”
It looks as if Boys’ Varsity Basketball
has set themselves up for a strong season.
“I think we’re going to win the championship. Simple as that,” Holmes said.

Girls’ Varsity Basketball looks to new leadership
by Spencer Levitt ‘18
The outlook for this year looks promising for Girls’ Varsity Basketball, which
may be in a position to have a breakout
season. Even though there are only two
seniors on the team, Lexi Kuntz and Sara
Lerner, there is still a lot of experience
and leadership.
“Last year was definitely a rebuilding
year,” Lerner said. “With a lot of experience out on the court this year from having so many returning sophomores and
juniors, I think the team has the ability to
do very well this season.”
“We have the ability to control the
games,” Kuntz said. “The first two games
we have lost so far have been because of
our own mistakes. If we limit our mistakes, I think we can make it far this year.”
The captains at the beginning of last
season were Clara Hollander ’14 and
Maddie Tracey ’14. They were the team’s
only seniors last year. “Maddie and Clara
were great co-leaders,” Lerner said. “Having been co-captains for the field hockey
season as well, they knew how to work
well together.”
Unfortunately, Tracey was hurt for
most of the season, and as a result of that,
Emily Berner ’16 was added as a captain.
When Tracey came back, Berner remained
as a captain, along with both Tracey and

Hollander.
“All three captains pushed themselves
and the rest of the team and demonstrated
the effort we should all have,” Lerner said.
This year, Berner, Kuntz, and Lerner are
the team captains.
While not having Tracey and Hollander
back on the team will hurt, the team is
made up of almost all veterans, who are

E. Berner ‘16 dribbles up the court.

very well prepared for the season.
Kuntz hasn’t played basketball for the
Bruins since her freshman year, but she
can still bring a lot to the team. “I do like
being part of a team,” Kuntz said. “We
work really well together, [and] we also
all are willing to work together to fix mistakes, which is an instrumental part of a
good team.”
Tyra Whye ’16 is also back again this
year. After being injured for half of her
freshman year on Varsity, she decided to
take a break from basketball. She is now
ready for a new season, and is confident
with the captains. “They are definitely all
strong leaders. The team chemistry is very
good, we all get along. We work really
hard every day, no days off,” she said.
Girls’ Varsity has had some injury
problems the past few seasons, and this
year they’re hoping that won’t be the case.
Lerner has already suffered a concussion,
but expects to return soon. Brooke Cunningham ’17, another player valuable to
the team, also had to recover from an ankle injury suffered during soccer season.
“She is now back on the court as a serious
threat,” Lerner said.
Last season, Bill Pace was the head
coach and Amy Millin and TC Caviness
were the assistant coaches. After Pace’s
departure due to a job change, Caviness
stepped up and took on the role of head

coach. Millin remains at the assistant
coach position. Caviness has been at Park
for four years, both as a part of the JV and
Varsity coaching staffs, and he also has
experience coaching with Millin.
“They are both extremely compassionate and kind people. As a result, the players want to work hard for them,” Lerner
said.
“They are both very dedicated to our
team, and see a bright future for all of us,”
Kuntz said. “TC has a lot that he wants
to teach us. He is very passionate about
the sport.”
“One of Coach TC’s many strengths is
teaching fundamental skills, and I have
definitely already seen improvement this
year,” Lerner said.
The Girls Varsity Basketball team has
many talented players who each bring
something different to the team. “Given
the strengths of this team, I don’t think
that the same five people will start every
game,” Lerner said.
Berner and Whye are the team’s primary ball handlers and the team has a lot
of very versatile players, including Kuntz,
Cunningham, Stephanie Davidson ’17,
Aerin Abrams ’16, and Daisy Olschansky ’16.
“I have high hopes for this season and I
think that the team will be able to compete
with every team we face,” Lerner said.
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Athletes believe in age-old supersitions This Just-in
Work trumps talent

by Zach Charles ‘17
“Step on a crack, break your momma’s
back!” It’s a childhood rhyme we’ve all
heard and recited countless times, as a silly
thing that kids do. It seems that it wouldn’t
be realistic for someone’s mother to break
her back because her child stepped on a
crack, but jumping to conclusions can lead
to bad things.
If I had the option to step on a crack,
potentially putting my mother at risk of
serious injury, I would just step over the
crack. Did that step really make a difference? Who knows? Superstition isn’t just
some random thing someone thought of,
there is always a pattern that goes along
with the superstition. So, even if most superstitions seem so inconsequential, it’s
still better to be safe than sorry.
This is incredibly prevalent in the
world of sports. Take Orioles outfielder
Adam Jones. Jones wears batting gloves
while he hits, as many major league players do. However, Jones puts a lot of trust
in his batting gloves. Not just to function
as batting gloves, but to help him actually hit.
How do batting gloves actually help
Jones hit? Whenever Adam Jones strikes
out, he gets a new pair of batting gloves
that are the same make and same model as
the previous pair, but they’re different because he hasn’t already struck out in them.
Adam Jones’ batting gloves may not
have a fun little rhyme associated with
them, but Jones is one of the best professional baseball players in the best baseball
league in the world. He shouldn’t need to
change his batting gloves to play at the
level he does, yet for some reason, after
every strikeout, Adam Jones gets a different pair of batting gloves.
This idea of superstition also translates
to the point of view of the high school
athlete, and more specifically, the high
school baseball player. To many baseball
players, it is common knowledge that you
never step on a line on game day. If you go
to a major league game, you’ll notice that
many of the players avoid stepping on the
line until the game has started.
Park’s baseball team was not great last
year, but there was one team we were confident that we could beat: Mt. Carmel, a
team that was even more futile than we
were. Unfortunately, though, they must
have had a better understanding of the
superstitions of the game than we did.
During warmups, one of my teammates
stepped on the line. “Dude! You can’t step
on the line!” I quickly shouted. “Screw
your dumb line!” was the response, as he
stomped on the line again and smeared
the chalk with his foot.
Fast forward to the fifth inning. We had
a 10-2 lead, as we might have expected

by Justin Wyda ’15

cartoon by Nikita Shtarkman ’16

before the start of the game. At the end of
the game, everyone glumly got back on
the bus for the ride home. We had blown
the eight run lead in three innings against
one of the worst teams in the league. As I
passed the guy who stepped on the line, I
looked at him and shook my head.
Now, superstitions don’t only apply to
athletes, so let’s look at this from the perspective of a fan. Remember those Bud
Light commercials with Stevie Wonder’s
song, “Superstition”? The slogan in those
commercials was “It’s only weird if it
doesn’t work.” This past MLB season,
an Orioles fan who I know intentionally
wore green boxers during as many Orioles games as he could. The Orioles had
a winning percentage of over .700 when
he wore green boxers, and one of those
wins was to clinch the division.

Another case: I am a die-hard Saints
fan, but unfortunately I don’t get many of
their games on TV. However, when they
have a prime time game, I take my spot on
the couch to watch the game, I go to the
bathroom during halftime, and return to
my spot. The Saints won the Super Bowl
when I was in that spot, and are undefeated when I follow that system. But one
might argue, “The Saints just lost to the
Ravens on Monday night!” That’s because
I wasn’t on my couch for that game; I was
at a friend’s house.
Some might say that superstition is
a load of bologna, but like Adam Jones
and that O’s fan, every professional athlete and every professional fan have their
quirks and rituals, and it’s tough to argue
with a doughnut in the loss column or a
.700 plus winning percentage.

Kenneth K. Lam/Baltimore Sun/MCT

Seattle Mariners catcher Mike Zunino, left, tags the Baltimore Orioles’ Adam
Jones after his strike out in the third inning at Oriole Park at Camden Yards in
Baltimore on Friday, Aug. 1, 2014. The Orioles won, 2-1.

“Do not go gentle into
that good night. Rage,
rage against the dying of
the light.” This line
from twentieth century Welsh poet Dylan
Thomas may ring a
bell, either because
it’s strewn across the
back of the Boy’s Varsity Soccer Tshirts or since it is featured in the new
blockbuster film Interstellar. While the
film is excellent, this column is about
Thomas’ profound line about effort.
In sports, hard work can fly below
the radar. Everybody loves talent—the
boy who can jump out of the gym or the
girl who can dodge and weave through
oncoming defenders. Yet, attributes
such as athleticism, physical stature
and talent are often overhyped. While
more talented athletes might score more
goals, or dish out more assists, if they
did not lay it all on the line, not only are
they letting themselves down, but they
letting down their teammates.
I wouldn’t be a true Park studentathlete if I didn’t try and relate athletics
to academics. In the classroom, when
you turn in a paper, would you rather be
the smart kid who cranked it out with
minimal effort and received an A or the
kid who worked doggedly to get a B?
Most of you probably won’t answer
this question the way I want you to,
but you get the idea. You get so much
more out of any experience if you are
fully engaged.
At Park, effort plays a pivotal role.
People tell us that our athletic programs
lack talent. But this is not something
that should worry us. I cannot stress
enough how little correlation there is
between talent and success. What is
truly important is knowing that at the
end of the game you gave 100%. For
those of you who know me, you know
all too well that my foot speed is modest
at best. While it would be nice to have
natural speed, I would much rather be
the kid who can walk off the field regardless of the score, knowing that I did
all I could. And maybe prioritizing effort over talent won’t result in the score
turning out in Park’s favor—although
I’d bet most times it will—but at least
we’ll know there was nothing more that
we could have done.
Maybe each and everyone one of
us needs to be just a little more Welsh.
Park—let’s rage against the dying light.
For if we do, then we truly have something to be proud of.

