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Principal search adds students to process
by Alex Elias ‘11
Emma Gross ’11, a Postsc
Postscript
s ript
Editor-in-chief, has joined the
Upper School Principal
ipal search
committee as its student representative.
Composed of faculty and administrators, and now one student, the committee oversees
the application process for candidates to replace Mike McGill
who has accepted the position of
Head of the Northwest School
in Seattle.
“It’s a responsibility,” said
Gross, “and I will do the best
I can to represent the student
body.”
Students are further represented in the process on a separate
committee of eight, two elected
from each grade, who will read
resumes and interview candidates when they are invited for
initial visits.
The student committee, which
will offer advice and recommendations to the main search committee, is comprised of: Julia
Gross ’14, Idris Mitchell ’14,
Quinn Salditch ’13, Hilde Wulf
’13, Eli Block ’12, Jordan Williams ’12, Laura Friedman ’11,
and Jesse Orr ’11, also a Postscript Editor-in-chief.
The decision to include students was “discussed at length
by the [Upper School Principal
search] committee,” Head of
School Dan Paradis said. “It’s
a reflection of our confidence in
the student body as a whole. It’s
true to how we view the studentteacher relationship as a partnership,” he said.

To choose a student representative, Student Senate formed its
own “search
“
committee.” The
group, led by Upper School stugroup
dentt b
d
body President Jamie DeMarco ’11, included Rose BernsZieve ’11, Orr, R.J. Gitter ’12,
Justin Long ’12, Sherry Levine
’14 and Jared Slutkin ’14.
Applicants for the position
wrote an essay responding to
the following questions: “Why
are you interested in serving?”
“How do you think you are qualified?” “What are some of your
commitments/extra-curricular
activities and how much time do
they take?” “What would your
ideal principal look like?”
The committee “first read

through all the essays without the
names attached, as a way to talk
without [personal] prejudices,”
said Berns-Zieve. “We really focused on what qualities they had
and what qualities they wanted
for the principal.”
According to Berns-Zieve,
the original pool of seven applicants was whittled down to a
final group of three before they
made their decision to select E.
Gross. “It was vital that students
were made a part of the process
because the relationship between
students and the principal is an
important one,” said BernsZieve.
At class meetings December
6, students of each grade elected

two of their own to form the supplemental committee. “I’m glad
my grade decided to trust me with
this decision,” said Williams, one
of the junior representatives to
the committee. “Ultimately, it
will affect students the most, so
it is very important that students
be represented,” he said.
“It’s really nice to be able to
make a difference,” said Wulf,
one of the sophomore representatives.
Though the final decision belongs to Paradis, “[both] committees will try to reach a consensus on the candidate we believe
will be the best for the future of
Park,” said English teacher Patrcia Porcarelli.

photo by R. Ringler ‘11

The first snow fall of the season December 10 lured Middle School students out onto the
deck in 30 degree weather. As usual, coats were optional.

Hulleberg ’07 wins national championship

Mark Cornelison/Lexington Herald-Leader/MCT
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by Daniel Stern ‘12
Just seconds away from winning the
NCAA Division III Men’s Cross Country Championship, Anders Hulleberg ’07
clutched his face in disbelief. “When I was
10 meters away, and I knew that I had it, I
just put my hands on my head,” he said. “I
was shocked.”
Hulleberg, a runner for Haverford College, didn’t anticipate winning the Division
III Individual Championship. “I knew, going
in, that I could be in the top 10 if I had a good
day,” he said, “so I wasn’t surprised that I
was in the hunt. But the fact that I actually
won was definitely unexpected.”
Wartburg College, in Waverly, Iowa,
played host to the event. Hulleberg completed the eight-kilometer (roughly five-mile)
course in 24 minutes and 22.2 seconds. The
second place runner, Ben Sathre, finished just
one second behind.

Haverford, a perennial Division III powerhouse, also won the overall meet; five
of Haverford’s runners finished in the top
35. Hulleberg,
though, was the
real star. Just days
after winning the
individual title,
he was named
the D-III National Cross-Country
Athlete of the
Year by the United States Track &
Field and CrossCountry Coaches Association
(USTFCCCA).
H u l l e b e rg ’s
running career
As a junior, Hulleberg has grown and
placed fourth in a Nov. expanded over
2005 championship meet.

the past 15 years. It started at Park, in Lower School. “My first running memory is of
when I ran the mile in a third grade gym
class,” he said. “I remember that I ran a 7:47.
I came home and told my dad that we’d run
the mile. I remember him asking me what
I’d gotten.”
Paul Hulleberg, Anders’ father who teaches Middle School music and coaches Boys’
Varsity Cross Country, knew the barometers
by which to measure the quality of a mile
time. Anders added, “When I told him that
I’d gotten a 7:47, he was really impressed,
and he let me know it. To this day, I remember how good that encouragement felt.”
Paul vividly remembers Anders as a young
runner. “When [Anders] first started running,
it became clear to me that he was blessed
with very good natural endurance,” Paul said.
“He started entering fun runs and stuff like
Hulleberg, continued page 12
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Coach uses software to determine player value
by Adam Kelmenson ‘11
In the boys’ basketball season opening scrimmage November 27, a silver
machine with a glowing Apple logo sat
propped open in front of the team’s manager Daniel Stern ‘12. With each substitution, score, rebound, foul and penalty,
Stern methodically pushed the buttons on
his keyboard, entering the statistics into a
revolutionary computer program designed
by graduate Scott Lessans ’10.
The program is the brainchild of head
coach Josh Wolf and is designed to determine a value rating for each of the players.
“A coach is always trying to figure out
the best group of five guys to put on the
court; the guy that scores the most isn’t
necessarily the best,” said Wolf. “I wanted
to come up with a way to measure an individual’s value. I want to see which guys
make everybody better because I know

who my best are, but I don’t always know
who to sub in.”
The program works by keeping track
of the net gain or loss of points during
the amount of time that each player is on

the court. If the team goes up five points
while player X is in, and then another five
after X has been swapped with Y, then
both X and Y get a value rating of five.
Meanwhile, player Z, who has been on
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Boys’ Varsity Basketball manager Daniel Stern ‘12 uses his laptop to keep
track of player statistics and update the team’s new program.

the court the whole time, earns a value
rating of 10. The net gain or loss for each
player’s time on the court accumulates
over the course of the season and constitutes the value rating.
“The program itself isn’t all that complicated,” said Lessans. “In fact, the statistical algorithms were the easiest to write. I
spent the most time on the graphical user
interface [the part of the program the user
will see]. Since the program will be used
during live games, it is essential that the
user be able to quickly and easily input
data and navigate around.”
Wolf first came up with the idea for the
program during last year’s playoff season
after reading about similar systems used in
the NBA. “I did this last year by hand in a
scrimmage with the JV before playoffs,”
said Wolf. “I used the results and played

Program continued page 11.

Habitat receives award
for fundraising efforts
Lindsey Moskowitz ‘11 earns sixth
place in national typeface contest
by Jack Califano ‘12
Senior Lindsey Moskowitz was chosen
as a finalist in an alphabet design competition held by the popular art blog DesignSponge. While the young artist did
not win the competition, placing among
the 400 plus entries marked a significant
achievement for both Moskowitz and the
Art Department.
Moskowitz entered the contest using
an assignment from her
sophomore year design
class. The piece used a
series of creatively tied
ribbons to form each letter of the alphabet. “The
requirements for the submissions and the requirements for my design class
were almost exactly the
same,” said Moskowitz.
“All I had to do was think
of a title for my typeface
and photoshop the image
together.”
A few days after
submitting her design,
Moskowitz learned that
due to the high number
of quality entries, the
blog would be holding three rounds of
voting to narrow down the top 30 entries
into a top three. “I thought for sure that
somebody else would have a better design,” said Moskowitz. “There were a lot
of professional designers--people who
had graduated from Carnegie Melon in
graphic design.” To Moskowitz’s surprise,
when the first round of voting began, she
found her type face, “All Tied Up,” in the
first group of 10. “I was shocked and so

excited,” she said.
The polls closed after 24 hours and
Moskowitz’s design placed sixth in her
group with just over 500 votes. “It is an
honor just to have been in this group of
thirty and to only be a high school senior,”
said Moskowitz.
While the competition meant a great
deal to Moskowitz, who hopes to be an
Industrial Design major in college, this
was also an achievement for the arts department. “DesignSponge
is a very heavily trafficked
website; it gets tens of thousands of hits a day,” said
Upper School visual arts
Teacher Christine Tillman.
“The fact that work made
by one of our sophomores
can hold its own is kind of
amazing.”
At the same time, Tillman
wishes to caution students
against losing sight of their
personal artistic vision in the
interest of winning competitions. “Right now you’re in
high school; you should be
making work for you,” said
Tillman. “In Lindsey’s case
this was completely fitting, but I wouldn’t
want underclassmen to get the message
of, ‘I’ve got to be entering contests like
Lindsey so I can have that on my resume
to apply to college.”
Nevertheless, Tillman sees value in
Moskowitz’s achievement. “I’m always
interested when my students can get feedback from people who aren’t at Park,” said
Tillman. “She got her name out there; she
got some exposure. For Lindsey, I think
that’s pretty exciting.”

by Julia Gross ‘14

and private, will build six houses a year.
Just a few weeks ago, three Upper Over the past few years, Park has only
School students Rachel Hettlemen ’13, worked with Friends School, but club
Juliet Eisenstein ’11, and Blake Pruitt ’11, members are eager to work with other
were given the Youth Fundraising Award schools. “[It] will be a good learning exfrom the Association of Fundraising Pro- perience,” said Pruitt.
fessionals Maryland Chapter Monday
The program can “transform a comNovember 15. The award is given to two munity with more homeowners which will
lower school students, two middle school improve the whole community,” explained
students, and two upper school students club leader Marla Hollandsworth. Park
across the state of Maryland who raise Habitat is also partnering with the Marian
money for their community. This year, House, an organization for homeless, batall of the high school winners represented tered women and their families. “We hope
Park School Habitat. “We were nominat- that Build-A-Block will help these women
ed by Friends School’s Habitat club,” said achieve independence and improve the
Eisenstein. “We were pretty surprised to entire community,” said Eisenstein.
receive the
Recently,
award.”
Habitat ap“I hope
plied for a
this award
$250,000
will bring
Pepsi Grant
more pubthrough the
licity to
Pepsi Rewhat Park
fresh Project.
Habitat
The grant is
has been
awarded to
achievcommunity
ing,” said
service orphoto by R. Ringler ‘11 ganizations.
Pruitt.
Eisenstein Senior club leaders Blake Pruitt and Juliet Eisenstein Every proja g r e e s , have participated in Habitat since freshman year.
ect is listed
“Hopeon Pepsi’s
fully this might show other members website, and the project that receives the
[of Park’s Habitat club] their capability most support wins the money. The apto achieve these same things. The award plication for Habitat’s grant was initially
ceremony also happened right around the accepted, but later disqualified because a
time we were kicking off our latest proj- video supplement was 27 seconds longer
ect, Build- A-Block, so this helped to get than the allotted three minutes.
the word out about what we are up to.”
Pruitt explained that the club was not
The Build-A-Block program was de- told it had been disqualified until Developed as a way to help the Baltimore cember 1, which was the starting date for
community on a larger scale. Instead of online voting. “It was very disappointbuilding just one house a year, several ing. We put in a lot of work to try to get
schools will work together to renovate everyone to vote,” said Pruitt. Habitat
an entire city block.
plans to re-submit the grant application
The 16 participating schools, public in March.
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English dept. evaluates program
by Alec Ring ‘11
Writing and discussion are core components of English classes at Park, but
without final exams or other standard assessment tools, it’s hard to know for sure
how successful the English department is
at teaching these critical skills.
To assess the department’s overall effectiveness in these areas, English teachers, all of whom participated in a summer Faculty and Curricular Advancement
(FACA) project, decided to undertake a
new evaluation of how well students perform as writers and participants in classroom conversation.
“We asked ourselves: why do we teach
English this way?” said Upper School

English chair Patricia Porcarelli who led
the FACA. “Are kids learning what we
think they are?” she asked.
During the last two weeks in October,
juniors and seniors participated in the first
writing prompt administered by the department. Each student wrote an analytical
essay in a one-hour time limit.
“We value personal and creative essays, and we want to foster those writing
skills. This activity was a way to get a
really clean look at student writing,” said
Porcarelli.
To assess student responses, the department developed a rubric for the
prompt, and then used it to evaluate the
essays. “It’s never formulaic with a Park
School student,” said Porcarelli about the
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Juniors M.Fox, A. Penn, and K. Jones wrote analytical essays during the English department’s first overall evaluation of the effectiveness of its curriculum. Assessment of class discussion will take place this spring.

rubric. “We are not finished reading the
prompts as of now, but it is interesting to
see whether we teachers are in agreement
as to what good writing is.”
The department plans to return the exercise to juniors and seniors in January
and conduct a similar exercise with ninth
and tenth graders later on.
At some point this spring teachers will
also assess class discussions. This would
take the form of a student seminar during
which students would discuss a text without a teacher present as facilitator.
According to Porcarelli, the department saw the recent essay prompt as a
success. “Nobody took the prompt as just
an exercise; there was real investment in
the writing. We could see the thinking on
the page,” she said.
Although teachers were satisfied with
the writing prompt, some students felt
that it was unnecessary and poorly executed. “I don’t think it’s a good way to
measure our writing,” said Seth Gelblum
’11. “People did not take it completely
seriously. I don’t think doing a prompt is
the way to evaluate writing, particularly
at this school.”
“It was a good idea, but it may have
been better if it were not anonymous,”
said Casey Goldman ’11. “That way
the department could not compare it to
previous works. I also would have liked
more discussion about the purpose of the
prompt,” he said.
Despite student criticism, “[the English
Department] felt affirmed in that students
were writing for more than themselves,”
and it hopes to use the results from the essays to make the curriculum constructive
and meaningful for all students.

Arctic club applies for grant
to expand research projects
by Hannah Sibel ‘13

Recently, the Arctic club applied for a
$650,000 grant from the National Science
Foundation to be distributed over three
years. The club partnered with a professor
at UMBC to complete the application.
The partnership benefits both parties
because university professors are more
likely to receive a grant if they are mentoring or partnered with younger students.
Because the foundation receives applications from all over the country, there is
a 10 percent chance that the club will receive the grant. If the club were to receive
the money it would go towards furthering
its current research on using surface vegetation to predict permafrost Active Layer
Thickness (ALT).
The research is conducted in quadrats
by measuring percent cover of vegetation,
percent cover of standing water and its
depth, and by measuring the depth of the
ALT using a metal probe.

The club hopes to travel to two different northern locations: Newfoundland and
the Hudson Bay. “I really like science so
the appeal of the trip is the research projects, and if we receive the grant we will
be able to expand the two projects we are
currently working on,” said leader Emily
King ’12. Additionally, if the club receives
the grant, some of the money would go
towards funding each participant’s travel
costs.
This past summer Park’s research team
was able to spend half of its time at Nestor
One Wildlife Research Camp in Wapusk
National Park. In previous years club
members stayed at the Churchill Northern Studies Center, a non-profit research
facility that is open to both scientists and
adults interested in touring the center.
Nestor One can only be reached by
helicopter, is open only to scientists, and
houses 30 people a year. “It is as untouched by humans as possible and you
really get a sense of that when you get
there,” said science teacher and club adviser Julie Rogers. The grant would help

the club continue its research at Nestor
One.
If the club receives the grant, the
student selection process would change.
“I’ve created an Arctic Research Advisory
Board made up of adults in the community who will review student essays and
interview applicants,” said Rogers. “There
needs to be a way of determining who is
really serious about going [on this trip.]”
As of now, 16 students have expressed
interest in traveling to the Arctic this summer from August 9 to 22. The Club will
hear from the National Science Foundation in mid-March about whether or not
they received the grant.
Arctic Club members will present
research completed this past summer to
the Churchill Northern Studies Centre
and Parks Canada Science Symposium
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, January 19 to
the 21. Club members are also currently
working on two papers that they plan to
publish, one about their research and results, and the other about students’ work
in the field.
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The

Numbers

20

Students were late on November,
19, the day after the Harry Potter premier. Excuses for tardiness
included “Fighting the Dark Lord,”
and “Burying Dobby.”

2,025

Metric tons of carbon dioxide
emitted in the 2009-2010 school
year.

190

Cookies devoured in three days
from Mr. McGill’s cookie jar.

49,667
Books in the Library.

526
Votes for Lindsay Moskowitz ‘11
in an online Type Face contest.
Moskowitz earned sixth place out
of 10.
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Boyle and Franco triumph in 127 hours
by Ben Sottak ‘11
Director, Danny Boyle has
never limited himself to one
genre. His films have ranged
from horror (28 Days Later)
to family (Millions) to fantasy
(Slumdog Millionaire).
His frantic visual style lends
itself to fast paced stories on a
large scale, so it came as a surprise when he announced that
his next project would be the
true story of climber Aron Ralston. Back in 2003, Ralston made
headlines when a climbing accident left him trapped inside
a canyon for five days. Boyle’s
challenge: turn this small-scale
story into a feature length film.
And boy, does he succeed.
127 Hours opens with Aron
Ralston (James Franco) biking
across Blue John Canyon, Utah.
Split screens, time lapses, and a
pulsating score by A.R. Rahman
lets us know this is a Danny Boyle
film right from the opening credits. Aron speeds over dirt roads
and canyons. When his bike hits
a rock and he’s sent flying over
his handlebars he laughs, whipping out his camera for a quick

snapshot.
Aron’s one of those guys who
never stops moving. He ignores
calls from his family members,
leaves essential camping equipment behind, and bounds over
canyons and rocks, never looking back. He sets out on a solitary
climb, only to have a loose boulder pin his arm inside a narrow
canyon. With a limited supply of
water, Aron finds himself trapped
not only in the canyon, but inside
his own head.
In a pitch-perfect performance, Franco truly carries the
film from start to finish. His
Ralston is funny, energetic and
completely likeable. After the
boulder falls and Ralston begins
to accept the reality of his situation, Franco gets to show his
dramatic range. His descent into
delirium brings about a slew of
memories and hallucinations;
his childhood, the girl that got
away (Clemence Poesey), and
the life he might have had. His
self-hosted talk show is hilarious and heartbreaking. Watch out
for Franco at this year’s award
season. He’s simply too good to
be ignored.

127 Hours could have gotten
by as a character piece and nothing more. But Boyle uses Ralston’s story to make a statement
about the short time we have and
the importance of the connections we make. We always think
there’s more time, more time to
be with our loved ones, more
time to tell them how important
they are to us. Aron’s situation
forces him to question these values. His realization gives him the
strength to survive, even when
it means doing the unimaginable. What should have ended in
tragedy becomes a tribute to the
power of the human spirit.
Above all else, 127 Hours is
a testament to Boyle’s storytelling ability. The film jumps seamlessly from comedy to edge of
your seat thriller. There is never
a dull moment during the film’s
hour and 33 minute running time.
Franco and Boyle have earned
my vote for actor-director team
of the year. These two have created an emotionally buoyant,
pulse pounding depiction of
what should have been the last
127 hours of Aron Ralston’s life.
It will pin you to your seat.

photo courtesy comingsoon.net

Harry Potter enchants viewers
by David Agronin ‘13
The Dark Lord returns more
powerful than ever in the newest
Harry Potter film Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows Part 1.
The latest of the bestselling Harry
Potter books to hit the screen, it’s
the first chunk of the series’ long
awaited finale, and it doesn’t fall
short of its expectations.
Starring Emma Watson as
Hermione, Daniel Radcliffe as
Harry and Ruport Grint as Ron,
the plot centers on the three heroes skipping their seventh year
at Hogwarts to attempt to destroy
Voldemort’s (the epitome of wizarding evil) Horcruxes (magical
devices that store a piece of a
person’s soul).
Similar to other late Potter
films, a dark shadow is cast over
the events that take place in the
film. With the Ministry of Magic
taken over by Voldemort and his
Death Eaters, there isn’t much
fun to be had for Harry and his
friends.
Yet, there are some happy
moments. In spite of the sinister
events taking place, the film still
has its lighter notes. Luna Lovegood (Evanna Lynch), a friend of
Harry’s, makes an appearance as
spacey and distant as in previous

Potter flicks. Dolores Umbridge
(Imelda Staunton,) a one-time
teacher at Hogwarts also returns,
joining the ranks of Voldemort’s
followers along with her pink ensemble and kitten-adorned dinnerware. With all that and more
awkward interactions with the
muggle (non-magical) world,
Harry Potter won’t keep you
down for the entire length of the
film.

Aside from the fantasy, magic
and jokes, the new Harry Potter
movie has a very serious side.
The Ministry under Voldemort is
an obvious allusion to Nazi Germany under Hitler, with Ministry
guards wearing red armbands like
Nazi soldiers, and wizards being
interrogated about their ancestry
in the Ministry basement, not unlike the lair of Hitler’s Gestapo
(secret police,) where brutal in-

photo credit choiceopinion.com

Harry (Daniel Radcliffe), Ron (Ruppert Grint), and Hermione
(Emma Watson) continue the quest to destroy the Dark Lord.

terrogations and torture sessions
took place.
Bands of “snatchers” also
roam the English countryside,
searching tirelessly for wizards
and witches of questionable ancestry. This is not a far cry from
Jew hunters, paid by the Nazis
to hunt down hidden Jews in occupied territories.
That, and Voldemort’s complete control of the media and
the Daily Prophet, the film portrays a world that isn’t fiction,
but a memory for those affected
by World War II. Harry Potter
serves as a reminder of Europe’s
troubled past.
As good as the film was, I was
disappointed that some details

posters courtesy archilario.com

were left out. Although the movie held most plot elements of the
book, the details are what really
make the series. Director David
Yates doesn’t have a record of
being very inclusive of events
and characters in the books.
Many of the events in the past
two films, especially The HalfBlood Prince, had been cut or
streamlined. That, along with the
separation of the seventh book
into two parts are what bug me
about Harry Potter.
Though it is certainly a brilliant business plan and helpful
for those with small bladders, I
wouldn’t have a problem with
a six hour Harry Potter extravaganza. In spite of its short
comings, Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows Part 1 will
certainly leave you yearning for
part two.
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Girls who smoke cigarettes
Ground Up: a new wave of Hip Hop

by Ellie Kahn ‘12

“Philly, I got you,” claims Malcolm
McDowell ’08 (Malakai) in his song
“Too Easy (Higher Ground.)” He, along
with his fellow MC Alex Azar, and producer Bijan Houshiarnejad (Bij Lincs),
who altogether comprise the trio Ground
Up, have entered the Philadelphia hiphop scene with what they call “unsigned
hype,” but have not yet conquered. Do
they deserve to? Absolutely. Knowingly
or not, they are changing hip-hop. “[And
we] can’t seem to go fast enough,” said
Azar and McDowell.
They have produced five mix tapes
in two years, all of which contain a high
level of creativity and energy. These guys
are doing it right. They make sure to get
work done everyday, despite the distractions of urban life. “I’d say that everyone’s willingness to sacrifice everything
for our common dream makes us so productive,” said McDowell.
Ground Up hit the studio in 2008
and released its first album, “Grand
Opening.”The album cover is a picture
of Azar and McDowell walking down a
city block with a banner above them, feet
in motion, eyes ahead. This is extremely
fitting since they haven’t looked back.
A sophomore LP entitled Best Friends
Vol. 2, (a follow-up to Azar’s first solo
mixtape, Best Friends Vol.1.) quickly followed and was released in the spring of
2009. Ground Up received overwhelmingly positive reactions, hits, and continuous praise on Facebook, MySpace, and
YouTube. Their audience multiplied.
The trio continued to work and soon
produced Canned Goods along with the
E.P., Leftovers. They scheduled shows in
Pittsburgh, at West Virginia University,
Rutgers University, and Westchester, owning frat house and block parties.
“The crazy thing is, we didn’t even realize we were making music so quickly

until our fifth mix tape,” said McDowell.
“But ultimately we all have one common
goal. And that is to completely support
ourselves with our music. We want this
to be our everything.”
Hip-Hop has recently crashed. No one
can seem to introduce any new sound to
the genre without going all “T-Pain” or
“Radiohead” on everyone. Ground Up entered the Philadelphia music scene with
this in mind, and worked hard to capture
the attention of non-hip-hop listeners and
people who just like good music. “Every
song is like another adventure,” said McDowell. “Some songs start with a beat,
others start with a topic, or maybe just
a single line that we like. From there we
just kinda of go with it. Finishing a song
could take anywhere from two hours to
two months, but it is the fun in during the
process that really matters.”
Higher Ground, released this summer,
was a huge hit among Ground Up fans and
the Park community. “They are bringing a
new sound into hip-hop that I think is only
going to get more and more popular,” said
Jordan Williams ’12. With the influence
of Tracy Chapman (Turn Around), Gyft
(They Don’t Know), and 1930’s jazz riffs,
the trio raps smoothly, with current, fiery
lyrics. “We deliver like postage—words
to your doorstep,” says Azar in the track,
“Pipe Dreams.” Songs on Higher Ground
all have a unique sound, making the album
a road trip favorite. One never knows what
to expect when a track ends.
Ground Up has established a sound.
Azar and McDowell take turns rapping.
One can easily picture them in the studio,
tossing the microphone back and forth,
with a little black pad in hand.
Their lyrics are refreshing. No exploitation of women. No expressions of
graphic violence. No mention of gangs
or urban suppression. These themes all
so common in the work of famous hiphop artists like, Jay-Z, Notorious B.I.G.,

Tupac Shakur, and Eminem, but Ground
Up writes conversationally and relevantly.
“We love to talk about our relationships
with women. I just noticed that,” said
McDowell. “We love to comment on the
things we see around us. We like to speak
our minds.”
Recently, excitement over Ground Up’s
new album is buzzing all over Facebook.
Released November 16, Girls Who Smoke
Cigarettes has hit the Internet for “free.99”
a download. To say that “Pretty in Pink,”
“Fast Enough,” and “Got Damn,” are
impressive is an understatement. My favorite,” Got Damn,” starts off with a Ma
Rainey-esque intro and progresses into a
song almost reminiscent of Beck’s “Que

Onda Guero.” Girls Who Smoke Cigarettes is by far the highest quality production we have ever had,” said McDowell.
The music itself is more of a soundtrack
to our lives. We really found ourselves
on this project. Every line, every feeling
is exactly how we feel.”
If you have not yet taken the time to
download (for free) any Ground Up albums, these guys deserve a bit of your
time. “This is Ground Up yelling from
your rooftop,” cries Azar (“Late Night
Special”). These guys mean business.
And they mean fun. They have the right
amount of passion for the music industry
and I have no doubt that this will win them
a spot on top in the hip-hop world.

Cappie journalist reviews Into the Woods
by Sophie Hess, Hereford High
Into the Woods is a tricky show. The
songs are difficult, the plot is disheveled,
and the characters idiosyncratic. That
said, a well done rendition takes all of
these unlikely elements and gathers them
into a thick, delectable stew, equal parts
hilarious and compelling. In its recent
production of Into the Woods, The Park
School of Baltimore did just that.
The show weaves several fairy tales
into one complex, eccentric story. The
plot is carried by the Baker and his Wife
(Joey Fink ‘11 and Leah Shapiro ‘12, respectively), a young couple desperate for a
child. Fink was a fantastic individual performer, but it was really his ease of interaction with the other characters that made

him fun to watch. Meanwhile, Shapiro
soared as the Baker’s Wife. Her acting
was realistic and clever and she carried off
Sondheim’s dizzying lyrics
yrics with
a lovely, well-enunciated
ed vocal performance.
The extensive suppporting cast was also
notable. Hannah
Briggs’ ‘11 portrayal
of the Witch was well
caricatured and composed, and her comedic chops really camee
through in bits like the
he
“Vegetable List” in her
introductory number. Julia
Boscov-Ellen ‘11 excelled as Jack
(of Jack and the Beanstalk fame), inject-

ing the character with quirky ingenuity.
Ashley Suan ‘12 was terrific as the feisty
Little Red Riding Hood – her acting
was sharp and attention grabbing. Also especially strong
was Cody Tracey ‘11 as
Cinderella’s Prince. A
true comic, his duets
with both the Baker’s
Wife and Rapunzel’s
Prince were among
the best numbers in
the play.
The cast handled
the music of Into the
Woods with expertise.
Anna Rose Schenerman ‘12
owned the melodies of the ethereal Rapunzel and Hilde Wulf ‘13 created

a graceful Cinderella. Also worth mentioning was Drew Tildon ‘11 as the Narrator. In final song of Act I, “Ever After,”
she charmed the entire audience with her
elegant voice.
In addition, special recognition must
be given to The Park School’s tech team.
Midway through the play, the school experienced a power outage. The crew remained calm and poised throughout the
outage and acted with speed in restoring
the light board once power was restored.
Although the microphones were generally
somewhat muted, the sound trouble did
not distract actors in their deliveries.
The Park School’s production was a
pleasure to watch, and it introduced us
to an exciting and capable theater company.
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The SEX
Column
The Sex column is a space designed
for students to talk openly about issues
related to sexual orientation, gender, and
romance.

by Juliet Eisenstein ‘11
What do Peter Treadway ’08, Jeremy
Johnston ’10, Jamie DeMarco ’11, Cody
Tracey ’11, and Brandon Steiner ’11 all
have in common? Yes, they are all boys.
Yes, they all attend or graduated from
Park. But, most importantly, they have
all put on controversial assemblies one
fateful Monday or Wednesday morning.
From repeating the word chicken innumerable times to discussing the amazing wonder of Kirlian photography, these
students and alumni, among others, have
each caused a stir in the Park community.
They voluntarily chose to put themselves
out there in front of our 300 plus studentbody, as well as our 50 plus faculty. And
they were all guys. Hmm.
This lack of gender diversity seems less
than coincidental. In fact, I cannot recall
any assembly put on solely by a female
that has caused any sort of huge reaction
or controversy in the high school. So,
why don’t girls put themselves out there
in these 45 and 75-minute blocks?
According to Music Chair and Assembly Coordinator Adele Dinerstein, the two
genders have different feelings of security. “It’s not that girls never want to take
chances,” she said, “but, it’s important for
them to appear secure in front of a large
group.”
In essence, girls, generally speaking,
are more self-conscious and afraid of being judged in front of a large group; the
consequences of doing an ambitious assembly do not seem worth the effort.
Guys, on the other hand, may feel more
secure and comfortable taking such risks.
“Guys in general are more likely to show
off and make a public statement,” said
Katie Posner ’12. Conceivably, they do
not put as much thought into their audience’s reaction to the material as they do
to the material itself.
Jamie Demarco ’11, who recently
gave an assembly on Kirlian photography, agrees with Posner. “Boys are sort
of trained all their lives to say whatever
they think,” he said. On the other hand,
he does admit to putting a lot of thought
into his audience’s reaction before he ever
gave the presentation. “That [anticipated]
reaction is why I wanted to do the assembly,” he said. “I didn’t want to live in a
bubble.”
So, what would happen if two girls had
sung “Sex in the Kitchen” instead of senior boys? What if it had been “Women
in Tights” instead of “Men in Tights” at
last year’s talent show? Until a Park female steps up to this task, we will never
know.

The phenomenon of
our generation

by Leah Shapiro ‘12
During the first 24 hours that the seventh
Harry Potter book was available in the United
States, over 96 copies were sold per second.
J.K Rowling is the first person to become
a billionaire through writing; she made the
Harry Potter series a worldwide phenomenon.
Our generation has been given the gift
of growing up with the Harry Potter series.
We excitedly anticipated the books the night
before they were released, and anxiously
awaited the premiere of each movie. Not
surprisingly, many avid fans of the series can
be found in our school’s hallways.
All high school students are within five
years, in terms of age, of the Harry Potter
characters. This small age gap has caused
students to strongly connect not only with the
series itself, but also with its characters.
“They [the novels] introduced me to a
cast of characters I genuinely care about,”
said Josh Schwartz ’14. “They made me cry,
laugh, and love right along with them.”
Sophomore Sean Simon remembers seeing the second movie in theatres and being
petrified at one of the scary scenes. “[But] so
were the kids on screen. They aged, I aged.
They were changing in the books as much
as I was in real life,” he said.
The Harry Potter series creates a magical
world in which every reader cannot help but
become absorbed. “They [the books] introduce you to a new world, but that world also
manages to be part of our world,” Schwartz
said. “I was always a lover of fantasy, but
Harry Potter didn’t seem impossible.”
This connection has made the Harry Potter
experience all the more thrilling, but makes
the ending of the series all the more difficult
for Harry Potter lovers. Senior Brook Moscow grew extremely attached to the series as
she grew older. “I could always relate to a
lot of the kid stuff they were going through,”
said Moscow. “And then the series ended just

as I was becoming somewhat of an “adult,”
and like Harry, I had to let go of my childhood.”
With every Harry Potter lover comes a
great story to tell. The books would not be as
significant to each reader without the memories each reader associates with them. “When
I was little, I had this dream that I got a part
in the Harry Potter movie,” Simon recalled.
“I woke up, convinced that it was real, and
told my parents. They told me it was just a
dream, and I remember crying. All because
I wasn’t in the Harry Potter movie,” he said.
“I also went to a Harry Potter camp… I won
the trivia contest.”
Simon is not the only fan that wishes to
be part of the Harry Potter cast. Verchomin
used to make wands and potions with her
next door neighbors. “One time [my neighbor’s mom] got some dry ice and put it into
a cup with orange soda and told us it was a
potion” she said.
The Harry Potter series, however, teaches readers about much more than a world

of magic. “Harry Potter teaches love, hate,
vulnerability, strength, and, above all, love,”
said Schwartz. “Harry Potter taught me that
anyone, even wizards, can die. That even
if someone you love does die, they live on
with your love. That, sometimes, we can find
strength in our weaknesses and hope in the
darkest times.” Perhaps this is the most beautiful aspect of the novels. The series finds a
balance between make-believe and reality
and manages to teach readers real life lessons
in an imaginary world.
Without a doubt, Harry Potter has become
a worldwide experience. With the series
translated into 67 different languages, it is
something children and parents alike share
across the globe.
Despite the imminent end to the Harry Potter movies, the era of Harry Potter certainly
will not close here. While today’s generation
may have grown up with the series, readers
have already passed it on to their younger sibling, cousin, or friend. J.K Rowling may have
finished writing the novels, but the Harry Potter books will be read, loved, and obsessed
over for generations to come.

photo courtesy L. Sibel

The Harry Potter generation is characterized by kids of all ages dressing up and
attending midnight movie premieres and book releases for each new installment.

Word on the Street: Wh

“I resolve to limit Facebook
time to two hours on school
nights.”
Jasmine R. ‘11

“I resolve to be on time for the bus
“To never turn down an oppor- so it doesn’t have to wait for me.”
tunity and to be myself.”
Robin V.-H. ‘12

Reed C. ‘14

ures

f

Here’s what you missed on
by Emma Gross ‘11
It doesn’t take millions of Hollywood
dollars, hours of intensive choreography,
matching outfits, and a teenage pregnancy
to have a Glee Club. Beginning when Park
was located on Liberty Heights Avenue,
students formed their own Glee Club.
The Glee Club was a choir offered to
students in the Upper School, which, at
the time, was the seventh through twelfth
grades. In 1955, music and Latin teacher
Jack Ramey headed the group.
“When Ramey became my adviser in
the Upper School, he told me, ‘You will be
in the Glee Club,” said physical education
and Middle School social studies teacher
Lucky Mallonee ’62. “I joined and hid out
in the bass section all junior year, until I
was moved front and center to the tenor
section. Some of my fondest memories are
from the Glee Club. I had a blast.”
When the school moved to Brooklandville in 1959, the chorus met in what is
currently the college counseling office,
where there were two upright pianos, the
only instruments the school owned. A new,
and the current, Upper School music room
was built in 1968.
Two to three times a week, during last
period, around 30 students would gather and sing along as Ramey played the
piano. “The first choral piece I learned
was Vivaldi’s “Gloria,” said Stephanie
Jed ’71. “We also sang the choral parts
of Beethoven’s Ninth (Ode to Joy) with
the Baltimore Symphony and Beethoven’s
Choral Fantasy with the other independent
schools. That was pretty fabulous because
there was a full orchestra of student players.”
Those familiar with the ABC television show Glee, know the students’ performances are fairly theatrical. Though
Park’s Glee Club concerts were not presented in such a way, one of the group’s
largest commitments was serving as the
choir for the school’s annual theatre pro-

duction: Night of Opera.
Night of Opera is best explained as the
fall musical on steroids and then injected
with a high dose of progressivism. It was
the big show of the year and involved the
entire Upper School. The performance was
an original musical, composed by Ramey
and performed Thanksgiving weekend.
“The operas were eclectic multi-media
creations that show cased the talents of
the brightest students among each year’s
student body, whether these included a
brilliant alto or baritone, a prodigious
ballerina, or a corps de ballet of gangling
jocks, ” said Suzy Blaustein ’70.
“We loved the show and we loved
Jack,” said Binnie Ravitch ’62. “Jack
came up with the story and theme, and
wrote the script and the score himself.
There was no music department, it was
just Jack,” she said.
“Jack would usually come up with the
idea in the late summer before school started,” said Jed. “He would hope to produce
a score by late September, but his creative
process was not regulated. Sometimes he
got stuck and would be writing lines and
adjusting the music up until the day of the
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performance. We were learning our parts
as they came off the press,” she said.
“In 1969, the opera Jack wrote was
entitled The Iliad Revisited. There were
amazing scenes with the girls’ hockey
team and the boys’ soccer team dressed
as the Amazons and the Greeks,” she said.
“At the time, it was at the height of protests against the Vietnam war. The show
was about politics and history, and certain
parents were upset. But, it was the best
education of my life,” Jed said.
At the time there was no auditorium,
so a make shift platform was constructed
to serve as the stage in the old Blaustein
Gym. The Opera was preformed in the
middle of basketball season and so, “We
had to construct the sets, perform Thanksgiving weekend, and turn the space back
into a basketball gym by the following
Monday. Fun and frantic times,” Ramey
said.
“Senior year I had a large part in the
show and I came to rehearsal after basketball practice,” said Mallonee. “My
voice was hoarse and Ramey told me not
to speak in practice until the Opera was
over.”

The Glee Club rehearsed in a classroom with two upright pianos until 1968
when the Upper School music room was built.

Sets were designed by art teacher Less
Harris and built by the students. “The sets
would reach the top of the gym ceiling,
transforming the space gym into an opera
theatre,” said Jed.
“The week of the opera there was no
homework,” said Jed. “We stayed really
late, but we loved each other; it was so
much fun being together.”
Ramey accompanied singers on the
piano, and a few other student instrumentalists assisted.
“Night of Opera was not about perfection,” said Jed. “It didn’t matter if
we made mistakes, we just kept going to
make music. Putting on these shows was
an absolutely incredible experience. I am
so grateful,” she said.
Glee Club has since evolved into Parksingers, and Night of Opera into the Fall
Musical. The music department has since
acquired many more pianos, drum sets,
guitars, and other instruments. The Meyerhoff theater opened in 1974, allowing a
proper space for performances.

photos courtesy Brownie 1974 and 1972

at’s your New Year’s resolution?

“To be 73 percent cooler.”
Hilde W. ‘13

“New year’s resolutions are
for old people who want to
lose weight. Ask me when I’m
40.”
Eda A. ‘13

“A new year’s resolution is
worth resolving anytime.”

“Get more animals. Like hamsters and stuff.”

Elliott Huntsman, Science

Sophie S. ‘14
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From avatars and Veracross to Mexico and Habitat: A look at 2010
As the year comes to a close, let
us recap 2010. After recharging our
batteries over the 2009 winter break,
a two-week period filled with holiday
cheer, avatars, and sleeping until it
was time to go to sleep again, students
returned in January ready to begin the
2010 school year.
In an unexpected twist of natural
forces, Park was forced to convert into
a home schooling network (PHEN)
during January and February. From
Immersion Week to the Snowpocalypse, the ratio of days with academic
classes to those days spent baking pie,
ballroom dancing and exploiting as
many Formsprings as possible while
locked in one’s house, reached an all
time low.
By March we were back, just in time
for spring break. A dozen students and
two teachers voyaged across the border to brave the cartels in Mexico. The
trip offered students the unique opportunity to learn Spanish in classrooms
with teachers. It proved a successful
10 days, with a solid 93% retention
rate (with only one out of the 14 left
behind.)
April was marked by the seniors’
departure. The class of 2010 celebrated its freedom from academic responsibilities and work by dressing as
workers. Construction workers. And
things got wild.
In May, two of our varsity sports
teams triumphed as conference champions. This was Baseball’s first championship win in over 10 years, making
the victory all the more spectacular.

Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse defeated
Friends with ease, as though they had
done it before. Oh wait, they had.
By early June, school was out and
the student body went separate ways
for summer vacation. There were
rumors of North Korean submarine
luaus, Persian disco cheese tastings,
and John Dewey propaganda meetings at Evergreen. Though none of
these feats can be confirmed, there is
no doubt that Park students’ summers
were eventful.
In August, Habitat achieved greatness. Twelve houses built in10 years.
And then 10,000 lime green bracelets
distributed in one week. And then
10,000 lime green bracelets recalled in
five minutes. Whoops. But that came
later on in December.
In September the school was initiated into an integrated school management system called Veracross.
The program is a first cousin of the
acclaimed dream-infiltrating device
known as Inception. Said the workers
of Inception, “We create the world of
a dream. We bring a subject into that
dream and they fill it with their secrets.” Said the makers of Veracross,
“We create the world of a management system. We bring a school into
that system and they fill it with their
secrets.” Like Inception, Veracross
has many layers. It can be confusing,
scary, and creepy. One of the largest
side affects is an increase in stalking
tendancies.
Through October and November,
Upper school students and teachers
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were subjected to an emotional roller
coaster of assembly presentations.
From “Sex in the Kitchen,” to “High
heels and saving the world and something about Haiti?,” audience members were shocked, upset, amused, and
asleep.
Late November, two-thirds of the
division heads decided to call it quits.
Community members reacted with
sadness, appreciation for the principals, and occasional bits of jealousy.

Said one student, “Mr. McGill gets to
live in Seattle? I’m so freakin’ jealous!”
And here we are again, back in December preparing for winter break.
To the Park community we raise our
aseptic cylinders of Horizon chocolate
milk purchased from The School Store
and wish you a very happy holidays
and a new year filled with moments
that will bring you meaning and make
you smile.

photo by R. Ringler ‘11

Letter to the editors
Parents appreciate end-of-season traditions
Sunday evening November 21 began
with a pot luck dinner for the “boys,” Park
School Bruins’ Varsity Soccer team.
The dinner is always a very enjoyable
celebration of the extended Park School
family. It is amazing how close parents
can become spending just a couple of
hours each week together on the sidelines
celebrating our children’s exploits on the
field. But, it is what comes later in the
evening that is truly worth special mention. This is due to a tradition instituted
by Mr. Mal, the head coach. Mr. Mal has
been at Park for more than thirty years as
a history teacher and both a lacrosse and
soccer coach, not counting his years first
as a student (class of 1962). Mr. Mal may
be best known for his role as the head
lacrosse coach, given his history as an All
American at Johns Hopkins and having
been recently inducted into the National
Lacrosse Hall of Fame. However, Mr.
Mal has been a mainstay on the soccer
field as well.
After dinner, Mr. Mal begins the
“coaches’ hour” by verbally walking the
audience through a recap of the entire
season. Every game’s tale incorporates
references to specific team members and
their unique contributions. Mr. Mal ends
by giving three traditional awards: “Most
Valuable Player(s),” “Most Improved,”
and “Unsung Hero.” He does this without
diminishing the preeminence of the team
as a unit. Throughout his speech, Mr. Mal

weaves in references to teams and players
from past Park history, further emphasizing this Park School fraternal tradition.
In addition to the more formal awards
given out by Mr. Mal, Roger [Seidenman
‘84] gives out the the “M&M” awards.
Here is where we get to the literature aspect of the evening. Roger gives each of
the seniors a unique award generally tied
to a famous recitation from literary greats
such as Twain, Shakespeare, and Rousseau
(tied to a bag of M&M’s). It is a tribute
to Park that the entire group of student/
athletes is truly absorbed throughout his
humorous yet intellectual dissertation.
The seniors gave gifts to each of the
coaches to commemorate their appreciation for everything that they have each
been taught and how they have been supported throughout the season. One of Mr.
Mal’s gifts was a couple of joke books.
There is hope that his joke telling tradition
will continue with the influx of new life
from one of these volumes…
As parents of a senior, this was our last
soccer award dinner. We look forward
to the arrival of Spring and the parallel
lacrosse experience with Lucky. We wish
everyone involved in Park School Soccer
the very best as the tradition continues and
evolves. Hopefully, we will still see you
on the sidelines...
--Paul H. Freedman and
Kerry L. Meren
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Head to Head

Junior Jack Califano and
Sophomore David Agronin
discuss our
culture of criticism
by Jack Califano ‘12
If I were to tell you I had a problem
with assemblies at Park, you’d probably
expect me to open fire on the host of poor
speakers who have come to waste our time
with sleep-inducing presentations on boring and cliché topics. In fact, I have a feeling that most of you would join me in
criticizing these speakers, and broadening
the conversation by introducing your own
list of “worst assemblies ever” into the
mix. This is a mistake.
While many of us dole out this kind of
criticism every day, I believe the manner
in which judge speakers has a negative
effect on our community. We must reconsider our behavior.
We go to a school that thrives on sharing ideas and opinions. While we criticize
assemblies with the intention of making
them better in the future, our words send
messages we may not intend. This was
exemplified by audience members reactions to a recent assembly given by Jamie
DeMarco ‘11.
During this assembly, DeMarco presented his findings on Kirlian photography. While DeMarco gave a captivating
assembly and sent a positive message to
students through his presentation, he did
so though pseudo-science. Once he was
finished speaking, DeMarco opened up
for questions.
After being called on, an audience
member stood up and, after acknowledging that his point might be perceived
as “rude,” began to point out the factual
flaws in Jamie’s assembly.
Now, it is important that speakers
check their facts before leading an assembly; Jamie was wrong for not doing
so. Nevertheless, two wrongs do not make
a right.
While critics had good intentions, as
it is important for the student body to
understand that Kirlian photography is
pseudoscience, Jamie’s assembly wasn’t
the time or place to call him out.
Rather than waiting for the next assembly and making a brief announcement
politely acknowledging that while Jamie’s
intentions were good, his facts weren’t;
audience members chose to use Jamie’s
Q and A session to harangue him over his
misinformation. If I were in a class and
the teacher stopped to ask the class if it
had any questions, it wouldn’t be right of
me to tell him how much his or her curriculum sucked.
Additionally, the challengers set a poor

precedent with regards to the treatment of
speakers, a precedent which has freshmen
like Sherry Levine worried. “Seeing the
audience’s reaction made me more hesitant about giving a presentation,” said
Levine. Katelyn Greller ’13 agreed. “It
made me feel like if I were to go up there
that I run the risk of a teacher tearing me
a new one,” Greller said.
Reactions like these are precisely the
problem with harsh and public criticism.
When we attack speakers at assembly,
pointing out speech tics and noting their
nervous habits, and complaining about
how boring they are, we ignore the positive aspects of their presentations. We
send a message that trying to bring new
ideas and perspectives into our community should warrant criticism of both what
you say and who you are.
This message is terrifying for many
potential speakers; furthermore, it inhibits the flow of ideas into our community.
So next time you walk out of assembly,
remember: while criticism has its place at
Park, compliments go a long way, too.

by David Agronin ‘13
Park has a culture of openness. We
have course evaluations each quarter, we
try to write honest reviews of school productions, and we discuss everything. Why
should our assemblies be any different?
Criticism sparks improvement, and it’s
a vital part of intellectual growth at the
school.
To lead an assembly takes a great deal
of courage from the speaker, but that
does not mean a presentation should not
be questioned or criticized (constructive
criticism of course). Park students have a
tendency to ask good, hard questions. This
holds the speaker accountable; it’s his or
her responsibility to make sure they know
enough about the topic to defend it.
According to Upper School science
teacher Sean Lally, one of the people
who criticized the validity of a recent assembly on Kirlian photography by Jamie
DeMarco ’11, it isn’t disrespectful to criticize. “If a person opens [a presentation]
up to questions” Lally said, “they need to
expect that they may get questions from

cartoon by RJ Gitter ‘12

Sure it’s pseudoscience, but isn’t it fun?

someone who knows more on the subject
than them.” He continued, “it’s easier to
disagree on something when there are
facts and evidence.”
That brings the spotlight to the field
of science. Speakers need to pay special
attention to facts in their presentations.
“Disagreeing on opinions is fruitless,”
said Lally, but in a scientific presentation, a speaker can be flat-out wrong.
Speakers should not use inaccurate data,
for they risk being corrected by, as Lally
said, “someone who knows more on the
subject than they do.”
“If you get up in a public forum, what
are people supposed to do? Sit there
and say, ‘Oh yeah, that’s wonderful?”
said John Roemer, Upper School history teacher, discussing the appropriate
response to a factually incorrect assertion
by a speaker.
Criticism is part of the culture here at
Park. We critique others’ work in our English, history, and art classes, and we evaluate our own work in almost every class, no
matter the subject. Park simply wouldn’t
be the same without its critical tone.
DeMarco, too, believes that criticism
is a good thing, though only criticism of
a certain kind. “I’m fine with Sean saying what he said,” DeMarco said. “I think
it’s the kind of conversation that should
happen.”
This does not mean that an audience
member can be obnoxious or insulting.
According to DeMarco, we tend to develop a sting to our criticism, and sometimes “Park has the potential to be overly
critical.” He noted that we often criticize
the character of outside speakers when
they don’t present well.
Criticism in this form doesn’t help
anyone. Helpful criticism is constructive; it isn’t about asking questions that
are designed to embarrass or demean the
speaker, and we certainly shouldn’t harangue visitors or fellow classmates. An
assembly is hard to do, and an audience
can be intimidating.
As someone who was on-stage for Into
the Woods, I know that being on-stage is
hard, and that criticism can hurt. In spite
of this, I think criticism is still important
for the growth and improvement, especially for the person being criticized.
Without it, we would risk an environment where we are blind to the quality of
our work in favor of extreme politeness. In
a place like that, assemblies would surely
be even more boring.

10

The Postscript Commentary December 15, 2010

Blake’s favorite things à la Oprah Winfrey
by Blake Pruitt ‘11
We all have our lists of favorite things,
but no one’s matches the cultural importance and recognition of Oprah Winfrey’s.
For those uninitiated to Oprah’s yearly
ritual of selecting her favorite products,
the goddess of daytime television has
made a religious ceremony of presenting
the best products of the year, from food
to books. The lucky few that are selected
are catapulted to fame and must toil to
keep up with the subsequent increase in
production demands.
This being Ms. Winfrey’s last season
of 25 on the air as producer and host of
The Oprah Winfrey Show, her list takes on
a whole new significance. 2010 gave us
Oprah’s biggest Favorite Things extravaganza ever, meriting the title of Ultimate
Favorite Things and filling two episodes
of the highest rated talk show in American television history. Now you may be
expecting me to go on about how consumerism has taken over our society and
the idea of even having favorite “things”
shows just how little progress we’ve made
as citizens of a global community, and I
very well could.
But that wouldn’t be much fun, now
would it?
I like lists. I think there’s a part of all
of us that likes lists, or at the very least
wants to be the type of person who likes
lists. Lists make glaringly clear what is
important to each of us, what our hopes
are, what we’ve accomplished, how we
rank our obligations and possessions; essentially, a to-do list is a microcosm of
one’s life. The more responsibilities there
are on that list, the higher purpose one
has in life.
Now, Oprah’s list isn’t as much a “to-do
list” as a “to-buy list,” unless you happen

to be a member of the live studio audience
on the days that Ultimate Favorite Things
taped. But in all honesty, what’s the difference between a “to-do” and “to-buy”
list for a pop culture-obsessed, 17-year
old, only child who has no sense of limits
or boundaries? At this point, you may or
may not be wondering what I’m getting
at with this article.
So, without further ado, I present to
you: Blake’s Favorite Oprah’s Favorite
Things (And Consequent Explanations).
The Book of Awakening by Mark Nepo
($18.95)
“Water reflects everything it encounters,” Nepo writes in a May 5 essay. “This
is so commonplace that we think water
is blue, when in fact it has no color.…”

What does this say about our minuscule
existence? I think we can all decide that
for ourselves.
Garrett Popcorn Shops Limited-Edition
Favorite Things Tin ($135)
Cheese and caramel. Six-and-a-half
gallons of popcorn. Do you even need
an explanation?
Beecher’s “World’s Best” Mac ‘N’
Cheese ($29)
Now you could spend time cooking
with loved ones, but why bother when
you could have this frozen mac & cheese
delivered right to your door?
Four pairs of Nike “Free Run” Shoes
($85 each)
You’re going to have to burn off the
calories from the popcorn tin and Mac ‘N’
Cheese somehow…
lululemon Relaxed Fit Pants ($98)
For when the running shoes don’t
work.
A Course in Weight Loss: 21 Spiritual
Lessons for Surrendering Your Weight Forever by Marianne Williamson ($24.95)
For when the relaxed-fit drawstring

pants just make you feel bad about yourself.
Classic Sparkles Ugg Australia Boots
($175)
Who doesn’t need sequined boots with
satin binding and sheepskin lining? Available in black, silver, and gold, you might
as well splurge for all three styles. After
all, no price is ever too high for glitter.
Jessica Leigh Diamond Earrings
($1,900) and a McKenna Large Jewelry
Box ($179)
Store your 14kt gold earrings, featuring
1.17 carats of diamonds, in this leatherembossed box. Burglars won’t even think
to touch this low-key treasure.
Cashmere Cable Sweater ($498) and
Cashmere Cable Throw ($595) by Ralph
Lauren
It’s hard to pass up this authentic plush
cashmere. The soft, feminine gold shade
was chosen because it reminds Oprah of
“a golden sandy beach and her cocker
spaniel Sadie.” I don’t know about you,
but I can’t imagine a better evening than
cuddling up with my favorite blanket and
thinking of Sadie.
Lafco House and Home Collection
Candle Set ($55 each)
Oprah cites her favorites, in the collection of 18 different candles with the
“perfect amount of scent and the perfect
amount of wick,” as “Rosemary Eucalyptus, great for a home office, and Chamomile Lavender, perfect for the master bedroom.” And I always thought Rosemary
Eucalyptus was better for the foyer…
What am I trying to say about our levels
of consumerism in 2010? Only that I’m
lucky to not be bringing in my own disposable income yet, because we all know
where it ends up. Do you think Oprah has
set up an automatic direct-deposit, maildelivery system?

Sarah Palin is more than just a punch line
by Jeremy Cohen ‘12
Few Democrats and even fewer Park
students take Sarah Palin seriously. It’s
hard to, after her endless gaffes, stunning
ignorance, and memorable malapropisms.
We tend to dismiss her as both irrelevant
and unpopular. Unfortunately, she is neither. Sarah Palin is a powerful, popular
figure who may well run for president in
2012; we ought to pay more serious attention.
If there’s anything about Palin that
Americans learned in the recent midterm
elections, it’s that her help counts for quite
a bit among Republicans. In Alaska, she
successfully supported Joe Miller, an
unknown conservative attorney, in the
Republican primary against the moderate incumbent Lisa Murkowski. In Delaware, Palin’s support brought Christine
O’Donnell victory over the well-respected, moderate Republican Mike Castle.
As it turned out, both Miller and
O’Donnell lost the general election,
Miller to Murkowski (running as an independent) and O’Donnell to Democrat

Chris Coons, but their primary victories
show the extent of Sarah Palin’s influence
among Republicans.
Her habit of replacing moderate Republicans with extreme conservatives is
perhaps Palin’s most dangerous characteristic. Mike Castle was a moderate who
had no trouble working with Democrats:
Congress needs politicians like him. But
by supporting candidates like O’Donnell
and Miller, Palin further polarizes American politics and the Republican Party by
eliminating the few Republicans willing
to compromise and replacing them with
ideological purists. Even Republicans
who Palin doesn’t directly try to unseat
become less willing to compromise, fearing a primary challenger.
As for Palin’s popularity, 40 percent
of the public thinks of her favorably, according to a Gallup poll taken right after
the midterm elections. Forty percent of
the country may not be enough to win an
election, but it’s still a lot – more than just
“the right-wing fringe.”
More importantly, the same poll found

Mark Cornelison/Lexington Herald-Leader/MCT

that a whopping 80% of Republicans view
her favorably. That puts her in serious
contention for the 2012 Republican presidential nomination.
Even if you doubt the Gallup poll, then
you still need only turn on your T.V. to see
Palin’s popularity firsthand. Her daughter

Bristol lasted far longer on Dancing with
the Stars than the judges had recommended due to massive support from viewers.
And Palin’s own reality show Sarah Palin’s Alaska premiered in November to
5 million viewers, the highest ever for a
TLC launch.
Yet, not all Republicans appreciate
Palin: more than a few believe she isn’t
qualified to be President. Karl Rove
doubts that she has enough “gravitas”
to be president. Barbara Bush “[hopes]
that Sarah Palin stays in Alaska.” But few
Republicans in national office, no matter
their personal views, will take swipes at
Palin as she’s at the height of her popularity among the GOP.
Sarah Palin is a dangerous force to be
reckoned with. Democrats and moderate
Republicans alike must not underestimate
her significance, popularity, or ambitions.
Palin herself illuminated the last of the
three in a November interview with Barbara Walters, who asked: “If you ran for
president, could you beat Barack Obama?”
Palin responded, “I believe so.”
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Basketball coach relies on computer to value players
Program continued from page 2.
some people that I hadn’t put in a lot. We
had the best game of the season. After that
I knew we had to make this happen.”
After deciding to make a computer
program to perform a player’s value
rating in a more efficient manner, Wolf
drafted a FACA (faculty and curricular
advancement) proposal to receive funding so he could hire someone to write the
program.
“In the proposal, I said I would either
get someone in Asia to write it, or ask
Scott,” said Wolf. “Anand [Thakker, math
and programming teacher] recommended
him to me as someone who could take on
the project.”
After receiving FACA approval, Wolf
asked Lessans if he would take on the venture. The two signed a contract, which
stated the amount of money that Lessans

would be paid and cited September 1 as
the tentative date of completion.
“Lobo [Wolf’s nickname] and I talked
about this program at the beginning of the
summer,” said Lessans, “but we didn’t
officially start working on it until around
late August. I have been working on it
ever since.”
Despite planning to finish the program
in the beginning of the school year, it is
still not done. “It’s taken a lot longer than I
thought it would,” said Wolf. “It still isn’t
done and we need to get it right.”
As of now, the program recognizes
each substitution as a new group of players. It doesn’t understand that if players A,
B, C, D, and E are playing, and then E is
swapped with F for a short while, and then
E goes back in, the group currently playing is the same as the group that started.
Lessans still needs to fix this issue to help
Wolf determine the best playing group.

Another major flaw with the program
is that to acquire accurate values for the
entire team, each member must play equal
time with every other player.
“What if you don’t play with the good
players?” asked Wolf. If a member of the
team consistently participates in games
with bad players, then he may have an
artificially low value because that group
of five will undoubtedly let up points. In
order to earn a high value, guys will naturally want to be substituted in with other
good players.
Nevertheless, Lessans is optimistic that
he can work out the bugs and design a
helpful program. “This should definitely
aid Park basketball,” he said. “It allows
the managers and coaches to keep track
and analyze stats with a degree of accuracy that would be unbelievably tedious
if not impossible on paper.”
Although Wolf has informed his team

of the program’s existence, several players
aren’t sure how it works or what it does.
“I have no idea what it is,” said Brandon
Keiser ’11. “I don’t know if it’s playing
a role in who he [Wolf] plays, but if that
were the case, I don’t know how I would
feel about it.”
Others on the team feel that the information given by Wolf about the program
was lacking. “We know there’s a program
that’s been keeping track of how we’re
doing, but we don’t know how it works,”
said Casey Goldman ’11.
Despite the lack of information among
players, the program could help the team
in game situations. As data is gathered,
groups of players who work best together
can be formulated, optimizing the team’s
performance. With Lessans’ continued
work and Wolf’s constant input of data,
the computer program could help create
success for the basketball players.

Girls’ Basketball moves
up to B Conference level
By Daniel Stern ‘12
Usually, only the best of the best move
up to a higher conference in the MIAA or
IAAM. Perennial champions and undefeated squads are the usual suspects for
the change. So, it came as a surprise when,
following the 2010 season, the Girls’ Varsity Basketball team, which hadn’t won
the C Conference Championship in years,
was ordered to move up to the B Conference by the IAAM authorities.
“It was a little weird,” said Senior Rose
Coll. “We had no choice; we were being
forced to move up to the B Conference
because of our success in the past, even
though we hadn’t won the championship,
and even though we were losing three of
our best starters.” Perhaps most perplexing about the move was the fact that the
2010 IAAM C Conference Champions,
the Friends Quakers, remained in the C
Conference, while Park, a team they defeated, was moved up.
Coach Kevin Coll, noted that the movement was entirely imposed. “I made several impassioned speeches about why [the
decision to move us up to B Conference]
was wrong,” he said. “We were graduating, to start, four seniors – and those
seniors allowed us to play a certain way.
I told them that it was wrong that they
were moving us up because of past success, and ignoring where we’d be headed
going forward.” Yet the IAAM didn’t defer to Coach Coll’s words.
To be fair, the Bruins had made their
consecutive title game. They had proven
to be consistently near or at the top of the
regular season standings, and they had a
reputation of C Conference excellence.
All of these factors surely contributed to
the IAAM’s decision.
Regardless of the reasoning, Park now
grapples with tougher competition in a
higher conference of play. Whereas in the

C Conference, the girls faced mediocre
opponents such as Beth Tfiloh and Oldfields, their schedule now includes powerhouses like St. Paul’s and Notre Dame.
“In the B Conference, we’ll be playing against a lot of teams with girls who
play basketball year-round,” R. Coll said.
“That’s definitely not something we’re
used to, so it should be a good challenge.”
To counter the stronger opposition, the
Bruins have dramatically adjusted and
adapted their style of play. “Our style is
very different this year,” noted Hannah
Himmelrich ’12. “We’re focusing less
on forcing constant, aggressive pressure,
and more on calm and deliberate play.”
Though it isn’t a strategy the team has
employed in the past, the slower, more
deliberate, game has worked well in the
team’s preseason scrimmages.
“The goal is really just to be very careful defensively,” Sophomore Zoe Mayers said about the new style. “We want to
avoid mistakes and avoid allowing easy
baskets.”
The Bruins are undefeated thus far, and
slow, possession-based offense has helped
them out-score their opponents. The ability to methodically generate points, paired
with Sophomore Akira Townes’s monstrous rebounding presence, helps to create a team that could perform better than
expected in the B conference.
According to some of the players,
Coach Coll has lowered the anxiety with
regards to the new opponents. “[Coll] has
only stressed the tougher competition a
little bit. It’s much more about just playing
our game and doing what we know we do
well,” Himmelrich said. “We focus a lot
on not being intimidated and just playing basketball, no matter who we’re up
against – no matter how big, or strong, or
terrifying they are.”

photo courtesy Dave Hollander

Akira Townes ‘13 and Clara Hollander ‘14 team up against St. Paul’s School
for Girls.

Player to watch
by Teddy Levine ‘14
Nece Whye
ye ‘14 started playing basketball at the ripe old age of six, and
she’s loved itt ever since. She stood
out throughout
out the preseason
and, along with fellow freshmen Sara Lessans
essans and Clara
Hollander, was a clear choice
for the Girls’’ Varsity Basketball team. So
o far, Whye has
received a fair
air amount of
playing time in the point
guard and shooting
hooting guard
positions.
The adjustment
stment from
Middle School
hool to
Varsity basketball
tball
was a challenge,

but all tthree freshmen made the transition seamlessly. “It’s been a great
tio
experience so far; we’ve been
playing great basketball, and
freshman hazing hasn’t been an
issue
at all,” Whye said.
i
“It was an easy transition,”
seconded Hollander. “Practices
go smoothly, and the returning
varsity players were very welcoming
to us freshmen.”
c
When asked about Whye’s perforW
mance thus far, Hollander said, “She’s
an unb
unbelievable ball-handler and she
has natu
natural play making ability.” With a
knack ffor basketball and an opportunity
for playi
playing time on Varsity, Nece is definitely a player to keep an eye on in the
coming w
weeks.
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Alumnus earns NCAA individual championship
Hulleberg cont.’d from p. 1
that, and he really seemed to enjoy the
running he was doing.”
The third grade mile-run would be just
the beginning. Throughout Middle School,
Hulleberg ran with his father’s team, often
beating some of its Upper School members in practices. By his freshman year, he
was one of Varsity’s best runners, and he
still recalls making the decision to focus
entirely on cross-country.
“As a freshman, I played lacrosse and
basketball. But, by the end of my freshman year, I had decided to quit, decided
to commit myself entirely and solely to
running year-round,” he said.
That he did. After a couple of seasons
of rigorous training, Hulleberg was named
an MIAA All-Conference Runner in the A
Conference. By the end of his junior year,
running in college was inevitable. “When
I started looking at colleges, I knew that
I wanted to be running,” he said. “That
definitely influenced the schools that I
decided to look at.”
Because he didn’t want to subject himself to the rigor of Division I athletic programs, Hulleberg searched for competitive
Division III schools that also met his aca-

demic needs. He decided on Haverford, a
school with a great running coach and a
long history of cross-country success.
“Tom Donnelly, the Haverford coach,
has been here for over 30 years, and he’s
coached many D-III National Championship teams and All-Americans,” Hulleberg
said. “He was definitely a big factor in
my decision to apply, and attend, Haverford.”
In his freshman year at Haverford,
Hulleberg was named one of the team’s
top seven runners, and was allowed to
race at the National Championships. As
a sophomore, a broken leg ended his season prematurely.
He then made an abrupt rise to the
top of Haverford’s squad. He was, for
large parts of his junior year, the team’s
number one runner. The spring of his junior year, during Track and Field season
(Hulleberg also runs Track, albeit slightly
less successfully), he forced himself to
run more than ever before. He trained,
refined his techniques, and made lots of
improvements that carried over into this
past cross-country season.
Currently, Hulleberg trains by running
90 miles each week. He runs twice a day:
four miles by himself before morning

classes, then 10 miles with his team during formal afternoon practices.
If the schedule sounds unappealing,
Hulleberg jokingly reassures, “I take one
run off each week--I only run 13 times a
week.” The intense training doesn’t faze
Anders, though. “Once you get used to
it, the schedule really isn’t that bad,” he
said.
Hulleberg’s successes are being recognized nationally. In addition to being
named “Athlete of the Year,” Hulleberg
has been featured in The New York Times
and The Philadelphia Inquirer. Media outlets from around the country covered the
event, and his story has reached a greater
audience, perhaps, than that of any other
former Park athlete.
Athletic Director Ridge Diven considers Hulleberg’s win the greatest athletic
feat ever accomplished by a Park alumnus. “Nobody else from this school, to
my knowledge, has ever won an Individual NCAA National Championship,”
Diven said. “I don’t mean to diminish
the achievements of, for example, a Yanni [Newton ’04, who played for Duke’s
Varsity Lacrosse Team], but Anders’ accomplishment is certainly the highest one
I’ve ever seen from a Park athlete.”

cartoon by RJ Gitter ’12

Brett Perry ‘12 forms flag football club
by Daniel Stern ‘12
Brett Perry ’12 enjoys Park’s intramural Ultimate Frisbee program, and he
enjoys football. Naturally, he wanted to
merge the two concepts to create an intramural football program for Upper School
students.
So he started Park’s flag football club,
which meets after school on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, providing a
casual, recreational opportunity to play
football with friends.
“I really wanted to combine football
with the way that Park runs Ultimate Frisbee,” Perry said. “It felt like the obvious
thing to do.”
Flag football is a crossbreed between
tackle football and backyard pickup.
Whereas in pickup football, a two-handed tag suffices to end a play, flag football
requires that the defender pull off a flag

attached to the ball carrier’s belt.
It’s more formal than a backyard game,
but more accessible than tackle football to
the not-so-physically-gifted.
Like Park Ultimate Frisbee, flag football will be played on the meadow below
Kelly Field, but Senior Eric Bass sees a
few problems with the comparison. “The
good thing about Frisbee is that there are
only two rules,” Bass said. “Football is
pretty complicated. It’s also way more
competitive, and it requires much more
organization.”
Still, Bass is looking forward to the opportunity that Perry’s activity provides.
“I’d definitely consider going a few
times,” he said. “It’s appealing – football
is America’s actual pastime.”
In tackle football, an offensive line is
used to protect the quarterback and to create holes for the running backs. In casual,

backyard football, there’s hardly ever an
offensive line; quarterbacks are generally
permitted seven seconds before the defenders are allowed to rush in and try to
tag them. Perry doesn’t yet know which
style his activity will ultimately adopt,
but he thinks it will be contingent on the
turnout. “If we have lots of people, we’ll
be able to use a line – if not, we’ll have
to use a stall for the rush.”
One caveat is that its participants won’t
be awarded any athletic credits, at least
not at the moment. “Mr. Diven says that
once we get a regular attendance, once
we become more established, we can start
giving athletic credits,” Perry said. “But
for now, it’s just for fun.” Football is, undoubtedly, a popular sport, albeit one that
our school doesn’t offer competitively.
Flag Football may prove to be a satisfying
filling of this notable athletic void.

Sports to the
Max (and Stern)
While perusing the various sign-up
sheets on Tracy Brown’s desk, you might
encounter a list seeking those interested
in playing after-school Quidditch, a game
which, quite literally, has swept the nation.
The Intercollegiate Quidditch Association, established in 2006 by Middlebury College, now has over 200 member
schools. Since the first World Cup, hosted
by Middlebury in 2006, a tournament has
been held biannually for college teams.
Whether we’d care to acknowledge it
or not, we’re all members of the Harry
Potter generation. J.K. Rowling’s novels
and their film adaptations have enchanted
millions of young readers and moviegoers alike.
Since Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone was published in 1997, everything
from wizard’s robes to Harry’s famous
glasses, have been replicated in the real
world. It’s not uncommon to hear language from the novels; “muggle,” a slang
term for nonwizards, is now in the Oxford
English Dictionary. So it seems only fitting that we would find a way to replicate Harry’s favorite sport, even though
students in America, can’t fly on broomsticks.
In “Muggle Quidditch,” as it’s called,
each team consists of seven players: there
are three chasers, two beaters, one keeper,
and of course, a seeker. Hula-hoops attached to pieces of PVC pipe are used as
the goals. Chasers pass around a Quaffle
(usually a deflated volleyball) and try to
get it past the keeper and through one of
the hoops for a goal, worth 10 points.
It is the beaters’ job to try and stop the
chasers by pelting them with Bludgers (often dodge balls). Once hit by a Bludger,
a player must run back around their own
goals before play can continue.
Most important are the seekers. It’s
their job to chase around a Snitch, which
is portrayed by a gold-clad neutral player who runs across campus. To end the
game, the seeker must catch the Snitch,
worth 50 points, by capturing the sock
hanging from a runner’s waist.
It’s unlikely that the not-so-into-HarryPotter crowd will appreciate the new activity, but for Potter fans, Quidditch’s appeal is unmatched. What better way could
there be to experience Rowlings’s world
first hand? Quidditch has met success at
schools across the nation; expect nothing
less of Park’s new activity.

