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Andrei Codrescu, critically
acclaimed poet, novelist, essayist,
screenwriter, and commentator
for National Public Radio, opened
the Upper School Modern Language Day with a talk entitled,
Swimming between Languages,
December 2. Codrescu returned
the next day to lead two student workshops and a student
lunch discussion, as the Peter
Baida ’68 Writer-in-Residence.
At the assembly, Codrescu
spoke of his immigration to

Preseason overviews of winter sports.

In the smaller sessions, Codrescu discussed growing up in
Communist Romania during the
mid-twentieth century under the
rule of Soviet statesman Joseph
Stalin and his troops of secret
police. Their influence on the creative expression of writers during
that time was strict enough that
Codrescu said, “if had I continued
my writing career in Romania, I would have been in jail.”
Codrescu ended with a question and answer session and a
reading of his poem Coming to
America. “He was fabulous,”

Seniors pause to remember Matt Young
by Sam Cornblath ‘10 and
Mariama Eversley ‘10

Sports....pages 10-12

the United States when he was
19, and his experience learning
to speak and write in English.
“When I came to America I
spoke no English, but I figured
if you can learn three words of a
language you can write a poem.
After six months I had enough
words to write poems that were
mysterious and fantastic,” he said.
Since then he has written more
than 40 books of poetry, fiction
and non-fiction. “You would
have to pay me not to write,” he
said. “I can’t help it. People are
just three dimensional stories.”

said English teacher Kevin
Coll. “It was a privilege to be
in the company of such a smart,
humane, and funny writer.”
In the weeks prior to Codrescu’s visit, English classes
read and discussed some of his
writings. Thursday morning and
afternoon, sessions were open to
students to further discuss Codrescu’s pieces and ask questions.
“He was extremely entertaining,
and shared a very interesting
perspective on writing, as well
as wisdom on life in general,” said Madeline Streiff ’12.
Ben Levitsky ’13 agreed.
“His take on how to make it in
America, learning an entirely
new language was very interesting. He was extremely open
and comfortable talking with
us, which made his visit all
the more enjoyable,” he said.
The Peter Baida ’68 Writer-in-Residence program was
established in memory of the
Park graduate who won first prize
for “A Nurse’s Story” in 1999 for
the O’ Henry short story competition. The program brings writers
from all over the world to speak
to the Upper School students
and faculty. Past writers have
included Li- Young Lee in 20072008, Theresa Rebeck in 2007,
and Mckay Jenkins in 2005-2006.

Outside the Black Box theater,
tables were covered in baked
goods as the Senior class gathered to remember the loss of
classmate Matthew Sam Young.
As Matt’s class departs in the
spring, this will be the last year
of an official commemoration of
this tragedy. While his memory
will live on within the hearts of
all he touched at Park, his legacy
will be leaving with his class.
Two years ago, December 6,
2007, a fire destroyed the Young
house. His parents survived the
disaster, but Matt and his sister,
Mary Abigail Young, passed away.
This day is always painful for
all those who knew Matt. He
excelled in all aspects of his life;

he was an outstanding person
with a huge personality, a brilliant student, a strong athlete,
a stellar musician, and most
importantly, an amazing friend.
His sharp wit always entertained his peers no matter how
provocative the joke. His Facebook photo captions keep his
humor alive; they are clever and
hilarious, to say the least. In
short, Matt was a unique person.
With the graduation of the
Class of 2010, Matt’s commemoration will continue through the
endowment of the Matt Young
Fund. With a donation from the
Senior class gift, the fund will
help to make high school equitable for all by extending financial
aid to a number of areas of student
life by enabling more students to
attend trips, acquire sports equip-

photo courtesy of the Young family
Matt and Abby Young perished in a fire two years ago. Members of
the Class of 2010 commemorated the tragedy December 8.

ment, and afford test prep courses.
Diversity and equality are
exactly what Matt stood for. If

the class is able to raise enough
money, the fund will live on
forever, to celebrate Matt’s life.
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Editorial
One student’s safety is another student’s top choice
It’s December 15th. A
seemingly ordinary day,
three days before Winter
Break and 16 from New
Year’s Eve. It might not seem
like the most exciting day of
the year, but for some it is.
Some would say that this is
the most significant day of
their lives. Today is the day
that many seniors receive
their Early Decision results.
Seniors are sitting at the
computer checking their
e-mail every five minutes.
The anticipation is unbearable. Loading the Mozilla
page usually takes a second,
but today it takes an hour.
When loading is complete,
some students are jumping
with joy, others not quite.
For some, the day will
bring relief and excitement;
for others, sadness and frustration. In the past, some
seniors have paraded down
the hallway celebrating their
acceptances, unable to con-

tain their excitement as a
weight is miraculously lifted
from their shoulders. Where
did this weight come from?
Beginning junior year,
if not sooner, students are
consumed with worry about
grades, SAT scores, college rankings, and composing the perfect essay. They
quickly get caught up in the
pressure of this critical time.
They begin to think, and
thus talk incessantly, about
college: where they will apply, what their top choices
would be, and what their
safety schools should be.
College is a constant topic
of discussion; it’s inescapable. Soon, some students
begin to feel uncomfortable.
Perhaps the schools on their
lists are not as selective as
those of their classmates.
Hearing their classmates
dismissing their top choices
as “safeties” is disparaging.
Some are offended; oth-

cartoon by S. Smith ‘10

ers are simply embarrassed.
We would hope that people are simply oblivious,
not inconsiderate. It is hard
to avoid talking about college, and it is easy to make
insensitive comments without realizing how they might
affect those listening. But it
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is a skill we all need to practice. Everyone has different strengths and interests;
different schools appeal to
different students. Some
schools may be less selective
than others, but there’s no
need to emphasize that fact.
We are all part of a car-

ing, supportive, and generally considerate community.
It is unfortunate, however,
to see some members acting
uncharacteristically,
temporarily losing sight of
the values that strengthen
our school: respect, empathy, and sensitivity to others.
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Benvenuti al giorno delle lingue modernes
by Alec Ring ‘11
“Over 30 different languages
are spoken at this school,” said
Upper School French teacher
Christine Broening, “and we
wanted to celebrate the diversity
of culture and language here.” The
celebration took the form of Modern Language Day December 2.
Teachers, parents, friends, and
others taught 20-minute classes
in languages ranging from Afrikaans (South Africa), to Gujarati, (Gujarat region of India), and
Twi (Ghana). Every student attended two different sessions and
spent time in the café (cafeteria),
where they ate croissants and
viewed videos from their eighth
grade Modern Language Day.
According to Broening, the
Modern Language Department
plans to run the festival every
two to three years to make sure
that “every student in the Upper School experiences it at least
once.” She also said that initially, “The day was to promote
the study of language at Park. “
“The original Modern Language Day occurred close to 20
years ago. It followed a similar
format, but the reason for the
program was that there wasn’t
much interest in language
study,” Broening said. But now,
Modern Language Day has a
new role in the community. “In

2007 we decided to do the day
again,” Broening said, “but this
time for a different reason. The
composition of the school had
changed so we wanted to celebrate that diversity. And after
all, students may go off to college and take another language.”
Students enjoyed their experiences with a variety of languages
and cultures. Brandon Steiner ‘11
believed the day was, “a nice way
to explore different languages of
the modern variety.” Leah Shapiro ‘12 liked the variety of languages offered. “I really enjoyed
it,” she said. “I liked the variety
of languages but I wish we had
more time to immerse ourselves
in the languages.” Others shared
Shapiro’s view that the sessions were too short. “Twenty
minute classes aren’t adequate
to learn a language,” said Nick
Ryugo ’10, “so if we did [Modern Language Day] for the whole
day, it would have been better.”
The day commenced with an
assembly featuring guest speaker Andrei Codrescu. Codrescu,
an acclaimed poet, professor,
journalist, and commentator
on National Public Radio’s All
Things Considered, described
his experiences immigrating to
America from Communist Romania. “Speaking a language
is a physical thing. Every language comes from a different

photos by A. Sussman ‘10
Lower School PE teacher Stradine Harris teaches Haitian Creole; Sophomores RJ. Gitter, G.
Acheson and R. VanHouten perform a French rap; Upper School
Spanish teacher Paul Villemoare
accompanies his wife Alma Rodriquez as she sings.

part of the body,” Codrescu
said. “You can experience different worlds with language; it’s
not to translate a cup of coffee,
but the feeling of the coffee.”
He discussed the importance of
language, the role it has in the
world, and compared the differences between a variety of cultures with accuracy and humor.

Christine Broening announces retirement
by Alex Elias ‘11

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Christine Broening, Modern Language
Coordinator, introduces Andrei Codrescu December 3 on Modern Language
Day.

Modern Language chair Christine
Broening will retire at the end of the
school year after teaching here 29 of
the last 32 years. She spent three years
in France from June 1991 to September 1994 as Director of Admissions
of the American University of Paris.
In a letter announcing Broening’s retirement, Associate Head of School Betsy
Leighton praised Broening’s “full engagement to every aspect of life at Park.”
“Christine’s influence has extended
well beyond the Foreign Language Department. She is admired and trusted by
faculty across divisions and departments
for her deep commitment to students,
her clear understanding of the Park philosophy, and her personal integrity and
generosity,” said Former Associate Head
of School Louise Mehta in a statement
in 2003 celebrating Broening’s twenty-fifth year of teaching at the school.
Broening has taught French since she
arrived in 1978, and later became head of

the department when she returned from
Paris in 1994. As K-12 Modern Language Coordinator, a position she has
held since 1998, she initiated a school
wide modern language study program.
Since returning from Paris, she developed a modern language curriculum that
concentrated on oral proficiency, a focus
that spread as she helped extend Modern
Language education to the Lower School.
More recently, Broening was instrumental in starting the Mandarin Chinese
studies after discussions with Everett
Rosenfeld ’09, who had been learning
Chinese outside of school. She talked to
his teacher, Xiaomu Hu, about the possibility of a Mandarin class, and decided
that “it was the time for it,” Broening
said. With a possible teacher found, she
did, “all the investigation for the program
and pitched the idea to, [Upper School
Principal] Mike McGill, [former Head
of School] David Jackson, the Board of
Directors and the Board of Trustees,”
Upper School Spanish Teacher Nancy

Fink said. “We had been looking for a
non-European language to teach at Park,
and Chinese made the most sense,” Broening said. “It was really the support of the
administration that made it all possible.”
Despite this monumental achievement
and the many other roles she has taken at
the school including Director of Admissions from 1989-1991 and head of the
philosophy committee for the 2003 allschool accreditation evaluation, Broening feels as though her greatest work
was bringing Modern Language to the
Lower School. “When I came back [to
the school] in 1994, the language program began in the third trimester of seventh grade. Now we have a K-12 program
that starts in pre-K. We have four-yearolds learning Spanish,” Broening said.
Broening’s retirement will mean
a “huge loss for the school; it will
leave a hole in the department,” Fink
said. “She will be greatly missed.”
Ileana Imhoff has been selected to succeed Broening as Modern Language chair.
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Arctic group details findings for scientists
by Eli Block ‘12
After two plane rides, a 10-hour bus
ride, and two days on a train, the members of the 2009 Arctic trip, finally arrived in Churchill, Manitoba August 2.
They were prepared to spend their time
doing groundbreaking, serious research,
and gathering data to present to groups
of scientists at national and international conferences. The group conducted
two main studies: an annual measurement on the depth of the permafrost,
and a new toxicology research project.
They presented their research at two
recent conferences, the Society for Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry’s
annual meeting in New Orleans, and a
conference for the Society for Risk Assessment that took place in Baltimore.
All of the students who presented at
conferences, Evan Greenberg ‘10, Josh
Naiman ‘10, and Alex Marion ’12, expressed how much they enjoyed the experience. “Josh and I were the youngest
participants to present at a [Society for
Risk Assessment] conference. It was a
great experience and it was amazing to be
respected as a scientist by professionals in
that field,” said Marion. In fact, at the Society for Risk Assessment meeting the trip
members won the award of best poster.
At both of the two recent conferences
the Arctic trip members presented their
findings on the new study of environmental toxins perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). Both
PFCs and PCBs are toxic chemicals that
are used in manufacturing plants in the
US and elsewhere. These lethal chemicals are carried through air currents to the
Arctic Circle where they get deposited in
the soil and become part of the ecosystem.
“Folks who live up in Churchill…
live a lot more harmoniously with nature
than we do,” said Upper School Science
teacher Julie Rogers who lead the trip,
“…and they live off the land…which is
great unless for some reason the land is
getting contaminated.” To determine if
local inhabitants were ingesting these
toxic chemicals, the group brought back
samples of common foods including Caribou, to give to organizations such as the
EPA and local universities such as UMD.
In addition to their research on PFCs
and PCBs, the Arctic trip members
continued their annual research on the
depth of the permafrost. “The permafrost,” explained Rogers, “is the ice underneath the surface of the ground that
stays frozen all year round.” On top of
this frozen permafrost is a layer of soil
that thaws during the summer known
as the active layer. “We figure out [the
depth of the permafrost] by measuring
how much has thawed on top,” she said.
This study, has huge implications for
the daily life of the people of Churchill and
other cities in similar locations. As it turns
out, the amount of permafrost that thaws

photo by M. Eversley ‘10
Lower School parent Kenneth Whitley reads to third graders participating in a project to send care packages to Afghanistan.

by Mariama Eversley ‘10 and Matt Schelberg who are currently deployed in Afghanistan.
and Emma Gross ‘11
Two days before Thanksgiving, at 5:00 when most students
had left for the day, a Middle
School classroom bustled with
third graders and their parents
gathering art supplies, compiling
care packages, and making cards.
Their endeavors were in an
effort to support third grade
teacher Ellen Hoitsma’s sons Jim

“It’s good to spend the holidays with each other,” said Lower School mother Jane Cromwell
who helped organize the event.
Cromwell, and third grade parents
Quin Fu, Amy Blank, Antoinella
Nota, and Amy Millin felt compelled to support Hoitsma as her
sons departed for their second
and third tours in the Middle East.
“The energy behind this effort

photo by J. Patterson ‘10
E. Greenberg ‘10 presents in the Arctic assembly on the group’s findings during
their summer trip to Churchill, Manitoba.

changes every year; and as the permafrost
melts the contour of the land changes.
“To get up there you have to take
a train,” said Marion, “and you have
to go slowly over the tracks because
they’re shifting [as the land shifts].”
The slowing of the train doesn’t only
affect tourists and visiting scientists, it
affects the food supply as well. “All the
food and [necessary supplies] have to be
shipped in on the trains,” said Emily King
’12. If the train can’t get through then
these people might not be able to survive.
Arctic trip participants want to use

their research to make it easier for the
people of this region to figure out how
much the ground is going to change,
and make it easier for people to identify the depth of the permafrost without
equipment and solely based on an obvious indicator, such surface vegetation.
Trip members were accepted to an international conference called ArcticNet in
Canada to present their data on the permafrost, but decided not to go due to the expense and the amount of school they would
have to miss. Instead, they are planning to
attend next year’s ArcticNet conference.

Third grade sends packages
to soldiers, Afghani school

is powered by a deep and sincere
respect for Ellen,” said Cromwell,
“and a desire for us to learn and
grow together with our children
and Ellen in the community.”
After collecting goods requested by the two brothers,
the children compiled an array
of items. Care packages contained ground coffee, hard candies, pencils, Berger cookies,
boot socks, and other goods.
“Her sons are very special to
her,” said third grader Meg Jacoby. “She wants them to feel
good and be safe. We’re sending them presents to make them
happy and to let them know that
we’re thinking about them.”
In addition to sending care
packages, the class plans to create a partnership with an Afghani
School housed in a tent, near
where Matt is stationed. “The
students there have one teacher
with a third grade education, and
their supplies are limited to some

pencils and old notebooks,”
said Hoitsma. The school runs
grades one through three and is
all boys because of the Taliban’s
threats on female education. “I
mentioned the school’s situation to one of my parents,” said
Hoitsma. “This then expanded
to a project of four parents, and
then exploded into the entire
class working together to gather supplies for these children.”
The children’s packages included art supplies: colored pencils, crayons, pens, and paper.
Each child was photographed and
wrote a note. The Lower School
is also collecting children’s winter clothing to send Afghanistan.
“I mentioned quickly at a faculty
meeting, that I would be collecting this clothing,” said Hoitsma,
“and the next day I had boxes
outside my classroom. The support has been tremendous.”
In preparing Hoitsma’s class
for the cultural exchange, Ken-

neth Whitley, father of third
grader Connor Whitley, read a
short story about children in Pakistan. As the students listened,
Whitley read Listen to the Wind,
a story by Greg Mortenson, they
got an idea about what it’s like
to be a kid in that region. “We
had the book reading included
because we want this to be an
experience that our children can
grow from-- to help them become
caring and involved citizens
of the world community they
are a part of,” said Cromwell.
At the end of the event, the
organizers felt as though the kids
and parents united in support of
Hoitsma, and broadened their
horizons in the process. “Everyone has supported this project,
and everyone has contributed,.”
said Nota “In this way we are
able to connect with less fortunate children in Afghanistan, and
our kids can benefit from exposure to a very different reality.”
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Commentary
Students greet the unfamiliar with instant rejection
Dismissive attitudes get in the way of education
by Ken Greller ‘10 and
Daniel Tsemach ‘10

E

ighteen students sit
in an English class
reading Plato’s Meno,
arguably the most significant
work in western philosophy.
This is tricky stuff. They’re
confused. They’re frustrated.
“This guy’s an idiot,” blurts out
one student. This is, perhaps,
a uniquely Park conversation.
Students have been given an undeniably key work of literature,
and their immediate response is,
“What’s so special about this?”
We are contrarian thinkers,
and instinctively challenge anything that’s foreign, or confusing. We should embrace this
tendency, but only to a certain
extent. We are too quick to
dismiss and even disdain the
unfamiliar, without exploring, without understanding.
We do so because we are
given the
freedom
to
challenge, and
we are encouraged
to
have
our own
opinions.
W
e
know, or
at least we
tell ourphoto by S. Cornblath ‘10
selves that
we know,
that this freedom to question is
not the same at other schools.
At those other seemingly horrific red-brick institutions with
ivy creeping up the walls, an
English class might consist of a
lecture, a few incredibly pointed
discussion questions, and ultimately, a quiz on only the most
basic elements of the material.
We might agree there is something wrong with this method
of educating. There is something prescriptive and, thus,
that’s not what we’re about.
We’re about freedom, morality, and independent thought.
We value and appreciate the relevance of these ideals in our educational experience, and should.
We should not accept the value
of opinions without challenging them, or praise texts without understanding them. But

cartoon by S. Smith ‘10

we should always respect them,
always give them a chance.
Respecting great works of
literature, ideas, opinions, and
people—is not inherently antiprogressive. On the contrary,

it being analyzed and understood.
Our philosophy states, “In
every area of the curriculum the
school encourages substantial
student commitment to reading,
writing, enquiry, and focused

‘We are too quick to dismiss and even
disdain the unfamiliar, without exploring, without understanding.’
respect is essential in our progressive school or in any learning institution for that matter.
“In the rabbinic tradition,”
explained Howard Berkowitz,
“there is an understanding that
everyone comes to the table and
is beneath the text.” Students of
the Torah, Berkowitz said, “have
a deep, fundamental respect for
the text--are in awe of the text.”
They know it as well as they
can, and they accept that it is
something greater than themselves. Then, should they become rabbis, or Talmudic scholars, or whatever else—there is
this massively important work
that can guide and inform their
lives. But never, ever is the
text—frustrating as it may be—
something to be scorned without

discussion in order to secure the
factual knowledge and conceptual structures essential for intellectual competence.” But our
dismissive behavior, our lack of
humility, obstructs our ability to
create “intellectual competence.”
And it’s odd. This is a concept that we all seem to understand. When a student is dismissive and stubborn, he or she is
inevitably going to miss something. When we think of what
“Park” is, we’ve crystallized this
much: We educate real, intellectually competent human beings. We do not create robots,
we do not educate for a test,
we educate for the real world.
And yet, when the “rules” are
not apparent to us—when we
can’t easily formulate an essay

thesis, when the math problem
seems too abstract, when we’re
asked to spend only 20 minutes
learning a few words of German,
Afrikaans, or Sign Language-we get annoyed. These things
don’t have immediate effects—
maybe we’re not being graded
on them, and they certainly
won’t improve our SAT score—
and so it’s hard to figure out why
they should be taken seriously.
Closing out his speech in the
recent Religious Intolerance
assembly,
K e v i n
Coll quoted Parker
Palmer’s
The Courage
to
Teach,
photo by S.Shuldiner’09 w h i c h
says, ““In
a culture of
disrespect, education suffers the
worst possible fate—it becomes
banal. When nothing is sacred,
deemed worthy of respect, banality is the best we can do.
What could be more banal
than to stand in the midst of this
astonishing universe, sifting its
wonders through reductionist

screens, debunking amazement
with data and logic, downsizing mystery to the scale of our
own minds? The root of all
banality is our failure to find
the other worthy of respect.”
Our contrarian nature, and
our undying belief in ourselves
have bred some truly great
things. You have to be at least a
little cocky to go on to do great
things, and that is precisely
what many Park graduates go
on to do. The successes of our
school should be recognized, but
we must not ignore our flaws.
When disrespect becomes acceptable we become comfortable
dismissing without the “intellectual competence” to back up
our opinion, and it’s this practice that leads us to value our
own thoughts above all else.
We are, in some ways, the opposite of the rabbinic tradition.
This is not to say that tomorrow we should act like Talmudic
scholars, or anything near that. We
should, however, adopt a more
humble sense of self, one that
can debate without bashing, criticize after understanding, and offer respect even in disagreement.
This is part one of a series on the
educational experience at Park.
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Partnerships--not donations--build community
by Mariama Eversley ‘10

K

im Washington, mother of two
and new homeowner, walked
to the center of the stage to tell
her triumphant tale during an all-school
assembly at the beginning of the school
year. She had been living in overcrowded, sub-standard housing in West Baltimore amongst drug dealers and violence
for most of her adult life. Several years
ago, she began working alongside Habitat
for Humanity to build her own house in
Patterson Park and improve her life. Her
story was moving, and I felt a great deal
of pride in my peers working for Habitat. I felt privileged to be at a school that
provides for the surrounding community.

Class at Park
Yet, I worried. I wondered what generalizations students were gathering as
they watched this working-class mother
thank our affluent community for saving
her. Watching this assembly without the
proper context helped buttress the notion that those with wealth give to those
in need – who are in turn grateful. This
illusion exists in the minds of many wellintentioned people and creates a rift between socio-economic classes. In Park’s
community, the divide falls between
Baltimore City and Baltimore County.
Class is a taboo subject at Park; it’s an
uncomfortable subject for many of us. But
our community needs a space where we
can openly discuss class issues and begin
to dispel our ignorance of Baltimore city.

that the Park community often does not
view people in these communities as our
equals. We see them as uneducated people
who can’t help themselves. It is undeniable that Baltimore City has many issues
concerning crime, education, and poverty,
but it is unfair to view working-class Baltimoreans as a people who need fixing.
It is also impossible to hold this group
of people apart from us as an “other,”
as they help compose the fabric of Park
community. Jasmine Respass ’11, a former Baltimore Public School System
student and a resident of Baltimore City
feels that, “[Park Students] think of the
city as this poor, broken down place. I
like being the one to tell people what’s
right, but sometimes it’s a burden.”
Anias Stambolis-D’agostino ‘12, another former public school student, shared
similar experiences, “There’s a big sense
of fear of Baltimore City. People just
think it’s a horrible place and make fun
of it. There’s truth to that, but they don’t
really know what they’re talking about.”
Our community’s ignorance regarding class creates barriers within our own
community that curb open discussion.

Working towards Understanding
Some have made efforts to fix the
problem. Upper School English teacher
Patti Porcarelli teaches a class called Literature of Social Justice that examines,
through the study of different texts, aspects of life that lead to inequality. “It’s
been satisfying to read about people who
fully invest their lives in the issue,” said

Porcarelli. She wanted to uncover new
ways for her students to view social justice, understand the complexities of it
all, and find the right language to talk
about it. “It’s not always about swooping in and saving someone,” she said.
Through the class, students have gained
knowledge
about social
justice and
community
service—
and there are
many things
to take into
consideration. When
aiding
a
community
that
isn’t
your
own,
photo by A. Sussman ‘10
you must be
devoid of
arrogance regarding the community and
let go of your own ego. Service should
never be done simply to make yourself
feel good — it’s a serious and selfless
act. Entering peoples’ lives can have
serious consequences, and you should
immerse yourself in a community’s history, culture, and current problems – not
focus on making yourself feel better.
“Class bristles when people say
things like ‘this is so much fun!’ That’s
obviously superficial,” said Porcarelli.
You must also have a grasp of your
own privilege as well, and realize you’re
your presence in a community might

not be accepted. Simply viewing a relationship as a perpetual donation robs the
humanity of the people on the receiving
end. This gives a platform for fear to fester and holds ourselves apart from Baltimore city. “There is a clear sense that
traveling through the city is like traveling
to a different country,” Procarelli said.

‘Like me, he feels
that community service is not a gift that
the privileged bestow
upon the poor, but a
means of community
building.’
Having a context for service is very
important, so generalizations aren’t
slapped onto a group of people. There
are reasons why problems exist; they
aren’t innate to a group of people.
We must remember that our duty isn’t
to be heroes, but to collaborate with the
Baltimore community. In order to build
meaningful relationships students have
to go beyond working with children—a
comfortable relationship where it’s obvious who has the power. I think it’s time
to build partnerships with our peers who
share Baltimore as a common identity.

Community Building
Habitat leader Jonathan Hettleman
‘10 also spoke at the assembly about
how community service changed his life.
“It’s a misunderstanding that people who
do community service are just trying to
help poor black people,” Hettleman said.
“It’s anything but that.” It was clear that
the relationships he formed were not
simply of those of givers and receivers,
but an equal alliance against poverty.
Like me, he felt that community service is not a gift that the privileged bestow
upon the poor, but a means of community
building. “I do community service because
I think that as members of communities we
are obligated to be wholeheartedly invested in their betterment. It seems incredibly
narrow-minded to me that so many people
expect to be members of strong communities, yet they themselves do nothing to
contribute to the well-being of their peers.”
Although many have experienced it differently, the way community service is
perceived by others in the Park community is not accurate. At times we forget that
there are humans living in the workingclass areas that we briefly glimpse. I feel

cartoon by S. Smith ‘10
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Let’s try a provisional
J-Board next semester
by Jesse Orr ‘11

cartoon by RJ. Gitter ‘12

Judicial Board grants
too much authority
by Jeremy Cohen ‘12
The student senate wants to get something done, and the choices seem to be
either making a Judicial Board or getting better water pressure for the drinking fountains. For
some reason, the
latter is considered less important. The idea of
a Judicial Board
seems appealing
at first. After all,
students are entitled to represenphoto by M. Gold ‘10 tation in matters
that concern us.
A Judicial Board,
however, would have both ethical and
practical dilemmas.
Punishment is
best left to the administration. Creating a Judicial Board would be a mistake.
How would the elections even work?
Voting for members of the board would
be completely arbitrary. At least in senate speeches, candidates for reelection
can talk about what they have accomplished in the past year. But because
of the sensitivity of the Judicial Board,
contenders would only be able to say, “I
can’t actually tell you what I voted for,
but it was what you would have wanted.”
In a small place like Park, the members of the disciplinary committee would
often, if not always, know the people involved in their cases. There is no way
to judge impartially if a member of the
board is best friends with the accused or if
they have hated each other since the third
grade. A Judicial Board might work for a

college with 8,000 people, but in a small
school with fewer than 350 students, a
congestion-free carpool line is more likely than a case where no one on the Judicial Board knows the “defendant.” Even
if you can judge fairly and justly, your
friends might consider the punishment too
harsh, and the accused may loathe you for
getting him suspended. A Judicial Board
could turn best friends into arch-enemies.
All of the previous arguments against
the Judicial Board are practical ones. It
would, however, be wrong to create a Judicial Board simply on principle because
it would put a few students in a position of
power over others. You might argue, “But
isn’t that what the Student Senate is,” but
you’d be wrong. The Senate’s power is
insignificant compared to the proposed Judicial Board, which could be able to suspend or, maybe even expel other students.
Also, a Judicial Board would directly violate the philosophy, which states
that the school’s approach to discipline
is based on “rejecting arbitrary authority and prescriptive codes.” Without a
“prescriptive code” of infractions and
their punishments, what standard would
the Judicial Board have for its rulings?
Two students could get different punishments for the same infraction depending
on when they do it. Should plagiarism be
a greater offense in 2011 than in 2010?
Even if a Judicial Board won’t destroy our school’s founding principles,
our current system has worked fine in the
past, so why should we change it? Personally, I would rather be able to drink
from a water fountain without catching
swine flu than make some new, unnecessary, and uncalled for Judicial Board.

During this year in Senate, there’s been
discussion about creating a Judicial Board,
J-Board for short. This is a promising
idea; right now, discipline is the exclusive purview of Mr. McGill, any student’s
adviser, and sometimes one or two other
people, such as Traci Wright or one of the
guidance counselors. This system works well:
we’re endowed
with a fair and
understanding
administration
that rejects harsh
punishments.
But, this doesn’t
mean there can’t
be improvements.
photo by M. Eversley‘10
I’ve heard a
lot of students
saying, “If it isn’t broken, don’t fix it.”
That’s a fine sentiment, and we’re often
worried about changes, whether ditching AP classes, changing the schedule,
or reestablishing immersion week. But,
that shouldn’t stop us from trying to improve our own school. Mr. McGill is
fair when it comes to student misbehavior, but there are certain things – context,
normal behaviors, personal histories,
internet usage and such – that the administration doesn’t really know about.
Last year, one senior came and spoke
to the Senate about a disciplinary issue he
experienced; the administration had made
the “misbehavior” out to be a big deal
when it really wasn’t, and he felt that having students involved would have helped
give the administration a clearer sense
of what actually went on. This inevitably happens when discipline is the exclusive domain of a few people: mistakes
are made and misunderstandings are rife.
Another major fear people have is that
a disciplinary board would create a sense
of awkwardness between members of the
J-Board and the rest of the student body.
People worry even more about friendships
broken by adverse rulings, and personal
biases clouding the board’s judgment.
These fears, while understandable, are
misplaced. First, there would be a system
for recusing oneself; one simply wouldn’t
judge close friends. As for long-standing
prejudices resulting in harsher punishments – I’d hope the quality of people that
we elect would put a stop to that, but even
if not, one person’s individual dislike can’t
change a whole group’s recommendation.
This is what must be understood: the
board wouldn’t exist to punish people,
but to give recommendations and a sense

of context to Mr. McGill. The board is
not deciding the consequences, but advising the administration on the best
course of action. These recommendations
would be taken seriously: Mr. McGill
told us that in the 10 years at his previous school, he only “sent back two decisions,” but final responsibility would lie
with him and Head of School Dan Paradis.
Furthermore, the board wouldn’t
deal with all sorts of cases; it’s recognized that issues regarding alcohol,
drugs, or inappropriate displays of affection wouldn’t come before the board.
These issues are either health concerns,
or simply too awkward and personal to
be brought before the board. Thus, they
wouldn’t be. Everybody agrees there
are some things that should be dealt with
only by the administration, and not students – any fears about students judging
others’ drug/alcohol use are needless.
People naturally feel apprehensive
about the idea, and reasonably so – the
unknown can be scary. This is why we
in the Student Council are proposing a
“Provisional” J-Board that would exist
during second semester. The provisional
board would be strictly optional: students
wouldn’t have their “case” heard by the
board unless they choose to. We would see
how the board worked in practice for half
a year, and then hold a student-wide vote
over the issue since we aren’t going to have
one unless the student body supports it.

‘This is what must be
understood: the Board
wouldn’t exist to punish people, but to give
recommendations and a
sense of context to Mr.
McGill.’
The best way forward is to test the
board out, see how it works in Park’s
unique setting, and then decide. Dismissing the idea out of hand is foolish, but so
is thoughtlessly supporting it. Only after
we’ve seen how it works in an experimental, optional setting can we decide on the
idea’s future. Our philosophy asserts that
positive expectations result in positive
outcomes: if everybody greets the board
with their minds made up against it, it will
fail; but if we keep our minds open, we
may improve our school for future generations and ensure that even here, we
have checks and balances on authority.
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Theft challenges feelings of safety and trust
by Leah Shapiro ‘12

W

alking
through
the Upper school
hallways, one sees
benches covered with backpacks and strewn with jackets.
Park is known for its communal
feel, and although the school
is fortunate enough to enjoy
such an environment, recently,
some have been taking advantage of the trustful atmosphere.
While theft has occurred here
over the past few years, only in
the last three to four weeks has
this problem become more serious. In the past, stealing was
limited to books and small things
out of backpacks. Lately, however, valuable belongings such
as iPods, phones, and computers have gone missing. “A pair
of my shoes was stolen, and I
heard about people’s laptops
and phones being taken.” Aiden
Piper ’11 said. “I now keep everything important with me.”
Most thefts are initially reported to Administrative Assistant
to the Dean of Students Tracey
Brown. She finds the recent increase in theft frustrating. “I don’t
understand the point of taking
other people’s personal belongings,” Brown said, “It’s wrong.”
When a school is in this situation, an important question to ask
is: Who’s to blame? Those who
leave their belongings unattended? Or those who steal? Opinions
of faculty and students on this issue vary. While some feel comfortable leaving their belongings
unattended, others are hesitant.

Convenience is the main reason people leave their belongings unattended. Why walk all
the way to your locker on the
other side of the school when
there is a nice bench nearby?
“It’s just easier to be able to
leave my bag close to my classroom or wherever I am, and not
have to go out of my way for
it,” Rachel Donabedian ‘12 said.
Yet, students who never
locked up their personal things in
the past are now beginning to use
their lockers. “I’ve gone to Park
my whole life and really consider the school to be somewhere I
feel comfortable and safe.” Piper
said. “But now, I feel as though
I have to be much more careful, observant, and protective.”
Upper School English teacher
Howard Berkowitz maintains his
trust in the community. Berkowitz continues to leave valuables
unattended in his room with the
expectation that no one will take
them. And so far, no one has.
“This shouldn’t be an environment where people are afraid
that someone is going to steal
out of their backpack,” he said.
While some lock their possessions away and others do
not, everyone agrees that the
thievery is disappointing. “It’s
unfortunate because we always pride ourselves on how
tight of a community we are,
and yet there is someone [or
people] who’s breaking that
trust,” said Christina Cubera ’10.
The question still remains
about how students should regard
their belongings during the day.

photo by A. Sussman ‘10
Many Upper School students leave their backpacks unattended throughout the school, making valuable possessions susceptible to theft.

“I think all of the theft so far is a
bit of an eye-opener and is really
a problem within the Park community,” Sam Leighton ’10 said.
“The only way this can be fixed
is if people take responsibility and
realize that theft not only harms
the one person, but it creates a
less safe environment for everyone else,” Rodney Hill ’11 said.
Park prides itself as being an
open and positive environment.
These expectations should not
be lowered by those who cannot seem to comprehend everything this school stands for.

Comments
It depends on the place where I leave it; I’m usually
comfortable leaving most of my things in the spot
between my locker and the wall.
I never leave anything unattended unless it’s at
home...people will commit opportunity crimes if
they see a wallet hanging out of a jacket pocket or
something like that.
I would leave [my things] unattended because
I feel that Park is a safe environment, and
there are always people in the halls so stealing
something would be hard.
I leave my car keys lying around. If you
expect trust, people will give it.
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Precious impresses audience with high-profile help
by Ken Greller ‘10
After a successful run at the
Sundance Film Festival, the relatively low-budget (but somehow
star-studded) film Precious, director Lee Daniel’s adaptation of
the 1996 novel Push by Sapphire,
was picked up by two of black
America’s most notable presence—playwright, filmmaker,
and renowned cross-dresser Tyler Perry, and undisputed Queen
of the Universe, Oprah Winfrey.
Precious is the graphic and
horrific story of a young, impoverished, overweight girl,
Clareece “Precious” Jones, pregnant for the second time by her
father, and trapped in section 8
housing with her abusive mother. Not exactly a typical holiday
movie, and perhaps even more
grotesque than much of it’s potential Oscar competition, it was
initially difficult to find the proper cultural placement (or marketing campaign) for Precious,
but, with the help of the Winfrey

and Perry, Daniels’ little indiemovie-that-could would hit the
mainstream, and Precious—
months before its release—
would become a phenomenon.
Something about Precious
seems acutely aware of that fact.
Throughout the film, Precious
has fantasies about herself in
a “better” life—she’s thin, her
skin is lighter, she’s dancing in
a BET video, she’s walking the
red carpet. She’s what the white
world wants her to be and, in
turn, what she wants to be. The
actress who (quite aptly) portrays Precious, Gabourey Sidibe,
came into the project with absolutely no training or experience,
but has now risen to a potentially
unsettling level of superstardom.
In a recent reception for the
film at the American Film Institute, Daniels, Perry and Winfrey
introduced the cast (including
Mo’Nique, Mariah Carey, Paula
Patton, Sherri Shepherd and featuring a pseudo-comeback from

Lenny Kravitz) ending, of course,
with Sidibe’s grand entrance.
Her hair is long and lush; she’s
wearing a floor-length gown.
She’s beautiful, and she’s exactly mimicking perhaps the most
disturbing scenes of the film.
This strange meta-quality
is not limited to the film’s star.
It seems that almost all of the
film’s cast is used with a wink
and a nudge—gruesome as it
may be. One particularly pivotal
scene is almost thrown completely back to the real world
when Precious asks her social
worker, played by faded diva
Mariah Carey, “What color are
you?” The question, interestingly
enough, is never answered, but
it’s an issue that, soon after her
rise to pop-stardom, became a
key component to Carey’s public
(and occasionally tragic) story.
And then there’s Mo’Nique.
Oh, boy, is there Mo’Nique.
One of the foremost black female comedians in America,

photo courtesy www.ruvilla.com
Gabourey Sidibe plays Clareece “Precious” Jones, the teenager at
the center of the film.

Mo’Nique made her mark with
incredibly vulgar stand-up about
her weight, her disdain for thin
women, and her sex life. Playing a physically abusive, sexually depraved mother is about
as far out of “type” as she could
get—and everybody knows it.
And yet, somehow, it works.
Mo’Nique’s performance, like
almost all of her co-stars (but especially the intriguing young Ms.
Sidibe) is something quite stellar.
The whole film, in fact, is some-

thing quite stellar. But this altogether isn’t especially interesting. The things that have brought
Precious to national attention—
it’s themes, it’s cast—are far
from shocking once anyone with
any culture understanding whatsoever enters the theatre, and so
perhaps this film better exists as
a tome, a testament to what’s going on in black cinema right now.
And either way, there’s
something kind of ground
(and
heart)
breaking.

Michael Oher’s story comes to life in The Blind Side

photo courtesy www.nydailynews.com
Leigh Anne Tuohy, played by Sandra
Bullock, interrupts football practice.

by Nick Halle ‘12
Almost a year ago, I opened The Baltimore Sun paper to find a picture of
Michael Oher, the Ravens’ number one
pick in the NFL draft, holding up a foot-

ball jersey. The caption informed me
that the immense man in the photo was
surrounded by his family--his blondhaired, blue-eyed, white family. I concluded that he must have been adopted, and I was correct, but I had no idea
how much more there was to the story.
The Blind Side tells the rest of Oher’s
story: how he went from being one of 13
homeless children of a drug-addicted mother to one of the most highly sought-after
football recruits in the country; how he was
taken in, by chance, by one of the wealthiest families in Memphis; how he changed
their lives; and how they changed his.
With such an engaging story like this,
it doesn’t much matter whether or not

the little things work. The lead roles are
played competently, if not passionately.
Sandra Bullock is one of the few big
names in the cast, and she certainly sets
out to distinguish herself. As Leigh Anne
Tuohy, Oher’s adoptive mother, she is
the very image of determined will. She
makes the decision to bring Michael under her roof, and it is to her he is most
attached. Whether it is fearlessness or naiveté, Leigh Anne shows no fear striding
into the housing projects of West Memphis to find Michael’s biological mother.
Oher is played by newcomer Quinton
Aaron. Aaron’s understated expressions
of discomfort and confusion express Michael’s disorientation perfectly, as he is

thrust into a world of which he has no
knowledge. The only moment at which
we see Michael’s emotions rise to a peak
is when people insult his adoptive family.
The Blind Side is one of the few movie
adaptations of literature that does its paperladen predecessors justice. The film stays
true to the book, and, with the exception of
the omission of some of the more general
football chapters, it is a perfect translation.
In a landscape of movies about robots
from outer space, flamboyant Austrian
fashionistas, and just about everything with
Seth Rogen, here is a movie with a real story
behind it. So turn on the game this Sunday,
and watch for number 74, and just wonder to yourself: how do miracles happen?

The Bravery releases second album, Stir the Blood
by Jack Califano ‘12
Relying on the tried and true
formula that got them on the
map in the first place, The Bravery follow up their second album
with Stir the Blood, an assortment of catchy new wave dance
rock songs that, save for a touch
of anger, show little innovation
in regards to the band’s previous
works, but impress nonetheless.
Focusing on a complete and
utter abuse of the keyboards,
the New York quintet uses more

synth than ever before, with a
majority of the album consisting of straight up dance rock accompanied by the bitter lyrics of
seemingly tormented lead singer
Sam Endincott. Songs like “I Am
Your Skin” and “Red Hands and
White Knuckles” bear a strong
resemblance to artists such as
The Killers, MGMT, and The
Sounds, but the real gems of the
record appear when The Bravery steps off the dance floor
and slows things down a bit.
Layering a mellow guitar

melody overtop various atmospheric synth riffs, the album’s
closing track, “Sugar Pill” presents a warm and starry bit of
indie rock as a parting gift. This
same theme is seen earlier in the
album with the song “Slow Poison,” whose remarkably catchy
keyboard melodies and relatively simplistic guitar and drum
beats come together to make
these the two songs some of the
most memorable of the album.
In stark contrast, songs such as
“Hatef---” and “Jack-O’-Lantern

Man” show a much darker side
of the Bravery, with the band exhibiting an all time high of vengeful spite. This anger reaches its
peak during “Hatef---,” in which
lead singer Endincott, backed
by an admittedly catchy emo
screamo symphony of keyboards
guitars and drums, declares, “I
will show no mercy for you, you
have no mercy for me, the only
thing that I ask, love me mercilessly.” This same mood is also
conveyed in the more impressive
“Jack-O’-Lantern Man” whose

dark and moody tale of violent
revenge presents the kind of
edgy, spooky rock and roll that
makes you wonder why all Halloween songs aren’t this badass.
In the end, these various musical elements come together to
form a rather eclectic yet admittedly impressive collections of
songs. While it may not be blazing trails or blowing minds, Stir
the Blood is yet another example
of The Bravery’s uncanny ability to create catchy new wave
rock, and is well worth a listen.

10

Sports

The Postscript | December 15, 2009

Tables turn for Girls’ Indoor Soccer team
by Adam Kelmenson ‘11
The Girls’ Soccer program
may have lost some respect after a
winless outdoor season; however,
the Indoor Soccer team remains
undefeated as it enters the third
week of regular season play.
“It’s been a really good season
so far,” Captain Aiden Piper ’11
said. “We beat Garrison Forrest
who usually beats us outdoors.”
Before the Garrison Forest
game December 1, the Bruins
played Key School. Key bumped
the team out of a championship spot last year. The two
teams faced off November 18
in the Bruins’ opening game.
“We wanted to smash them to
let them know that we intend
to go to the championships,”
Captain Mariama Eversley ‘10
said, “and it felt really good to
win.” The final score was 3-1.

The following week, the Indoor Soccer players competed
against Garrison Forest. This
game remained close, ending
in a 4-3 victory. “Emily [King
‘10] was great on offense and
Lauren [Sibel ‘11] and Mariama
on defense stopped so many
plays which would have resulted in goals,” Piper said. In
addition, Nikki Casper ’12 saved
many shots as the squad’s goalie.
Although the team emerged
victorious against Garrison, it
became apparent that they needed
to work on shooting. Finding
time to practice has been an issue. Gym space for the Indoor
team is only available from 4:00
to 5:00 p.m. This means that
the girls use the weight room
instead of working on ball drills.
“We lift weights and go on a 15minute run until 4:00,” Piper said.
Despite the practice problems,

the Bruins showed improvement
in their game against St. Timothy’s December 3. The team won
4-1 but, “score doesn’t show how
hard the game was,” Piper said.
Until half time, the Bruins led
2-1 but had to work extremely
hard to defend that lead. It wasn’t
until the fourth quarter that the
team put up two quick goals
creating a three-point lead which
St. Timothy’s could not make up.
The rest of the season holds
promise. The indoor team has
already defeated their two biggest
rivals, Garrison Forest and Key
School. “We’re very confident
because we feel that the worst of
our schedule is over,” Eversley
said. “We just want to keep on
coasting right now.” If Eversley’s
predictions are accurate, this
team could very well remain undefeated for the rest of the season
and bring home a championship.

photo by I. Rickman ‘12
T. Savage ‘12 battles against a St. Timothy’s player December 3.
The Bruins won 4-1.

Boys’ JV Basketball benefits from last year’s success

photos by S. Cornblath ‘10
M. Roethleitner ‘12 shoots a layup in a preseason scrimmage against Pikesville High School. Roethleitner takes a freethrow shot after
getting fouled December 4.

by Reid Danels ‘13
Last season, Park’s Boys’
Fresh-Soph Basketball team
seized a conference title in a double-overtime thriller against the
McDonogh Eagles. This season,
eight members of that successful
squad moved up to the JV level
and, when paired with a handful of returning juniors from last

year’s team, optimism abounds
for this year’s Junior Varsity
team. “We’re definitely a championship caliber team,” said Captain
Drew Goldfarb ’12. “We have a
great balance of speed and size.”
The team is all the more cohesive with the addition of last
year’s Fresh-Soph coaches. Head
Coach Justin McKnight specifically requested that he and

Assistant Coach Mike Stiller
move up with the last year’s
group to the JV level. Despite the
strong coaching staff and experience of players, there is reason to
worry. The team lost two of last
year’s leading Fresh-Soph scorers, thus weakening the JV team.
Michael Ginsburg ’12 bypassed
the JV level and now plays for the
Varsity team, and Chase McCain

’12 moved to Durham, North
Carolina. These two players were
essential in winning the FreshSoph championship; so, the JV
program is weaker without them.
With the loss of these two
players, McKnight now has to
depend on his three captains:
Goldfarb, Cody Tracey ’11 and
Seth Gelblum ’11, for leadership
and points. However, this plan

may fall through given Gelblum’s
finger injury which he sustained
in a woodworking accident and is
now unable to participate until after winter break. “I should be fine
and ready to play after the break,”
he said. Additionally, McKnight
can expect points from Brandon
Keiser ’11 and Mark Roethleitner
’12, the second leading scorer
on last year’s Fresh-Soph team.
The first scrimmage against
Pikesville High was a morale
booster. Many on the team expected to lose to a tough public-school
opponent. “We had never played
them before so we didn’t really
know what to expect,” said Jake
Max ‘12. The team held strong
and protected their home court
against a tough opponent. Though
the score was not kept, the team
dominated three of the four quarters. As expected, Roethleitner
contributed immensely to team,
scoring 21 points. Max sank two
three-pointers including a buzzerbeater taken barely past half-court.
This team can be expected
to play well this season despite
the loss of several players from
the program. Dominating a
strong Pikesville team, the Basketball players showed their
ability and talent in tough
situations. This indicates an
interesting and successful JV
basketball season to come.
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Girls’ Varsity Basketball heats up the court
by Adam Kelmenson ‘11
The Girls’ Varsity Basketball team
had a challenging start to its season. Preseason began well; they defeated both
Dulaney High School and North Harford
High School in early scrimmages. Soon
after, however, a series of injuries left
many players unable to participate. In
fact, so many players were unavailable
December 3 that Head Coach Kevin Coll
was forced to cancel an important scrimmage against B Conference Bryn Mawr.
While challenging, the lack of healthy
players has not created a completely
negative situation. In fact, the difficulties seem to be making the team stronger.
“We’ve had a tough couple of weeks,”
said Captain Adrienne Tarver ’10, “but
we’ve done a good job of playing our
hardest and not being discouraged.”
The Bruins traveled to B Conference
Garrison Forest December 3 with just six
players able to compete, only two of whom
were starters. Players who would not normally start were forced to fill vacant spots.
“Autumn Cohen [‘11] and Ashley Hohman
[‘11] started in the Garrison game and
both played incredibly well,” said K. Coll.
More daunting than the lack of starters
was the general lack of Park players compared to Garrison’s 13-person squad. “Every
time we subbed in one player,” said Rachel
Shapiro ‘10, “they put in a whole new set
of five.” The team’s numbers dropped
even lower when starting point guard
and Captain Kristen Smith ’10 suffered
a concussion halfway through the game.

None of these setbacks stopped the rest
of the team from playing exceptionally
well. Tarver led the team with a doubledouble, scoring 16 points and grabbing
11 rebounds. Cohen replaced Smith as
the point guard and scored 12 points. “We
stayed strong and continued to compete
throughout the game,” said Shapiro. The
Bruins left Garrison Forest extremely satisfied with the game, despite their 44-61 loss.
The team played its first conference
game against the Beth Tfiloh Warriors
December 8. Although nearly at full
strength with eight able players, the
Bruins got off to a slow start. At the
end of the first quarter, the score was
tied 6-6. The team picked up its intensity as the game progressed, however, and
steadily pulled away from the Warriors.
By halftime, the Bruins were up 17-9.
They allowed Beth Tfiloh just seven points
in the second half and won the game 4616. The team benefitted greatly from the
return of its starting center and forward,
Rose Coll ’11 and Akira Townes ’13,
who scored 14 points and nine points,
respectively. R. Coll also had seven rebounds, five assists, and three blocks.
Zoe Mayers ‘13, who stepped up
to play point guard for the majority
of the game, was also a crucial part of
the team’s success. In addition to contributing nine points, three assists and
three steals, Mayers organized and
initiated the offense with impressive
maturity for a freshman playing her first
regular-season high school basketball game.
Less than 24 hours after their defeat

photo by L. Shapiro ‘12
Girls’ Varsity Basketball gains strength as injured players return to action. R. Coll ‘11
receives the ball at the post and turns to shoot a layup against Beth Tfiloh December
8. The Bruins won 46-16.

of Beth Tfiloh, the Bruins were back on
the court, this time at Glenelg Country
School. Although the team started out
slowly once again, the players picked
up the tempo as the game progressed.
“We played strong defense,” said Tarver.
“We made them scared and they turned
the ball over.” Their persistent pressure and focused teamwork allowed
the Bruins to beat the Dragons 49-23.

If its perseverance and success to this
point are any indication, this could be
another great year for the Girls’ Varsity
Basketball team. The team made it to the
championship game both last year and
the year before. Once the team is at full
strength, with all its key players back
on the court, there is no reason why the
Bruins could not make it all the way to
the finals yet again, this time to win.

JV Girls’ Basketball gains experience and confidence
Bruins battle against Beth Tfiloh Warriors, clinching victory in final two minutes
by Drew Goldfarb ‘11
Despite two losses against outof-conference teams, the Girls’ JV
Basketball squad remains optimistic about the rest of the season.
“It’s not about how you start
[the season], it’s about how you
finish,” said Leah Shapiro ’12.
Even though the team lacks experienced players, it has shown
great progress. If the members continue to improve, they
could be tough competitors.
The team returns four sophomores from last year: Captain
Hannah Himmelrich, Maddi
Wyda, Emma Saltzberg, and Shapiro. Rounding out the squad
are Kalyx Solomon ’11, Captain
Kyree Jones ’12, Amy Livingston
’12, Anna Fried ’12, Rachel Kohn
’12, and Eda Akpek ’13. With only
10 players, many members will

be seeing significant playing time.
With so many first-time
players on the team, preseason
scrimmages were crucial practice
for the season ahead. The squad
put up a strong fight against B
Conference Bryn Mawr December 3. “We really came together
and used what we’ve been learning in practice,” said Himmelrich.
“We responded well to pressure and played really hard.”
The team lost 36-19, but
was at a disadvantage without
starting point guard Wyda. Livingston, who has only played
basketball for a month, filled
Wyda’s spot and played well.
“She stepped up big time. She
is an incredible athlete and a
great ball-handler,” said Shapiro.
The Bruins played their first
conference game at Beth Tfiloh
December 8. They trailed the

Warriors for most of the game.
With four minutes left in the fourth
quarter, the team was down 25-13,
but the players hadn’t given up.
In an unexpected turn, the
Bruins scored repeatedly, tying
the score at 25 by the two minute
mark. Himmelrich sealed the
team’s victory soon after with
two foul shots. The squad allowed
Beth Tfiloh just one more point
before the end of the game. The
team was pleasantly surprised by
its 28-26 win. “This game showed
us we can win,” said Shapiro.
Looking forward, the team’s
focus isn’t about winning. “I’d
like to say that I expect a lot of
wins, but honestly I think this
season is really going to be more
about learning,” said Himmelrich. “I think we’ll have a lot of
fun playing basketball together,
despite our lack of experience.”

photo by L. Weinberg ‘10
K. Jones ‘12 puts pressure on a Beth Tfiloh Warrior December 8.
The team won 28-26.
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Sports
Games of
the month
November 30:
Indoor Soccer beat
rival Garrison Forest
4-3.
December 1:
Boys’ Varsity Basketball defeated Greater
Grace Christian in its
season opener 39-32.
Girls’ Varsity Basketball, minus five players, lost to Garrison
Forest.
December 8:
Varsity Squash swept
Loyola Blakefield 10-0.
Girls’ Varsity Basketball crushed Beth
Tfiloh 46-16.
Girls’ JV Basketball
beat Beth Tfiloh 28-26
in last two minutes.

Games to
watch
December 15:
Boys’ Varsity Basketball vs. Chapelgate,
4:00
Girls’ Varsity Basketball at CHEN, 4:00
December 17:
Boys’ Varsity Basketball vs. Beth Tfiloh,
4:00
Varsity Squash vs.
Friends School at
Meadow Mill Athletic
Club, 5:00
Indoor Soccer vs. Oldfields, 3:30
December 18:
Girls’ Varsity Basketball vs. St. John’s
Catholic Prep, 6:00

Bruins come up short against Pikesville
by Daniel Stern ‘12
With 5.7 seconds remaining,
Forrest Carroll ’10 prepared to
make the most important inbound
pass of the game. Down 49-46
to the Pikesville Panthers, with
the ball on the offensive end of
the court, Head Coach Josh Wolf
called a timeout to draw a threepoint play that he hoped would
send the game into overtime.
As the whistle blew, two Bruins set a pick for Nick Sangiamo
’10, who wrapped around them
to receive the inbound pass.
Sangiamo quickly caught the
pass and got into position to
take the game’s final shot. The
ball sailed out of his hands and
bounced off the rim, ricocheting into the arms of a Pikesville
guard. With the miss, the Bruins
(1-1) dropped their first game to a
tough non-conference opponent.
Wolf, a Pikesville alumnus,
was pleased with his team’s performance. “Before the game, we
talked a lot about identity and I
thought we came out fighting,”
Wolf said. “It was a tough loss
,but despite the score, I thought
our performance really said something about our grit and our drive.”
Sangiamo finished as the
team’s leading scorer with 18
points. The next top scorers for
the Bruins were Captain Jonathan
Hettleman ’10, Captain Avery
Gerald ’10, and Michael Ginsburg

photo by M. Gold ‘10
K. Long ‘10 shoots a three-point jump shot against the Pikesville Panthers December 7. The final
score was 46-49.

’12, who finished with 7, 6, and
6 points, respectively. Sangiamo
was pleased with both his own
and his team’s efforts. “It was as
good as a loss could ever be,” he
said. “We fought hard and almost
came away with a huge win.”
Not everything went well for
the Bruins. There were many
turnovers, particularly at the
start of the second half, and
wide-open shots were missed.
Wolf was particularly upset
with the team after the Panthers
went on a third-quarter run.
“Basically,” said Ginsburg, “he

told us to slow down and take
back the pace of the game.”
Assistant Coach Dave Tracey
thought it was beneficial to face
this opponent before the MIAA
schedule begins. “This was one
of the best battles we could have
possibly fought at this point in
the season, especially against a
good non-conference opponent,”
he said. “We really stuck with it
through the fourth quarter and
the end of the game. Our players were resilient and, when
you take away the result of the
last shot, you see that we really

had a great chance to win it.”
Fortunately for the Bruins, a
moral victory could prove almost
as successful as a victory in the
box score. Because Pikesville is
a public school and thus out-ofconference, the loss has virtually
no bearing on the team’s playoff
chances which rely on its in-conference record. Looking ahead,
the Bruins continue their tough
non-conference season with
games against Friends and Coppin
Academy before hosting Chapelgate December 15 in their first
MIAA C Conference matchup.

Senior led squash team proves its worth
by Hannah Sibel ‘13
The ’09-’10 season could
prove to be the most successful
for the Park Varsity Squash program since it joined the MIAA
two years ago. The Bruins have
more players than ever before, and
these members are experienced.
The Varsity team is comprised
of ten players, including Seniors
Captain Alex Katz, Andrew Duberg, Captain Drew Kaup, Sam
Cornblath, Michael Tucker and
Scott Lessans. “We were sophomores the first year the MIAA
picked up squash, and we all have
two good years of playing against
great competition,” said Duberg.
The top two teams in the
league are Gilman and Boys’
Latin, however, the other teams,
such as Friends, McDonogh
and St. Paul’s, are tough competitors as well. “Given that

photo by J. Winer ‘10
Number one seed A. Katz ‘10 hits a drop shot against Gilman
Greyhound T. Tutrone ‘11.

seniors dominate the team,”
Katz said, “this team really
has the ability to make a name
for the Park Squash program.”
The team opened the season
with the most difficult part of its
schedule, facing the three stron-

gest teams. The team is 1-4 with
losses to Boys’ Latin, McDonogh
and Gilman. Andrew Katz ‘13
provided an early season highlight as the only member of the
team to win his match against
McDonogh. The team was also

encouraged by the performance
of fourth seed Ashley Suan ‘13.
Coach Toby Gordon said, “Ashley can slug it out with the boys.”
In a recent match against
Gilman, the Bruins were swept.
This did not come as a surprise
considering Gilman’s four nationally ranked players, including
Taylor Tutrone ’11, ranked at 14
in the country and David Hoffman ’11, at 29. However, many
of the games were very close
including those of Alex Katz and
Cornblath. “The matches were
better than last year, longer rallies
and more points,” said Gordon.
The Bruins played Loyola
Blakefield December 8. The
Varsity team won every match,
while the JV lost every match.
In the weeks to come, the team
will face off against Bryn Mawr
and Friends which will be challenging, yet winnable matches.

