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Security incident
sparks discussion
by Quinn Salditch ‘13
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Lower School students learn about saving a declining tree species, the American Chestnut,
and help to plant saplings in hopes of growing a more resistant breed. See article on p.5.

School upgrades security
All students to receive codes; front door remains unlocked
by Julia Gross ‘14
At the end of the 2011-2012
school year, administrators sat
down to discuss the school’s
security system, and moved to
upgrade the current system.
“We made the decision early
in the summer that we would
change to the new external door
control system,” Head of School
Dan Paradis said. Thus, a new
security system was installed
during the summer and began to
take effect December 9.
There have been a few incidents of theft in past years and
although these haven’t been serious, “we have to take our responsibility seriously, especially as a
K-12 school, to put some basic
safe guards in place,” Paradis
said. “I think that the K-12 piece
is really important and we would
be having a different conversation if we were a 9-12 school.

I think it’s different when you dents in each division will have
have four and five-year-olds on their own code, as will faculty
and staff.
your campus.”
“The alarms will go off beThe growth of the auxiliary
tween
six and six-thirty,” Peck
programs was also a factor. “We
said.
“The
swipe cards and or
have so many outside events
keypads
will
open at 6:30 a.m.
coming on our campus,” said
for
faculty
and
staff. Upper
Bob Peck, Director of Safety
and Security, Transportation and school students’ codes will work
Auxiliary programs. “Eight years from 7:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.,
ago we decided to rent out our Lower and Middle School kids
facilities, and in those eight years will get a code that gives them
our auxiliary program has grown. access from 7:30 a.m. to 6:30
We have so many people that are p.m. Outside groups will also
not a part of the Park school com- have codes, so for example, if
munity coming onto campus, and you are renting the dance studio
they’re coming into our building your code will work from 4:00
when they shouldn’t be,” he said. p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on WednesThe new security system will days only and only at the Wyman
be going into effect gradually Arts Center,” he said.
The goal of the system is
starting with all doors except
to
keep
an open campus. “The
the main entrance, doors to the
Arts Center, and Lower school question that we have had at
bus circle. More doors will be Park is how we maintain an open
locked after the new year. Stu- Security continued p. 7

At 3:45 p.m. on Tuesday, November 20, a faculty member
made a phone call to the front
office, which was then referred
to Bob Peck, Director of Safety
and Security, Transportation and
Auxiliary programs, reporting
three strangers on the third floor
bridge between the Lower School
and the Arts Center. These three
people were African American.
Meanwhile, Kayla Franze ’11
was showing off her alma mater
to her nephew, who is considering applying to Park, and a college friend. They explored the
halls of the school Franze had
known since first grade.
When Peck received the call,
he was sitting alongside the off
duty police officer who handles
security during the night, and the
uniformed police officer who
controls traffic on Old Court
Road. The three quickly made
their way to the Arts Center, the
two officers standing back while
Peck approached Franze. As
soon as Peck got closer, though,
he realized that it was Franze, a
longtime student of the school

whom he knew well. He said
hello and left the scene. Franze,
shaken by the encounter, made
her way to the office of Dean of
Students, Traci Wright.
“Kayla came into my office
and said, ‘Why would someone
call security on me?’” Wright
said. “I had no idea what she
was talking about, but when
she explained what happened I
called [the teacher] and together
Kayla and [the teacher] decided
it would be a good idea to talk.”
Wright sat in her office as
Franze, her two visitors, and the
faculty member talked. The faculty member was mortified, and
apologized profusely. Franze’s
college friend posed a question:
if we were white would [the
teacher] have called security?
The faculty member replied hesitantly, stating that she would like
to think she would, but would
have to do her own soul searching about the issue.
Faculty and students are now
exploring the significance of this
event in their lives and the repercussions in the greater community.
Discussion continued p. 7

Auction raises $360,000
by Sophie Bailowitz ‘15
The Centennial Auction
raised $360,000 for financial assistance and faculty salaries. The
triennial event, which drew the
highest attendance of any previous auction, took place November 10. Kris Meyer and Karen
Weinstein ‘87 were co-chairs of
the successful fundraiser.
“We sold over 600 tickets,
and the attendance increased
from past years by about 200
people,” Weinstein said. “We
had a wonderful turnout, we sold

most of our items, and, overall,
the auction superseded our expectations.”
The first auction to support
the school was held in 1979.
Since then, they have been
scheduled about every three
years. The last auction, in 2009,
raised $225,000.
“The auction surpassed everything that we thought it would
do,” Jayme Wood, Director of
Special Events, said. “The generosity of the Park community

Auction continued p. 4
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Editorial The Postscript,
Unpacking the ‘s-word’

Every now and then, one simple word
can sum up the feelings of a movement,
a generation, or a time period.
Lately, that’s been the case at Park,
though on a smaller scale. Over the past
few weeks, safety, a concept so easily
taken for granted, has dominated our collective mind-set.
How? Think of everything from the
college admissions process to issues of
security. They’re connected by the idea of
safety, both in the emotional and physical
senses.
Despite the warm weather, mid-December is upon us and most seniors can
think of only one thing. What will happen
tomorrow or perhaps in a few days, when
we log on to our emails? Will we be accepted to our early decision schools? Or
will we be deferred or rejected?
Waiting and wondering seems worse
than knowing, whatever the news is. So,
students long for the safety and security
of knowledge.
And of course, when unpacking the
notion of safety and college, it’s impossible not to think of a “safety school,”
something often seen as being undesirable, an option only if all else fails. In this
sense, safety is scary. The idea of a “safety
school” can also be insulting, even controversial. What if one student’s “safety”
is another student’s reach?
Conversations about safety stretch
beyond college and the anxieties of the
senior class. Recently, the school installed
a new security system. There are now keypads on all the doors. These changes are
again reflective of a greater issue: our desire for safety in the physical sense of the
word. Obviously, we’ve always wanted

to feel secure in our community. That’s
natural. Still, at the very least this feels
different, like a break from tradition. The
new security system has sparked discussion among students and faculty alike.
See the commentary on page 10 of this
issue and the news article on page one.
Furthermore, in light of recent events,
many students and teachers have also
come to wonder if Park is truly a safe
space for everyone. Sure we feel safe
from physical harm, but are we all emotionally safe as well? Does every student
feel like a welcome member of the Park
community?
Right before Thanksgiving break,
Arts Director Carolyn Sutton called security on three people she thought were
strangers. In fact, one turned out to be
an alumna, visiting with her friend and
nephew. In response, the Black Male Forum and the Black Female Forum held a
joint meeting with Head of School Dan
Paradis on November 29. Paradis sent a
letter to all parents the next day. On Monday, December 3, Upper School principal
Kevin Coll and Dean of Students Traci
Wright visited class meetings in order
to speak with students. Thus, however
you feel about the situation, whether you
think the teacher made the right decision,
whether you think the incident speaks to,
highlights, or is indicative of a greater
problem, you cannot deny that it has all
of us thinking about what exactly defines
a safe space. In this issue of Postscript,
you can read letters from both the alumna
and faculty member.
Finally, Postscript would like to wish
you all a happy, healthy and safe holiday
season and new year.
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A tribute to Matt and Abby Young

December 8 marked the five year anniversary of the death of Matt Young. He was
a sophomore at the time, and would have graduated with the Class of 2010. Matt died
at Sinai Hospital, two days after a house fire that also claimed the life of his 11-yearold sister Abby. A special edition of Postscript was published on December 20, 2007,
dedicated to Matt and Abby. In memory of the Young siblings, we have reprinted a
letter written to Matt by Kyle Long ‘10 and a poem written in Matt’s honor by Jesse
Orr ‘11 from that issue. Two former editors of Postscript, Tony DeMarco ‘08, and
Sam Cornblath ‘10 contributed reflections on the tragedy. Both had written for the
special December 20 edition of Postscript.
Matt,
Although you have passed on, your legacy will still remain. You have already
made an enormous impact on the school in only a little over a year. I hope you still
realize how important you were to this community. You are alive in all of our hearts.
I love you. RIP. 							
—Kyle

Flower of Youth,
a beautiful thing.
A boy on a hill,
standing high.
A candle snuffed out
That was once shining
bright.
Life turns to Death
Day into Night
We Will Never Forget
			
—Jesse Orr ‘11
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December 8 marks the date of Matt
Young’s passing. I can’t believe that it has
been five years since this extremely traumatic and emotional event. While years
have passed and dulled the pain of the
loss, Matt’s presence is still missed and he
will continue to be remembered. He had a
gift of bringing the community, and particularly our grade, together in a way we
had never been connected before. I thank
Postscript and Park School for honoring
Matt’s legacy—he was truly admirable.
Matt was an amazing soul: a devoted
student, amazing artist, talented athlete
and above all, an incredible friend. He
had a gift for making everyone around
him feel better. Matt was incredibly witty
whether through his jokes or his legend-

I was fortunate enough to be an editor-inchief of Postscript while Matt was a sophomore at Park, and through this got to know
Matt and understand what a great person
he was. Being an editor also allowed me to
better witness the extent of the outpouring
of emotion and love for Matt and Abby after
their deaths, and the amount of joy that they
had brought others during their lives.
While we all take this time to look back
at the tragedy that struck our community
five years ago, I implore everyone to not
just remember the sadness that we all felt
during the days following their deaths, but
the happiness that Matt and Abby brought
to us and others during their time with us.
—Tony Demarco ‘08

ary Facebook photo captions. While his
humor was always directed at individuals,
it was an honor to be made fun of by Matt.
I will never forget the first time I was
graced with a joke. During ceramics class,
Gary Cerrone was drawing a picture as an
example for our sketchbooks—it was a
simple flower. Even though this was obvious to everyone, I shouted out in a croaky
voice, “It’s a flower!” Matt cleverly seized
the opportunity to imitate me in a way that
made me hope he would bring it up again.
When he did, we started some sort of banter, which of course he would win. The
last conversation I had with Matt went
back to “It’s a flower,” and I left that day
with a huge smile on my face.
—Sam Cornblath ‘10
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Letter to the editors:

‘Let’s take this time to open a dialogue about prejudice’
As I’m sure many of you know, the Park
School community was shaken by an event
that happened Tuesday, November 20. It
was on this day that I had my first brush
with racial profiling.
For Thanksgiving break I brought a
friend home from college to show her all
the wonderful parts of my life. I decided to
take her and my 13 year old nephew who
has applied to the school, on a tour to show
them the place where I grew up, a school
I have been bragging about since the day I
entered first grade 14 years ago. We walked
the halls I used to walk down every day, and
spoke to old friends I’d shared experiences
with and faculty members I had befriended
over the years.
I decided to end the tour in our beautiful art center: the recording studio, the
photo lab, and the art studio. While I was
in the art studio, the head of security along
with two other officers walked in the room
with a faculty member. At first I was unsure
of what was happening, but I could feel
that there was an awkward tension in the
air. When I finally realized that the security team was there for us, I was not only
shocked, but confused.
I consider Park a second home. I love
the school, what it teaches, its philosophy,
the amazing people who work there, and
the students who go there. So, to be in a
place where I had felt comfortable for over
a decade, and not only be treated like an
outsider, but almost like a criminal, was
shocking and hurtful. I was also embarrassed to have my friend and family treated
this way in a place that I had so much pride
in. It was like a big slap in the face. What
would my friend think of the school now?
Would my nephew even want to go there
anymore?
At Park we put great emphasis on diversity. We may not be the most diverse of
schools, but we try to create an environment in which people can learn about people of all different walks of life. When I was
a student here, we even had diversity night
where we got to talk about issues pertaining to sexuality, socioeconomic status, and
race. So although I didn’t feel that blacks at
Park were well represented, I felt comfortable sharing experiences I had as woman
of color when the situation presented itself.
However, many students think that just
because we have these discussions and that
because most people at Park are very liberal, we are somehow immune to prejudice.
It’s not only white students and faculty who
think that we are above racial prejudice; as
a person of color I, myself, didn’t think that
Park was a place where prejudice exists.
This experience has taught me a lot
about the world we live in today. It is easy
to say that we have beat racism and racial
prejudice. Our president is black, everyone
is equal, and blacks thrive in the same environments with whites. But we have become
complacent about the way things are today,
and when you become complacent, things
like this happen.
I am glad that the Park community has
had this experience. It is a wakeup call. I
know that people at Park are passionate

cartoon by Tymani Ratchford ‘15

about social justice and equality; we must
not lose this compassion and become lazy.
Let’s take this time to open a dialogue about
prejudice and how it still exists. Let’s be
vigilant about what we see around us; if
you see something you think is wrong and
you don’t say something, that puts you in
the wrong, too. Let’s take this and grow
from it. I am thankful for the steps Park has
taken so far and my hope is that this will
never happen again.
—Kayla Franze ‘11

Working towards safety for everyone
Editors’ Note: Arts Director Carolyn
Sutton sent the following message to members of the Black Female Forum and Black
Male Forum after she went on a planned
leave to take care of her grandchildren as
their new sibling, Charlie, was undergoing
critical open heart surgery.

Dear Students,
First, please accept my apologies for
not being able to meet with you directly
about this. I truly wish I could speak to
you face to face.
Most importantly, though, please
know how very sorry I am for my actions [November 20]. I sincerely regret
that what I did in an effort to make the
Arts Center a safe place for students to go
after school turned out to have exactly the
opposite effect for many, many people in
the community. My actions have brought
into question whether Park is really as
safe a place as we would like it to be
for every person in the community and I
understand how hurtful that is.

Years ago, Clarence Page wrote a column about trying to explain to his young
son why he had to dress a certain way,
speak a certain way, and behave a certain way to ensure his own safety as he
walked down the street. He was talking
about raising his child on the same Chicago streets where I grew up. Now my
own behavior makes me realize I am not
an innocent bystander, but a part of the
problem. My assumptions about myself
have been significantly challenged.
I fully support Park’s efforts, and
those of the art department in particular,
to make Park a safe place to teach and
learn, to engage in meaningful dialogue,
to ask the hard questions, and work together to try to find answers. Nothing
has changed my commitment to that. I
hope, when I return, to begin the process
of rebuilding your trust in me.
Sincerely,
Carolyn Sutton
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News in
Brief

Wang steps in to cover Chinese classes

Lopez family welcomes
new baby girl
Athletic Trainer, Fitness Supervisor and science teacher Dan Lopez
and his family welcomed a new baby
on November 29. A daughter, Wynn
Josephine, weighed in at eight pounds
five ounces and was 21 inches long.
The family spent several days at the
hospital before returning home December 3.
“Everyone seems to be adjusting
just fine,” said Lopez of the family’s
first night back in their house. Wynn is
the second of the Lopez’s two daughters. “Her big sister, Ona Jane,” said
Lopez, “nearly two years old now, is
very curious, but very gentle and affectionate so far.”
In the coming weeks, Lopez will
continue to teach his anatomy class,
but will take some time off from
the Athletic Training Room. Jared
Braverman and Wendy Fabriziani,
both trainers from other MIAA and
IAMM-associated private schools in
the area, will be covering for him in
his absence.

Students to present at Arcticnet
This week, Arctic Club members
Johanna Busch ’13, Adam Lessing ’15,
Sofie Rudin ’13 and Cory Silver ’16,
along with science teacher Julie Rogers and math teacher Anand Thaker
are attending the Articnet conference
in Vancouver. The conference draws
together scientists doing a variety of
work in the region. The students will
give a presentation to fellow scientists on different habitats in Churchill,
Manitoba, where they have studied
each summer since 2006. They will
also speak about their work as citizen
scientists, and the resulting care with
which they check data. “I’m really excited. It’s a really big deal,” said club
member Christopher Mergen ’14.

French Immersion postponed
The school-sponsored French Immersion Trip, which matches American students with Parisian counterparts, has been postponed this year
due to scheduling complications. Because both spring breaks occur at the
same time, students wouldn’t be able
to experience attending classes with
their host. The French trip is generally
open to sophomores and juniors, but
in order to accommodate the current
juniors who are missing the opportunity this year, next year’s French trip
will be open to sophomores, juniors,
and seniors.
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Liang Wang is covering Chinese
teacher Xiaomu Hu’s classes while
she’s on maternity leave.

by Natalie Rudin‘15
Liangyan Wang has stepped in for Upper School Chinese teacher Xiaomu Hu,
who is currently on maternity leave with
her new daughter. Wang will be teaching
the second quarter of Chinese sections one
through four.

Not only is Wang new to community,
but she is also new to Baltimore. She lived
in China until 2009, where she earned a
B.A. in English language and literature
and an M.A. in teaching Chinese as a
second language. In 2009 she moved
to Pennsylvania where she taught at the
Confucius Institute at the University of
Pittsburgh, and worked with high school
students at the Wilson School District. She
and her husband moved to Baltimore earlier this year.
The school received many job applications to fill Hu’s position, and Wang was
one of the four most promising candidates
to be interviewed.
“She impressed me from the beginning,” said Ileana Imhoff, chair of the
Modern Language department. “Her resume had exactly what we were looking
for: a native speaker of Mandarin, a lot
of teaching experience, and teaching philosophies that matched the department’s.
She was the right fit.”

To help aid in her tricky mid-year arrival, Wang shadowed Hu for a week, attending all of her classes and meetings.
Wang began teaching October 22. “Her
transition has been very smooth,” said
Imhoff.” “She has done a great job of understanding the school and the students.”
“She has created a great class atmosphere,” Naomi Berner ’13 said.
Wang seems to have enjoyed her time
here thus far. “I particularly appreciate
how the students here are both very academic and creative, which wasn’t the case
in other places I have taught,” she said.
She has also immersed herself in life
outside the classroom. With the help of her
Chinese students, Wang is currently planning Chinese culture days on December
17 and 18, where they will be offering
lessons on Chinese calligraphy.
When Hu returns, Wang will continue a
hunt for a full time teaching job in Maryland, D.C., or Virginia, and continue to
work on her Ph.D.

Centennial Auction raises $360,000 for financial aid
Auction continued from p. 1
and beyond was unbelievable.”
This year, a wide variety of people attended. “The entire Park community, with
the exception of students, was invited,”
Meyer said.
The auction began in the Athletic Center at 5:30 p.m with a silent auction, followed by a live one. Each item from the
live auction fit into one of 13 categories.
“The Great Escapes category included
trips such as one week in Naples, Florida, two weeks in Rio de Janeiro, and one
week in Oaxaca, Mexico,” Meyer said.
“We had more items than ever before,” Weinstein said. “We focused a lot
on unique experiences as opposed to tangible items.”
Many items generated excitement.
Among those were trips and vacations,
tours of the Under Armour and Ravens
facilities, assorted signed sports memorabilia, jewelry, and a chance to visit the
set of Modern Family.
“Two items tied for the highest bid: A
vacation home in Jamaica, and the set visit
to Modern Family including a five night
hotel visit which together raised a total
of $13,000,” Weinstein said. “We also
had several things that sold for $9,000,
$10,000 and $11,000 in the live auction.”
At one point during the night, attendees
watched a brief video of two graduates
speaking about their experiences with
financial assistance. Directly after the
video played, the auctioneer requested
that any willing individual in attendance
donate $5,000 towards financial assistance. Twenty people contributed, raising
$100,000 altogether.
“For me, that moment was the greatest
live fundraising moment I’ve ever witnessed,” Roger Seidenman, Director of
Development, said. “For our community
to respond like that said so many good

things about Park. We always say that our
students make the most compelling case
for Park, and the overwhelming generosity that followed the video was proof of
that.”
“I am so grateful to the community in
terms of stepping up this way,” Mennette
San-Lee, Director of Financial Assistance
and Enrollment Management, said. “Each
year there is a gap between what we are
able to fund and all of the students who
we would love to have here. Now, we will
have immediate funding for the next three
years until the next auction, so we will be
able to add students who would otherwise
not be able to be here.”
Another special feature of the event
was the Centennial category that included reproduced images from the Park Archives such as photographs, certificates,
and a brick from the original campus.
“I think the fact that it was the Centennial year was what enabled us to have

more items than ever before and such a
large attendance,” Weinstein said.
“I think the Centennial gave people an
opportunity who normally don’t attend an
auction to focus on it because it was one
of the cornerstone events of the celebration,” Wood said
For Robb Cohen, parent of Lizzie ’17
and Alex ’19, this fact holds true. “This
was my third Park auction,” Cohen said,
“but it was a particularly meaningful one.
I think auctions to support the school are
always important, but I also think the fact
that it was the Centennial did give it added
meaning.”
Cohen wasn’t the only one who enjoyed the night. “I look forward to supporting the school and seeing some of
the parents that I don’t usually get to
see,” Laura Rosenfield, mother of Danny
Rosenfield ’20, said. “It’s something that
I plan to support as long as Danny is in
school and after he’s graduated.”

photo courtesy Stuart Zolotorow

Former fifth grade teacher and Centennial Committee member Linda Halpert
bids at the live auction. Kris Meyer and Karen Weinstein ‘87 were co-chairs of
the successful event held November 10 in the Athletic Center.
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Civil Rights trip adds participants, increases fundraising
by Sophie Bailowitz ‘15
The word is out about the Civil Rights
trip. To accommodate a spike in popularity, the trip organizers will be running two
trips at two different times.
The trip provides interested students
the opportunity to travel in the South and
learn about the Civil Rights Movement.
While there are usually close to 10 students who apply, last year that number
doubled. Trip leaders Carol Kinne, Coordinator of Community and Student Service, and Traci Wright, Dean of Upper
School Students, decided to experiment
with the idea of taking two trips in one
year.
“Traci and I fervently believe that if
people take the time to do the necessary
work it takes to apply, we want them to
have that experience of going on the trip,”
Kinne said.
“We cut or deferred the application
for two students maybe eight years ago,
and those students never applied again,”
Wright said. “We feared that by saying no
to a student, we were taking away an opportunity, and we don’t want to dissuade
anyone from going on the trip.”
Seniors receive priority over other
students, so with only one trip, very few
underclassmen would have had the opportunity to go. “We had six seniors who
applied, and instead of only taking four
others, the solution would be taking two
trips,” Wright said.
At first, the coordinators thought about
taking just one trip with twice as many
students, but decided against it. “Taking

20 students from Park would skew the
experience for (Park students) and for
the other two participating schools in the
program--Baltimore City College High
School and City Neighbors High School,”
Kinne said.
“We think that it’s much healthier to
have equal numbers of students from each
participating school. The way to do that
would be to take two separate trips of 10
from each place.”
The two other schools are excited about
the changes as well. “It was an easy decision for the chaperone at City Neighbors
High school, because he had so many applicants,” Wright said. “I think for City
College, there’ s a lot of interest there
too.”
Seventeen girls and three boys applied,
so Kinne and Wright explored the idea of
creating one co-ed trip and one all-girls
trip.
“When we go on the Civil Rights trip,”
Kinne said, “one of the things that becomes clear is that women had a profound
impact in the Civil Rights movement but
got far less recognition than the men. We
thought that having one co-ed trip and one
all-girls trip would be a way to highlight
the women who were very much a part of
affecting change in that time.”
However, when Kinne and Wright presented the idea to the students who had applied, the majority agreed that they would
prefer taking two co-ed trips.
Many students have reacted positively
to the decision to take two co-ed trips.
“At first I was kind of bummed, because I always imagined the trip with

photo courtesy K. Parks-Smith ‘13

Members of the upcoming Civil Rights trips rake leaves to raise enough money for 20 students and their chaperones to tour sites significant to the Civil
Rights Movement.

this big group of people,” said Courtney
Kauffman ’15, who will attend this year.
“But I do think the trip would be amazing
with a small group of people because you
probably get to interact more,” she said.
“I think it’s a great idea,” said Joe
Walker ’14, who attended the trip last
year. “I think they should get as many trips
in as they can. I would like everyone to
have the opportunity to go.”
The students who attend this year have
found that fundraising to provide for twice
as many people is not an easy task. “Fundraising has been much more intense than
it has ever been,” Kinne said.
“A lot of people are helping out,” said
Beth Weissman ’16, one of this year’s par-

ticipants. “We hosted the winter formal,
we have a babysitting system set up, and
we’ve been raking leaves. The other two
schools have been selling pizza, and the
money all goes into one pot, so whatever
we raise, we’re raising for everybody.”
If students are not able to raise enough
money for both trips, there is another option. “What will happen realistically is,
as we get closer to the first date, that will
help us to determine how much we’ll ask
families to donate,” said Kinne. “In the
past we’ve tried to limit the cost to $100
or whatever people can afford, but unfortunately, if the fundraising is unsuccessful
then we will need to ask for more money.”

LS students plant chestnut trees in hopes of saving species
by Quinn Salditch ‘13
Enthusiastic Lower School students,
taking an active role in conservation,
planted eight new chestnut trees to help
counter the near-extinction of the American Chestnut. With saplings donated by
The American Chestnut Foundation, and
money for cages and stakes to protect the
trees from the deer, a small group of students did the planting November 15 in
the area between the horse pasture and
the track.
Although Upper School history teacher
Daniel Jacoby and Librarian Twig George
have been planning for several years to
plant these trees, none have been available until now.
Jacoby and George invited Dr. Gary P.
Carver from the ACF to perform a “demonstration educational planting” in order
to show the importance of the chestnut
tree. Once plentiful throughout North
America, the American Chestnut has been
almost wiped out by a chestnut blight fungus known as Cryphonectria parasitica.
The fungus was first discovered in 1904
at the Bronx Zoo. Scientists believe that
it was accidentally introduced from China
or Japan.
Dr. Carver explained to each of the
students that “chestnut trees are impor-
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With help from a few adults, Lower School students planted eight chestnut tree
saplings as part of a program to save the species.

tant because they have chestnuts for food
for animals, and their wood is resistant
to rotting.”
Although American Chestnut trees are
susceptible to the fungus, Chinese Chestnut trees are resistant. Because of this, the
ACF has spent the past 70 years creating
a crossbred American and Chinese chestnut that is resistant to the fungus while
also retaining the characteristics of the

American chestnut. The Foundation aims
to “develop a blight-resistant American
chestnut tree via scientific research and
cross breeding and restore the tree to its
native forests along the eastern United
States.” They have raised six generations
to get to the trees they have today.
The trees that were planted include two
Chinese chestnuts, two American chestnuts, two 50-50 crosses of American and

Chinese chestnuts, and two Restoration
chestnuts, which are 94% American and
6% Chinese. These trees can grow up to
four feet a year. A sign about the trees
will also be added to the area in the coming weeks.
“These trees are a type of unofficial
memorial for Jean Craighead George,”
Jacoby said. Jean George, a naturalist
and Newbery-award winning author who
wrote Julie of the Wolves and My Side of
the Mountain died this past May. Jean
George, Twig George’s mother, had connections to the ACF and was the first person to get in touch with the Foundation.
“We will be one of many test sites for
the ACF, which will monitor the progress of the trees over the years,” Jacoby
said.  “Who knows – they might be interesting subjects for our Biology or Environmental Science classes, too.”
“We hope they’ll be resistant to the
blight, and, if so, we’ll plant [the trees]in
other places,” he said.
Lower School science resource specialist Laura Jacoby, who has helped lead the
project, has been photographing groups of
children in K-1 and K-2 classes in front
of the trees. She plans to take pictures of
them with the trees each year until they
graduate with the idea of archiving the
progression for the school’s Bicentennial.
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Black Male Forum shows Prep School Negro documentary
by Melanie Weiskopf ‘15
On December 5, Black Male Forum
sponsored a presentation of Prep School
Negro in the Meyerhoff Theater, a film
directed and produced my Andre Robert
Lee.
Prep School Negro documents Lee’s
journey as a high school student living
in the ghettos of Philadelphia while attending one of the most prestigious prep
schools in the area, Germantown Friends,
on a full scholarship. For the film, he returns to the school to talk with current
students.
Dia Clark ‘06, the faculty leader of
Black Male Forum, started planning the
screening with the forum members last
year after attending a panel by the Black
Male Identity project. “One of the speakers of the panel happened to be Andre
Robert Lee, and a couple of us had known
about his work, so we took the opportunity
to meet him,” Clark said.
The Black Male Forum invited members of other interested independent
schools, parents, and faculty, and showed
the film preview to the Upper School at
an assembly.
“We wanted it to be something that
all members of the Park School community felt invited to and felt that it was
something they could be part of,” Head
of School Dan Paradis said. “We’re all
living in a society where this continues
to be something that I think we need to
talk about and reflect on. It’s an issue that
matters to all of us,” he said.

photo courtesy Andre Robert Lee.

Members of Black Male Forum and Black Female Forum met with Andre Robert Lee during lunch on the day Prep School Negro was shown in the theater.

“It can be a story for everyone to relate
to, even though it was [Lee’s] personal
story,” Dani Bieler ’16 said. “I think everyone’s had that time when they felt like
they didn’t really belong somewhere.”
“The way this film personally affected
me is by shedding light onto the things
that have happened to me,” Idris Mitchell
’14 said. “And for that reason, I have no
problem saying I am a prep school Negro.
I’ve grown to kind of accept that fact and
learn. This film was just another learning
experience to help articulate the things
that are often not said.”
Other members of the Black Male Forum were pleased by the community’s
response to the film, which they thought

bettered their understanding of how some
students may be feeling in the environment which the school provides.
“The screening went very well,” Patrick Gerald ’14 said. “We had a greater
turnout than I thought there was going
to be.”
“I truly appreciated the support that I
saw from the community as well as their
involvement in coming out,” Mitchell
said. “Andre himself was very pleased,
saying that this was one of the best screenings he’s had in a while. That was not
just because of the number of people, but
mostly the quality of questions that were
asked.”
The following day, students continued

the conversation with a ‘town hall’ meeting open for any Upper School student
or faculty member interested in further
discussion. “
At the town hall we started off just
talking about the film. We said it was really well made, and then we went on to
talk about race at Park and how people
feel. We talked about what you could do
as someone who’s not in the position of
being a Prep School Negro,” Gerald said.
“I would like to see more discussion. It’s
not like there haven’t been discussions
so far, but I’d like to see that discussion
continue[s].”
Some felt that a recent security incident
involving Kayla Franze ’11 and Arts Director Carolyn Sutton added greater importance to the content of the film: “I’m
very grateful that Kayla and Carolyn [who
called security] are both willing to talk to
share, because to me, it seems like when
these situations might occur, there could
be certainly there are hurt feelings, misunderstanding, and regret. There’s all of that
messy stuff, and I think that the best we
can sometimes do when those moments
happen is to try to understand and use it as
a teachable moment,” Paradis said.
“We can’t change the past, but what
can we do going forward is to try to make
the best of the situation,” Clark said. “And
I think the students need to continue as
they have, meeting and discussing the best
ways to approach it, because I think that
if it comes from the students, that is the
most powerful way to go about it.”

Mice take up residence
throughout building;
prove difficult to evict
by Jeff Jordan ‘15
The mice that regularly appear in classrooms throughout
school have become a seasonal
issue, and that season is now in
full swing.
Lorraine Breining, Director of Facilities, has confirmed
that the mice that find shelter in
the school are harmless. “The
school is older and also we are
surrounded by 82 acres of nature,
so it is a natural environment for
the mice” Breining said. This becomes a large issue in the winter
when they abandon their environment to get closer to students
and faculty, who supply food.
Daniel Jacoby, an Upper
School history teacher, has
learned this the hard way. Two
months ago, Jacoby found droppings on his mouse pad. He believed that this was a one-time
occurrence, but subsequently
encountered another mouse in
his classroom.
Taking matters into his own
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hands, Jacoby bought mouse
snap traps to exterminate the
“squawking mammals.” Mousetraps are made up of a small wood
board that serves as a platform
for a piece of cheese connected
to a metal trap meant to mutilate
and kill the mouse. During one
professional day with no students
present, he killed four. After this
incident, Facilities bought a large
box of snap traps.
Because much of the attraction for the mice comes from
food, the school has purchased
rug sweepers for carpeted classrooms, and dustpans and brooms
for tiled classrooms in hopes of
preventing the clutter and food
that starts to geometrically grow
throughout the day.
Facilities uses other methods
of rodent remediation. “Twice
a year we do a large trapping of
mice by placing glue traps across
the campus,” Breining said. The
glue traps stick the mouse’s feet
to a sticky base, immobilizing
the mouse. Jacoby feels that this

is an inhumane method for killing mice, so he only uses snap
traps. Although they may disagree about the best method to
exterminate the pests, Jacoby and
Breining do agree that the issue
is caused by the faculty, staff, and
students.
The school’s environment is

perfect for mice because of its
cluttered classrooms, common
areas, and locker rooms.
One might ask why a mouse
would leave its outside environment where it has established
shelter and a source of food. “On
a Thursday, a mouse has a lot to
pick from. Who wants an acorn

when you can get a brownie?”
Jacoby said.
To help with the problem,
Breining said that students, faculty, and staff “need to be better
stewards of our space,” by keeping lockers clean, eliminating debris and clutter, and cleaning up
food debris.
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Taking the opportunity to broaden the conversation
What happened to a visiting alumna expands discussion of safety and acceptance for all students
Continued from p. 1
On Wednesday, November
21, Head of School Dan Paradis
met with the leaders of the Black
Male and Female Forums, explained the facts, and asked if he
could meet with all of the members on the following Thursday.
He followed through, and on
November 29, Paradis visited the
Black Male and Female forums.
“He was playing a role to
make sure we felt safe and to
understand our emotions,” said
Lizzi Woodson ’13, “so I really appreciated the immediate
response. I think that it was a
good debrief, but I wish it went
longer instead of just an X block
because there was a lot of emotion in the room.”
“He talked to us about making
sure that we feel that Park is a
safe environment,” Idris Mitchell ’14 said. After the incident
people didn’t feel as safe…the
façade of this progressive school
had been damaged. He showed
immense interest, but next steps
were unclear.”
Messages to parents
On Friday, November 30, Paradis sent emails to all families to
explain the event, with a slight
modification to the message sent
to families with students of color.
The only significant difference
was the final line: “Please know
how deeply sorry I am that you

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12

K. Franze ‘11 returned to
school before Thanksgiving
to show off the school she’d
attended from first grade.

and your children might experience this news in an especially
painful way.” The email to the
rest of the families read, “I welcome your questions or comments and I invite your active
support of this essential work.”
Paradis explained why he sent
the two versions: “The letters
are almost identical,” he said.
“I sent the letter to parents of
students color because I wanted
to acknowledge to them that the
way that they’re receiving this
message might have a particular
impact on them because it involved a graduate who is herself
a person of color.
“It also seemed important to
send both letters at the same time
because it wasn’t an issue solely
for parents of color,” he said.
Generally, students were
unaware of this difference, but
Woodson noted, “I think that the
event was a target to people of
color and adding the two sentences at the end about making
your children feel safe was a
good move.”
On Monday, December 3, Upper School Principal Kevin Coll
and Wright made the rounds to
freshman, sophomore, and senior class meetings to explain
the event. They spoke to juniors
on Wednesday. Although well
intentioned, students did not feel
as if the issue was presented well.
“It was kind of used as an advertisement for Black Male Forum,”
Jean-Claude Noar ’13 said. “It
was important to bring it up, but
I don’t think it was done well.”
“I think the information was
presented in such a way that
made it seem like it was [the
faculty member’s] fault and it
was her problem to deal with,”
Jordyn Saltzman ’13 said, “but
the problem is much deeper than
that. Racial profiling happens
everywhere and this could have
happened to anyone. This is a
problem in our community and
it’s unfortunate and we have to
deal with it.”
“It was a bit awkward during
[the sophomore class meeting]

photo by Liza Schoenberg ‘14

A town hall discussion on Thursday, December 6 followed the screening of Prep School Negro
the night before. The conversation also covered the ramifications of Franze’s experience.

because they tried to keep the
faculty member a secret,” Baird
Acheson ’15 said, “but most of
us already knew who it was.”
Documentary screening
Coincidentally, the Black
Male Forum had planned to show
the movie The Prep School Negro, which revolves around the
story of Andre Robert Lee, a
man, who, as a black child growing up in the ghettos of Philadelphia, received a full scholarship
to the prestigious Germantown
Friends School. Lee is also the
director, and the Black Male Forum invited him for a talk back
after the film.
This event had been planned
weeks in advance for Wednesday, December 5 at 7:00 p.m.
Originally, the screening was
only for students, however Paradis decided to open the event
to parents as well in an effort to,
“use this as an opportunity for
further discussion.” The event
drew a crowd large enough to
nearly fill the Meyerhoff Theater,
and the vast majority stayed for
the 40 minute Q&A session.
Lee had met with a group of

students earlier in the day, and
mentioned during the Q&A that,
“a similar event had happened
at my high school, and we got
through it.”
On Thursday, December 6,
all students interested in talking
about the event met during lunch.
At the meeting, comments such
as, “there is an expectation to
know all of the opinions of your
race,” and, “We notice the obvious derogatory comments, but
we don’t always notice the subtle things that can really change
someone’s day,” were repeated
in a variety of ways.
Positive reactions
People also noted the, “power
of the personal story.” Overall,
most felt good about the meeting. “I thought it went well,”
Jess Schwartz ’14 said, “and we
started good conversations about
action to take, but there is still a
long way to go.”
There are divergent and
mixed perspectives related to
the incident. “I think it’s ridiculous,” Louie Patterson ’13 said.
“At any other school if someone
who didn’t currently attend the

school was walking around, security would be called.”
“She was walking around
with two unidentifiable people,”
added another senior boy. “I
don’t think it would have mattered if she were white or black.”
“I don’t think it would have
happened if she were white,” Ellie Stern ‘14 said.
Two questions
Although opinions vary, the
school, as an entity, is moving towards next steps. “I feel terrible
for Kayla whom I’ve taught and
known for a long time, and value
deeply as a member of this community,” said Tina Forbush, CoDirector of College Counseling.
“I really think we as a faculty
need to address two questions.
First, how do we make sure all
students in this community feel
safe and welcome. The second is
a much more mundane question:
what do you do when you see
someone in the school building
who we don’t recognize? How
conscious are we of our own visceral reactions, and what are our
responsibilities?”

Administration installs door control security system
Security continued from p. 1
campus feel,” Paradis said. “The idea is
that community members, whether they
are students or faculty or staff, are able
to come and go freely from one building
to another,” Paradis said. “We want to
do our best to maintain that. My goal is
that because we are using this number pad
system, and once people adjust to it, it
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won’t be a significant cramp on anyone’s
feelings of open access,” he said.
According to Paradis, the community
has had mixed reactions. “I fully anticipate that in true Park fashion that we’ll
have some people say it will change the
culture of the school or that it’s going to
feel different. This has been my concern
and the concern expressed by many. There
has also been the sentiment of ‘what took

you so long? Other schools have put a basic deterrence in years ago, so why hasn’t
Park?’”
“I think it is a good idea and although
we’re adopting this system later than most
in the area it’s better late than never,” Ben
Segall ’16 said.
“I have concerns about the costs,” said
Director of College Counseling and Upper
School history teacher Tina Forbush. “I

think that the costs are two-fold. I think
that there are costs to the feeling of community. I believe that we are a community
of positive expectations where I would
like to believe that we trust people that
we see around us. This system inherently
suggests that we should not trust people
so I worry culturally about the cost, and I
worry materially about the cost. “
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New security measures are beneficial
by Samantha Max ‘14
“Positive expectations produce positive
virtues.” This phrase constantly echoes
through the hallways and classrooms at
school, and every student can easily recite
it by heart. Our philosophy is built upon
the ideal that the very best should be expected from people.
However, our new security system
suggests the opposite. On November 26,
various new security measures were implemented throughout the school. More
cameras were installed, new locks were
placed on classroom doors, and a decision
was made that “all exterior doors will be
locked during the day, with the exception of the main entrance,” according to
an email sent to the faculty from Director
of Safety, Security, Transportation, and
Auxiliary Programs Bob Peck.
When I asked Peck why this new security system was being applied, he told
me that, now “would be the best time to
start controlled access.”
In the past few years, there have been
several incidents in different schools
across the country, and even in Baltimore, regarding security infringement.

photo by L. Schoenberg ‘14

Peck spoke at assembly on Wednesday, December 5, at which he gave Upper School students the code they can use to access the building during
the week and on Saturdays.

For example, this past August, a student
at Perry Hall High School brought a gun
to school and shot another student. Additionally, last year, a stranger stole a Park
employee’s wallet one day after school.
Both of these instances were unexpected, unfortunate events. No one assumed
that a student would bring a loaded gun

to school. No one could have guessed that
a stranger asking for directions actually
wanted to steal someone’s wallet.
“Positive expectations” teaches us that
we should assume the best possible outcome, not the worst. However, as much
as we wish it were, the world is not made
up only of innocent, harmless people. And

though members of our community like
to say that there is a “Park Bubble,” and
that we are completely sheltered from all
of the iniquity in the world, we are not.
“People know our schedule,” Peck explained to me. All of our school events,
such as plays and sports games, are posted
online. Anyone can go onto the website,
see when an abundance of people will be
at school, and come.
Most of the time, the people in the
building are here only as supportive members of the community. However, every
once in a while, an unwelcome visitor arrives, hoping to cause trouble.
No one wants to suppose that people
will come to our school with poor intentions. But the fact of the matter is that
there are people who might.
So, as unnerving as it may seem, new
security measures are being put into
place for justified reasons. Perhaps this
goes against our philosophy. However,
the whole world is not as safe and trustworthy as the nurturing community within
our school. “Positive expectations” by all
means applies within Park, but not everything outside of the door to the building
can necessarily be trusted.

Question 6: on the road to equality but not there yet
by Marla Hollandsworth, Park
Habitat Coordinator, Tutor
On November 6, Maryland voters
turned the tide for marriage equality as the
first state to pass a referendum supporting
same sex marriage; thirty-two states have
laws preventing same sex marriage.
The Maryland statute that takes effect
on January 1, 2013 reads “Only a marriage between two individuals who are
not otherwise prohibited from marrying is
valid in this State.” The option to marry
is essential for all persons who want to
create a “family” because “a family member” is legally defined as “a relative by
blood, adoption or marriage”. Without
marriage, a couple—regardless of time
together, commitment to one another,
or legal entanglements such as children,
property, and investments—is regarded as
legal strangers. Marriage is the key to a
multitude of state conferred benefits such
as tax benefits, inheritance, employment
and medical benefits.
So, congratulations, job well done! We
have achieved equality for all Maryland
families, right? No.
While passage of the Civil Marriage
legislation was a critical first step, the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) signed
into law by President Clinton in 1996 defines marriage as the legal union of one
man and one woman for federal recognition. It further provides that “no State
… shall be required to give effect to any
public act, record, or judicial proceeding
of any other State respecting a relationship between persons of the same sex that
is treated as a marriage under the laws
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of such other State.” Thus a Maryland
marriage of two same gendered persons
needs not be recognized by other states.
Talk about a legal nightmare; I am married
here, but if I move to Virginia I am not.
What then happens to my legal obligations and rights—to my children, property,
spouse, inheritance and investments?
There are 1,138 benefits, rights and
protections provided on the basis of marital status in Federal law. Because the Defense of Marriage Act defines “marriage”
as only a legal union between one man and
one woman, same-sex couples—even if
legally married in their state—will not be
considered spouses for purposes of federal
law. The benefits denied include Social
Security, tax exemption, veterans, family
medical leave, inheritance and a multitude
of other laws.
On Friday, December 7 the Supreme
Court granted writ of certiorari on two
cases involving same-sex marriage.
United States v. Windsor, challenges
the $363,000 federal tax assessed to
Ms. Windsor on the “inheritance” of her
jointly owned property. After living together for 40 years, Ms. Windsor and her
partner were married in Canada in 2007
and their marriage was recognized by their
home state of New York. When Windsor’s
spouse died in 2009 the IRS refused to allow the federal tax exemptions provided
for married heterosexual couples. The
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit found DOMA unconstitutional and
the Justice Department refused to continue defending the case. A congressional committee of Republicans formed the
Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group (BLAG)

Philip A. Dwyer/Bellingham Herald/MCT

Sarah and Melissa Adams show off the first same-sex marriage license approved in Bellingham, Washington of Whatcom County on December 6, 2012.

to intervene and petitioned the Supreme
Court to overturn the case.
The second case is Hollingsworth v.
Perry, which challenges California’s Proposition 8 that overturned marriage equality
by amending the state constitution. The
Ninth Circuit invalidated Proposition 8
because the popular vote denied equal
rights to a group without any rational
basis.
Although there are procedural issues
in each case, the substantive issues derive
from the Fourteenth Amendment of the
Bill of Rights that provides that no state
may deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. The
Equal Protection and Due Process clauses

of the Fourteenth Amendment have also
been interpreted to apply to the Federal
government, barring it from unreasonably
discriminating against citizens. DOMA,
by allowing states and the Federal government to treat similarly situated citizens
(married couples) differently, is unconstitutional. Invidious discrimination is
the sole purpose of DOMA, protecting no
legitimate governmental interest.
The Supreme Court should uphold the
Federal Courts’ findings that DOMA is
unconstitutional. To do less will cause
DOMA to continue to cause legal havoc in
the courts and on the lives of many Americans. It is also the only way to ensure
marriage equality.
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Red Dawn exemplifies problems in politics today
by Chirstopher Mergan ‘14
A few weekends ago, I went to see the
movie Red Dawn with a friend on a whim.
I am a bit of a movie snob and thus tend
to scoff at such popular cinema, but by
average standards, the film was terrible.
Even with, ten minute-long sequences of
exposition, bad acting, lack of character
development and shocking predictability,
Red Dawn’s greatest flaw was its irrelevancy.
A remake of the 1984 Red Dawn, the
film’s entire premise is this: the United
States is attacked on its own soil by a big,
scary Asian power and is turned into a
communist police state. A small band of
teenage guerilla fighters rises up against
the red menace, fighting in the name of
good ‘ole America. Of course, their girlfriends, who just happen to have been captured by the enemy, provide convenient
opportunities for valiant rescues.
There is little more to the film unless
you count explosions, of which there are
many. The Asian power can be anyone
you’d like, and just in case Asia isn’t
enough,Russia is also thrown into the
story as an ally.
There are deliciously racist scenes
where the angry North Korean general
gets even angrier as the teenagers foil
him over and over again, and becomes
increasingly incompetent and animated
as he spouts “Asian” sounding gibberish.
Unsurprisingly, the American guerillas come across as a Tea Party member’s

dream; this is no better exemplified than
when they meet up with a few renegade
marines who talk about the parts of the
country that are still free and fighting: the
Pacific Northwest and the Eastern Seaboard have fallen, of course, but Florida,
Texas, and a slew of other red states are
still holding out.
The message is clear: when it comes
down to it, the true, free America lives on,
while the weak socialist factions are all
too quick to submit to the invading forces.
The film’s producers bet heavily on this
association, wanting to cash in on emotions brought about by the recent election.
That isn’t the case, however. The film

“them” being the Chinese, or the
rich, or the poor, or the gays, or
the fundamentalist Christians, or
the Republicans, or the Democrats—has waned.
Ultimately, polarization of this
sort isn’t sustainable; working
together is rapidly becoming the
only option.
Here’s the problem, though:
we actually have to do it. While
Obama definitively won the election, it was by a narrower margin
than in 2008. In Maryland, many
of the referendums only squeezed
by with a margin of two or three
percent. Whatever side you’re
on, the other side has similar
power. For the past few years,
the two major political parties
photo courtesy http://www.movietera.com/ have been fighting for even the
slightest advantage over each
has been financially unsuccessful, making back only about half of its estimat- other. While it’s tempting to celebrate
ed $62,000,000 production costs in the our victory or mourn our loss in the electwo weeks since its release. It has been tion, we should treat it with a grain of salt,
largely panned by the critics, but critics remembering that things could have just
frequently look down on action movies, as easily turned out differently.
Imagine the power that we would have
which rarely affects their box office gross.
The real reason that Red Dawn has done if, instead of looking for the flaws in our
so poorly speaks to a much larger change opponents, we looked for their similarities.
in American culture and politics.
We’d have a much more efficient poAmerica is tired of division. It is exlitical
system, and one that was likely a
hausting to constantly have your guard
up, ready to attack any opposing opin- better representation of what America beion that might come our way. The “us- lieves. In the end, we are fighting a losing
versus-them” that was so prevalent in the battle. When we are divided as a nation,
campaign advertisements and debates— we are fighting a war against ourselves.

Election 2012 will be remembered for the wrong reasons
by Andrew Bahl‘14
As I sat on my couch on election night
and watched the results come in, I had
the opportunity to reflect on the past few
months. In many ways, this election was
a landmark one. Unfortunately, it will
likely go down as being remarkable for
the wrong reasons. The candidates engaged in petty bickering, spent millions of
dollars to pounce on minute faults of the
opposition and, ultimately, spent significantly more time attacking each other than
expressing thoughtful plans to change our
country. We saw Big Bird gain more air
time than any clear economic plan. And
the debates degenerated to such a point
that I couldn’t bring myself to watch.
These things cannot continue.
It’s a shame that politics has descended into such an ugly state. Once upon
a time, Democrats prided themselves on
how open-minded they were and Republicans represented the blue collar, average
American. These things exist in modern
politics but to a lesser extent. Republicans
are just as likely to support the wealthy as
the working class. Democrats can be an
impediment to progress, strong-headed
and adamant in their beliefs.
The ongoing disagreement over the
seemingly imminent fiscal cliff is an ex-
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cellent example of the state of our country. Both parties appear willing to reach
a solution but this seems to be merely a
smoke screen to the true disagreements
that exist on such matters as taxing the
rich at a higher rate.
“To show our seriousness, we’ve put
revenue [changing the tax code] on the
table—as long as it’s accompanied by significant spending cuts,” said Republican
House Speaker John Boehner. This is indicative of the current political sentiment.
Boehner takes no responsibility for the
failed discussions, instead saying that “it’s

going to be incumbent on my colleagues
to show the American people we’re serious.” If this continues, mass spending
cuts will be imposed and we will again be
moving backwards economically.
And when this period of economic
turmoil hits, the politicians who failed
to agree on a deal will not be among the
affected. Social security workers who
haven’t had a pay raise in years will be
forced to scrimp while Boehner and others pull away in fancy cars and eat steak
dinners. According to CNN, going off the
fiscal cliff will cost the average American

Pete Souza/The White House/MCT

President Barack Obama and former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney talk in
the Oval Office on November 29, 2012 in Washington, DC.

family $2,200. The American people will
again pay the price for the actions of our
politicians.
In a way it is our fault; we continue
to elect people who refuse to cross party
lines. Come election time, without fail,
politicians will start by making bi-partisanship a major talking point before
allowing it to fade away, being replaced
with more pressing concerns such as the
economy or foreign affairs. But you cannot achieve meaningful progress in either
of those areas without being able to agree
on a mutually agreed upon course of action.
It’s about time that the American people wean themselves from their addiction
to big talk and start making hard choices
about which politicians can best serve
their interests through bipartisan action.
After the election, news outlets repeated time and again that we are a nation
fractured by our beliefs and that this will
be the cause of our ultimate demise. I
don’t believe this. But if we are indeed
a nation that is not divided we need to
show it by uniting and demanding that
our elected officials compromise and cross
party lines.
This is the only way we can begin to
resolve the myriad of problems that currently plague our country.
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Upper School stages strong production
of classic show Fiddler on the Roof
By Sophie Neiman ‘13

photos courtesy Shannon Bishop

A story of tradition in the face of changing times, Fiddler on
the Roof, this year’s Fall production, played for five performances from November 15 to 17.

I’ll confess. I cried three times
during Fiddler on the Roof,
which ran from November 15
to November 17 in the Meyerhoff Theater. That’s saying a lot,
since I’ve seen the show at least
30 times. Fiddler is my favorite
musical. I first watched it on film
when I was five and still have all
the songs memorized.
In other words, as a critic, I
have high standards. After seeing
a lackluster preview in assembly
I was nervous. Could Park do
Fiddler justice?
There was no cause for worry.
This year’s musical, directed by
Drama Chair Peter King with
musical direction by Music Chair
Adele Dinerstein, was among
the best I’ve seen here. Set in a
Russian village in 1905, Fiddler
centers on Tevye, played by Ben
Levitsky ‘13, a poor milkman, as
his three oldest daughters fall in
love and get married.
Fiddler’s cast and crew put on
a play that brought the audience
to a standing ovation every night.
Levitsky as Tevye carried the
show. Switching from hilarious to heart breaking with ease,
Levitsky was a pleasure to watch.
Whether misquoting the “Good
Book” or mourning the fact that
his youngest daughter Chava
marries a Christian man—making her as good as dead for an
orthodox Jew—he filled the stage
with energy and passion.
Hilde Wulf ‘13 as Hodel, his
middle daughter, was breathtaking. Wulf not only sang beauti-

fully, but also did so with great
emotion. During “Far from the
Home I Love,” Wulf had tears
in her eyes, as did members of
the audience.
Other notable performances
included Portia Boston ’13 as
Golde, Tevye’s bossy wife and
Mellissa Miller ’14, who transformed into Yente the meddling
matchmaker.
But, no matter the size of
his or her part each actor was
animated and invested. As the
constable, Jesse Berns-Zieve
’15 was both scary and sympathetic. Particularly striking
was a moment during Tzeitel,
played by Peri Schuster ‘13 and
Motel’s, played by Ben Miller
‘13 wedding, when Berns-Zieve
shouted—in a perfect Russian
accent—at the musicians to
play, before tipping over tables
and breaking plates with cold
disdain. Rebecca Shapiro ‘14
Grandma Tzeitel, also gave a
strong comical performance.
Whether a lead role or a member of the ensemble, characters
appeared on stage fully formed
and human. Thus, the audience
did not just focus on Tevye and
his family, but was drawn into
the village of Anatevka.
The work done behind the
scenes was also impeccable.
Thanks to a “revolve,” designed
by Drew Himmelrich ‘14 and
Andrew Bahl ’14, which “Miracle of Miracles” worked after numerous issues during the build,
each scene flowed seamlessly
into the next.
The choreography, done en-

tirely by juniors Elana LiebowFeeser ‘14 and Shapiro, was also
beautiful.
Especially impressive were
“To Life,” which included what
can only be described as a Jews
vs. Russians dance-off, and “The
Dream,” where Hannah Blau
‘15 (a bewitching Fruma Sarah)
stood atop another actor’s shoulders.
Of course, the show was not
without its flaws. In portraying
people with experiences far outside the realm of their own, every now and then actors relied on
caricature.
Additionally, due to issues
with the sound system, a slight
buzz made it hard to hear many
of the quieter lines and songs.
Neither of these detracted from
the overall effect of the show,
which, on the whole, was enjoyable.
More than anything, Fiddler
was moving. In the program,
Dinerstein wrote a brief description of her family’s journey from
Eastern Europe to America. At
Park, some of us are the greatgrandchildren of Russian-Jewish
immigrants, who either chose or
were forced to leave their homes,
just as Tevye and his family
were. But beyond a personal
connection to the play, Fiddler
transcends time and culture, in
its treatment of family dynamics
and what it means to grow up or
fall in love.
Beyond the strong acting, set
and choreography, the show was
truly touching.
To Fiddler!

Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn: Part 2 is a bore
By Sean Simon ‘13
Having never seen a Twilight movie or
read any of the books, I could be either
the perfect person to review the final installment, or the worst. On one hand, the
story and characters are fresh to me and I
haven’t been drawn into any sort of fandom. On the other hand, I know nothing
about the characters’ development and the
supposed build-up the past four films and
three books have created.
To begin, the movie was a visual delight and the opening credits were captivating. Almost every issue I took with
it was due to the inane and foolish plot.
Before I address those, a few technical
complaints should come first.
The CGI waffled between impressive
and laughable, but was more often the
latter. Bella, played by Kristen Stewart,
careening through a green-screened for-
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est at breakneck speed and knocking wild
animals out of the air came across as more
slapstick than supernatural. Some effects
deserved praise, such as a stunning glacial
chasm or the giant wolves that seemed
like genuine animals, but overall, the
high-speed vampire actions felt more like
a kid playing with Windows Movie Maker
than a multi-million dollar ordeal.
Plot-wise, the film was a disaster. Not
a single thing of interest happened in the
plot synopsis of the book, and though the
movie displayed an admirable intention to
juice up the story with more action scenes,
it suffered from tedium as well.
It’s difficult to describe the level of ennui that this movie presents. The Cullens,
a coven of peaceful vampires, are alone in
a house in the wilderness, talking about
how ‘bad guys’ could eventually, possibly
come and harm them because of a simple
misunderstanding. Sound excruciatingly
slow? Welcome to the first hour and a half

of the second part of Breaking Dawn.
Furthermore, any problem that surfaces
that could lead to a somewhat interesting conflict is resolved by the next scene
with one of the Cullens saying to Bella,
“Oh yeah, we forgot to tell you about this
one thing that vampires can do.” So little
happened that it became clear that the decision to split the final book in two was
no more than a money-grabbing Harry
Potter-copying swindle.
Of course, sex has to be addressed.
Now that Bella is a vampire she and Edward, played by Robert Pattinson, are free
to engage in as much immortal coitus as
they would like. Sex with superpowers
looked like a childish conception of intercourse, rather than any actual sensual
or romantic development.
Bella also held an infant in her arms at
various points in the movie, but not once
did she look like a mother. Some of that
can be attributed to her young age, but

maternal love seemed to be too great of
stretch for Stewart.
This film was unsure of what genre it
was, bouncing all over the spectrum, from
melodrama to farce to epic. Cartoonish
beheadings spoiled any parts that had the
potential to be enthralling. Instead, any
sophisticated fight scene was reduced to
a game of “Rock ‘Em, Sock ‘Em Robots.”
I won’t spoil anything, but when you
hear about a “twist” in the movie, don’t
expect anything life-changing. I’ll admit,
it was probably the most entertaining part
of the movie and, from what I’ve heard,
of the whole series, but that’s not saying
much.
Breaking Dawn Part Two might be the
lesser of five evils, but its lethargic pace,
phoned-in acting, and astonishingly asinine plot prevented it from being anything
other than yet another insipid episode of
tweenaged-relationship-porn-turned-phenomenon.
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Course/Discourse embraces the future in art
By Peter Califano’14 and
Julia Gross ‘14

In the spirit of the Centennial, the Arts
Department looked back on art in the past
100 years by basing the first of two exhibitions, Course/Discourse, off of the 1913
Armory Show.
The Armory Show was created to introduce modern art to the United States
and displayed controversial artists of the
time, including Pablo Picasso, Francisco
Goya, and Paul Cézanne.
Course/Discourse opened on September 20 and will close December 14.
According to Director of Arts and Middle and Upper School Visual Arts Head,
Carolyn Sutton, the show was meant give
a look into what twenty first century art
will look like, while also reflecting back
on the past.
“We [the Art Department] asked Rick
Delaney, who was the former Arts Exhibitions Educator, to curate this show,” said
Sutton. “He selected twenty five or thirty
artists that he felt really represented the
biggest range of artwork that embraced
the past and still looked forward in a different way.”

“Little Lamb,” created by Sebastian
Martorana, is a sculpture of a stuffed lamb,
carved out of marble, that celebrates life.
“A lot of the work I do has to do with memorial, remembrance, and memorialization. When I found out that my wife was
pregnant with our first child it occurred
to me start thinking of memorialization
of the beginning of life instead of the end
of it. [The sculpture] is based off the first
toy we bought for him,” Martorana said.
In a second piece, “Thomas Jefferson
Sets Himself on Fire in the Parking Lot
of the Blockbuster Video Near The Creation Museum” by Ben White is exactly
what it sounds like – an acrylic painting
of Thomas Jefferson, sitting crisscross,
on fire, in front of a Blockbuster with a
woman riding a dinosaur next to him.
“White’s satire disarms imposing and
familiar figures, relieving them of their
historical and academic baggage and rendering them comical and approachable,”
concept artist Lara Bank said, in the June
2010 issue of California Contemporary
Art.
With a myriad of bizarre and fascinating pieces on display for students to view,
this exhibition is a must-see.

Photos by L.Schoenberg ‘14

The Master Review
by Sabina Diaz-Rimal’15

photo courtesy Washington Post

Argo well worth seeing—now
by Jesse Rubin ‘13
Argo’s advertisements made it look
awful. No doubt. Despite having hired a
poor advertising team, Warner Brothers
Pictures has quite the success on its hands.
When looking at movies, success
should not be measured based on what
the movie grossed, but by its value as a
piece of entertainment. Given that Argo
did gross quite a bit, it is an extremely
entertaining movie which succeeds both
as a piece of entertainment and at being
a cash-cow. Chris Terrio, Argo’s writer,
produced an engaging script, which coincides nicely with Ben Affleck’s directing
and performance.
Based on true events, Argo tells the
story of the CIA’s undercover mission
to rescue six American hostages hiding
with Iran’s Canadian ambassador during the Iran hostage crisis. The Iranian
revolution reached its peak on November
4, 1979, when militants descended upon
the Tehran’s US embassy. Six Americans
were able to escape the chaos and rioting,
believing they would likely be killed if
found. Ben Affleck plays Tony Mendez, a
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Course/Discourse,
which includes such
pieces as “Untitled”
by Sarah Knobel (top)
and “Little Lamb” by
Sebastian Martorana
runs until today in
the Richman Gallery.
Also included are
artists such as Alex
Ebstein, John Bohl,
Sonya Blesofsky, and
Lesser Gonzalez Alvarez.

CIA “exfiltration” specialist, tasked with
evacuating the hostages from Iran. He
comes up with a plan in which he and
the six hostages act as a Canadian movie
crew scouting locations for their next big
film, “Argo.”
The present-day Argo, starring Ben
Affleck, was extremely well conceived,
written and directed. However, I wish
he hadn’t cast himself as the lead role.
Despite my minor feeling of annoyance
towards Mr. Affleck, the rest of the actors
are cast perfectly. Though Affleck held
the position as director of the film, his
performance did not suspend my disbelief
that he was Tony Mendez. The credits are
accompanied by pictures of the actors juxtaposed with pictures of the people they
played. Appearances are made in the film
by John Goodman, Bryan Cranston and
Alan Arkin, all three of whom are always
excellent actors no matter what their role
may be.
I would advise anyone reading this
article who hasn’t seen Argo to go see it
immediately. This movie is a solid 3π/10
gregarious stars. In other words, this movie gets a 94%, an “A.”

The Master, written and directed by
Paul Thomas Anderson, starts with the
frame filled with foaming azure waves.
The image then cuts to Freddie Quell
(Joaquin Phoenix), a hunched over man
with slurred and garbled speech. Freddie is aimlessly drifting and wandering
through the gloom of postwar life.
Freddie spends his time at his job
photographing portraits in the mall, unable to anchor onto anything other than
the moonshine he consumes filled with
paint thinner, cough medicine, and other
irregular liquids.
The film is advertised as following the
creation of Scientology, the notorious religion – or cult, as some would describe
it – that members call “The Cause.”
When Freddie first fills the screen, it
seems like the vulgar, sexually compulsive Freddie, pained by his memories of
his lost lover, is the ‘Master’ and creator
of Scientology. It’s soon apparent he is not
the man we had expected.
The Master is hardly even about the
beginnings of the religion. Where the film
is going and leading us is unclear for a
good 20 minutes.
We’ve now finally met Lancaster Dodd
(Philip Hoffman), the man behind the famous cult. He is the Master.
Soon Dodd takes Freddie under his
wing, either providing the companion
that finally helps Freddie plant his feet
on the ground.
Dodd, after introducing Freddie to his
wife Peggy (Amy Adams), tries to cure
the man with the Scientology ways of
“processing.” The cult believes a person

can be cleansed by finding the mistakes
and the terrors that have apparently been
haunting them from previous lives. They
can start fresh once they’ve recovered and
relieved these memories through practices
of hypnosis.
The ending leaves you questioning
whether Dodd and “The Cause” actually
managed to help Freddie, maybe allowing
him to believe in something other than the
paint thinner in his flask. He is, in a way,
important now, but where he’ll eventually
drift to is a mystery.
I admire the wonderfully crafted cinematography – a continuous shot of Freddie running away from his crumbling lifestyle over newly plowed ridges of earth,
or a motorcyclist speeding away in a wide
open desert. Phoenix, Hoffman and Adams fabulously portray their characters
with raw emotions that leave the audience to empathize with their lonely yet
enthralling lives.
The Master ends at a hefty 143 minutes. There were many times where scenes
in the film dragged on for far too long, and
the plot soon became bland and uninteresting. Looking back, I can only recollect
a few of Anderson’s beautiful and startling
clips.
In order to fully understand The Master,
I would have to watch it more than once,
but I would rather use my two and a half
hours to do something more productive.
If you’re craving a movie that will kill
some of your time, leave you thinking,
and allow you to admire Joaquin Phoenix’s work and Mr. Anderson’s cinematography, this is the one. Otherwise, do
something more interesting with your
time – get that history paper done.
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Upper School Ink: Tattoos uncovered
by Baylor Knobloch ‘14

I

“

O

ne might expect an art teacher to have a tattoo.
Although Upper School art teacher Christine
Tillman does technically comply with this image, her
tattoo remains hidden during the school day. “I got this
tattoo in 2000. I think that was right at the point when
tattoos were becoming a little bit more acceptable in the
professional world, but people were still getting them in
places they could hide.”
Tillman’s tattoo, placed on her lower back, is an image of a bluebird. She got the tattoo to honor her beloved
grandmother and the time they spent together.
“I lived with my grandmother in between grad school
and undergrad. I was really close with her. We were best
friends,” Tillman said. “When it became clear that she
was going to pass, I wanted to get something to honor our
relationship and the time we had together. She collected
bluebirds in the way that little old grandmothers often
times do. I had no money because I was an art student,
so I traded one of my paintings for the tattoo,” she said.
“For me as an artist, it would have been really hard
to have a tattoo of something that I drew because I’m
always changing how I see things. So the tattoo was a
nice collaboration with this other artist,” said Tillman,
who chose not to design her own tattoo.
Tillman made the decision to get a tattoo for emotional
and sentimental purposes and has not found that this
choice has affected her social or professional relationships. “For me generationally, I think I’m just on the cusp
of tattoos being really acceptable.”
Tillman also has experienced a more accepting environment in the work place because of her field. “My
tattoo has never affected me in terms of careers, not only
because I work at Park School but also because I work in
the arts. I don’t think people I know with visible tattoos
and body piercings have been held back because of that,
but maybe I just live in a different world.”

U

pper School administrative assistant Tracey
Brown, the glue that holds the Upper School
together, has gotten all three of her tattoos within the
past four years. “I have always wanted a tattoo,” Brown
said. But it is also true that she got them “in places that
can be covered up, and yes, that was a conscious choice.”
Her first tattoo, a small flower on her ankle, came as
a surprise to many. “None of my friends have any, and
they all think I’m crazy for getting them,” Brown said.
“My mom was still alive at the time and she hated it.
She called it my ‘dirt spot’ and kept asking me to wash
it off,” she said.
Ironically enough, Brown’s next tattoo was in memory
of her mother after she died. It is on her other ankle, and
is of a peach adorned with forget-me-nots. “People ask
me all the time, ‘Is that a peach on your leg? Are you
from Georgia?’”
Actually, Peach was her mother’s maiden name. “I
like explaining it to people because I get to talk about
her again for a few minutes. It’s definitely a topic of
conversation,” Brown said.
Brown’s most recent tattoo, on her wrist, is smaller
and more metaphorical in an introspective sense. “I found
this symbol of water that I loved. It represents a lot of
different things in my life,” Brown said. “Water can mean
strength, cleansing, healing, forgiveness, and new life.
There are so many different meanings, and I knew it was
exactly what I wanted. I haven’t regretted this one at all.
It’s probably my favorite at the moment,” she said.
Disregarding her mother’s disapproval and her friends’
surprise, Brown does not worry about her tattoos affecting her professional career because they were all consciously placed in areas she can conceal. “The one on
my wrist will be the hardest to cover but I figure, I love
it, and if someone doesn’t like it, then they are judging
me by my appearance and not who I truly am.”
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’ve never been opposed to having a tattoo,” said
Upper School math teacher Anand Thakker, “but
I’ve been opposed to having one just to get one. Even
in high school I consciously thought, if something ever
struck me that I realized I really wanted, then I would get
it. But I wouldn’t go looking for it,” he said.
It wasn’t until this October that an idea came to him
that he thought warranted a tattoo. “A few years ago, I
read a commencement speech that David Foster Wallace
gave at Kenyon in 2005, but then I forgot about it,” Thakker said. “Then, in my summer reading group, which read
Infinite Jest [by Wallace], we listened to a recording of
the speech, and even more than before I realized there
were a few certain things I didn’t want to forget.”
Wallace’s speech, titled “This Is Water,” focuses on
the ideals of empathy and conscious thought. “I knew
I wanted the words ‘this is water,’ but that was still too
abstract without an image. Oddly enough, a few weeks
later a brilliant XKCD comic [“a web comic of romance,
sarcasm, math and language,” according to xkcd.com]
gave me an idea for an image to frame the idea.”
The combination of these inspirations became an image of a stick figure with a balloon, whose string spells
“this is water” in cursive. “I got it so that I could get it,
so I could look at it every day,” Thakker said. “There’s
a way to use tattoos to express something about yourself
to other people, but I didn’t want to do that. I use it to
remind myself to stop and slow down,” he said.
Thakker’s tattoo, on his inner forearm, is positioned so
that it comes into his view often throughout the day. Conveniently enough, this location would also be concealable
if it were ever necessary in a professional situation.
“In any job interview I would be wearing a suit, which
would cover the tattoo. And if I didn’t have to wear a suit
to the interview, then I don’t think it would be the kind
of job that would care about a tattoo.”
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ALA tutors start work at Wolfe Street Academy
By Hannah Block ‘15
There are new tutors in town, and
they’re not from KIPP or Homework
Helpers. The Alianza Latina en Acción
(ALA), or Latino Alliance in Action,
works with students at the Wolfe Street
Academy in an effort to help and promote
awareness of the Latino community.
ALA stemmed from the recently disbanded Esperanza club, a language immersion community service initiative that,
last year, limited their volunteers to only
adults. In light of this new change, Lorenza Ramirez ‘14 and Spanish teacher
Ileana Imhoff started looking for other
ways for Spanish-speaking students to
reach out. Two things motivated them:
the lack of a Latino outreach program now
that Esperanza was gone, and the need for
a discussion about immigration.
“We were particularly fueled by the
tone of the immigration debate during the
political campaign and wanted to learn
more about these issues, and also to involve more students in the conversation,”
Imhoff said.
At Park, the club invites guest speakers
and works with Lower School Spanish
teacher Silvia Patterson’s 4th grade class
on the last Thursday of every month. “It is
important for our younger students to see
other young people engaged in issues of
equity and diversity in our community,”
Patterson said. “They are also very excited about how well the Upper School
students speak Spanish and the possibility
of speaking that well themselves in the

photo courtesy I. Imhoff

Members of ALA celebrate El Día de los Muertos at Wolfe Street Academy.

coming years.”
The club’s main focus, however, is
The Wolfe Street Academy. The school
was a natural choice to partner with because 73% of the students are Hispanic
and speak English as a second language.
Moreover, there are two people involved
at the school who have Park connections:
the principal, Mark Gaither, is married to
Alumni Coordinator Pailin Gaither, and
Connie Phelps, the Wolfe Street Community School Coordinator, graduated from
Park in 1989.
Every Thursday from 3:30 to 6:00, the
tutors help students with homework, usually working with the first and third graders. After homework is done, the kids can
play if there is time before dinner, which
the school provides in the cafeteria. The
tutors then help serve the meal and keep

the kids company while they eat.
ALA’s impact is already beginning to
show. “The students ask at snack time if
the ‘kids’ are coming,” said Stephanie
Given, third grade teacher. “I have seen
first-hand how the children are eager to
interact with [the tutors]. Honestly, sometimes they even pretend to need help just
to spend one-on-one time with an ALA
member.”
“Because each classroom consists of
one teacher, it is difficult for each child
to receive the attention they need,” explains Michael Brice-Brooks ‘14. “For
many students, these homework problems
are difficult, especially since they have to
practice these concepts in a language they
may not speak at home.”
ALA also gets to celebrate events with
the Wolfe Street students. On November

1, the club members celebrated El Día de
los Muertos at Wolfe Street, and plans
are underway for the club to attend future
events, as well.
In fact, there are many exciting things
on the horizon for ALA. Other plans include a panel of speakers on immigration,
a clothing drive, and having Wolfe Street
students visit Park eventually. Fundraising
is also in the works; Wolfe Street needs
funds for transportation and art supplies.
Members agree that the purpose of ALA
meets the goals that Ramirez and Imhoff
had in mind: expanding Park’s boundaries and supporting the Latino community.
“Students at Park oftentimes speak of
‘The Park Bubble,’ but [ALA] has created
a bridge between the Park School’s culture
and a culture that is entirely different,”
said Brice-Brooks. “As our faces have
become more and more familiar, the students have shown a certain fondness that
is difficult to explain. (…) It has become
apparent through these relationships that,
as a volunteer, I mean more than just a
homework helper.”
“I can’t even tell you how happy it
made me just to see some of my teachers
and peers walking through the hallways
in the ALA T-shirt,” said Ramirez. “To me
and to all the other members of the club,
the shirt was much more than just a piece
of clothing: it was a symbol of the progress for the club as we make an impact on
both the Park and Wolfe Street Academy
communities and increase awareness in
the process.”

First person perspective: volunteering at Wolfe Street
ALA tutors work with fourth grade students in the after school program at Wolfe
Street Academy. Unfortunately, space is
limited and not all students are admitted to the program. Sophomore Daniel
Moskowitz offers a personal account of
his experiences tutoring students, and his
opinions on the after school program.

by Daniel Moskowitz ‘14
Imagine how you would feel if almost your entire life depended on getting picked to be part of a tutoring program. For some students at Wolfe Street
Academy in downtown Baltimore, this
is a reality.
Members of Alianza Latina en Acción
(ALA), or Latino Alliance in Action, tutor at Wolfe Street Academy on Tuesday
afternoons. This program, however, is
much different from our own extended
day program; the time in the program is
spent doing homework with the help of
“a highly qualified professional staff,”
said Kathy Stroup, director of extended
student services at Wolfe Street. After
homework, the students either go outside
and play or do a fun activity. The day ends
with the kids eating supper.
For many children at Wolfe Street, this
program is essential to their education.
According to Stroup, over the course of
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Although any student can apply for
the program, because
of limited space and
budget not every
applicant can be
accepted; there are
only 100 spots in the
program. With the
annual cost per child
in the program set at
$1,836.16, there is
just not enough money to pay for every
photo courtesy I. Imhoff student that applies.
But when we tuAs a member of ALA, Moskowitz works with students in
tor
at Wolfe Street,
a range of subjects.
this is not what is
the last school year, the students in the on any of our minds. I walk in and I see
after school program improved by 16 per- kids smiling, happy to see us, saying “hi,
cent in reading and math on the NWEA Daniel!” This feeling alone is amazing.
(Northwest Evaluation Association) test. But knowing that I will affect these kids
In the after-school program “we’re for the rest of their lives makes me both
able to focus on each child’s individual happy and satisfied.
needs,” Stroup said. And when we, the
However, this opportunity does more
club, go to tutor at Wolfe Street, we do than allow us to provide the kids the help
exactly that. Between the teachers and the they need for success. It has shown me
student members of the ALA club, there a world and way of life totally different
are enough of us that when a child needs from mine. I always know that when I
help, we are able to sit with them and give come home, I will get a nutritious meal.
them one-on-one attention, which is a key
However, in a school like Wolfe Street,
component of the after school program.
where 87 percent of the students received

free or reduced price meals last year, this
may not be the case. So, to ensure that
students in the afterschool program will
go to bed with a nutritional meal in their
stomachs, they are fed dinner in the after
school program.
Moreover, I know that when I go home,
if I need help with my homework, I will be
able to get it. But for some kids at Wolfe
Street, this resource might not be available
to them at home because many of their
parents do not speak fluent English.
At the same time, the kids at Wolfe
Street are no different than the kids in our
elementary school in many ways: they are
learning the same things, like to eat the
same food, are energetic, and all they really want to do is play.
Whether it’s playing with the kids at
Wolfe Street, putting a smile on their
faces, or realizing that the help I am providing will affect them for the rest of their
lives, tutoring at Wolfe Street is always a
highlight of my week.
Every time that I walk out of the blue
doors of the school and step out onto
Wolfe Street, I feel like I have done something that will have a lasting effect, but I
also think about the kids who didn’t get
into the program and I hope that next year
Wolfe Street will have enough funding to
provide for everyone who applies.
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Being 18: dry ice, lottery tickets, and voting
by Jesse Rubin ‘13
I turned 18 not long ago. In
this incredible country which can
only be described as “‘Murica,”
I can: legally buy lottery tickets,
cigarettes, porn and (most excellently) dry-ice; gamble at the races; be persecuted as an adult; go
to R-rated movies while feeling
introspective (the law stipulates
17 year olds may attend R-rated
movies as long as they are gregarious); and my most personal
favorite, and the most patriotic,
I can vote.
Voting was one of the greatest
experiences I have ever had. I
may sound as though I am covered in cheese whiz (I sound
cheesy), but I felt proud to be an
American. In the past couple of
years the Middle East has been
a global spectacle of chaos and
disorder, with over 21 countries
experiencing protesting and rioting against the government. Ultimately, four of those countries’
governments were overthrown.
For 18 years of my life I had
learned that the United States of
America was a democracy. I was

J. Rubin ‘13 takes one thing seriously: his newly-acquired right
to vote in a presidential election. He celebrates the privilege.

taught that our people had the unalienable right to vote on laws,
bills, funding, and our leaders.
In the wake of events such as the
Arab spring, looking at our government, how relatively smoothly it runs, and how we have a say,
America stands out. I may sound
like Uncle Sam naively waving

my obnoxious, patriotic flag, but
I am proud to be American.
I waited in line for over an
hour. I was tired from partying
the night before (by partying, I
mean writing college essays). My
polling place was an elementary
school which is filled daily with
children, thus everything was

inherently sticky, hot and damp;
the school reminded me of a
diaper. I reached the “multi-purpose-room,” a gymnasium with a
stage (presumably the youth play
basketball while watching other
youth perform Hamlet and/or
simultaneously David Mamet),

where the voting booths were. I
showed off my voter ID card and
was given my ticket. I reached
a voting booth, and inserted my
ticket. I then proceeded to cast
my ballot. Only immediately after was I struck by a feeling of
awe that I had voted.

The lives of teachers: Dorrie Bright now and then
Sarah Cohen ‘14
“I love seeing teachers outside
of school. It’s like seeing a dog
walk on its hind legs.”
These immortal words—
courtesy of Janis Ian from Mean
Girls—are representative of the
prevailing social dogma (pun intended). At most schools, teachers’ out-of-school lives are kept
on the hush-hush.
But this is Park, where everything is unconventional, and
a dog walking on its hind legs
would be unremarkable, perhaps
even expected. Once we’ve accepted this, simple logic tells us
that getting a glimpse of teachers’
lives outside of school should
also be expected. Like always,
Postscript is here to deliver.
It’s easy to think of physics
teachers as all net charge and
Newton, but there’s more to
Dorrie Bright than just f=ma.
In an assembly last year, Bright
performed a rendition of “Calling You” from the 1987 film
Baghdad Café as a farewell to
departing colleague Lindsay
Hendricks. What’s more, as anyone who took Bright’s class in
ninth grade knows, thanks to the
tuning fork lab, she has perfect
pitch. Therefore, it should come
as no surprise that Bright is no
stranger to the music scene.
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In 1984, Dorrie Bright was performing with Solid Ground, a
lounge band on the Holiday Inn and Sheraton circuit. She has
also worked as a seamstress for country music stars.

When Bright first moved to
Maryland, she found it somewhat
hard to adjust to life here, given
that she’d lived in New Hampshire for 10 years prior.
“When I first moved down

here, I missed the mountains, the
well-water, and the woodpiles,”
she said. “I thought to myself: I
need something else to fill that
place.” She decided to join a local choir, and she’s been singing

in various groups ever since. “It
was another way for me to be
grounded,” she said.
Bright’s hidden talents don’t
end there. A veritable jack-ofall-trades, Bright’s jobs have
run the gambit from alfalfa
sprout farmer to seamstress for
the stars in Nashville, Tennessee.
(She sewed clothing for countless country stars such as Ronnie
Brooks, Patty Loveless, and the
group, Diamond Rio.)
Don’t mistake Bright’s
whimsy for softness, though.
When she’s not singing, sewing or farming, you might see
her cruising around town on her
motorcycle. After catching the
biking-bug from a friend in college, Bright’s interest expanded
when she met her husband Dan
Whitson, a fellow motorcycle
enthusiast.

“The day after we got married, he bought
me a Harley,”
she said.
But motorcycling isn’t
the only mutual hobby they
share. Earlier
this year, Whitson, a woodworker, learned
that the building that housed his
workshop space would soon be
sold, and that his business would
be forced to relocate.
Immediately, Bright and
Whitson started to make inquiries, and a few months later,
they were greeted with success:
a couple called and offered them
an abandoned building that they
could use. Charmed by the old
house, Bright and Whitson decided to team up to try to bring
the place back to life. To this
end, they’ve spend the past few
months cleaning and refurbishing the house, in hopes that it
will one day serve as both Dan’s
workspace, and their home.
“It’s completely daunting, but
it’s also been really fun working
with him,” she said. “We keep
joking around like, ‘well, at least
we have a new hobby now.’”
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Girls’ Varsity Basketball team expects success
Idris Mitchell ‘14

‘Tis’ the season! As
winter rolls around, many
athletes gear up for the
more “civil” sports, or
those which are at least
held indoors. Yet, of all
the teams, Girls’ Varsity
basketball seems to have a
particularly bright future.
Girls’ Varsity basketball
made its third consecutive
championship-game appearance two years ago. It
was then moved up to the
B conference for a twoyear stint and is now back
in the C conference.
Last year’s season was
a low point. Both girls’
teams suffered from injuries, leading to the merge
of the JV and Varsity into
one Varsity team.
That new Varsity team
was soon decommissioned
by the athletic department.
The decision was based on
many factors, especially
the high number of injuries
that had already been sustained. “Injuries dwindled
the number of active players to so few that it became
a very unsafe and risky
situation,” Girls’ Athletic
Director Robin Lowe said.
But last season is in the
past, and now the Bruins
look ahead to the potential
this year presents—particularly excited with several
fresh additions to the team.
“The new additions to the
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Junior N. Whye looks to pass the ball to her teamate
during a game versus Gerstell Academy.

L.Schoenberg ‘14 is tightly guarded by a defender
from AACS at a recent home game.

team are simply awesome,” said head coach
Robin Willard. “Plus, most
of the veteran girls should
go into the season with a
great deal of confidence
after their undeterred play
against many of the top
teams from higher conferences last year.”
New players like
Brooke Gordon ’16, Tyra
Whye ‘16 and foreign ex-

in and outside of school.
She feels that this team
has tremendous potential,
but the talent will be wasted if not properly guided.
If the girls, including her,
“can learn how each other
plays, we have the potential to be the best team
in the conference,” said
Townes. “I don’t mean to
be cocky, but I know what
a great team looks like, and

change student Sara Losada Vivero ‘15 all bring skill
to the team,given their previous experience on Amateur Athletic Union teams.
Of course, it is impossible to forget the cornerstone of the team, Akira
Townes ’13, who is bound
to have an amazing year.
The three-year all-conference Varsity starter has
been on many teams, both

we certainly have a lot of
what it takes.”
This year’s coaches are
Willard, Amy Millin, and
Larry Gilbert ’67. Each is
capable of guiding the girls
to a successful season. It
will be Willard’s second
season as head coach of
this current team, and the
learning period is over.
What few actually know
about Mr. Willard is that

he was a very successful
Girls’ Varsity basketball
coach from 1988 to 1998
– a tried and true veteran
of the system.
As head coach during
that time, he led the Bruins
to winning records during
nine of 10 years. Moreover,
the program amassed two
championship titles and
five championship game
appearances.
Given his experience
with great teams, Willard
recognizes that this year’s
team is a talented, technically skilled one. He feels
“very positive about this
year and the only problem
could be our numbers. So
success is a question of
getting players back and
healthy,” he said. The
number of active players
is limited by the injuries
of Townes, Sara Lessans,
Nece Whye, and T. Whye.
Millin will undoubtedly
contribute as a mainstay of
the more recent coaching
staff. She is the backbone
of the system. Her experience as a Girls’ Varsity
coach and previously established relationships
with many of these girls
will only help to build a
strong cohesive unit.
Therefore, it may be
the Bruins, with skill and
athleticism and experience,
who have success this season.

Successful season ends in frustration
Even though we’re well into the winter
sports season, the fall season was still a
memorable one. Here’s a wrap up for the
Girls Varsity Field Hockey Team.

Teddy Levine ‘14
The strong camaraderie amongst members of the Girls Varsity Field Hockey
team yielded positive results on the field
this season. Led primarily by returning
upperclassmen, the Bruins finished the
regular season with a stellar record of
7-2-1.
“One of the reasons why we did so well
was because we had the same core group
of girls,” Captain and four year Varsity
player Yen Baker ’13 said captain and four
year varsity player. “We have a strong
group of seniors who all start.”
The team earned a first round bye
and entered the postseason third in the
IAAM B Conference. Perhaps nobody
is more adamant about the team’s ability
and cohesion than Coach Kara Hickok. “I
have absolutely loved coaching this team.

They trust each other on the field, they
have great spatial awareness, they play
together collectively, and have a desire
to succeed,” she said.
After finishing the 2011 season with a
respectable record of 5-4-3 the girls came
into this season looking to build on the
foundation they set last year. “In previous
years we’ve peaked in the playoffs but this
year we came together very early in the
season,” said Hickok.
With the likes of Seton Keough (100) and defending champions Mount de
Sales (9-1) waiting for the outcome of the
IAAM B Conference playoff game between the Varsity squad and Maryvale, the
team knew they would have a tough road
to the championship. However, due to unplayable conditions caused by Hurricane
Sandy, the home playoff game shifted
venue to Maryvale. “Although playing a
home playoff game on the road was an unfortunate consequence of the hurricane,”
Naomi Berner ’13 said, “Our team played
to the last minute and worked our hardest
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With six seniors, the Varsity Field Hockey team had high hopes for this year’s
season, but were eliminated in the semi-finals of the tournament.

under the circumstances handed to us. “
The team lost in a devastating 1-0
game. Early in the second half, following a scoreless first half, Maryvale had
the ball in scoring position. Kali Tambree
’13 committed a minor foul, but because
Maryvale maintained possession, the referee held the call. As the Maryvale player
hit the ball, she lifted it into Tambree’s
throat, a dangerous foul that should have

resulted in the stoppage of play; however,
the referee chose not to end the play. As
Tambree fell to the ground screaming, the
Bruins, as was their immediate reaction,
stopped playing. Maryvale, still in possession, slotted the ball in the goal, scoring
the only goal of the game. “The referee
made an unfair call,” Tambree said, “and
it ended up being the deciding factor in
the game.”
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Faces in the crowd
Timmy
Barrick ‘17
As an eighth grade student on
the Middle School Cross Country team,
Barrick did not lose any races this season.
Barrick has been running since he was eight
years old and has been on the Middle School
Cross Country team for three years. Barrick is
experienced and passionate about running. “I like
how in cross country you don’t have to worry
about anyone else, so you can focus entirely
on yourself,” Barrick said. “Everyone is
supportive whether you are sprinting
to finish in first or just trying to
get your best time.”

Julia Luljak ‘19
Already a strong swimmer,
Luljak joined cross country after her father encouraged her to do so. “I also wanted
to try it because I don’t really like team sports,”
she said. “I like every man for himself.” The decision
to try cross country paid off. Luljak won every race
she ran this season. Her experience swimming helped
her build endurance and desire to win. Laljack also ran
30 miles in a 12 hour race with her family. Now, with
the season over Laljak sometimes runs on weekend
mornings with her father or on a treadmill when it’s
raining. She enjoys cross country because, “running is something you can do anywhere. It’s
also nice to be outside.” A natural runner,
Luljak is sure to have many more
successful seasons.

Girls’ Indoor Soccer looks to build on successful Fall
by Sam Friedman ‘15
After a tragic conclusion to the outdoor soccer season, which ended with a
penalty-kick shootout loss in the Championship game, 13 players from that team
have returned for more this winter in indoor soccer.
“The only thing wrong with the Championship game was the final score. I was
proud of those girls for every minute of
that game,” Coach Anand Thakker said.
While outdoor soccer is a game of cre-

ating space, the indoor version is much
more about precision and accuracy. Outdoors, if your pass is a few feet off target ,it doesn’t really matter that much,
whereas indoors, that pass has to be perfect every time. The games indoors are
also much quicker and higher scoring
than their outdoor counterpart due to the
smaller field and the quickness of the ball
on synthetic grass.
In addition, indoor soccer is played
with six players to a side plus a goalie
compared to the 10 plus a goalie for out-

door. “I have high hopes for this season
and I think our team has a good chance of
winning it all,” Thakker said.
After their first outing in early December, the Girls’ Indoor Soccer season has
started off very well with three dominating wins. They defeated Roland Park
Country School 6-3, St. Timothy’s School
10-0, and The Key School 5-1. And with
the majority of their games still to take
place, Girls’ Indoor Soccer looks to keep
on cruising to the top of the conference
standings.

Athletic Department hosts concussion experts
by Tara Wendell ‘13
Concussions, viewed as a silent epidemic, are moving to the forefront of
the consciousness of young athletes and
their coaches. Accordingly, Park Athletics
and the Parents’ Association sponsored a
discussion, “Concussions and our Kids,”
with Robert Cantu, MD and Mark Hyman,
co-authors of a book of the same name.
With the book, Cantu and Hyman aimed
“to empower coaches and parents to recognize and properly address concussions.”
Cantu is the leading expert on concussions in athletes, particularly young and
high school age athletes, and Hyman is a
sports journalist whose two sons played
baseball at Park.
A concussion is a “violent shaking of
the brain inside the skull,” Cantu said. It
“can be caused by rotational forces” or a
direct hit. The shaking affects the metabolism of the cells involved, and the nerve
cell cannot function properly.
There are 27 concussion symptoms, but
none alone indicate a concussion. Among
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these symptoms are headaches, dizziness,
memory problems, confusion, and difficulty paying attention. While most concussions clear within five to seven days,
“some brains show structural change,”
Cantu said, and those affected this way
never recover entirely.
Nationally, football, lacrosse, ice hockey, soccer, and field hockey account for a
large percentage of concussions. Women’s
soccer is responsible for twice as many
concussions as men’s soccer. At Park,
however, male and female soccer players
suffer from about the same number of concussions. Girls’ soccer players have had
26 concussions since 2010, while boys
have had 25.
Recently, athletes have taken to wearing soft headbands to prevent concussions, but “no one has ever proven that
they do anything other than possibly prevent cuts,” said athletic trainer Dan Lopez.
“Football helmets can’t prevent concussions,” and the soft headbands also cannot
prevent concussions.

“Concussion diagnoses are still advancing,” Lopez said. “It’s a good thing
that people are becoming more vigilant
and taking necessary steps to prevent
more serious consequences, but it’s very
important that young students especially
take personal responsibility and report
symptoms and take care of themselves.”
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Dr. Robert Cantu demonstrates exercises to strengthen athletes’ necks,
which can prevent concussions.

Sussing out sports
by Eric Sussman‘13
The day after Kansas City Chief’s
linebacker Jovan Belcher took the life
of his girlfriend and later himself, leaving their three-month old daughter orphaned, the football team decided to go
through with the game as planned. Even
though Belcher committed suicide in the
parking lot of the stadium and in front
of his head coach, general manager and
linebacker coach, few questioned the
controversial decision to play the game
anyway.
Although a tragedy of this magnitude
has never happened at Park and hopefully never will, the decision about when to
suspend games, or slow down, plagues
our school, especially during the winter
season.
Over the course of the four-month
season, the Girls’ Varsity Indoor Soccer team encounters many games that
are of minimal competition. Beating
teams 5-1 and 10-0 already this season,
the girls have had to pull back their offense within the first few minutes and,
in the 10-0 match, completely stopped
attempting to score by halftime. Rather,
they focused on passing and using the
walls, shooting only when the opportunity presented itself.
The Boys’ Basketball team is less
fortunate. With a 35-second shot clock
installed this year, the Boys’ teams are
forced to play out the entire game continuing to shoot, further embarrassing
their opponents.
The problem is that both teams feel
the embarrassment. The losing team’s
pride is damaged. They feel worse when
they still can’t muster up any positive
results even against their opponent’s
lackadaisical effort. The winning team,
jeered at by spectators just for doing
what they are supposed to do, can’t
find any way to handle the situation.
The main issue is that of respect, which
plagues all levels of sports.
When the point of a game is for competition and to find out which team is
best, should anyone ever be entitled
to stop play, or should we change our
views of the gladiator-esque mentality
of athletics to incorporate more emotions?
The decision made by the Kansas
City Chiefs organization displayed a
major flaw in modern day sports. The
risk of losing the revenue from one football game was too great to even consider
postponing it for a few weeks to recognize this horrifying instance of domestic
violence.
With all the indecision about when
to postpone or suspend a game, or just
reel back scoring efforts, both at a high
school and a professional level, some
sort of agreement should be set about
when it’s not worth it to continue play.

12/11/2012 1:58:23 PM

