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This time last year--December 
6, 2007--tragedy struck Park 
School and the greater Baltimore 
community when Matthew Sam 
Young and his younger sister 
Mary Abigail were fatally in-
jured in a fi re that tore apart their 
house.  Their father Stephen was 
seriously injured, but eventually 
recovered.  Their mother Nancy 
was able to escape from the fi re.  

Despite fi refi ghters’ best ef-
forts, Abby died after being 
pulled out of the fire.  Matt 
was immediately taken to Sinai 
Hospital where he remained in 
critical condition with detrimen-
tal swelling to his brain caused by 
smoke inhalation.  On December 
8, Matt’s condition became too 
severe to treat and he too died.

The morning of December 
6 will be imbedded in Park’s 
history as a day of despair.  
Matt was one of those kids 
who touched everyone he came 
in contact with.  He was an 
excellent student, dedicated ath-
lete, a phenomenal musician, 

and above all a great friend.  
At class meeting Monday, De-

cember 8, 2008, the Class of 2010 
gathered in the black box theater to 
remember Matt.  His parents and 
sister Carrie ’07, also attended.

After presentations by Upper 
School Principal Mike McGill, 
English teacher Kirk Wulf, and a 

cello performance by music teach-
er Doug Jameson, Associate Head 
of School Louise Mehta asked the 
assembled to recall stories about 
Matt to share with his family.  

Friends, teachers, and Matt’s 
dad talked about Matt’s uncanny 
ability to connect with anyone 
through his humor, authentic-

ity, individuality, and wit.  He 
made people feel comfortable 
in uncomfortable situations.  
He was smart and funny, and 
loved to poke gentle fun. He 
was brainy and academically tal-
ented, but knew everything about 
The Simpsons and Family Guy.  

Matt worked hard for all his 

classes, and allocated time to 
tutor his peers.  On the lacrosse 
field, Matt put in the most ef-
fort.  He ran to every groundball 
and was never afraid to face 
any opponent.  Matt was also 
dedicated to issues surrounding 
diversity. In 2006 he attended 
the National Student Diversity 
Leadership Conference held 
in Seattle. Matt was sincerely 
dedicated to universal equality.  

While he was alive, Matt af-
fected the entire Park community. 
After his passing, his presence 
was felt even more. Throughout 
the tragedy, kids pulled together 
to support one another in new 
ways. The effect was most evi-
dent in Matt’s grade, the Class 
of 2010. Almost everyone in the 
grade was together to comfort 
each other throughout the dev-
astating weekend that followed 
the fi re.  Many gathered again on 
Matt’s birthday, June 27, and  on 
December 6.  Despite his physi-
cal absence, Matt’s sprit was able 
to strengthen bonds within the 
grade, and create new friendships. 

His presence is still felt today 
and he touched the lives of us 
all. Matt will be missed forever.   

The Upper School will recog-
nize the inauguration of Barack 
Obama as the 44th president of 
the United States on January 20, 
2009 by providing an opportu-
nity for students and faculty to 
view the day’s events at school. 

Park’s administration rec-
ognizes that most Americans 
appreciate the historic circum-
stances and have witnessed 
students’ extraordinary interest 
in this past election. “I think 
many of us didn’t know that 
we would ever see an Afri-
can American president,” said 
Head of School Dan Paradis.

Mike McGill, Upper School 
Principal, said that soon after the 
election students began looking 
forward to Inauguration Day, 
which happens to coincide with 
the fi rst day of second semester. 
Although school will be in ses-
sion, McGill noted that, “Given 

the historic nature of this par-
ticular day, the Upper School 
will be modifying the schedule 
so that everyone will have an op-
portunity to view the swearing-in 
and the attendant ceremonies.” 

“There clearly is a lot of ex-
citement here on campus about 
plugging into what is going on 
that day,” added Paradis. He also 
said that the discussion of how to 
structure the day began with the 
principals, each of whom agreed 
to focus on his or her division.

Students and faculty attended 
a meeting Friday to plan the 
school day.  On Inauguration 
Day, everyone will be able to 
watch the events on television.  
Other ideas that are being con-
sidered include: watching past 
Inaugurations and/or reading past 
Inaugural speeches for compari-
son, and having group discussions 
after the Inaugural speech. 

A number of other possibili-
ties surfaced in the meeting.  

History teachers might offer an 
assembly on the signifi cance of 
the day, or English teachers might 
talk about what makes Obama’s 
oratorical skills extraordinary.  
Also, opportunities for commu-
nity service could be arranged. 

Another idea is to have kids 
who are in the same grades as 
Obama’s daughters write to 
Malia and Sasha wishing them 
well. Upper School students 
may meet with Lower School 
students to teach them about the 
importance of the day’s events.

Dean of Students Traci Wright 
suggested that Upper School 
clubs such as Habitat, Jewish 
Culture, Black Male Forum, 
and Model UN may want to fo-
cus on the effect of the Obama 
presidency on their core issues.  

Different activities may be or-
ganized depending on the outcome 
of upcoming planning meetings.  
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As a dedicated reader of Park’s monthly 
Postscript, I found the November 25th (Vol 
LXIX Issue No. 3) compilation of school 
news, national news, and commentary to 
be your most enlightening and absorbing 
printing of recent times. While most of 
the topics put forward in each issue are 
significant for the Park community, it 
is clearly the outstanding journalism this 
issue presents in particular that could 
easily be appreciated by and relevant 
for a much wider audience. From 
Ken Greller ’s droll sophistication, 

to Daniel Tsemach’s well-articulated 
thoughtfulness, to Mariama Eversley’s 
moving description, The Postscript now, 
more than ever, is cultivating a cadre of 
writers who can produce a paper that 
is a read worthy of any seasoned news 
hound. Perhaps someday this generation 
of  Postscript journalists will be the ones to 
reignite an increased respect for the world-
wide print media. Thank you.   
     
   --Jennifer L. Meyerhoff, Parent

To The Editors:

Mrs. Scherr boils the Park philosophy 
down to its essentials – don’t get irritated, 
and enjoy everybody. Despite the noise 
and chaos constantly swirling around her 
desk and the incessant demands upon her 
for help and information, she’s unfl ap-
pable and accommodating. 

Kids scream at each other in the hall; 
teachers destroy the copy machine but 
need copies right away for class; the 
phone rings; visitors ask for directions; 
people pass her scribbled sheets of an-
nouncements – all at once, all day long – 
yet she seems to welcome everything and 
everyone. 

She hears horrendous jokes, awful sto-
ries, foul imprecations as kids on breaks 
or during free periods cluster near her 
desk, but she rarely displays the righ-
teous indignation that so many adults use 
to shield themselves from the hi-jinks of 
kids. Evidently she actually likes the little 

varmints, just as all adults in a progressive 
institution should.

 Shirley puts up with the teachers’ 
foibles, too, although teachers are much 
less adorable as they curse the copy ma-
chines, turn in their reports late, forget 
appointments, or demand information im-
mediately that they should have asked for 
weeks ago. And regardless of the fact that 
every day for 25 years, John Roemer has 
forgotten to take attendance or put up an 
absentee list, she smiles sweetly and waits 
again for him to check his roll book.  Em-
bodying the school’s philosophy of “posi-
tive expectations,” Shirley has continued 
to act toward others with “kindness and 
concern,” although she has encountered 
“self-indulgence, disorder, and untidi-
ness” more often than most zoo keepers 
or parole offi cers. She’s the progressive 
answer to sainthood.

     --John Roemer, Upper School History

Keep up the good work, Postscript

Shirley Scherr embodies Park’s philospohy

A job well done

cartoon by Kayla Bruun ‘09

Shirley Scherr has made her presence felt in the Upper School. At her desk in 
front of the principal’s offi ce, she gives off a warmth that affects everyone around 
her. Her remarkable ability to know every student extends past matching names to 
faces: she knows who we are as people; she cares about the details of our lives that 
would seem insignifi cant to others, and most remarkably, she actually likes us. 

Surrounded by X-block chaos, seniors going wild on their last day of school, 
and Brown and White Day madness, Mrs. Scherr holds her composure and never 
wavers. If anything could drive a nice person running, the high noise levels and 
pandemonium of the Upper School would surely be it. In a school where there are 
few rules and literally thousands of conversations taking place in the hallways and 
around her desk, Mrs. Scherr absorbs it all with poise.  

But even our best people are entitled to retire.  And certainly Mrs. Scherr de-
serves to spend time not handing out late notes, not asking teachers for missing 
reports, not calling home to see why kids are absent, and not checking the status of 
Mr. McGill’s cookie jar.

Amidst all of the sentimental goodbyes and outpourings of love for Mrs. Scherr, 
we would like to acknowledge that she is someone who has done her job remark-
ably well. We appreciate all the hard work that she has done for the past 33 years, 
and for that, we say thank you.
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In early November, the Up-
per School watched as Mark 
Plakotoris ’12 maneuvered his 
unicycle across the Meyerhoff 
Theater stage during assembly. 
After hearing the gasps and 
wows of the audience, Plakoto-
ris announced that he would be 
starting a Circus X-block club.

Plakotoris taught himself 
how to ride a unicycle. Though 
he has owned a unicycle since 
he was younger, he really start-
ed to pursue it three years ago. 
In addition to just riding the 

On December 2, the Commit-
tee for Student Support (CSS) 
hosted a ninth grade dinner to 
welcome the new students to 
the Upper School and to discuss 
risky behavior in the community.

Cody Tracey ‘11, a member 
of CSS, said the night was a to-
tal success. “Everyone took it 
really seriously,” he said. “We 
even got feedback from par-
ents, and they all said that the 
dinner turned out really well.” 

The night was broken down 
into four different sessions. The 
fi rst session was a Walk the Line 
activity, in which students were 
confronted with certain situa-

Herbert Lee, known to every-
one as Mr. Herbert, has decided 
to retire without fanfare in the 
middle of this school year. As 
a dedicated member of the fa-
cilities staff, Mr. Herbert has 
loved his job ever since he be-
gan working at Park in 1992.

Lee’s retirement came as a 
surprise to both the Park commu-
nity and to himself. Recently, Mr. 
Herbert’s wife Priscena broke 
her hip when she tripped and fell 
in their house in Perry Hall. Al-
though Mr. Herbert said she will 
be “just fi ne,” he is still leaving 
to help take care of her. His last 
day will be December 31, 2008.

This will be Mr. Herbert’s 
“second retirement,” the fi rst 
being from Verizon.  Right af-
ter high school, Lee was in the 
navy for three years. He worked 
as a border technician aboard the 

unicycle, Plakotoris has mas-
tered riding with one foot and 
doing a 180 degree jump in 
the air. He is currently work-
ing on other tricks, and he has 
participated in a few circus per-
formances at his summer camp.

The club has only met twice 
this year. Though the members 
will mainly focus on unicy-
cling and juggling, Plakotoris 
would also like to incorporate 
other circus skills. “I think it 
will be fun and people will 
learn different activities than 
what they’re used to,” he said. 

M. Plakotoris ‘12 learned how to ride a unicycle three years 
ago.  

photo by J. Patterson ‘10

by Eva Zenilman ‘09

tions and asked to rate them as 
risky or not. The second activ-
ity was a Normative Beliefs 
Discussion, in which students 
were surveyed about their per-
ceptions of Upper School be-
havior.  This was followed by 
Role-Plays to practice confront-
ing friends, and Girl and Guy 
Talks, a gender based activity. 

Driven completely by student 
initiative, activities were led 
solely by students; adults weren’t 
present for any group discussions. 

Julia Kaufman ‘12 attended 
the dinner. “I think it cleared 
up a lot of things that many 
people think you have to do. 
The discussion leaders were so 
honest and helpful,” she said. 

According to Upper School 
Counselor Krista Dhruv, who 
is also a faculty representative 
for CSS, the dinner was a way 
to bridge relationships between 
ninth graders and upperclassmen. 
The dinner also allowed open 
discussion between peers, and 
gave ninth graders insightful tips 
about risky behavior, she added. 

The event received enough 
positive feedback that CSS is 
planning another dinner and 
discussion event for spring.

 “I hope even more students 
will participate next time,” 
said Adrienne Tarver ‘10, a 
member of CSS. “It was re-
ally constructive, but a lot of 
fun at the same time,” she said.

Offi cial Federal Government Inau-
guration plans have just begun to take 
shape. The theme of the entire event is 
“Renewing America’s Promise,” an idea 
that Obama stressed during the campaign. 

On January 18, a welcoming event is 
scheduled for visitors to  Washington, 
D.C. The following day will be devoted 
to a service project in honor of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day. On the day of 
the Inauguration, the Mall will be open 

to accommodate the huge crowds ex-
pected. The oath of offi ce will take 
place on the western steps of the Capi-
tol, followed by a parade to the White 
House, with Inaugural Balls that evening.

Obama and his administration hope 
to be as inclusive as possible throughout 
the celebration. In a statement released 
by the Presidential Inaugural Commit-
tee, Obama said, “At this moment of 
great challenge and great change, renew-
ing the promise of America begins with 
renewing the idea that in America, we 
rise or fall as one nation and one people.” 

Park hopes to refl ect this idea of inclu-
siveness in its recognition of Inauguration 
Day. Paradis expressed his thoughts on 
the importance of differing opinions and 
of having an atmosphere that welcomes 
discussion: “Everything that the school 
does to encourage interest and debate 
about the topic of the election is good for 
the country and the school.  It’s impor-
tant to challenge one another’s opinion.” 

One of Paradis’ favorite quotes 
is by Thomas Jefferson: “I may not 
agree with what you say but I will de-
fend to the death your right to say it.”

INAUGURATION cont’d  from p.1

Circus club ‘cycles’ 
its way to X-block

Chuck Kennedy/MCT
Workers prepare the site of President-
elect Barack Obama’s inauguration on 
the West Front of the Capitol, Thursday, 
December 4, 2008 in Washington D.C. 

by Alec Ring ‘11

by Jeremy Winer ‘10

Support group hosts dinner and 
discussion for ninth grade class

Mr. Herb retires this month

Committee plans for inauguration day at school

P.D. 31 Point Defi ance which 
was stationed in Longbeach, 
California. In 1964, Mr. Herbert 
got a job with Verizon where 
he worked for most of his life. 
The company offered an early 
retirement program, and Lee 
accepted when he was just 47.

As a side job, singing has al-
ways been a major part of Mr. 
Herbert’s life. For years, he has 
been singing at weddings, on 
cruise ships and at other events. 
He loves being on stage, hear-
ing the applause and, most im-
portantly, the joy he brings to 
others through his music. Sing-
ing, he said, is just another 
part of him. Mr. Herbert sings 
all types of music, but his fa-
vorites are gospel and ballads.   

Mr. Herbert’s favorite job 
on campus is to recycle pa-
per. It’s good for the environ-
ment, and when people recycle, 
“you get to go into every room 

and talk to everyone,” said 
Mr. Herbert. He loves the at-
mosphere on campus and just 
likes to meet and help people.   

Mr. Herbert will be deeply 
missed in the Park community. 
“His singing always cheers me 
up,” said Hannah Mitchell ’10, 
she recalled last Valentine’s 
Day when the Eight Notes were 
singing to the facilities staff. 
Mr. Herbert joined the girls and 
started harmonizing with them. 
“It was really sweet and cool,” 
said Mitchell. “He has a way 
of making people feel happy,” 
said Molly Wassel ’10. “He 
always gives me a big smile, 
and that puts one on my face.”

“Park School is a place where 
I can leave here and come back 
a hundred times,” said Mr. Her-
bert. Even in retirement, Mr. 
Herbert will defi nitely come 
back to visit and lift every-
one’s spirit like he always does.   
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Many Upper School students 
have recently expressed con-
cern in response to false rumors 
that the administration is look-
ing to eliminate all Advanced 
Placement (AP) and acceler-
ated classes. The administra-
tion, however, is not planning on 
changing courses, but is discuss-
ing revising some course names. 

For many years, Park has de-
bated the idea of whether or not 
to offer AP classes. In order for 
a class to be AP, it must follow 
strict guidelines set forth by the 
College Board of Education, 
a national association “whose 
mission is to connect students 
to college success and oppor-
tunity” (College Board web-
site). The textbooks, teacher, 

and course content must be ap-
proved by the company in or-
der to be affi rmed an AP class. 

“As a progressive school, 
it is un-Park-like to compro-
mise our teaching philosophies 
for such a rigid program,” 
said Co-Director of College 
Counseling Tina Forbush. 

Currently, Park offers only fi ve 
AP classes—Spanish, French, Eu-
ropean History, and Music The-
ory, which is only offered every 
other year. Administrators pro-
pose that these classes be called 
“accelerated,” instead of AP. 

However, many administra-
tors argue that many of Park’s 
classes, despite not bearing the 
AP trademark, prepare students 
for the AP exams. “Students 
who take classes such as Phys-
ics with Calculus, Advanced 
Calculus, Computer Science 

and Environmental Science his-
torically do quite well on the 
exams,” explained Principal 
McGill. “In addition, many stu-
dents sit for the AP English ex-
ams. Success depends on having 
read widely and having learned 
to write a solid essay—not on 
specifi c content,” he added.

“To colleges, the small num-
ber of AP classes that are of-
fered makes us look like a 
school that doesn’t take itself 
intellectually seriously,” said 
Forbush. “Most schools of-
fer either no APs or a lot.” 

The AP classes also add con-
fusion to Park’s leveling sys-
tem.  Colleges calculating GPAs 
will examine the transcripts of 
Park students and give more 
weight to classes marked AP. 

“Often you end up with 
strange situations, for example 

on a college transcript a student 
receives more credit for AP 
classes than accelerated ones,” 
said McGill.  “I would argue, 
though, that many accelerated 
classes are at least as rigorous 
as AP classes and shouldn’t 
receive less credit,” he said. 

Other strange examples in-
clude AP Spanish or French 
and AP Calculus, both of which 
receive more credit than the 
“Post-AP” language classes and 
Abstract Algebra or Advanced 
Calculus. Although students take 
these challenging classes after the 
APs, colleges weigh them less.  

By changing the names of 
classes such as AP Calculus to 
Accelerated Calculus, the cours-
es will receive equal weight on 
college transcripts. The change 
in title will not change the course 
itself. Students taking previously 

named AP classes will continue 
to be able to take the AP exams.

“The examples of where 
we’ve moved in this direction 
already are in science where we 
removed the AP label from En-
vironmental Science because of 
the discrepancy between it and 
Accelerated Chemistry,” said 
McGill. “Another reason for 
the change was our reservations 
about student motives for enroll-
ing in the class. After the label 
was removed, interest in the 
class dropped by half,” he added.

Park is not the only inde-
pendent school to consider re-
naming its AP classes. Many 
schools across the nation, in-
cluding Phillip Exeter Acad-
emy, Ethical Culture Field-
ston School, and Germantown 
Friends School, have already 
eliminated these designations.

On Thursday December 4, six 
students and nine teachers depart-
ed for the fi fteenth annual People 
of Color Conference (POCC), 
and National Student Diversity 
Leadership Conference (SDLC) 
in New Orleans. While both con-
ferences are geared towards un-
derstanding diversity, the POCC 
is for teachers and faculty of col-
or and the SDLC is for students 
who attend independent schools. 

Park teachers from all divi-
sions—Anand Thakker, Monica 
West, and Traci Wright from 
Upper School; Elizabeth Hol-
lister and Charene Potts from 
Middle School, and Kim-
berly Collins, Obi Okobi,  
and Kirk LaRue from Lower 
School—attended the POCC. 

Monica West noted that the 
conference helped her to  im-
prove her teacher-leadership 
skills, and her teacher-student 
connections while being so-
cially aware and sensitive to 
diversity in the classroom. 

Juniors Christina Cubera, 
Monica Kessler, Jasmine Al-
len, Rachel Shapiro, and Seniors 
Anna Kleinsasser, and Dawn 
Lee, attended the student con-

ference along with about 13,000 
others from around the country. 

Each day, the group would 
get up around 6:00 a.m. to eat 
breakfast and to walk to the con-
vention center by 8:30 a.m. to 
begin the conference. The day, 

packed with diversity related 
activities, ended at 11:00 p.m. 

The activities varied in topics 
including socio-economics, race, 
and sexual orientation. In one 
activity, students were asked to 
place themselves on a spectrum 

by Emma Gross ‘11

of disagree to agree after being 
asked 12 questions. For example, 
they were asked if homosexuality 
was accepted at school. The stu-
dents then got a visual sense of 
how schools varied and the differ-
ent problems students might face. 

Another activity that Park 
students enjoyed was affi nity 
groups—groups of students who 
share a common background. 
“It was the fi rst time I was sur-
rounded by people that had the 
same experiences as me—they 
became my family,” said Cubera. 

The groups listened to older 
mixed-race people discussing 
their experiences about what it 
was like growing up as a child.  
“Nobody looked similar but I felt 
totally comfortable,” said Kessler. 

The conference attendees 
were also moved by the key note 
speaker, a Puerto Rican poet 
Mayda Du Valle who spoke about 
her experience being a woman 
of color. “She was very dy-
namic and moved the audience,” 
said Kessler. Kessler would 
like to bring the poet to Park.

Another highlight of the con-
ference was a speech by actor 
Sidney Poitier who also spoke 
to teachers and students about 
how education shaped his life. 

Next year’s conference is 
scheduled for early December 
in Denver, Colorado.   “Park 
kids should take advantage of 
this [opportunity]—you come 
back as a changed person. I 
feel empowered to change 
the world,” said Cubera.

photo by M. West

D. Lee ‘09, R. Shapiro ‘10, C. Cubera ‘10, J. Allen ‘10, M. Kessler ‘10, A. Kleinsasser ‘09 repre-
sented Park at the Student Diversity Leadership Conference in New Orleans. 

by Mariama Eversley ‘10

Administration pushes for course name revisions

Faculty and students further diversity study
National Student Diversity Leadership Conference  ‘empowers’ Park students
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It’s the latest arthritis inducing 
sensation sweeping Park School.  
You guessed it, the lax snap.  
Why people do it, nobody will 
ever know; but we do know that it 
has become an epidemic with no 
apparent cure.  Everywhere you 
look fi ngers are being snapped, 
especially among freshman boys 
but even in the far stretches of the 
middle school.  I have even found 
myself doing it without think-
ing.  No one knows when this 
fad will end, but as long as it’s 
around I will be sure to oppose it.

If you’re not a member of the 
Park upper school, you are prob-
ably wondering by now, “What 
the heck is a lax snap?” Allow me 
to explain.  It’s a quick, fl icking 
motion of the index fi nger against 

the pressed together thumb and 
middle fi nger.  There are varia-
tions of loudness and speed, and 
some people even use both hands 
at the same time, but the general 
idea is the same throughout.  

The gesture originated with 
tobacco dippers who tapped on 
the can to make the dip fi t in 
their mouths.  It’s not clear how 
it started at Park, but we do know 
that it started among lacrosse 
players, hence the name Lax 
Snap (in case you didn’t know, 
“lax” is an abbreviation for “la-
crosse”).  Some have said that 
there is a resurgence of dipping 
tobacco use among lacrosse play-
ers, across the nation and at Park.  
It is used in various contexts, 
usually in place of saying “got-
cha,” “I told you so,” “in your 
face,” or “awesome.”  It’s really 
quite obnoxious and annoying.

Some teachers are taking 
a stance against the lax snap.  
Many, including English teach-
er Howard Berkowitz, have 
banned the use of it from their 
classroom.  “As soon as I found 
out it was called the lax snap, I 
knew to ban it,” said Berkowitz.  
The main reason for Berkow-

itz’s distaste for the gesture 
was the “frat house feeling” it 
evoked, something he described 
as “masculine, clubby, cliqu-
ish, aggressive, and militaristic.”

Beyond its negative impli-
cations and fl at-out stupidity, 

the lax snap 
surely can’t be 
good for your 
joints.  I would ven-
ture to guess that it has 
the same effect as cracking 
your knuckles repeatedly very 
hard and fast, but also on your 
wrist.  Arthritis is defi nitely not 
out of the question for lax snap-
pers.  While it may seem cool 
or fun now, which it certainly 
is not, there is no doubt it can 
lead to problems, however mi-
nor they may be, in the future.

Lax snapping is a craze that 
spans all grades and social 
groups.  Athletes and nerds alike 
are all hooked on lax snapping.  
At this point, I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if I saw a lower schooler 
doing it.  Fans of the gesture 
are most likely wondering what 
my problem is or why I can’t let 

people do what they want.  I’ll 
tell you, it makes you look 

like an idiot, no matter 
how intelligent you are 

(and trust me, I have 
seen many intelli-
gent people do the 
lax snap).  There is 
no point in doing 

it.  You should 
use your 

words to 
express 
w h a t 
you’re 
f e e l -

ing, not a mindless gesture.  
Let me give you an example: 

You’re arguing with your know-
it-all friend who is convinced 
that he is right.  But, you make 
an amazing point and make him 
look like an idiot.  Most peo-
ple’s instinct would be to lax 

snap.  Instead, you should use 
words to show your excitement.  

So, as is customary in my col-
umn, we’ve come to the section 
that tells you what you should 
do.  It would be great if every-
one stopped doing the lax snap 
and told anyone who continued 
to stop.  I realize, however, that 
this will not happen.  So I’ll be 
reasonable; no one has to stop 
lax snapping.  You do have to 
recognize that there are people 
who see how stupid it looks and 
how pointless and harmful it is.

But, if you share my opinion 
on lax snapping and are long-
ing for something to do about 
it, I’ll give it to you: make the 
lax snap opposers the majority.  
Many people began lax snap-
ping because their friends were 
doing or it looked cool.  If there 
are more people who think it 
looks stupid than those who do 
it, it will become extinct.  The 
people who do the lax snap are 
more visible and attention grab-
bing than those who oppose 
it; if the opposers are loud and 
stop lax snapping in its tracks, it 
will become more common and 
the lax snap will be no more. 

photo by M. Gold ‘10

by Blake Pruitt ‘11

Taking away AP classes is 
a bad idea.  Currently, we have 
fi ve AP classes, all of which give 
our students an advantage in the 
college process. The curricula for 
AP Calculus and AP European 
History are liked by their teach-
ers – there isn’t much they would 
change if they had the choice.  
AP Spanish and AP French play 
important roles in helping stu-
dents study for the AP tests; do-
ing well on the tests may allow 
students to skip their fi rst year of 
college Spanish or French, which 
the average Park student would 
fi nd to be monotonous review.

At a meeting with the Senate 
last Monday, Mike McGill and 
Dan Paradis said one of the main 
reasons for removing the last AP 
classes is that it we would be-
come more internally coherent, 
and we would look better to pro-

spective parents.  This is foolish.
Our policies should not be 

based on what’s good for the ad-
missions crew; our school exists 
to serve students, not our propa-
gandistic admissions department.  
As for the internal consistency 
argument, there is no reason to 
seek consistency at the risk of 
losing quality.  If individual AP 
classes are useful, they should be 
kept.  To sacrifi ce AP classes to 
some altar of conformity hurts 
both our students and our school.  

Furthermore, if the classes are 
AP classes, they should be called 
AP.  There is no need to disguise 
them under the label of “acceler-
ated.”  Accelerated and AP have 
different meanings; to lump them 
together while allegedly keeping 
the same curriculum is wrong.

Secondly, we were presented 
with a false dichotomy – either 
colleges will continue to mis-
judge the sum total of all of our 
classes due to the limited number 

of APs we offer, or they will start 
understanding the Park system 
once we remove AP classes.  This 
is mistaken.  If colleges are going 
to misjudge our classes when we 
have APs, they will become even 
more confused after we combine 
the AP and Accelerated labels.

Since AP and Accelerated are 
simply not the same thing, they 
might start assuming we have no 
AP classes at all.  Yet, this will 
be false since we will continue to 
maintain our current AP classes 
with roughly the same curricu-
lum, just with different names.  
As a result, our school’s program 
will be refl ected even worse af-
ter we take away AP classes.

AP classes and tests serve 
a benefi cial role to students.  I 
have a family friend who went 
to Pikesville High – he took a lot 
of AP classes and tests, and these 
gave him a boost in college.  
Now he will be able to graduate 
at least a semester early, and pos-

sibly a year early.  This means 
students could move on to other 
parts of their lives more quickly; 
we also can’t forget the signifi -
cant amount of money that could 
be saved by graduating early.  

After we take away the AP 
designation, the classes will 
probably stay roughly the same.  
However, in the long run, these 
classes will move away from the 
AP curriculum and “teaching to 
the test.”  Park students will stop 
taking the AP tests, reducing 
their chances of getting into their 
top choices for college.  If they 
do get in, they’ll have to take 
boring Freshmen Seminars that 
teach nothing students coming 
from Park don’t already know; 
their college experiences will be 
worse than if we had kept APs.

What’s worse, is that if stu-
dents want to take AP tests, they’ll 
have to study more on their own, 
causing more stress and reducing 
the quality of schoolwork.  The 

trouble isn’t the simple name 
change, but what will come of it.  
There is no reason to change the 
status quo; AP classes that ex-
ist are considered useful by the 
teachers.  Yes, there will be a bit 
more paperwork for those class-
es, but that’s what teachers do.  

What’s more, the curricula 
will take less time to create since 
they’re basically pre-fabricated, 
and that will surely make up for the 
extra minutes they’ll spend get-
ting their classes “AP Certifi ed.”

If broad student majorities sup-
ported removing AP, it would be 
understandable if the administra-
tion decided to remove them.  But 
if the school foists these changes 
upon an unwilling student body, 
it will be the worst example of 
a busybody administration forc-
ing “progressive” changes upon 
a population that doesn’t wish 
for them. After all, what’s less 
progressive than dictating poli-
cies to an un-consulted public?

by Jesse Orr ‘11

The LAX snap: How dumb can you be?

AP designation clarifi es curriculum



The Postscript | December 17, 2008
Commentary

page 6

Once, during freshman year, 
I missed a day of school to visit 
family in New York. A week 
before my departure, I had to 
fi ll out a “permission to be away 
form” with all six of my teach-
ers’ signatures of approval. On 
Monday when I returned to 
school, I was expected to catch 
up on all the work I missed. 

Many students are planning 
to miss school to watch Obama’s 
historical inauguration. While 
Mr. McGill told me they would 
have to follow the standard pro-
cedure for a missed day, these 
students aren’t going to have 
anything to make up; the reason 
being we aren’t going to have a 
normal school day. Instead, the 
day will be devoted to watch-
ing Obama as he makes history.  

The inauguration of the fi rst 
black president is important, but 
so is my education. Any student 
who wants to skip school has the 
right to make that decision for 
himself. There will be students 
who choose to come to school, 
and these students deserve to 
have a normal day. Howard 

Berkowitz told me that he, and 
other members of the English 
department, do not plan to have 
normal classes on inauguration 
day.  Berkowitz told me jokingly, 
“I’ll let my class watch [the in-
auguration] or we’ll play some 
game like boggle.” Needless to 
say, this will not be a normal 
English class. January 20 is also 
the fi rst day of the new semester 
and usually not a day to miss. 
Students who do attend 
class have the right 
to have a normal day, 
while the ones who 
miss school should 
make up the work.

There are also sev-
eral teachers planning 
to skip school and head 
on down to The Mall. 
One Park parent stated that 
she thought the situation 
was unacceptable. When she 
drops her child off at school, she 
expects teachers to be present 
unless they have a serious excuse, 
such as illness or family issues. 

Allowing teachers to cut 
school for the inauguration fur-
ther cements our liberal bias. I 
can guarantee any students who 
speak out against Obama while 

watching the inauguration will 
be shot down by fellow students 
or teachers who actually show up.  

If McCain had won, would 

we be so open to the idea of 
changing our day to witness the 
inauguration? Every person who 
was asked this question answered 

the same way: no. McCain’s win-
ning would not have granted our 
community an excuse to have a 
worthless school day even though 
Sarah Palin would have been 
the fi rst female Vice President.

 It’s also important to real-
ize that Obama did not run his 
campaign on the principle of 
race. In fact, neither candidate 
considered it a key factor. Saying 
we’re only having a different 

day to mark the inaugura-
tion of the fi rst black 

president actually 
goes against  the 
Obama campaign. 
I f  w e  w o u l d n ’ t 
have changed our 
day for McCain, it 
would be hypocriti-

cal to change our 
d a y  f o r  O b a m a .

January 20, 2009 
should be recognized as 

a normal school day, and 
those who choose not to 

attend should have to make 
up their work as is standard 

on any other day. Otherwise, if 
teachers and administrators have 
decided that the inauguration 
is more important than school, 
we should have the day off. 

Inauguration is a regular school day

Sure George Bush won’t have 
a great post-presidential career 
akin to that of Carter or Clinton; 
a speaking tour is definitely 
out and he isn’t truly capable 
of doing anything other than 
managing a Dunkin’ Donuts. A 
Dunkin’ that would invade the 
Burger King at the other end of 
the strip mall, after Co-Manager 
Bush claimed it threatened store 
security.  But Bush is still hav-
ing fun in offi ce.  He’s bought 
100,000 acres of land in Cha-
co, Paraguay, and gets to show 
Obama around the White House.  
However, he is still the President, 
and before he can permanently 
lounge about in Crawford, or 
fl ee to South America to avoid 
being prosecuted for war crimes, 
he has to dole out pardons.

Presidential pardons have 
been present in the United States’ 
government since its forma-
tion, with Washington giving 

the first pardon to the leaders 
of the Whiskey Rebellion.  The 
president can pardon anyone con-
victed of a federal crime without 
any justifi cation.  Pardons have 
ranged from the good: Carter 

granting amnesty to draft dodg-
ers, the bad: Nixon’s pardon of 
Jimmy Hoffa, and the completely 
bizarre: Carter’s pardon of Pe-
ter Yarrow, writer of “Puff, the 
Magic Dragon,” for “improper 

liberties” with a 14 year-old fan.
As the power of the execu-

tive branch increased, so did the 
number of convictions pardoned 
or commuted.  The use of par-
dons has been corrupted; what 
was once a process of correcting 
judicial blunders has become 
a tool for political expediency.  
“Humanity and good policy con-
spire to dictate, that the benign 
prerogative of pardoning should 
be as little as possible fettered 
or embarrassed,” stated Alexan-
der Hamilton in the Federalist 
Papers, which said that pardons 
should be limited.  But past 
presidents have issued pardons 
for brothers, staff, and those in-
volved in the Iran-Contra Affair.  
To quell the controversy over par-
dons, and to ensure that their use 
is virtuous, a system should be 
implemented to review pardons, 
and limit the number issued.

Usually, a president grants 
the most pardons at the end of 
his time in offi ce.  Giving a man 

whose political career is essen-
tially over the power to defy the 
Justice System is entirely foolish.  
There is a need for pardons, but 
there also needs to be an organi-
zation that can limit the power of 
the presidency.  Bush has already 
created such a large imbalance 
between the branches of govern-
ment that giving him free reign 
over federal prisoners is unwise.  
There needs to be a committee 
that has the power to review 
the president’s wishes in regard 
to pardons; this power should 
not be granted to any one man, 
for as Lord Acton said, “Power 
tends to corrupt, and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely.”  And 
while Bush is probably the last 
man you would want to decide 
these things, Obama’s power 
should also be restricted.  Uncon-
trolled presidential pardons are 
essentially a big screw you to the 
system of checks and balances 
the United States has, and they 
should not be allowed to continue.

Presidential pardons should be regulated

Eric Draper/The White House/MCT

by Adam Kelmenson ‘11

by Andrew Barry ‘11

President George W. Bush nears the end of his eight-year term.
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As Barack Obama publicizes his choic-
es for key cabinet positions, a growing 
group of Democrats is speaking up in 
dissent. They decry his nominees as 
Washington insiders and not true progres-
sives. From these observations some have 
drawn the conclusion that neither Barack 
Obama nor his cabinet are willing to bring 
about real change. Some worry that his 
mantra of change on the campaign trail 
was nothing more than a ploy to get votes. 
However, there is a much more logical and 
reassuring expla-
nation; Barack 
Obama wants to 
get things done.

O b a m a  h a s 
shown, time and 
again, that he is 
a realistic poli-
tician. While he 
has been called 
the most liberal 
senator, Obama’s 
record shows him 
to be practical. 
His pragmatism 
and willingness 
to compromise 
have sometimes 
a n g e r e d  l i b -
eral ideologues. 
F o r  i n s t a n c e , 
Obama supports 
clean coal en-
ergy, opposes gay marriage, and is very 
middle of the road in his economic 
policies. None of these stances make 
him popular with the liberal wing of the 
Democratic Party, yet the majority of 
Americans support them. This willingness 
to put reality over ideology is especially 
crucial in the tough times we live in.

Obama recognizes our current situa-
tion is far from ordinary and that he must 
sacrifi ce certain goals or desires in order to 
help America cope. He is willing to have a 
less liberal cabinet and to surround himself 
with people who do not agree on every is-
sue. This pragmatism is refl ected in every 
one of his astute cabinet picks. Instead 
of choosing a close friend without Wash-
ington experience as his Chief of Staff, 
Obama chose Rahm Emanuel. Emanuel’s 
tough style and familiarity with all aspects 
of Washington are exactly what Obama 
needs to enact the reforms he proposed on 
the campaign trail. Another savvy pick was 
Hilary Clinton. Clinton has been to over 
80 countries and spent eight years in the 
White House meeting innumerable foreign 
leaders and diplomatic offi cials. In addi-
tion to this invaluable experience she has 
eight years in the Senate, adding further 

experience. The list of excellent appoint-
ments continues with Bill Richardson, 
Timothy Geithner, Robert Gates, and more. 

What Obama has recognized, and is 
refl ected in his cabinet picks, is that get-
ting effective legislation passed must be 
the number one priority. More than help-
ing friends or appeasing factions, actual 
progress and success must be achieved. 
The way Obama appears to be going about 
his task is hiring experienced, smart, and 
reasonable people who have a history of 
getting things done. For example, both 
Clinton’s former deputy chief of staff, 

Rahm Emanuel, 
and Bush’s De-
fense Secretary, 
Robert  Gates , 
h a v e  s h o w n 
their effective-
ness. The ability 
to help America 
get through our 
current economic 
crisis and two on-
going wars trump 
p e t t y  p o l i t i -
cal differences. 
These choices re-
inforce Obama’s 
de terminat ion 
to enact change 
he believes in 
and his dedica-
tion to reform. 
When a leader 
chooses cabinet 

members based on merit ,  and not 
political pressure risking the dissatis-
faction of his party, it gives me hope. 
Hope that America can change course 
and head towards a brighter future. 

Obama makes Cabinet selections
Good choices Bad choices

It was a tremendous night for the United 
States. The country was on the path to be-
ing reborn from the ashes. Change was in 
the air and it looked like the wrongs of the 
past eight years were soon to be righted. 
Now only a few weeks away from that 
memorable night, and I have lost that new-
ly restored hope. President-Elect Obama’s 
cabinet choices show little change from 
past administrations; they don’t seem to be 
moving the country in the right direction. 

For his Secretary of State, Obama 
chose  H i l l a ry 
Clinton, his for-
mer opponent in 
the Democratic 
primaries. Yes, 
Senator Clinton 
has foreign pol-
icy experience, 
but like the last 
eight years,  i t 
shows experience 
isn’t everything. 
During the pri-
maries, Clinton 
stated that under 
no circumstances 
would she want to 
speak to Iranian 
leaders concern-
ing their nuclear 
aspirations with-
ou t  Bush- l ike 
precondi t ions . 
That doesn’t seem very diplomatic to 
me. Her most important foreign pol-
icy decision as senator, her Iraq war 
vote, or which she has refused to apolo-
gize, was a huge mistake.  This makes 
her qualifications to deal with foreign 
policy issues even more questionable. 

For defense, Obama chose current 
Secretary Robert Gates. I acknowledge 
that changing secretary of defense in the 
middle of two wars would make for an 
awkward transition, especially given the 
recent success in Iraq. One of the main 
themes of Obama’s campaign was to 
cut down on Washington spending. Hir-
ing a defense secretary who has done 
nothing in the last two years to reduce 
military funds is not the way to do it.

Obama’s choice for Attorney General is 
cause for concern as well. He chose Eric 
Holder. Holder seems to be someone who 
is trying to help America as he did during 
the Clinton administration, but he also has 
some drawbacks. As John Powell wrote in 
an article last Monday in the Detroit Free 
Press, “Holder rigorously supported the 
Patriot Act and its reauthorization, stating 
that dissenters and petty bureaucrats who 
might demand proper procedures should 

not be tolerated.” Former Bush Attorney 
Generals John Ashcroft and Alberto Gon-
zales made similar remarks that showed a 
lack of respect for the impact of the law 
on the American public. Attorney General 
nominee Eric Holder does not appear to 
be the kind of offi cial who will restore the 
rights taken away in the past eight years.

With the economy failing, it is impor-
tant that we get people with new ideas to 
help in the coming four years. This is why 
it is a shock that Obama chose Timothy F. 
Geithner as his Secretary of the Treasury. 
Geithner has the experience that is needed 

for a high profi le 
job, but his ex-
perience has not 
necessarily been 
of much help re-
cently. Geithner 
was president of 
the New York 
Federal Reserve 
and helped over-
see the collapse 
of Wall Street 
before being of-
fered a post in 
the Obama ad-
ministration. The 
economy and a 
change in Wall 
Street’s current 
policies were a 
major platform of 
the Obama-Biden 
ticket and keep-

ing someone who oversaw the crash is not 
changing Wall Street to protect Main Street. 

The Obama campaign talked of change 
in Washington and yet in his fi rst deci-
sions we see only the same old politics. 
A large number of his proposed cabinet 
appointees are from the Clinton admin-
istration, and one is a Clinton herself.   

A candidate who was so fi rmly com-
mitted to change should not forsake 
that for a moderate stance. America is 
in a time of crisis and change needs to 
be made. At a November 26 news con-
ference, Obama stated, “What we are 
going to do is combine experience with 
fresh thinking. But understand where 
the vision for change comes from first 
and foremost. It comes from me. That’s 
my job, to provide a vision in terms of 
where we are going and to make sure, 
then, that my team is implementing it.” 

So basically his cabinet is the ex-
perience, and he’ll make sure they 
make sure that each and every one of 
them is keeping their minds focused on 
change. The old Hannah Arendt state-
ment has never been truer:  “The most 
radical revolutionary will become a con-
servative the day after the revolution.”

by Alex Elias ‘11by Josh Potash ‘11

photo by J. Patterson ‘10 photo by J. Patterson ‘10

Zbigniew Bzdak/Chicago Tribune/MCT

President-elect Barack Obama 
announces Cabinet appointees.
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by Michael Gold ‘10

Last Friday, as the lights went down 
(and continued to go off and on periodi-
cally throughout the show) and as people 
piled into the Black Box Theater, emcees 
Ben Redgrave ‘10 and Jeremy Johnston ’10 
took the stage to welcome them all to the 
second Cabaret-Goldsoundz of the year.

The acoustic Cabaret portion of the 
night began with blues-regulars Ethan 
Rosenberg ’11, RJ Gitter ’12, Ben Sotak 
’11, and Nick Halle ’12 playing “Dirtball 
Blues” by Baltimore’s own The Bridge. 
Cabaret also featured newcomers Leah 
Shapiro ’12 and Becca Lane ’12, each 
performing fantastic renditions of The  
Beatles’ songs “The Long and Winding 
Road,” and “Blackbird,” respectively. 

Eyes, a duo comprised of Seniors 
Everett Rosenfeld and Noah Smith, 
performed two originals, and hosts Red-
grave and Johnston also performed two 
originals, along with one Mountain Goats 
song. The concert featured its regular 

Cabaret-Goldsoundz packs the house 
dose of cultural music with Vicki Myers 
’09 and the Klezbians playing two tunes 
each. The Cabaret portion of the night 
ended with the Ray Charles tune “I Got 
A Woman, What I’d Say” by Rosenberg, 
Cody Tracey ’11, and Nathan Shulkin ’09.

Then came electric Goldsoundz starting 

off with the unnamed band of Redgrave, 
Jacob Rosse ’09, Jake Mayers ’10, Evan 
Greenberg ’10, and Josh Sacks ’10, per-
forming “Don’t Panic” by Coldplay and 
then an absolutely incredible original 
song. Rosse and Sacks left the stage to 
be replaced by Johnston and Michael 

Gold ‘10 to perform “Hey” by the Pixies.
Then, something quite amazing hap-

pened. Something Goldsoundz has never 
seen before. Gitter and William Schneider 
’10 journeyed into the realm of television 
and played the Pokemon theme song—gui-
tar solo and Ash Ketchum hats included.

And what is Goldsoundz without a 
dance party on stage and someone taking 
off his shirt? Well, Kyle Long ’10 contin-
ued the tradition with “Play That Funky 
Music” and “It’s Tricky,” backed up by a 
portion of the Boys’ Cross Country team. 
To finish the night, Captain Ahab and 
the Moby Dicks came out to play two 
rockin’ Led Zeppelin tunes, one featur-
ing Gabe Acheson ‘12 on piano, and then 
a special extra song: “Vertigo” by U2.

Overall, this Cabaret-Goldsoundz 
was a huge success; there was a huge 
turnout and the Black Box was near 
maximum capacity, but I still encour-
age anyone and everyone who hasn’t 
been to a Goldsoundz to defi nitely come 
out and listen; I know you’ll enjoy it.

The Hippodrome has finally come 
through (11 weeks after the season open-
ing) and delivered a classic.  A Chorus 
Line, known for its riveting bluntness, 
comes to Baltimore with a “step, kick, 
kick, leap, kick, touch,” dancing its 
way through the hearts and minds of 
many.  The show is on a U.S. tour after 
having productions in Sydney, San Fran-
cisco, Belgrade and 6,137 performances 
on Broadway, making it one of the longest 
running productions in Broadway history.  
It became a hit with audiences thanks to 
its explicitness. Outspoken about issues 
of child abuse, homosexuality, and sex, 
the show touches people to the core and 
provokes thought and discussion well into 
the present day. Although fi rst produced 
in 1975, A Chorus Line still remains one 
of the most relevant American musicals, 
speaking to almost anyone who sees it.

Born of the ‘70s, A Chorus Line came 
to fruition after Michael Bennett (cho-
reographer of the original Broadway 
production) attended dancing classes at 
the Nickolaus Exercise Center on East 
23rd in New York.  The class was for 
Broadway dancers but was not particu-
larly exciting or interesting, except for 
the one class when Bennett brought a tape 
recorder.  The dancers sat down and told 
their life stories--no holding back--to the 
recorder and “A Chorus Line” was born.

 In the show, Zach (Sebastian La 

Cause), the dance instructor for the cho-
rus line, chooses 17 dancers out of which 
he will choose eight to be on the chorus 
line itself.  We watch Zach teach them 
moves and steps but that becomes boring 
fast and Zach tells them to stand in a line.  

He decides that to choose who will be 
on the chorus line, he needs to know not 
only who they are as dancers but also who 
they are as people.  He asks one-by-one 
how each of the dancers got into danc-
ing, what they had to endure and what 
they learned about themselves through 
the process.  Some of the responses are 
silly, some more serious, and others tear-
jerking.  The story of the character Paul 
coming to terms with his homosexuality 
and being accepted by his parents is espe-
cially heart-wrenching and hits home for 
all of us who are simply looking to make 
our parents proud.  The stunning Sheila 
tells a story of neglect because her father 
“wasn’t warm” and never thought Sheila 
or her mother were good enough for him. 

 Not only do the characters intrinsically 
impart empathy to the audience, but the 
simplicity of the set and design of the stage 
also intensifi es it, making the characters 
almost too real for comfort.  The set is as 
simple as can be: a stage, black and stained 
with foot scrapes and a mirror at the back.  
The mirror is divided into 17 panels, each 
one associated with its character, which 
can pivot to reveal another side with 
decorations and artwork or move forward, 
appearing to push the actors close enough 
for the audience to touch.  When they are 

in their normal position (mirrors facing the 
audience and at the back of the stage) they 
expose the backsides of the actors letting 
the audience see all parts, as if saying, 
“Here, see?  These are not cartoon char-
acters, they are 3-dimensional people.”

 And that’s what’s so great about the 
play.  They aren’t anything particularly 

by Geoff  Little ‘10

Classic A Chorus Line plays Hippodrome

photo courtesy http://www.cheltenham.org
A Chorus Line, by James Kirkwood Jr., Nicholas Dante, Edward Kleban and Marvin 
Hamlisch showed at the Hippodrome Theatre through December 14th.
special – they aren’t dance experts or 
famous singers, “but I couldn’t really 
sing! I could never really sing!  What I 
couldn’t do was sing!”  None of them 
are drop-dead gorgeous; they’re like you 
and me, just people… people with a pas-
sion.  We watch and listen as they recount 
how they found their passion in dancing, 
explaining, “What We Did For Love.”

 Finally, after each dancer has told his/
her story, the eight are chosen and become 

the chorus line while the other nine walk 
off dejected.  At the very end, though, they 
come out together dressed in fl ashy gold 
tuxedoes with top hats and batons.  The 
gold lighting and gold uniforms blend 
the identities of each of the performers 
becoming a faceless part of the ensemble, 
symbolizing the fact that at some point 

everyone feels the way they do, and en-
abling them to come together and form 
one nameless and faceless ensemble, 
demonstrated in the show’s fi nale, “One.”

At the very end, as the dancers begin to 
bow, the mirrors that were once at the back 
move to the center of the stage and the 
dancers to the farthest downstage as pos-
sible. Where once the mirrors refl ected the 
backs of the dancers, the audience members 
look into the mirrors and see themselves.

photo by R. Shapiro ‘10
A group of students dances on stage as K. Long ‘10 and other Boys’ Cross 
Country members perform “Play That Funky Music”.
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Short and Sweet
Quantum of Solace: 007 #22
by Eskender McCoy ‘10

B+
Call of Duty 5: World at War
by Scott Lessans ‘10
    When I fi rst got Call of Duty 
5, World at War, I was surprised 
not only that it was set dur-
ing WWII but that it was made 
by Treyarch. Call of Duty 4, 
which was about modern war-
fare, was developed by Infi nity 
Ward. Since it was a huge suc-
cess I was surprised that Activi-
sion changed a partnership that 
had already proven successful. 
Even so, when it was released I 
went to the closest Best Buy and 
forked over $60 for the game.
    Getting back into the World 
War II mindset took a while.  
The fi rst few levels I found frus-
trating as all the cool modern 
gear and weapons available in 
the old game hadn’t yet been 
invented. However, the single 
player campaign mode proved 
itself to be much better than 
expected. It was long, and had 
a well written story that was a 
bit challenging. The campaign B+

Reviews in a Flash

   Quantum of Solace, the 22nd 
James Bond movie, was released 
on November 14 as a direct se-
quel to Casino Royale (2006), 
and was the second movie to 
feature Daniel Craig as James 
Bond. In the fi lm, Bond seeks 
revenge for the death of Vesper 
Lynd (Eva Green) by bring-
ing down Quantum the secret 
organization that blackmailed 
her and eventually caused her 
death. He wants to do this by 
forcing information out of the 
organization’s front man Domi-
nic Greene (Mathieu Amalric).
    The movie starts off as quick-
ly as any Bond movie, with a 
high-speed chase on an Italian 
highway and then a mad dash 
over the rooftops of Rome. Af-
ter that the energy of the movie 
dies down quite a bit. There 
were other action sequences 
throughout the movie but the 
majority of them just seemed 
to be recycling parts of other 
Bond movies, badly.  At one 
point when Bond is escaping by 
boat after rescuing his sidekick 

Camille Montes (Olga Kurylen-
ko), he attempts to throw off his 
pursuers. He does not do this 
by jumping over something, or 
causing some sort of explosive 
reaction, or by performing one 
of the amazing feats that viewers 

photo courtesy http://imdb.com

Prospekts March by Coldplay
by Ellie Kahn ‘12

B-

    British alternative rock band, 
Coldplay was formed in Lon-
don, England in 1998. If you 
are questioning their ability to 
release music that appeals to the 
world, just know that they have 
sold over 40 million albums. I 
would describe Coldplay ex-
actly how the actual band does, 
“very heavy, soft rock”. They 
have original, beautiful songs 
that just about anyone will fi nd 
enjoyable, and they continue to 
produce anthemic music that 
tops the charts. 
    Released in June, 2008, Viva la 
Vida has become extremely well 
known and successful. While 
just surfi ng through comments 
posted on iTunes by Coldplay 
listeners, I noticed that positive 
commentary was abundant. I 
also observed that they had just 
released an extended play album 
titled Prospekt’s March, about a 
week ago. I decided to check it 
out and I found that it includes 
eight tracks that Martin says 
were “songs we were shy about 
putting on Viva la Vida, seem-
ingly because they are a little 
more catchy”.  I disagree with 
him, for I feel that this partial al-
bum is lacking in “catchiness”. 
What is needed was a breath of 
fresh air, whether it be new and 
different songs, or old ones that 
have been edited and altered.
    I bought the album, and what 
I like most are two songs that 

mode even featured famous ac-
tor Kiefer Sutherland (24) as one 
of the voices of a soldier in your 
squad (although cool at fi rst, by 
the end he was just annoying.) 
The real excellence of Call of 
Duty 5 however does not lie in 
the single player mode, but in the 
co-op mode. 
    Along with enabling features 
such as split screen co-op cam-
paign mode over Xbox Live, 
once you have beaten the game 
you unlock a mode called “Nazi 
Zombies,” which is easily the 
best part of the game. While 
stranded in a boarded up house 
with up to four other players 
(playing locally or over Xbox 
Live) you have to defend your-
selves against the hoards of ma-
licious Nazi Zombies that come 
running at the house intent on 
eating your brains. After a cer-
tain number of zombies, you go 
up a level, but with each level the 
Zombies get faster, harder to kill 

have come to expect from Bond 
over the years. Instead, he rams 
one boat and stops suddenly so 
the other boat slides over his and 
capsizes. It leaves you question-
ing whether you’re really watch-
ing a James Bond movie. 
  This movie is a direct sequel to 

Casino Royale; in fact it starts 
off only hours after the last 
movie ended. This is the only 
Bond movie that has been a di-
rect sequel of a former movie, 
and now we know why. The 
movie leaves you with the 
sense that it was the second half 
of Casino Royale, not its own 
movie. Immediately after com-
ing out of the theater I thought 
to myself, “I have to wait anoth-
er two years for the next one.” 
There was no time period where 
I was content with this movie; 
I had wanted something new. 
Quantum of Solace tied up all 
the lose ends of Casino Royale 
nicely, but it did not feel like a 
new movie. 
    Although I have given Quan-
tum of Solace what seems to be 
a lukewarm review I still rec-
ommend that everyone go see 
it. The movie is enjoyable, but 
compared to other Bond mov-
ies, it leaves something to be 
desired. 

photo courtesy http://amazon.com

photo courtesy http://coldplay.com

and more numerous. The objec-
tive is to get to the highest level 
you can. 
    Overall the campaign mode 
and online mode were better 
than I expected, but not up to the 
standards of Call of Duty 4. The 
online co-op and Nazi Zombie 
modes, however, are better than 
anything I ever expected.

have appeared in some form 
on Viva la Vida, fi rstly, Life in 
Techicolor II, which featured 
the same background music as 
the fi rst version, but with this 
time with lyrics. It is a beautiful 
song and I highly recommend 
buying the new version if you 
are not interested in purchasing 
the whole EP. I also very much 
liked the new version of Lost; 
this time with a basic drum beat 
and featuring the famous Jay-Z. 
These two songs were the high-
lights of the album, while the 
rest were average. 
    I, having always been a clas-
sic rock & roll fan have for 
some reason gravitated to the 
captivating music of Coldplay 
and their seemingly delicate, 
yet innovative melodies and 
the playfully upbeat approach. 
Although I respect Coldplay, 
this EP did not work as a stand-
alone album, but more as a 
compliment to Viva la Vida. I 
highly recommend previewing 
Prospekt’s March, for you will 
defi nitely get the point. Viva la 
Vida is great, but too much of an 
excellent thing can leave listen-
ers overwhelmed with a sense of 
repetitiveness. Although it was 
acceptable, Prospekt’s March 
was not what I wanted it to be: 
a breakthrough from listenable, 
to addictive; or shall I say ad-
diktive. 
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With  on ly  f ive  r e tu rn -
ing players,  Boys’ Varsi ty 
Basketball has the appearance of 
a rebuilding team; yet, the Bruins 
expect to be one of the stron-
gest in the MIAA C conference.

In addition to their raw talent, 
the team members have great 
chemistry.  “We are all friends,” 
said Captain Sean Boone ’09. 
“We love playing [basketball] 
with each other.”  Throughout 
their practices, the team members 
push each other to play hard, and 
it is apparent that they all are 
extremely dedicated.  “I love this 
team,” said Head Coach Josh 
Wolf.  “They are talented, honest, 
hardworking, and committed.”  

The team put in time during 
the summer and fall to improve 
its game.  The fi ve returning play-
ers, Boone, Captain Karl Nelson 
‘09, Captain Kyle Ottenheimer 
‘09, Nathaniel Colbert-Sangree 
‘09, and Jonathan Hettleman ’10, 
have stepped up and become, 
according to Wolf, great lead-
ers and have set a good tone.

“Karl is a great shooter and 
an all around great player,” said 
Hettleman.  “Kyle is the big man 
down low and controls the paint.”  

Even though a core group of 
players has stepped up, there 
is something to be said about 
each member of the squad.  “All 
12 guys would start on any 
other team in the conference,” 
said Wolf.  Rounding out the 
team are Seniors Chris Benn, 

Carlos Cruz, Jackson Houbolt, 
and Bradley Williams; and Ju-
niors Avery Gerald, Kyle Long, 
and Nick Sangiamo.  “Every-
one is amazing,” said Boone.  
“There isn’t one weak player.”

The players only make up 
part of the team. Wolf and As-
sistant Coaches Dave Tracey and 
Will Worton will be signifi cant 
in the team’s success.  In his 
thirteenth season, Wolf strives 

to be calmer, and he tries “to 
be a better communicator on 
and off the court,” he said.  

 “ [Wolf]  knows a l l  the 
right things to do,” said Het-
tleman.  “He has the right 
plays and knows the game.”  

Tracey and Worton also play 
important roles.  “Dave is a great 
motivator and pushes us,” said 
Boone.  “Will knows exactly what 
every player needs to do to im-
prove and helps us to do just that.”

The team did not start its 
in-conference season until De-
cember 16, but started heating up 
for the fi rst game by participating 
in a play-day and an out-of-
conference game.  The play-day 
took place November 29 and 
the Bruins did well against Gil-
man and Towson High School.  
“The team played really well, 
especially the new guys,” said 
Wolf.  The team played two tough 
fast-paced games, tying B con-
ference Gilman and pulling out 
a win against Towson.  “These 
games let us get out our pre-
season jitters,” said Hettleman.

On December 3, the Bru-

ins  p l ayed  A Confe rence 
McDonough.  The team played 
strong defense and smart offense 
for 28 minutes, trailing by only 
two points with five minutes 
left.  But the Bruins fell apart 
for three minutes and were un-
able to regain the points they 
lost; the fi nal score was 50-38.  
“Even though we lost, the game 
proved that we can keep up with 
the best teams,” said Hettleman.

The Bruins are geared up to 
battle it out with rivals Sts. Peter 
and Paul and Beth Tfi loh, both of 
whom are always strong competi-
tors.  “We lost to Sts. Peter and 
Paul in the semifi nals last year, 
and we are looking forward to 
playing them,” said Hettleman.  
“BT is always good and we always 
have a great game with them.”  

After its preseason successes, 
the team welcomes the competi-
tion in upcoming games. “We 
are looking to fi nish fi rst in our 
conference,” said Wolf. “We 
will take it game by game.”  
The team’s in-conference games 
started this week against In-
dian Creek and Key School.

photo by E. Zenilman ‘09
Coach Wolf discusses game techniques with S. Boone ‘09.

by Sam Cornblath ‘10

The Boys’ JV Basketball team 
enters the 2008-2009 season 
looking to continue last years’ 
success.  Last year, the team 
reached the championship before 
losing to Key School. The team 
returns the same core players 
along with some newcomers 
from the Fresh/Soph team.  Head 

Coach Derrick Larkins and As-
sistant Coach Kelsey Tracey fi nd 
themselves in a favorable posi-
tion with eight returning players. 

Recently elected Junior Cap-
tains Forrest Carroll and Jesse 
Weinberg are ready to work and 
have set lofty goals. “We want 
to get back to the champion-
ship and win it this time,” said 

Until this year, squash has been a small 
program, but after moving up in rank and 
expanding their talent base, the program 
has split into Varsity and JV squads.  

Both teams play in the MIAA  A Con-
ference and have already competed against 
nationally ranked players from Gilman and 
Boys’ Latin.  Although the Bruins have not 
won any matches, all of the players keep 
a positive attitude knowing that the teams 
they are up against practice more often.  

Head Coach Toby Gordon, who coached 
the Johns Hopkins University Varsity 
Women’s team from 1977 to 1980, ex-
pects to work on fundamentals with new 
players while emphasizing match strategy 
and developing the complete game with 
returning players.  Gordon is assisted 
by Peter Heffernan, head of the squash 
program at Meadow Mill Athletic Club.

Squad members are working hard to 
improve and refi ne their skills.  “A lot of 
the responsibility lies on us to practice and 
get better,” said Varsity Captain Andrew 

Duberg ’10. “A lot of us come to the courts 
outside of practice to play.”  The team uses 
the matches as motivation to improve.   

The captains, Duberg, Drew Kaup 
’10, Arthur Sonnenfeld ’10, and JV’s 
Captain Rachel Elliott ’09, agree that 
their main goal is to be considered com-
petition with other teams.  While it is 
clear that other schools have a head 
start on Park’s relatively new program, 
Park hopes to someday be considered on 
equal footing with its opponents. “I’m 
really proud of everyone because they’ve 

improved exponentially,” said Elliott. 
“We’re starting to play serious games.”

The Varsity team’s best match was 
against Loyola Blakefield December 
9.  Juniors Sonnenfeld, Alex Katz and 
Sam Cornblath won their matches, 
but didn’t get the win when second 
seed Kaup was overpowered by his 
opponent, and lost in a tough match. 

With practice and a determined attitude, 
both teams are steadily improving, bringing 
a critical eye to each match, and hoping to 
see Park considered as a serious competitor.  

Weinberg.  After the success of 
last season, the team regards 
anything less as unacceptable.

The MIAA C Conference is 
very strong, and the top teams 
appear to be Park, Friends, Key, 
and Beth Tfiloh. The Bruins 
defeated Friends on December 
8 by 10 points. “We cleaned up 
our game against Friends,” said 

Weinberg.  “Our double team 
worked really well against them.”  
The squad’s other game was a 
preseason scrimmage against 
very competitive A Confer-
ence McDonough.  The Bruins 
will play Key on December 19 
and Beth Tfiloh on January 5.  

The team will experience 
additional pressure to live up 

to expectations leftover from 
last year.  Opponents will sure-
ly have their games with Park 
circled on their calendars, and 
the team refuses to be deterred. 
According to the team, winning 
is the only means of satisfac-
tion.  Look for Park to be on 
the court in late February as 
the championship rolls around.

by Alex Katz ‘10

by Ariane Noar ‘09

Boys’ JV Basketball team returns 8 key players

Squash stays motivated through tough losses

Out-of-conference success points to strong season
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With an overall record of 4-2, including 
a win over 2007-2008 IAAM C conference 
champions Baltimore Lutheran, the Girls’ 
Varsity Basketball team is coming out strong.

“We have very high aspirations 
[for the season], but the players are 
trying to keep me focused game by 
game,” said Head Coach Kevin Coll.  

“Last year, we weren’t allowed to say 
‘championship.’ It was sort of a hush 
word,” said Rose Coll ’11.  “But now 
we’re much more open about wanting 
it; it’s always in the back of our minds.”

The team is off to a good start this 
season, after in-conference wins against 
Beth Tfi loh and Lutheran. and a blowout 
game against Key, with a fi nal score of 
86-15.  Though K. Coll was happy with 
the win against Lutheran, he said, “We 
would have liked to have beaten [Lu-
theran] by more.  We’ve sort of gotten 
the early season jitters out, and are now 
playing the way we want to be playing.” 

With hard losses to Maryvale and 

St.  John’s Catholic Prep, K. Coll 
identified the problem.  “We need to 
work on handling offensive and de-
fensive pressure better,” he said.  

The team is very close, and it shows on 
the court.  “Everyone brings something 
great to the table,” said Captain Dawn 
Lee ’09. “We have great chemistry on and 

off the court.”  Lee and Adrienne Tarver 
’10 are key players to the team.  “I love 
our captains!  Dawn has been waiting to 
be captain and we’ve been waiting for 
her,” said R. Coll.  “Adrienne is a vocal 
leader as well as a leader on the court.”  

“I’ve already been incredibly impressed 
by Adrienne and Dawn; they were exactly 
the right choices.  They’re not afraid to 
talk to me; they even told me to calm down 
at the Key game because I was hurting 
the other team’s feelings,” said K. Coll. 

He also commented on new addi-
tions Sophomores Ashley Hohman, 
Autumn Cohen, and Liz Pace: “They 
add to the depth of the already deep 
bench, and are all really athletic.”

Practice goes from 3:30 to 5:30, and 
includes meeting with Rob Slade four 
days a week for the first half-hour of 
practice.  Audible laughter and jokes 
can always been heard from the team, 
but they’re always working hard.

With three tough games during this 
week, as well as a tournament over win-
ter break, the team continues to work 
hard for their 2009 championship run. 

R. Coll ‘11 shoots a foul shot against the Key School Obezags on December 8. 
The fi nal score was 86-15.

photo by R. Engle ‘10

by Aiden Piper ‘11

Girls’ Varsity Basketball eliminates competition

by Michael Ginsburg ‘12

Girls’ Indoor Soccer is one of the 
least recognized sports. With a smaller 
field and walls to keep the ball in 
play, the game is much faster than 
outdoor soccer. So far, the dedicated 
team has managed to come out on top.

The team practices everyday from 3:30 
to 5:15.  Due to lack of space, the gym 
is not available until 4:00, so the girls 
work on conditioning for half an hour. 

During practice, Head Coach Rob 
Piper leads the team in a variety of 
drills to improve passing, shooting, 
footwork, and turning which are very 
important in a confined space.  “Mr. 
Piper has been focusing on shooting 
and started having Rob Slade work 
with us,” said Captain Kayla Bruun ’09.

Captains Bruun and Lyn Mey-
erhoff ’09 are strong leaders. “Lyn 
plays goalie where she has made 
some very nice saves,” said Lau-
ren Sibel ’11. “Kayla plays midfield 
where her footwork is exceptional.” 

For the offense, key players include 
Georgi McCauley ’10, Aiden Piper ’11 
and Gabi Schwartz ’11.  “Aiden has 
an amazing shot that’s like a cannon! 
Gabi scored a lot of goals in our last 
game and Georgi makes smart passes,” 

said Bruun.  On the defense, Mariama 
Eversley ’10 and Sibel have stepped up 
tremendously. “Sibel and Mariama are 
two very tough defenders,” said Bruun.

Last year, the Bruins competed in the 
A conference and had a disappointing 
season. This year, they moved down 
to B conference and are having more 
success. While the B conference is less 
competitive, all returning members of 
the team are happy with the change.

The team has only lost one game.  
This loss came from Garrison Forest, 
the only team that plays Park in both 
outdoor and indoor soccer. Having 
lost to them in outdoor, the indoor 
team has high hopes that they will 
be able to avenge themselves. Other 
tough teams in the conference include 
Beth Tfiloh, Glenelg, and Oldfields.

In their second game against Gle-
nelg, the Bruins expected another easy 
win after crushing them the fi rst time.  
But, Glenelg’s tactics surprised them.  
“[Glenelg] came out really strong,” said 
Bruun.  “We had to play a lot harder than 
we’d expected.”  The fi nal score was 
4-3 with Schwartz scoring 3 of 4 goals

Garrison Forrest is the only team 
that poses a real threat.  But, the team 
is still optimistic, “There is no reason 
that, with a little practice, we won’t 
beat them in the future,” said Sibel.

L. Shapiro ‘12 and R. Shapiro ‘10 
practice fullcourt pressure.

by Adam Kelmenson ‘11

Young JV Girls’ Basketball 
team shows great potential

The JV Girls’ Basketball team is entering 
another season of hard work after winning 
the championship. Due to last year’s 
success, Head Coach Bill Pace expects 
a lot from this small seven-player team. 

The team consists of four freshmen, 
two sophomores, and Junior Rachel Sha-
piro. Shapiro was a key contributor to the 
team’s championship 
run last year. Hav-
ing such experience 
on a young team 
like this is helpful. 
“She is sacrificing 
her game for the 
good of the team,” 
said Pace.  “Lead-
ership in action!” 

The team’s chem-
istry is solid.  “Our 
team works very well 
together. We are defi -
nitely a small team, 
but that just pushes 
us to work hard,” said Shapiro. “We have 
gotten to know each other over the last few 
weeks and that’s helped us become comfort-
able with relying on each other in games.”

 Pace has been coaching for 20 years. He 
coached Middle School, High school, and 
Amateur Athletic Union teams. His knowl-
edge of the game can improve anyone that 
is willing to put in the time and effort to 

be better. “Coach Bill really emphasizes 
learning the fundamentals,” said Shapiro.  
“We have spent a lot of time working on 
the basic skills like dribbling, passing, 
shooting, and rebounding. He also tells 
us how important effort is in basketball.”

Though people thought that the team 
wouldn’t be as strong this year, the Bru-
ins are turning heads with a 4-3 record. 
“This year’s team is not as experienced 
or polished as last year’s team, but they 

play very hard and 
are getting better ev-
eryday,” said Pace. 

In a game ver-
sus Key School, 
Park won 41-29. 
Although Key is 
not their toughest 
opponent, the girls 
still defeated them 
by a large margin.

“In the fi rst quar-
ter we didn’t play 
well as a team, and 
we relied on using 
the post,” said Han-

nah Himmelrich ‘12. “We really got 
into the game in the second quarter, and 
played a solid zone defense with two 
players guarding Keys’ leading scorers.” 

Although the seven-player team may 
seem to be at a disadvantage, it has cer-
tainly been successful.  The players receive 
more individual guidance in practice, and 
they are looking forward to a strong season.

Indoor Soccer moves 
to B Conference

photo by E. Zenilman ‘09
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Celebrating Shirley Scherr
by Adrian Rabin ‘11  and
Isabelle Schein ‘11

Postscript: You’ve been 
working here as secretary 
since 1975. That’s a long 
time!

Shirley Scherr: Yes, I’ve 
been here for four different 
principals.

PS: So you must feel pretty 
attached to Park after all this 
time.

SS: I really enjoy being 
here. That’s why I’ve been 
here so long. I feel like I’m 
everyone’s grandmother. The 
Park community has been 
like my second family. I get 
to know the students and I’m 
interested in all of them. 

PS: What about the stu-
dents? Have they changed?

SS:  No.  The students 
haven’t changed.

PS: Really?
SS: No, they’re still los-

ing stuff. In fact, I have a 
telephone and calculator here 
waiting to be claimed!

PS: There are so many stu-
dents here. How do you learn 
everyone’s name?

SS: I get to know them 
when they come in late. I fi ll 
out a late slip for some kids 
every day. 

PS: Will you come back 
and visit?

SS: Absolutely. I plan on 
going to Graduation. I go ev-
ery year. I’ve made so many 
friends here. Park is a big part 
of my life.

I have only been at Park 
School for a couple of months; 
yet in that short time, I have 
still managed to see how truly 
amazing Mrs. Scherr is. Since 
my fi rst day at Park, she has 
always greeted me with a smile 
and even knows my name. It 
was a great feeling coming into 
a big, unknown environment 
and knowing that someone 
was watching out for me. 

The truth is, Mrs. Scherr 

without Mrs. Scherr’s warm 
presence.  Wright noted that she 
will miss Mrs. Scherr’s daily 
greeting of “Good morning, hon.” 

The community is dreading 
her retirement. Many have be-
gun to worry what the Upper 
School will be like without Mrs. 
Scherr. “I don’t think it’s an ac-
cident that they’re making such 
a big to-do about her leaving. 
Everyone understands her im-
portance to the Upper School,” 
said Broening. But luckily, she 
promises to come back often, and 
we’ll look forward to every visit. 

When I walked into my 
fi rst day of Upper School, a 
terrifi ed freshman, I felt over-
whelmed by the hustle and 
bustle.  I searched all over, but 
I couldn’t fi nd my locker and 
I was scared to ask someone 
to help me.  So I looked for 
the friendliest person in the 
school and I found Mrs. Scherr. 

She was sitting at her desk 
looking as though she was 
ready for anything.  I walked 

After 33 years of working at 
Park, Shirley Scherr is retiring. 
Mrs. Scherr joined the staff in 
1975, working as an assistant to 
Headmaster Charles Callanan, 
helping out in the college guid-
ance offi ce, and taking over as 
Middle School secretary in her 
fi rst year. Mrs. Scherr changed 
positions again the next year, 
making the move upstairs to 
become the more permanent, 
much loved Administrative As-
sistant of the Upper School. 

Over the years, Mrs. Scherr 
has managed to keep the Up-
per School functioning. She 
receives phone calls of all kinds 
from parents, devotedly goes 
around to each classroom three 
times a day to take attendance, 
writes the announcements, and 
sends out notices. “I do just 
about everything,” she said.

Students notice her dedication 
to the Upper School. “If there is a 
note or a message from your par-
ents, urgent or not, Mrs. Scherr 
will fi nd you to make sure you are 
being taken care of,” said Sima 
Lofti ‘09.  Many students recall 
Mrs. Scherr taking it upon herself 
to collect their missed assign-
ments when they were out sick.  

The faculty is also appreciative. 
“Whatever I need, anything from 
an aspirin to a sewing needle, 
she’ll either have it or get it for 
me,” said Upper School French 
teacher Christine Broening. 

Many people have distinct 
memories of how Mrs. Scherr 

the school, remembers when she 
began her job as Dean of Students 
three years ago. Mrs. Scherr 
welcomed her with opened arms. 
“She was able to answer every 
question I had. Her sense of 
humor is so delightful and she 
loves to laugh,” said Wright. 

Students also appreciate her 
humorous nature. “She always 
confuses me with Jon Hettleman 
[‘10],” said Arthur Sonnen-
feld ‘10. “But she makes up 
for it by saying it’s because 
we’re both so good-looking.”

Park will be very different 

helped them adjust during their 
fi rst day at Park. Middle School 
Spanish teacher Pelle Wertheimer 
‘80 was one of those students. 
She remembers when she came 
to Park in 1978 for her junior 
year. “Mrs. Scherr was super 
welcoming and so friendly. She 
was helpful getting me to my 
class and opening my locker.” 

Traci Wright also recalls 
Mrs. Scherr helping her make 
a smooth transition a few years 
ago. Although it wasn’t her fi rst 
day at Park, Wright, who had 
held positions in other areas of 

Appreciations of Mrs. Scherr

According to
Mrs. Scherr...

Through the classroom glass:  After the start of every teaching block, Mrs. Scherr makes 
her rounds in the Upper School to collect attendance. 
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watches out for every sin-
gle one of us, always with a 
friendly face, a helping hand 
and so much more. Even in 
the limited time I have been 
at Park, I have been able to 
see how much she does and 
cares for this school. The love 
everyone here feels for her is 
undeniably clear.Thank you 
for everything, Mrs. Scherr! 

over and asked her if she could 
please help me fi nd my locker.  
She immediately got up from 
her chair and walked with 
me down two hallways until 
we found my locker.  Along 
the way, she comforted me 
by telling me that my sched-
ule was really good and how 
lucky I was to be at Park.


