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S. Hersh visits as
Resident Journalist
Investigative reporter discusses Iraq
by Anders Hulleberg ’07
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With its air conditioning, heating and ventilation out of commission, the library will close
while contractors replace the systems after winter break. In January, the Board will consider a more extensive renovation to take place this school year.

Broken air systems force
immediate library update
by Scott Shuldiner ’09
The Lower School Library will be closed
from Winter Break through mid-April while the
School replaces an outdated heating and air conditioning system that stopped working in October. Librarians are now making arrangements
to maintain access to books and continue classes in January as both Lower and Middle/Upper
School libraries undergo renovation this year.
“The heating and air conditioning systems
are completely non-functional,” said Head of
School Dr. David Jackson. He noted that it is
critical that the systems be fixed before the cooling season begins in the spring, or the heat and
humidity will cause the books to deteriorate.
This may seem like a crisis, but some may
call it a blessing in disguise. “It’s like a fire—
only better,” said Director of Library Services
and Information Technologies, Susan Weintraub. Although the libraries were not scheduled for renovations for another five years, the
faculty must rush into planning immediately.
“We’re under the gun,” Weintraub said. “A new
library usually takes two to four years to plan
and complete, but we only have a few months.”
The library faculty has begun asking teachers and students what they are looking for in
a new library. They have also brought in architect David Benn of Cho Benn Holback
+ Associates, and library design consultant
Carolyn Markuson of biblioTech in Massachusetts. Markuson has experience in designing
libraries, and has written a book on the subject.
“Some libraries may look pretty, but we need
one that will function well for the students”
said Markuson during a visit December 1.
Benn isn’t new to Park. Not only is he the

father of student Chris Benn ’10, but he and
his associates also helped design several Park
buildings such as the Athletic Center, and the
Arts Center. Some improvements Benn and
Markuson will work into the plans include
more study space for students, better shelving
design, and a view of the library from the office.
According to Jackson, money for the libraries will come strictly from fund raising and
private donations, not tuition. He estimates
the renovation will cost at least $750,000 just
to replace the ventilation systems. Redesigning the entire library is expected to be much
more expensive, although nothing has been
priced out yet. The Board of Trustees will
hold a meeting in January to decide whether
to do the minimum or spend more to redesign
both spaces, replace all furniture, and perhaps
add more interesting architectural features.
Jackson explained the plans to manage the
most immediate problem of keeping the libraries up and running when work begins in
January. “During winter break we will move
the bookshelves into the Upper School library
while the Lower School is under construction,”
Jackson said. “After it is renovated, we will
then move all the books into the new Lower
School library and begin the Upper School.”
All students will have access to the libraries
during the process. Temporary heating has
been installed in the Middle/Upper School library and the adjacent hallway. Construction
on that library is expected to begin in April.
“The heating system is the original system
we have had since the 1960’s” Jackson added. “We are long overdue for some change.”
The new libraries should be completed and
re-opened in the beginning of September.
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Renowned investigative journalist and author Seymour Hersh
visited Friday, December 2 as the
2005-2006 Robert L. Weinberg
Resident Journalist. Hersh spoke
at an Upper School assembly in the
morning, gave a seminar to a smaller group of students, and lunched
with the staff of The Postscript.
The topic of Hersh’s assembly was the War in Iraq. Hersh
expressed his disapproval of the
War, putting a strong emphasis
on the notion that the Bush Administration has botched the job.
He threw down the gauntlet with
his opening line and never looked
back. “We have left you guys (the
students) with a big mess,” he declared. He followed this remark
by offering his facetiously positive outlook on the current state
of affairs: “Today, we have 1,145
days left (of the Bush Administration). Tomorrow, we have
one less,” he said, earning ap-
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Seymour Hersh who visited
December 2 as the Weinberg
Resident Journalist, expressed
strong anti-war beliefs.

plause from much of the audience.
Throughout his talk, Hersh
touched on many topics surrounding the War, displaying both his
expansive knowledge and vehement views. He started off by
criticizing the Bush Administration’s handling of the war, saying,
“You can’t jam democracy in with
a war; the culture is different over
there.” He also offered the opinion that “occupiers cannot win a
war,” and that by training Iraqi
armed forces to fight the insurgency as the U.S. has, the U.S. is training them to lose, thus “changing
the color of the corpses.” Hersh
uses the phrase about corpses to
mean that as U.S. troops pull out
in Iraq as they did in Vietnam,
they increase their aerial bombing missions, resulting in more
killing of the native population.
Despite all of this, Hersh predicted that President Bush will stay
the course, adding that, “Bush…
believes he’ll be judged as a visionary. He doesn’t care what the
press writes or thinks about him.”
The legitimacy of the War was
also not beyond the scope of his
critique. “More people are being
killed now than under Hussein, and
we’re responsible for it,” he said.
He also claimed that Saddam Hussein was more credible on the matter of weapons of mass destruction
than the U.S. was, citing that the
former Iraqi dictator complied with
the United Nations during their investigation, which turned up no
weapons. “So Saddam’s more
credible on the matter of weapons.
Go figure,” Hersh said, pointing
to the fact that the War has turned
up no evidence of WMDs, either.
See HERSH on page 2

Department considers
changing AP course
by Liz Gauvey-Kern ’07
The school is considering replacing 20th century Advanced Placement United States History with
20th century Accelerated World
History as of fall 2006. The History Department has consulted Upper
School Principal Mike McGill and
Assistant Head of School Louise
Mehta and is prepared to go ahead
with its plan for the coming year.
The change is due to differences
between the AP College Board
exam and the History Department.
To improve the lagging credibility of the AP method, the
College Board requires that

teachers submit résumés for approval. Each résumé must include a class syllabus outlining
the material to be covered, and a
personal résumé in which each
teacher explains why he or she is
qualified to teach the AP course.
“The new adjustments aren’t
the problem,” said Jon Acheson, History Department Chair.
“We don’t mind submitting our
résumés; that’s not what’s driving the change, and Park could
get an exception for the differences in our syllabus as it is now.”
Park has been considering dropping AP US for years.
See AP on page 2
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Hersh blasts Bush on Iraq
Continued from HERSH page 1

Focusing on recent events at home, he spent
some time discussing Pennsylvania Congressmen Jack Murtha, a veteran who recently made
a speech calling for the immediate removal of
U.S. troops from Iraq. “Here’s a guy who’s
a hard line conservative who is speaking out
(against the War),” remarked Hersh, identifying
Murtha as “the guy who the Generals come to”
when they need to vent without jeopardizing
their job. Hersh wholeheartedly agreed with
Murtha, calling for the withdrawals of troops
“by midnight tonight or by midnight tomorrow.”
Hersh did not limit his criticism to the Bush
Administration and the war. Of the press, he
said, “we failed you in a very basic way. We’re
here to protect you, and we failed you,” referring to the way he felt the press jumped on a
patriotic bandwagon after 9/11, only to jump off
when it was politically convenient. He also told
horrifying stories about Vietnam, specifically
about the massacre of innocent Vietnamese in
the village of My Lai, a story he broke in 1969.
Hersh ended the assembly with his most
foreboding and grim rhetoric, saying, “What
we’ve down in those prisons has caused us a
lifetime of insurgency,” referring to the Abu
Ghraib Scandal, another story Hersh is famous
for breaking. “It’s up to you to keep on reading about how horrible it is,” he said to the
students, concluding, “War is just what war is.”

At the seminar, Hersh came down hard on
President Clinton’s bombing of Iraq in response
to a question posed to him on what he thought
of people pointing to him as example of liberal
bias in the media. He said that the threat made
on former President George H. Bush, which
Clinton used to justify the bombings, was completely false. Recalling how a White House
aide had said to him at the time “Only nine
people died,” Hersh hit the roof: “What do you
mean only nine? What if it had been your kid?”
Hersh, who is a New Yorker contributor,
has won more than a dozen major journalism
prizes, including the Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting and four George Polk Awards.
His books include Chain of Command: The
Road from 9/11 to Abu Gharib, the bestseller The Dark Side of Camelot, about
President John F. Kennedy and The Price of
Power: Kissinger in the Nixon White House.
Amongst his other honors are the National
Book Critics Circle Award; The Los Angeles
Times award for biography; and the Sidney
Hillman award; two Investigative Reporters
& Editors prizes, one for the Kissinger book,
in 1983, and one in 1992 for The Samson Option, a study of American foreign policy and
the Israeli nuclear bomb program; and the
National Magazine Award. This last honored
the journalist in 2004 for public interest in
his three pieces, “Lunch with the Chairman,”
“Selective Intelligence,” and “The Stovepipe.”
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Snowball fight! With the first snowfall in early December, Middle Schoolers were quick
to take advantage of a small accumulation on the deck. The next pre-winter storm
closed school December 9.
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T. Klassen ’06 does maintenance work with other upperschoolers
as part of The Day of Community Service and Reflection.

Students participate in
5th annual service day
by Eva Zenilman ’09
On the day before Thanksgiving,
Park students left their books in their
lockers, and turned their energies
towards bettering the community. Students made cards for Viva
House children, cleaned up streams,
knitted, and volunteered at Our
Daily Bread, among other things.
Upper School science teacher
Julie Rogers, a coordinator for the
Day of Community Service and
Reflecting, said she wanted the
students to leave the day with a
higher cognizance of both Park and
world communities. “Students can
get caught up with their grades and
classes,” said Rogers, “and forget
that they’re in a place where they
are not the only ones. This day is to
remind people that Park is a community where everyone together is
most important.” The purpose of
the day, which has occurred annually since 2001, is to have everyone
learn to work together by giving
common goals to the student body.
The tradition began when students were motivated to host a
service day in response to the September 11 attacks. Since then, Park
students are encouraged each year
to participate in activities the half-

day of school before Thanksgiving.
This was Park’s fifth year giving
back to the community. The day
before Thanksgiving was originally
chosen as a service day because it
was a half-day, where both teachers
and students were rushed through
classes. The faculty decided to
convert this day into its current
format: a day of community building, including several activities and
opportunities that many students
do not get to participate in often.
Some people might think that
Yoga and Community Recess have
nothing to do with giving back to
the Baltimore community, but a
goal of this service day is to also reflect and build relationships within
Park through cross-divisional activities. Community Recess, one of
the more popular activities (along
with stream clean up, maintenance
work, Habitat build, challenge
course, and cooking snacks to
share at the end of the school day),
is where Upper Schoolers, Middle
Schoolers, and Lower Schoolers get
a chance to meet each other on the
Lower School playground. Overall,
the day committed to community
service and reflecting not only helps
out the needy in Baltimore, but also
strengthens the Park community.

Accelerated World History may replace AP US

Continued from AP page 1

Limitations of the AP curriculum and the need to teach to a
test have constrained teachers
from delving deeper into 20th
century history. What the College Board regards as important
history is often different from
what Park faculty want to teach.
Veteran AP US History
teacher, Bruce Hamilton, commented, “There is a bunch of
useless material which I have
covered in my classes simply
because of the requirements
set by the AP exam.” Because
of such requirements, teachers
find themselves teaching what

they consider to be unnecessary
material, while critical history is
left out. “Some teachers aren’t
even able to get to the rise of
Fascism in Europe,” history
teacher Daniel Jacoby explained.
Despite the possibility of
inadequacies in the AP US curriculum, many are hesitant to
dispose of the well known “AP”
name. “But what we’re doing
is nothing new,” said Acheson. Some independent schools
nationwide have abandoned
the AP syllabus for the creation of their own advanced
courses. According to Acheson, prestigious independent
schools such as Philips Andover,

Fieldston, and Saint Anne’s
have all recanted AP courses.
Friends School of Baltimore offers no AP options in any subject.
Furthermore, history teacher
and college guidance counselor
Tina Forbush discredits the accusation that the move from AP
to Accelerated will have any
effect on College acceptance.
“If colleges read the school
profile carefully, then it will
not affect college admissions.”
Acheson also comments,
“The most competitive colleges
will look to see if the student
took the most challenging classes offered; they will not mark
students down because the most

challenging course is labeled
‘Accelerated’ and not ‘AP.’
Park’s Accelerated course
will distinguish itself from the
standard US History course
with longer and more complex readings, more frequent
and advanced papers and tests,
and more challenging material.
Although the History Department has reached a consensus on
AP US, AP European History is
still under consideration. John
Kessinger, who teaches the
course, defends his class: “The
problem with AP US doesn’t
present itself in AP Euro.” The
AP syllabus for European History is “better fitted” to the course

than is the AP US syllabus to the
US history course. Kessinger
distinguishes AP Euro from
AP US by saying, “The class
[AP Euro] can be taught more
closely to the syllabus without
sacrificing significant history.”
Questions still arise about AP
Euro being the only Advanced
Placement history course offered.
New ideas for the accelerated course are flying around
the History Department. Teachers are making decisions and
sketching out the course.
“Let’s teach what we regard as
the most intellectually stimulating material and not be bound by
AP constraints,” said Hamilton.
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School faces
rise in theft
Loss of laptops, iPods, jackets forces
students to question sense of security
by Everett Rosenfeld ’09
Theft is on the rise at The Park
School. By this time last year, there
had been six thefts, but this year the
number has doubled. What’s worse,
the majority of these are grand
thefts (anything valued over $500).
Park isn’t the only private school
that is being hit. Jim Howard,
Director of Academic Support
Services and Security notes that
other schools in the city fare worse
in terms of theft. He attributes this
rash of theft to an element outside
of the community that has identified private schools as an easy
target: plenty of money and not as
much security as public schools.
A wide range of items have
been stolen. Among other things
there was a clarinet, laptops, wallets, and a jacket. While wallets
do not always have $500 dollars
in them, because of credit card
charges, these incidents often
amount to well over the minimum,
and are considered grand theft.
Most of the thefts occurred at
the beginning of the school year.
Lizzie Gauvey-Kern ’07 is one
of the victims. Her $2000 laptop
and $100 jacket were stolen from
the Upper School Commons
right before Thanksgiving. She had placed her
jacket over her laptop
thinking that it was
safe, but then she forgot it after school.
When she raced in
the next morning, they were
both missing.
“It is funny that
my things were stolen in
the Commons, because it seems
like that is the place most people
put their stuff thinking it will
be safe,” Gauvey-Kern said. In
fact, a good number of items are
stolen from the Upper School
Commons, according to Howard.
When Gauvey-Kern noticed the
laptop and jacket were missing, she
reported them to Howard’s office,
but she is not very optimistic about
getting them back. “I don’t know
if I expect them to do anything.
What can really be done? Give
the students interrogations? Put
the suspect in the slammer for a
night? It’s a bad situation to be in.”
G a u v e y - K e r n ’s p e r s p e c tive of Park has changed. “The
School is no longer an innocent
place where I can leave my stuff
around free from worry, confident in the people who go here,”
she said. “It is a place where I

clutch my purse anywhere I go.”
Howard believes that the thieves
are a male/female pair that is from
outside of the Park community.
They have hit other schools as
well as synagogues. In one case
they emptied every charity box
that they could find in a temple.
In past years thieves have used
stolen credit cards for shopping
sprees at stores such as Nordstrom and Coach so that even
after the card is cut off, the
items still hold significant value.
According to Howard, these
criminals “aren’t that organized.”
They have gone on shopping
sprees in a Big Box (like a WalMart) in which they bought a
few hundred dollars in sports
drinks and t-shirts. Also, when
gas prices were over $3.00 a gallon they used a credit card to
fill up eight different vehicles.
Despite how much he knows
about the thieves, Howard is having
trouble catching them. He cautions
that we don’t know exactly what
they look like, so they can just
walk in. As long as have an air of
confidence, most people wouldn’t
suspect them of anything
sinister. The staff has
been advised to be
on the lookout
for people
that appear
strange or
out of place.
T h e
thieves are
unpredicta b l e ; i t ’s
hard to
determine
when they
will strike. Since
most people do not
notice right away when things
disappear or might have happened
over a broad period of time, it
is hard to find any kind of pattern. Howard recommends that
students frequently take inventory of their unsecured property.
Other than staff and student’s
eyes, Park’s only safety precaution is the addition of even more
security cameras. Some students
thought these were unnecessary
at first. “I used to think the security cameras around the school
were pretty silly, but now I’m
wondering if we should put up
more,” said Gauvey-Kern, “But
the most important thing that needs
to happen, is that students need to
put away their things.” Howard
advises everyone to use their lockers; that’s what they’re there for.
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Students protest Maryland’s denial of their right to a quality education at a rally hosted
by the Algebra Project. Several Park students participated.

Algebra Project tutors and
advocates for city students
by Maddie Grose ’07, Mara James ’07,
and Calla Jamison ’07
In response to the continuing conflict between the Maryland State Government, the
Baltimore City Public School System, and City
School students, Maddie Grose ’07, Mara James
’07, Calla Jamison ’07 attended the most recent
event organized by the Algebra Project, held
December 3, 2005 at YMCA, Stadium Place.
The Algebra Project is a non-profit organization founded in 1982 by Robert Moses, a pivotal
figure in the civil rights movement. Its goal is to
establish tutoring for public city school students
and advocate for adequate funding for the public
school system. The Baltimore branch of The
Algebra Project focuses on the funding needed
to provide students in the city public schools
with the necessary resources to pursue a good
education. They point out that the average class
size in a Baltimore City public school is around
50 students and that the average teacher/student
ratio is 1:43. The Algebra Project increases
awareness about these issues through protests,
sit-ins and press coverage throughout Maryland.
The event included a documentary on the
Project, facilitated group discussions, an open
mic session, and ended with an after-party. The
documentary showcased many different students
involved in the Project, and showed footage of
protests in which students and teachers marched
and demanded money that is owed to city
schools. The open mic session included singing,
rapping and poetry that focused on messages
expressing the importance of peaceful advocacy over violence. Fif Element, a performance
group used the symbolism in their lyrics, “You
tuck yours under your waist line, and I tuck
mine under my tongue,” to express that their
weapons of choice are words instead of guns.
Students learned about the project and attended one of the protests last year. They were
impressed that it relies on student volunteers
to advocate their mission and create awareness. They were moved to participate and
get more students involved in the ambitious
fight for an adequate education. Jilly Krupp
’07 said she learned that, “The state government owes $800,000,000 to the city public
school system. I realized that it wasn’t fair

that a person who does not pay his taxes gets
incarcerated, but when the state government
refuses to pay a significant amount of money to
the city schools as was ordered by the Circuit
Court of Maryland, there is no punishment.”
City school students articulated their aggravation and anger about the blindness and
blatant disregard for their desperate situation.
Some spoke about the below average educational conditions and their concerns about their
communities and the city. They believe that
the government is blocking the road to their
desired future. One student said in her poem
that the government is oppressing the students
in the public school systems by insuring that
the only opportunities their education will allow is to obtain mediocre jobs so that the city
will have people to fill low wage positions.
She also stated that the government chooses to
keep the students ignorant of their own potential to succeed and prosper so that they won’t
demand the right to an adequate education as
guaranteed in the Maryland State Constitution.
After the open mic session, the Park students interviewed students in the Project.
They wanted to find out how students from
private schools could support their struggle.
They asked why kids from a school like Park
should care. Chantel Morant, a senior at Baltimore City College High School, who went
on last year’s Civil Rights Tour along with
other Park and City College students and has
visited Park, commented that “Park and other
county school kids need to know it’s not only
our problem, it isn’t just a city problem. Students at your schools have the opportunities
and the resources that we need. We need you to
unite with us and join our struggle. Everyone
should care about this. We cannot have successful movement without numbers and diverse
numbers; otherwise it’s just a shot in the dark.”
Given all this information about what is going on just 30 minutes away, the Park students
already involved in this project are hoping that
other students will join them. Calla Jamison ’07
said, “You can either join in the fight to allow
these students to have the resources they need
to learn, or you can sit back and let the injustices continue while these students, who are
just as deserving as we are, continue to suffer.”
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Boston & DeMarco
face off on health
care policy issues
By Anders Hulleberg ’07
Board of Trustee member
Frank Boston ’81 and Park
parent Vinnie DeMarco have
been trying to undo each other
legislatively for the past year.
DeMarco, a lobbyist and Executive Director of the Maryland
Citizens’ Health Initiative, has
been advocating for a health
care bill that has come to be
known as the “Wal-Mart Bill.”
Boston, also a Park parent and
a former Kelly Award winner,
is a lawyer currently representing Wal-Mart on the issue.
On Monday, November 7, the
two brought their fight to the
stage of the Meyerhoff Theater.
The legislation in question
is a health care bill that would
require all for-profit companies
with over 10,000 employees
to devote 8% of their profits
toward a company health care

backed the bill missed the vote.
In the event of this happening,
though, Boston and Wal-Mart
will attempt to bring the matter to the courts to challenge
the constitutionality of the bill.
According to DeMarco, both
democratic candidates for the
2006 Maryland Gubernatorial
Election, Montgomery County
Executive Doug Duncan and
Baltimore City Mayor Martin
O’Malley, back the bill. In his
half of the assembly, DeMarco
argued that Wal-Mart’s current
health care plan is “economically
inefficient; when a Wal-Mart employee gets hit by a car, he often
can’t pay the medical bills, which
ends up costing us money.”
Boston, on the other hand,
pointed to the fact that “the
Fair Share Bill only applies
to Wal-Mart,” and that “nonprofits only have to pay 6% (of
their profits towards employee

‘when a Wal-Mart employee gets hit by
a car, he often can’t pay the medical bills’
plan. The fact that Wal-Mart
is the only such company
that the bill would affect has
earned the formally titled Fair
Share Health Care Bill its alias.
With the efforts of lobbyists
like DeMarco, The Maryland
General Assembly passed the
landmark bill in April, only to
have it vetoed by Gov. Robert L.
Ehrlich Jr., who called the measure an unwarranted intrusion by
government. During the assembly, DeMarco declared that he is
hoping to secure the three-fifths
majority needed to override a
veto by the Governor. In the
April vote, the State Senate was
one vote above that majority, and
the House was one vote below it,
though several delegates who

health care benefits).” He also
noted that Giant Foods, one of
Wal-Mart’s main competitors,
strongly supports the Bill. “Giant’s unions are strong, which
often makes it hard for them to
compete with Wal-Mart,” said
Boston. Wal-Mart’s employees are not unionized. Boston
also echoed Ehrlich, saying
that the State Government has
no right to meddle in the affairs of a private corporation.
Looking forward to January,
Boston said he is “expecting a
party call.” Such a vote could
prove quite detrimental to
Wal-Mart’s cause, though; of
the 47 Maryland state senators, only 14 are Republican.
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Frank Boston ’81 and Vinnie DeMarco are on opposite sides
of the health care debate that rages in Annapolis.
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Dr. Max Hilaire spoke about Nigerian activist Ken Saro-Wiwa November 10, the tenth
anniversary of his death. History teacher Jon Acheson organized the event.

Hilaire recalls Ken Saro-Wiwa
by Michael Roswell ’07
“It’s hard, living here, to
think about how the way we
live affects the rest of the world.
That’s what schools are for, to
raise consciousness about the
issues of the world,” explained
history teacher Jon Acheson.
That’s why he organized a
lunchtime event to remember
Ken Saro-Wiwa, the Ogoni
activist hanged by the Nigerian
government November 10, 1995.
Students, faculty, and administrators shared the opportunity
to hear two optimists tell their
versions of two sad stories, one
of the life and unjust execution
of Saro-Wiwa, told by Acheson,
and one of the sociopolitical
crisis that is modern day Nigeria,
given by Morgan State University Political Science Professor
and Park parent Dr. Max Hilaire.
Acheson spoke about how he
became interested in Saro-Wiwa,
follwed by a brief history of his
life, and then a list of resources
for those interested in learning
more. Ken Saro-Wiwa was an
ethnic Ogoni. The Ogoni are
a small tribal minority in the
oil-rich delta near the largest
port in Nigeria, Port Harcourt.
The Nigerian government granted oil companies the right to
drill there with exceedingly
little regulation, and used the
money to fill the pockets primarily of rich politicians, and
also distributed it among its
36 states, many of which have
minimal exploitable resources.
While the Ogoni don’t enjoy
many of the petro-dollars flowing
in, they do receive the exorbitant
pollution of the drilling process,
so much so that the process was
dubbed “Environmental Genocide.” Fields soaked in petroleum
are utterly non-arable, wells
contaminated by crude are not
potable, and land covered knee
deep by the sludgy petroleum
byproducts is even less useful.
Saro-Wiwa protested, and

was murdered for his activism. “We all stand on trial, my
Lord,” Saro-Wiwa declared
in a final statement before his
execution 10 years ago. He
reminded the world that big
corporations and the military,
politicians and innocent bystanders, judges and academics all
stand before history. To forget
him, his son added, would be
“play[ing] into the hands of
those who wanted him dead.”
After Acheson’s presentation, he handed the floor over
to Hilaire, father of Élan Hilaire
’08. In the 1990’s Dr. Hilaire
traveled through Nigeria, giving
guest lectures under the auspices
of the U.S. Department of State,
hoping to break through the political oppression. He left Nigeria
days before Saro-Wiwa’s death.
Following his presentation,
Hilaire fielded questions from
students about what should be
done. He explained the problems with “democracy” in
present day Nigeria—poverty,
corruption, split interests, military and paramilitary influence,
ethnic divisions and a violent
colonial and post-colonial past.
The military and paramilitary continue to hold strong ties

to the political system despite
the move towards a civilian
government over the past 15
years, and assassination remains a viable means for control.
Africa’s most populous country, Nigeria used to export food,
but now imports it. There is no
domestic oil refining capability.
Raging debates over Shari’a
and secular law, petro-dollar
distribution, and the cost of
unity tear communities apart.
The national government affiliates itself with
OPEC, the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries, further estranging
itself from the local governments it claims to represent.
“This was a good step towards
raising awareness about how we
live our lives. It’s uncomfortable for us, shuffling through
songs on our iPods, to consider
where our oil comes from, or
how our clothes got to be on
our back,” Acheson said later,
evaluating the talk. The event
gave context to the ideas about
military, democracy, money, oil,
and a liberal student’s role that
would be brought up the next
day with Josiah Bunting III,
and later with Seymour Hersh.

Hee Soo goes home
While many Park students
can hardly wait for 17-day winter break that begins at the end
of this week, Hee Soo Han ’09
is less than enthusiastic about
what will be a much more
permanent hiatus. The ninth
grader, originally from South
Korea, will return home for
good over the break. “I’m not
really happy about going back,”
said Han, “but my parents
want me back. They miss me.”
Han first came to the United
States in January, 2004. Initially, the plan was that Han
would only stay in the U.S. for
a year, but soon after his arrival, he “started liking the U.S.

system of education.” A year
after his arrival, Han came to
Park, entering as an 8th grader.
This year, Han played
on the JV soccer team and
was a member of Partners at Park, Asian Culture
Club, and the Debate Team.
In a recent interview, Han
said he would like to thank
the Upper School student
body—but especially his
fellow freshmen—for their
unwavering graciousness and
acceptance. He also would
like to make everyone aware
that he will be returning to
the U.S. this summer to visit.
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Commentary
Students weigh idealistic and practical
concerns in response to marketing
Advertisements undermine the essence of Park

Ads help maintain enrollment
by Jackie Black ’06 & Anna Lippe ’06

by Ally Oshinsky ’06
By now, everyone at Park is
aware of the new advertising
campaign. Some of our students
are relieved. They feel that the
new ads put many of the misconceptions about our school to
rest. Others are bothered by the
new way in which Park is introducing itself to the community.
I myself have struggled to
understand how our school could
put up the posters I pass numerous times a day. Certainly,
frank discussions about this
issue have already taken place,
in the traditional spirit of our
school. I’m convinced that Park
needs to advertise and the dilemma is trying to explain the
message in a concise way. Yet
the current “solution” to the
problem leaves me dissatisfied.
Featuring test scores in our
ads is meant to combat the
stereotype that Park is not a
“serious academic institution.”

realistic instead of quoting our
philosophy as if it were the
word of God. Since when does
the outside world get to decide
what our bottom line should be?
Research shows that once
we get families into the school
and they go through the admission process, all of these
misconceptions get cleared up.
In my three years at Park I have
played a prominent role on the
student admission committee
and I know how much easier it
is to clarify our message when a
family takes the time to have a
thoughtful conversation. I will
gladly dispel any misconception
the outside world has created
about our school; I’m much
less thrilled to combat those
that our own school is creating.
What bothers me the most
is that some people won’t admit that what we say about
ourselves matters. In a school

with immediate, physical measures. Rather, we see learning as
a life-long journey, and our goal
is to create productive adults, not
necessarily Harvard graduates.
Of course, it’s much easier
to rant than it is to come up
with a thoughtful solution, but
I’ll do my best. It seems to me
that the most popular of the
posters is the one with excerpts
from senior essays. I personally like this one the best not
only because it seems the most
honest but also because of the
line at the top. “We didn’t write
the ad, our students did.” From
that line I realized, who is better qualified to write about the
message of Park School than
those of us who are a part of it
everyday. We are the experts!
Instead of hiring people to tell
us what we need to say about our
school, it seems that that decision
should come from within our

‘I’m convinced that Park needs to advertise, and the dilemma is

trying to explain the message in a concise way’
The implication is that our high
test scores are a physical way
of showing just how much education goes on here at Park.
What frustrates me is that at
our school, we don’t measure the
quality of our education based
on standardized test scores.
In fact, the SATs have little to
no room in Park’s philosophy.
It has been argued that the
information in these ads is what
prospective parents want to
hear, and that we need to be

where one third of a student’s
grade can depend on a selfreflection, what we say about
ourselves truly does matter!
Our philosophy, more than
that of any other private school
in the area, extends beyond the
classroom space, and beyond
the time when we finally receive
those college acceptance letters.
The implication of our philosophy is that the kind of learning
we foster really has nothing to do
creating students who will excel

community. That is to say, professional attention is unnecessary.
Why not assemble a committee of students and teachers
to work with the professionals in advertising? And let’s
not pick just the students who
aren’t bothered by the current
ads, but also students that are.
It’s time for those of us
who find dissent to step up
and be a part of the positive change we wish to see.

photo by R. Kutler’06

We know how wonderful
Park is. We know that the education we are receiving is unique
and progressive. A random outsider cannot see this. As David
Jackson explained to the senior class, there are numerous
misconceptions about the atmosphere and quality of education
here. You have probably heard
people from more “structured”
schools commenting on only
our “hippie, Jewy, artsy” students. (All of these terms were
suggested by the senior class.)
The goal of the new advertising campaign is to get naïve
prospective parents into our
school and show them what
students and faculty here already
know, but printing an advertisement saying, “We are good and
happy” is not enough. There
needs to be concrete, objective
evidence. Nowhere in the ads
does it say that we’re only concerned with SATs. Rather, one
of four advertisements shows
that we do produce results. The
other three posters show that
we have a lot more to offer.
We need to show that we’re

comparable to other schools
before we can show our uniqueness. Parents who are concerned
with finding the right college
for their children want to know
that their children will have
those opportunities. All of our
parents want to know that we
will have the chance to go where
we want. And all parents want
to know that their children
could play in competitive sports
and that they’ll have amazing
teachers. We can’t expect prospective parents to look at Park
favorably if they don’t know
that these opportunities come
from a Park School education.
This does not mean that students who are admitted after
seeing these ads are going to
be genetically different from
us. All it means is that we’re
getting more varied interest.
Once we get them in the door,
we get our chance to show outsiders the amazing classroom
dynamics that we know and
love. We will not be getting a
totally different type of student
body or lack any of our individuality. If prospective families
don’t like what they see, they
won’t be applying here anyway.
In an age in which fewer
families are interested in private
schools, we need to show that
we can compete with the other
private schools. To those who
are opposed to the campaign
and view it as “lying,” we ask
that you look at it as a necessary
marketing tactic. Marketing
is being used to clear the misconceptions and biases, and to
have people who would love it
here at least give us a chance.

Mandatory community service broadens education
by Jen Webber ’07
At Park, we live in a community dominated by wealth
and prosperity. Students are
generally sheltered from the
world at large. While this makes
a case for mandatory community
service hours, should we have
to force students to engage in
it? Obviously, we would rather
have students broaden their
viewpoint by their own desire,
but is this practical thinking?
Yes, the Park philosophy
says that students should choose

to experience life beyond our
small community, but the majority of the students would
probably prefer to ignore social issues and continue to be
ignorant of other lifestyles. As
they say, “ignorance is bliss.”
It is easier to pretend there
isn’t a real world out there than
to confront and learn from it.
If the school implemented a
mandatory service requirement,
students would be required to
step outside their own communities to work in and learn about

others. If the Upper School
faculty is considering altering
the schedule because they don’t
think students make appropriate use of free time, and they
are willing to consider making
it mandatory that ninth graders
get involved in activities, then
why wouldn’t they consider
service hours? The philosophy
emphasizes positive expectations, which is great in theory,
but in actuality it’s not completely practical. Every student
in the school can not be the ideal

Park student, who embraces his
education and lives up to the
Park philosophy to its fullest.
The school speaks of the philosophy as if it is a sacred text.
It’s rarely questioned, and it dictates the way the school is run,
but mandatory community service hours would be a good thing
for the student body. Parents
force their kids to brush their
teeth, and as a result children are
healthier. If the school created
service hours, students would
expand their horizons, experi-

photo by J. Charnas ’07

ence new ways of life and evolve
into more educated citizens,
both intellectually and socially.
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Editorial
Prepared for college
In the weeks leading up to Winter Break, the end of a quarter, and
the end of a semester, teachers scramble to fit in as much material
as possible before the learning momentum is lost. We are undoubtedly working as hard as everyone else, but as we watch the rest of the
world prepare for final exams, we can’t help wondering whether our
seeming “easy way out” that rejects such a ritual, will leave us vulnerable when we take exams for the first time freshman year of college.
We p r i d e o u r s e l v e s o n t h e n o t i o n t h a t w e a r e d i ff e rent from “The Prep School” yet still achieve the same
results, such as high SAT scores and enrollment in highly selective
colleges. However, Park sends students to college without ever having
experienced a mid-term or final—a terrifying encounter for all college freshman (not to mention if a student has never taken one before).
The philosophy of the school is to teach students the tools
they need to succeed in the future. Success by most college standards requires a certain aptitude for taking exams. Are the time
management and study habits we are now learning going to prepare
us for our first college final? The administration has for years stood
by this system and anecdotal evidence appears to support this claim.
Park alumna Amy Weintraub ’04, a sophomore at University of
Rochester, believes that graduates are indeed well prepared for the
college test-taking experience. “We already have the type of study
skills that we would need to prepare for final exams at college.”
Adria Johnson, a freshman at Drexel University, agreed with Weintraub, “I don’t find it hard… my tests remind me of the ones I got at
Park. I do feel like I have to study more; I have to study all year.”
The truth is, it is not regular test-taking in high school, but critical
reading, writing, and thinking skills that guarantee success on college
finals. While other schools attempt to prepare students for the future
by simulating the experience, we place a premium on learning the
real skills necessary to succeed, not only in life, but in college as well.
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An athletic call to action
By the time we return from winter break, the school year will be nearly half
over. There will be no Immersion Week to entertain us and ease us into second
semester. For seniors, the college application process will be nearly complete
and the road to graduation will unfold. In the waning days of our Park School
careers, many may find it harder and harder to make it out of the winter and
through the year. For seniors, though, athletics can make the second half of
the year more meaningful. This is a call to all of the athletes to take hold of
your destiny and leave a lasting impact on your lives and on Park athletics.
The fall athletic season was pitiful, even by Park’s stereotypical un-athletic standards. The Bruins won no championships this fall, but that is not too
bad. Cross Country, which automatically qualified, was the only Boys team
to reach a championship game. Both soccer teams failed to make the playoffs
for the first time since 2001. Girls sports fared better, with both the Varsity
Field Hockey and Varsity Soccer qualifying for the playoffs. Out of all the fall
sports however, the Bruins only claimed one playoff victory. That is lousy.
The point is not to belittle our athletes and coaches, but to encourage them.
With two seasons to go there is plenty of promise. Nothing comes easily; it will
take hard work and devotion to get to the playoffs and win. How we perform is
completely in our hands. With absolute devotion to honing skills in and out of
season, every athlete can help his or her respective team. All too often, teams
exhibit lackluster work ethic, no team concept, and/or no sense of urgency. This
principle should hit closest to home for seniors. The class of 2006’s high school
career is nearing an end. Give it everything you’ve got. Leave everything on the
field. That may be counter to the pervasive misinterpretation of Park’s philosophy,
which produces a halfhearted attitude when it comes to athletics. If you cannot overcome this misinterpretation and strive to do your absolute best in order
to win, then you fail not only your teammates, but also yourself as an athlete.
As the sports seasons progress this year, remember this: you may never have as good
a chance as you have today to change a season, to contribute, and to win a championship.
Go out there, go win, GO BRUINS.

Postscript goes online
The Postscript is now available in a new
online version on a fully-featured website
at www.parkpostscript.com. This is in
addition to the PDF located in the Publications section of the school’s website, www.
parkschool.net. Print, website and PDF
formats will be published concurrently.
The new website includes a “Contact Us”
section, where readers may submit technical comments or letters to the editor.
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Sick is now beast
by Abby Krolik ’09, Elizabeth
Himeles ’09 & Jeremy Golden ’09

When walking through the halls,
one often hears certain words in
students’ conversations that, in
context, seem odd and—dare
we say it—wrong? This isn’t
to say we don’t often find these
new turns of speech exciting. In
fact, we at MAPS (Militant Apostrophe Protection Society) have
decided to investigate the usage
and history of these new fads.
To begin, we went to fellow
student Jamie Matz ’08, to see
what was behind the word beast.
When asked how beast is used he
answered, “It’s, uh, usually a term
used out of excitement.” He then
gave us some examples: “Like
[after] a sweet touch-down pass…a
dive or a tackle, I guess it’s pretty
beast;” or, “a fight, or a good catch,
that would be pretty beastly.”
Thinking about what beast
might have meant originally, Matz
said that the word made him think
of something mythical—a massive, hybrid creature—something
extremely powerful. Maybe the
correlation between the two usages

photo courtesy Brownie

is the excitement of the beast in its
physical description, and the excitement the word provokes when
someone says something is beast.
Although our original interest was in the word beast, we
heard from Matz that a new word
has surfaced. “We’re starting
to use the word sick…sick is
rising.” Apparently beastspeak
was probably sometime from the
middle to the end of last year,
but is being replaced by sick.
As to how beast, or any such
word for that matter, starts being used, Jamie said “...I think it
just starts in one place and then
spreads out.” The use of these
words isn’t started by one student,
but by many in different places.
Nobody knows what makes it catch
on. Although beast is still heard
relatively often, Jamie says that,
“I don’t know, I guess it was just
kind of like sick is more exciting.”
Lastly, we asked Jamie about
a connection between words like
beast and sick to the finger-snapping fad. This is also something
that was perhaps bigger towards
the end of last year, but according
to Jamie it has come in and out
of fashion for generations. “My
dad’s friends used to do it,” he
said. “People got it from Ali G.,
but it didn’t start there.” As for a
connection, he says people seem
to do it because they see others
doing it. Like popular slang, fingersnapping is an exciting addition to
our everyday interactions. Most
of these expressions and gestures
are used to emphasize a job well
done—and that’s pretty beast.

cartoon by W. Miller ’07

Can you spare a little time?
by David Peck ’07
An unfair system is in place at The Park
School. About one month ago I was approached
by a student named Nait Firshbrug (all names
have been changed to protect confidentiality)
who came to me for help. He had been late to
school that day, and had been told that if he was
late one more time he would lose his driving
privileges. His problem was that, to his knowledge, he hadn’t been late that day. He had been in
the Commons, and headed for class with enough
time to get there before 8:30. Unfortunately for
Nait, when he arrived, he was one minute late.
Sadly, this is not a unique occurrence.
As many have suspected for some time, the
school has no standard for accurate timekeeping. The clocks in the school are not
synchronized, and that leads to problems. To
help my friend, I embarked on a quest for
truth. I conducted a survey of a number of

MoMA highlights what Park arts lack
by Jenna Breiter ’06
I’m standing in the MoMA (Modern
Museum of Art) in New York City, and
in front of me is a white canvas. At a
first look, it’s just white. It’s a perfect
square (six feet and three inches on all
sides), sitting on the wall. Its top rests
a few feet above eye level. Yet I’m not
quite engulfed by its aura. Why should
I spend the time to look at this painting? I can paint a canvas white. Do I
really need to spend part of my limited
trip standing in front of this? There are
thousands of other things to see, things
I can’t do on my own. I read the blurb
to the side of “Presence” (as it is titled),
and find that the artist, Shirazeh Houshiary, has painted with both aquacryl with
silverpoint and graphite on canvas. And
that’s why I must look at this painting.
MoMA’s mission is to “create a dialogue between the established and the
experimental, the past and the present,
in an environment that is responsive to
the issues of modern and contemporary
art.” The pieces in MoMA are meant to
address questions, ideas, thoughts that
penetrate a depth of thinking an artist has pursued. As I researched more

about Shirazeh Houshiary, I found that
she is interested in experimenting with
force, with outside presences. She plays
with present and potential events, how
they register cause, and what outcome
results. How she has gone about this
painting, starting with her thought
process, to her application of graphite
on the canvas, is all explanatory of the
meaning of the painting. The purpose
of MoMA is to show viewers that the
process of art is just as important as
the final state. When I look at Houshiary’s painting, “Presence,” I need to
take into account her materials, her
process, and her thoughts. The white
canvas was just the beginning of my
understanding and viewing of “Presence.” It forced me to explore more
of Houshiary’s past, her training, and
her influences. Perhaps that’s exactly
what she wanted from her viewers, a
continuing effort to understand her art.
So here we are at Park. A huge arts
center, a well-staffed faculty, timely art
shows, but there’s something missing.
Discussion. There isn’t anything that
prompts students to respond to the art
shows. There isn’t anything that forces
students to think about artwork in new

photo by R. Kutler ’06

ways. I’m in the senior studio class,
and I know that the dozen or so of us
often comment to each other on the
work we see in the hallways, but our
conversations rarely follow us out of
the classroom. As the years have continued on, and I’ve become a senior, the
vibe of the high school has also slowly
changed. The Arts Center, after being
moved to the other end of the school,
lost the constant ebb and flow of passing students. As a result of the physical
distancing of the Arts Center, the Park
high school student is not forced to
constantly see art, and therefore think
Continued on next page 10

clocks in the school, and from those clocks
I determined that Nait may be off the hook.
The study revealed that the clocks in the
school have an average time inaccuracy of 2
minutes 2.6 seconds. Terrible as that is, it can
be even worse. Traveling from the clock which
is farthest behind to the clock which is the
farthest ahead, you can actually lose a total of
eight minutes and 12 seconds. These clocks are
grossly inaccurate, but faculty members continue to stick to the clocks in their own rooms
as if they were hand set by God and checked
for accuracy by Cherubim every 20 minutes.
While sitting in English class, I was presented
with an even more disturbing problem. A possibility was discussed during first period when one
student, let’s call him Hy Benman, did not arrive
on time. It was 8:40 (by the clock in the room,
it should be noted) and someone who knew the
absentee presented a possible explanation. Since
it was known that Hy, like Nait, would lose his
driving privileges should he arrive at school
late again, it was possible, said his friend, that
when he realized that lateness was impending,
he may just turn around and drive home. Unfortunately, he would have a full day to think
of a reasonable excuse for his absence, but one
more lateness would remove his only mode of
transportation. In short, there is an incentive for
certain students to skip the entire day rather then
risk being late for another class. Hy Benman did
eventually arrive, but under the school’s absurd
system, was that really the right decision?
Now, this study originally began to help
Nait. What has been found? The school’s
data on lateness does not always contain
specific and accurate notes of time actually
arrived. Due to this fact, there is no way of
knowing whether any given lateness may
have fallen within the 2 minute 2.6 second
margin of error. As such, there is no way to
know whether Nait or Hy really have been
“late” as many times as the school may think.
Lateness can not be tolerated, but neither can
inaccuracy. The school must be careful with
any punishments or revocations of privileges
that it may give out before it makes sure that
the clocks are synchronized and accurate. I say,
“Doctor, heal thyself.” The school must correct
the clocks before it can criticize the students
for being late. Nait and Hy might just be off the
hook, but they’d better be careful in the future,
because it is doubtful that the school will be
caught with its proverbial pants down again.
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Why we don’t line up to fight
With recent visits by Josiah Bunting III and Seymour Hersh, students and faculty have begun asking why Park graduates rarely serve
by David Roswell ’09
Over the past 40 years, only
four Park School graduates
have served in the military. In
the last year alone, 150,000
men out of the two million
who turned 18 have enlisted,
according to a report in the
The San Francisco Chronicle.
In “Class Warfare” an article
written by Resident Scholar
General Josiah Bunting III he argues, “It is wrong that America’s
most privileged families have
abandoned military service.”
Park is in no way excluded from
that pattern. There are, however,
a few exceptions. One is Kyle
Tarver ’06, who has applied to
West Point, “I just wouldn’t feel
comfortable sitting around and
making a million dollars while
there are people out there dying
for my country.” said Tarver.
Park’s incredibly low enlistment rate can be attributed
to a few factors. Bunting, as
well as Park School teachers,
students and graduates agree
on what deters Park from the
military. GoArmy.com, the website for U.S. Army recruitment
says, “The Army can provide
direction, …earning money

for college…problem-solving skills...”
The main reason
Park students don’t
enlist is because the
school or the student’s background
has already provided
these attributes, said
John Roemer, an Upper School history
teacher and librarian.
Park students have
a lot of security in
their lives. They are
guaranteed a good
education. As Colonel
Bob Raffel, who graduated Park in 1965
and then enlisted in the marines
after a semester of college said,
“If you don’t need [what the military provides], don’t [enlist].”
Raffel enlisted in the marines
because he knew he was going
to be drafted for the Vietnam
War. Now as head of security at the Miami International
Airport, he is also still in the
reserves and a teacher at the
National Defense University,
in Washington, D.C., where he
administers its Reserve Components National Security Course.
He grew up like many Park

students, coming from a wealthy,
liberal Jewish family. Although
he has had success with the
military, he “wouldn’t encourage anyone to go in,” and he
“hopes [his son] chooses not to
enlist when he comes of age.”
Raffel does not support the
draft, unlike Bunting, unless the
draft is “completely egalitarian,
such as Israel’s [mandatory service],” because if it isn’t totally
equal, it becomes, “a rich man’s
war and a poor man’s fight, like
in Vietnam.” He said that war is,
“scary as hell.” One thing that

really pleases Raffel
is a change he has
seen in the American
public since Nam.
People now “know
the difference between the war and the
soldiers.” Now, even
if people are opposed
to the war, they still
respect and honor the
troops. It was not the
same when he served.
His friends couldn’t
talk to him when he
informed them he
was enlisting. When
they did talk to him,
they called him awful things such as baby killer.
Raffel got the same reaction
from Manfred Schweitzer, former head of the Upper School
at the time Raffel enlisted.
An escapee of Nazi Germany
and a German socialist, Schweitzer gave Raffel a Nazi
salute when the young soldier
returned to Park after serving.
But Raffel is one of few Park
alumni who have served. One
can point to economic, social,
religious, and political reasons to
explain why Park doesn’t fight.
Said history teacher John Ro-

emer, “Since World War II, we
[Park] don’t know what we have
been defending in our wars.”
Roemer said that if the country is
under attack, Park will fight, that
Park students aren’t pacifists.
On the other hand, Kyle Tarver said that “people have not
been outwardly hostile” to him
about his decisions. His family
and friends are not necessarily happy about his applying to
West Point, but they are accepting and willing to support him
in whatever he chooses to do.
Tarver said he is “not really
scared…a bit nervous because
I don’t know what to expect.”
At West Point, students attend
four years of college and then
serve at least five years of active duty and are given many
opportunities and incentives to
stay with the military after that.
Tarver said he doesn’t want
to go to war and really hopes
the war on Iraq is over by the
time his service comes around.
Graduates who have enlisted since 1965 are Michael
Abrams ’65, Brendan D’Anna
’93 and Jessica Schiavone,
’95. D’Anna and Schiavone
went to the Naval Academy;
Abrams enlisted in the Army.

Meet your new neighbors: all 700 of them
Traffic report projects thousands of new cars on roads as open space makes way for developments
by Ben Hyman ’06
When a new family moves in,
neighbors sometimes prepare a
food dish as a housewarming
gift. In the next few months, the
kitchens of Pikesville will be
hot every evening as 700 new
neighbors move into the Quarry
Lake and Parke at Mt. Washington developments. Both are only
a stone’s throw away from Park.
Quarry Lake at Greenspring,
a 230-acre residential, retail
and office development on
Greenspring Avenue in Baltimore County, will allow
residents to move in next year.
Beazer Homes is managing the
residential arm of the project
and is selling 83 single-family
houses and 500 condominiums.
With hundreds of new
residents on Greenspring Avenue, the major issue for Art
Putzel, co-chair of the Pikes-

ville-Greenspring Community
Coalition’s Quarry Committee,
is traffic. “We don’t have to
see the homes, but we have to
drive on Greenspring,” says
Putzel, “There will be an increase in traffic, no question.
In fact, Beazer conducted
a traffic impact analysis study
to comply with local planning
guidelines. According to the
study conducted by The Traffic Group, Inc., and completed
in March 2003, both developments will generate hundreds
of new car trips each day: 756
car trips in and out of Quarry Lake during the morning
rush hour and 966 car trips
during the evening rush hour.
For decades, the only traffic entering and exiting the
Greenspring development was
trucks hauling stone from the
quarry, which dates back to the
Civil War. When the owners

of the mine wanted to put in
an asphalt plant in the 1980s,
the community objected. The
ensuing agreement between the
community and the developer
blocked the asphalt plant, but
demanded that the site not be
an active quarry after 1999.
“We have gone through a lot of

point of contention for years,
Putzel doesn’t believe there
will be negative effects. “Rarely
do you see a study where stopping an industrial [site] hurts
the environment. When they
stopped quarrying, they stopped
pumping [water into the stream]
and Moores Branch stopped

‘The starting price for the condos is the mid$600,000s, but expect to pay nearly $1 million for a
single-family residence’
discussion,” said Putzel, “Some
[development] was certainly
going to happen. We’re pleased
with what was achieved. It
wasn’t the best possible [development], but it was good.”
The focal point of the development will be the 42-acre
man-made lake where the quarry
pit once was. Although environmental impacts have been a

running. There will be a siphon,
and the water will be cold and
clean. There’s no question it will
be environmentally friendly.”
According to Putzel, the
development team took the
north tributary of the Moores
Branch Stream, and put it in a
pipe so that the ordinary flow
doesn’t go into the pit. Only
excess water from a flood or

a heavy rain goes into the pit.
As the lake slowly fills, only
one of four planned residential
clusters will enjoy the waterfront
views. The starting price for the
condos is the mid-$600,000s,
but expect to pay nearly $1
million for a single-family residence. The community will be
gated and home owners will
have access to a clubhouse.
But to experience the development, one only needs pocket
change. Quarry Lake will also
include an office and retail
component. Tommy Obrecht,
president of Obrecht Properties,
LLC which is managing the
office/retail arm of the project,
thinks this project is unique in
the region. “There are not many
mixed use developments in Baltimore County,” Obrecht said.
“It’s the ideal definition of Smart
Growth. You can live there, and
Continued on next page.
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Two new housing developments replace nearby quarry and golf club
Continued from previous page

not have to go on the road at
all. The location is fabulous,
and it’s a great community.”
Obrecht is erecting three
office buildings, two of which
will open in fall 2006. Life
Bridge Health is the first tenant to lease property and will
occupy 85% of one building.
In the retail portion, Obrecht
envisions four restaurants: two
overlooking the lake and two
facing inside the building. Of
those, two would be casual and
two formal. Obrecht also wants
a grocery store, clothing store,
coffee shop, and drug store,
“We’re trying to get national
establishments. We’re talking to
Starbucks, Walgreens, and Eckerd, but nothing is signed,” he
said. The office is being leased at
$28 per square foot and the retail
at $43 per square foot, which
Obrecht claims is comparable
to other local commercial sites.
Just five minutes from the
quarry, Beazer Homes is putting
its stamp on another residential
project. The Parke at Mt. Washington is replacing the former
Bonnie View Golf Course. The
property straddles Baltimore
City and County, and will have
approximately 50 houses in
the city and 200 in the county.
Houses in the county are now
available for sale, while the city
portion of the development has
not yet been approved by the
City’s Planning Department.
As the planner in charge of the
Northwest District for the Plan-

photos by B. Hyman ’06

ning Department, Sara Parnilam,
believes there are still issues to
be addressed. “The community
asked for buffer of 25 feet from
existing homes and their communities on south and west sides
[of the development],” she said.
“[Beazer] is going to look at
feasibility and get back to us.
Their proposed buffer is 10 feet.
In some cases it’s easy [to make

up the difference], but in other
cases it will be more difficult.”
To mitigate traffic, expected
from the Beazer traffic study
to be 275 new car trips during
the morning commute and 371
during the evening commute,
Beazer has agreed to create
turning lanes on Smith Avenue
and widen parts of the street. A
change that might make a drastic

improvement is creating an exit
from the Jones Falls Expressway at or near Smith Avenue.
That idea, said Parnilam, has
been debated for years. “City
residents believe that the Bonnie
View and Quarry developments
might make the residents
change their perspective.”
Parnilam believes there is still
angst in the community, “There

is a great deal of anxiety about
the project in the community,
and traffic probably tops the
list. A lot of people have other
[concerns]: flooding, sewage, environmental issues, open space,
etc. Right now, people are at a
point where it moves forward in
the best manner possible.” For
Pikesville, that means welcoming a few hundred neighbors.

(Clockwise from top left) The development of the Bonnie View golf course will have a major effect on traffic along Smith
Avenue; Beazer Homes builds first houses at The Parke at Mt. Washington; homes to be built at Quarry Lake are already
commanding high prices; When filled Quarry Lake may be the largest quarry-filled man-made lake east of the Mississippi.
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Thaddeus Stevens is
rolling in his grave
by Mickey McCauley ’07
In 1868, Congress passed the
Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution guaranteeing equal
protection under the law. This
amendment is widely considered
the most important in the Constitution; it represents values directly
from those most Americans believe this nation was founded on:
equality, justice, and happiness.
Several weeks ago, we were
graced with two speakers representing two sides of the argument
surrounding a recent bill. The bill
in question is Maryland’s infamous
Wal-Mart Bill, which demands
that all for-profit companies with
over 10,000 employees devote
their “fair share,” or 8% of profits,
toward a company health care plan.
This bill only targets Wal-Mart.
What we have here is a failure

to comply with the Constitution. A
bill specifically targeting a specific
group or person is not only wrong
constitutionally, it’s morally wrong.
Advocates of the bill might claim
that it’s not specifically targeting
Wal-Mart; Wal-Mart is simply
the only for-profit company with
more than 10,000 employees that
does not contribute 8% towards
health care. Sure. If I wrote a
bill with a tax hike for people
who wear yarmulkes, would you
claim it’s only targeting Jews?
Anyway, Wal-Mart is justifiably unhappy with the situation.
We’ve got “civil rights” advocates, like lobbyist Vinnie
DeMarco, trying to use a scapegoat to add an emotional level to
their argument. Wal-Mart is the
quintessential “evil” corporation; if
the bill included non-profit companies, Johns Hopkins would have to

Workshop examines
issues of diversity
by Ashley Robinson ’07

photo by B. Weinstein ’06

pay 8% as well, and no one wants
to target poor, unfortunate Johns
Hopkins (but they do have to pay
6%). Is Wal-Mart supposed to argue against affordable health care?
If an employee on minimum
wage can’t afford health care, let
the government increase minimum
wage. It shouldn’t be Wal-Mart’s
problem. It sounds callous, but
brutal honesty is better than
undermining the Constitution.

My eggs are your eggs for $$
by Sara Fetting ’07
Donating eggs is becoming popular with young women;
however, the process remains
somewhat complex. The general
picture: at a egg donation clinic,
a series of self injected hormones
to hyper stimulate a woman’s egg
production, so, when the time
comes for egg extraction about
four weeks later, the doctor is
ensured at least one useful egg
to transfer to an infertile woman.
The risks are too many to write
here, but include possible vaginal
bleeding, sight impairment, mood
swings, and enlarged ovaries.
So that’s it, a quasi outline of
what an egg donor goes through—
only after her resumé is accepted
by the egg donation center. Many
hopefuls, predominantly younger
women, are sifted out by psychological exams, family background
health forms, and the mentality

of knowing that perhaps in a year
from now, there’s going to be a girl
or boy out there that is yours, with
your eyes maybe, your hair and
skin type. Maybe said kid is angsty
like you were. But you’ll never really know, which is fine for the girls
lining up to get something that all
of us want: quick cash. This whole
procedure can have any woman
walking out of the doctor’s office
with a check for up to, $5000.
I remember the first time I
saw an ad for an egg donation
center. I had gotten my hands on
a college newspaper, and, flipping through the classifieds that
were in the back, my eyes went
to a jumble of bold letters and
explanation points shouting at
readers to pay attention. Make up
to $5000 for some good eggs! The
ad went on to describe a quick
procedure that only took about 25
minutes, but offered a generous

check for a candidate’s donation.
Initially, I was hooked. I
couldn’t imagine an easier way to
come into a substantial amount of
money. The morals grounded into
my head from almost a decade
of a parochial education slipped
away from me as I counted down
only the few months until my
eighteenth birthday, when I could
legally engage in this procedure.
This debate is present today
in my life. I have the option of
potentially making $5000, but is
it morally wrong? I could do a lot
with that money, anything from college and housing to that Miu Miu
bag and those Balenciaga pants I
saw in last month’s Vogue. It bothers me that I have yet to personally
come to a decision. I would like to
think of myself as someone who
could write compellingly on how
morally wrong it is to sell parts
of your body for money, but is it?

The annual Student Diversity Leadership Conference convened November 18. It was held once again
at New Psalmist Baptist Church. Every year, students
from all of Maryland’s local independent schools meet
to discuss diversity and how it affects our schools.
This year, the day was divided into two discussions/
workshops. The discussion entailed of thinking about what
each school’s specific diversity issues were, and how we
could improve on them. A lot of brainstorming went into
thinking up ideas of not only how to increase diversity, but
also how to increase the awareness surrounding diversity.
A big problem that was commonly found among
schools is that we only define diversity as having just
one category: race. Race is only a sub-category for diversity. As long as people continue to have a narrow-minded
view of diversity, society will never make any progress,
and we will always have complaints of how we aren’t
diverse enough. We need to learn how to define diversity correctly before we can complain about our lack of it.
The main issues that Park brought up when we had our
school discussion at the end of one day was our lack of ethnic diversity among faculty and our lack of socio-economic
diversity (and all the generalizations that have been made
about it). As a group, we tried to brainstorm ideas about how
we could draw more people of different ethnicities, races,
and cultures to Park. One of the ideas that we came up with
was having more student involvement in hiring faculty. If we
want to diversify our faculty, then we as students need to take
the initiative and start broadcasting our views, so that when
faculty are hired, we aren’t griping and moaning about how
we have no say as to who joins Park’s Upper School staff.
The other half of the day was spent in a workshop that
discussed specific topics. I facilitated a workshop along with
Bonnie Kenney ’06 and Ally Oshinsky ’06, headed by Dr.
Jackson and Park parent Kim Tarver. In this workshop we
discussed Hurricane Katrina and how the disaster has affected our country. Here students were allowed to vent their
feelings about how the
country responded towards hurricane victims.
Overall, the day was
fairly productive; new
ideas were brought up in
the discussions. Our goal
now is to start incorporating these ideas into the
Park community. We can
dream all we want about
having a diverse school,
but that’s never going to
happen if all we do is dream.
photo by B. Weinstein ’06

Remote Arts Center
leaves little time
for conversation
Continued from MOMA page 7

cartoon by C. Hankin ’06

about it. Those who choose to remove themselves from
the art world, have a very easy time of doing it now at Park.
How can we change that? Can we make art a more day-to-day
interaction for all students? It’s just as important for everyone
to be involved in the arts, as it is for students to be involved
in sports. The government responded with “Operation 66,”
a way to involve students in all activities that occur at Park.
Yet more sports games happen than theater productions.
Isn’t there a way for Operation 66 to extend to art exhibits?
Somehow Park needs to mirror MoMA. We have to
bring up the level of discussion about art. The process of
something, thought and application, has always been an
important part of the Park experience. So, let’s make sure
it’s happening in all facets of the school. We can’t forget the
art world just because it moved to other end of the building.
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Bright Eyes concert unites youth in Washington
by Leah Greenberg ’07
On the train from Baltimore
to Washington D.C. November
18, my friends and I play a
game: find all the kids going
to the concert. A lot of high
school girls, like us, are wearing short skirts and brightly
colored leggings. Along with
boys in black hoodies, eyeliner,
and hair carefully brushed over
their eyes are all headed to
the same place we are: D.A.R.
Constitution Hall to see our
favorite band, Bright Eyes.
After two opening bands,
Magic Numbers and Feist finish,
there’s another too-long break,
the lights dim, and everyone
cheers. A lady walks onstage
and sits in front of the harp
at the front of the stage. The
room falls silent as she starts
to play. The notes rise and fall

and race across the harp, sound
filling the entire room, the pace
picking up and finally slowing
down before she starts to pluck
a familiar beat. The rest of the
band then walks out with Conor
Oberst following. He reaches
the microphone and puts his
beer bottle on the floor next to
the stand, looking behind him at
the rest of the band as the harp
finishes the intro. “Sunrise,
sunset,” Oberst starts, looking
out into the audience. “Sunrise,
sunset. Swiftly go the days.”
And he’s off. The show is
generally on the calmer side,
although that may have more
to do with the atmosphere than
the songs. D.A.R. is all seated, so there is no pushing or
dancing. Personally, I find it
difficult to not move at a concert, so I was reduced to simply
thrashing in my seat. The audi-

ence stays mostly silent during
and between songs – punctuated occasionally by cries of
“I love you, Conor!” or “Have
my babies,” (the former coming from an enthusiastic male
voice to which Conor replied
“I don’t think that’s possible.”)
The setlist itself is comprised
of his entire catalogue, from
songs written when he was
sixteen to ones that are still
unreleased. Some of the songs
are expected, and some are old
favorites--wonderful surprises.
The last encore song he
plays is “Let’s Not Shit Ourselves.” Oberst tells everyone
to stand up and I leap to my
feet, ready to release all the
built-up energy from the rest of
the show. A low timpanum roll
before the guitar kicks in and the
drums start pounding. By now
his voice is hoarse – he yells at

photo courtesy All Music

Conor Oberst, lead singer of Bright Eyes, performed at
D.A.R. Constitution Hall Novermber 18.

us and he yells at the rest of the
city, singing about “all those
public action figures, the cowboy president.” As the last song

ends and Oberst turns toward the
back of the stage, the band erupts
into noise, chaos, and music.

RENT: sappy or snappy?

Preserves Jonathan Larson’s dream Glamourizes poverty
by Mica Fidler ’08
“Forget regret, or life is yours
to miss. No other road, no other
way. No day, but today.” This
seize-the-day attitude permeates
every scene and note of Jonathan Larson’s 1996 Broadway
hit. Chris Columbus’s (director
of Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets) film adaptation
of RENT, which premiered
on Wednesday November 23,
echoes the same mantra as it details the life of eight friends, three
of whom are living with AIDS.
RENT makes a smooth transition from the stage to the big
screen as it neither attempts to
film the musical, previously an
operetta based on La Bohemme,
nor to commercialize its complex
and controversial plot of AIDS,
drugs, and poverty into a sugarcoated, family friendly version.
Instead, the makers of RENT reorder and remove songs, tweak
words, and create a lot of spoken
dialogue, which was previously
sung in the Broadway version.
The film also clarifies and
brings out diffeRENT, more
subtle aspects of the play’s plot.
Angel, a free-spirited transvestite, is more directly an
inspiration for the entire group’s
positive attitude in the face of
adversity. While he played only
a supporting role in the original,
his outlook on life is highlighted
much more in the film. The
directors also chose to show
Roger’s heroin addicted exgirlfriend, a musician who gave

him AIDS. This girl, who slit role of Mimi, the exotic dancer
her wrists upon being diagnosed and leading lady in both the
with the disease, is only a men- play and film. Each one of the
tion in Larson’s original version. numbers is jaw-droppingly well
The new medium of film rehearsed, and every word comes
endows Larson’s plot with across clearly and passionately.
Save a few unavoidable climany artistic opportunities,
which it lacked on the stage. chés, RENT the Broadway hit,
The greater flexibility with sets has now become RENT the
and cinematography
clearly enhance the
storyline and make
it equally moving for
old RENT devotés
and newcomers alike.
Although it manages to retain its
artistic, edgy quality without becoming
cheesy, as many playto-movie remakes
have done, there are
occasional moments
where the sets are
somewhat clichéd
and rhyming dialogue seems forced.
Overall, however, the
directors did a great
job of weaving the
fantastically catchy
music seamlessly into
the film’s quick plot.
As for the musical half of the show:
viewers will delight
in most of the original
cast which returned photo courtesy SONY pictures
for the making of the film. The film sensation. So, seize the
only newcomers were Baltimore moment and go see it soon;
School for the Arts alum, Tracie there’s “no day but today.”
Thoms who plays Joanne, the
controlling lesbian lawyer and
Rosario Dawson who takes the

by Nate Oseroff ’07
When I think of those who
obsess over RENT, I imagine
seeing them at Renaissance
Festivals, wearing vintage tshirts, and having a bizarre love
for fan-fiction between Johnny
Depp and Legolas. This is what
RENT’s fan base is mostly comprised of--those who
dream of things they
have neither touched
nor seen. When I
looked around the
nearly empty movie
theatre after seeing the
film, I saw only children my age. Then it
struck me: those who
love Rent were not
living during its era.
Not one of us teenagers has experienced
the horror of AIDS,
lost someone to heroin
use, or lived under
the ever-present umbrella of paranoia and
denial. Our parents
may have experienced
this and their friends
may have too.
There is a separation between the
viewer and the movie. It is not merely
a separation of time
(the 1980’s vs. 2005)
and place. There is an even
greater separation in this movie between the reality of the
80’s AIDS scare and RENT’s
fantastic world of bohemia.
Beyond the cliché songs (that

went that oh-so-special halfstep up during the climax of
the song and the horrendous
lyrics that were, how should
I put it… bland) was a story
that could have been incredible to see. Instead, there were
too many sparkles in the air
cleaning up the grim reality to
show us something happy. Every outfit for each character was
fashionable, clean, bohemian in
style, and undeniably modern.
Rent was shallow in both
acting and song. With great oneliners such as [feels forehead]
“The fever’s breaking!” after the
most bizarre song about eyes and
songs and feeling good about the
world, it was difficult not to physically cringe in the theatre seat.
New York’s bohemia was
clean. Sure, poor people were
on the street, but none of these
poor people ever talked. Instead,
we heard about the lives of friggin’ self-righteous runaways
who left their upper-middle
class families. Even the studio
band backing the happy singers
was clean and horribly loud,
and at times even overpowered
the dubbed singing. Even when
Angel died, everyone in the cast
was - you guessed it - happy!
True, I am not a Renthead.
However, I would have loved to
see how this would have played
out on stage. And this is what
pains me most. So many diehard
fans of RENT traveling to see
this movie in all its fantasy will
be sorely disappointed to see
a dream world without a soul.
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Working impresses audiences with individual talent
by Rachel Berkowitz ’07
Since I was a stage manager
for Howard Berkowitz’s previous musical, Two Gentleman of
Verona (and being his daughter),
I am quite familiar with his style.
I have been able to predict his
directing, but because Working is such a different musical,
I had no idea what to expect.
Instead of being a traditional
play with a story line and consistent characters, we were shown
glimpses of the many different
lifestyles of everyday people.
Studs Terkel, the author of
the book the play was based
on, wanted the actors and audience to know the joys, the
hardships, and the emotions
of people we normally pass
by without a second thought.
Leah Wissow ’06 designed
the set as a simple one with different levels painted in a neutral
beige. Small and large boxes of
the same beige color were used
as furniture. I thought her decision was a good call because the
characters were simple people.
If she had chosen extravagant
props and furniture it would
have thrown the show off. It was
delightful to watch how easily
the set changed for each scene
and the different ways the pieces

were used. The levels and the
boxes also gave the theater a city
feeling, a working place feeling.
The music sounded amazing.
David Golaner ’96, the conductor, never skipped a beat and
had his orchestra of six, Anders
Hulleberg ’07 on bass, Paul Hulleberg on guitar I, Noah Berman
’09 on guitar II, Ben Goldstein
’07 drums, Adele Dinerstein on
keyboard I, and Ben Starr ’07
on keyboard II, hit the notes at
exactly the right times, never
a second too early or late. The
musicians, all in black, were
“heard and not seen,” and no
one in the audience could get
their music out of his head.
The music and singing helped
make the show unforgettable. Indeed, the singing was absolutely
beautiful. Carly Schleider ’06
broke loose, outdoing herself
on “What I Could Have Been,”
and I keep wondering how Mica
Fidler ’08 danced and sang at
the same time with such energy and glory “I’m Just Movin”
Over the past decade, Berkowitz has put on many different
types of shows: Greek classics,
a Shakespeare tragedy, one act
student-written plays, David
Ives’ All In The Timing, and
the fun-loving Two Gentlemen
of Verona. For every produc-

tion, he works hard to ensure
that the actors look natural, as
if nothing is forced. Berkowitz
used his eclectic ensemble of
actors to bring out the power of
such a unique sort of play. He
and Dinerstein found a way to
match the singing with the acting so that no part lacked either.
Lauren Rubin ’06 and Dan
Schwait ’08 not only sung and
acted but also broke our hearts.
Bounding down the stairs with
his newspapers, Jake Irwin ’08
was the best newsboy Berkowitz and Dinerstein could have
picked, along with other examples of superb casting, such
as Ari Lisk ’06 as the energetic,
idealist waitress and Andi Lichtenfeld ’06 as the determined,
powerful cleaning woman. But
these are just a few of the examples of great singing and acting.
The actors took the characters
deeply to heart. Jamie Savage
’06, for example, was the hooker we never hear. She played
someone who is overlooked
in our society but spoke as if
she were a real person talking
during a real interview. Adam
Rogers ’06 is a very flexible
actor and in Working, he balanced playing two very different
characters like a pro. Mara Irwin
’06 was totally convincing as the

Capote boasts excellent acting
by Rebecca Martin ’06
Capote, the much heralded
movie about writer Truman Capote (Philip Seymour Hoffman),
deserves all the praise it has
received from critics. The movie
is a fascinating and slightly
frightening look at the creation
of In Cold Blood--Capote’s
groundbreaking “non-fiction
novel” about the random, gruesome murder of the Clutter
family in Holcomb, Kansas in
1959. The book crowned and
ended Capote’s career as a serious writer. The movie explores
his relationship with one of the
killers, Perry Smith (Clifton Collins Jr.), and the story’s scarring
emotional impact on Capote.
Hoffman’s portrayal of Capote will undoubtedly earn him an
Oscar nomination. He captures
the mannerisms of the eccentric
writer flawlessly, but his acting
goes deeper than surface gesture
and style. Hoffman inhabits his
character with striking psychological realism: there was never
a moment when I thought I was
watching Hoffman act. For the
audience, Hoffman is Capote.
Although Hoffman’s impressive performance dominates,
others deserve mention. Catherine Keener plays Nelle Harper
Lee, writer and longtime friend
of Capote, with a mixture of

photo courtesy SONY pictures
Philip Seymour Hoffman and Catherine Keener star as Truman
Capote and Nelle Harper Lee in Bennett Miller’s Capote. The
movie is excpected to be a strong contender in the Oscar race.

grace and grittiness that seems
fitting for the author of To Kill
a Mockingbird. Clifton Collins Jr. gives Perry Smith, the
jailed killer whom Capote first
meets in Holcomb, an air of
vulnerability and sorrow that
makes Capote’s growing fascination with him believable.
The audience can appreciate
Capote’s emotional turmoil
as he comes to sympathize
with, and even love, the killer
whose story he must exploit.
Capote is a character piece.
By focusing only on one portion
of the writer’s life, the movie
has time to flesh out the emotional devastation that Capote
experiences while investigat-

ing the murder and writing his
book. Although its portrayal of
Capote’s initial visit to Holcomb
seemed rushed and didn’t establish Capote’s motivations for
following Smith very clearly,
the rest of the movie more than
makes up for this. As the movie
delves deeper into Capote’s
increasingly desperate quest to
grasp Smith’s personality and
find out exactly what happened
on the night of the murders, the
viewer comes to understand
exactly what drives Capote into
his obsessive downward spiral.
Impeccably put together, Capote is moving and gripping. It is
one of the best movies of the year.

photos by C. Klassen ’06

The musical Working featured Conrad Swiebel, played by M.
McCauley ’07 and Kate Rushton, played by L. Rubin ’06.

schoolteacher as was Carly Donnelly ’06 as the secretary, and
Johnny Weiss ‘07 as the fireman.
The script sets up the lives of
very different people but Berkow-

itz, Dinerstein, the musicians and
the cast brought the play together in a very coordinated, smooth
way. Working worked well.

Under the Banner of
Heaven exposes
secret Mormon lives
by Peter Sicher ’07
Jon Krakauer is accustomed
to taking risks in order to write
a book. After all, he climbed
Mt. Everest in order to write
his best-seller, Into Thin Air. He
also traveled into the Alaskan
wilderness for Into the Wild.
In his newest book, Under the
Banner of Heaven, the risks
are different. He is not climbing mountains or going into
the wilderness. He instead researched a religious sect that is
extremely hostile to outsiders:
Mormon Fundamentalism, also
known as the Fundamentalist Latter Day Saints (FLDS).
Under the Banner of Heaven
is tied together by a double
murder that was committed in
1984. Brenda Lafferty and her
15-month-old daughter were
brutally murdered by Brenda’s
brothers-in-law, Dan and Ron,
who believed that they were
acting on orders from God.
After describing this murder,
Krakauer goes on to tell the
reader more about the FLDS,
its roots and its beliefs. For
example, the FLDS believe
that the Mormon Church made
a colossal mistake when it renounced polygamy in the late
19 th century under pressure
from the federal government.
Krakauer ties all this back to
the Lafferty brothers. In fact,
many of the leaders of the

FLDS are connected in some
way to the Lafferty brothers.
While telling the reader
about the FLDS, Krakauer
explains what a disturbing
practice polygamy is. Girls,
often as young as 15 are forced
to marry older men (who are
sometimes their relatives) who
already have several wives.
People born into the FLDS
are brainwashed into believing
that anyone outside the sect
is evil. This makes it especially hard for people to escape.
Krakauer points out similarities between Osama Bin
Laden’s beliefs and the beliefs
of the FLDS that are impossible not to notice: a belief
that it is acceptable to commit horrible acts of violence
in the name of God, a belief
that all people are evil unless
they are on your side, and a
complete and utter disregard
for women’s rights. Under the
Banner of Heaven is to say
the least, disturbing. Krakauer
shows us that not all religious
fundamentalists are Islamic
and that we can find dangerous
ones within our own country.
Under the Banner of Heaven is a fascinating book and
Krakauer does a good job of
holding the reader’s attention. Anyone who is interested
in current events, American
history, or religion would probably find this book fascinating.
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Double album
Mesmerizes
by Peter Treadway ’08

photo by R. Kutler ’06

The new art show in the Davidson Lobby draws conncetions between art and music. It will
be open to viewers from December 8, 2005 to February 3, 2006.

Math meets art at Elegant
by Elizabeth Cunningham ’07
The new arts exhibition entitled “Elegant,” will be up for
viewing through February 3.
It is designed to highlight the
strong connections between art
and math. The show, which
features the work of three wellknown artists, students, and
other contributors, is an impressive collection of different
perspectives and media—from
a kindergartner’s blocks, to the
intricate folds of cloth based
on complex mathematical formulas by a professional artist.
We see five drawings by Jack
Tworkov, a leading abstract expressionist. The drawings were
done in the late sixties when
mathematical systems became a
driving force in his work. One of
his drawings is a visualization of
the golden ratio, another a visualization of all the possible paths
a knight could take on a chess-

board. Helaman Ferguson, an
artist and math PhD, combines
fundamental structures of the
world in her three-dimensional
visualizations of mathematical structures. Her medium
is ancient rock—a component
of the physical world. Chris
Palmer, another featured artist,
uses math to create patterns and
structures that have never been
seen before. He, as well as other
featured artists, studied medieval
Middle Eastern art such as tilings or weavings for inspiration.
The Algebra Project, a national organization with an
active branch in Baltimore, is
also involved in the exhibit.
Baltimore’s branch of The Algebra Project teaches students
to tutor other students in algebra
with a step-by-step process that
begins with a form of art and
ends with graphing and numbers. The Algebra Project is

also a political activist group;
they view learning math as a
right, which is often denied to
public school kids through insufficient funding. To protest
this societal disadvantage, The
Algebra Project is having a student speak-out called “Math +
Art = Civil Rights” in January.
The exhibition is a creative
view of the cross-section of
math and art, and is well worth
a look. The kindergarteners will
be creating new sculptures with
their blocks every week, and
the combination of community
and professional involvement is
very persuasive. Math classes
have already begun to take field
trips to see and discuss the show.
The exhibition was developed by Peter Bruun and Carol
Bier, a math and art scholar. A
“Tea and Talk” will be held in
January for this exhibit, and
Bier will be the speaker.

It’s been over half a year
since System of a Down released
the first half of their new double
album project: Mezmerize/Hypnotize. Mezmerize, along with
its first single, “B.Y.O.B.” (Bring
Your Own Bombs) was a huge
hit and an album most rock and
heavy metal fans enjoyed. I, for
one, was made into a System of
a Down fan by such songs as
“Question!” and “Sad Statue,”
which brought into their everimproving style a new theme,
increased amounts of singing
time by guitarist and lead songwriter Daron Malakian. Overall,
Mezmerize was a great record and
millions anticipated the sequel.
When Hypnotize came out
November 22, fans rushed the
stores to obtain copies and,
undoubtedly, compare the two.
One of the first tracks that struck
me was the catchy “Kill Rock ‘N
Roll,” which has certain pop and
even emo qualities that aren’t
presented in the band’s earlier
albums. “Lonely Day” was another song that jumped out at me
because it was a complete and

utter departure from their style,
while being very good. The
band remains true to its early
music in songs like the powerful “Tentative,” which is loud
and heavy at some points but
backed up with powerful vocals
from lead singer Serj Tankian.
The album’s most distinguishing quality is that more
than ever, System of a Down
has fit in mandolin-playing and
hints of the Middle East to
showcase the band’s Armenian
roots. This quality is made
clearest in both the title track
and lead single “Hypnotize,”
and tear-jerking “Soldier Side.”
If you’re only semi-interested in this band, I’d have
to say Mezmerize is the way
to go. Overall, Mezmerize is
the one with the most quality
tracks, whereas Hypnotize has
a few filler tracks that really
shouldn’t have made the cut,
such as “She’s Like Heroin.”
Both are still amazing
albums. The best way to appreciate them is to buy Mezmerize
first, let it sink in, and then
think about buying Hypnotize.

New musicals disappoint
by Daniel Schwait ’08
NEW YORK- November
has brought us a number of new
musicals, some more worthy of
our money than others. Stephen
Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd: The
Demon Barber of Fleet Street
kicked off this November’s
stream of shows on Broadway.
This new, scaled-down production features ten people, who are
the leads, the chorus, and the orchestra. Patti LuPone (who plays
the tuba) and Michael Cerveris
(who plays the guitar) star as
Mrs. Lovett, the owner of a London meat pie shop, and Sweeney
Todd, a man with his own recipes for pies and revenge. The
hilariously creepy thriller has
gotten great reviews and I would
strongly recommend seeing it.

Jersey Boys opened to mixed
reviews. The show follows
in the footsteps of the many
other “jukebox musicals” to
open on Broadway in the last
several years (Mamma Mia,
Movin’ Out, Good Vibration
and All Shook Up). This show
draws its score from the music
of Frankie Valli and The Four
Seasons. I am not going to even
attempt to recommend this show
because “jukebox musicals” are
the worst thing to happen to this
country since reality shows.
Instead of shelling out $100 to
hear “Big Girls Don’t Cry” and
“Walk Like A Man,” buy a greatest hits CD and bank the rest.
Next to open was Stephen
Temperley’s play Souvenir. It is
based on the life of New York
socialite Florence Foster Jenkins.

Jenkins fancied herself a great
opera singer, and boy was she
wrong. This two person show
stars Judy Kaye and Donald
Corren as Jenkins and her accompanist Cosme McMoon. The
joke gets old very early: she really couldn’t sing and you don’t
need two hours of audio pain.
Go only if you get free tickets.
Very quickly, November’s
offerings went from bad to
worse. On November 17, Andrew Lloyd Webber’s newest
horror, The Woman in White,
opened to mediocre reviews.
The London import features
West End stars Maria Friedman
(still performing even though
she was recently diagnosed with
breast cancer) and Michael Ball.
This show has a computerized
set and a typically uninterest-
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System of a Down’s Mesmerize came out May 17, followed
by the realease of Hypotize, the second album of the double
album project, November 22.

ing score from Broadway’s
most commercially successful,
and in my opinion, overrated
composer. I would steer clear
from this show at all costs.
BALTIMORE- Coming to
the Hippodrome December
20 is Hairspray. The show is
making its second stop in town
and is nothing short of a fun
and tacky night, though I can’t
imagine the touring company
would be better than the original
cast. The annual musical at Cen-

ter Stage begins December 16
when the company puts on Stephen Flahtery and Lynn Ahrens’
Once On This Island. The plot
is unoriginal and the music
is catchy but not memorable.
Still, Center Stage always does
a nice job with their musicals.
Finally, at Everyman Theater is Frank McGuinness’
drama, Someone Who’ll Watch
Over Me. The play is about
an Englishman, an Irishman,
and an American trapped in a
prison cell in the Middle East.
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Sports
Girls Varsity Basketball adopts pitbull mantra
by Gus Bloom ’06
Last season brought the Girls
Varsity basketball team a taste of
what it’s like to be in the race for
the championship, with a tough
loss against Baltimore Lutheran
in the semifinals. Even though it
lost, the team took away a desire
to make it to the championships
again. “We are trying harder this
year than ever before. We know
we have a chance, and we want to
win,” said Allie Gold ’06. Captain
Sarah Gold ‘06 is excited about the
team’s potential, “We look very
good in practice. After our first few
games, I think we will look really
good.” The team is full of strong
underclassmen such as Dawn Lee
’09 and Claire Ellwanger ’08, and
is led by a core of seniors. “We
look to the underclassmen to carry
a lot of weight for this team. They
are an important part of our success,” said captain Tara Gelb ’06.
The season is important to the
seniors who say that this year they
must take advantage of every opportunity. This drive is expressed
in the symbolism of the pit-bull.
Coach Kevin Coll picks a different
animal each year that best characterizes the team. Last year, the

team’s symbol was a piranha. Gelb
hopes the pit-bull characterization
will help motivate the team.
Even though practices are looking good, the team’s first game
against Mt. Carmel was a disappointment. Down at halftime, the
Bruins rallied and took the lead
in the third quarter. Mt. Carmel
fought back and won by one point.
“We could have won. We had a
chance, and we let it slip through
our fingers. But it was our first
game, and we won’t let it happen
again,” said S. Gold. None of the
players doubt the team’s desire.
“We definitely have the heart; it’s
just a question of fundamentals.”
said A. Gold.
The anticipated game against
C-conference opponent, Glenelg Country School December
9 was canceled due to snow. On
December 12, the team faced a
B-Conference Friends team. The
Bruins had their work cut out for
them; Friends was coming off a
win against Bryn Mawr in their
season opener, and proved to be too
tough an opponent. The Bruins lost
62-37, falling to 0-2 this season.
They resume play away at Key
School January 4th.

(Counterclockwise from top) Pointguard S. Gold ’06 drives down the lane; and finishes
a left handed basket; M. Fidler ’08 hounds a Friends player in the corner with the ball.

Girls JV relies on their
upperclass leadership
by Kayla Bruun ’09
The Girls JV basketball team is
excited to begin its season. So far,
they have had lots of practice with
few games, but even practices are
treated with universal enthusiasm
from the players.
Led by Coach Kirk Fairfield, the
team has been focusing on conditioning drills in practice. Although
tedious at times, the drills made
the team feel more confident and
satisfied with their fitness. “[The

drills] definitely got us in shape,”
said freshman She’Tiel Coley.
The whole team was fired up
for their first game of the season at
Mount Carmel, December 7. Park
won the game decisively, 28-10.
“When I first saw how our team
was, I thought to myself, man, we
are going to lose. But now, after numerous practices and conditioning
drills…I think that we just might
have a chance,” said Coley.
The girls hope that their record
reflects the promising combina-

A Friends offender feels the defensive pressure applied by M.
Langlois ’07 and looks to pass.
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tion of individual skill and strong
teamwork that the team possesses.
“I honestly can’t foresee how this
team is going to do this year, but
we have a lot of people who know
what they are doing and if we get
down the plays I think this team
could be on fire,” said Devin Heit
’09
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She’Tiel Coley ’09 races the
ball over half court.

Soccer moves inside;
loses three all-stars,
but still competitive
by Ben Levin ’08
Following a successful outdoor campaign, the Girls Varsity Soccer team has moved on to its indoor season. Along
with the team, outdoor Assistant Coach Kristy Toney has also
moved inside, becoming the head coach.
A core of the outdoor team plays indoor, including
sophomores Jess Oring, Jane Eisner, Gabby Lessans, Molly
O’Keefe, Sam Zerhusen, and Franny McGill. Captains
Liz Levitan ’07 and Lea Bacharach ’07 are joined by field
hockey player Liz Gauvey-Kern ’07. Goalie Lynn Meyerhoff
’09 anchors the defense as she did outside.
The indoor team does not include three outdoor all-stars,
Claire Ellwanger ’08, Meghan McMahon ’07, and Sarah
Gold ’06, two of whom the team lost to basketball. The loss
of these players will not help, but according to lone senior
and captain Saba McCoy, “We are a young but talented team,
and our goal is to end up in the playoffs.”
The team took their first steps towards those playoffs
when they played St. Johns December 2. The Bruins came
away with a dominating 4-1 win. Eisner led the team with
two goals, while Zerhusen and Kayla Bruun ’09 each scored.
Coming off its win, the team played Glenelg Country School
December 6. The girls once again dominated with a score of
8-4. With a 2-0 record, the team is tied with Friends at the
top of the A-conference standings.
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JV Boys aim for 4th championship
by Brad Mendelson ’06
Coach Dave Tracey welcomed
his new Boys JV Basketball team
with words of wisdom: “We are
servants of the crown, and it is
our sole duty to protect it.” This
team is not just looking to repeat
a championship. It must live up
to the legacy established by the
last three JV teams which have
combined to lose one conference
game en route to three straight
C-conference championships.
To say that expectations are high

would be an understatement.
This year’s roster is not loaded with superstars like some JV
teams in the past. Instead, the
team has chosen instead to focus
on hard work. At the head of this
campaign is Assistant Coach
Josh Ackerman. Ackerman has
been putting his players through
intense workouts that have included everything from running
two miles before practice, to running sprints for lengthy amounts
of time.
“I’ve never been on a team
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Sophomore B. Levin sets up to steal the ball.

that works harder, or has been
more intense in practices,” said
Captain Ben Levin ’08. The
team also elected sophomore
Rex Gelb captain. These two,
along with Quentin Rosborough
’08, Jeremy Scharf ’07, and Anthony Kinslow ’08, make up the
starting line up for the JV.
This intensity got the squad
off to a great start, blowing out
both Greater Grace, 68-25, and
CHEN, 68-29, in their first two
games. Due to these wins, the
players’ spirits were riding high
going into their game against Bconference rival, John Carroll.
It appeared early on that a win
would be unlikely. The team
immediately found itself down
11-0 in the first quarter, and
did not improve throughout the
game. After accumulating three
technical fouls, the Bruins went
on to lose 67-24.
The boys’ next game came
against a rising power in the JV
league in Sts. Peter and Paul.
The Sabres played the last year’s
JV squad tough, taking them into
overtime in the first game. This
year’s team at Sts. Peter and
Paul came out on a mission and
dominated the first three quar-

Terps: something to cheer about
by Ben Goldstein ’08
After disappointing seasons
by the Ravens and Orioles, there
is now only one team that has a
chance to make the state proud:
the University of Maryland
Men’s Basketball Team. Led
by seniors Nik Caner-Medley,
Chris McCray and Travis Garrison, the Terps are currently
ranked 17th in the nation by the
Associated Press, with a (7-2)
record and off to its best start in

four years. We will quickly find
out just how talented Maryland
is as they begin their Atlantic
Coast Conference schedule this
month. The ACC is strong this
year, as always.
The Terrapins are coming off
their worst season in more than
a decade. They went 7-9 in the
ACC and failed to make the
NCAA Tournament for the first
time in 12 years. Head Coach
Gary Williams is looking to take
this team back to the tourna-
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George Washington’s Omar Williams, takes a shot against
Maryland’s Ekene Ibekwe and Travis Garrison.

ment and hopes that the return
of junior guard D.J. Strawberry
will help this team. Since the
departure of John Gilchrist, Williams has been looking to fill the
point guard position. The front
runner seems to be Strawberry
but Chris McCray and junior
guard Sterling Ledbetter have
also received time there.
Maryland has looked good
this year, but has played inconsistently. They were neck and
neck with the #7 team in the
nation, Gonzaga, but fell apart
midway through the second
half.
When they took on unranked
Minnesota in the ACC/Big Ten
Challenge, the Terps fell behind
early as Minnesota took a 23-8
lead. Towards the end of the
first half they tightened the lead
to six and in the second half they
broke open the game, eventually
cruising to a 17-point win.
Consistency is one of the
major question marks this year
for Maryland. If the Terps can
stay consistent, they should be
one of the top teams in the ACC.
Consistency was a major problem last year as Maryland swept
their archrival Duke but lost to
Clemson three times.
The Terrapins are ready to
get the ACC season going, as
are most fans. It looks like it
may be another season of ups
and downs, but one thing is
certain; the Terps will make it
interesting.
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A. Kinslow ’08 drives past a Sts. Peter and Paul defender.

ters of the game. While Park
would turn up the intensity late
,it would not be enough to make
up the deficit and the Bruins lost
by a score of 50-37, falling to
0-1 in conference play.
Although this JV team may

not be the same powerhouse that
Park has seen over the last three
years, the coaches and players
are optimistic that it will be able
to continue the strongest dynasty
that this school has ever seen.

Fresh-Soph wins big;
suffers close defeats
by Becka Althauser ’09
Prior to the season’s start, captain Carlos Cruz ’09 said, “I think
our team is very confused right now about what we have to do this
year. I think that we will start picking it up when we see the competition though. We have the talent to be in the playoffs and maybe
even take it all the way.”
Encouraging signs have marked the beginning path of the Boys
Fresh-Soph basketball team as Cruz predicted. On November 30, it
played their first game against Gilman, a formidable opponent considering it recently dropped down from the A conference. Park lost,
43-45. Each team scored in alternating possessions until Gilman’s
final shot right before the buzzer. The loss did nothing to dampen
Park’s spirits. Its next game, an overwhelming 53-15 win over McDonogh proved its morale was still high. Park dominated the game; a
great victory for the school since in the past two years no Fresh-Soph
team has beaten McDonogh.
Park’s Fresh-Soph team is filled only by freshmen. Even with this
lack of experience, the team is optimistic about a successful season.
Starters Sean Boone, Cruz, Nathaniel Colbert-Sangree, Jackson
Houbolt, and D’Andre Winder are backed by a strong bench. Roger
Seidenman ’85 is the seasoned Fresh-Soph coach who reflecting on
his roster said, “I can see these players being the stars of the JV and
Varsity teams.”
With only 12 games left in the season, the recent one point loss
to St. Paul’s December 5 was a disappointment. The team remains
hopeful though after the 33-32 loss because St. Paul’s leads the way
in the division’s early standings. Park will have five weeks to hone
their skills and improve their game before a chance at redemption
against Gilman. “I think that if we can keep up with Gilman, a team
which is clearly very good, then we should be able to hold our
ground,” said Kyle Ottenheimer.
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D’Andre Winder ’09 drives to the basket for a layup.
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Boys Varsity faces tough pre-season play;
gains experience leading to league contests
by Hank Nathan ’06
With a total of nine seniors
on the team this year, the Park
Boys Varsity Basketball team
looks for big things this season.
Unfortunately, last season, the
Bruins fell just short of their
goal of winning the MIAA C
Conference Championship. This
year, the team is full of veteran
leadership with players that have
been playing together since 6th
grade. The starting five this season are Dia Clark, Jake Wiggins,
Zac White, John Gill, and Alex
Brooks, all seniors.
This group of players is well
rounded: a great ball handler
and floor general in Clark, a
sharp-shooter in Wiggins, the
most versatile player on the
team in White, a scrappy hustler
in Gill, and a towering center
in Brooks. This combination of
players has the potential stifle
opposing teams; Clark can shut
down any guard, White will
come up with steals out of nowhere, and Brooks will contest
every shot inside. With all that
in mind, this year’s team aspires
to nothing short of a conference
championship.
The only question that remains is how the bench will
complement a starting five that
is undoubtedly the class of the C
Conference and has great chemistry together. Nick Papson, just
a sophomore, is the first player
off the bench and he could be the
perfect spell for Clark or Wiggins since he can handle the ball
and play a lock down defense.
Ian Long ’07 and Johnny Weiss
’07 could sub for Brooks or Gill.
Trey Boone ’07 could sub for
Wiggins or White and be a nice
spark off of the bench. Also,
once Brad Mendelson ’06 is
healthy, he could come in to be
the defensive specialist that the
team needs. Ultimately, games
might come down to these role
players, who also include seniors
Eric Baylin, Ben Weinstein, and
Tyler Weinberg.
Clark, a captain, summed up
the early portion of the season
by saying, “I think so far the

season has been what people
have been expecting. We have
been taking care of the teams we
were supposed to beat, while at
the same time, giving the teams
that everyone, except us, expects
to not even come close to, a
run for their money. The most
important part of each game, no
matter what the outcome is, is
to make sure we learn from it
and continue to get better.” In
response to what is in store for
the team’s future, Clark added,
“The future looks bright for
us. These tough games that we
have out of conference aren’t
going to do anything but tune
us up for our conference games
so that we’ll already be used to
playing at a high level. We’re
getting guys back from injuries
and all the pieces are beginning
to fit together. As long as we stay
healthy and continue to learn and
have fun, we’re going be tough
to beat.”
Park played its first game
of the season November 21.
The home opener was against
Greater Grace Christian Academy, a team Park has opened
up against in recent years. In a
hard fought game, Park overcame a deficit that lingered for
almost three quarters and won
the game 64-56. In the fourth
quarter, after shedding some of
their rust, the offense turned it
on, scoring 27 of their 64 points
which was too much for Greater
Grace to handle. White scored
22 points, one point shy of a career high. He was complemented
by senior point guard Clark, who
added a career high of 16 points.
Brooks held his own against the
monstrous 6’6” Greater Grace
center, and came through in the
fourth quarter when the team
needed him the most. He added
10 points and 10 rebounds. Ultimately, the five senior starters
overwhelmed their opponents.
This was the right note for the
Bruins to start their season on.
Park was then set to face the
Christian Home Education Network School. In a high-scoring
affair, CHEN was no match for
Park which won 87-71.
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Senior D. Clark splits three Greater Grace defenders for a layup.

With Clark sidelined due to a
wrist injury, everyone stepped up
in the game against John Carroll.
Although this was a non-conference game, there is a strong
rivalry between Park and John
Carroll; the last time the two
schools faced each other, Park
defeated John Carroll for the
MIAA B Conference Lacrosse
Championship. Unfortunately,
this time, things did not go as
smoothly, and Park lost 46-57.
Park then traveled to St.’s Peter
and Paul High School for their
first in-conference game. The
Bruins trampled their opponent,
winning 66-38, in a game in
which everyone contributed.
Park’s record improved to 3-1
overall and 1-0 in the C Conference.
This year, Park was invited
to the Boys’ Latin Invitational
Tournament which included
a mixture of C and B Conference teams. In the first and only
game (the tournament was subsequently cancelled because of
snow), they faced Boys’ Latin,
a perennial title contender in
the B Conference. From the
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Z. White ’06 lays the ball up in the second half vs. BL.

outset, Boys’ Latin was difficult
to handle. The Lakers took a
commanding 12 point half-time
lead in what was a low scoring
battle.
In the second half, spurred by
a vociferous crowd and a halftime buzzer-beating 3 point shot
by Wiggins, the Bruins came out
on fire, going on a 10-0 run, and
BL’s lead dwindled to a measly 2
points. Park seemed unstoppable
and eventually re-captured the
lead. After trading baskets early
in the fourth quarter, the referees made two pivotal calls that
changed the game: first, they did
not let the Bruins call a timeout
when Clark dove and retrieved
the ball which led to a Laker fast
break; and then calling a petty
Technical Foul on Gill which led
to four free-throws in which the
player made three. From then on,
the Bruins fought hard but could
not re-establish themselves, ultimately, losing by 10, 46-56.
Despite the loss, there were
two bright spots: Clark returned
for his wrist injury and the Bru-

ins showed they can compete
with any team in both the C and
B Conferences.
Next up for the Bruins was
conference rival Chaplegate on
December 13. In a decisive
65-49 victory, both Wiggins and
White scored 16 points.
On the first day of winter
break, the Bruins will face the
Durban High School from South
Africa. The team is in the U.S.
to play a number of schools
and attend college and professional games. Durban High is
the three-time defending champions of the DHS Invitational
Tournament, which includes
teams from across Africa. The
winner of the DHS tournament is
considered the best high school
team in the country. Their team
includes players from both the
South African U-16 and U-18
teams and the KwaZulu-Natal
province U-16 and U-18 teams.
Ultimately, Park looks strong
and is set to improve its overall
record of 3-2 as it commences to
play conference games.

