
Advoc8 
CHANGE COURSE 

 

Mission Statement: 
 
Advoc8 is designed for students to use skills and knowledge developed during Middle School in 
order to take on roles as advocates for change. During Advoc8 students choose a topic about 
which they are passionate and, with faculty and peer collaboration, create an individualized or 
group project which culminates in the creation of authentic, innovative, solution-oriented 
advocacy. 

 

Stages of Advoc8 Work: 
I. Observation-  (October 31, November 1) During this phase students are introduced to the 
project and given time for service learning experiences with organizations in the community and 
to meet with professional advocates. Students have time to reflect upon each experience and 
start thinking about why service organizations exist, what needs they serve, and why those 
needs exist in the community. End of stage: Students will have an understanding of how 
service organizations address problems in the community.  

II. Formulation-  (January 3, January 13) During this phase, students will start identifying the 
problems in a community they would like to study and address with their project work. Students 
can form groups together based around common interests. Time will be used during this stage 
to collect data on the root causes of problems, identify possible solutions to these causes, and 
develop a proposal for one solution.  Data collection is done through experiential observation, 
personal interviews, and primary/secondary sources. End of stage: Students will have an 
understanding of root causes of problems and the difference between cosmetic service and real 
solutions that address a root cause.  

III. Construction-  (April 20, 21) During this phase, students will create a product based upon 
their proposal that addresses a community need they have identified through consultation with 
people directly affected by the problem. On May 25 and 26, groups and individual students will 
share their work by documenting and discussing their process and products with the community. 
End of stage: Students will have an understanding of their roles as responsible citizens and 
agents of change. 

Previous student projects included developing volunteer activities for the League for People with 
Disabilities, creating a documentary exploring racial bias, and developing a campaign to 
increase composting of waste in the Middle School. 
 


