
Into the Unknown. 

At the time of writing this I have just been ordained deacon, and next year, all being well I 

will be ordained a priest. 

I am now embarking on the unknown, but I have the Lord guiding me and I am sure that He 

would never lead me astray. 

As a country we are also going in to the unknown. Back on the 23rd June there was the EU 

referendum, and by all accounts 51.9% of the population voted to leave the EU. As I read 

the papers and look at the news I see uncertainty around Europe.  We have the pound 

falling etc. But it is early days yet, and we will see what will happen over the coming month 

or two. 

Whilst I spent some time before my ordination in retreat with nine other people, some 

young soon to be deacons and priests sat with me while we shared a meal.  This was the 

night before the referendum. They were concerned with what was going to happen to the 

country, and how would things pan out?  I then realised that these poor souls hadn’t even 

experienced life outside of the EU, as they were only in their late 20’s to early 30’s. I 

explained to them that I remember times outside of the EU, but at the there was a vote to 

join; I was too young to vote. I then thought how do these young people think of 

themselves, and in answer I found they feel they are European first as well as being British. 

How do you feel yourself, are you European?  

When I reflect on this countries current state, I think of Moses leading the Israelites for 40 

years around the desert, where they led a nomadic life.  I am sure we will not spend the 

next 40 years waiting for this country of ours to find its way again, but there are going to be 

changes, and I pray that we are ready to face those changes and challenges when they arise. 

On a positive note, going back to my Logistics days and having to understand EU trading 

laws and HM Revenue and Customs, we are now able to strike up trading deals with 

countries as the United Kingdom and not have to comply with EU policies, and not have to 

have another set of countries agree whether they wish to trade with the applying country or 

not, we can make our own decisions as a United Kingdom.  

Going back to being deacon and assistant curate for Julian, I know I have undertaking 

services over the years as an LEM, but now we move in to another chapter, and I for one 

feel so Blessed that the Lord has chosen me for this ministry.  Many of you know how long 

the journey has been for me to become deacon and priest, but the Lord has taught me that 

His time is not my time, and all things in good time.  This is now the Lord’s time and I am 

ready to serve Him in whatever way I can. 

Whatever happens to us in the future we can be rest assured that God will never let us 

down. 



We are a family in Christ Jesus; I know that you will all bear with me whilst I learn what must 

be done, and what is expected from my ministry. Will it be any different to how it was 

before my ordination? I know that there are now many more areas of ministry that I will be 

shown, and I look forward to embarking on these in due course. Also please remember my 

loving wife Tracey, because without her support and companionship I would never have 

been able to move forward with my calling from God. 

Yours in Christ 

Rick Hayes 


