
Past, Present and Future. 

Are any of you fans of the TV show Mrs Browns Boys? I like to watch the show because 

there are many pearls of wisdom that are shared through the script. 

The pearl of wisdom that jumped out on me from the show aired over the New Year 

was, ‘Do you know why we should always live in the present?’, Or worded along those 

lines. 

The answer was simple, present is also a gift. (Dictionary interpretation: something that 

is given to somebody out of kindness or to celebrate an occasion such as a birthday). 

Which means to live in the present is a gift. The here and now is a gift. 

Why look back to the past, which was a gift that was given previously, why ponder what 

we did with that gift? Some people are led to procrastination because they put off doing 

anything as they spend so much time in regret and don’t want to face the possibility of 

more regret in times to come. 

Others spend a lot of their time looking to the future, the people who dream of the ‘what 

if’, for example, what if I won the lottery? They spend their time looking forward to 

something that may never happen and then when they look at living in the present they 

feel let down; they didn’t get what they expected or what they hoped for. 

Present can also mean (Dictionary interpretation: to give or hand something to 

somebody, often in a humorously formal manner.) The Bible has many passages that 

use the word present or presented in this manner from Genesis, right the way through 

to the letter from Jude. 

We are often present(ed) in various way, which again is another meaning of the word. 

(Dictionary interpretation: to give or award something to somebody in a formal or 

ceremonial manner or at a ceremonial occasion.) During our time of Eucharist we 

present ourselves to the Lord, do we feel that we are giving the Lord ourselves as a gift, 

for The Lord to use towards the betterment of the Kingdom? 

Living in the present gives me time to present to others the wonderful blessings of 

knowing our Lord Jesus Christ. And we must remember that Jesus was a present to us 

from God, to save us from Sin. And He is still our present at this present time, both 

when I am writing this and when you are reading it, because there is no time like the 

present. 

In some cultures they always seem to want to live in the future, they have saying like 

tomorrow, tomorrow, showing no signs of urgency. I answer to that is if the Lord wants 

us to talk to someone, or be a sign post for that person, there is no point in saying, ‘I’ll 

do that in the future/tomorrow Lord.’ Because you have wasted time, and that person 



has been denied their present in the present. So I say ‘Never put off until tomorrow what 

can be done today.’ I say this because I do not believe that the Lord would ask you to 

do something if He knew you didn’t really have the time to do it when He asked.  

I still like the interpretation offered by Mrs Browns Boys, which is living in the present is 

living in the gift. And so long as the Lord gives me breath to breath, I can look forward 

each day to the next present. Each different, and each containing its own surprise. 

 


