
Gods Purposes for You 
 
It is reported that Darlene Zschech when she attended a church in London to speak at HTB: ‘The two 
greatest days of your life are the day you were born and the day you find out why.’ 
 
To have a purpose in life is far more important than property or possessions. Having more to live 
with is no substitute for having more to live for. God has a specific purpose for all of us. In addition, 
God’s general will for all of us is revealed in the Bible.  
 
For example:  
Psalm 139:1-10 ‘To be known and to know him’.  God will guide us through life, if we would like Him 
too. He invites us to be known by Him as well as to know Him. ‘Oh Lord, you have searched me and 
you know me’ (v.1). We can’t escape God’s presence, He is everywhere and He knows everything. 
 
1 John 5:1-21 we can see tests for a true Christian: 
 
Faith 
‘Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God ... This is the victory that has overcome 
the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus 
is the Son of God’ (vv.1a, 4–5). 
We should be people who put our faith in Jesus. In doing so, we become a child of God. 
 
Love 
‘Everyone who loves the father loves his child as well’ (v.1b). 
The evidence of true faith is love – love for God, love for Jesus, and love for others. Faith expresses 
itself in love. 
 
Obedience 
‘This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his 
commands. This is love for God: to obey his commands’ (vv.2–3). 
This love is not just a feeling. It involves action – obedience to God’s commands. 
 
John goes on to speak about three witnesses. How can we be sure that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God? God has three witnesses (vv.6–8): 
 
Water 
At the baptism of Jesus, God testified, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased’ 
(Matthew 3:17). The sacrament of baptism focuses on ‘the water’. 
Blood 
The blood Jesus shed on the cross for us is the second witness. Jesus ‘came by water and blood ... he 
did not come by water only, but by water and blood’ (1 John 5:6). The sacrament of Holy 
Communion focuses on ‘the blood’. 
Spirit 
The Holy Spirit testifies in our hearts that Jesus is the Son of God (vv.6, 10). The Spirit is the Spirit of 
truth (v.6). ‘And we are in him who is true – even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life’ (v.20). 
This work of the Holy Spirit in confirming and strengthening our faith is also recognised in the more 
liturgical traditions of the church. In the Anglican Church, among other churches, the service of 
Confirmation focuses on the Holy Spirit. 
 
. 



These are two examples of this third witness that John highlights – the Holy Spirit. 
 
God wants us to be confident that Jesus really is the Christ, the Son of God. He wants us to know 
that we have life in his Son (v.11). Indeed, we have ‘eternal life’ (v.13). 
 
He wants us to have confidence in approaching God. ‘This is the confidence we have in approaching 
God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us – 
whatever we ask – we know that we have what we asked of him’ (vv.14–15). 
 
Sometimes we know what God’s will is – it is clearly spelt out in the Scriptures. At other times, we 
may not be so sure. In whatever situation, we can always add to our prayers: ‘Your will be done’. 
 
If the answer is ‘yes’ he may be increasing our faith. If the answer is ‘wait’ he may be increasing our 
patience. If the answer is ‘no’ he may have something better in mind. Trust that his will is ‘good, 
pleasing and perfect’ (Romans 12:2). 
 
John challenges us that those ‘born of God [i.e. Christian believers] do not continue to sin’ (1 John 
5:18a). In other words, we must not wilfully carry on sinning just as we did before we turned to 
Christ. However, he also reminds us of God’s wonderful promise that ‘the one who was born of God 
[i.e. Jesus] keeps [you] safe, and the evil one cannot harm [you]’ (v.18b). You are safe in his arms of 
love. 
Inspired from Daily readings from Nicky Gumble: Holy Trinity Brompton. 
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