
From the Evangelist Desk December (Christmas) edition. 

Firstly, my Tracey and I wish each and every one of you a Very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

I surprised myself the other day by looking back over the articles I have written for the parish 

magazine. I couldn’t believe that I have contributed since 2007, but of course compared to 

many, I am still a spring chicken as far as article contributions are concerned. 

I have so far written 107 articles for the magazine, and believe me that is quite some going, 

because I used to hate writing, if you had asked for articles prior to computers and the 

wonderful spell check etc. I would have told you to forget it. My English aint dat good at the 

best of times. 

We have moved through, or are moving through the Advent Season, depending when the 

magazine is due to be published and distributed. So again we are looking at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

Those that have shared services with me from the beginning of November onwards know I 

have added a little prayer to the Intersessions, thanks to the course we are undertaking at 

Mathern Fellowship Group, Centred on Christ by Michael Baughen. 

The course is based on Paul’s letter to the Philippians. 

Philippians 1:12-18; 27-28 (NIV) 

12 
Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually 

served to advance the gospel. 
13 

As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace 

guard
]
 and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 

14 
And because of my chains, most 

of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to 

proclaim the gospel without fear. 

15 
It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 

16 
The 

latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defence of the gospel. 
17 

The 

former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up 

trouble for me while I am in chains. 
18 

But what does it matter? The important thing is that in 

every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I 

rejoice. 

27 
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, 

whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand 

firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 
28 

without being 

frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be 

destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God 

Here, Paul is speaking to the Philippians about sharing the Gospel, whenever and to whoever 

we can. 



During our third session, we were given a discussion starter, number 2. One fine Christian 

teacher said, ‘We too easily turn to what we can get out of Christianity’. Are our prayers first 

for our self-preservation and benefit? How often do we pray for the advance of the Gospel or 

for opportunities to witness to Christ? 

I can tell you; this discussion starter got my mind racing. I went through all the services and 

the intersessions I am used to leading during my ministry, and every time we seem to miss 

praying about being given the gift of advancing the Gospel or for God blessing us with 

opportunities to witness to Christ. I then went through the other services I am getting to 

know, due my current training, and again they all seem to miss this area of prayer for growth 

out. 

So, my gift to you all this Christmas and every day is that our churches are given the gifts to 

advance the Gospel and that each of us is given the opportunity to witness to Christ, to share 

our faith with others and make our faith relevant today. 

I also pray that you will also pray that your churches identify the gifts needed to advance the 

Gospel, and I pray that you will pray that the Lord will give you the courage to be able to 

accept the opportunity to witness to Christ. 

Have a wonderful Festive time, and remember the best gift of all has come to us, that being 

the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Halleluiah and Amen. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 


