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How many of us really feel like this? 

Proverbs 21:19New International Version (NIV) 

19 Better to live in a desert 
    than with a quarrelsome and nagging wife. 

Firstly let me put this piece of Scripture into modern politically correct speech. ‘Better 

to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and nagging partner’.  That’s better, I 

don’t want any of the readers complaining about my being either politically incorrect, 

or even trying to hound me against the Equalities Act. 

It does amaze me how many people I see who fit this Bible reading so well. Have 

any of you read Man from Mars and Woman from Venus? The book was a best 

seller in its time, and came round a second time during the early 2000’s.  

I read to book with interest and try using some of the teachings today, both at work 

and with my family. 

I hasten to add I don’t have a quarrelsome and nagging wife. Tracey usually lets me 

off with a short reprimand; her favourite is ‘Ricky and Water’, because whenever I 

am let loose near a sink, water goes everywhere. Which usually means poor old 

Tracey is usually following me around with another cloth to wipe down after me. 

Going back to Man from Mars and Woman from Venus. The book says that men like 

to have their man caves, which is a space they set by for themselves, away from 

people so they can sort their problems out. Most of the time this involves a shed, or 

some other retreat in the garden. You could say it’s the man’s desert time. 

Many people I know spend time trying to escape from each other, rather than spend 

the evening with a quarrelsome and nagging partner. Why is this? Where has the 

sparkle gone? Why not try talking to each other explaining how each feels, and even 

going so far as to say, ‘Do you know what you are saying upsets me?’  

Communication is a fantastic tool, why do we sometimes try hard to ignore it? We 

give that deathly silence to show we are not happy, rather than expressing our hurt 

using the art of communication. 

So many people would rather go to the pub, (desert), rather than spend time with 

their partner. People work late into the night to avoid spending time with their 

partner? Why is this?  

Instead of withdrawing into the desert being alone, we should work at the 

relationship in question and start listening to each other, trying to see what it is that 

makes us quarrelsome and nagging. Discuss with each other the habits we have got 



that winds the other person up, thus sometimes becoming a contributory factor to the 

quarrelsome and nagging regime. 

Although the Proverb says ‘Better to live in a desert’, I would venture to say, try and 

imagine being in a desert, sitting on a sand dune, the hot sun blazing down on you 

and not a living thing is sight. How exciting is that prospect? I would much rather a 

relationship with a partner, where we can share and be company for each other. 

But sharing, caring, and being a companion to each other takes work, and involves 

give and take, not you give and they take, or they give and you take, no it means 

working together and giving and taking on both sides. Having a mutual respect for 

each other, and knowing when you can say something and when you can’t. 

I am blessed because I do not suffer a quarrelsome and nagging partner. Tracey and 

I know how to be one with each other, enjoying each other day in and day out, and 

most of all being there for each other. It’s like marrying a best friend, someone who 

will never let you down. 

Going on from this, I would suggest we all have a best friend, that being Jesus 

Christ. He is always there for us, always walking by our side and always ready to 

carry us when we get tired. But sometimes we even try leaving Him behind because 

we feel it is better to live in a desert, where we will be alone. I’ve got news for you. 

You may try shutting the Lord out of your lives sometimes, pretending He is not 

there, but in fact if you open your eyes and ears you will see and hear Him by you, 

no matter how you feel, or what you have done. The Lord will always be there with 

you, facing trials, hurts, sorrows and joys. 

Yours in Christ 

Rick Hayes 

 


