
From the Evangelist Desk. 

“Be happy with those who are happy and weep with those who weep.” 

(Romans 12:15 TEV) 

When we experience suffering in life, we need people to weep with us, we need 

people around us who care. We also need people who are willing to listen and show 

us sympathy when we are in need. 

There are situations in our lives that nobody should ever have to go through alone. 

We shouldn’t have to visit the hospital alone when we are due to undergo surgery. 

We shouldn’t need to spend our days alone when things are bad. We shouldn’t have 

to wait alone for news of a loved one who is working in a dangerous area of the 

world. Nobody should have to stand alone at the edge of an open grave. Nobody 

should have to spend the first night alone after a spouse has died or walked out.  

Some of these things are going to happen to each and every one of us during some 

point in our lives, because unfortunately it is an inevitable fact of life. We are going to 

go through tragedy. We’re going to get bad news. We’re going to experience 

heartache. Only a fool would go through life totally unprepared for something that we 

know is going to happen. We all need to build relationships with others to ensure that 

we are never alone, and of course those we build the relationships with will also 

never find themselves alone, because they have us. 

The next few paragraphs are taken from Daily Hope, written by Rick Warren 

published 15th May 2015. 

There was a guy who came to Saddleback Church for seven years. He sat up in the 

bleachers. He never got involved in anything, never joined a small group. He just 

came to worship and then left right after the service. One day he had a heart attack 

and was in the hospital for two weeks. I was traveling and didn’t even hear about it 

until I got back. When he got out of the hospital, he came to church and said, “I’m 

leaving the church.” I said, “Why?” He responded, “Because it’s unfriendly. Nobody 

visited me in the hospital.” As he left I thought, “It’s your fault!” 



He never cared about anybody but himself. He never cared enough to even meet 

anybody. He never got in a small group, never gave, never shared. It was his fault 

that when the crisis came, nobody was there for him, because he never made any 

connections. 

That’s not how God intended for any of us to go through life. Here’s God’s plan: “Be 

happy with those who are happy and weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15 

TEV). 

Community is God’s answer to despair. You were made to share your life with 

others! Now is the time to find the people who will support you through life, who will 

rejoice with you in your victories and weep with you in your trouble. 

End of quote: 

As many of you know, during my working day I have a ministry as part time chaplain 

for Tata Steel South Wales. The ministry has its ups and its downs.  But I must say 

there are more ups than there are downs.  

But during my ministry I have had to spend time with teams that have lost colleagues 

whilst in service, which means someone had passed away whilst they were still 

working for the company.  As I speak with the teams and look to see whether they 

need any additional help to cope with the bereavement they are facing, I pray and 

ask the Lord for guidance, and I must say, the one thing that always comes back to 

me is the Lord telling me to look at those people, they are a team and they look out 

for each other and are there for each other. They have friendship and a wonderful 

relationship both in and out of work. 

Why do so many of us find it so hard to form bonds like that? Why are so many of us 

like the person who used to worship at Saddleback Church? Christianity is a 

wonderful gift to share and if shared we will all form relationships, through small 

groups, or fellowship groups, and with these groups of friends we will never face the 

trials of life alone. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 

 

 


