
 

From the Evangelist Desk January 2015 

 

Let me wish you all a very Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

 

Are you being called by God? 

 

NIV : 1 samuel 3: 

The Lord Calls Samuel 

3 The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the Lord was rare; 

there were not many visions. 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his 

usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the 

Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 

called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 

8 A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I 

am; you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if 

he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place. 

10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 

I know I have written about this verse in the Bible before, but there again, using the Sunday readings, 

I always have the chance, if I wish to use the same sermon again and again. But as I have also 

written before, each time we read the Scriptures, God opens our minds to something NEW He is 

telling us and this time is no different. 

 

Let me ask you something, how many times has a small voice spoken to you when you are having a 

quiet time?  

 

I try and spend some time each and every day reading Scripture and then asking our Lord what He 

has to speak to me through the reading. 

 

At the latter part of November 2014 I had a conversation, where I was asked whether I would be 

interested in taking of Chaplaincy from the current works Chaplain, who is to retire in March 2015. 

Funny, at the beginning of November I ask the Lord to show me what ministry He wanted me to do 

in Honour and Glory of His Name.  When the chaplaincy was suggested I said that I would be 

surprised if the company would allow me anymore than a day per week at the most, but I also prayed 



to the Lord asking that if this ministry came from Him, He would open doors for me. 

 

Well the Lord answered in the most unexpected way, I was told that the company is willing to allow 

me two and half days per week as chaplaincy.  How wonderful, the Lord speaks and I will listen. 

 

As I write we are just starting December 2014, so the possibility of being the Works Chaplain for 

Port Talbot, Llanwern and Trostre is still being explored 

 

I asked that if it is the Lord's will then the doors will be open.  To this I have found nothing but 

support for the ministry from the Tata management team, they are behind me one hundred percent. 

 

Again, at the time of writing I have another challenge that I am asking the Lord to sort. This believe 

it or not is the biggest challenge, Tata want me to be ordained as a local minister, because they firmly 

believe I should wear a Clerical Collar whilst undertaking chaplaincy duties.  I will keep you all up 

to date as this latest door is checked, if it be God's will then be opened. 

 

Once more the Lord has answered my Prayers and the prayers of those I have asked to pray for me, 

where I have met with both the Director of Ordinance and Bishop Richard. Both are very supportive 

and the way forward in ministry seems to be all systems go. After the discussion with Bishop 

Richard, I have sent a letter to him asking that I be considered for Ordination, as a NSM priest.  

When I spoke with him, he shared an exciting time the church is now part of where various types of 

ministry and training are being explored.  It was a delight to speak with Bishop Richard, and I came 

away from our meeting feeling the Lord is moving, and everything seems right and in place now. 

 

So in summary, always be ready to listen to what the Lord is saying, the message could come 

through another person, or through your time of meditation, but I can assure you the Lord always 

speaks to those who are willing to listen. 

 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes 

Diocesan Evangelist. 

 


