
From the Evangelist Desk December 2014. 

That Christmas Gift. 

Matthew 2:11 
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 

Again I am writing this article way before Christmas, because I like to be prepared, 

so I haven’t even got a Gift for Tracey (my loving wife) yet.  I have spent some time 

getting into the ‘zone’ as people at work like to say, trying to get into the spirit of 

Christmas. 

A question for you!  Have you ever received a present you wished you hadn’t? When 

I was younger, it was after shave, bottles and bottles of the stuff. Then came vast 

quantities of socks.  All the presents where I said, Oh, you shouldn’t have! No really I 

mean it, you shouldn’t have’.  Was I being ungrateful? Or was I being truthful? I have 

reflected on these questions, and I still can’t answer them.  Now I am older and 

appreciate every gift I receive from whoever. And I say with meaning, ‘Thank you 

that was very thoughtful’. 

So what about you? Have you ever received a present that you thought, no really? 

How did you act?  What did you say to the giver of the gift? 

When we look at the gifts that we bestowed on the infant Jesus, we see some useful, 

Gold for instance, then some smelly stuff, and some body lotion.  Well we all know 

what to do with the gold, and many of us like to burn fragrant candles around our 

homes, and some also like to rub body lotion into their bodies. So on the whole, quite 

a nice and thoughtful set of presents. 

Each year I tell you about the best gift ever, that being the gift from God to the world. 

The gift of presenting to us His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  But with this gift 

comes a lot of responsibility. More responsibility than buying that pet for Christmas, 

because we all know that pets are not just for Christmas, they are for all year round, 

every day, of every year. It is the same when we accept the gift of Jesus into our 

lives, it is much more than gold, frankincense and myrrh, as these are materialistic 

gifts, whereas the gift of Jesus is sharing a life with someone. 

Sharing a life with Jesus can be even greater than sharing your life with you husband 

or wife. Sharing a life with Jesus can be deeper than any family ties. We can hide 

things from our family and friends, but we can’t hide things from God, Jesus and the 

Holy Ghost. The Lord knows when you say, ‘thanks for the wonderful gift’ and then 

place it in a drawer, or a cupboard until you remember it one day and bring it out 

again. The Gift from God is a gift that nourishes us with the food and living water that 

comes from being part of God’s family.  The gift from God is always there for us in 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2:11&version=NIV


our time of need, something like my dogs who are always pleased to see me when I 

return from work.  But God understands me, every little piece of me, and my pets 

don’t. 

One of the best things about the gift from God is that it is to be shared with others, 

for it is better to give than to receive. 

Each day I pray this prayer before anything else: 

The prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy;  

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;  
to be understood as to understand;  
to be loved as to love.  

For it is in giving that we receive;  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life 

To me this goes some way to sharing the gift from God with others, where others 

needs are placed before our own.   

Remember when you accept the gift from God, the gift of Jesus in our lives, there is 

no turning back, there is no half measure, there is a commitment 24/7 and this 

commitment goes both ways. 

Thank the Lord for His wonderful gift today, and appreciate even the smallest of 

things that may be forthcoming from this gift. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all. 

Yours in Christ, my most precious gift from God. 

Rick Hayes 


