
From the Evangelist Desk July Edition of the Magazine. 

All Christians are joined together. 

“You will all be joined together, and you will give glory to God the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Christ accepted you, so you should accept each other, 
which will bring glory to God.” (Romans 15:6-7 NCV) 

In human terms we are either born into a family, or we are adopted, as was my case. 
My adopted mother to me was my mum.  I have made contact with my ‘birth’ mother, 
but to me she is a stranger who I have spoken to, but there is no bond. So we could 
say there are only two ways to get into a family: You can either be born into it, or you 
can be adopted into it. But we read in Scripture that God does both for us! It’s called 
being born again, and it’s called being adopted into the family of God. Being born 
again doesn’t make us ‘Happy Clappy’ people. It makes us children of God.  

As a point of reference: In Roman law, during New Testament times, you could 
disown a child you birthed. But if you adopted a child, you were forbidden to ever 
disown that child. God says you are not only born again into his family, but he has 
adopted you, and there is no way he could ever disown you. That’s good news! 
When I think of people around me who have disowned their children once the child 
reached 16 years of age, I wonder why they ever had children. Then I think of the 
children that have disowned their parents, which is just a bad. But God will never 
disown us, but of course, as I have witnessed so many times, so many of us choose 
to disown our Lord and Saviour. We seek the child’s divorce from the parents. Why 
do we do that? What turns us away from our Father?  

Once we’re born, we cannot be unborn. Once we are born again, we cannot be 
unborn again. We can grieve the Father, just like we sometimes bring grief to our 
earthly parents. The fellowship may be broken, but no matter what our parents say, 
everybody knows we are still their child. In the same way, once we become a child in 
the family of God, you’re in! Everybody knows we’re part of God’s family because of 
the way we act, the way we conduct ourselves, and the way we treat others.  

The Bible says in 1 Timothy 3:15, “I want you to know how people who are members 
of God’s family must live. God’s family is the church” (GW). This means church is not 
something we go to. Church is something we belong to. We are the family of God. I 
have been to many churches in my time and found there are a percentage of people 
who ‘go to church’, but find ways of dipping out on belonging to the church family. 
They attend Sunday, and feel they have done their bit. And as we all know to belong 
to something means more than just attending. For example, how many of us played 
sport when we were younger, or maybe we still do? We have to show commitment to 
our sport, and we belong to the sport. We train, and we practise, and we try and 
perfect our ability to achieve in our chosen sport. Why do some of us not feel we 
need to adopt the same practise with our churchmanship? 

Many people think that Christianity is a belief system, but it is a belong system. Yes, 
there are beliefs involved, but it’s more than that. It means we are a part of the body 
of Christ. I once had a conversation with a person, who could be called a ‘lapsed 
Christian’. That person told me they were still a Christian, but they didn’t go to church 



anymore, because they didn’t like the services, and they didn’t like this and they 
didn’t like that. I asked them if they remember the piece of Scripture that talks about 
being part of the body of Christ? I asked whether they felt that the little toe would last 
long without the support of the foot, and whether the foot would support the little toe, 
without the help of the leg, but again, the leg couldn’t support either without the 
supply of blood, and so the list goes on?  They agreed that the little toe would soon 
be dead without the support of the entire body and blood.  I then suggested that they 
should think of themselves as being the little toe, which helps balance the body and 
gives support where needed and it can’t support anything on its own.  I am pleased 
to say that the person I spoke with is now a very active member of their church 
family and they well and truly belong to their Christian fellowship. 

I am so proud to be counted as belonging to our Church families within this group of 
parishes, and also for belonging to Mathern Fellowship Group, where on so many 
occasions I have felt that our loving Father has been present during our sessions 
and taught us through His word. Again with the fellowship group we belong, it is not 
something we go to. We all go that extra mile by preparing for the next week, to 
make it a belonging that helps each and every one of us, including the leaders. 

We belong to the family of God: “You will all be joined together, and you will give 
glory to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ accepted you, so you should 
accept each other, which will bring glory to God” (Romans 15:6-7 NCV). 

So let’s all remember we ‘belong to our church family’, and we don’t just ‘go to 
church’. There is so much more to being adopted into our fellowship than Sunday 
Worship.  
 
I wish you all well this summertime. 
 
Again, I thank Rick Warren ‘Purpose Driven’ for the inspiration and some material 
that I used to write this article. 
 
Yours in Christ. 
Rick Hayes 
 


