
From the Evangelist Desk June 2014 edition. 

Follow that cloud 

Bible passage: Numbers 9:15-23 The Cloud Covers the Holy Tent 

 15 The holy tent was set up. It was the tent where the tablets of the covenant were kept. On 

the day it was set up, the cloud covered it. From evening until morning the cloud that was 

above the tent looked like fire. 16 That's what continued to happen. The cloud covered the 

tent. At night the cloud looked like fire. 

 17 When the cloud lifted from its place above the tent, the people of Israel started out. Where 
the cloud settled, the people of Israel camped. 18 When the Lord gave the command, the 
people of Israel started out. And when he gave the command, they camped. As long as the 
cloud stayed above the holy tent, they remained in camp. 

 19 Sometimes the cloud remained above the tent for a long time. Then the people of Israel 
obeyed the Lord's order. They didn't start out. 20 Sometimes the cloud was above the tent for 
only a few days. When the Lord would give the command, they would camp. Then when he 
would give the command, they would start out. 

 21 Sometimes the cloud stayed only from evening until morning. When it lifted in the 
morning, they started out. It didn't matter whether it was day or night. When the cloud lifted, 
the people started out. 22 It didn't matter whether the cloud stayed above the holy tent for two 
days or a month or a year. The people of Israel would remain in camp. They wouldn't start 
out. But when the cloud lifted, they would start out. 

 23 When the Lord gave the command, they camped. And when he gave the command, they 
started out. They obeyed the Lord's order. They obeyed him, just as he had commanded 
them through Moses. 

I recently attended my last Church Service at a Mission Church in Duffryn, Newport. This 
wasn’t because I wished to end my time with the congregation there, nothing could be 
further from the point, as many of them had helped me grow in my faith. They had been with 
me from when I first heard the Lord.  They blessed the marriage between Tracey and me, 
and they never questioned my calling from God. 

But the Cloud by day and fire by night has moved from Duffryn, the church as I know it has 
moved on and will restructure with services taking place twice per month, and the new venue 
will be residential housing within the area.  So visualise the cloud has moved from the 
community centre and is now resting over the residential housing.  Therefore the people 
must move to follow where the Lord is leading them. 

Because the new Church at Duffryn is undertaking services twice per month, they can be led 
by their incumbent’s and the church no longer needs me there. This has been hard for me to 
take in, because I have been a part of the community there for almost 14 years.  But the 
cloud of the Lord has moved for me also, and after much soul searching, I know that I am to 
follow the cloud and rest again where it stops, ready to take up my instructions from the Lord 
again. 

I know that the move at Duffryn makes sense because the congregation is now moving to be 
part of the community, being seen visually rather than worshipping in location divorced from 
the community. 
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Within our own churches we have seen change over the past few months, but again if we 
are to follow the cloud by day and the fire by night we must be ready to move at a moment’s 
notice.  

In my evangelist training moving around like this could signify ‘Church Planting’. Where we 
set up a church community where there are people who need to be reached, and say, ‘Hello, 
here we are come and join us!’  but how ready are we to accept this in today’s society? 

We all must be ready to follow God’s lead. The symbolism seems obvious. In our own walk 
with God, do we move on at God’s leading? Then again, sometimes God’s leading means 
staying put. Either way, God takes the initiative, though we have to be attentive to the task of 
following. Of course, just as with a cloud, one’s view of what that leading is can be hard to 
discern. 

There is both an assurance, in God’s presence and leading; and a challenge, in needing to 
follow that lead. It’s the same today, and always has been. 

Reflection: 

As the apostle Paul might have said: ‘Content to wait here, content to move on’ (as 
in Philippians 4:11,12). Are we? Are we ready to stay when needed and to move on when 
led? In what ways might our own life follow God’s leading, whether geographically or 
spiritually? 

The Western world is forever stressed about time, or lack of it. We are all in a hurry to get 
places, on time, never resting, always in on the go.  This can cause us to miss the cloud/fire 
and where it is leading us, because in our minds we just don’t have time. 

Let us all remember: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
A time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
A time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, 
A time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
A time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain 
from embracing, 
A time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
A time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
A time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. 
 
The above passage also tells us there is a time for everything and everything has a time. Be 
with God and follow His Cloud/Fire. 
 
Yours in Christ. 
 
Rick Hayes 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A11%2C12&version=NIV

